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Tucson    the    Oldest    tow 

I      Dr.    AlPxandei-    Craii"   of    T'lrs.Tr 

alleses  ihat  that  city  is  older  t  •-  ' 
I  Augrustine.  Fla.,  by  thirleen  year^'  ■ 
;  sa.ys. 

I      ■■There    can    k^    iro    rl.iubf  thar    Tiicson 

enjoys  the  distinotlon  of  l^'ingthf.  oldest 

'  city  in  thp.  United  States.     W  h,,,  H,a     - ' 

tropid   Spaniard    Mclendez   dWo.jve-       ., 
,  coa.st     of    Florida,    planted    tL    j''       '' 
St    his    country    and    founded    Mif ' 
»4V  A''Sis"ne.    in    the    year    of      "  ' 
;o6S.   Tuoston  was  a    .stnigo-Hne  ■  ■ 
;  ing    puehio    and     had    b>en     for 
:  years.     This  is  not  accordiug  t 
boolts    on    geograpliv.     bnt    H 
mucli    a    fact    for    all    of    that 
'.  proof    of    It    may    be    found    I*",     ,    , 
I  ^a  '™oworn  document  of  vellum 

■^L  ^t'^'J:  ,f"«'h"llc    Majesties    Fer- 
I  and    Isabella,    and    ooimtPrsiRned 
viceroy  of   Mexico  and  Generll  Hoi 
who   In    I  he   early    part   of  l.i5"   rai  ' 
fntf  ^f  -^P'"'"   °'^^^    'he   little'  Ind      ■ 
L/fu   ^■^"'''''"1  ''"'^   '"'d  the  corne, 
of  the    first   mission   with   his  own   ,  ; -jus     I 
This    important     paper    was    lost    t',^"   Ih^i  ! 
\  public  until  about  twelve  yearfago    whe"^,' 
It     was    discovered    by    a    mere    accMcf,. 
among  the  archives  of  the  anient  cliurc 

.covery    slves    the   .^.sidcitts   of   XuSon 


,' »at  ttieir  city  is   the 
-States.'^— I.,os  Angeles 
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EORGE  WASHING- 
TON, the  "  Fiither  of 
his  Country"  and  its 
hrst  President,  1789- 
'97,  was  born  Febru- 
ar}'  2_',  1732,  in  Wash- 
ington Parish,  West- 
moreland C  o  u  n  t  y,  Virginia. 
His  father,  Augustine  Wash- 
ington, first  married  Jane  But- 
ler, who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, and  March  6,  1730,  he 
married  Mary  Ball.  Of  six 
children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, George  was  the  eldest, 
the  others  being  Bettv,  Samuel,  John,  Au- 
gustine, Charles  and  Mildred,  of  whom  the 
youngest  died  in  infancy.  Little  is  known 
of  the  early  years  of  Washington,  beyond 
the  fact  that  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born  was  burned  during  his  early  child- 
hood, and  that  his  father  thereupon  moved 
to  another  farm,  inherited  from  his  paternal 
ancestors,  situated  in  Stafford  Count}',  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  where 
he  acted  as  agent  of  the  Principio  Iron 
Works  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  died 
there  in  1743. 

From  earliest  childhood  George  devel- 
oped a  noble  character.  He  had  a  vigorous 
constitution,  a  fine  form,  and  great  bodil}- 
strength.     His  education  was  somewhat  de- 


fective, being  confined  to  the  elementa.y 
branches  taught  him  hv  his  mother  and  at 
a  neighboring  scliool.  He  developed,  how- 
ever, a  fondness  for  mathematics,  and  en- 
joyed in  that  branch  the  instructions  of  a 
private  teacher.  On  leaving  school  he  re- 
sided for  some  time  at  Mount  Vernon  with 
his  half  brother,  Lawrence,  who  acted  as 
his  guardian,  and  who  had  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  his  neighbor  at  Belvoir  on  the  Poto- 
mac, the  wealthy  William  Fairfa.K,  for  some 
time  president  of  the  executive  council  of 
the  colony.  Both  Fairfax  and  his  son-in-law, 
Lawrence  Washington,  had  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  1740  as  officers  of  an  American 
battalion  at  the  siege  of  Carlhagena,  and 
were  friends  and  correspondents  of  Admiral 
Vernon,  for  whom  the  latter's  residence  on 
the  Potomac  has  been  named.  George's 
inclinations  were  for  a  similar  career,  and  a 
midshipman's  warrant  was  procured  for 
him,  probably  through  the  influence  of  the 
Admiral ;  but  through  the  opposition  of  his 
mother  the  project  was  abandoned.  The 
family  connection  with  the  Fairfaxes,  how- 
ever, openefl  another  career  for  the  young 
man,  who,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  ap- 
pointed surveyor  to  the  immense  estates  of 
the  eccentric  Lord  Fairfax,  who  was  then 
on  a  visit  at  Belvoir,  and  who  shortly  after- 
ward established  his  baronial  residence  at 
Greenway  Court,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
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Three  years  were  passed  bv  young  Wash- 
ington in  a  rough  frontier  life,  gaining  ex- 
perience which  afterward  provetl  verv  es- 
sential to  liim. 

In  175 1,  when  the  \'irginia  militia  were 
put  under  training  with  a  view  to  active 
service  against  France.  Washington,  though 
onlv  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  appointed 
Adjutant  with  the  rank  of  Major.  In  Sc])- 
tember  of  that  year  tiic  failing  health  of 
Lawrence  Washington  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  seek  a  warmer  climate,  and 
George  accompanied  hini  in  a  voyage  to 
Barwdoes.  They  returned  early  in  1752, 
and  Lawrence  shortly  afterward  died,  leav- 
ing hii  large  property  to  an  infant  daughter. 
In  his  will  George  was  named  one  of  tiie 
executors  and  as  eventual  heir  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  by  the  death  of  the  infant  niece 
soon  succeeded  to  tliat  estate. 

On  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  \'irginia  in  1752 
the  militia  was  reorganized,  and  the  [irov- 
ince  divided  into  four  districts.  Washing- 
ton was  commissioned  by  Dinwiddle  Adju- 
tant-General of  the  Northern  District  in 
T753,  and  in  November  of  that  year  a  most 
important  as  well  as  hazardous  mission  was 
assigned  him.  This  was  to  piocced  to  the 
Canadian  posts  recently  established  on 
French  Creek,  near  Lake  Erie,  to  demand 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England  the 
withdrawal  of  the  French  from  a  territory 
claimed  by  Virginia.  This  eiitci])risc  iiad 
been  declined  by  more  than  one  oiiiccr, 
since  it  involved  a  journey  ihrougii  an  ex- 
tensive and  almost  unexplored  wilderness 
in  the  occupancy  of  savage  Intlian  tribes, 
either  hostile  to  the  English,  or  c)[  doubtful 
attachment.  Major  Washington,  Iiowevci', 
accepted  the  commission  with  alacrity  ;  and. 
accompanied  by  Ca])tain  Gist,  he  reachetl 
Fort  Le  B(euf  on  French  Creek,  delivered 
his  dispatches  and  received  reply,  which,  of 
course,  was  a  polite  refusal  to  surrender  the 
posts.     This  reply  was  of  such  a  character 


as  to  induce  the  Assembly  of  N'irginia  to 
authorize  the  executive  to  raise  a  regiment 
of  300  men  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  asserted  rights  of  the  British  crown 
over  tlie  territory  claimed.  As  Washing- 
ton declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  that  post, 
the  command  of  this  regiment  was  given  to 
Colonel  Josiuia  Frv,  and  Major  Washing- 
ton, at  his  own  request,  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  On  the  march  to  Ohio, 
news  was  received  that  a  party  previously 
sent  to  build  a  fort  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Monongahela  with  the  Ohio  had  been 
driven  back  by  a  considerable  French  force, 
wliich  !iad  completed  the  work  there  be- 
gun, and  named  it  Fort  Duquesne,  in  honor 
of  the  Marquis  Duquesne,  then  Governor 
of  Canada.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
great  "  French  and  Indian  war,''  which  con- 
tinued seven  years.  On  the  death  of  Colonel 
I-rv,  Washington  succeeded  to  tiie  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill!  his  trust  that  the  Virginia  Assembly 
commissioned  him  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  all  the  forces  raised  in  the  colony. 

A  cessation  of  all  Indian  hostility  on  the 
frontier  having  followed  the  expulsion  of 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  the  object  of 
Washington  was  accomplished  and  he  re- 
signed his  commission  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  tiie  Virginia  forces.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Williamsburg  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  General  Assembly,  ol  which  he  had 
been  elected  a  member. 

January  17,  1759.  Washington  niarned 
Mrs.  Martha  (  1  )an(lridge)  Custis,  a  young 
and  beautiful  widow  of  gi-eat  wealtii,  and  de- 
voted himself  lor  liie  ensuing  fifteen  years 
to  the  quiet  ]>uisuits  of  agriculture,  inter- 
iuj)ted  only  i)\-  his  iimnial  attendance  in 
winter  upon  the  Colonial  Legislature  at 
W'llianishurg,  until  sunnnoned  bv  his 
countr\-  to  enter  upon  that  other  aiena  in 
which  his  fame  was  to  become  world  wide. 

It  is  uimecessary  here  to  trace  the  details 
of  the  struggle  upon  tiic  question  c!   local 


GEORGE     WASIf/XGrnX. 


self-government,  which,  after  ten  years,  cul- 
minated bv  act  of  Parliament  of  the  port  of 
Boston.  It  was  at  the  instance  of  Virginia 
that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called 
to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5,  1774, 
to  secure  their  common  liberties — if  possible 
by  peaceful  means.  To  this  Congress 
Colonel  Washington  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate. On  dissolving  in  October,  it  recom- 
mended the  colonies  to  send  deputies  to 
another  Congress  the  following  spring.  In 
the  meantime  several  of  the  colonics  felt 
impelled  to  raise  local  forces  to  repel  in- 
sults and  aggressions  on  the  part  of  British 
troops,  so  that  on  the  assembling  of  the  ne.xt 
Congress,  Mav  10,  1775,  the  war  prepara- 
tions of  the  mother  country  were  unmis- 
takable. The  battles  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington had  been  fought.  Among  the  earliest 
acts,  therefore,  of  the  Congress  was  the 
selection  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the 
colonial  forces.  This  office  was  unani- 
mousl)'  conferred  upon  Washington,  still  a 
member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted  it 
on  June  19,  but  on  the  express  condition  he 
should  receive  no  salary. 

He  immediatelv  repaired  to  the  vicinity 
of  Boston,  against  which  point  the  British 
ministry  had  concentrated  their  forces.  As 
early  as  April  General  Gage  had  3,000 
troops  in  and  around  this  proscribed  city. 
During  the  fall  and  winter  the  British  policy 
clearly  indicated  a  purpose  to  divide  pub- 
lic sentiment  and  to  build  up  a  British  party 
in  the  colonies.  Those  who  sided  with  the 
ministry'  were  stigmatized  by  the  patriots 
as  "  Tories,"  while  the  patriots  took  to  them- 
selves the  name  of  "  Whigs." 

As  early  as  1776  the  leading  men  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
hope  except  in  separation  and  indepen- 
dence. In  Mav  of  that  year  Washington 
wrote  from  the  head  of  the  army  in  New 
York  :  "  A  reconciliation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain is  impossible When  I  took 

command  ot  the  armv,  1  abhorred  the  idea 


of  independence  ;  but  I  am  now  fully  satis- 
fied that  nothing  else  will  save  us." 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to  trace 
the  military  acts  of  the  patriot  hero,  t(j 
whose  hands  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of 
the  United  Stales  were  confided  during  the 
seven  years'  bloody  struggle  that  ensued 
until  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  which  England 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  eacii  of 
the  thirteen  States,  and  negotiated  with 
them,  jointly,  as  separate  sovereignties.  1  he 
merits  of  Washington  as  a  military  chief- 
tain have  been  considcrablv  discussed,  espe- 
cially by  writers  in  his  own  country.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  was  most  bitterly  assailed 
for  incompetency,  and  great  efforts  were 
made  to  displace  him  ;  but  he  never  for  a 
moment  lost  the  confidence  of  either  the 
Congress  or  the  people.  December  4,  1783, 
th.e  great  commander  took  leave  of  his  of^- 
cers  in  most  affectionate  and  patriotic  terms, 
and  went  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where 
the  Congress  of  the  States  was  in  session, 
and  to  that  body,  when  peace  and  order 
prevailed  ever3'where,  resigned  his  com- 
mission and  retired  to  Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  in  1788  that  Washington  was  called 
to  the  chief  magistiacy  of  the  nation.  He 
received  every  electoral  vote  cast  in  all  the 
colleges  of  the  States  voting  for  the  office 
of  President.  The  4th  of  March,  1789,  was 
the  time  appointed  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  begin  its  operations, 
but  several  weeks  elapsed  before  quorums 
of  both  the  newly  constituted  houses  of  the 
Congress  were  assembled.  The  city  of  New 
York  was  the  place  where  the  Congrefs 
then  met.  April  16  Washington  left  his 
home  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
new  duties.  He  set  out  with  a  purpose  ot 
traveling  privately,  and  without  attracting 
any  public  attention  ;  but  this  was  impossi- 
ble. Everywhere  on  his  way  he  was  met 
with  tnronging  crowds,  eager  to  see  the 
mr.n  whcm  they  regarded  as  the  chief  de- 
fender of   their   liberties,  and    everywhere 
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he  was  hailed  with  those  public  manifesta- 
tions of  jov,  regard  and  love  which  spring 
spontaneously  from  the  hearts  of  an  affec- 
tionate and  grateful  people.  His  reception 
in  New  Y(irk  was  markerl  by  a  grandeur 
and  an  enthusiasm  never  before  witnessed 
in  that  metropolis.  The  inauguration  took 
place  April  30,  in  the  presence  of  an  immeiise 
multitude  which  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  new  and  imposing  ceremony.  The  oath 
of  office  was  administered  by  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  Chancellor  of  the  State.  When 
this  sacred  pledge  was  given,  he  ictired 
with  tiie  other  officials  into  the  Senate 
chamber,  where  he  delivered  his  inaugural 
address  to  both  houses  of  the  newly  con- 
stituted Congress  in  joint  assembly. 

In  the  nianiloid  details  of  his  ci\il  ad- 
ministration, Washington  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  requirements  ol  his  position. 
The  greater  portion  nf  the  first  session  of 
the  first  Congress  was  occupied  in  passing 
the  necessary  statutes  for  putting  the  new 
organization  into  complete  operation.  In 
the  discussions  brougiit  up  in  the  course  of 
this  legislation  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  new  system  came  under  general  review. 
On  no  one  of  them  did  any  decided  antago- 
nism of  opinion  arise.  All  held  it  to  be  a 
limited  government,  clothed  only  with  spe- 
cific powers  conferred  by  delegation  from 
the  States.  There  was  no  ciiange  in  the 
name  of  the  legislative  department  ;  it  still 
remained  "the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  .\merica."  There  was  no  change 
in  the  original  flag  of  the  country,  and  none 
in  the  seal,  which  still  remains  with  the 
Grecian  escutcheon  borne  by  the  eagle, 
with  other  emblems,  under  the  great  and 
expressive  motto,  "  E  Plunhiis  Ununt." 

The  first  division  of  parties  arose  upon 
the  manner  of  construing  the  powers  dele- 
gated, and  they  were  first  styled  "strict 
constructionists"  and  "  latitudinarian  con- 
structionists." The  former  were  for  con- 
fining the  action  of  the  Government  strictly 


within  its  specific  and  limited  sphere,  while 
the  others  were  for  enlarging  its  powers  by 
inference  and  implication.  Hamilton  and 
Jefferson,  both  members  of  the  first  cabinev*-- 
were  regarded  as  the  chief  leaders,  respect 
ively,  of  these  rising  antagonistic  parties 
which  have  existed,  under  different  names 
from  that  day  to  this.  Washington  'vas  re- 
garded as  holding  a  neutral  position  between 
them,  though,  by  mature  deliberation,  he 
vetoed  the  first  apportionment  bill,  in  1790, 
passed  by  the  party  headed  by  Hamilton, 
which  was  based  upon  a  principle  construct- 
ively leading  to  centralization  or  consoli- 
dation. This  was  the  first  exercise  of  the 
veto  power  under  the  present  Constitution. 
It  created  considerable  excitetiient  at  the 
time.  Another  bill  was  soon  passed  in  pur- 
suance of  Mr.  Jefferson's  views,  which  has 
been  adhered  to  in  principle  in  every  ap 
portionment  act  passed  since. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  new  Con- 
gress, Washington  announced  the  gratify- 
ing fact  of  "  the  accession  of  North  Caro- 
lina" to  the  Constitution  of  1787,  and  June 
I  of  the  same  year  he  announced  by  special 
message  the  like  "  accession  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,"  with  his  congratulations  on 
the  happy  event  which  "  united  under  the 
general  Government"  all  the  States  which 
were  originally  confederated. 

In  1792,  at  the  second  Presidential  elec- 
tion, Washington  was  desirous  to  retux ; 
but  he  yielded  to  the  general  wish  of  the 
country,  and  was  again  chosen  President 
by  the  unaniiiKjus  vote  of  every  electoral 
college.  At  the  third  election,  1796,  he  was 
again  most  urgently  entreated  to  consent  to 
remain  in  the  executive  chair.  This  he 
positively  refused.  In  September,  before 
the  election,  he  gave  to  his  countrymen  his 
memorable  Farewell  Ai.ldress,  which  in  lan- 
guage, sentiment  and  patriotism  was  a  fit 
and  crowning  glory  of  his  illustrious  life. 
After  March  4,  1797,  he  again  retired  to 
Mount  X'eruon  lor  peace,  quiet  and  repose. 


GEORGE     WASHINGrnN. 


His  administration  for  the  two  terms  had 
been  successful  beyond  the  expectation  and 
hopes  of  even  the  most  sanguine  of  his 
friends.  The  finances  of  the  country  were 
no  longer  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  the 
public  credit  was  fully  restored,  life  was 
given  to  every  department  of  industry,  the 
workings  of  the  new  system  in  allowing 
Congress  to  raise  revenue  from  duties  on 
imports  proved  to  be  not  only  harmonious 
in  its  federal  action,  but  astonishing  in  its 
results  upon  the  commerce  and  trade  of  all 
the  States.  The  exports  from  the  Union 
increased  from  $ 1 9,000,000  to  over  $56,000,- 
000  per  annum,  while  the  imports  increased 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  Three  new 
members  had  been  added  to  the  Union.  Tlie 
progress  of  the  States  in  their  new  career 
under  their  new  organization  thus  far  was 
exceedingly  encouraging,  not  only  to  the 
friends  of  libertv  within  their  own  limits, 
but  to  their  svmpatliizing  allies  in  all  climes 
imd  countries. 

01  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 


chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Vernon 
and  take  command  of  all  the  United  States 
forces,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General, 
when  war  was  threatened  with  France  in 
1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  except  to 
note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable  testimo- 
nial of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  still 
held  by  his  countrymen,  of  all  shades  of  po- 
litical opinion.  He  patriotically  accepted 
this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of  peace  put  a  stop 
to  all  action  under  it.  He  again  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon,  where,  after  a  short  and 
severe  illness,  he  died  December  14,  1799, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  The 
whole  country  was  filled  with  gloom  by  this 
sad  intelligence.  Men  of  all  parties  in  poli- 
tics and  creeds  in  religion,  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  united  with  Congress  in  "  pay- 
ing honor  to  the  man,  first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men " 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  faini'.^ 
vault  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  at  Mount 
Vernon,  where  they  still  lie  entombed. 
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■()IIX  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  of  the  United 
States,  1797  to  iSoi,  \v;is 
Ixjin  in  the  j)resent  town 
5'-'-  ir^''  '■ '.  "I '_*iiin(\',  then  a  portion 
"^-vi-^-'-i^^ttS-  —J.-  ol  Braintree,  Massachu- 
setts, October  30,  1735.  Ilis 
fatiier  was  a  farmer  of  niod- 
erate  means,  a  worthy  and 
-  industrious  man.  He  was 
a  deacon  in  the  churcli,  and 
was  very  desirous  of  gi'insa; 
his  son  a  CDJicsjiate  educa- 
tion, hopini,'-  tliat  he  would 
become  a  minister  of  the 
j^ospei.  But,  as  up  to  this 
time,  tlic  a'j^'e  ni  fourteen,  lie  had  been  only 
a  play-boy  in  the  tields  and  f(jrests,  lie  had 
no  t;iste  for  books,  lie  chose  farmiiii^.  On 
beiiii;  st't  tu  wiirk,  however,  by  his  father 
out  in  the  held,  the  ver\'  first  day  eon- 
verted   the  l)o\-  into  a  lover  of  l)ooks. 

Accordiiigl\-,  ;il  the  aije  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Harvard  Colietje,  and  graduated  in 
I7i5,  at  tlie  aire  of  twenty,  liij^hly  esteemed 
for  inlei^rity,  energy  and  al)iiity.  Thus, 
having  no  capital  but  his  education,  he 
started  out  into  the  sIomii\-  world  at  a  time 
of  great  jioliliial  excitement,  as  I'~iance  and 
England  were  then  engaged  in  their  great 
seven-years  struggle  for  the  mastery  over 
the   New    World.     The   tire  of   patriotism 


seized  young  Adams,  and  foi"  a  tifii<r  he 
studied  over  the  (|uestiou  whether  he 
should  take  to  the  law,  to  i)olitics  or  the 
arm\'.  He  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  to  a 
friend,  making  prophecies  concerning  the 
future  greatness  of  this  country  which  have 
since  been  more  than  fulfilled.  For  two 
\ears  he  taught  school  and  studied  law, 
wasting  no  odil  moments,  and  at  the  eariy 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  his  native  town.  His  inherited 
powers  of  mind  and  untiring  devotion  to 
his  profession  caused  him  to  rise  rapidly 
in  public  esteem. 

In  October,  1764,  Mr.  Atlam^  married 
Miss  Abigail  Smitli,  daughter  of  a  clergy- 
man at  Weymouth  and  a  lady  of  rare  per- 
sonal and  intellectual  endowments,  who 
afterward  contributed  much  to  hei-  hus- 
band's celebrit\'. 

.Soon  the  oppression  of  the  British  in 
America  reached  its  climax.  The  Boston 
inerchants  eniplo\-ed  an  attorney  by  the 
iKime  of  janies  ()lis  to  argue  the  legality  of 
oppressive  tax  law  before  the  Suj)erior 
Court.  Adams  heard  the  argument,  and 
afterward  wrote  to  .;  fi'ieiid  I'oiKcrning  the 
ability  displa\-ed,  as  follows:  ••()tiswasa 
flame  of  tire.  With  a  |)romptitude  of 
classical  allusion,  a  ikplh  ol  resr.nch,  a 
lapid  sumlnar^■  of  historical  e\-ents  and 
dates,  a  prolusion  of  legal  authorities  and  a 


n 
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pro[)lietic  glance  into  fiiturit\-,  lie  luirried 
awav  all  before  him.  American  independence 
zvas  then  and  there  born.  Every  man  of  an 
immensely  crowded  audience  appeared  to 
me  to  go  away,  as  I  did,  ready  to  take  up 
arms." 

Soon  Mr.  Adams  wrote  an  essay  to  be 
read  before  the  literary  club  of  his  town, 
upon  the  state  of  affairs,  which  was  so  able 
as  to  ;ittract  public  attention.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  American  journals,  republished 
in  England,  and  was  pronounced  by  the 
friends  of  the  colonists  there  as  "  one  (^f  the 
very  best  productions  ever  seen  from  North 
America." 

The  memorable  Stamp  Act  was  n()w 
issued,  and  Adams  entered  with  all  the 
ardor  of  his  soul  into  political  life  in  order 
to  resist  it.  He  drew  up  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions remonstrating  against  the  act,  which 
were  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Braintrec,  and  which  were  sub- 
sequently adopted,  word  for  word,  by  more 
than  forty  towns  in  the  State.  Popular 
commotion  prevented  the  landing  of  the 
Stamp  Act  papers,  and  the  English  author- 
ities then  closed  the  courts.  The  town  of 
Boston  therefore  appointed  Jeremy  Grid- 
lev,  James  Otis  and  John  Adams  to  argue  a 
petition  before  the  Governor  and  council 
for  the  re-opening  of  the  courts;  and  while 
the  two  first  mentioned  attorneys  based 
their  argument  upon  the  distress  caused  to 
the  people  by  the  measure,  Adams  boldly 
claimed  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  a  violation 
both  of  the  English  Constitution  and  the 
charter  of  the  Provinces.  It  is  said  that 
this  was  the  first  direct  denial  of  the  un- 
limited right  of  Parliament  over  the  ccilo- 
nies.  Soon  after  this  the  Stamp  Act  was 
repealed. 

Directly  Mr.  .■'.dams  was  employed  to 
defend  Anseil  Nickerson,  who  had  killed  an 
Englishman  in  the  act  of  impressing  him 
(Nickerson)  into  the  King's  service,  and  his 
client  was  acquitted,  the  court  thus  estab- 


lishing the  principle  that  the  infamous 
royal  prerogative  of  impressment  could 
have  no  existence  in  the  colonial  code. 
But  in  1770  Messrs.  Adams  and  J(jsiah 
Quincy  defended  a  party  of  British  soldiers 
who  had  been  arrested  for  murder  when 
they  had  been  only  obeving  Governmental 
orders;  and  when  reproached  for  thus  ap- 
parently deserting  the  cause  of  popular 
liberty,  Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  would  a 
thousandfold  rather  live  under  the  domina- 
tion of  the  worst  (^f  England's  kings  than 
under  that  of  a  lawless  mob.  Next,  after 
sjrving  a  term  as  a  member  of  tlie  Colonial 
Legislature  from  Boston.  Mi.  Adams,  find- 
ing his  health  affected  bv  too  great  labor, 
retired  to  his  native  home  at  Braintrce. 

The  year  1774  soon  arrived,  with  its  fa- 
mous Boston  "Tea  Partv,"  the  first  open 
act  of  rebellion.  .Adams  was  sent  to  the 
Congress  at  Philadelphia;  and  when  the 
Attorney-General  announced  thaf  Great 
Britain  had  "  determined  on  her  system, 
and  that  her  power  to  execute  it  was  irre- 
sistible," Adams  replied  :  "  I  know  that 
Great  Britain  has  determined  on  her  sys- 
tem, and  that  very  determination  deter- 
mines me  on  mine.  You  know  that  I  have 
been  constant  in  my  opposition  to  her 
measures.  The  die  is  now  cast.  1  have 
passed  the  Rubicon.  Sink  or  swim,  live  or 
die,  with  my  country,  is  mv  unalterable 
determination."  The  iiinior  beginning  to 
prevail  at  Philadelphia  that  the  Congress 
had  independence  in  view,  Adams  foresaw 
that  it  was  too  soon  to  declare  it  openly. 
He  advised  every  one  to  remain  quiet  in 
that  respect;  and  as  soon  as  it  became  ap- 
parent that  he  himself  was  for  independ- 
ence, he  was  advised  to  hide  himself,  which 
he  did. 

The  next  year  the  great  Revolutionary 
war  opened  in  earnest,  and  Mrs.  Adams, 
residing  near  Boston,  kept  her  husband  ad- 
vised by  letter  of  all  the  events  transpiring 
in  her  vicinity.     The  battle  of  Bunkej-  HiL' 
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came  un.  Congress  had  to  do  something 
immediately.  The  first  tiling  was  to 
choose  a  commander-in-chief  for  the — we 
can't  say  "  army  " — the  fighting  men  of  tlic 
cohDnics.  The  \ew  England  delegation 
was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  appoint- 
ing General  Ward,  then  at  the  head  nf  tlie 
Massachusetts  forces,  but  Mr.  Adams  uigi-d 
the  appointment  of  (ieorgc  Wasliingtcm, 
then  almost  unknown  ftutsidc  of  his  own 
State.  He  was  appointed  without  oppo- 
sition. Mr.  Adams  offered  the  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  annulling  all  the  ro\al 
authority  in  the  colonies.  Having  ilins 
prepared  the  wav,  a  few  weeks  later,  vi/., 
June  7,  1776,  Richard  Hcnrv  Lee,  of  \'ir- 
ginia,  who  a  few  months  before  had  declared 
tiiat  the  British  Government  would  abaii- 
tlon  its  oj)pressive  measures,  now  offered 
the  memorable  resolution,  seconded  bv 
Adams,  "that  these  United  States  are,  and 
of  right  ought  t(;  be,  fiec  and  independent." 
Jefferson,  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman  and 
Livingston  were  then  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  draught  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. Mr.  Jefferson  desired  Mr.  Adams 
to  draw  uj)  liie  bold  document,  but  the 
latter  pcrsuadjd  .^lr.  Jelfcrson  to  pcrlorni 
that  responsible  task.  riie  Declaration 
drawn  up,  Mr.  Adams  became  its  foremost 
defender  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  It  was 
signed  bv  all  the  ti!tv-five  numbers  present, 
and  the  neNt  da\-  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  his 
wife  how  great  a  deed  was  done,  and  how 
])roud  lie  uasol  it.  Mr.  Adams  coiitiiuicil 
to  lie  the  leading  man  ol  Congress,  and 
the  leading  advoc.ite  of  American  inde- 
l)endence.  Above  all  ollur  .\tn<.ricans, 
he  was  considered  b\  e\erv  one  the  orin- 
i  ipal  siiining  mark  for  Biitish  vengeance. 
Ihus  circumstanced,  he  was  ap|)ointed  to 
the  most  dangerous  task  of  crossing  the 
ocean  in  winter,  exposed  to  cajituie  bv  the 
Britisii,  who  knew  of  his  mission,  which 
was  to  visit  Paris  anrl  solicit  the  co-opera- 
tion of   the  French.      Besides,  to   lake   him- 


self awav  from  the  country  (A  which  he 
was  the  most  prominent  defender,  at  that 
critical  time,  was  an  act  of  the  greatest  self- 
sacrifice.  Sure  enough,  while  crossing  the 
sea,  he  had  two  very  narrow  escapes  from 
c.ipture;  and  the  transit  was  otherwise  a 
stormv  and  e\entful  one.  During  thf 
summer  o[  1779  he  returned  home,  but  was 
inimediatelv  dispatched  back  to  France,  to 
be  in  readiness  there  to  negotiate  terms  of 
peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain  as 
soon  as  the  latter  power  was  ready  for  such 
business.  But  as  Dr.  Franklin  was  more 
l)opular  than  heat  the  court  of  France,  Mr. 
Adams  repaired  to  Holland,  where  he  was 
lar  tnore  successful  as  a  diplomatist. 

The  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
-States  and  England  was  finally  signed  at 
Paris,  January  21,  1783;  and  the  re-action 
from  so  great  excitement  as  Mr.  Adams  had 
so  long  been  experiencing  threw  him  into 
a  dangerous  fever.  Before  he  fully  re- 
covered he  was  in  London,  whence  he  was 
dispatched  again  to  Amsterdam  to  negoti- 
ate another  loan.  Compliance  with  this 
order  undermined  his  physical  constitution 
for  life. 

in  I7,S5  .Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  envoy 
to  the  court  of  St.  James,  to  meet  face  to 
face  the  ver\-  king  who  had  regarded  him 
as  an  arch  traitor  1  Accordingly  he  re- 
paiietl  thithei',  where  he  did  actually  meet 
and  convirse  with  George  IlL!  After  a 
residence  there  for  about  three  years,  he 
obtained  permission  to  return  to  America. 
While  in  fvondon  he  wrote  and  published 
an  able  work,  in  tlirec  volumes,  entitled: 
'■  .\  Defense  of  the  .\merican  Constitution." 

The  .Articles  of  Confederation  proving 
inefficient,  as  Adams  had  prophesied,  a 
carefulU  diaughted  Constitution  was 
.adopted  in  17S9,  when  George  Washington 
was  elected  {'resident  of  the  new  nation, 
and  Adams  Vice-President.  Congress  met 
for  a  time  in  New  York,  but  was  removed 
to  I'iiiladelphia  for  ten  years,  until  suitable 
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buildings  should  be  erected  at  the  new 
capital  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
Adams  then  moved  his  family  to  Phila- 
deiphia.  Toward  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  the  French  Revolution  culminated, 
when  Adams  and  Washington  rather 
sympathized  with  England,  and  Jefferson 
with  France.  The  Presidential  election  of 
1796  resulted  in  giving  Mr.  Adams. the  first 
place  by  a  small  majority,  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son the  second  place. 

Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  consci- 
entious, patriotic  and  able.  The  period 
was  a  turbulent  one,  and  even  an  archangel 
could  not  have  reconciled  the  hostile  par- 
ties. Partisanism  with  reference  to  Eng- 
land and  France  was  bitter,  and  for  four 
years  Mr.  Adams  struggled  through  almost 
a  constant  tempest  of  assaults.  In  fact,  he 
was  not  truly  a  popular  man,  and  his  cha- 
grin at  not  receiving  a  re-election  was  so 
great  that  he  did  not  even  remain  at  Phila- 
delphia to  witness  the  inauguration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  successor.  The  friendly 
intimacy  between  these  two  men  was 
interrupted  for  about  thirteen  years  of  their 
life.  Adams  finall}-  made  the  first  advances 
toward  a  restoration  of  their  mutual  friend- 
ship, which  were  gratefully  accepted  by 
Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  was  glad  of  his  opportunity 
to  retire  to  private  lite,  where  he  could  rest 
his  mind  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  home. 
By  a  thousand  bitter  experiences  he  found 
the  path  of  public  duty  a  thorny  one.  For 
twenty-si.K  years  his  service  of  the  public 
was  as  arduous,  self-sacrificing  and  devoted 
as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  man.  In  one  im- 
portant sense  he  was  as  much  the  "  Father 
of  his  Country "  as  was  Washington  in 
another  sense.  During  these  long  years  of 
anxiety  and  toil,  in  which  he  was  laying, 
broad    and    deep,    the    foundations   of   the 


greatest  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  upon,  he 
received  from  his  impoverished  country  a 
meager  support.  The  only  privilege  he 
carried  with  him  into  his  retirement  was 
that  of  franking  his  letters. 

Although  taking  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  both  himself  and  his  son,  John 
Quincy,  nobly  supported  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
England,  who  persisted  in  searching 
American  ships  on  the  high  seas  and 
dragging  from  them  any  sailors  that  might 
be  designated  by  any  pert  lieutenant  as 
British  subjects.  Even  for  this  noble  sup- 
port Mr.  Adams  was  maligned  by  thou- 
sands of  bitter  enemies  !  On  this  occasion, 
for  the  first  time  since  his  retirement,  he 
broke  silence  and  drew  up  a  very  able 
paper,  exposing  the  atrocity  of  the  British 
pretensions. 

Mr.  Adams  outlived  nearly  all  his  family. 
Though  his  physical  frame  began  to  give 
way  many  years  before  his  death,  his  mental 
powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to 
the  last.  In  his  ninetieth  year  he  was 
gladdened  by  the  popular  elevation  of  his 
son  to  the  Presidential  office,  the  highest  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  A  few  months  more 
passed  away  and  the  4th  of  July,  1826, 
arrived.  The  people,  unaware  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  two  great  lives — 
that  of  Adams  and  Jefferson — were  making 
unusual  preparations  for  a  national  holiday. 
Mr.  Adams  lay  upon  his  couch,  listening  to 
the  ringing  of  bells,  the  waftures  of  martial 
music  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  with  silent 
emotion.  Only  four  days  before,  he  had 
given  for  a  public  toast,  "  Independence 
forever."  About  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon he  said,  "And  Jefferson  still  survives." 
But  he  was  mistaken  by  an  hour  or  so; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  had  breathed  his 
last. 
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[HO  MAS  J  EI- !•  ER- 
son,  the  tliird  Presi- 
dent of  the  United 
States,  i8oi-'9,  was 
born  April  2,  1743, 
the  eldest  child  of 
his  parents,  Peter 
and  Jane  (Randolph)  Jef- 
ferson, near  Charlottes- 
ville, Albemarle  County, 
Virginia,  upon  the  slopes 
of  the  Blue  Ridge.  When 
he -was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  his  father  died,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  eight 
children.  She  wasa  beau- 
tiful and  accomplished 
lady,  a  good  letter-writer,  with  a  fund  of 
humor,  and  an  admirable  housekeeper.  His 
parents  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England, 
and  are  said  to  be  of  Welch  origin.  But 
little  is  known  of  them,  however. 

Thomas  was  naturally  of  a  serious  turn 
of  mind,  apt  to  learn,  and  a  favorite  at 
school,  his  choice  studies  being  mathemat- 
ics and  the  classics.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  William  and  Mary  College, 
in  an  advanced  class,  and  lived  in  rather  an 
expensive  style,  consequently  being  much 
caressed  by  gay  society.  That  he  was  not 
ruined,  is  yiroof  of  his  stamina  of  character. 
But  during  his  second  year  he  discarded 


society,  his  horses  and  even  his  favorite 
violin,  and  devoted  thenceforward  filteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  studv,  becoming  ex- 
traordinarilv  proficient  in  Latin  and  Greek 
authors. 

On  leaving  college,  before  he  was  twenty- 
one,  he  commenced  the  studv  of  law,  and 
pursued  it  diligently  until  he  was  well 
qualified  for  practice,  upon  which  he 
entered  in  1767.  By  this  time  he  was  also 
versed  in  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  An- 
glo-Saxon, and  in  the  criticism  of  the  fine 
arts.  Being  very  polite  and  polished  in  his 
manners,  he  won  the  friendship  of  all  whom 
he  met.  Though  able  with  his  pen,  he  was 
not  fluent  in  public  speech. 

In  1769  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  and  was  the  largest 
slave-holding  member  of  that  body.  He 
introduced  a  bill  empowering  slave-holders 
to  manumit  their  slaves,  but  it  was  rejected 
by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

In  1770  Mr.  Jefferson  met  with  a  great 
loss;  his  house  at  Shadwill  was  burned, 
and  his  valuable  library  of  2,000  volumes 
was  consumed.  But  he  was  wealthy 
enough  to  replace  the  most  of  it,  as  from 
his  5,000  acres  tilled  by  slaves  and  his 
practice  at  the  bar  his  income  amounted  to 
about  $5,000  a  year. 

In  1772  ho  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton. 
a    beautiful,    wealthy    and     accomplished 
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young  widow,  who  owned  40,000  acres  of 
land  and  130  slaves;  yet  he  labored  assidu- 
ously for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  For  his 
new  home  he  selected  a  majestic  rise  of 
land  upon  his  large  estate  at  Shadwell, 
called  Monticello,  whereon  he  erected  a 
mansion  of  modest  yet  elegant  architecture. 
Here  he  lived  in  luxury,  indulging  his  taste 
in  magnificent,  high-blooded  horses. 

At  this  period  the  British  Government 
gradually  became  more  insolent  and  op- 
pressive toward  the  American  colonies, 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  was  ever  one  of  the  most 
foremost  to  resist  its  encroachments.  From 
time  to  time  he  drew  up  resolutions  of  re- 
monstrance, which  were  finally  adopted, 
thus  proving  his  ability  as  a  statesman  and 
as  a  leader.  By  the  vear  1774  he  became 
quite  busy,  both  with  voice  and  pen,  in  de- 
fending the  right  of  the  colonies  to  defend 
themselves.  His  pamphlet  entitled  :  "  A 
Summary  View  of  the  Rights  of  British 
America,"  attracted  much  attention  in  Eng- 
land. The  following  year  he,  in  company 
with  George  Washington,  served  as  an  ex- 
ecutive committee  in  measures  to  defend 
by  arms  the  State  of  Virginia.  As  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Congress,  he  was  not  a  speech- 
maker,  yet  in  conversation  and  upon 
committees  he  was  so  frank  and  decisive 
that  he  always  made  a  favorable  impression. 
But  as  late  as  the  autumn  of  1775  he  re- 
mained in  h(jpes  of  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  country. 

At  length,  however,  the  hour  arrived  for 
draughting  the  "  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence," and  this  responsible  task  was  de- 
volved upon  Jefferson.  Franklin,  and 
Adams  suggested  a  few  verbal  corrections 
before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress,  which 
was  June  28,  1776,  only  six  days  before  it 
was  adopted.  During  the  three  days  of 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  criticism  through  which 
it  passed  in  Congress,  Mr.  Jefferson  opened 
not  his  lips.  John  Adams  was  the  main 
champion  of  the  Declaration  on  the  floor 


of  Congress.  The  signing  of  this  document 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  momentous 
occasions  ever  attended  to  by  man.  Prayer 
and  silence  reigned  throughout  the  hall, 
and  each  signer  realized  that  if  American 
independence  was  not  finally  sustained  by 
arms  he  was  doomed  to  the  scaffold. 

After  the  colonies  became  independent 
States,  Jefferson  resigned  for  a  time  his  seat 
in  Congress  in  order  to  aid  in  organizing 
the  government  of  Virginia,  of  which  State 
he  was  chosen  Governor  in  1779,  when  he 
was  thirty-six  years  of  age.  At  this  time 
the  British  had  possession  of  Georgia  and 
were  invading  South  Carolina,  and  at  one 
time  a  British  officer,  Farleton,  sent  a 
secret  expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture 
the  Governor.  Five  minutes  after  Mr. 
Jefferson  escaped  with  his  famil)^  his  man- 
sion was  in  possession  of  the  enemy  !  The 
British  troops  also  destroyed  his  valuable 
plantation  on  the  James  River.  "  Had  they 
carried  off  the  slaves,"  said  Jefferson,  with 
characteristic  magnanimity,  "  to  give  them 
freedom,  they  would  have  done  right." 

The  year  1781  was  a  gloomy  one  for  the 
Virginia  Governor.  While  confined  to  his 
secluded  home  in  the  forest  by  a  sick  and 
d3'ing  wife,  a  party  arose  against  him 
throughout  the  State,  severel}'  criticising 
his  course  as  Governor.  Being  very  sensi- 
tive to  reproach,  this  touched  him  to  the 
quick,  and  the  heap  of  troubles  then  sur- 
rounding him  nearly  crushed  him.  He  re- 
solved, in  despair,  to  retire  from  public  life 
for  the  rest  of  his  days.  For  weeks  Mr. 
Jefferson  sat  lovingly,  but  with  a  crushed 
heart,  at  the  bedside  of  his  sick  wife,  during 
which  time  unfeeling  letters  were  sent  to 
him,  accusing  him  of  weakness  and  unfaith- 
fulness to  duty.  All  this,  after  he  had  lost 
so  much  property  and  at  the  same  time 
done  so  much  for  his  country !  After  her 
death  he  actually  fainted  away,  and  re- 
mained so  long  insensible  that  it  was  feared 
he  never  would  recover!     Several  weeks 


PItES/DE.VTS     OF     THE     U  XI  TED     STATES. 


passed  before  he  could  fully  recover  his 
equilibrium.  He  was  never  married  a 
second  time. 

In  the  spring  of  17S2  the  people  of  Eng- 
land compelled  their  king  to  make  to  the 
Americans  overtures  of  peace,  and  in  No- 
vember following,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  reap- 
pointed by  Congress,  unanimously  and 
without  a  single  adverse  remark,  minister 
[ilenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treat}'. 

In  March,  17S4,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  ap- 
pointed on  a  committee  to  draught  a  plan 
for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory.  His  slavery-prohibition  clause 
in  that  plan  was  stricken  out  by  the  pro- 
slavery  majority  of  the  committee;  but  amid 
all  the  controversies  and  wrangles  of  poli- 
ticians, he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  contra- 
dict anybody  or  engage  in  any  discussion 
as  a  debater. 

In  company  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  appointed  in 
May,  1784,  to  act  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
in  the  negotiation  of  treaties  of  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  Accordingly,  he  went 
to  Paris  and  satisfactorily  accomplished  his 
mission.  The  suavity  and  high  bearing  of 
his  manner  made  all  the  French  his  friends; 
and  even  Mrs.  Adams  at  one  time  wrote 
to  her  sister  that  he  was  "  the  chosen 
of  the  eartli."  But  all  the  honors  that 
he  received,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
seemed  to  make  no  change  in  the  simplicity 
of  his  republican  tastes.  On  his  return  to 
America,  he  found  two  parties  respecting 
the  foreign  commercial  policy,  Mr.  Adams 
sympathizing  with  that  in  favor  of  England 
and  himself  favoring  France. 

On  the  inauguration  of  General  Wash- 
ington as  President,  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
chosen  by  him  for  the  ofTiceof  Secretary  of 
State.  At  this  time  the  rising  storm  of  the 
French  Revolution  became  visible,  and 
Washington  watched  it  with  great  anxiety. 
His  cabinet  was  divided  in  their  views  of 
constitutional   government  as   well   as  re- 


garding the  issues  in  France.  General 
Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury',  was 
the  leader  of  the  so-called  Federal  party, 
while  Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  party.  At  the  same  time  there 
was  a  strong  monarchical  party  in  this 
country,  with  which  Mr.  Adams  sympa- 
thized. Some  important  financial  measures, 
which  were  proposed  by  Hamilton  and 
finally  adopted  by  the  cabinet  and  approved 
by  Washington,  were  opposed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  ;  and  his  enemies  then  began  to 
reproach  him  with  holding  office  under  an 
administration  whose  views  he  opposed. 
The  F'resident  poured  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters.  On  his  re-election  to  the  Presi- 
dency he  desired  Mr.  Jefferson  to  remain 
in  the  cabinet,  but  tiic  latter  sent  in  his 
resignation  at  two  different  times,  probably 
because  he  was  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government.  His 
final  one  was  not  received  until  January  i, 
1794,  when  General  Washington  parted 
from  him  with  great  regret. 

Jefferson  then  retired  to  his  quiet  home 
at  Monticello,  to  enjoy  a  good  rest,  not  even 
reading  the  newspapers  lest  the  political 
gossip  should  disquiet  him.  On  the  Presi- 
dent's again  c:illing  him  back  to  the  office 
of  Secretary-  of  State,  he  replied  that  no 
circumstances  would  ever  again  tempt  him 
to  engage  in  anything  jmblic!  But,  while 
all  Europe  was  ablaze  with  war,  and  France 
in  the  throes  of  a  blood\-  i-evolution  and  the 
principal  theater  of  the  conflict,  ;i  new 
I'residential  election  in  this  coimtry  came 
on.  John  Adams  was  the  Federal  candi- 
date and  Mr.  Jefferson  became  the  Republi- 
can candidate.  The  result  of  the  election 
was  the  promotion  of  the  latter  to  the  Vice- 
Presidency,  while  the  former  was  chosen 
President.  In  this  contest  Mi'.  Jefferson 
really  did  not  desiie  to  hav(;  either  (jtficc, 
he  was  "so  weary"  of  party  strile.  He 
loved  the  retirement  of  home  more  than 
any  other  place  on  the  earth. 
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But  for  four  long  j-ears  his  Vice-Presi- 
dency passed  jo^-lessly  away,  while  the 
partisan  strife  between  Federalist  and  Re- 
publican was  ever  growing  hotter.  The 
former  party  split  and  the  result  of  the 
fourth  general  election  was  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency !  with 
Aaron  Burr  as  Vice-President.  These  men 
being  at  the  head  of  a  growing  party,  their 
election  was  hailed  everywhere  with  jo}-. 
On  the  other  hand,  man}'  of  the  Federalists 
turned  pale,  as  they  believed  what  a  portion 
of  the  pulpit  and  the  press  had  been  preach- 
ing— that  Jefferson  was  a  "  scoffing  atheist," 
a  "Jacobin,"  the  "  incarnation  of  all  evil," 
"breathing  threatening  and  slaughter!  " 

Mr.  Jefferson's  inaugural  address  con- 
tained nothing  but  the  noblest  sentiments, 
expressed  in  fine  language,  and  his  personal 
behavior  afterward  exhibited  the  e.Ktreme 
of  American,  democratic  simplicity.  His 
disgust  of  European  court  etiquette  grew 
upon  him  with  age.  He  believed  that 
General  Washington  was  somewhat  dis- 
trustful of  the  ultimate  success  of  a  popular 
Government,  and  that,  imbued  with  a  little 
admiration  of  the  forms  of  a  monarchical 
Government,  he  had  instituted  levees,  birth- 
days, pompous  meetings  with  Congress, 
etc.  Jefferson  was  always  polite,  even  to 
slaves  everywhere  he  met  them,  and  carried 
in  his  countenance  the  indications  of  an  ac- 
commodating disposition. 

The  political  principles  of  the  Jeflersoni- 
an  party  now  swept  the  country,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  himself  swayed  an  influence  which 
was  never  exceeded  even  by  Washington. 
Under  his  administration,  in  1803,  the  Lou- 
isiana purchase  was  made,  for  $15,000,000, 
the  "  Louisiana  Territory  "  purchased  com- 
prising all  the  land  west  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  year  1804  witnessed  anotlier  severe 
loss  in  his  famil}'.  His  highl}'  accomplished 
and  most  beloved  daughter  Maria  sickened 
and    died,    causing    as    great    grief    in    the 


stricken  parent  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
survive  with  any  degree  of  sanit)-. 

The  same  year  he  was  re-elected  to  tl'.e 
Presidency,  with  George  Clinton  as  Vice- 
President.  During  his  second  term  our 
relations  with  England  became  more  com- 
plicated, and  on  June  22,  1S07,  near  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  the  United  .States  frigate 
Chesapeake  was  fired  upon  bv  the  Brit- 
ish man-of-war  Leopard,  and  was  made 
to  surrender.  Three  men  were  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  Jefferson  demanded  repara- 
tion. England  grew  insolent.  It  became 
evident  that  war  was  determined  upon  by 
the  latter  power.  More  than  1,200  Ameri- 
cans were  forced  into  the  British  service 
upon  the  high  seas.  Before  anv  satisfactory 
solution  was  reached,  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Presidential  term  closed.  Amid  all  these 
public  excitements  he  thought  constantly 
of  the  welfare  of  his  family,  and  longed 
for  the  time  when  he  could  return  home 
to  remain.  There,  at  Monticello,  his  sub- 
sequent life  was  verv  similar  to  that  of 
Washington  at  Mt.  Vernon.  His  hospi- 
tality toward  his  numerous  friends,  indul- 
gence of  his  slaves,  and  misfortunes  to  his 
property,  etc.,  finally  involved  him  in  debt. 
For  years  his  home  resembled  a  fashion- 
able watering-place.  During  the  summer, 
thirty-seven  house  servants  were  required! 
It  was  presided  over  bv  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Randolph. 

Mr.  Jefferson  did  much  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  University  at  Charlottesville, 
making  it  unsectarian,  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  American  institutions,  but  poverty 
and  the  feebleness  of  old  age  prevented 
him  from  doing  what  he  would.  He  even 
went  so  far  as  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  permission  to  dispose  of  some  of  his 
possessions  by  lottery,  in  order  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  for  home  expenses.  It  was 
granted ;  but  before  the  plan  was  carried 
out,   Mr.    Jefferson    died,  July    4,    1826,   at 
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AMIvS     MADISON,    t  he- 
four  th    President    of    the 
S'^.fi^     United    States,    iSog-'i;. 
:^  was    l)orn    at    Port  Con- 

tv,  \va\-.  Prince  Georg-e 
ii./^>'  ("otnitv.  N'irijiiiia,  ^[arch 
\Ck  1751.  His  f  a  t  li  e  r, 
Coi(jnel  James  Madison,  was 
a  wealth V  planter,  residing 
upon  a  very  fine  estate 
called  "  .Montpelier,"  only 
1  \vent\-ti\e  miles  from  the 
honie  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
:it  Moniici'llo.  Tiie  closest 
j)ersonal  and  jiolitical  at- 
taciimeiit  existed  between 
these  illustrious  nicu  Ironi  their  early  youth 
until  death. 

James  was  the  eldest  ol  a  family  (jf  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  attained  maturity.  I  lis  early  edu- 
cation was  conducted  mostly  at  home, 
lUKJer  a  jjriyate  tutor.  iJeing  naturally  in- 
tellectual in  his  tastes,  he  consecrated  him- 
self witii  muisual  yigor  to  study.  At  a  ycry 
early  age  lie  matic  considerable  prf)ficicncy 
in  the  Greek,  Latin,  I-Vench  and  Spanish 
languages.  In  ij''"^  he  entered  Princeton 
College,  Xew  Jersey,  of  which  the  illus- 
trious Dr.  Weathcrspoon  was  then  Presi- 
dent.     I  le  giaduati-cl   in   i""!.  with   a  char- 


acter of  the  utmost  purity,  and  a  mind 
highly  disciplined  and  stored  with  all  the 
learning  which  embellished  and  gave  effi- 
ciency to  his  subsequent  career.  After 
graduating  he  pursued  a  course  of  reading 
for  several  months,  under  the  guidance  of 
President  Weathcrspoon,  and  in  1772  re- 
turned to  Virginia,  where  he  continued  in 
incessant  study  for  two  years,  nominally 
directed  to  the  law,  but  really  including 
extended  researches  in  theology,  philoso- 
phy and  general  literature. 

The  Church  of  England  was  the  estab- 
lishefi  church  in  Virginia,  invested  with  all 
the  ])rerogatives  and  immunities  which  it 
enjoyed  in  the  fatherland,  and  other  de- 
nominations labored  under  serious  disabili- 
tii-s,  the  enforcement  of  which  was  rightly 
or  wrongly  characterizeii  by  them  as  per- 
secution. Madison  took  a  prominent  stand 
in  behalf  of  the  reuio\al  of  all  disabilities, 
repeatedly  appeared  in  the  court  of  his  own 
county  to  defend  the  Baptist  nonconform- 
ists, and  was  elected  from  Orange  County  to 
the  \'irginia  Convention  in  the  spring  of 
1766,  when  he  signalized  the  bcgiiming  of 
his  ]iublic  career  by  procuring  the  passage 
of  an  .nnindment  to  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  as  |irepared  by  George  Mason,  sub- 
stituting for  "toleration"  a  more  emphatic 
assertion  of  reli<rious  llbertv. 
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In  1776  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Virgmia  Convention  to  frame  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  Lilce  Jefferson,  he  took 
but  little  part  in  the  public  debates.  His 
main  strength  lay  in  his  conversational  in- 
fluence and  in  his  pen.  In  November,  1777, 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State,  and  in  March,  1780,  took  his  seat  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  first 
gained  prominence  through  his  energetic 
opposition  to  the  issue  of  paper  money  by 
the  States.  He  continued  in  Congress  three 
years,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential 
members. 

In  1784  Mr.  Madison  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  He  ren- 
dered important  service  by  promoting  and 
participating  in  that  revision  of  the  statutes 
which  effectually  abolished  the  remnants  of 
the  feudal  system  subsistent  up  to  that 
time  in  the  form  of  entails,  primogeniture, 
and  State  support  given  the  Anglican 
Church  ;  and  his  "  Memorial  and  Remon- 
strance" against  a  general  assessment  for 
the  support  of  religion  is  one  of  the  ablest 
papers  which  emanated  from  his  pen.  It 
settled  the  question  of  the  entire  separation 
of  church  and  State  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  of  him,  in  allusion  to 
the  study  and  experience  through  which  he 
had  already  passed : 

"  Trained  in  these  successive  schools,  he 
acquired  a  habit  of  self-possession  which 
placed  at  ready  command  the  rich  resources 
of  his  luminous  and  discriminating  mind  and 
of  his  extensive  information,  and  rendered 
him  the  first  of  every  assembly  of  which  he 
afterward  became  a  member.  Never  wan- 
dering from  his  subject  into  vain  declama- 
tion, but  pursuing  it  closely  in  language 
pure,  classical  and  copious,  soothing  al- 
ways the  feelings  of  his  adversaries  by  civili- 
ties and  softness  of  expression,  he  rose  to  the 
eminent  station  which  he  held  in  the  great 
National  Convention  of  17S7;  and  in  that  of 
Virginia,  which  foUctwed,  he  sustained  the 


new  Constitution  in  all  its  parts,  bearing  off 
the  palm  against  the  logic  of  George  Mason 
and  the  fervid  declamation  of  Patrick 
Henr3\  With  these  consummate  powers 
were  united  a  pure  and  spotless  virtue 
which  no  calumny  has  ever  attempted  to 
sullv-  Of  the  power  and  polish  of  his  pen, 
and  of  the  wisdom  of  his  administration  in 
the  highest  office  of  the  nation,  I  need  say 
nothing.  They  have  spoken,  and  will  for- 
ever speak,  for  themselves." 

In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison  took  the 
initiative  in  proposing  a  meeting  of  State 
Commissioners  to  devise  measures  for  more 
satisfactory  commercial  relations  between 
the  States.  A  meeting  was  held  at  An- 
napolis to  discuss  this  subject,  and  but  five 
States  were  represented.  The  convention 
issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son, urging  all  the  States  to  send  their  dele- 
gates to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to 
draught  a  Constitution  for  the  United 
States.  The  delegates  met  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, every  State  except  Rhode  Island 
being  represented.  George  Washington 
was  chosen  president  of  the  convention, 
and  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  then  and  there  form.ed.  There 
was  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  active  in 
framing  this  immortal  document  than  the 
mind  and  pen  of  James  Madison.  He  was, 
perhaps,  its  ablest  advocate  in  the  pages  of 
the   Federalist. 

Mr.  Madison  was  a  member  of  the  first 
four  Congresses,  1789-97,  in  which  he  main- 
tained a  moderate  opposition  to  Hamilton's 
financial  policy.  He  declined  the  mission 
to  France  and  the  Secretaryship  of  State, 
and,  graduall)'  identifying  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  became  from  1792  its 
avowed  leader.  In  1796  he  was  its  choice 
for  the  Presidency  as  successor  to  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  Jefferson  wrote :  "  There  is 
not  another  person  in  the  United  States 
with  whom,  being  placed  at  the  helm  of  our 
affairs,  my  mi-nd  would  be  so  completely  at 
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rest  for  the  fortune  of  our  political  bark." 
But  Mr.  Madison  declined  to  be  a  candi- 
date. His  term  in  Congress  had  cxjiircd, 
and  lie  returned  from  New  Vork  to  his 
beautiful  retreat  at  Montpelier. 

In  1794  Mr.  Madison  married  a  )'oun<^ 
widow  of  remarkable  powers  of  fascination 
—  Mrs.  Todd.  Her  maiden  name  was  Doro- 
thy !';iinc.  She  was  born  in  1767,  in  Vir- 
j,nnia,  ot  (Hiaker  parents,  and  had  been 
educated  in  the  strictest  rules  of  that  sect. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age  she  inarricd 
a  young  lawyer  and  moved  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she  was  introduced  to  brilliant  scenes 
of  fashionable  life.  She  speedily  laid  aside 
the  dress  and  address  of  the  Quakeress,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  fascinating  ladies 
of  the  republican  court.  In  New  York, 
alter  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  was  the 
belle  of  the  season  and  was  surrounded  with 
admirers.  Mr.  Madison  won  the  prize. 
She  proved  an  invaluable  helpmate.  In 
Washington  she  was  the  life  of  society. 
If  there  was  any  diffident,  timid  young 
girl  just  making  her  appearance,  she 
found  ill  .Mrs.  Madison  an  encouraging 
friend. 

During  the  stormy  administration  of  Jcjlin 
Adams  Madison  remained  in  private  life, 
but  was  the  author  of  the  celebrated  "  Reso- 
lutions of  179S,"  ailojjled  by  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  in  condemnation  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws,  as  well  as  of  the  "  report" 
in  which  he  defended  those  resolutions, 
which  is,  by  many,  considered  his  ablest 
State  paper. 

The  storm  passed  away;  tin-  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws  were  repea'.ed,  John  Adams 
lost  his  re-election,  and  in  1801  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson was  chosen  President.  The  great  re- 
action in  public  sentiment  which  seated 
Jefferson  in  the  jiresidential  chair  was  large- 
ly owing  to  the  writings  of  .Madison,  who 
was  consequently  well  entitled  to  the  post 
of  Secretary  of  .State.  With  great  ability 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible 


office  during  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Jeffer 
son's  administration. 

As  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  widower,  and 
neither  of  his  daughters  could  be  often  with 
him,  Mrs.  Madison  usually  presided  over 
the  festivities  of  the  White  House;  and  as 
her  husband  succeeded  Mr.  Jefferson,  hold- 
ing his  office  for  two  terms,  this  remarkable 
woman  was  the  mistress  of  the  |)residential 
mansion  for  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Madison  being  entirely  engrossed  by 
the  cares  of  his  office,  all  the  duties  of  so- 
cial life  devolved  upon  his  accomplished 
wife.  Never  were  such  responsibilities 
more  ably  discharged.  The  most  bitter 
foes  of  her  husband  and  of  the  administra- 
tion were  received  with  the  frankly  prof- 
fered hand  and  the  cordial  smile  of  wel- 
come; and  the  influence  of  this  gentle 
woman  in  allaying  the  bitterness  of  party 
ranc(3r  became  a  great  and  salutary  power 
in  the  nation. 

As  the  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Presidency 
drew  near  its  close,  party  strife  was  roused 
to  the  utmost  to  elect  his  successor.  It  was 
a  death-grapple  between  the  two  great 
parties,  the  Federal  and  Republican.  Mr. 
.Madison  was  chosen  President  by  an  elec 
toral  vote  of  122  to  53,  and  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1S09,  at  a  critical  period,  when 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Great 
IJiitain  were  becoming  embittered,  and  his 
first  term  was  passed  in  diplomatic  quarrels, 
aggravated  bv  the  act  of  non-intercourse  of 
May,  iSio,  and  hnallv  resulting  in  a  decla- 
ration of  war. 

On  the  iStli  of  June,  1S12,  President 
Madison  gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of 
Congress  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain. Notwithstanding  the  bitter  hostility 
of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved ;  and  in  the  autumn 
Madison  was  re-elected  to  the  Presidency 
by  12.S  electoral  votes  to  89  in  favor  of 
George  Clinton. 

March  4,  1S17,  Madison  vicldedthe  I'resi- 


dency  to  his  Secretary  of  State  and  inti- 
mate friend,  James  Monroe,  and  retired  to 
his  ancestral  estate  at  Montpelier,  where  he 
passed  the  evening  of  his  days  surrounded 
by  attached  friends  and  enjoying  the 
merited  respect  of  the  whole  nation.  He 
took  pleasure  in  promoting  agriculture,  as 
president  of  tlie  county  society,  and  in 
watching  the  development  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  of  which  he  was  long  rector  and 
visitor.  In  extreme  old  age  he  sat  in  1829 
as  a  member  of  the  convention  called  to  re- 
form the  Virginia  Constitution,  where  his 
appearance  was  hailed  with  the  most  gen- 
uine interest  and  satisfaction,  though  he 
was  too  infirm  to  participate  in  the  active 
work  of  revision.  Small  in  stature,  slender 
and  delicate  in  form,  with  a  countenance 
full  of  intelligence,  and  expressive  alike  of 
mildness  and  dignity,  he  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  all  who  attended  the  convention, 
and  was  treated  with  the  utinost  deference. 
He  seldom  addressed  the  assembly,  though 
he  always  appeared  self-possessed,  and 
watched  with  unflagging  interest  the  prog- 
ress of  every  measure.  Though  the  con- 
vention sat  sixteen  weeks,  he  spoke  only 
twice ;  but  when  he  did  speak,  the  whole 
house  paused  to  listen.  His  voice  was 
feeble  though  his  enunciation  was  very  dis- 
tinct. One  of  the  reporters,  Mr.  Stansburv, 
relates  the  following  anecdote  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's last  speech: 

"  The  next  day,  as  there  was  a  great  call 
for  it,  and  the  report  had  not  been  returned 
for  publication,  I  sent  my  son  with  a  re- 
spectful note,  requesting  the  manuscript. 
My  son  was  a  lad  of  sixteen,  whom  I  had 
taken  with  me  to  act  as  amanuensis.  On 
delivering  my  note,  he  was  received  with 
the  utmost  politeness,  and  requested  to 
come  up  into  Mr.  Madison's  room  and  wait 
while  his  eye  ran  over  the  paper,  as  com- 
pany had  prevented  his  attending  to  it.  He 
did  so,  and  Mr.  Madison  sat  down  to  correct 
the  report.     The  lad  stood  near  him  so  that 
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his  eye  fell  on  the  paper.  Coming  to  a 
certain  sentence  in  the  speech,  Mr.  Madison 
erased  a  word  and  substituted  another  ;  but 
hesitated,  and  not  feeling  satisfied  with  the 
second  word,  drew  his  pen  through  it  also. 
My  son  was  young,  ignorant  of  the  world, 
and  unconscious  of  the  solecism  of  which  he 
was  about  to  be  guilty,  when,  in  all  simplic- 
ity, he  suggested  a  word.  Probably  no 
other  person  then  living  would  have  taken 
such  a  liberty.  But  the  sage,  instead  of 
regarding  such  an  intrusion  with  a  frown, 
raised  his  eyes  to  the  boy's  face  with  a 
pleased  surprise,  and  said,  '  Thank  you,  sir  ; 
it  is  the  very  word,'  and  immediately  in- 
serted it.  I  saw  him  the  next  day,  and  he 
mentioned  the  circumstance,  with  a  compli- 
ment on  the  young  critic." 

Mr.  Madison  died  at  Montpelier,  June  28, 
1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 
While  not  possessing  tiie  highest  order  of 
talent,  and  deficient  in  oratorical  powers, 
he  was  pre-eminently  a  statesman,  of  a  well- 
balanced  mind.  His  attainments  were  solid, 
his  knowledge  copious,  his  judgment  gener- 
ally sound,  his  powers  of  anal3-sis  and  logi- 
cal statement  rarely  surpassed,  his  language 
and  literary  style  correct  and  polished,  his 
conversation  witty,  his  temperament  san- 
guine and  trustful,  his  integrit}'  unques- 
tioned, his  manners  simple,  courteous  and 
winning.  By  these  rare  qualities  he  con- 
ciliated the  esteem  not  only  of  friends,  but 
of  political  opponents,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  any  American  statesman  in  the  present 
century. 

Mrs.  Madison  survived  her  husbantl  thir- 
teen years,  and  died  July  12,  1S49,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age.  She  was  tine 
of  the  most  remarkable  women  our  coun- 
try has  produced.  Even  now  she  is  ad- 
miringly remembered  in  Washington  as 
"  Dolly  Madison,"  and  it  is  fitting  that  her 
memor}'  should  descend  to  posterity  in 
company  with  thatof  the  companion  of 
her  life. 
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^fC^^Wip^ -^y^P^^  MONROE,  the  fifth 
VV  '»,5r>i/':1;  President  of  the  United 
•^'/  *'»  M'\  {^^^  States,  1817-25,  was  born 
J  Wrft^V'^  in  Westmoreland  County 
Virginia,  April  28,  1758. 
I  le  was  a  son  of  Spence 
fe'lRv:^  Monroe,  and  a  descendant 
of  a  Scottish  cavalier  fam- 
ily. Like  all  his  predeces- 
sors thus  far  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  he  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion which  the  country 
could  then  aflord.  He  was 
early  sent  to  a  fine  classical 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen entered  William  and  Mary  College.. 
In  1776,  when  he  had  been  in  college  but 
two  years,  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  adopted,  and  our  feeble  militia,  with- 
out arms,  amunition  or  clothing,  were  strug- 
gling against  the  trained  armies  of  England. 
James  Monroe  left  college,  hastened  to 
General  Washington's  headquarters  at  New 
York  and  enrolled  himself  as  a  cadet  in  the 
army. 

.Vi  Trenton  Lieutenant  Monroe  so  dis- 
tinguished iiimself,  receiving  a  wound  in  iiis 
shoulder,  that  he  was  promoted  to  a  Cap- 
taincv.  Upon  recovering  from  his  wound, 
he  was  invited  to  act  as  aide  to  Lord  Ster- 
ling, and  in  that  ca])acity  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  Gcr- 
mantownand  Moiunouth.    At  Germantown 


he  stood  by  the  side  of  Lafayette  when  the 
French  Marquis  received  his  wound.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  who  had  formed  a  high 
idea  of  young  Monroe's  ability,  sent  him  to 
Virginia  to  raise  a  new  regiment,  of  which 
he  was  to  be  Colonel;  but  so  exhausted  was 
Virginia  at  that  time  that  the  effort  proved 
unsuccessful.  He,  however,  received  his 
commission. 

Finding  no  opportunity  to  enter  the  army 
as  a  commissioned  officer,  he  returned  to  his 
original  plan  of  stud3-ing  law,  and  entered 
the  office  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  was 
then  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  developed 
a  very  noble  character,  frank,  manly  and 
sincere.     Mr.  Jefferson  said  of  him: 

"James  Monroe  is  so  perfectly  honest 
that  if  his  soul  were  turned  inside  out  there 
would  not  be  found  a  spot  on  it." 

In  1782  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  and  was  also  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Coiuicil.  The  next 
year  he  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
He  was  present  at  Annapolis  when  Wash- 
ington surrendered  his  commission  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief. 

With  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison 
he  felt  deeply  the  inefficiency  of  the  old 
Articles  of  Confederation,  and  urged  the 
formation  of  a  new  Constitution,  which 
should  invest  the  Central  Government  with 
something  like  national  power.  Influenced 
bv  these  views,  he  introduced  a  resolution 
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that  Congress  should  be  empowered  to 
regulate  trade,  and  to  lay  an  impost  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  The  resolution  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man. The  report  and  the  discussion  which 
rose  upon  it  led  to  the  convention  of  five 
States  at  Annapolis,  and  the  consequent 
general  convention  at  Philadelphia,  which, 
in  1787,  drafted  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  controversy  be- 
tween New  York  and  Massachusetts  in 
reference  to  their  boundaries.  The  high 
esteem  in  which  Colonel  Monroe  was  held 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  judges  to  decide  the 
controversy.  While  in  New  York  attend- 
ing Congress,  he  married  Miss  Kortright, 
a  3'oung  lady  distinguished  alike  for  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  For  nearly 
fifty  years  this  happ}'  union  remained  un- 
broken. In  London  and  in  Paris,  as  in  her 
own  country,  Mrs.  Monroe  won  admiration 
and  affection  by  the  loveliness  of  her  per- 
son, the  brilliancy  of  her  intellect,  and  the 
amiability  of  her  character. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  Colonel  Monroe 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Freder- 
icksburg. He  was  very  soon  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  the  next 
year  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia convention  which  was  assembled  to 
decide  upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  Constitution  which  had  been  drawn  up 
at  Philadelphia,  and  was  now  submitted 
to  the  several  States.  Deepl}'  as  he  felt 
the  imperfections  of  the  old  Confederacy, 
he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough 
to  the  individual  States. 

In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held 
acceptably  to  his  constituents,  and  with 
honor  to  himself  lor  four  years. 


Having  opposed  the  Constitution  as  not 
leaving  enough  power  with  the  States,  he, 
of  course,  became  more  and  more  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  Thus  he 
found  himself  in  cordial  co-operation  with 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  The  great  Repub- 
lican party  became  the  dominant  [xiwer 
which  ruled  the  land. 

George  Washington  was  then  President. 
England  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Bourbons  against  the  principles  of  the 
French  Revolution.  President  Washing- 
ton issued  a  proclamation  of  neutralit}'  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France 
had  helped  us  in  the  struggle  for  our  lib- 
erties. All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were 
now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  tyranny-  a  thousandfold 
worse  than  that  which  we  had  endured. 
Colonel  Monroe,  more  magnanimous  than 
prudent,  was  anxious  that  we  should  help 
our  old  allies  in  their  extremity.  He  vio- 
lently opposed  the  President's  procla- 
mation as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity.  AJLoXSOy 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such 
a  character,  developed  his  calm,  serene, 
almost  divine  greatness  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe,  who  was  denouncing 
the  polic}'  of  the  Government,  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  that  Government  to  the  republic  of 
France.  He  was  directed  by  Washington 
to  express  to  the  French  peojile  our  warm- 
est sympathy,  communicating  to  them  cor- 
responding resolves  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  adopted  by  both  houses  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  ^velcomed  by  the  Na- 
tional Convention  in  France  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  respect  and 
affection.  He  was  publicly  introduced  to 
that  body,  and  received  the  embrace  of  the 
President,  Merlin  de  Douay,  after  having 
been  addressed  in  a  speech  glowing  with 
congratulations,  and  with  expressions  of 
desire  that    harmoiiv   might  ever    exist  be 
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tween  the  two  nations.  Tlie  flags  of  the 
two  republics  were  intertwined  in  the  hall 
of  the  convention.  Mr.  Monroe  presented 
the  American  colors,  and  received  those  of 
France  in  return.  The  course  which  he 
pursued  in  Paris  was  so  annoying  to  Eng- 
land and  to  the  friends  of  England  in 
this  country  that,  near  the  close  of  Wash- 
ii.gton's  administration,  Mr.  Monroe,  was 
recalled. 

After  his  return  Colonel  Monroe  wrote  a 
bof)k  of  400  pages,  entitled  "  A  View  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Executive  in  Foreign  Af- 
fairs." In  this  work  he  verv  ablv  advo- 
cated his  side  of  the  question;  but,  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  man,  he  recorded  a 
warm  tribute  to  the  ]);itriotisiii,  ability  and 
spotless  integrity  of  John  Jay,  between 
whom  and  himself  there  was  intense  antag- 
onism ;  and  in  subsequent  years  he  ex- 
pressed in  warmest  terms  his  perfect 
veneration  for  the  character  of  George 
Washington. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country 
Colonel  Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  held  that  office  for  three 
years,  the  period  limited  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  1802  he  was  an  Envoy  to  France, 
and  to  Spain  in  1805,  and  was  Minister  to 
England  in  1803.  In  1806  he  returned  to 
his  quiet  home  in  Virginia,  and  with  his 
wife  and  children  and  an  am|)le  competence 
from  his  paternal  estate,  enjoved  a  few  years 
of  domestic  repose. 

In  1809  ^'f"-  Jefferson's  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  many  of  the  Republican 
liarty  wvrc  anxious  to  nominate  fames 
Monroe  as  his  successtjr.  The  maiorit^■ 
were  in  favoi-  of  Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe withdrew  his  name  and  was  soon  after 
chosen  a  second  time  Governor  of  Virginia. 
He  soon  resigned  that  office  to  accept  the 
[losition  of  Secretary  of  State,  offered  him 
by  President  Madison.  The  correspond- 
eiK  e  which  he  then  carried  on  with  the 
British    Govt-rnment     ilemonstrated    that 


there  was  no  hope  of  any  peaceful  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties  with  the  cabinet  of 
.St.  James.  War  was  consequently  declared 
in  June,  1812.  Immediately  after  the  sack 
(jf  Washington  the  Secretary  of  War  re- 
signed, and  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  Mr.  Madison,  assumed  the  ad- 
ditional duties  of  the  War  Department, 
without  resigning  his  position  as  Secretary 
of  State.  It  has  been  confidently  stated, 
that,  had  Mr.  Monroe's  energies  been  in  the 
War  Department  a  few  months  earlier,  the 
disaster  at  Washington  would  not  have 
occurred. 

The  duties  now  devolving  upon  Mr.  Mon- 
roe were  extremely  arduous.  Ten  thou- 
sand men,  picked  from  the  veteran  armies 
of  England,  were  sent  with  a  powerful  fleet 
to  New  Orleans  to  acquire  possession  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi.  Our  finan- 
ces were  in  the  most  deplorable  condition. 
The  treasury  was  exhausted  and  our  credit 
gone.  And  yet  it  was  necessary  to  make 
the  most  rigorous  preparations  to  meet  the 
foe.  In  this  crisis  James  Monroe,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  with  virtue  unsurpassed  in 
Greek  or  Roman  story,  stepped  forward 
and  pledged  his  own  individual  credit  as 
subsidiary  to  that  of  the  nation,  and  thus 
succeeded  in  placing  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans in  such  a  posture  of  defense,  that  it 
was  enabled  successfully  to  repel  the  in- 
y::der. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  truly  the  armor-bearer 
of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  His  energy 
in  the  double  capacity  of  Secretary,  both 
of  .State  and  War,  pervaded  all  the  depart- 
luents  of  the  country.  He  proposed  to 
increase  the  ariuy  to  100,000  men,  a  meas- 
ure which  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary 
to  save  us  from  ignominious  defeat,  but 
which,  at  the  same  time,  he  knew  would 
render  his  name  so  unpopular  as  to  preclude 
the  jiossibility  of  his  being  a  successful  can- 
didate for  the  Presitlency. 


JAMES    MONROE. 


The  happy  result  of  the  conference  at 
Ghent  in  securing  peace  rendered  the  in- 
crease of  the  army  unnecessary;  but  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  James  Monroe  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Andrew  Jackson  the 
weapon  with  which  to  beat  off  the  foe  at 
New  Orleans.  Upon  the  return  of  peace 
Mr.  Monroe  resigned  the  department  of 
war,  devoting  himself  entirely  to  the  duties 
of  Secretary  of  State.  These  he  continued 
to  discharge  until  the  close  of  President 
Madison's  administration,  with  zeal  which 
was  never  abated,  and  with  an  ardor  of 
self-devotion  which  made  him  almost  for- 
getful of  the  claims  of  fortune,  health  or 
life. 

Mr.  Madison's  second  term  expired  in 
March,  1817,  and  Mr.  Monroe  succeeded 
to  the  Presidency.  He  was  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party,  now  taking  the  name 
of  the  Democratic  Republican.  In  1821  he 
was  re-elected,  with  scarcely  any  opposition. 
Out  cf  232  electoral  votes,  he  received  231. 
The  slavery  question,  which  subsequently 
assumed  such  formidable  dimensions,  now 
began  to  make  its  appearance.  The  State 
of  Missouri,  which  had  been  carved  out  of 
that  immense  territory  which  we  had  pur- 
chased of  France,  applied  for  admission  to 
the  Union,  with  a  slavery  Constitution. 
There  were  not  a  few  who  foresaw  the 
evils  impending.  After  the  debate  of  a 
week  it  was  decided  that  Missouri  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  slav- 
ery. This  important  question  was  at  length 
settled  by  a  compromise  proposed  by 
Henr}'  Clay. 

The  famous  "Monroe  Doctrine,"  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  originated  in  this 
_way:  In  1823  it  was  rumored  that  the 
Holy  Alliance  was  about  to  interfere  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  Republican 
liberty  in  the  European  colonies  of  South 
America.  President  Monroe  wrote  to  his 
old  friend  Thomas  Jefferson  for  advice  in 
the  emergency.     In  his  reply  under  date  of 


October  24,  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  attempt  to  resist  this 
European  movement  might  lead  to  war: 

"  Its  object  is  to  introduce  and  establish 
the  American  system  of  keeping  out  of  our 
land  all  foreign  powers;  of  never  permitting 
those  of  Europe  to  intermeddle  with  the 
affairs  of  our  nation.  It  is  to  maintain  our 
own  principle,  not  to  depart  from  it." 

December  2,  1823,  President  Monroe 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  declaring  it  to 
be  the  policy  of  this  Government  not  to 
entangle  ourselves  with  the  broils  of  Eu- 
rope, and  not  to  allow  Europe  to  interfere 
with  the  affairs  of  nations  on  the  American 
continent;  and  the  doctrine  was  announced, 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers  "  to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  would  be 
regarded  by  the  United  States  as  danger- 
ous to  our  peace  and  safet}." 

March  4,  1825,  Mr.  Monroe  surrendered 
the  presidential  chair  to  his  Secretary  of 
State,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  retired, 
with  the  universal  respect  of  the  nation, 
to  his  private  residence  at  Oak  Hill,  Lou- 
doun County,  Virginia.  His  time  had  been 
so  entirely  consecrated  to  his  country,  that 
he  had  neglected  his  pecuniary  interests, 
and  was  deeply  involved  in  debt.  The 
welfare  of  his  countrv  had  ever  been  up- 
permost in  his  mind. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Monroe  was  in  such 
feeble. health  that  she  rarely  appeared  in 
public.  In  1830  Mr.  Monroe  took  up  his 
residence  with  his  son-in-law  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
The  citizens  of  New  York  conducted  his 
obsequies  with  pageants  more  imposing 
than  had  ever  been  witnessed  there  before. 
Our  country  will  ever  cherish  his  mem- 
ory with  pride,  gratefully  enrolling  his 
name  in  the  list  of  its  benefactors,  pronounc- 
ing him  the  worthy  successor  of  the  illus- 
trious men  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
presidential  chair. 
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^■;><01IN  Ol'lNCV  AUAMS, 
tlic  sixth  President  of  the 
United    Slates,     1 825-9, 
was    born     in    the    rural 
:i' '       IKf'i      '^■^        home    of     his     hcjnored 
\!-'-'  -^iJ    „   .'■'       laliier,  John    Adams,    in 
(  )  u  i  n  c  V  ,    Massachusetts, 
Julv  11,1767.     Hisniother, 
a  woman  of  exalted  worth, 
watched  over  his  childhood 
(luriniif  the  almost  constant 
absence  oi  iiis  father.       He 
commenced    his    education 
at  the  village  scho(jl,  giving 
at   an  earlv   period  indica- 
tions of   superior  mental  en- 
dowments. 

When  eleven  vears  of  age  he  s.iiled  with 
his  father  for  Europe,  where  the  latter  was 
associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary.  The  intelligence  of  John 
Quincy  attracted  the  attention  of  these  men 
and  received  from  them  flattering  marks  of 
attention.  Mr.  Adams  had  scarcely  returned 
to  this  country  in  1779  ere  he  was  again 
sent  abroad,  and  John  Quincy  again  accom- 
panied him.  On  tliis  vovage  he  commenced 
a  diary,  which  ]>racticc  he  continued,  with 
hut  few  interruptions,  until  his  death  He 
journeyed  with  his  father  from  Ferrcjl,  in 
Spain,  to  I'aris.  Here  he  applied  himself 
lor  six  months  to  study;  then  accompanied 


his  father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered, 
first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  and  then  the 
University  of  Levden.  In  1781,  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by 
Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Russian 
court,  as  his  private  secretary.  In  this 
school  of  incessant  labor  he  spent  fourteen 
months,  and  then  returned  alone  to  Holland 
through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies 
under  a  private  tutor,  at  The  Hague. 

In  the  spring  of  17S2  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Paris,  forming  acquaintance  with 
the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Conti- 
nent. After  a  short  visit  to  England,  he  re- 
turned to  Paris  and  studied  until  May, 
1785,  when  he  returned  to  America,  leav- 
ing his  father  an  embassador  at  the  court 
of  St.  James.  In  1786  he  entered  the  jun- 
ior class  in  Harvard  University,  and  grad- 
uated with  the  second  honor  of  his  class. 
The  oration  he  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
the  "  Importance  of  Public  Faith  to  the 
Well-being  of  a  Communitv,"  was  pub- 
lished— an  event  verv  rare  in  this  or  atiy 
other  land. 

Upon  leaving  college  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  three  years  with  the  Hon. 
Theophilus  Parsons  in  Newburvpcjrt.  In 
1790  heopenedalaw  office  in  Boston.  The 
profession  was  crowded  with  able  men,  and 
the  fees  were  small.     The  first  vear  he  had 
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no  clients,  but  not  a  moment  was  lost.  The 
second  year  passed  away,  still  no  clients, 
and  still  he  was  dependent  upon  his  parents 
for  support.  Anxiously  he  awaited  the 
third  3-ear.  The  reward  now  came.  Cli- 
ents began  to  enter  his  office,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  so  crowded 
with  business  that  all  solicitude  respecting 
a  support  was  at  an  end. 

When  Great  Britain  commenced  war 
against  France,  in  1793,  Mr.  Adams  wrote 
some  articles,  urging  entire  neutrality  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  view 
was  not  a  popular  one.  Many  felt  that  as 
France  had  helped  us,  we  were  bound  to 
help  France.  But  President  Washington 
coincided  with  Mr.  Adams,  and  issued  his 
proclamation  of  neutrality.  His  writings 
at  this  time  in  the  Boston  journals  gave 
him  so  high  a  reputation,  that  in  June, 
1794,  he  was  appointed  by  Washington 
resident  Minister  at  the  Netherlands.  In 
July.  1797,  he  left  1  he  Hague  to  go  to  Port- 
ugal as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  Wash- 
ington at  this  time  wrote  to  his  father,  John 
Adams: 

"  Without  intending  to  compliment  the 
father  or  the  mother,  or  to  censure  any 
others,  I  give  it  as  m}'  decided  opinion, 
that  Mr.  Adams  is  the  most  valuable  char- 
acter we  have  abroad;  and  there  remains 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  will  prove  the 
ablest  of  our  diplomatic  corps." 

On  his  way  to  Portugal,  upon  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  met  with  dispatches  direct- 
ing him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  request- 
ing him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should 
receive  instructions.  While  waiting  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Catherine  John- 
son, to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged. Miss  Johnson  was  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  Consul 
in  London,  and  was  a  lady  endowed  with 
that  beauty  and  those  accomplishments 
which  fitted  her  to  move  in  the  elevated 
sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 


In  July,  1799,  having  fulfilled  all  the  pur- 
poses of  his  mission,  Mr.  Adams  returned. 
In  1802  he  was  chosen  to  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and  then  was 
elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  si.K 
years  from  March  4,  1804.  His  reputation, 
his  ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him 
immediately  among  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  members  of  that  body.  He 
sustained  the  Government  in  its  measures 
of  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  Eng- 
land, destroying  our  commerce  and  insult- 
ing our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America 
more  familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the 
British  court  upon  these  points,  and  no 
one  more  resolved  to  present  a  firm  resist- 
ance. This  course,  so  truly  patriotic,  and 
which  scarcely  a  voice  will  now  be  found 
to  condemn,  alienated  him  from  the  Fed- 
eral party  dominant  in  Boston,  and  sub- 
jected him  to  censure. 

In  1805  Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  professor 
of  rhetoric  in  Harvard  College.  His  lect- 
ures at  this  place  were  subsequently  pub- 
lished. In  iSog  he  was  sent  as  Minister  to 
Russia.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
that  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  signed  December  24,  1S14, 
and  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  the  court 
of  St.  James  in  1815.  In  1817  he  became 
Secretary  of  State  in  Mr.  Monroe's  cabinet 
in  which  position  he  remained  eight  3ears. 
Few  will  now  contradict  the  assertion  that 
the  duties  of  that  office  were  never  more 
ably  discharged.  Probably  the  most  im- 
portant measure  which  Mr.  Adams  con- 
ducted was  the  purchase  of  Florida  from 
Spain  for  $5,000,000. 

The  campaign  of  1S24  was  an  exciting 
one.  Four  candidates  were  in  the  field. 
Of  the  260  electoral  votes  that  were  cast, 
Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety-nine;  John 
Ouincy  Adams,  eighty-four;  William  II. 
Crawford,  forty-one,  and  lleniy  Clay, 
thirty-seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  b}- 
the  people,  the  question  went  to  the  House 
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of  Reinescntativcs.  Mr.  Clav  gave  the 
vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  he 
v.'as  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  dis- 
graceful in  the  past  history  of  our  countrv 
than  the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one 
uninterrupted  stream  u])on  this  high- 
minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  was 
never  an  administration  more  ])ure  in  prin- 
ciples, more  conscientiously  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  countrv,  than  that  of 
John  Ouincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscru- 
pulously assailed.  Mr.  Adams  took  his  seat 
in  the  presidential  chair  resolved  not  to 
know  atiy  partisanship,  but  onlv  to  con- 
sult for  the  interests  of  the  whole  Republic, 

He  refused  to  dismiss  anv  man  from  of- 
fice for  his  political  views.  If  he  was  a  faith- 
ful officer  that  was  enough.  fJitter  must 
have  been  his  disappointment  totindthat  the 
Nation  could  not  appreciate  such   conduit. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  public  nunuurs.  was 
cold  and  repulsive;  though  with  his  per- 
sonal friends  he  was  at  times  verv  genial. 
This  chilling  address  very  scriouslv  de- 
tracted from  his  pojiukiritv.  No  one  can 
read  an  impartial  record  of  his  administra- 
tion without  admitting  that  a  more  noble 
exami)lc  of  uncoiniu-omising  (iignitv  can 
scarcely  be  found.  It  was  stated  publicly 
that  Mr.  Adams'  administration  was  to  be 
put  down,  "  though  it  be  as  pure  as  the  an- 
gels which  stand  at  tlie  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God."  .Many  of  the  active  pai'- 
ticipants  in  these  scenes  lived  to  regret  the 
course  th(\-  pursued.  Some  years  alter. 
Warren  R.  fJavis,  of  .South  Carolina,  turn- 
ing to  Mr.  Aflams,  then  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  said; 

"Well  do  I  remember  the  enthusiastic 
zeal  with  which  we  reproached  the  ad'uin- 
istratiop.  of  that  gentleman,  and  the  ardor 
and  vehemence  with  which    we  labored  to 


bring  in  another.  For  the  share  I  had  in 
these  transactions,  and  it  was  not  a  small 
one,  I  hope  God  will  forgive  nic,  for  I  shall 
never  forgive  myself." 

March  4,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired  from 
the  ['residency  and  was  succee(]ed  bv  An- 
drew Jackson,  the  latter  receiving  168  out 
of  261  electoral  votes.  John  C.  Calhoun 
was  elected  \'ice-President.  The  sknery 
question  now  began  to  assume  pretentious 
magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy,  and  jjursued  his  studies  with  una- 
bated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  in  retirement.  In  November, 
1S30,  he  was  elected  to  Congress.  In  this 
he  recognized  the  jjrinciple  that  it  is  honor- 
able for  the  General  of  yesterdav  to  act  as 
Corj)oral  to-day,  if  by  so  doing  he  can  ren- 
der service  to  his  countrv.  Deep  as  are 
our  obligations  to  John  Quincy  Adams  for 
his  services  as  embassador,  as  Secretary  of 
State  and  as  President;  in  his  capacity  as 
legislator  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, he  conferred  benefits  upon  our  land 
which  eclipsed  all  the  rest,  and  which  can 
never  be  over-estimated. 

For  seventeen  years,  until  his  death,  he 
occupied  the  post  of  Representative,  tow- 
ering abo\-e  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do 
brave  battle  for  freedom,  and  winning  the 
title  of  "the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon 
taking  his  se.it  in  the  House  he  announced 
that  lie  should  hold  himself  bound  to  no 
party.  Me  was  usually  the  first  in  his 
place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to  leave 
his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure 
could  esca|)e  his  scrutin\'.  The  battle 
which  he  fought,  almost  singly,  against  the 
pro-slaveiy  party  in  the  Government,  was 
sublime  in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism. 
I'or  persisting  in  i)resenting  [)etitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slaver\-,  he  was  threatened 
with  indictmrnl  b\-  the  (irand  Jui"\',  with 
expuKion  from  the  i  louse,  with  assassina- 
tion; but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him, 
and  his  hnal  t  iium])h  was  com[)lete. 
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On  one  occasion  Mr.  Adams  presented  a 
petition,  signed  by  several  women,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  it  up  into  slave  States.  Mr.  How- 
ard, of  Maryland,  said  that  these  women 
discredited  not  only  themselves,  but  their 
section  of  the  country,  by  turning  from 
their  domestic  duties  to  the  conflicts  of  po- 
litical life. 

"Are  women,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Adams, 
"  to  have  no  opinions  or  actions  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  general  welfare?  Where 
did  the  gentleman  get  his  principle?  Did 
he  find  it  in  sacred  historv, — in  the  language 
of  Miriam,  the  prophetess,  in  one  of  the 
noblest  and  sublime  songs  of  triumph  that 
ever  met  the  human  e3'e  or  ear?  Did  the 
gentleman  never  hear  of  Deborah,  to  whom 
the  children  of  Israel  came  up  for  judg- 
ment ?  Has  he  forgotten  the  deed  of  Jael, 
who  slew  the  dreaded  enemy  of  her  coun- 
try? Has  he  forgotten  Esther,  who,  by  her 
petition  saved  her-people  and  her  coun- 
try? 

"  To  go  from  sacred  history  to  profane, 
does  the  gentleman  there  find  it  '  discredita- 
ble '  for  women  to  take  an  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs?  Has  he  forgotten  the  Spartan 
mother,  who  said  to  her  son  when  going 
out  to  battle,  '  My  son,  come  back  to  me 
with  thy  shield,  or  upon  thy  shield  ?'  Does 
he  remember  Cloelia  and  her  hundred  com- 
panions, who  swam  across  the  river  un^'er 
a  shower  of  darts,  escaping  from  Porsena  ? 
Has  he  forgotten  Cornelia,  the  mother  of 
the  Gracchi?  Does  he  not  remember  Por- 
tia, the  wife  of  Brutus  and  the  daughter  of 
Cato? 

"  To  come  t(i  later  periods,  what  says  the 
history  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors? 
To  say  noth'ng  of  Boadicea,  the  British 
heroine  in  the  time  of  the  Ceesars,  what 
name  is  more  illustrious  than  that  of  Eliza- 
beth ?  Or,  if  he  will  go  to  the  continent, 
will  he  not  find  the  names  of  Maria  Theresa 
of    Hungarv,    of    ihe    two    Catherines    of 


Prussia,  and  of  Isabella  of  Castile,  the  pa- 
troness of  Columbus  ?  Did  she  bring  '  dis- 
credit '  on  her  sex  by  mingling  in  politics  ?  " 

In  this  glowing  strain  Mi-.  Adams  si- 
lenced and  overwhelmed  his  antagonists. 

In  January,  1842,  Mr.  Adams  presented 
a  petition  from  forty-five  citizens  of  Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts,  praying  for  a  peaceable 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  The  pro-slavery 
party  in  Congress,  who  were  then  plotting 
the  destruction  of  the  Government,  were 
aroused  to  a  pretense  of  commcjtion  such  as 
even  our  stormy  hall  of  legislation  has 
rarely  witnessed.  Thev  met  in  caucus,  and, 
finding  that  they  probably  would  not  be 
able  to  expel  Mr.  Adams  from  the  House 
drew  up  a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  ii 
adopted,  would  inflict  upon  him  disg-f-ace, 
equivalent  to  expulsion.  Mr.  Adams  had 
presented  the  petition,  which  was  most  re- 
spectfully worded,  and  had  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee  instructed  to  re- 
port an  answer,  showing  the  reason  \\\\^ 
the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

It  was  the  25th  of  January.  The  whole 
body  of  the  pro-slavery  party  came  crowd- 
ing together  in  the  House,  prepared  to 
crush  Mr.  Adams  forever.  One  of  the  num- 
ber, Thomas  F.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  was 
appointed  to  read  the  resolutions,  which 
accused  Mr.  Adams  of  high  treason,  of 
having  insulted  the  Government,  and  or 
meriting  expulsion;  but  for  which  deserved 
punishment,  the  House,  in  its  great  mercv, 
would  substitute  its  severest  censure.  With 
the  assumption  of  a  very  solemn  and  mag- 
isterial air,  there  being  breathless  silence  in 
the  audience,  Mr.  Marshall  hurled  the  care- 
fully prepared  anathemas  at  his  victim. 
Mr.  Adams  stood  alone,  the  whole  pro-slav- 
ery party  against  him. 

As  soon  as  the  resolutions  were  read, 
every  eye  being  fixed  upon  him,  that  bold 
old  man,  whose  scattered  locks  were  whit- 
ened by  seventy-five  years,  casting  a  wither- 
ing glance  in  the  direction  of  his  assailant;. 
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in  a  clear,  shrill  tone,  tremulous  with  sup- 
pressed emotion,  said: 

'■  In  reply  to  this  audacious,  atrocious 
charge  of  high  treason,  I  call  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  first  jiaragraph  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Read  it  I  Read  it  I  and 
sec  what  that  savs  of  the  rights  of  a  people 
to  reform,  to  change,  and  to  dissoKc  their 
Government." 

The  attitude,  the  manner,  the  tone,  the 
words;  the  venerable  old  man,  with  flash- 
ing eye  and  flushed  cheek,  and  whose  ver\' 
form  seemed  to  expand  under  the  inspiration 
of  the  occasion — all  jiresented  a  scene  over- 
flowing in  its  sublimity.  There  was  breatii- 
less  silence  as  that  paragrapii  was  read,  in 
defense  of  whose  principles  our  fathers  had 
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes  and  their 
sacred  honor.  It  was  a  proud  hour  to  Mr. 
Adams  as  they  were  all  compelled  to  listen 
to  the  words: 

"  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  govern- 
ments are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed;  and  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  those 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  government, 
laying  its  foundations  on  such  principles 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form 
as  shall  seem  most  likel\-  to  effect  their 
safety  and  happiness." 

That  one  sentence  routed  and  battled  the 


foe.  The  heroic  old  man  looked  around 
upon  the  audience,  and  thundered  out, 
"  Read  that  again!"  It  was  again  read. 
Then  in  a  few  tiery,  logical  words  he  stated 
his  defense  in  terms  which  even  i>rejudiced 
minds  could  nut  resist.  His  discomfited 
assailants  made  several  attempts  to  rally. 
After  a  conflict  of  ele\'en  days  they  gave 
up  vanquished  and  their  resolution  was  ig- 
nominiously  laid  upon  the  table. 

In  Januarv,  1846,  when  seventy-eight 
vears  of  age,  he  took  part  in  the  great  de- 
bate on  the  Oregon  question,  displaying 
intellectual  vigor,  and  an  extent  and  accu- 
racy of  acquaintance  with  the  subject  that 
excited  great  admiration. 

On  the  2istof  February,  184S,  he  i-(«eon 
the  floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his 
hand  to  address  the  Speaker.  Suddenly 
he  fell,  stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught 
in  the  arms  of  those  around  him.  For  a 
time  he  was  senseless  and  was  conve\'ed 
to  a  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving 
consciousness  he  opened  his  eyes,  looked 
calmly  around  and  said,  "  This  is  t lie  end  of 
earth."  Then  after  a  moment's  pause,  he 
added.  "  /  am  eontent."  These  were  his  last 
words,  and  he  soon  breathed  his  last,  in  the 
apartment  beneath  the  dome  of  the  capitol 
— thetheaterof  his  labors  and  his  triumphs. 
In  the  language  of  h}innology,  he  "died  at 
his  post;"  he  "  ceased  at  once  to  work  and 
live." 


■/S^^ 


o  ^  ^^  a^ 
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Jack  b'dn 
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NDREW  JACKSON, 

the  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States, 
i829-'37,  was  born  at 
the  Waxhaw  Settle, 
ment.  Union  Coun- 
^\T  ty.  North  Carohna, 
[aich  i6,  1767.  His  parents 
2re  Scotch-Irish,  natives  of 
irrici<{ergus,  who  came  to 
imerica  in  1765,  and  settled 
1  Twelve-Mile  Creek,  a  trib- 
ary  of  the  Catawba.  His 
father,  who  was  a  poor  farm 
laborer,  died  shortly  before  An- 
drew's birth,  when  his  mother  removed  to 
Waxhaw,  where  some  relatives  resided. 

Few  particulars  of  the  childhood  of  Jack- 
son have  been  preserved.  His  education 
was  of  the  most  limited  kind,  and  he  showed 
no  fondness  for  books.  He  grew  up  to  be  a 
tall,  lank  boy,  with  coarse  hair  and  freck- 
led cheeks,  with  bare  feet  dangling  from 
trousers  too  short  for  him,  ver}'  fond  of  ath- 
letic sports,  running,  boxing  and  wrestling. 
He  was  generous  to  the  younger  and 
weaker  boys,  but  very  irascible  and  over- 
bearing with  his  equals  and  superiors.  He 
was  profane — a  vice  in  which  he  surpassed 
all  other  men.    The  character  of  his  mother 


he  revered;  and  it  was  not  until  after  her 
death  that  his  predominant  vices  gained 
full  strength. 

In  1780,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  Andrew, 
or  Andy,  as  he  was  called,  with  his  brother 
Robert,  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary forces  under  General  Sumter,  and 
was  a  witness  of  the  lalter's  defeat  at  Hang- 
ing Rock.  In  the  following  year  the 
brothers  were  made  prisoners,  and  confined 
in  Camden,  experiencing  brutal  treatment 
from  their  captors,  and  being  spectators  of 
General  Green's  defeat  at  Hobkirk  Hill. 
Through  their  mother's  exertions  the  boys 
were  exchanged  while  suffering  from  small- 
pox. In  two  days  Robert  was  dead,  and 
And}'  apparently  dying.  Tr,e  strength  of 
his  C(jnstitution  triumphed,  and  he  regained 
health  and  vigor. 

As  he  was  getting  better,  his  mother 
heard  the  cry  of  anguish  from  the  prison- 
ers whom  the  British  held  in  Charleston, 
among  whom  were  the  sons  of  her  sisters. 
She  hastened  to  theii'  relief,  was  attacked 
by  fever,  died  and  was  buried  where  her 
grave  could  never  be  found.  Thus  Andi'cw 
Jackson,  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
left  alone  in  the  world,  without  father, 
mother,  sister  or  brother,  and  without  one 
dollar  which  he  could  call  his  own.     He 
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SO' 111  ciUercd  a  saddler's  sliop,  and  labored 
dil(_<;ciitlv  for  six  months.  But  gradually, 
as  health  returned,  he  became  more  and 
more  a  wild,  reckless,  lawless  bov.  He 
gambled,  drank  and  was  regarded  as  about 
the  worst  character  that  could  be  found. 

He  now  turned  schoohiiaster.  He  could 
teach  the  alpliabet,  perhaps  the  multiplica- 
tion table;  and  as  he  was  a  verv  bold  boy, 
it  is  possible  he  might  ha\e  ventured  to 
teach  a  little  writing.  But  he  soon  began  to 
think  of  a  profession  and  decided  to  study 
law.  With  a  verv  slender  purse,  and  on 
the  back  of  a  \'erv  line  horse,  he  set  out 
for  Salisl:)ur\',  North  Carolina,  whe-re  he 
entered  the  law  ofhcc  ol  Mr.  McCav. 
Here  he  remained  two  vears,  professedly 
studying  law.  He  is  still  remembered  in 
traditions  t)f  Salisbury,  which  sa\-: 

"  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  most  roaring, 
rollicking,  horse-racing,  card-playing,  mis- 
chievous fellow  that  ever  lived  in  Salisbury. 
He  did  not  trouble  the  law-books  much." 

Andrew  was  now,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
a  tall  young  man,  being  over  six  feet  in 
height.  He  was  slender,  remarkably  grace- 
ful and  dignified  in  his  manners,  an  exquis- 
ite horseman,  and  developed,  amidst  his 
loathesome  profanity  and  multiform  vices,  a 
vein  of  rare  magnanimity.  His  temper  was 
fiery  in  the  extreme;  but  it  was  said  of  him 
that  no  man  knew  better  than  Andrew 
Jackson  when  to  gel  angry  and  when  not. 

In  17S6  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
Uvo  years  later  I'emoved  to  N;isli\-ille, 
in  what  was  then  the  western  district  of 
North  Carolina,  with  the  appointment  of  so- 
licitor, or  public  jircjsecutor.  It  was  an  of- 
fice of  little  honor,  small  emdluinent  and 
great  peril.  Vvw  men  could  be  found  to 
accept  it. 

And  now  Andrew  Jackson  commenced 
vigorously  to  practice  law.  It  was  an  im- 
portant part  of  his  business  to  collect  debts. 
It  refpiired  nerve.  During  the  first  seven 
vears  of    his  residence    in    those    wilds  he 


traversed  the  almost  pathless  forest  between 
Nashville  and  Jonesborough,  a  distance  of 
200  miles,  twenty-two  times.  Hostile  In- 
dians were  constantlv  on  the  watch,  and  a 
man  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  shot 
down  in  his  own  field.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  just  the  man  for  this  service — a  wild, 
daring,  rough  backwoodsman.  Dail\-  he 
made  hair-breadth  escapes.  He  seemed  to 
bear  a  charmed  life.  Boldly,  alone  or  with 
few  companions,  he  traversed  the  forests, 
encountering  all  perils  and  triumphing 
over  all. 

In  1790  Tennessee  became  a  Territory, 
and  Jackson  was  apjiointed,  by  President 
Washington,  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  new  district.  In  1791  he  married  Mrs. 
Racliel  Robards  rdaughter  of  Colonel  John 
DonelsonK  whom  he  supposed  to  have  been 
divorced  in  that  year  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  \^irginia.  Two  years  after  this 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  learned,  to  their 
great  surprise,  that  Mr.  Robards  had  just 
obtained  a  divorce  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
Kentucky,  ami  that  the  act  of  the  \'irginia 
Legislature  was  not  final,  but  conditional. 
To  remedy  the  irregularity  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, a  new  license  was  olitained  and  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  again  performed. 

It  proved  to  be  a  marriage  of  rare  felic- 
ity. Probablv  there  never  was  a  more 
affectionate  union.  However  rough  Mr. 
Jackson  might  lia\e  been  abroad,  he  was 
always  gentle  and  tender  at  liDmc;  and 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  ol  tlu-ir  lives,  he 
treated  Mrs.  Jackson  with  the  must  cliiwal- 
ric  attention. 

I'uder  the  circumstances  it  was  not  un- 
natuial  that  the  facts  in  the  case  of  this 
marriage  were  so  misrepresented  by  oppo- 
nents in  the  political  campaigns  a  (]uarter 
or  a  century  later  as  to  become  the  basis 
of  serious  charges  against  Jackson's  moral- 
ity which,  however,  have  been  satisfactorily 
attested  by  abundant  evidence. 

Jackson    was    untiring    in    his   duties   as 
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United  States  Attorney,  which  demanded 
frequent  journeys  through  the  wilderness 
and  exposed  him  to  Indian  hostilities.  He 
acquired  considerable  property  in  land,  and 
obtained  such  influence  as  to  be  chosen 
a  member  of  the  conyention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  for  the  new  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  1796,  and  in  that  year  was  elected 
its  first  Representatiye  in  Congress.  Albert 
Gallatin  thus  describes  the  first  appearance 
of  the  Hon.  Anilrew  Jackson  in  the  House: 

"  A  tall,  lank,  uncouth-'ooking  personage, 
with  locks  of  hair  hanging  over  his  face  and 
a  cue  down  his  back,  tied  with  an  eel  skin; 
his  dress  singular,  his  manners  and  deport- 
ment those  of  a  rough  backwoodsman." 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol. 
He  admired  Bonaparte,  loved  France  and 
hated  England.  As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his 
seat.  General  Washington,  whose  second 
term  of  office  was  just  expiring,  delivered 
his  last  speccli  to  Congress.  A  committee 
drew  up  a  complimentary  address  in  reply. 
.■\ndrew  Jacks(jn  did  not  approve  the  ad- 
dress and  was  one  of  twelve  who  voted 
against  it. 

Tennessee  had  fitted  out  an  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  A  resolution  was  intro- 
duced that  the  National  Government 
should  pay  the  expenses.  Jackson  advo- 
cated it  and  it  was  carried.  This  rendered 
him  very  popular  in  Tennessee.  A  va- 
cancy chanced  soon  after  to  occur  in  the 
Senate,  and  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
United  States  Senator  by  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. John  Adams  was  then  President 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Vice-President. 

In  1798  Mr.  Jackson  returned  to  Tennes- 
see, and  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  State,  with  a  salary  of 
$600.  This  office  he  held  six  years.  It  is 
said  that  his  decisions,  though  sometimes 
ungrammatical,  were  generally  right.     He 


did  not  enjoy  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  and 
renounced  the  dignity  in  1S04.  About 
this  time  he  was  chosen  Major-General  of 
militia,  and  lost  the  title  of  judge  in  that  of 
General. 

When  he  retired  from  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  through 
trade.  He  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  in 
Philadelphia  and  sent  them  to  Nashville, 
where  he  opened  a  store.  He  lived  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Nashville,  on  a  tract  of 
land  of  several  thousand  acres,  mostly  un- 
cultivated. He  used  a  small  block-house 
for  a  store,  from  a  narrow  window  of 
which  he  sold  goods  to  the  Indians.  As  he 
had  an  assistant  his  office  as  judge  did  not 
materially  interfere  with  his  business. 

As  to  slavery,  born  in  the  midst  of  it,  the 
idea  never  seemed  to  enter  his  mind  that  it 
could  be  wrong.  He  eventually  became 
an  extensive  slaye  owner,  but  he  was  one  of 
the  most  humane  and  gentle  of  masters. 

In  1.804  Mr.  Jackson  withdrew  from  pol- 
itics and  settled  on  a  plantation  which  he 
called  the  Hermitage,  near  Nashville.  He 
set  up  a  cotton-gin,  formed  a  partnership 
and  traded  in  New  Orleans,  making  the 
voyage  on  flatboats.  Through  his  hot  tem- 
per he  became  involved  in  several  quarrels 
and  "  affairs  of  honor,"  during  this  period, 
in  one  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded, 
but  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  his  opponent, 
Charles  Dickinson.  For  a  time  this  affair 
greatly  injured  General  Jackson's  popular- 
ity. The  verdict  then  was,  and  continues 
to  be,  that  General  Jackson  was  outra- 
geously wrong.  If  he  subsequently  felt  an}' 
remorse  he  never  revealed  it  to  anyone. 

In  1805  Aaron  Burr  had  visited  Nash- 
ville and  been  a  guest  of  Jackson,  with 
whom  he  corresponded  on  the  subject  of  a 
war  with  Spain,  which  was  anticipated  and 
desired  by  them,  as  well  as  by  the  people 
of  the  Southwest  generally. 

Burr  repeated  his  visit  in  September, 
1806,   when  he    engaged  in  the  celei"ated 
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combiiintioiis  which  led  to  his  trial  for  trea- 
son. Me  was  warmly  received  bv  Jackson, 
at  whose  instance  a  public  ball  was  given 
in  his  honor  at  Nashville,  and  contracted 
with  the  latter  for  boats  and  provisions. 
Earl\'  in  1S07,  when  Burr  had  been  pro- 
claimed a  traitor  by  President  Jefferson, 
volunteer  forces  lor  the  Federal  service 
were  organized  at  Nashville  under  Jack- 
son's command;  but  his  cnergv  and  activ- 
ity did  not  shield  him  from  suspicions  of 
connivance  in  the  sup[)Oscd  treason.  He 
was  summoned  to  ivirhmond  as  a  witness 
in  Burr's  trial,  but  was  not  called  to  the 
stand,  probably  because  he  wasout-S[)oken 
in  his  partisanship. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  in  1S12,  Jackson  tendered  his  serv- 
ices, and  in  Januaiv,  1S13,  embarked  for 
New  Orleans  at  the  head  of  the  Tennessee 
contingent.  In  March  he  received  an  or- 
der to  disband  his  forces;  but  in  Septem- 
ber he  again  took  the  field,  in  the  Creek 
war,  and  in  conjunctio!)  with  his  former 
partner,  Colonel  ColTee,  inflicted  ui)()n  the 
Indians  the  memorable  defeat  at  Talladega, 
Emuckfaw  and    ralla])oos.'i. 

In  Ma\,  1S14.  Jackson,  who  had  now  ac- 
quired a  national  I'ejnitation,  wasappointed 
a  Major-General  of  the  United  .States  arm v, 
and  commenced  a  campaign  against  the 
British  in  Florida.  He  conducted  the  de- 
fense at  .Mobile,  Se|)lember  i  5,  seized  upon 
Pensacola,  Novemlier  6.  and  inimediatel\- 
transported  the  bulk  of  his  troops  to  New 
Orleans,  then  threatened  bv  a  |)owerful 
naval  force.  Marti.il  law  w;is  declared  in 
Louisiana,  the  Stale  militia  was  called  to 
arms,  engagements  with  the  British  were 
fought  December  23  and  28,  and  after  re-en- 
forcements had  been  received  on  both  sides 
Uie  famous  victorv  of  J.uiuarv  S,  1S15, 
crowned  Jackson's  lame  as  a  soldier,  and 
made  him  the  typical  American  hero  of 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  centurv. 

In  iSij-'iS  Jackson    conducted   the  war 


against  the  Seminoles  of  Florida,  during 
w  hich  he  seized  upon  Pensacola  and  exe- 
cuted bv  coLirtmartial  two  British  subjects, 

Arbuthnot     and    Ambrister acts    which 

might  easily  have  involved  the  United 
States  in  war  both  with  Spain  and  Great 
Britain.  Fortunately  the  peril  was  averted 
li\-  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States:  and  Jackson,  who  had  escaped  a 
tiial  for  the  irregularitv  of  his  conduct 
onlv  through  a  division  of  opinion  in  Mon- 
rcje's  cabinet,  was  appointed  in  1821  Gov- 
erntjr  of  the  new  Territory.  Soon  after  he 
declined  the  appointment  of  minister  to 
Mexico. 

In  1823  Jackson  waselected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  nominated  by  the  Ten- 
nessee Legislature  for  the  Presidency.  This 
candidacy,  though  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
even  merrvment,  speedih'  became  popular, 
and  in  1824,  when  the  stormv  electoral  can- 
vas resulted  in  the  choice  of  John  Quincy 
.\dams  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
General  Jackson  received  the  largest  popu- 
lar vote  among  the  ftjur  candidates. 

In  1828  Jackson  was  triumphantlv  elected 
President  over  Adams  after  a  campaign  of 
unparalleled  bitterness.  He  was  inaugu- 
r.ited  March  4,  1829,  and  at  once  removed 
from  office  all  the  incumbents  belonging  to 
the  opi)osite  party — a  procedure  new  to 
American  politics,  but  which  naturallv  be- 
came a  precedent. 

His  first  term  was  characterized  by  (juar- 
rels  bet  Weill  the  \'icc-Presiclent,  Calhoun, 
and  the  .Secretarv  of  .State,  \'an  Buren,  at- 
tended bv  a  cabinet  crisis  originating  in 
scandals  connected  with  the  name  of  Mrs. 
General  Eaton,  wife  of  the  vSecrctarv  of 
War;  bv  the  beginning  of  his  w.ir  ujion  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  b\  his  \igorous 
action  ag;iinst  the  partis.ans  of  Calhoun, 
who.  in  South  Carolina,  threatened  to 
nullifv  the  acts  of  Congress,  establishing  a 
]irotective  tariff. 

In     the    Presidential    campaign    of    1832 


ANDREW    yACKSON. 


Jackson  received  219  out  of  288  electoral 
votes,  his  competitor  being  Mr.  Clay,  while 
Mr.  Wirt,  on  an  Anti-Masonic  platform, 
received  the  vote  of  Vermont  alone.  In 
1833  President  Jackson  removed  the  Gov- 
ernment deposits  from  the  United  States 
bank,  thereby  incurring  a  vote  of  censure 
from  the  Senate,  which  was,  however,  ex- 
punged four  years  later.  Duringthis  second 
term  of  office  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws  and 
Creeks  were  removed,  not  without  diffi- 
culty, from  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, to  the  Indian  Territory;  the  National 
debt  was  extinguished;  Arkansas  and 
Michigan  were  admitted  as  States  to  the 
Union;  the  Seminole  war  was  renewed;  the 
anti-slavery  agitation  first  acquired  impor- 
tance; the  Mormon  delusion,  which  had 
organized  in  1829,  attained  considerable 
proportions  in  Ohio  and  Missouri,  and  the 
country  experienced  its  greatest  pecuniary 
panic. 

Railroads  with  locomotive  propulsion 
were  irtroduced  into  America  during  Jack- 
son's first  term,  and  had  become  an  impor- 
tant element  of  national  life  before  the 
close  of  his  second  term.  For  many  rea- 
sons, theretore,  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson  formed  an  era  in  American 
history,  political,  social  and  industrial. 
He  succeeded  in  effecting  the  election  of 


his  friend  Van  Buren  as  his  successor,  re- 
tired from  the  Presidency  March  4,  1837; 
and  led  a  tranquil  life  at  the  Hermitage 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  8, 
1S45. 

During  his  closing  years  he  was  a  pro- 
fessed Christian  and  a  member  ol  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  No  American  of  this 
century  has  been  the  subject  of  such  oppo- 
site judgments.  He  was  loved  and  hated 
with  equal  vehemence  during  his  life,  but 
at  the  present  distance  of  time  from  his 
career,  while  opinions  still  vary  as  to  the 
merits  of  his  public  acts,  few  of  his  country- 
men will  question  that  he  was  a  warm- 
hearted, brave,  patriotic,  honest  and  sincere 
man.  If  his  distinguishing  qualities  were 
not  such  as  constitute  statesmanship,  in  the 
highest  sense,  he  at  least  never  pretended 
to  other  merits  than  such  as  were  written 
to  his  credit  on  the  page  of  American  his- 
torv — not  attempting  to  disguise  the  de- 
merits which  were  equally  legible.  The 
majority  of  his  countrymen  accepted  and 
honored  him,  in  spite  of  all  that  calumny 
as  well  as  truth  could  allege  against  him. 
His  faults  may  therefore  be  truly  said  to 
have  been  those  of  his  time;  his  magnifi- 
cent virtues  may  also,  with  the  same  jus- 
tice, be  considered  as  typical  of  a  state  of 
society  which  has  nearly  passed  away. 
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'-'^'*''^"'^^"    ART  IN    VAN    BU- 

REN,  the  ci-hth 
<^^,  'li  ji  . '  PJ  ^  If,')'-  !^  I'lX'siclcnt  of  the 
United  States,  1S37- 
'41,  was  horn  at  Kin- 
derhook,  New  York, 
Dccemher  5,  1782. 
I  lis  ancestors  wtTe  of  Diitcli 
orij^in,  and  were  amoni;-  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Hol- 
hmd  to  the  hanks  of  tlie 
Ihidson.  His  father  was  a 
if  ta\-ern-keepcr,  as  well  as  a 
i^^  farmer,  and  a  very  decided 
Democrat. 
"*  Martin  commenced  the  stud}' 
of  law  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  before  lie  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty.  In  1803  lie  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  his  natisc  \illagc. 
In  iSog  he  removed  to  IIudsf)ii,  ihe  shire 
town  of  his  county,  where  lie  spent  se\'en 
3-ears,  gaining  strength  by  ci>nten<ling  in 
the  courts  with  some  r)f  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  l)ar  of  iiis  Stale. 
The  lieroic  example  f)l  JohiiOuincy  Ad.ims 
in  retaining  in  office;  eyery  faithful  man, 
without  I'egard  to  his  ])olitical  jfreferences, 
liad  been  thoiouglily  repudiated  b\-  (.\v\\- 
eral  Jackson.  The  unfurtnnale  ]irinciple 
was  now  fully  estaljlished,  that  "to  the 
victor  belong  the  spoils."  Si  ill,  this  prin- 
ciple, to  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  g';ve  his  ad- 


herence, was  not  devoid  of  inconveniences. 
When,  subsequently,  he  attained  power 
which  ])laced  vast  patronage  in  his  hands. 
he  was  heard  to  say :  "I  prefer  an  office 
that  has  no  patronage.  When  I  give  a  man 
an  office  I  offend  his  disappointed  competi- 
tors and  their  friends.  Nor  am  I  certain  oi 
gaining  a  friend  in  the  man  I  appoint,  for, 
in  all  probability,  he  expected  something 
better." 

In  1 81 2  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate.  In  181  5  he  was  appointed 
Attorne3-General, and  in  18 16 to  the  Senate 
a  second  time.  In  iSiS  there  was  a  great 
split  in  the  Democratic  party  in  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  the  lead  in  or- 
ganizing that  portion  of  the  party  called 
the  Alban}'  Regency,  which  is  said  to  have 
swayed  the  destinies  of  the  State  for  a 
f|uarter  of  a  century. 

In  1821  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
convention  for  revising  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  he  advocated  an  extension  of 
the  fr.inchise,  but  opposed  universal  suf- 
ti";;ge,  and  also  favored  the  proposal  that 
colored  persons,  in  order  to  vote,  should 
have  freehold  property  to  the  amount  of 
$250.  ill  this  \car  he  w.as  also  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  ;iiid  at  the  con- 
elusion  of  his  term,  in  1827,  was  re-elected, 
but  resigned  the  following  year,  having 
been  chosen  Governor  of  the  State.  In 
March,  1829,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
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State  by  President  Jackson,  but  resigned 
in  April,  1831,  and  during  the  recess  of 
Congress  was  appointed  minister  to  Eng- 
land, whither  he  proceeded  in  September, 
but  the  Senate,  when  convened  in  Decem- 
ber, refused  to  ratify  the  appointment. 

In  Ma}-,  1832,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nomi- 
nated as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Vice- 
President,  and  elected  in  the  following 
November.  May  26,  1836,  he  received  the 
nomination  to  succeed  General  Jackson  as 
President,  and  received  170  electoral  votes, 
out  of  283. 

Scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat  in  the 
Presidential  chair  wiien  a  financial  panic 
swept  over  the  land.  Many  attributed 
this  to  the  war  which  General  Jackson  had 
waged  on  the  banks,  and  to  his  endeavor  to 
secure  an  almost  exclusive  specie  currency. 
Nearly  every  bank  in  the  country  was  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payment,  and  ruin 
pervaded  all  our  great  cities.  Not  less  than 
254  houses  failed  in  New  York  in  one  week. 
All  public  works  were  brought  to  a  stand, 
and  there  was  a  general  state  of  dismay. 
President  Van  Buren  urged  the  adoption  of 
the  independent  treasury  system,  which 
was  twice  passed  in  the  Senate  and  defeated 
in  the  House,  but  fii:ally  became  a  law  near 
the  close  of  his  rxlminictration. 

Another  important  measure  was  the  pass- 
age of  a  pre-emption  law,  giving  actual  set- 
tlers the  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
public  lands.  The  question  of  slavery,  also, 
now  began  to  assume  great  prominence  in 
national  politics,  and  after  an  elaborate 
anti-slavery  speech  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Southern  members  withdrew  for  a  separate 
consultation,  at  which  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South 
Carolina,  proposed  to  declare  it  expedient 
that  the  Union  should  be  dissolved  ;  but 
the  matter  was  tided  over  b}^  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  that  no  petitions  or  papers 
relating  to  slavery  should  be  in  any  way 
considered  or  acted  upon. 


In  the  Presidential  eleclitjn  ol  1S40  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  nominated,  without  opposi- 
tion, as  the  Democratic  candidate,  William 
H.  Harrison  being  the  candidate  of  the 
Whig  party.  The  Democrats  carried  only 
seven  States,  and  out  oi  294  electoral  votes 
onl\'  sixty  were  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  re- 
maining 234  being  for  his  opponent.  The 
Whig  popular  majority,  however,  was  not 
large,  the  elections  in  many  of  the  States 
being  very  close. 

March  4,  1841,  Mr.  \'an  Buren  retired 
from  the  Presidency.  From  his  fine  estate 
at  Lindenwald  he  still  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  upon  the  politics  of  the  country. 
In  1844  he  was  again  proposed  as  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  a  majoritv  of  the  delegates  of  the 
nominating  convention  were  in  his  favor ; 
but,  owing  to  his  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed annexation  of  Texas,  he  could  not 
secure  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote.  His 
name  was  at  length  withdrawn  by  his 
friends,  and  Mr.  Polk  received  the  nomina- 
tion, and  was  elected. 

In  1848  Mr.  Cass  was  the  regular  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  A  schism,  however, 
sprang  up  in  the  party,  upon  the  question 
of  the  permission  of  slavery  in  the  newly- 
acquired  territory,  and  a  portion  of  the 
party,  taking  the  name  of  "  Free-Soilers," 
nominated  Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  drew 
away  suiScient  votes  to  secure  the  election 
of  General  Taylor,  the  Whig  candidate. 
After  this  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  to  his  es- 
tate at  Kinderhook,  where  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  passed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  European  tour  in  1853.  He  died  at 
Kinderhook,  July  24,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
eiglity  years. 

Martin  Van  Buren  was  a  great  and  good 
man,  and  no  one  will  question  his  right  to 
a  high  position  among  those  who  have 
been  the  successors  of  Washington  in  the 
faithful  occupancy  of  tlie  Presidential 
chair.  * 
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I.I.  I  AM     HENRY 
IIARKISON,  thr 
ninth   President  of 
the  United  States, 
1X41,     was    born 
!'cl)ruarv  9,    1773, 
111  Charles  Coiint\', 
\'ir<^inia,  at    Beri<clev,   tiie    resi- 
dence   of     his    father,    Governor 
Benjamin  Harrison.      He  studied 
at     IlaniiKJcn,     Sidney     College, 
with  a  \ii'w  of  entering  the  iiicd- 
ic:al  jirofession.     .\fter  graduation 
he  went  to  Philadeljjhia  to  studv 
mcilicinc   under    the  instruction   of 
\)v.   Rush. 

(xeorge  Washington  was  thru  President 
jf  the  United  States.  The  Indians  were 
committing  fearful  ravages  on  our  North- 
western frontier.  Young  Harrison,  cither 
lured  by  the  love  of  adventure,  or  moved 
hv  the  sufferings  of  families  exposed  to  the 
most  horrible  outrages,  abandoned  hismed- 
ical  studies  and  entered  the  armv,  having 
obtained  a  commission  of  ensign  from  Pres- 
ident Washington.  The  first  fliitv  assigned 
him  was  to  take  a  train  of  |)ack-horses 
bound  to  Fort  Himilton,  on  the  Miami 
I'^iver,  .about  fort  V  miles  from  Fort  W^ish- 
ington.      He     was    soon    promoted    to    llu- 


rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  joined  the  army 
which  Washington  had  placed  under  the 
command  of  General  NVavne  to  prosecute 
more  vigorouslv  the  war  with  the  In- 
dians. Lieutenant  Harrison  received  great 
commendation  from  his  cominanding  offi- 
cer, and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Ca[)tain,  and  placed  in  command  at  Fort 
Wasiiingtoii,  now  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

About  this  time  he  married  a  daughter 
of  John  Cleves  Svmmes,  one  of  the  fron- 
tiersmen wdio  had  established  a  thriving 
settlement  on  the  bank  of  the  Maumee. 

In  1797  Captain  Harrison  resigned  his 
commission  in  the  armv  and  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and 
cx-(i_tJicio  Lieutenant-Governor,  General  St. 
Clair  being  then  Governor  of  the  Territory. 
.\t  that  time  the  law  in  reference  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  was  such  that 
no  one  C(juld  purchase  in  tracts  less  than 
4,oa5  acres.  Captain  Harrison,  in  the 
face  ol  \iolent  opposition,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  so  much  of  a  modification  of 
this  unjust  Law  that  the  land  was  sold  in 
alternate  tracts  of  640  and  3J0  acres.  The 
Northwest  Territor\-  vas  then  entitled 
to  one  delegate  in  Congress,  and  Cap- 
tain Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  of- 
hcc.      In  1800  he  w:is  apjiointed   Goxirnor 
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f)f  Indiana  Territory  and  soon  after  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  also  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  these  duties  that  he  was  four  times 
appointed  to  this  office.  During  his  admin- 
istration he  effected  thirteen  treaties  with 
the  Indians,  by  which  the  United  States 
acquired  60,000,000  acres  of  land.  In  1804 
he  obtained  a  cession  from  the  Indians  of 
all  the  land  between  the  Illinois  River  and 
the  Mississippi. 

In  18 1 2  he  was  made  Major-General  of 
Kentucky  militia  and  Brigadier-General 
m  the  army,  with  the  command  of  the 
Northwest  frontier.  In  1813  he  was  made 
Major-General,  and  as  such  won  much  re- 
nown by  the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs,  and  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  Octobers,  1813.  In 
1 8 14  he  left  the  army  and  was  employed  in 
Indian  affairs  by  the  Government. 

In  18 1 6  General  Harrison  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  National  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  represent  the  district  of  Ohio. 
In  the  contest  which  preceded  his  election 
he  was  accused  of  corruption  in  respect  to 
the  commissariat  of  the  army.  Immedi- 
ately upon  taking  his  seat,  he  called  for  an 
investigation  of  the  charge.  A  committee 
was  appointed,  and  his  vindication  was 
triumphant.  A  high  compliment  was  paid 
to  his  patriotism,  disinterestedness  and 
devotion  to  the  public  service.  For  these 
services  a  gold  medal  was  presented  to  him 
with  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

In  1819  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presiden- 
tial electors  of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote 
to  Henry  Clay.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
In  1828  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Adams  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Colom- 
bia, but  was  recalled  by  General  Jackson 
immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Jatter. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States, 
General  Harrison   retired  to    his    farm   at 


North  Bend,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  six- 
teen miles  below  Cincinnati,  where  for 
twelve  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  County 
Court.  He  once  owned  a  distillery,  but 
perceiving  the  sad  effects  of  whisky  upon 
the  surrounding  population,  he  promptly 
abandoned  his  business  at  great  pecuniarv 
sacrifice. 

In  1836  General  Hairison  was  brought 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Van  Buren  was  the  administration  candi- 
date; the  opposite  party  could  not  unite, 
and  four  candidates  were  brought  forward. 
General  Harrison  received  seventy-three 
electoral  votes  without  any  general  concert 
among  his  friends.  The  Democratic  party 
triumphed  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  chosen 
President.  In  1839  General  Harrison  was 
again  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the 
Whigs,  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  being  the  Democratic  candi- 
date. General  Harrison  received  234  elec- 
toral votes  against  sixty  for  his  opponent. 
This  election  is  memorable  chiefly  for  the 
then  extraordinarv  means  employed  during 
the  canvass  for  popular  votes.  Mass  meet- 
ings and  processions  were  introduced,  and 
the  watchwords  "  log  cabin  "  and  "  hard 
cider  "  were  effectually  used  by  the  Whigs, 
and  aroused  a  popular  enthusiasm. 

A  vast  concourse  of  people  attended  his 
inauguration.  His  address  on  that  occasion 
was  in  accordance  with  hisantecedents,  and 
gave  great  satisfaction.  A  shcjrt  time  after  he 
took  his  seat,  he  was  seized  by  a  pleurisy- 
fever,  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  April  4,  just  one  short  month  after 
his  inauguration.  His  death  was  universally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  National 
calamities.  Never,  since  the  death  of 
Washington,  were  there,  throughout  one 
land,  such  demonstrations  of  sorrow.  Not 
one  single  spot  can  be  found  to  sully  his 
fame;  and  through  all  ages  Americans  will 
pronounce  with  love  and  reverence  the 
name  of  William  Henrv  Hartis.jn. 
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jT-^OIIN  TVLKR,  the  tciuli 
I'rrvidciit  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in 
Charles  C  i  t  }•  County, 
\'irginia,  Marcli29,  1790. 
I  lis  father.  Jndg-e  joim 
r\ler,  ])ossessed  larg'e 
hnided  estates  in  \'ir<i^inia, 
and  was  one  nl  the  niosl 
(iistinijuished  men  of  ins 
(lav,  tiiUng'  till.'  offices  of 
Speaker  of  tiie  House  of 
Dt'legates,  Judi^'e  of  the  Sii- 
premc  Court  and  Governor 
tlie  State. 
^  At  the  earlv  aL;e  of  twelve 
young  John  entered  William  and  .NIat\ 
College,  and  graduated  with  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  lie  then  closelv 
applied  himself  U)  the  study  of  law,  and  at 
nineteen  years  of  age  comniemi-d  the  juai- 
tice  of  his  profession.  When  onl\-  twiiit\'- 
onc  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  .Stale 
Legislature.  He  acted  with  the  demo- 
cratic part\'  and  .advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  .Madison.  Forti\e  \carshe 
was  elected  to  the  Legislatuie,  recei\ing 
nearlv  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  count  v. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  He  advo- 
cated a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and   the  most  careful    viirilancc   o\(,r 


Stale  rights.  He  was  soon  compelled  to 
resign  his  seat  in  Congress,  owing  to  ill 
health.,  but  afterward  took  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  exerted  a 
powerful  influence  in  promoting  public 
works  of  great  utility. 

In  1825  Mr.  Tvler  was  chosen  Governor 
of  his  State — a  high  honor,  for  Virginia 
had  man\-  able  men  as  competitors  for 
the  prize.  His  administration  was  signallv 
a  successfid  one.  He  urged  forward  inter- 
nal improvements  and  strove  to  remove 
sectional  jealousies.  His  popularity  secured 
his  re-election.  In  1827  he  was  elected 
United  .States  Senator,  and  upon  taking  his 
si-at  jomcd  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  He 
opposed  the  tariff,  voted  against  tlie  bank 
as  unconstitutional,  o|)poscd  ail  restrictions 
upon  sla\er\-,  resisted  all  projects  of  inter- 
nal improvements  bv  the  General  Govern- 
ini-nl,  avowed  his  s\nipathv  with  .Mr.  Cal- 
iionn's  views  of  nullification,  and  declared 
that  Cjcneral  Jac-kson,  bv  his  ojiposition  to 
the  nulliliers,  had  abandoned  the  jirinciples 
ol  the  Democratic  partw  Such  was  .Mr. 
Tvler's  record   in  Congress. 

This  hostilit\'  to  Jackson  caused  Mr. 
Tvler's  ri-lirement  from  the  .Senate,  alter 
his  election  to  a  second  term.  He  soon 
after  removed  to  Williamsburg  for  the 
l)elter  education  ol  his  children,  and  again 
took  liis  s-at  in  the  LeLrislatiii  e. 
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In  1839  he  was  sent  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Harrisbiirg  to  nominate  a  Presi- 
dent. General  Harrison  received  a  majoritv 
of  votes,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the 
South,  who  had  wished  for  Henry  Cla}-. 
In  order  to  ctMicil'ate  the  Southern  Whigs, 
John  Tyler  was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Harrison  and  T\lcr  were  inaugu- 
rated March  4,  1S41.  in  one  short  month 
from  that  time  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler,  to  iiis  own  surjirise  as  well 
as  that  of  the  nation,  found  himself  an 
occupant  of  the  Presidential  chair.  His 
position  was  an  exceedingly  difificult  one, 
as  he  was  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into 
power.  General  Harrison  had  selected  a 
Whig  cabinet  Should  he  retain  them,  and 
thus  surround  himself  with  coimcilors 
wliose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own? 
or  should  he  turn  against  the  party  that 
had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself?  This  was  his  fear- 
ful dilemma. 

President  Txler  deserves  more  charity 
than  he  has  recei\'ed.  He  issued  an  address 
to  the  people,  which  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion. He  retained  the  cabinet  General 
Harrison  had  selected.  His  veto  of  a  bill 
chartering  a  new  national  bank  led  to  an 
open  quarrel  with  the  party  which  elected 
him,  and  to  a  resignation  of  the  entire 
cabinet,  except  I^aniel  Webster,  Secretary 
of  State. 

President  Tyler  attempted  t<j  conciliate. 
He  appointed  a  new  cabinet,  leaving  out  all 
strong  party  men,  but  the  Whig  members 
of  Congress  were  not  satisfied,  and  they 
published  a  manifesto  September  13,  break- 
ing off  ail  political  relations.  The  Demo- 
crats had  a  majority  in  the  House ;  the 
Whigs  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Webster  soon 
found  it  necessary  to  resign,  being  forced 
out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends. 

April  13,  1844,  President  Tyler  concluded, 
through  Mr.  Calhoun,  a  treaty  for  the  an- 


nexation ot  Texas,  which  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate  :  but  he  effected  his  object  in  the 
closing  da\s  of  his  administration  by  the 
passage  of  the  joint  resoluti(jn  of  March  I 
1845.' 

He  was  nominated  for  the  Presidenc\'  by 
an  informal  Democratic  Convention,  held 
at  Baltimore  in  May,  1844,  but  soon  with- 
drew from  the  canvass,  perceiving  that  he 
had  not  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Demo- 
crats at  large. 

Mr.  T3der's  administration  was  j)articu- 
larly  unfortunate.  No  one  was  satisfied. 
Whigs  and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him. 
Situated  as  he  was,  it  is  more  than  can 
be  ex])ected  of  human  nature  that  he 
should,  in  ail  cases,  have  acted  in  the  wisest 
manner;  but  it  will  probably  be  the  verdict 
of  all  candid  men,  in  a  careful  review  of  his 
career,  that  John  T\ler  was  placed  in  a 
position  of  such  difficulty  that  he  could  not 
pursue  an\' course  which  woukl  not  expose, 
him  to  severe  censure  antl  deiuniciation. 

In  1S13  Mr.  Tn  ler  married  Letitia  Chris- 
tian, who  bore  him  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  died  in  Washington  in  1S43. 
June  26,  1844,  he  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Julia  Gardner,  of  New 
York.  He  lived  in  almost  complete  retire- 
ment from  politics  until  February,  1861, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  abortive 
■'  peace  convention,"  held  at  Washington, 
and  was  chosen  its  President.  Soon  after 
he  renounced  his  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  was  elected  to  the  Confederate 
Congress.  He  died  at  Richmond,  Ianuar\- 
17,  1862,  after  a  short  idness. 

Unfortunatelv  for  his  memor\'  the  naiue 
of  John  T3der  nuist  forever  be  associated 
with  all  the  misery  of  that  terrible  Re- 
bellion, whose  cause  he  oi>enly  espoused. 
It  is  with  sorrow  that  history  records  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States  died  while 
defending  the  flag  of  rebellion,  which  was 
arrayed  against  the  national  banner  in 
deadly  warfare. 
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A  M  i;.s  K  \()X  POLK. 
\fcj  ^^/l/^'%  tlu-  clcvciilh  I'lT-siiient  dI 
i'.i:  %nt^^'  i^     ''"^'   l-'iiin,(l   States,   1845- 

Vd      ■  4i».    \vas    1)1)111    in    Mcck- 

1,1     I  ^ 

»/•'.,      ||*r.;      •-.■        Icnbuii^    Ci)Hiit\-.    X'litli 

it*M<'-:^,A\K  T    .  ( '  iiiiliiKi.     Ncixcnihci-     2, 

1 7'  M.      lie    was    tlic    c-l(lest 

son   c)l   a   laniilv  of  six  sons 

and  lour  daiig'litrrs.  and  was 

a  f.;^iand-iic|)hcw  ol  Colonel 

Tlioinas  1 'oik,  celebrated  in 

eoiinec-tioii  \\itli    the   Meek- 

lenhiii^;   I  )t-claratioii    ol    jn- 

dejiendence. 

In  I  S06  his  lather,  .Samuel 
oik,  eiiii^^M'aled  with  his  fam- 
ily two  or  ihrei-  hundred  miles  west  to  the 
va!k'\-  ol  the  Diuk  l\i\-ei.  lie  was  a  sur- 
veyor as  well  as  I, inner,  and  i^raduallv  in- 
creased in  weallli  until  he  became  (jne  of 
the  ieadini;'  iiieii  ol  the  rei.jion. 

In  the  coinmou  st:liools  James  iai)idl\-  be- 
came proficii'ut  in  all  theeommon  branches 
of  an  I'aiL;lisli  education.  In  i  S 1  3  he  was 
sent  to  .N|  urlreesboro  .\cailem\-,  and  in  the 
autuuin  of  I  Si  5  entered  the  so|ilii  )more  class 
ill  the  I 'iii\'ersit  \'  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Chaixl  I  Iiil,  i.^raduatiiii^  in  181S.  .vfter  a 
short  season  ol  recreation  he  went  to  Nasii- 
villc  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Felix 
Grundv.      .\s  so(jii  as   ne   iiad  iiib     linislieu 


lethal  studies  and  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  returned  to  Columbia,  the  shire  town  of 
Maur\'   Couiitv.  and  opencl  an  office. 

James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  ]iolil- 
ical  faith  ol  his  father,  \\  hich  was  that  of 
a  Jeffcrscjiiiaii  Republican,  la  1823  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  As 
a  "strict  constructionist,"  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Constitution  emiiowercd  the  Gen- 
eial  Ciovernment  to  can  \-  oil  a  system  of 
internal  iniproxcments  111  the  States,  but 
deemed  il  im]iortant  that  it  should  have 
that  power,  and  wished  the  Constitution 
amended  that  it  nii<.^lil  be  conferred.  .Sub- 
sei|uenll\-,  liow(.'\'er,  he  became  alarmed  lest 
the  General  CTo\ernmeiit  become  so  strong 
as  to  undertake  to  interfere  with  slaver\-. 
He'  iherelore  gave  all  his  influence  io 
strenglhen  the  State  go\eriimenls,  and  to 
check  the  growth  ol  the  central  power. 

In  Jaiiuai\',  1SJ4,  Mi'.  Polk  married  Miss 
^hlr\•  Childress,  ol  Rul  heiiord  Couiil  \-,  Ten- 
nessee. Had  some  one  then  whispered  to 
him  that  Ik-  was  destined  to  become  Presi- 
dent of  the  Cniled  Stales,  and  that  he  must 
st'lect  for  his  companion  (jiie  who  would 
adorn  thai  distinguished  station,  lie  could 
not  na\'e  made  a  more  tilting  choice.  She 
was  truly  a  ladv  of  rare  beautv  and  cailture. 

In  the  fall  of  1835  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen 
.1    niemi)er   of  Congress,  and    was  contiim 


yAMES     A'.     POLK. 


ously  re-elected  until  1839.  He  then  with- 
drew, only  that  he  might  accept  the 
gubernatorial  chair  of  his  native  State. 
He  was  a  warm  friend  of  General  Jackson, 
who  had  been  defeated  in  the  electoral 
contest  by  Jnhn  Ouincy  Adams.  This 
latter  gentleman  had  just  taken  his  seat  in 
the  Presidential  chair  when  Mr.  Folk  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  immediately  united  himself  with  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  soon 
regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  Jackson  part}- 
in  the  House. 

The  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams'  adminis- 
tration passed  away,  and  General  Jackson 
took  tne  Presidential  chair.  Mr.  Polk  had 
now  become  a  man  of  great  influence  in 
Congress,  ana  was  chairman  of  its  most 
important  committee — that  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Eloquently  he  sustained  General 
Jackson  in  all  his  measures — in  his  hostility 
to  internal  improvements,  to  the  banks,  and 
to  the  tariff.  Eight  years  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration  passed  away,  and  the 
powers  he  had  wielded  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Martin  Van  Buren  ;  and  still  Mr. 
Polk  remained  in  the  House,  the  advocate 
of  that  type  of  Democracy  which  those 
distinguished  men  upheld. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr. 
Polk  was  speaker  of  the  House.  He  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  general  satis- 
faction, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  with- 
drew, March  4,  1839.  He  was  elected 
Governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  took 
the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville,  October  14, 
1839.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election 
in  1 84 1,  but  was  defeated.  In  the  mean- 
time a  wonderful  revolution  had  swept 
over  the  country.  W.  H.  Harrison, the  Whig 
candidate,  had  been  called  to  the  Presiden- 
tial chair,  and  in  Tennessee  the  Whig  ticket 
had  been  carried  by  over  12,000  majorit}'. 
Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Polk's  suc- 
cess was  hopeless.     Still  he  canvassed  the 


State  with  his  Whig  competitor,  Mr.  Jones, 
traveling  in  the  most  friendly  manner  to- 
gether, often  in  the  same  carriage,  and  a' 
one  time  slcejjing  in  the  same  bed.  Mi. 
Jones  was  elected  by  3.000  majority. 

And  now  the  question  of  the  annexalicMi 
of  Texas  to  our  countr)-  agitated  the  whole 
land.  When  this  f[uestion  became  national 
Mr.  Polk,  as  the  avowed  champion  of  an- 
nexation, became  the  Presidential  candidate 
of  the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  George  M.  Dallas  their  candi- 
date for  the  Vice-Prcsidencv.  The\-  were 
elected  by  a  large  maj(jritv,  and  were  in- 
augurated March  4,  1845. 

President  Polk  formed  an  able  cabinet, 
consisting  of  James  Buchanan,  Robert  J. 
Walker,  William  L.  Marcy,  George  Ban 
croft.  Cave  Johnson  and  John  Y.  Mason. 
The  Oregon  boundary  question  was  settled, 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  was  created, 
the  low  tariff  of  1846  was  carried,  the 
financial  system  of  the  Governmeni  was 
reorganized,  the  Mexican  war  was  con- 
ducted, which  residted  in  the  acquisition  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  and  had  far- 
reaching  C(jnsequences  upon  the  later  fort- 
unes of  the  republic.  Peace  was  made. 
We  had  wrested  fioni  Mexic<j  territory 
ec[ual  to  fom"  times  the  empire  of  France, 
and  five  times  that  of  Sjiain.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  this  war  we  expended  20,000 
lives  and  more  than  $100,000,000.  Of  this 
money  $15,000,000  weix  paid  to  Mexico. 

Declining  to  seek  a  rcnoniination,  Mr. 
Polk  retired  from  the  Presidency  March  4, 
1849,  when  he  was  succeeded  bv  General 
Zachary  Taylor.  He  retired  to  Xasln'iile, 
and  died  there  June  19,  1849,  i'l  ''"-'  hf'v- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended the  following  daA",  in  Nashville,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect.  He  left 
no  children.  Without  being  possessed  of 
extraordinary  talent,  Mr.  Folk  was  a  capable 
administrator  of  public  affairs,  ancj  irre- 
proachable in  private  life. 
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ACilARV  TAY- 
LOR,  the  twelfth 
Prcsitlciit  of  the 
United  States, 
i849-'5o,  was  born 
in  Orange  Count)', 
\'irL,nnia,  Septein- 
ber  24,  17.S4.  I  lis  father, 
Richard  Ta\loi-,  was  Coio- 
of  a  X'iri^inia  rei^'inicnt 
in  the  Revolutionar\-  war, 
and  removed  to  Kentucl<y 
in  I7!^5;  purciiased  a  large 
intation  near  Louisville 
and  hcc.nne  an  influential  cit- 
izen; was  a  member  o!  the  convention  that 
framed  the  Constitution  of  Kentucky;  served 
in  both  branches  of  tlie  Legidatun-  ;  was 
Collector  of  the  port  of  Louisville  under 
President  Washington;  as  a  Presidential 
elector,  voted  for  jelferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe and   Clav ;    diid  Januaiy    i(jj^2ij. 

Z.ichary  remained  on  his  father's  planta- 
tion until  1S5S,  in  which  year  i  ^LlV  }\  he 
was  appoiutcil  I'irst  Lieutenant  in  the 
Seventh  Iiifantr\-,  to  Idl  a  vacancv  oc- 
casioned bv  the  death  of  liis  elder  brother, 
Hancock.  LJ[)  to  this  point  he  had  received 
but  a  limited  education. 

Joining  his  regiment  at  New  (.)r[ean--,  he 


was  attacked  with  yellow  fever,  with  nearly 
fatal  termination.  In  November,  1810,  he 
was  jjromoted  to  Captain,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1 81 2  he  was  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Wabash 
River,  near  the  present  site  of  Terre  Haute, 
his  successful  defense  of  which  with  but  a 
handful  of  men  against  a  large  force  of 
Indians  which  had  attacked  him  was  one  of 
the  first  marked  militar}'  achievements  of 
the  war.  He  was  then  brevetted  Major, 
and  in    1S14  yiromotcd  to  the  full  rank. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  war  Tavlor 
was  activeh'  emplo^ycd  on  the  Western 
frontier.  In  the  peace  organization  of  1815 
he  was  retained  as  Captain,  but  soon  after 
resigned  and  settled  near  Louisville.  In 
Mav,  1S16,  however,  he  re-entered  the  arnic- 
as Major  of  the  Third  Infantrv  ;  became 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 
in  1819,  and  in  1S32  attained  the  Colonelcy 
of  the  First  Infantry,  of  which  he  had  been 
Lieutenant-Colonel  since  1821.  Ondifferenl 
occasions  he  had  been  called  to  Washington 
as  member  of  a  military  board  for  organiz- 
ing the  militia  of  the  Union,  and  to  aid  the 
Government  with  his  knowledge  in  the 
organization  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  lundng 
for  manv  V'ears  discharged  the  duties  oi 
Indian  agent  os'cr  large  tracts  ot  Western 
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country.  He  served  through  the  Black 
Hawk  war  in  1832,  and  in  1837  was  ordered 
to  take  command  in  Florida,  then  the  scene 
of  war  with  the  Indians. 

In  1846  he  was  transferred  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Southwest,  from 
which  he  was  relieved  the  same  vear  at  his 
own  request.  Subsequently  he  was  sta- 
tioned on  the  Arkansas  frontier  at  Forts 
Gibbon,  Smith  and  Jesup,  which  latter  work 
ftad  been  built  under  his  direction  in  1822. 

May  28,  1845,  he  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  informing  him  of  the 
receipt  of  information  by  the  President 
"  that  Texas  would  shortly  accede  to  the 
terms  of  annexation,"  in  which  event  he 
was  instructed  to  defend  and  protect  her 
from  "  foreign  invasion  and  Indian  incur- 
sions." He  proceeded,  upon  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  with  about  1,500  men  to  Corpus 
Christi,  where  his  force  was  increased  to 
some  4,000. 

Taylor  was  brevetted  Major-General  May 
28,  and  a  month  later,  June  29,  1846,  his  full 
commission  to  that  grade  was  issued.  After 
needed  rest  and  reinforcement,  he  advanced 
in  September  on  Monterey,  which  city  ca- 
pitulated after  three-days  stubborn  resist- 
ance. Here  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters. 
The  plan  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  by 
way  of  Vera  Cruz,  with  Gene'al  Scott  in 
command,  was  now  determined  upon  by 
the  Govenrment,  and  at  the  mcnnent  Taj-lor 
was  about  to  resume  active  operations,  he 
received  orders  to  send  the  larger  part  of 
his  force  to  reinforce  the  army  of  General 
Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  Though  subsequently 
reinforced  by  raw  recruits,  yet  after  pro- 
viding a  garrison  for  Monterey  and  Saltillo 
he  had  but  about  5,300  effective  troops,  of 
which  but  500  or  600'  were  regulars.  In 
this  weakened  condition,  however,  he  was 
destined  to  achieve  his  greatest  victory. 
Confidently  relying  upon  his  strength  at 
Vera  Cruz  to  resist  the  enemy  f(jr  a  long 
lime,  Santa  Anna  directed  his  entire  armv 


against  Taylor  to  overwhelm  him,  and  then 
to  return  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Scott's 
more  formidable  invasion.  The  battle  of 
Buena  Vista  was  fought  February  21  and 
23,  1S47.  Taylor  received  the  tlianks  of 
Congress  and  a  gold  medal,  and  "  Old 
Rough  and  Ready,"  the  sobriquet  ,<;iyen 
him  in  the  army,  became  a  household  wcjrd. 
He  remained  in  quiet  p(jssession  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  until  November,  when 
he  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  Whig  convention  which  met  at 
Philadelphia,June  7,  1848,  Taylor  was  nomi- 
nated on  the  fourth  ballot  as  candidate  :,' 
the  Whig  party  l(jr  President,  (jver  Henry 
Clay,  General  Sc(jtt  and  Daniel  Webster. 
In  November  Taylor  received  a  inaj(jrity 
of  electoral  votes,  and  a  popular  \<jle  of 
1,360,752,  against  1,219,962  fur  Cass  and 
Butler,  and  291,342  lur  Van  Burcn  and 
Adams.  General  laylur  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1849. 

Tlie  free  and  s!a\'e  States  being  then  equa.l 
in  number,  the  struggle  fur  supreinac}-  on 
the  part  of  the  leaders  in  Congiess  was 
violent  and  bitter.  In  the  summer  of  1849 
California  adopted  in  convention  a  Consti- 
tution prohibiting  slavery  within  its  borders. 
Taylor  advocated  the  immediate  admission 
of  California  with  her  Constitution,  and  the 
postponement  of  the  question  as  to  the  other 
Territories  until  they  could  hold  con\-en- 
tions  and  decide  for  themselves  whether 
slavery  should  exist  within  their  borders. 
This  policy  ultimately  prevailed  through 
the  celebrated  "  Compromise  Measures"  of 
Henry  Clay;  but  nut  during  the  life  of  the 
brave  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  July 
5  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  a  biliuus 
fever,  which  provetl  fatal,  his  death  occur- 
ring July  9,  1S50.  One  of  his  daughters 
married  C(jlonel  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  his  .Vdju- 
tant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff  in  I'londa 
and  Mexico,  and  Priyate  Secretary  during 
his  Presidency.  Another  daughter  was 
married  to  Jefferson  Davis. 
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jI^'  I  L  L  A  R  D   FILL- 
MORE,   the    thir- 
K3,     tceiith  President 
I )  f  the    L^i  i  t  e  d 
States.  iS;o-'3,  was 

born     in    Summer 
/ -^  <■ 

Hill,  C  a  y  11  g  a 
Coiint\-,  Xew  Yurk.  Jaiui- 
iSoo.  He  was  of 
New  England  ancestry,  and 
is  educational  advantages 
were  limited.  He  early 
learned  the  clothiers'  trade, 
but  sijcnl  all  his  leisure  time 
in  stud\-.  At  nineteen  years 
**  of  age  he  was  induced  bv 
Judge  Waller  Wood  to  abandna  his  trade 
and  commence  tiie  study  of  law.  Upon 
learning  that  the  young  man  was  entirely 
destitute  of  means,  he  look  him  into  his 
own  oflice  and  loaned  him  such  money  as 
he  needed.  That  he  might  not  be  heavih' 
burdened  with  debt,  young  Fillmore  taught 
scho(jl  during  the  winter  months,  and  in 
various  otlier  ways  helped  himself  along. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Couit  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
commenced  the  [practice  of  his  profession 
in  the    village  of  Aurora,  sitiuited  on  the 


eastern  bank  of  the  Cayuga  Lake.  In  1825 
he  married  Miss  Abigail  Powers,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Lemuel  Powers,  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth.  In  1S25  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  H(juse  of  Assembly  of  his  native  .State, 
as  Representative  from  Erie  County, 
whither  he  had  recently  moved. 

Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  politics  his  vote  and  his  sym- 
pathies were  with 'the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  but  his  cour- 
tesv,  ability  and  integrity  won  the  respect 
of  his  associates.  In  1832  he  was  elected 
to  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his 
law  practice,  and  in  two  years  more  he  was 
again  elected  to  Congress. 

He  now  began  to  have  a  national  reputa- 
tion. His  labors  were  very  arduous.  To 
draft  resolutions  in  the  committee  room, 
;md  then  to  defend  them  against  the  most 
skillful  opponents  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
requires  readiness  of  mind,  mental  resources 
and  skill  in  debate  such  as  few  possess. 
Weary  with  these  exhausting  labors,  and 
pressed  by  the  claims  of  his  private  affairs, 
Mr.  Fillmore  wrote  a  letter  to  his  constitu- 
ents and  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election.    Not  withstanding  this  ccmmiini- 
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cation  his  friends  met  in  convention  and 
renominated  him  by  acclamation.  Though 
gratified  by  this  proof  of  their  appreciation 
of  his  labors  he  adhered  to  lijs  resolve  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

In  1847  Mr.  Fillmore  was  elected  to  the 
important  office  of  comptroller  of  the  State. 
In  entering  upon  the  very  responsible  duties 
which  this  situation  demanded,  it  was  nec- 
essary for  him  to  abandon  his  profession, 
and  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Albany.  In 
this  year,  also,  the  Whigs  were  looking 
around  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  the 
President  and  Vice-President  at  the  ap- 
proaching election,  and  the  names  of  Zach- 
ary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying  cry  of  the  Whigs.  On  the 4th 
of  March,  1849,  General  Taylor  was  inaug- 
urated President  and  Millard  Fillmore 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

The  great  question  of  slavery  had  as- 
sumed enormous  proportions,  and  perme- 
ated every  subject  that  was  brought  before 
Congress.  It  was  evident  that  the  strength 
of  our  institutions  was  to  be  severely  tried. 
July  9,  1850,  President  Taylor  died,  and,  by 
the  Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore 
became  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  agitated  condition  of  the  country 
brought  questions  of  great  delicacy  before 
him.  He  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  office 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  these  laws  was  understood  to  be, 
that  if  a  slave,  escaping  from  bondage, 
should  reach  a  free  State,  the  United  States 
was  bound  to  do  its  utmost  to  capture  him 
and  return  him  to  his  master.  Most  Chris- 
tian men  loathed  this  law.  President  Fill- 
more felt  bound  by  his  oath  rigidly  to  see 
it  enforced.  Slavery  was  organizing  armies 
to  invade  Cuba  as  it  had  invaded  Texas, 
and  annex  it  to  the  United  States.  Presi- 
dent Fillmore  gave  all  the  influence  of  his 
exalted  station  against  the  atrocious  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  serious   difficulties  to 


contend  with,  since  the  opposition  had  a 
majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  conciliate  the  South, 
but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  that  section 
felt  the  inadequency  of  all  measures  of  tran- 
sient  conciliation.  The  population  of  the 
free  States  was  so  rapidly  increasing  over 
that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevita- 
ble that  the  power  of  the  Government 
should  soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free 
States.  The  famous  compromise  measures 
were  adopted  under  Mr.  Fillmore's  admin- 
istration, and  the  Japan  expedition  was 
sent  out. 

March  4,  1S53,  having  served  one  term, 
President  Fillmore  retired  from  otifice.  He 
then  took  a  long  tour  through  the  South, 
where  he  met  with  quite  an  enthusiastic 
reception.  In  a  speech  at  Vicksburg,  al- 
luding to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country, 
he  said: 

"  Canada  is  knocking  for  admission,  and 
Mexico  would  be  glad  to  come  in,  and 
without  saying  whether  it  would  be  right 
or  wrong,  we  stand  with  open  arms  to  re- 
ceive them;  for  it  is  the  manifest  destiny  of 
this  Government  to  embrace  the  whole 
North  American  Continent." 

In  1855  Mr.  Fillmore  went  to  Europe 
where  he  was  received  with  those  marked 
attentions  which  his  position  and  character 
merited.  Returning  to  this  country  in 
1856  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  "  Know-Nothing  "  party.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, the  Democratic  candidate  was 
the  successful  competitor.  Mr.  Fillmore 
ever  afterward  lived  in  retirement.  Dur- 
ing the  conflict  of  civil  war  he  was  mostly 
silent.  It  was  generally  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  his  sympathy  was  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.  He  kept  aloof  from  the 
conflict  without  any  words  of  cheer  to  the 
one  party  or  the  other.  For  this  reason 
he  was  forgotten  by  both.  He  died  of 
paralysis,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  8, 
1874.' 
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RANKLIX  PIERCE, 
the  fourteenth  Presi- 
dent of  llie  United 
States,  was  born  in 
IliilsborougiT,  New 
Hampshire.  Novem- 
ber 23,  1804.  His 
f  a  t  li  e  r,  Governor 
Beiiiamm  Pierce,  was  a  Rev- 
<jiutioiiar\-  soldier,  a  man  of 
riyid  iMtei^rit^• ;  was  for  sev- 
eral vears  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, a  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's council  and  a  General 
of  the  militia. 
Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
As  a  boy  he  listened  eagerly  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  latiier,  enforced  bv  strcjng  and 
ready  uttcr::nce  and  earnest  gesture,  it 
was  in  the  davs  of  intense  political  excite- 
ment, when,  all  ovci-  the  New  England 
States,  Federalists  and  Democrats  were  ar- 
rayed  so   fiercely   against  each   other. 

In  1820  he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at 
Brunswick,  Maine,  and  graduated  in  1824, 
and  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  I  lie 
office  of  Judge  Woodburv,  a  very  distin- 
guished lawyer,  and  in  1827  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  practiced  with  great  success 
in  Hillsborough   and  Concord.     He  served 


in  the  State  Legislature  four  vears,  the  last 
two  of  which  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House  b\-  a  ver)'  large  vote. 

In  1833  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. In  1837  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  com- 
menced   his    administration. 

In  1834  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means 
Appleton,  a  lady  admirably  fitted  to  adorn 
everv  station  with  which  her  husband  was 
honored.  Three  sons  born  t(3  tiiem  all 
found  an  early  grave. 

Ui)on  his  accession  to  office.  President 
Polk  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney-Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  but  the  offer  was 
declined  in  consequence  of  numerous  pro- 
fessional engagements  at  home  and  the 
precarious  state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health. 
About  the  same  time  he  also  declined  the 
nomination  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

The  war  with  Me.xico  called  Mr.  Pierce 
into  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment 
of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  f)f  his  troops  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  .May  27,  1847.  He  served  during 
I  his  war,  and  distinguished  himself  bv  his 
bravery,  skill  and  excellent  judgment. 
When  he  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
Slate  he  was  enthusiastically  received   by 
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the  advocates  of  the  war,  and  coldly  by  its 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  liis 
profession,  frequently  taking  an  active  part 
in  political  questions,  and  giving  his  sup- 
port to  the  pro-slavcrv  wing  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

June  12,  1852,  the  Democratic  ccjuvention 
met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidenc}".  For  four  da3-s  thc\' 
continued  in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  bal- 
lotmgs  no  one  had  received  the  requisite 
two-thirds  \'Ote.  Not  a  vote  had  been 
thrown  thus  far  for  General  Pierce.  Then 
the  Virginia  delegation  brought  forward 
his  name.  There  were  fourteen  more  bal- 
lotings,  during  whicli  General  Pierce 
gained  strength,  imtil,  at  the  forts'-ninth 
ballot,  he  received  2S2  votes,  and  all  other 
candidates  eleven.  General  Winfield  Scott 
was  the  Whig  candidate.  General  Pierce 
was  elected  with  great  unanimity.  Onlv 
four  States — Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Ken- 
tuck}'  and  Tennessee — cast  their  electoral 
votes  against  him.  March  4,  1853,  he  was 
inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  William  R.  King,  Vice-President. 

President  Pierce's  cabinet  consisted  of 
William  S.  Marcy,  James  Guthrie,  Jefferson 
Davis,  James  C.  Dobbin,  Robert  McClel- 
land, James  Campbell  and  Caleb  Cushing. 

At  the  demand  of  slavery  the  Missouri 
Compromise  was  repealed,  and  all  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Union  were  thrown  open  to 
slaver}'.  The  Territor}'  of  Kansas,  west  of 
Missouri,  was  settled  by  emigrants  mainly 
from  the  North.  According  to  law,  they 
.were  about  to  meet  and  decide  whether 
slavery  or  freedom  should  be  the  law  of 
that  realm.  Slavery  in  Missouii  and 
other  Southern  States  rallied  her  armed 
legions,  marched  them  into  Kansas,  took 
possession  of  the  polls,  drove  away  the 
citizens,  deposited  their  own  votes  by 
handluls,  went  through  the  farce  of  count- 
ing them,  and  then  declared  that,  by  an 
overwhelming  majoritv,  slaverv  was  estab- 


lished in  Kansas.  These  facts  nobody 
denied,  and  yet  President  Pierci/'s  adminis- 
tration felt  bound  to  respect  the  decision 
obtained  by  such  votes.  The  citizens  of 
Kansas,  the  majority  of  whom  were  free- 
State  men,  met  in  convention  and  adopted 
the  following  resolve  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  bod)-  of  men  who, 
ft)r  the  past  two  months,  have  been  passing 
laws  for  the  people  of  our  Territory, 
moved,  counseled  and  dictate<i  to  by  the 
demagogues  of  other  States,  arc  to  us  a 
foreign  body,  representing  onh-  the  lawless 
invaders  who  elected  them,  and  not  the 
people  of  this  Territory  ;  that  we  repudiate 
their  action  as  the  monstrous  consummation 
of  an  act  of  violence,  usurpation  and  fraud 
imparalleled   in  the  history  of  the  Union." 

The  free-State  people  of  Kansas  also  sent 
a  petition  to  the  General  Government,  im- 
ploring its  protection.  In  reply  the  Presi- 
dent issued  a  proclamation,  declaring  that 
Legislature  thus  created  nuist  be  recog- 
nized as  the  legitimate  Legislature  of  Kan- 
sas, and  that  its  laws  were  binding  upon 
the  people,  and  that,  if  necessary,  the  whole 
force  of  the  Governmental  arm  would  be 
put  forth  to  inforce  those  laws. 

James  Buchanan  succeeded  him  in  the 
Presidency,  and,  ^Llrch  4,  1S57,  President 
Pierce  retired  to  his  home  in  Concord, 
New  Hampshire.  When  the  Rebellion 
burst  forth  Mr.  Pierce  I'emaiiied  steadfast 
to  the  principles  he  had  always  cherished, 
and  gave  his  sympathies  to  the  pro-slavery 
party,  with  which  he  had  ever  been  allied. 
He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by 
voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  National  Government,  He  resided  in 
Concord  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
October,  1S69.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
genial  and  social  of  men,  generous  to 
a  fault,  and  contributed  liberally  of  his 
moderate  means  for  the  alleviation  of  suf- 
fering and  want.  He  was  an  honored 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  rhurch. 
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f|^AMES  BUCHANAN,  the 
/y-  ■=.         fifteenth  President  of  tlie 
United  States.   i857-'6i, 
was     born    in    Franklin 
C  o  u  n  t  }•,  Pennsylvania, 
April    23,    1791.      The 
!ace    where    his  father's 
cabin    stood     was    called 
Stony    Batter,    and    it    was 
situated  in  a  wild,  romantic 
s[)ot,  in  a  gorge  of    mount- 
ains,   with    towering    sum- 
mits rising  all  around.     He 
was   of   Irish   ancestry,   his 
father  having  emigrated  in- 
1783,    with   very  little   prop- 
ert)',  save  his  own  strong  arms. 

James  remained  in  his  secluded  home  for 
eight  years  enjo3-ing  very  few  social  or 
intellectual  advantages.  His  parents  were 
industrifjiis,  frugal,  prosperous  and  intelli- 
gent. In  1799  his  father  removed  to  Mer- 
cersburg,  where  James  was  placed  in 
scho<;l  and  commenced  a  course  in  English, 
Cireek  and  Latin.  His  [)rogress  was  rapid 
and  in  iSoi  he  entered  Dickinson  College 
at  Carlisle.  Here  he  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution,  and  was 
able  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects 
with  facility.  In  1809  he  graduated  with 
the  highest  honors  in  his  class. 

He  was  then  eighteen   years  of   age,  tall, 


graceful  and  in  vigorous  health,  fond  oi 
athletic  sports,  an  unerring  shot  and  en- 
livened with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal 
spirits.  He  immediately  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812.  He  rose 
very  rapidl}-  in  his  profession  and  at  once 
took  imdisputed  stand  with  the  ablest  law- 
yers of  the  State.  When  but  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  State,  who  was 
tried  upon  articles  of  impeachment  At 
the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally  admitted 
that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar,  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  hail 
a  more  extensive  or  lucrative  practice. 

In  181 2,  just  after  Mr.  Buchanan  had 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  our 
second  war  with  England  occurred.  With 
all  his  powers  he  sustained  the  Govern- 
ment, eloquently  urging  the  rigorous  pros- 
ecution of  the  war;  and  even  enlisfing  as  a- 
private  soldier  to  assist  in  repelling  the 
British,  who  had  sacked  Washington  and 
were  threatening  Baltimore.  He  was  at 
that  time  a  Federalist,  but  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  by  both  parties, 
Jefferson  truly  said,  "  We  are  all  Federal- 
ists; we  are  all  Republicans." 

The  oppos'tion  of  the  Federalists  to  the 
war  with  England,  and  the  alien   and   sedi- 
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tioii  laws  of  John  Adams,  brought  the  party 
into  dispute,  and  the  name  of  Federalist 
became  a  reproach.  Mr.  Buchanan  ahnost 
immediately  upon  entering  Congress  began 
to  incline  more  and  more  to  the  Repub- 
licans. In  the  stormy  Presidential  election 
of  1824,  in  which  Jackson,  C\z.y,  Crawford 
and  John  Quincy  Adams  were  candidates, 
Mr.  Buchanan  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  unrelentingly  opposed  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
General  Jackson  appointed  Mr.  Buchanan, 
minister  to  Russia.  Upon  his  return  in  1833 
he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met  as  his  associates, 
Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He 
advocated  the  measures  proposed  by  Presi- 
dent Jackson  of  making  reprisals  against 
France,  and  defended  the  course  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removals  from  office  of  those  who  were  not 
the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  brought  into  direct  col- 
lision with  Henry  Clay.  In  the  discussion 
of  the  question  respecting  the  admission  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  Mr. 
Buchanan  defined  his  position  by  saying: 

"  The  older  I  grow,  the  more  I  am  in- 
clined to  be  what  is  called  a  State-rights 
man." 

M.  de  Tocqueville,  in  his  renowned  work 
upon  "  Democracy  in  America,"  foresaw 
the  trouble  which  was  inevitable  from  the 
doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  as  held  by 
Calhoun  and  Buchanan.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  National  Government  was 
losing  that  strength  which  was  essential 
to  its  own  existence,  and  that  the  States 
were  assuming  powers  which  threatened 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Buchanan 
received  the  book  in  the  Senate  and  de- 
clared the  fears  of  De  Tocqueville  to  be 
groundless,  and  yet  he  lived  to  sit  in  the 
Presidential  chair  and  see  State  after  State, 
in  accordance  with  his  own  views  of  State 


rights,  breaking  from  the  Union,  thus 
crumbling  our  Republic  into  ruins;  while 
the  unhappy  old  man  folded  his  arms  in 
despair,  declaring  that  the  National  Consti- 
tution invested  him  with  no  power  to  arrest 
the  destruction. 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretary  of 
State,  and  as  such  took  his  share  of  the 
responsibilit}-  in  the  conduct  of  the  Mexi- 
can war.  At  the  close  c^f  Mr.  Polk's  ad- 
ministration, Mr.  Buchanan  retired  t(5  pri- 
vate life;  but  his  intelligence,  and  his  great 
ability  as  a  statesman,  enabled  him  to  exert 
a  powerful  influence  in   National  affairs. 

Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidencv,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with 
the  mission  to  England.  In  the  year  1856 
the  National  Democratic  convention  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency. 
The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  countr)^  has  ever  en- 
gaged. On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  inaugurated  President.  His 
cabinet  were  Lewis  Cass,  Howell  Cobb, 
J.  B.  Floyd,  Isaac  Toucey,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son,  A.  V.  Brown  and   J.   S.  Black. 

The  disruption  of  the  Deinocratic  partv, 
in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
issue  of  the  nationality  of  slavery  was 
pressed  by  the  Southern  wing,  occurred  at 
the  National  convention,  held  at  Charleston 
in  April,  i860,  for  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Buchanan's  successor,  when  the  majority 
of  Southern  delegates  withdrew  upon  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
constitutional  status  of  slavery  should  be 
determined  b}-  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  next  Presidential  canvass  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  nominated  b}'  the  oppo- 
nents of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration. 
Mr.  Buchanan  remained  in  Washington 
long  enough  to  see  his  successor  installed 
and  then  retired  to  his  home  in  Wheatland. 
He  died  June  i,  1868,  aged  seventj'seven 
}-ears. 
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B  R  A  H  A  M  LIN- 
COLN, the  sixteenth 
President  of  the 
United  States,  i86i-'5, 
J  was  born  February 
12,  1809,  in  Larue 
(then  Hardin)  County, 
Kentucky,  in  a  cabin  on  Nolan 
Creek,  tliree  miles  west  of 
Hudi^ensville.  His  parents 
w  c  r  e  Thomas  a  n  d  Nancy 
(Hanks)  Lincoln.  Of  his  an- 
cestry and  early  years  the  little 
that  is  known  may  best  be 
riven  in  his  own  language  :  "  M}' 
parents  were  both  born  in  Virginia,  of  un- 
distinguished families — second  families,  per- 
haps I  should  say.  My  mother,  who  died 
in  mv  tenth  year,  was  ol  a  familv  of  tlic 
name  of  Hanks,  some  of  whom  now  remain 
in  Adam'^.  ami  olhers  in  ^lac(ln  Co\iiitv, 
Illinois.  M  V  jialctna'  grandfather',  .AlTra- 
liam  Lincoln,  emigrated  fiom  Rockbi  idge 
Count\',  N'irgini.i,  to  Kentuck\'  in  17S1  or 
1782,  where,  a  \ear  or  two  Liter,  he  was 
killed  bv  Indians — not  in  ixittle,  lint  b\- 
Stealth,  wlu-n  he  was  laboring  to  oj)cii  a 
farm  in  the  forest.  His  ancestors,  who  were 
Quakers,  went  to  X'iiginia  from  Berks 
Cuuntv,  I'ennsN  l\'ania.      An  effoit   to   iden- 


tif}'  them  with  the  New  England  family  of 
the  same  name  ended  in  nothing  more  defi- 
nite than  a  similarity  of  Christian  naines  in 
both  families,  such  as  Enoch,  Levi,  Mor- 
decai,  Solomon,  Abraham  and  the  like. 
My  father,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
but  six  years  of  age,  and  he  grew  up,  liter- 
ally, without  education.  He  removed  from 
Kentucky  to  what  is  now  Spencer  County, 
Indiana,  in  my  eighth  year.  We  reached 
our  new  home  about  the  time  the  State  came 
into  the  Union.  It  was  a  wild  region,  with 
bears  and  other  wild  animals  stil'i  in  the 
woods.     There  I  grew  to  manhood. 

"  There  were  some  schools,  so  called,  but 
no  qualification  was  ever  required  of  a 
teacher  bevond  '  readin',  writin',  and  cipher- 
in'  to  the  rule  of  three.'  If  a  straggler,  sup- 
posed to  understand  Latin,  happened  to 
sojourn  in  the  neighborhood,  he  was  looked 
upon  as  a  wizard.  There  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  excite  ambition  for  education. 
01  course,  when  I  came  of  age  I  did  not 
know  much.  Still,  somehow,  1  could  read, 
write  and  cipher  to  the  rule  of  three,  and 
that  was  all.  I  have  not  been  to  school 
since.  The  little  aflvance  I  now  have  upon 
this  store  of  education  I  have  picked  up 
from  time  to  time  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity.    I  was  raised  to  farm-work,  which 
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powers,  his  fondness  for  argument,  his  in- 
exhaustible fund  of  humerous  anecdote,  as 
well  as  for  mock  oratory  and  the  composi- 
tion of  rude  satirical  verses.  In  1828  he 
made  a  trading  voyage  to  New  Orleans  as 
"  bow-hand "  on  a  flatboat ;  removed  to 
Illinois  in  1830;  helped  his  father  build  a 
log  house  and  clear  a  farm  on  the  north 
fork  of  Sangamon  River,  ten  miles  west  of 
Decatur,  and  was  for  some  time  employed 
in  splitting  rails  for  the  fences — a  fact  which 
was  prominently  brought  forward  for  3 
political  purpose  thirty  years  later. 

In  the  spring  of  185 1  he,  with  two  of  his 
relatives,  was  hired  to  build  a  flatboat  on 
the  Sangamon  River  and  navigate  it  to 
New  Orleans.  The  boat  "  stuck  "  on  a 
mill-dam,  and  was  got  off  with  great  labor 
through  an  ingenious  mechanical  device 
which  some  years  later  led  to  Lincoln's 
taking  out  a  patent  for  "an  improved 
method  for  lifting  vessels  over  shoals." 
This  voyage  was  memorable  for  another 
reason — the  sight  of  slaves  chained,  mal- 
treated and  flogged  at  New  Orleans  was 
the  origin  of  his  deep  convictions  upon  the 
slavery  question. 

Returning  from  this  voyage  he  became  a 
resident  for  several  years  at  New  Salem,  a 
recently  settled  village  on  the  Sangamon, 
where  he  was  successively  a  clerk,  grocer, 
surveyor  and  postmaster,  and  acted  as  pilot 
to  the  first  steamboat  that  ascended  the 
Sangamon.  Here  he  studied  law,  inter- 
ested himself  in  local  j^olitics  after  his 
return  from  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
became  known  as  an  effective  "stuiup 
speaker."  The  subject  of  his  first  political 
speech  was  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
of  the  Sangamon,  and  the  chief  ground  on 
which  he  announced  himself  (1832)  a  candi- 
date for  the  Legislature  was  his  advocacy 
of  this  popular  measure,  on  which  subject 
his  practical  experience  made  him  the  high- 
est authority. 

Elected  to  the  Legislature  in    1834  as  a 


I  continued  till  I  was  twenty-two.  At 
twenty-one  I  came  to  Illinois  and  passed 
the  first  year  in  Macon  County.  Then  I  got 
to  New  Salem,  at  that  time  in  Sangamon, 
now  in  Menard  Count}',  where  I  lemained 
a  year  as  a  sort  of  clerk  in  a  store. 

"  Then  came  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  I 
was  elected  a  Captain  of  volunteers — a  suc- 
cess which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  an\- 
I  have  had  since.  I  went  the  campaign, 
was  elated  ;  ran  for  the  Legislature  the 
same  year  (1832)  and  was  beaten,  the  only 
time  I  have  ever  been  beaten  by  the  people. 
The  next  and  three  succeeding  biennial 
elections  I  was  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
and  was  never  a  candidate  afterward. 

"  During  this  legislative  period  I  had 
studied  law,  and  removed  to  .Springfield  to 
practice  it.  In  1846  I  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress ;  was  not  a  can- 
didate for  re-election.  From  1849  to  1854, 
inclusive,  I  practiced  the  law  more  assid- 
uously than  ever  before.  Always  a  Whig 
m  politics,  and  generally  on  the  Whig  elec- 
toral tickets,  making  active  canvasses,  I  was 
losing  interest  in  politics,  when  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  roused  me 
again.  What  I  have  done  since  is  pretty 
well  known." 

The  early  residence  of  Lincoln  in  Indi- 
ana was  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  Ohio 
River,  on  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  one  and  a 
half  miles  east  of  Gentryville,  within  the 
present  township  of  Carter.  Here  his 
mother  died  October  5,  1818,  and  the  next 
year  his  father  married  Mrs.  Sally  (Bush) 
Johnston,  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  She 
was  an  affectionate  foster-parent,  to  whom 
Abraham  was  indebted  for  his  first  encour- 
agement to  study.  He  became  an  eager 
reader,  and  the  few  books  owned  in  the 
vicinity  were  many  times  perused.  He 
worked  frequently  for  the  neighbors  as  a 
farm  laborer;  was  for  some  time  clerk  in  a 
store  at  Gentryville;  and  became  famous 
throughout   that    region    for   his   athletic 
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"  Henrv  Clay  Whig,"  he  rapidlv  acquired 
that  command  of  language  and  that  homely 
but  forcible  rhetoric  which,  added  to  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  people  from 
which  he  sprang,  made  him  more  than  a 
match  in  debate  for  his  few  well-educated 
opponents. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1837  he  soon 
established  himself  at  Springfield,  where 
the  State  capital  was  located  in  1839, 
.argely  through  his  influence;  became  a 
successful  pleader  in  the  State,  Circuit  and 
District  Courts;  married  in  1842  a  lady  be- 
longing to  a  prominent  familv  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky;  took  an  active  part  in  the  Pres- 
idential campaigns  of  1840  and  1844  as 
candidate  for  elector  on  the  Harrison  and 
Clay  tickets,  and  in  1846  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
over  the  celebrated  Peter  Cartwright. 
During  his  single  term  in  Congress  he  did 
not  attain  any  [jromincnce. 

He  voted  for  the  reception  of  anti-slavery 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  for  the 
Wilmot  proviso;  but  was  chiefly  remem- 
bered for  the  stand  he  took  against  the 
Mexican  war.  For  several  years  there- 
after he  took  coinparativelv  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  gained  a  leading  position  at 
the  Springfield  bar.  Two  or  three  non- 
political  lectures  and  an  eulogy  on  Henry 
Clay  (1852J  added  nothing  to  his  reputation. 

In  1854  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  by  the  I-Cansas-Ncbraska  act 
aroused  Lincoln  from  his  indifference,  and 
in  attacking  that  measure  he  had  the  im- 
mense advantage  of  knowing  perfectly  well 
the  motives  and  the  record  of  its  author, 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  then  ]K)]ni- 
larly  designated  as  the  "  Little  Giant."  The 
latter  came  to  Sj^ringfield  in  October,  1S54, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  State  Fair,  to  vindi- 
cate his  policy  in  the  .Senate,  and  the  "  Anti- 
Nebraska"  Whigs,  remembering  that  Lin- 
coln had  often  measured   his  strength  witli 


Douglas  in  the  Illinois  Legislature  and  be- 
fore the  Springfield  Courts,  engaged  him 
to  improvise  a  reply.  This  speech,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  heard  it,  was  one  of 
the  greatest  efforts  of  Lincoln's  life ;  cer- 
tainly the  most  effective  in  his  whole  career. 
It  took  the  audience  by  storm,  and  from 
that  moment  it  was  felt  that  Douglas  had 
met  his  match.  Lincoln  was  accordingly 
selected  as  the  Anti-Nebraska  candidate  for 
the  United  States  Senate  in  place  of  General 
.Shields,  whose  term  expired  March  4,  1855, 
and  led  to  several  ballots;  but  Trumbull 
was  ultimately  chosen. 

The  second  conflict  on  the  soil  of  Kan- 
sas, which  Lincoln  had  predicted,  soon  be- 
gan. Tiie  result  was  the  disruption  of  the 
Whig  and  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party.  At  the  Bloomington  State  Conven- 
tion in  1856,  where  the  new  party  first 
assumed  form  in  Illinois,  Lincoln  made  an 
impressive  address,  in  which  for  the  first 
time  he  took  distinctive  ground  against 
slavery  in  itself. 

At  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  June  17,  after  the  nomi- 
nation of  Fremont,  Lincoln  was  put  for- 
ward by  the  Illinois  delegation  for  the 
Vice-Presidency,  and  received  on  the  first 
ballot  no  votes  against  259  for  William  L 
Dayton.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
canvass,  being  on  the  electoral  ticket. 

In  1858  Lincoln  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republican  State  Convention 
as  its  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate 
in  place  of  Douglas,  and  in  his  speech  of 
acceptance  used  the  celebrated  illustration 
of  a  "house  divided  against  itself"  on  the 
slavery  question,  wiiich  was,  perhaps,  the 
cause  of  his  defeat.  The  great  debate  car- 
ried on  at!  all  the  princijial  towns  of  Illinois 
between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  as  rival  Sena- 
torial candidates  resulted  at  the  time  in  the 
election  of  the  latter ;  but  being  widely  cir- 
culated as  a  campaign  document,  it  fixed 
the    attention    of    the    country    uiion     the 
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former,  as  the  clearest  and  most  convinc- 
ing exponent  of  Republican  doctrine. 

Early  in  1859  he  began  to  be  named  in 
Illinois  as  a  suitable  Republican  candidate 
for  the  Presidential  campaign  of  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  a  political  address  delivered 
at  the  Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 27,  i860,  followed  by  similar  speeches 
at  New  Haven,  Hartford  and  elsewhere  in 
New  England,  first  made  him  known  to  the 
Eastern  States  in  the  light  by  which  he  had 
long  been  regarded  at  home.  By  the  Re- 
publican State  Convention,  which  met  at 
Decatur,  Illinois,  May  9  and  10,  Lincoln 
was  unanimously  endorsed  for  the  Fresi- 
denc\'.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  two 
rails,  said  to  have  been  split  by  his  hands 
thirty  years  before,  were  brought  into  the 
convention,  and  the  incident  contributed 
much  to  his  popularity.  The  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  after 
spirited  efforts  made  in  favor  of  Seward, 
Chase  and  Bates,  nominated  Lincoln  for 
the  Fresidency,  with  Hannibal  Hamlin 
for  Vice-President,  at  the  same  time  adopt- 
ing a  vigorous  anti-slavery  platform. 

The  Democratic  party  having  been  dis- 
organized and  presenting  two  candidates, 
Douglas  and  Breckenridge,  and  the  rem- 
nant of  the  "American"  party  having  put 
forward  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  the  Re- 
publican victory  was  an  easy  one,  Lincoln 
being  elected  November  6  by  a  large  plu- 
rality, comprehending  nearly  all  the  North- 
ern States,  but  none  of  the  Southern,  The 
secession  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Gulf 
States  was  the  immediate  result,  followed 
a  few  months  later  by  that  of  the  border 
slave  States  and  the  outbreak  of  the  great 
civil  war. 

The  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  became 
thenceforth  merged  in  the  history  of  his 
country.  None  of  the  details  of  the  vast 
conflict  which  filled  the  remainder  of  Lin- 
coln's life  can  here  be  given.  Narrowly 
escaping  assassination    by   avoiding  Balti- 


more on  his  way  to  the  capital,  he  reached 
Washington  February  23,  and  was  inaugu- 
rated President  of  the  United  States  March 
4,  1861. 

In  his  inaugural  address  he  said:  "  I  hold, 
that  in  contemplation  of  universal  law  and 
the  Constitution  the  Union  of  these  States  is 
perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied  if  not  ex- 
pressed in  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  na- 
tional governments.  It  is  safe  to  assert 
that  no  government  proper  ever  had  a  pro- 
vision in  its  organic  law  for  its  own  termi- 
nation. I  therefore  consider  that  in  view 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  the  Union 
is  unbroken,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability 
I  shall  take  care,  as  the  Constitution  en- 
joins upon  me,  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  be  extended  in  all  the  States.  In 
doing  this  there  need  be  no  bloodshed  or  vio- 
lence, and  there  shall  be  none  unless  it  be 
forced  upon  the  national  authority.  The 
power  conferred  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold, 
occupy  and  possess  the  property  and  places 
belonging  to  the  Government,  and  to  col- 
lect the  duties  and  imports,  but  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  these  objects 
there  will  be  no  invasion,  no  using  of  force 
against  or  among  the  people  anywhere.  In 
your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-country- 
men, is  the  momentous  issue  of  civil  war. 
The  Government  will  not  assail  you.  You 
can  have  no  conflict  without  being  your- 
selves the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath 
registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  I  shall  have  the  most  sol- 
emn one  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend 
it." 

He  called  to  his  cabinet  his  principal 
rivals  for  the  Presidential  nomination  — 
Seward,  Chase,  Cameron  and  Bates;  se- 
cured the  co-operation  of  the  Union  Demo- 
crats, headed  by  Douglas;  called  out  75,000 
militia  from  the  several  States  upon  the  first 
tidings  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter, 
April  15;  proclaimed  a  blockade  of  the 
Southern   posts  April    19;  called  an  extra 
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session  of  Con-^ress  for  July  4,  from  whicli 
he  asked  and  obtained  400,000  men  and 
$400,000,000  for  the  war;  placed  McClcllan 
at  the  head  of  the  Federal  arinv  on  General 
Scott's  resignation,  October  31;  appointed 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  Secretary  of  War,  Jan- 
uary 14,  1862,  and  September  22,  1862, 
issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  free- 
dom of  all  slaves  in  the  States  and  parts  of 
States  then  in  rebellion  from  and  aftci- 
January  1,  1S63.  This  was  the  crowning 
act  of  Lincoln's  career — the  act  bv  which 
he  will  be  chiefly  known  through  all  future 
time — and  it  decided  the  war. 

October  16,  1S63,  President  Lincoln  called 
for  300,000  V(;lunteers  to  replace  those 
whose  term  of  enlistment  had  expired; 
made  a  celebrated  and  touching,  though 
brief,  address  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Gettysburg  military  cemetery,  November 
19,  1863;  commissioned  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Lieutenant-General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
March  9,  1864;  was  reelected  President  in 
November  ol  the  same  year,  by  a  large 
majority  over  General  McClellan,  with 
Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  as  Vice- 
President;  delivered  a  very  remarkable  ad- 
dress at  his  serond  inauguration,  March  4, 
1865;  visited  tile  army  before  Richinond  the 
same  month;  entered  the  capital  of  the  Con- 
federacy the  day  after  its  fall,  and  upon  the 
surrender  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee'c  arnu', 
April  9,  was  actively  engaged  in  devising 
generous  plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Union,  when,  on  the  evening  of  Good  Fri- 
day, April  14,  he  was  shot  in  his  box  at 
Ford's  Theatre,  Washington,  byj oh n Wilkes 
Booth,  a  fanatical  actor,  ;ni(l  e\])ire(l  e,'ul\- 
on  the  following  morning,  Ai)iil  15.  A\- 
most  siiuultaneousl\-  a  murderous  attack 
was  luade  upou  William  H.  Seward,  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

At  noon  on   the    15th   of   April   Andrew 


Johnson  assumed  the  Presidency,  and  active 
iTieasures  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Booth  and  the  execution  of  his 
principal  accomplices. 

The  funeral  of  President  Lincoln  was 
conducted  with  unexampled  solemnity  and 
magnificence.  Impressive  services  were 
held  in  Washington,  after  which  the  sad 
procession  [iroceeded  over  the  same  route 
he  had  tiaveled  four  years  before,  from 
.Springfield  to  Washington.  In  Philadel- 
phia his  liody  lav  in  state  in  Independence 
Hall,  in  which  he  had  declared  before  his 
first  inauguration  "that  1  would  sooner  be 
assassinated  than  to  give  up  the  principles 
ol  the  Declaration  of  Independence."  He 
was  buried  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  near 
Springheld,  Illinois,  on  May  4,  where  a 
monument  emblematic  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  and  the  restoration  ol  the 
Union  mark  his  resting  place. 

The  leaders  and  citizens  of  the  expiring 
Confederacy  expressed  genuine  indignation 
at  the  murder  of  a  generous  political  adver- 
sary. Foreign  nations  took  part  in  mourn- 
ing the  death  of  a  statesman  who  had  proved 
himself  a  true  representative  of  x-\merican 
nationality.  The  freedmen  of  the  South 
almost  worshiped  the  memory  of  their  de- 
liverer; and  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
great  Nation  he  had  saved  awarded  him  a 
place  in  its  affections,  second  only  to  that 
held  by  Washington. 

The  characteristics  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
have  been  faniiharl\'  known  llirougliout  the 
civilized  world.  I  lis  tall,  gaunt,  ungainly 
hgure,  homeh'  countenance,  and  his  shrewd 
mother-wit,  shown  m  his  celebrated  con- 
versations overflowing  in  humorous  and 
])ointed  anecdote,  coml)iiied  wilh  ;m  accu- 
i-.itc,  intuitive  appreciation  of  the  questions 
of  the  time,  are  recognized  as  forming  thi- 
best  type  ol  a  period  of  American  history 
now  rapidly  passing  away. 
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vS  NDREW  JOHNSON, 
the  seventeenth  Presi- 
dent of   the    li  n  i  t  e  d 
States,    1865-9,    \v  a  s 
born  at  Raleigh, 
-  ^^       North  Carolina,  De- 
s^     c  e  m  b  e  r  29,    1 808. 
His  father  died  when 
he  was  four  veais  old,   and   in 
his  eleventh  year   he    was   ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor.     He  nev- 
er  attended    school,    and    did 
not  learn  to  read   until  late  in 
his   apprenticeship,    when     he 
suddenly  acquired  a  passion  for 
obtaining  knowledge,  and  devoted 
all  his  spare  time  to  reading. 

After  working  two  years  as  a  journey- 
man tailor  at  Lauren's  Court-House,  South 
Carolina,  he  removed,  in  1S26,  to  Green- 
ville, Tennessee,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  and  married.  Under  his  wife's  in- 
structions he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
education,  and  manifested  such  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  local  politics  as  to  be 
elected  as  '•  workingmen's  candidate  "  al- 
derman, in  1828,  and  mayor  in  1830,  being 
twice  re-elected  to  each  office. 

During  this  period  he  cultivated  liis  tal- 
ents as  a  public  speaker  by  taking  part  in  a 


debating  societv,  consisting  largely  of  stu- 
dents of  Greenville  College.  In  1S35,  and 
again  in  1839,  ^^  ^^''^^  chosen  to  the  lower 
house  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  Democrat. 
In  1 841  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and 
in  1843,  Representative  in  Congress,  being 
re-elected  four  successive  j>eriods,  until 
1853,  when  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  supported  the 
administrations  of  Tyler  and  Polk  in  their 
chief  measures,  especiall}'  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  the  adjustment  of  the  Oregon 
boundary,  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  tariff 
of  1846. 

In  1855  Mr.  Johnson  was  reelected  Gov- 
ernor, and  in  1857  entered  the  United 
States  Senate,  where  he  was  conspicuous 
as  an  advocate  of  retrenchment  and  of  the 
Homestead  bill,  and  as  an  opponent  of  the 
Pacific  Railroad.  He  was  supported  by  the 
Tennessee  delegation  to  the  Democratic 
1  convention  in  i860  for  the  Presidential 
nomination,  and  lent  his  influence  to  the 
Breckenridge  wing  of  that  party. 

When  the  election  of  Lincoln  ^ad 
brought  about  the  first  attempt  at  secession 
in  December,  i860,  Johnson  took  in  the 
Senate  a  firm  attitude  for  the  Union,  and 
in  May,  1861,  on  returning  to  Tennessee, 
he  was  iu  imminent  peril  of  suffering  from 
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popular  violence  for  his  loyaltj-  to  the  "  old 
flag."  He  was  the  leader  of  the  Loyalists' 
convention  of  East  Tennessee,  and  during 
the  following  winter  was  very  active  in  or- 
ganizing relief  for  the  destitute  loyal  refu- 
gees from  that  region,  his  own  family  beiixg 
among  those  compelled  to  leave. 

By  his  course  in  this  crisis  Johnson  came 
jirominentlv  before  the  Northern  public, 
and  when  in  March.  1862,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln  military  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  with  tin'  rank  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, he  increased  in  po]iularit\-  bv  the  vig- 
orous and  successful  luanncr  in  v,-hich  he 
labored  to  restore  order,  protect  Lnion 
men  and  punish  marauders.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  t  he  Presidential  campaign  of  1 864, 
the  teriTiinati(Mi  of  the  war  being  plainly 
foreseen,  and  several  Southern  .States  being 
partially  reconstructed,  it  was  felt  that  the 
Vice-Presidency  should  be  given  to  a  South- 
ern man  of  consjiicuous  loyaltv,  and  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  was  elected  on  the  same 
platform  and  ticket  as  President  Lincoln; 
and  on  the  assassination  of  the  latter  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Presidency,  April  15.  1865. 
In  a  public  speech  two  davs  later  he  said: 
"The  American  peoi)le  nuist  be  taught,  if 
thev  d(-»  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a 
crime  and  nuist  be  punished;  th.it  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  always  bear  with  its  ene- 
mies; th;it  it  is  strong,  not  onl\-  to  jn'otect, 
but  to  ])unisli.  In  our  jie.'iceful  historv 
treason  has  ht;en  almo>t  unknown.  The 
people  nuist  understand  that  it  is  the  black- 
est of  crimes,  and  will  be  punished."  He 
then  added  the  ominous  sentence;  "  In  re- 
gard to  my  future  course,  I  make  no  prom- 
ises, no  pledges."  President  Johnson  re- 
tained the  cabinet  of  Lincoln,  and  exhibited 
Cf)nsiderable  severity  toward  traitors  in  his 
earlier  acts  and  speeches,  but  he  soon  inaug- 
urated a  policy  of  reconstruction,  proclaiiu- 
ing  a  general  amnesty  to  the  late  Confeder- 
ates, and  successively  establishing  provis- 
ional Governments  in  the  Southern  States. 


These  States  accordingly  claimed  represen- 
tation in  Congress  in  the  following  Decem- 
ber, and  the  momentous  question  of  what 
should  be  the  policv  of  the  victorious  Union 
toward  its  late  armed  opponents  was  forced 
upon  that  body. 

Two  considerations  iinpelled  the  Repub- 
lican majority  to  reject  the  policy  of  Presi. 
dent  Johnson:  First,  an  apprehension  that 
the  chief  magistrate  intended  to  undo  the  re- 
sults of  the  war  in  regard  to  slaverv;  and, sec- 
ond, the  suUeii  attitude  of  the  South,  which 
seemed  to  be  plotting  to  regain  the  policy 
which  arms  had  lost.  The  credentials  of  the 
.Southern  meiubers  elect  were  laid  on  the 
table,  a  civil  rights  bill  and  a  bill  extending 
the  sphere  of  the  Freedinen"s  Bureau  were 
passed  over  the  executive  veto,  and  the  two 
highest  branches  of  the  Government  were 
soon  in  open  antagonism.  The  action  of 
Congress  was  characterized  bv  the  Presi- 
dent as  a  '■  new  rebellion."  In  Julv  the 
cabinet  was  reconstructed,  Messrs.  Randall, 
Stanburv  and  Browning  taking  the  places 
of  Messrs.  Denison,  Speed  and  Harlan,  and 
an  unsuccessful  atteinpt  was  made  by 
means  of  a  general  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia to  form  a  new  party  on  the  basisof  the 
adiuinistration  policy. 

In  an  excursion  to  Chicago  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laving  a  corner-stone  of  the  monu- 
ment to  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  President 
Johnson,  accompanied  b\-  several  members 
of  the  cabinet,  passed  through  Philadelphia, 
New  ^'ork  and  Alban\-,  in  each  ol  w  hich 
cities,  and  in  other  places  along  the  route, 
he  made  speeches  justif\ing  and  exidaining 
his  own  policy,  and  violently  denouncing 
the  acticjii  of  Congress. 

August  12,  1867,  President  Johnson  re- 
luoved  the  Secretary  of  War,  replacing 
him  by  General  Grant.  Secretary  Stanton 
retired  under  protest,  based  upon  the  ten- 
ure-of-office  act  which  had  been  passed  the 
preceding  March.  The  President  then  is- 
sued a  ]iroclamation  declaring  the  insurrcc- 
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tion  at  an  end,  and  that  "  peace,  order,  tran- 
quility and  civil  authority  existed  in  and 
throughout  the  United  States."  Another 
proclamation  enjoined  obedience  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  an  amnesty 
was  published  September  7,  relieving  nearly 
all  the  participants  in  the  late  Rebellion 
from  the  disabilities  thereby  incurred,  on 
condition  of  taking  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws. 

In  December  Congress  refused  to  confirm 
the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  who 
thereupon  resumed  the  e.vercise  of  his  of- 
fice; but  February  21,  1868,  President 
Johnson  again  attempted  to  remove  him, 
appointing  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  in  his 
place.  Stanton  refused  to  vacate  his  post, 
and  was  sustained  by  the  Senate. 

February  24  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives voted  to  impeach  the  President  for 
"  high  crime  and  misdemeanors,"  and  March 
5  presented  eleven  articles  of  impeachment 
on  the  ground  of  his  resistance  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  acts  of  Congress,  alleging,  in 
addition  to  the  offense  lately  committed, 
his  public  expressions  of  contempt  for  Con- 
gress, in  "  certain  intemperate,  inflamma- 
tor}'  and  scandalous  harangues"  pronounced 
in  August  and  September,  1866,  and  there- 
after declaring  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  was  not  a 
competent  legislative  body,  and  denying 
its  power  to  propose  Constitutional  amend- 
ments. March  23  the  impeachment  trial 
began,  the  President  appearing  by  counsel, 
and  resulted  in  acquittal,  the   vote  lacking 


one  of  the  two-thirds  vote  required  for 
conviction. 

The  remainder  of  President  Johnson's 
term  of  office  was  passed  without  any  such 
conflicts  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 
He  failed  to  obtain  a  nomination  for  re- 
election by  the  Democratic  party,  though 
receiving  sixty-five  votes  on  the  first  ballot. 
July  4  and  December  25  new  proclamations 
of  pardon  to  the  participants  in  the  late 
Rebellion  were  issued,  but  were  of  little 
effect.  On  the  accession  of  General  Grant 
to  the  Presidency,  March  4,  1869,  Johnson 
returned  to  Greenville,  Tennessee.  Unsuc- 
cessful in  1870  and  1872  as  a  candidate  re- 
spectively for  United  States  Senator  and 
Representative,  he  was  finally  elected  to  the 
Senate  in  1 875,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  extra 
session  of  March,  in  which  his  speeches 
were  comparatively  temperate.  He  died 
July  31,  1875,  and  was  buried  at  Green- 
ville. 

President  Johnson's  administration  was  a 
peculiarly  unfortunate  one.  That  he  should 
so  soon  become  involved  in  bitter  feud  with 
the  Republican  mpjoritv  in  Congress  was 
certainly  a  surprising  and  deplorable  inci- 
dent; yet,  in  reviewing  the  circumstances 
after  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  is  easy  to 
find  ample  room  for  a  charitable  judgment 
of  both  the  parties  in  the  heated  contro- 
versy, since  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  any 
President,  even  Lincoln  himself,  had  he 
lived,  must  have  sacrificed  a  large  portion 
of  his  popularity  in  carrying  out  any  pos- 
sible scheme  of  reconstruction. 


96 


P/iliSIDE.\TS     OF     THE     IXITED     STATES. 


^;^^'LYSSES  SIM P.S( )N 
GRANT,  the  eight- 
eenth President  of  the 
United  States,  i869-'77, 
was  born  April  27,  1822, 
I  at   Point    Pleasant, 

'i^  Clermont  Countw 
Ohio.  Mis  father  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  a  dealer  in  leather. 
.\t  the  age  of  seventeen  he  en- 
tered the  Military  Acadeni\-  at 
West  Point,  and  four  years  later 
graduated  twentv-tirst  in  a  class 
thirty-nine,  receiving  the 
cfjnimissicjn  of  Brevet  Seccjnd 
Lieutenant.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  Fourth  Infantrv  and  re- 
mained in  the  army  eleven  3'ears.  Me  was 
engaged  in  every  battle  of  the  Mexican  war 
except  that  of  Buena  Vista,  and  received 
two  brevets  for  gallantrv. 

In  1848  Mr.  Grant  married  Julia, daughter 
of  Frederick  Dent,  a  jjrominent  merchant  of 
St.  Louis,  and  in  1854,  having  reached  the 
grade  (]|  Captain,  he  resigned  his  conunis- 
sion  in  the  ;iiin\'.  F'or  se\x"ral  years  he  fol- 
lowed farming  near  ,St.  Louis,  but  unsuc- 
cessfully; and  in  I  S60  he  entered  the  leather 
trade  with  his  fatiier  at  Galena,  Illinois. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  in  iSiu, 
Grant  was  thirty-nine  years  of  age,  but  en- 
tireU'  unknown  to  pnbhc   men  anil  without 


any  personal  actpiaintance  with  greataffairs. 
P'resideut  Lincoln's  first  call  ftjr  troops  was 
made  on  the  15th  of  April,  and  on  the  19th 
Grant  was  drilling  a  company  of  volunteers 
at  Galena.  He  also  offered  his  services  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  army,  but  re- 
ceived no  reply.  The  Governor  of  Illinois, 
however,  emi)loyed  him  in  the  organization 
of  \()lunteer  troo|)s,  and  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks  he  was  a])pointed  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-first  Infanti\-.  Me  took  command 
of  his  legiment  in  June,  and  reported  first 
to  General  Pope  in  Missouri.  His  superior 
knowledge  of  military  life  rather  surprised 
his  superior  officers,  who  had  never  before 
even  heard  of  him,  and  they  were  thus  led 
to  place  him  on  tiic  road  to  rapid  advance- 
ment. August  7  he  was  commissioned  a 
Brigadier-General  of  volunteers,  the  ap- 
pointment having  been  made  without  his 
knowledge.  He  had  been  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Congressmen  from 
Illinois,  iKJt  one  of  whom  had  been  his 
j)ersonal  acciuaintancc.  I""or  a  few  \veeks 
he  was  occupied  in  watching  th.e  move- 
ments of  j)ai"tisan  forces  in  Missouri. 

September  1  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  District  of  Southeast  Missouri,  with 
headquarters  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th,  with- 
out orders,  he  seized  Paducah,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  commanding 
the   navigation   bijth   of   that  stream  and  0/ 
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the  Ohio.  This  stroke  secured  Kentucky 
to  the  Union ;  for  the  State  Legislature, 
which  had  until  then  affected  to  be  neutral, 
at  once  declared  in  favor  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  November  following,  according 
to  orders,  he  made  a  demonstration  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Cairo,  preventing  the 
crossing  of  hostile  troops  into  Missouri ; 
but  in  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  he 
had  to  do  some  fighting,  and  that,  too,  with 
only  3,000  raw  recruits,  against  7,000  Con- 
federates. Grant  carried  off  two  pieces  of 
artillery  and  200  prisoners. 

After  repeated  applications  to  General 
Halleck,  his  immediate  superior,  he  was 
allowed,  in  February,  1862,  to  move  up  the 
Tennessee  River  against  Fort  Henry,  in 
conjunction  with  a  naval  force.  The  gun- 
boats silenced  the  fort,  and  Grant  immedi- 
ately made  preparations  to  attack  Fort 
Donelson,  about  twelve  miles  distant,  on 
the  Cumberland  River.  Without  waiting 
for  orders  he  moved  his  troops  there,  and 
with  15,000  men  began  the  siege.  The 
fort,  garrisoned  with  21,000  men,  was  a 
strong  one,  but  after  hard  fighting  on  three 
successive  days  Grant  forced  an  "  Uncon- 
ditional Surrender"  (an  alliteration  upon 
the  initials  of  his  name).  The  prize  he  capt- 
ured consisted  of  sixty-five  cannon,  17,600 
small  arms  and  14,623  soldiers.  About  4,- 
000  of  the  garrison  had  escaped  in  the  night, 
and  2,500  were  killed  or  wounded.  Grant's 
entire  loss  was  less  than  2,000.  This  was  the 
first  important  success  won  by  the  national 
troops  during  the  war,  and  its  strategic  re- 
sults were  marked,  as  the  entire  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  at  once  fell  into  the 
National  hands.  Our  hero  was  made  a 
Major-General  of  Volunteers  and  placed  in 
command  of  the  District  of  West  Ten- 
nessee. 

In  March,  1862,  he  was  ordered  to  move 
up  the  Tennessee  River  toward  Corinth, 
where  the  Confederates  were  concentrat- 
ing a  large  army  ;    but  he  was  directed  not 


to  attack.  His  forces,  now  numbering  38.- 
000,  were  accordingly  encamped  near  Shi- 
loh,  or  Pittsburg  Landing,  to  await  the 
arrival  of  General  Buell  with  40,000  more; 
but  April  6  the  Confederates  came  out  from 
Corinth  50,000  strong  and  attacked  Grant 
violently,  hoping  to  overwhelm  him  before 
Buell  could  arrive  ;  5,000  of  his  troops  were 
beyond  supporting  distance,  so  that  he  was 
largely  outnumbered  and  forced  back  to  the 
river,  where,  however,  he  held  out  until 
dark,  when  the  head  of  Buell's  column 
came  upon  the  field.  The  next  day  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back  to  Corinth, 
nineteen  miles.  The  loss  was  heavy  on 
both  sides ;  Grant,  being  senior  in  rank  to 
Buell,  commanded  on  both  days.  Two 
da3's  afterward  Halleck  arrived  at  the  front 
and  assumed  command  of  the  army.  Grant 
remaining  at  the  head  of  the  right  wing  and 
the  reserve.  On  May  30  Corinth  was 
evacuated  by  the  Confederates.  In  July 
Halleck  was  made  General-in-Chief,  and 
Grant  succeeded  him  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee.  September 
19  the  battle  of  luka  was  fought,  where, 
owing  to  Rosecrans's  fault,  only  an  incom- 
plete victory  was  obtained. 

Next,  Grant,  with  30,000  men,  moved 
down  into  Mississippi  and  threatened  Vicks- 
burg,  while  Sherman,  with  40,000  men,  was 
sent  by  way  of  the  river  to  attack  that  place 
in  front ;  but,  owing  to  Colonel  Murphy's 
surrendering  Holly  Springs  to  the  Con- 
federates, Grant  was  so  weakened  that  he 
had  to  retire  to  Corinth,  and  then  Sherman 
failed  to  sustain  his  intended  attack. 

In  January,  1863,  General  Grant  took 
command  in  person  of  all  the  troops  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and  spent  several  months 
in  fruitless  attempts  to  compel  the  surrender 
or  evacuation  of  Vicksburg;  but  July  4, 
following,  the  place  surrendered,  with  31,- 
600  men  and  172  cannon,  and  the  Mississippi 
River  thus  fell  permanently  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government.      Grant  was   made  a 
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Major-General  in  the  regular  armv,  and  in 
October  follouini^  lie  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  same  montii  he  went  to  Ciiattanooga 
and  saved  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
from  starvation,  and  drove  Bragg  from  that 
part  of  the  country.  Tiiis  victorv  over- 
threw the  last  important  hostile  force  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  and  opened  the  way  for 
the  National  armies  into  Georgia  and  Sher- 
man's marcii  to  the  sea. 

The  remarkable  series  of  successes  which 
Grant  had  now  achieved  pointed  him  out 
as  the  appropriate  leader  of  the  National 
armies,  and  accordinglv,  in  l-\-l)ruarv,  1S64, 
the  rankol  Lieutcnant-Gencral  was  created 
for  him  by  Congress,  and  on  .March  17  he 
assumed  command  of  tiie  armies  ol  the 
United  States.  F^lanning  the  grand  final 
campaign,  he  sent  Sherman  into  Georgia, 
Sigel  into  the  vallev  of  Virginia,  and  Butler 
to  capture  I-iichiiKmd,  while  he  f(jught  his 
own  way  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James. 
The  costly  but  victorious  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  and 
Cold  Harbor  were  fought,  more  (or  the 
purpose  of  annihilating  Lee  than  to  capture 
any  particular  [loint.  In  June,  1S64.  the 
siege  of  Richmond  was  begun.  Slierman, 
meanwhile,  was  marching  and  fighting  dailv 
in  Georgia  and  steadily  advancing  toward 
Atlanta;  but  Sigcl  had  been  defeated  in  the 
vallev  of  X'irginia.  and  was  suiierseded  bv 
Hunter.  Lee  sent  liarlf  to  threaten  the  Na- 
tional capital ;  whereupon  Grant  gathereil 
up  a  force  which  he  placed  under  Sheridan, 
and  that  commander  rapidlv  drove  Earlv, 
in  a  succession  of  battles,  through  the  valle\- 
of  \';rginia  and  destroyed  his  armv  as  an 
organi;^ed  force.  The  siege  of  Richmond 
went  on.  and  Grant  made  numerous  at  tacks, 
but  was  only  partially  successful.  The 
people  of  the  North  grew  impatient,  and 
even  the  Government  advised  him  to 
abandon  the  attempt  to  take  Richmond  or 
crush  the  Confedei-acv  in  that  wav  ;   but  he 


never  wavered.     He  resolved  to    •  fight  it 
out  on  that  line,  if  it  took  all  suminer." 

By  Septetnber  Sherman  had  made  his 
way  to  Atlanta,  and  Grant  then  sent  him 
on  his  famous  "  march  to  the  sea,"  a  route 
whicii  the  chief  had  designed  si.\  months 
be((jre.  He  made  Sherman's  success  possi- 
ble, not  onlv  b}'  holding  Lee  in  front  of 
Richmond,  but  also  by  sending  reinforce- 
ments to  Thomas,  who  then  drew  off  and 
defeated  the  only  army  which  could  have 
confronted  Sherman.  Thus  the  latter  was 
left  unopposed,  and,  with  Thoinas  and  Sheri- 
dan, was  used  in  the  furtherance  of  Grant's 
plans.  Each  e.KCCuted  his  part  in  the  great 
design  and  contributed  his  share  to  the  re- 
sult at  which  Grant  was  aiming.  Sherman 
finally  reached  Savannah,  Schofield  beat 
the  enemv  at  Franklin,  Thomas  at  Nash- 
ville, and  .Sheridan  wherever  he  met  him  ; 
and  all  this  while  General  Grant  was  hold- 
ing Lee,  with  the  principal  Confederate 
army,  near  Richmond,  as  it  were  chained 
and  helpless.  Then  Schofield  was  brought 
from  the  West,  and  Fort  Fisher  and  Wil- 
mington were  cai)lured  on  the  sea-coast,  so 
as  to  afford  him  a  foothold  ;  from  here  he 
was  sent  into  the  interior  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Sherman  was  ordered  to  move 
northward  to  )(jin  him.  When  all  this  was 
effected,  and  Sheridan  coukl  find  no  one  else 
to  fight  in  the  Shenandoah  Vallev.  Grant 
brought  the  cavalrv  leader  to  the  front  of 
Richmond,  and,  making  a  last  effort,  drove 
Lee  from  his  entrenchments  and  captured 
Richmond. 

.\t  the  beginning  of  the  final  campaign 
Lee  had  collected  73,000  fighting  men  in 
tiie  lines  at  Richmond,  besides  the  local 
militia  and  the  gunboat  crews,  amounting 
to  5,000  more.  Including  .Sheridan's  force 
(jraiit  had  1 10,000  men  in  the  works  before 
F'etersburg  and  Richmond.  Petersbuig  fell 
on  the  2d  of  April,  and  Richmond  on  the 
y\,  and  Lee  fled  in  the  direction  of  Lynch- 
bui-g.      tirant    pursued    with    remorseless 


l/LJ'SSES    S.    (iRAXT. 


energy,  only  stopping  to  strike  fresh  blows, 
and  Lee  at  last  found  himself  not  only  out- 
fought but  also  out-marched  and  out-gen- 
eraled.  Being  completely  surrounded,  he 
surrendered  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  at 
Appomattox  Court-House,  in  the  open  field, 
with  27,000  men,  all  that  remained  of  his 
army.  This  act  virtually  ended  the  war. 
Thus,  in  ten  days  Grant  had  captured 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  fought,  by  his 
subordinates,  the  battles  of  Five  Forks  and 
Sailor's  Creek,  besides  numerous  smaller 
ones,  captured  20,000  men  in  actual  battle, 
and  received  the  surrender  of  27,000  more 
at  Appomattox,  absolutely  annihilating  an 
army  of  70,000  soldiers. 

General  Grant  returned  at  once  to  Wash- 
ington to  superintend  the  disbandment  of 
the  armies,  but  this  pleasurable  work  was 
scarcely  begun  when  President  Lincoln  was 
assassinated.  It  had  doubtless  been  in- 
tended to  inflict  the  same  fate  upon  Grant ; 
but  he,  fortunately,  on  account  of  leaving 
Washington  early  in  the  evening,  declined 
an  invitation  to  accompany  the  President 
to  the  theater  where  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted. This  event  made  Andrew  Johnson 
President,  but  left  Grant  by  far  the  most 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  public  life  of  the 
country.  He  became  the  object  of  an  en- 
thusiasm greater  than  had  ever  been  known 
in  America.  Every  possible  honor  was 
heaped  upon  him  ;  the  grade  of  General 
was  created  for  him  by  Congress ;  houses 
were  presented  to  him  by  citizens;  towns 
were  illuminated  on  his  entrance  into  them  ; 
and,  to  cap  the  climax,  when  he  made  his 
tour  around  the  world,  "all  nations  did  him 
honor"  as  the}-  had  never  before  honored 
a  foreigner. 

The  General,  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
was  placed  in  an  embarrassing  position  by 
the  opposition  of  President  Johnson  to  the 
measures  of  Congress ;  but  he  directly  man- 
ifested his  characteristic  loyaltv  by  obeying 
Congress  rather  than  the  disaffected  Presi- 


dent, although  for  a  short  time  he  had 
served  in  his  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  War. 

Of  course,  everybody  thought  of  General 
Grant  as  the  next  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  was  accordingly  elected  as 
such  in  1868  "  by  a  large  majority,"  and 
four  years  later  re-elected  by  a  much  larger 
majorit}'  —  the  most  overwhelming  ever 
given  by  the  people  of  this  country.  His  first 
administration  was  distinguished  by  a  ces- 
sation of  the  strifes  which  sprang  from  the 
war,  by  a  large  reduction  of  the  National 
debt,  and  by  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties 
with  England  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
depredations  committed  by  privateers  fit- 
ted out  in  England  during  the  war.  This 
last  settlement  was  made  by  the  famous 
"  Geneva  arbitration,"  which  saved  to  this 
Government  $15,000,000,  but,  more  than  all, 
prevented  a  war  with  England.  "  Let  us 
have  peace,"  was  Grant's  motto.  And  this 
is  the  most  appropriate  place  to  remark 
that  above  all  Presidents  whom  this  Gov- 
ernment has  ever  had,  General  Grant  was 
the  most  non-partisan.  He  regarded  the 
Executive  office  as  purely  and  exclusively 
executive  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  irrespect- 
ive of  "politics."  But  every  great  man 
has  jealous,  bitter  enemies,  a  fact  Grant 
was  well   aware  of. 

After  the  close  of  his  Presidenc}',  our 
General  made  his  famous  tour  around  the 
world,  already  referred  to,  and  soon  after- 
ward, in  company  with  Ferdinand  Ward, 
of  New  York  City,  he  engaged  in  banking 
and  stock  brokerage,  which  business  was 
made  disastrous  to  Grant,  as  well  as  to  him- 
self, by  his  rascality.  By  this  time  an  in- 
curable cancer  of  the  tongue  developed 
itself  in  the  person  of  the  afflicted  ex- 
President,  which  ended  his  unrequited  life 
July  23,  1885.  Thus  passed  away  from 
earth's  turmoils  the  man,  the  General,  who 
was  as  truly  the  "  father  of  this  regenerated 
country"  as  was  Washington  the  father  of 
the  infant  nation. 
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'^v  UTHERFORD  BIRCH- 
ARD  HAYES,  thciiinc- 
•  teentb  President  of 
the  United  States. 
iS/J-'Si,  was  born  in 
,^  Delaware,  Oliio,  ()c- 
^-^  tobcr  4.  1 822.  His 
ancestry  can  be  traced  as  far 
back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottisli 
cliieftains  fighting  side  by  side 
with  Bahol,  William  Wallace 
and  Robert  Bruce.  Both  fami- 
lies belonged  to  the  nobility, 
owned  extensive  estates  and  had 
a  large  following.  The  Hayes 
family  had,  for  a  coat  of-arms,  a 
shield,  barred  and  surmounted  by  a  flying 
eagle.  There  was  a  circle  of  stars  about 
the  eagle  and  above  the  shield,  while  on  a 
scroll  underneath  the  shield  was  inscribed 
themoito,  "  Rccte."  Misfortune  overtaking 
the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland  in 
16S0,  and  settled  in  Winflsor,  Connecticut. 
He  was  an  industrious  worki;r  in  wood  and 
iron,  having  a  mechanical  genius  and  a  cul- 
tivated mind.  His  son  George  was  liorn 
in  Windsor  and  remained  there  during  iiis 
life. 

Daniel  Ha\-es,  son  of  the   latter,   m.arried 
Sarah  Lee,  and    lived    in    .Simsbury,    Con- 


necticut. Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
in  1724,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  scythes 
at  Bradford,  Connecticut.  Rutherford 
Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of 
President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  famous  black- 
smith and  tavern-keeper.  He  immigrated  to 
\'ermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in 
Brattleboro  where  he  established  a  hotel. 
Here  his  son  Rutherford,  father  of  Presi- 
dent Hayes,  was  born.  In  September,  1813, 
he  married  Sophia  Birchard,  of  Wilming- 
ton, Vermont,  wdiose  ancestry  on  the  male 
side  is  traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birch- 
ard, one  of  the  principal  founders  of  Nor- 
wich. Both  of  her  grandfathers  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  father  of  President  Ha\-es  was  of  a 
mechanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  an\'thing  that 
he  might  undertake.  He  was  prosperous 
in  business,  a  member  of  the  church  and 
active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  town.  After  the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2 
he  immigrated  to  (^hio,  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  present  town  of  Delaware. 
His  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  an  orphan  girl  whom  he 
had  adopted. 

It  was  in  1817  that  the  familv  arrived  at 
Delaware.     Instead    of    settling   u])on   his 
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farm,  Mr.  Hayes  cmicluded  to  enter  into 
business  in  the  village.  He  purchased  an 
interest  in  a  distillery,  a  business  then  as  re- 
spectable as  it  was  profitable.  His  capital 
and  recognized  ability  assured  him  the 
highest  social  position  in  the  communit3\ 
He  died  July  22,  1822,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  that  was 
destined  to  fill  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble 
at  birth  that  he  was  not  expected  to  live 
beyond  a  month  or  two  at  most.  As  the 
months  went  b}'  he  grew  weaker  and  weaker 
so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of 
inquiring  from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs. 
Hayes's  baby  died  last  night."  On  one  oc- 
casion a  neighbor,  who  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  famih  ,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head  and  the  mother's  assiduous 
care  of  him,  said  to  her,  in  a  bantering  way, 
"That's  right!  Stick  to  him.  You  have 
got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't  won- 
der if  he  would  really  come  to  something 
yet."  "  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs. 
Hayes,  "  you  wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell 
but  I  shall  make  him  President  of  the 
Ignited  States  yet." 

The  boy  lived,  in  spite  of  the  universal 
predictions  of  his  speedy  death;  and  when, 
in  1825,  his  elder  brother  was  drowned,  he 
became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his  mother. 
He  was  seven  years  old  before  he  was 
placed  in  school.  His  education,  however, 
was  not  neglected.  His  sports  were  almost 
wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circum- 
stances tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that 
gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  delicate 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others 
which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 
At  school  he  was  ardently  devoted  to  his 
studies,  obedient  to  the  teacher,  and  care- 
ful to  avoid  the  quarrels  in  which  many  of 
his   schoolmates    were  involved.     He  was 


always  waiting  at  the  school-house  door 
when  it  opened  in  the  morning,  and  never 
late  in  returning  to  his  seat  at  recess.  His 
sister  Fannie  was  his  constant  companion, 
and  their  affection  for  each  other  excited 
the  admiration  of  their  friends. 

In  1838  young  Hayes  entered  Kenyon 
College  and  graduated  in  1842.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  Sparrow  at  Columbus.  His  health 
was  now  well  established,  his  figure  robust, 
his  mind  vigorous  and  alert.  In  a  short 
time  he  determined  to  enter  the  law  school 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where  for 
two  3'ears  he  pursued  his  studies  with  great 
diligence. 

In  1845  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  went 
into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law  with 
Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he 
remained  three  years,  acquiring  but  limited 
practice,  and  apparently  unainbitious  o( 
distinction  in  his  profession.  His  bachelor 
uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  who  had  always 
manifested  great  interest  in  his  nephew  and 
rendered  him  assistance  in  boyhood,  was 
now  a  wealthy  banker,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  young  man  would  be  his 
heir.  It  is  possible  that  this  expectation 
may  have  made  Mr.  Hayes  more  indifferent 
to  the  attainment  of  wealth  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  been,  but  he  was  led  into  no 
extravagance  or  vices  on  this  account. 

In  1849  l^s  removed  to  Cincinnati  where 
his  ambition  found  new  stimulus.  Two 
events  occurring  at  this  period  had  a  pow- 
erful influence  upon  his  subsequent  life. 
One  of  them  was  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Webb,  of  Cincinnati;  the  other  was  his 
introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literarv 
Club,  a  body  embracing  such  men  as  Chief 
Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  General  John 
Pope  and  Governor  Edward  F.  Noj'es. 
The  marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  as  every- 
body knows.     Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
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our  Presidciils  -.vas  more  iiniversallv  ad- 
mired, reverenced  and  beloved  than  is  Mrs. 
Hayes,  and  no  one  has  done  more  than  she 
to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. 

Ill  iS;6  Mr.  Hayes  was  nominated  to  the 
office  (jf  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  but  declined  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion. Two  years  later  he  was  chosen  to  the 
office  of  City  Solicitc^r. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rehellion  broke  out, 
he  was  eager  to  take  up  arms  in  the  defense 
of  his  country.  His  military  life  was 
bright  and  illustrious.  June  7,  1861,  he 
was  appointed  Major  of  the  Twenty-third 
Oliio  Infantry.  In  July  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Virginia.  October  15,  1861,  he  was 
made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  in  August,  1862,  was  promoted  Colonel 
of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but 
refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain, 
and  suffered  severelv,  being  unable  to  enter 
upon  active  duty  for  several  weeks.  No- 
vember 30,  1862,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  as 
its  Colonel,  having  been  promoted  Octo- 
ber 15. 

December  25.  1862,  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Kanawha  division,  and  for 
meritorious  service  in  several  battles  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also 
brevetted  Major-General  for  distinguished 


services  in  1864.  He  was  wounded  lout 
times,  and  five  horses  were  shot  from 
under  him. 

Mr.  Ha\'es  was  first  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  unite  with  the 
Free-Soil  and  Republican  parties.  In  1864 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Sec- 
ond Ohio  District,  which  had  always  been 
Democratic,  receiving  a  majority  of  3,098. 
In  1 866  he  was  renominated  for  Congress 
and  was  a  second  time  elected.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  Governor  over  Allen  G.  Thur- 
man,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  re- 
elected in  1869.  In  1874  Sardis  Birchard 
died,  leaving  his  large  estate  to  General 
I  laves. 

In  1S76  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency. His  letter  of  acceptance  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  country.  He 
resigned  the  ofifice  of  Governor  and  retired 
to  his  home  in  Fremont  to  await  the  result 
of  the  canvass.  After  a  hard,  long  contest 
he  was  inaugurated  March  5,  1877.  His 
Presidency  was  characterized  by  compro- 
mises with  all  parties,  in  order  to  please  as 
many  as  possible.  The  close  of  his  Presi- 
dential term  in  188 1  was  the  close  of  his 
public  life,  and  since  then  he  has  remained 
at  his  home  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  Jefferso- 
nian  retirement  from  public  notice,  in  strik- 
ing contrast  with  most  others  of  the  world's 
notables. 
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"  "aMES    a.     GARFIELD. 

twentieth  President  of 
the  United  States,  18S1, 
was  born  November  19, 
^  t^ ;  JMn;,  :  \.  1831,  in  the  wild  woods 
^^-U-.'-l^  ;_  .:■■  of  Cuyahoga  County, 
()hio.  His  parents  were 
Abram  and  Eliza  (Ballou) 
Garfield,  who  were  of  New 
England  ancestrv.  The 
senior  Garfield  was  an  in- 
''  dustrious  farmer,  as  the 
rapid  improvements  which 
appeared  on  his  place  at- 
tested. The  residence  was 
the  familiar  pioneer  log  cabin, 
and  the  household  comprised  the  parents 
and  their  children — Mehetable,  Thomas, 
Mar}'  and  James  A.  In  May,  1833,  the 
father  died,  and  the  care  (A  the  house- 
hold consequently  devolved  upon  young 
Thomas,  to  whom  James  was  greatly  in- 
debted for  the  educational  and  other  ad- 
vantages he  enjoyed.  He  now  lives  in 
Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

As  the  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  up,  he, 
too,  was  industrious,  both  in  mental  aad 
physical  labor.  He  worked  upon  the  farm, 
or  at  carpentering,  or  chopped  wood,  or  at 
any  other  odd  job  that  would  aid  in  support 
of  the  famil)',  and  in  the  meantime  made  the 


most  of  his  books.  Ever  afterward  he  was 
never  ashamed  of  his  humble  origin,  nor  for- 
got the  friends  of  his  3-outh.  The  poorest 
laborer  was  sure  of  his  svmpathy,  and  he 
always  exhibited  the  character  of  a  modest 
gentleman. 

Until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
James's  highest  ambition  was  to  be  a  lake 
captain.  To  this  his  mother  was  strongly 
opposed,  but  she  finally  consented  to  his 
going  to  Cleveland  to  carry  out  his  long- 
cherished  design,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  he  should  trv  to  obtain  some 
other  kind  of  emplovment.  He  walked  all 
the  wa)'  to  Cleveland,  and  this  was  his  first 
visit  to  the  cit\'.  After  making  man}'  ap- 
plications for  work,  including  labor  on 
board  a  lake  vessel,  but  all  in  vain,  he 
finallv  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin, 
Amos  Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal.  In  a  short  time,  however,  he 
quit  this  and  returned  home.  He  then  at- 
tended the  seminary  at  Chester  for  about 
three  years,  and  next  he  entered  Hiram  In- 
stitute, a  school  started  in  1850  by  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  of  which  church  he  was 
a  member.  In  order  to  [lav  his  wav  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  janitor,  and  at  times 
taught  school.  He  soon  completed  the  cur- 
riculum there,  and  then  entered  Williams 
College,  at  which  he  graduated  in  1856, 
taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  his  class. 
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Afterward  iic  rclunied  to  Hiram  as  Presi- 
dent. In  his  youtlifiil  and  therefore  zealous 
pietv,  he  exercised  his  talents  occasionallv 
as  a  preacher  of  tlie  Gospel.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  moral  and  religious  convic- 
tions, and  as  soon  as  he  began  to  look  into 
politics,  he  saw  innumerable  points  that 
could  be  improved.  He  also  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859. 
November  11,  1838,  Mr.  Garfield  married 
Miss  Lucrctia  Rudolph,  who  ever  after- 
ward (irovcd  a  worthy  conscjrt  in  all  the 
stages  of  her  husband's  career.  They  had 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

It  was  in  1859  that  Garfield  made  his 
first  political  speeches,  in  Hiram  and  the 
neighboring  villages,  and  three  years  later 
he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meetings, 
being  received  everywhere  with  popular 
favor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
this  year,  taking  his  seat  in  Januarv,  i860. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  in  1861,  Mr.  Garfield  resolved  to 
fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  accordingly  he 
enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag,  receiving 
his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Forty-second  Regiment  of  the  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  August  14,  that  year.  He 
was  immediately  thrown  into  active  service, 
and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in 
action  he  was  placed  in  command  of  four 
regiments  of  infantrv  and  eight  companies 
of  cavalry,  charged  with  the  work  of  driv- 
ing the  Confederates,  headed  by  Humphrey 
Marshall,  from  his  native  State,  Kentuckv. 
This  task  was  speedily  accomplished,  al- 
though against  great  odds.  On  account  of 
liis  success,  President  Lincoln  commissioned 
him  Brigadier-General,  January  11,  1862; 
and,  as  he  had  been  the  youngest  man  in 
the  Ohii)  Senate  two  vears  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  }  ouiigest  General  in  the  arm)'. 
He  was  with  General  Buell's  army  at  Shi- 
loh,  also  in  its  operations  around  Corinth 
and  its  march  through  Alabama.  Next,  he 
was   detailed  as  a  member  of  the  ireneral 


court-martial  for  the  trial  of  General  Fitz- 
John  Porter,  and  then  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Rosecians,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  the  position  of  Chief  of  Staff.  His  mili- 
tarj-  history  closed  with  his  brilliant  ser- 
vices at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won  the 
stars  of  Major-General. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  without  any  effort  on 
his  part,  he  was  elected  as  a  Representative 
to  Congress,  from  that  section  of  Ohio 
which  had  been  represented  for  sixty  years 
niainlv  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddmgs.  Again,  he  was  the 
youngest  member  of  that  body,  and  con- 
tinued there  by  successive  re-elections,  as 
Representative  or  Senator,  until  he  was 
elected  President  in  1880.  During  his  life 
in  Congress  he  compiled  and  published  by 
his  speeches,  there  and  elsewhere,  more 
information  on  the  issues  of  the  da}',  espe- 
cially on  one  side,  than  any  other  member. 

June  8,  1880,  at  the  National  Republican 
Convention  held  in  Chicago,  General  Gar- 
Held  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency,  in 
preference  to  the  old  war-horses,  Blaine 
and  Grant ;  and  although  many  of  the  Re- 
publican party  felt  sore  over  the  failure  of 
their  respective  heroes  to  obtain  the  nomi- 
nation, General  Garfield  was  elected  by  a 
fair  popular  majority.  He  was  duly  in- 
augurated, but  on  July  2  following,  before 
he  had  fairlv  got  started  in  his  administra- 
tion, he  was  fatally  shot  b}'  a  half-demented 
assassin.  After  verj-  painful  and  protracted 
suffering,  he  died  September  19,  1881,  la- 
mented by  all  the  American  peo|)le.  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  this  country  had 
anything  occurred  which  so  nearly  froze 
the  blood  of  the  Nation,  for  the  moment,  as 
the  awful  act  of  Guiteau,  the  murderer. 
He  was  duly  tried,  convicted  and  put  to 
death  on  the  gallows. 

The  lamented  Garfield  was  succeeded  by 
the  Vice-President,  General  Arthur,  who 
seemed  to  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  policy 
inaugurated  by  his  predecessor. 
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HESTER   ALLEN 
ARTHUR,  the  twen- 
t3'-first    Chief    Execu- 
tive   of  this   growing 
republic,    i88i-'5,  was 
born    in     F  r  a  n  1<  1  i  n 
C  o  u  n  t  y  ,    Vermont, 
)bcr  5,  1830,  the  eldest  of  a 
of   two    sons    and    five 
^hters.      His    father.    Rev. 
William  Arthur,  a  Baptist 
gyman,   immigrated    to  this 
itry  from    Count}'   Antrim, 

.id,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 

•^y  and  died  in  1875,  in  Newton- 
ville,  near  Albany,  New  York, 
after  serving  many  years  as  a  successful 
minister.  Chester  A.  was  educated  at  that 
old,  conservative  institution.  Union  Col- 
lege, at  Schenectady,  New  York,  where  he 
excelled  in  all  his  studies.  He  graduated 
there,  with  honor,  and  then  struck  out  in 
life  for  himself  by  teaching  school  for  about 
two  years  in  his  native  State. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young 
Arthur,  with  $500  in  his  purse,  went  to  the 
city  of  New  York  and  entered  the  law  ofihce 
of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver  as  a  student.  In 
due  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  intimate 


friend  and  old  room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gar- 
diner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing  law 
at  some  point  in  the  West ;  but  after  spend- 
ing about  three  months  in  the  Westen. 
States,  in  search  of  an  eligible  place,  they 
returned  to  New  York  City,  leased  a  room, 
exhibited  a  sign  of  their  business  and  al- 
most immediately  enjoyed  a  paying  patron- 
age. 

At  this  stage  of  his  career  Mr.  Arthur's 
business  prospects  were  so  encouraging 
that  he  concluded  to  take  a  wife,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  married  the  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  had  been  lost  at  sea.  To  the  widow 
of  the  latter  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal, 
in  recognition  of  the  Lieutenant's  bravery 
during  the  occasion  in  which  he  lost  his 
life.  Mrs.  Artnur  died  shortly  before  her 
husband's  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presi- 
dency, leaving  two  children. 

Mr.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  celeb- 
rity as  an  attorney  in  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  which  was  brought  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  eight  slaves,  who  had  been  declared 
free  by  the  Superior  Court  of  New  York 
City.  The  noted  Charles  O'Conor,  who 
was  nominated  by  the  "  Straight  Demo- 
crats" in  1872  for  the  United  States  Presi- 
dencv,  was  retained   bv  Jonathan  G.  Lcm- 
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mciTi  of  Virginia,  to  recover  the  negroes, 
but  he  lost  the  suit.  In  this  case,  however, 
Mr.  Arthur  was  assisted  by  William  M. 
Evarts,  now  United  States  Senator.  Soon 
afterward,  in  1856,  a  respectable  colored 
woman  was  ejected  from  a  street  car  in 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Arthur  sued  the  car 
company  in  her  behalf  and  recovered  S500 
damages.  Immediately  afterward  all  the 
car  companies  in  the  city  issued  orders  to 
their  employes  to  admit  colored  persons 
upon  their  cars. 

.Mr.  Arthur's  political  doctrines,  as  well 
as  his  practice  as  a  lawyer,  raised  him  to 
prominence  in  tlic  partv  of  freedom;  and 
accordingly  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  first  National  Republican  Convention. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  appointed  Judge 
Advocate  for  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  then  Engineer-in- 
Chief  on  Governor  .Morgan's  staff.  In  1S61, 
the  first  year  of  the  war,  he  was  made  In- 
spector-General, and  next,  Quartermaster- 
General,  in  both  which  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government.  Alter 
the  close  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  forming  first  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  subse- 
quently adding  Mr.  Phelps  to  the  firm. 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  were  able  law^-ers. 

November  21,  1872,  General  Arthur  was 
appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New 
York  by  President  Grant,  and  he  held  the 
oliice  until  July  20,  1878. 

The  next  event  of  prominence  in  General 
Arthur's  career  was  his  nomination  to  the 
'\'  icc-l^rcsidency  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  influence  of  Roscoe  Conkling,  at  the 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  Juni-,  iSSo,  when  James  A.  Gar- 
held  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  ticket. 
Both  the  convention  and  the  cam])aign  that 
followed  were  noisy  and  exciting.  The 
triends  of   Grant,  constitutintj  nearly   half 


the  convention,  were  exceedingly  persist- 
ent, and  were  sorely  disappomted  over 
their  defeat.  At  the  head  of  the  Demo- 
cratic  ticket  was  placed  a  very  strong  and 
popular  man  ;  yet  Garfield  and  Arthur  were 
elected  by  a  respectable  plurality  of  the 
popular  vote.  The  4th  of  iViarch  following, 
these  gentlemen  were  accordingly  inaugu- 
rated ;  but  within  four  months  the  assassin's 
bullet  made  a  fatal  wound  in  the  person  of 
General  Garheld,  whose  'ife  terminated 
September  19,  1881,  when  General  Arthur, 
ix  officio,  was  obliged  to  take  the  chief 
reins  of  government.  Some  misgivings 
were  entertained  by  man\-  in  this  event,  as 
Mr.  Arthur  was  thought  to  represent  espe 
cially  the  Grant  and  Conkling  wing  of  the 
Republican  party ;  but  President  Arthur 
had  both  the  ability  and  the  good  sense  to 
allay  all  fears,  and  he  gave  the  restless, 
critical  American  people  as  good  an  ad- 
ministration as  they  had  ever  been  blessed 
with.  Neither  selfishness  nor  low  parti- 
sanism  ever  characterized  any  feature  of 
his  public  service.  He  ever  maintained  a 
high  sense  of  every  individual  right  as  well 
as  of  the  Nation's  honor.  Indeed,  he  stood 
so  high  that  his  successor.  President  Cleve- 
land, though  of  opposing  politics,  expressed 
a  wish  in  his  inaugural  address  that  he 
could  only  satisfy  the  people  with  as  good 
an  administration. 

But  the  day  of  civil  service  reform  had 
come  in  so  far,  and  the  corresponding  re- 
action against  "  third-termism"  had  en- 
croached so  far  even  upon  "second-term" 
service,  that  the  Republican  party  saw  fit 
in  1884  to  nominate  another  man  for  Presi- 
dent. Only  by  this  means  was  General 
.Arthur's  tenure  of  office  closed  at  Wash- 
ington. ( >n  liis  retirement  from  the  Presi- 
dency, JMarcli.  l^^d,  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  New  York  City,  where  he 
died  NcvoniluT  Is,  lsst\ 
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ROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- 
second  President  of  the 
L'nited  States.  1885—, 
was  born  in  Caldwell, 
Essex  County,  New 
.  '^  J  e  r  s  e  3' ,  March  1 8, 
1837.  The  house  in  which  he 
was  born,  a  small  two-story 
wooden  building,  is  still  stand- 
ing. It  was  the  parsonage  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  his  father,  Richard 
Cleveland,  at  the  time  was 
pastor.  The  family  is  of  New 
England  origin,  and  for  two  centuries  has 
contributed  to  the  professions  and  to  busi- 
ness, men  who  have  reflected  honor  on  the 
name.  Aaron  Cleveland,  Grover  Cleve- 
land's great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  but  subsequently  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  became  an  intimate 
friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  at  whose 
house  he  died.  He  left  a  large  family  of 
children,  who  in  time  married  and  settled 
in  different  parts  of  New  England.  A 
grandson  was  one  of  the  small  American 
force  that  fought  the  British  at  Bunker 
Hill.  He  served  with  gallantry  through- 
out the  Revolution  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  its  close  as  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  army.  Another  grandson, 
William  Cleveland  ("a  son  of  a  second  Aaron 
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Cleveland,  who  was  distinguished  as  a 
writer  and  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Legislature)  was  Grover  Cleveland's  grand- 
father. William  Cleveland  became  a  silver- 
smith in  Norwich,  Connecticut.  He  ac- 
quired by  industry  some  property  and  sent 
his  son,  Richard  Cleveland,  the  father  of 
Grover  Cleveland,  to  Yale  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  1824.  During  a  year  spent 
in  teaching  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  after 
graduation,  he  met  and  fell  in  love  with  a 
Miss  Annie  Neale,  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
Baltimore  book  publisher,  of  Irish  birth. 
He  was  earning  his  own  way  in  the  world 
at  the  time  and  was  unable  to  marry;  but 
in  three  years  he  completed  a  course  of 
preparation  for  the  ministry,  secured  a 
church  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  and 
married  Annie  Neale.  Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  where  he 
preached  for  nearly  two  years,  when  he 
was  summoned  to  Caldwell,  New  Jersey, 
where  was  born  Grover  Cleveland. 

When  he  was  three  years  old  the  family 
moved  to  Fa3'etteville,  Onondaga  County, 
New  York.  Here  Grover  Cleveland  lived 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  the  rugged, 
healthful  life  of  a  country  boy.  His  frank, 
generous  manner  made  him  a  favorite 
among  his  companions,  and  their  respect 
was  won  by  the  good  qualities  in  the  germ 
which  his  manhood  developed.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  the  village  and 
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was  for  a  short  time  at  the  academy.  His 
lather,  however,  believed  that  bo)-s  should 
be  taught  to  labor  at  an  early  age,  and  be- 
fore he  had  completed  the  course  of  studv 
at  the  academy  he  began  to  work  in  the 
village  store  at  S50  for  the  first  year,  and  the 
promise  of  S 1 00  for  the  second  year.  His 
work  was  well  done  and  the  promised  in- 
crease of  pay  was  granted  the  second  year. 

Meanwhile  his  father  and  family  had 
moved  to  Clinton,  the  seat  of  Hamilton 
College,  where  his  father  acted  as  agent  to 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
preaching  in  the  churches  of  the  vicinity. 
Hither  Grover  came  at  his  father's  request 
shortly  after  the  beginning  f)f  his  second 
year  at  the  Fayetteville  store,  and  resumed 
his  studies  at  the  Clinton  Academy.  After 
three  years  spent  in  this  town,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Cleveland  was  called  to  the  vil- 
lage church  of  Holland  Patent.  He  had 
preaciied  here  onl\-  a  month  when  he  was 
suddenly  stricken  down  and  died  without 
an  hour's  warning.  The  death  of  the  father 
left  the  family  in  straitened  circumstances, 
as  Richard  Cleveland  had  spent  all  his 
salary  of  $1,000  per  year,  which  was  not 
required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  liv- 
ing, upon  the  education  of  his  children,  of 
whom  there  were  nine,  Grover  being  the 
fifth.  Grover  was  hoping  to  enter  Hamil- 
ton College,  but  the  death  of  his  father 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood.  For  the  first  3'ear  (i853-'4)  he 
acted  as  assistant  teacher  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
City,  of  which  the  late  Augustus  Schell  was 
for  many  years  the  patron.  In  the  winter 
of  1854  he  returned  to  Holland  Patent 
where  the  generous  i)eople  of  that  place, 
Fayetteville  and  Clinton,  had  purchased  a 
home  for  his  motiier,  and  in  the  following 
sf)ring,  borrowing  $25,  he  set  out  for  the 
West  to  earn  his  living. 

Reaching  Buffalo  he  paid  a  hasty  visit  to 
an    uncle,     Lewis  F.  Allen,  a    well-known 


stock  farmer,  living  at  Black  Rock,  a  lew- 
miles  distant.  He  communicated  his  plans 
to  Mr.  .iMlen,  who  discouraged  the  idea  of 
the  ^V'est,  and  finally  induced  the  enthusi- 
astic boy  of  seventeen  to  remain  with  him 
and  help  him  prepare  a  catalogue  of  blooded 
short-horn  cattle,  known  as  "  Allen's  Amer- 
ican Herd  Book,"  a  publication  familiar  to 
all  breeders  of  cattle.  In  August,  1855,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Rogers,  Bowen 
&  Rogers,  at  Buffalo,  and  after  serving  a 
few  months  without  pay,  was  paid  $4  a 
week — an  amount  barely  sufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  board  in  the 
family  of  a  fellow-student  in  Buffalo,  with 
whom  he  took  lodgings.  Life  at  this  time 
with  Grover  Cleveland  was  a  stern  battle 
with  the  world.  He  took  his  breakfast  by 
candle-light  with  the  drovers,  and  went  at 
once  to  the  office  where  the  wiiole  day  was 
spent  in  work  and  study.  Usually  lie  re- 
turned again  at  night  to  resume  reading 
which  had  been  interrupted  b}'  the  duties 
of  the  day.  Giadually  his  employers  came 
to  recognize  tlie  ability,  trustworthiness 
and  capacity  for  haid  work  in  their  young 
employe,  and  by  the  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  (^1859)  he  stood  high  in  their  con- 
fidence. A  year  later  he  was  made  confi- 
dential and  managing  clerk,  and  in  the 
course  of  three  years  moic  his  salary  had 
been  raised  to  $i,ooo.  In  1863  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie 
County  by  the  district  attorney,  the  Hon. 
C.  C.  Torrance. 

Since  his  first  vote  had  been  cast  in  1858 
he  had  been  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  until 
he  was  chosen  Governor  he  always  made 
it  his  duty,  rain  or  shine,  to  stand  at  the 
polls  and  give  out  ballots  to  Democratic 
voters.  During  the  first  year  of  his  term 
as  assistant  district  attorney,  the  Democrats 
desired  especially  to  carry  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors. The  old  Second  Ward  in  which 
he  lived  was  Republican-  ordinarily  by  250 
majority,  but  at  the  urgent  request   of  the 
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party  Grover  Cleveland  consented  to  be 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Supervisor, 
and  came  within  thirteen  votes  of  an  elec- 
tion. The  three  years  spent  in  the  district 
attorney's  otihce  were  devoted  to  assiduous 
labor  and  the  extension  of  his  professional 
attainments.  He  then  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  the  late  Isaac  V.  Vanderpoel, 
ex-State  Treasurer,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Vanderpoel  cSc  Cleveland.  Here  the  bulk 
of  the  work  devolved  on  Cleveland's  shoul- 
ders, and  he  soon  won  a  good  standing  at 
the  bar  of  Erie  County.  In  1869  Mr. 
Cleveland  formed  a  partnership  with  ex- 
Senator  A.  P.  Laning  and  ex-Assistant 
United  States  District  Attorney  Oscar  Fol- 
som,  under  the  firm  name  of  Laning,  Cleve- 
land &  Folsom.  During  these  years  he 
began  to  earn  a  moderate  professional  in- 
come; but  the  larger  portion  of  it  was  sent 
to  his  mother  and  sisters  at  Holland  Patent 
to  whose  support  he  had  contributed  ever 
since  i860.  He  served  as  sheriff  of  Erie 
County,  i870-'4,  and  then  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  associating  himself  with  the 
Hon.  Lvman  K.  Bass  and  Wilson  S.  Bissell. 


The  firm  was  strong  and  popular,  and  soon 
commanded  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
Ill  health  forced  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bass 
in  1879,  and  the  firm  became  Cleveland  & 
Bissell.  In  1881  Mr.  George  J.  Sicard  was 
added  to  the  firm. 

In  the  autumn  election  of  1881  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  a  majority  of 
over  3,500 — the  largest  majority  ever  given 
a  candidate  for  mayor^and  the  Democratic 
city  ticket  was  successful,  although  the 
Republicans  carried  Buffalo  by  over  1,000 
majority  for  their  State  ticket.  Grover 
Cleveland's  administration  as  mayor  fully 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  bv 
the  people  of  Buffalo,  evidenced  by  the 
great  vote  he  received. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  met 
at  Syracuse,  September  22,  1882,  and  nomi- 
nated  Grover  Cleveland  for  Governor 
on  the  third  ballot  and  Cleveland  was 
elected  by  192,000  majority-  In  the  fall  of 
1884  he  was  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  about  1,000  popular  majority, 
in  New  York  State,  and  he  was  accordingly 
inaugurated  the  4th  of  March  following. 
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Benjamin  iiarriso:\, 

the  twenty-third  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States. 
1889,  was  born  at  North 
Bend,  Hamilton  County, 
Oliio,  in  the  house  of  his 
grandfiitlier,  AVilliain  Hen- 
ry Harrison  (who  was  the 
nintli  J'resident  of  this 
country),  August  20th, 
1833.  He  is  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  historical 
families  of  this  counti-y,  as 
also  of  England.  The 
head  of  the  family  was  a 
Major-*  ieneral  Harrison 
wlio  was  (levoteil  to  the  cause  of  Oliver 
C'roinwell.  \i  hecaine  the  (luty  of  this  Har- 
rison to  participate  in  the  trial  of  Charles  1. 
and  afterward  to  ^ij^n  tlie  death  warrant  of 
the  king,  which  suljsefjuently  cost  him  Lis 
life.  His  enemies  succeeding  to  power,  lie 
was  condemned  and  executed  October  13th, 
1()()0.  His  descendants  came  to  America, 
and  the  first  mention  made  in  history  of  the 
Harrison  family  as  rejiresentative  in  public 
affairs,  is  that  of  lionjamin  Harrison,  great- 
grandfather of  our  present  President,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
1774— 5-fi,  and  one  of  tlie  original  signers  of 


the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  three 
times  Governor  of  Virginia.  His  son,  Will- 
iam Henry  Harrison,  maile  a  brilliant  mili- 
tary record,  was  Governor  of  the  Northwest 
Territory,  and  the  ninth  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  at  an  early  age 
became  a  student  at  Farmers  College,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  entered  i^liami  University,  at  Ox- 
ford, Ohio.  U])on  graduation  from  said  seat 
of  learning  he  entered,  as  a  student,  the  of- 
fice of  Stover  ik,  (Tvvyne,  a  notable  law  firm  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  applied  himself 
closely  to  the  study  of  his  chosen  ])rofession, 
and  here  laid  the  foundation  for  the  honora- 
ble and  famous  career  before  him.  He  spent 
two  years  with  the  firm  in  Cincinnati,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  lie  received  the 
only  inheritance  of  his  life,  which  was  a  lot 
left  him  by  an  aunt,  which  he  sold  for  S800. 
This  sum  he  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  iiim 
in  marrying  the  lady  of  his  choice,  and  to 
whom  ho  was  then  engaged,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Scott,  then  Principal  of  a  female  school 
at  Oxford,  Ohio. 

After  marriage  he  located  at  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  law. 
fleeting  with  slight  encouragement  he  made 
but  little  the  first    year,  but   applied    himself 
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closely  to  his  business,  and  by  perseverance, 
honorable  dealing  and  an  upright  life,  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  an  extensive  practice  and 
took  a  leading  position  in  the  legal  profession. 

In  1S60  he  was  nominated  for  the  position 
of  Supreme  Court  Reporter  for  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  then  began  his  experience  as  a 
stump  speaker.  He  canvassed  the  State 
thoroughly  and  was  elected. 

In  1802  his  patriotism  caused  him  to 
abandon  a  civil  office  and  to  offer  his  country 
his  services  in  a  military  capacity.  He  or- 
ganized the  Seventieth  Indiana  Infantry  and 
was  chosen  its  Colonel.  Although  his  regi- 
ment was  composed  of  raw  material,  and  he 
practically  void  of  military  schooling,  he  at 
once  mastered  military  tactics  and  drilled  his 
men,  so  that  when  he  with  his  regiment  was 
assigned  to  Gen.  Sherman's  command  it  was 
known  as  one  of  the  best  drilleii  organ- 
izations of  the  army.  He  was  especially 
distinguished  for  bravery  at  the  liattles  of 
Resacca  and  Peach  Tree  Creek.  For  his 
bravery  and  efficiency  at  the  last  named  bat- 
tle he  was  made  a  Brigadier-General,  Gen- 
eral Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

While  General  Harrison  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  field  the  Supreme  Court  declared 
the  office  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter  vacant, 
and  another  person  was  elected  to  fill  the 
position.  From  the  time  of  leaving  Indiana 
with  liis  regiment  for  the  front,  until  the  fall 
of  1804,  (xeneral  Harrison  had  taken  no  leave 
of  absence.  But  having  been  nominated 
that  year  for  the  same  office  that  he  vacated 
in  order  to  serve  liis  country  where  he  could 
do  the  greatest  good,  he  got  a  thirty-day  leave 
of  absence,  and  during  that  time  canvassed 
the  State  and  was  elected  for  another  term  as 
Supreme  Court  Reporter.  He  then  started 
to  rejoin  liis  command,  then  with  General 
Sherman  in  the  South,  but  was  stricken  down 


with  fever  and  after  a  very  trying  siege,  made 
his  way  to  the  front,  and  participated  in  the 
closing  scenes  and  incidents  of  tlie  war. 

In  1868  General  Harrison  declined  a  re- 
election as  Reporter,  and  aj^plied  himself  \.o 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  Governor  of  Indiana  on  tlie 
Republican  ticket  in  1876.  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  brought  him 
to  public  notice  and  gave  him  a  National 
reputation  as  an  able  and  formidable  debater 
and  he  was  much  sought  in  the  Eastern 
States  as  a  public  speaker.  He  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  Presidential  campaign  of 
1880,  and  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  where  he  served  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  strongest  debaters,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  and  best  law- 
yers. When  his  term  expired  in  the  Senate 
he  resumed  his  law  practice  at  Indianapolis, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  str(mgest 
law  firms  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Sometime  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1888,  the  two  great 
political  parties  (Republican  and  Democratic) 
drew  the  line  of  political  battle  on  the  ques- 
tion of  tariflf,  which  became  the  leading  issue 
and  the  i-allyirg  watchword  during  the  mem- 
orable camjv.^^-n.  The  Republicans  appealed 
to  the  people  for  their  voice  as  to  a  tarifi"  to 
protect  home  industries,  while  the  Democrats 
wanted  a  tariff  for  revenue  only.  The  Re- 
publican convention  assembled  in  Chicago  in 
June  and  selected  Mr.  Ilai-rison  as  their 
standard  bearer  on  a  platform  of  ]  rinciples, 
among  other  important  clauses  being  that  of 
protection,  which  he  cordially  indorsed  in 
accepting  the  nomination.  November  0, 
1888,  after  a  heated  canvass.  General  Harri- 
son was  elected,  defeating  Grover  Cleveland, 
who  was  again  the  nominee  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  inaugurated  and  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  his  office  Marcli  4, 1889. 
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La    Crosse,    Trempealeau, 


Buffalo    Counties. 


fW.  LOSEY,  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Losey  ifc  Woodward,  was  born  in 
*  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania,  December 
30,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  T.  and 
Lucy  M.  (Walton)  Losey.  He  received  his 
literary  education  in  tiie  common  schools  of 
Plonesdale,  the  Honesdale  Academy,  and  at 
Amherst  College,  where  he  was  a  student  in 
1854  and  1855.  In  May,  1856,  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  and  stndied  law  in  the  office  of 
Denison  &  Lyndes;  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  October,  1857,  and  at  the  election 
of  the  November  following  he  was  chosen 
District  Attorney;  he  was  re-elected  in  1859, 
and  in  1860  he  was  elected  City  Attorney  of 
La  Crosse.  Upon  the  dissolntion  of  the  firm 
of  Denison  &  Lyndes,  Mr.  Losey  became 
the  j  unior  partner,  the  relationship  continuing 
until  1861,  when  the  law  firm  of  Cameron 
&  Losey  was  established.  They  conducted 
a  successful  business  until  1889,  when  Mr. 
Cameron  withdrew,  and  the  present  firm  of 
Losey  &  Woodward  was  formed. 

Mr.  Losey  has  beeu  very  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  La  Crosse,  and  is  a 
citizen  in  whom  rests  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  community.     An    able    lawyer,    pcjs- 


sessiug  the  rare  gift  of  eloquence  and  persua- 
sive power,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  soon 
came  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  powerful  ally, 
as  well  as  a  dangerous  opponent.  He  has 
been  loyal  to  every  interest  of  La  Crosse, 
and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  home  industry. 
It  was  througli  his  exertions  that  the  city 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  beautiful 
cemetery  which  furnishes  a  resting- p!ace  tor 
the  remains  of  the  deceased.  lie  has  been 
active  in  the  establishment  of  tlie  water 
facilities  and  the  various  lighting  processes 
already  in  operation.  He  served  twelve 
years  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  where  he 
was  a  valuable  and  honored  counselor.  He 
owns  a  fine  legal  library,  and  has  never  lost 
the  '-student  attitude."  He  was  married  in 
La  Crosse  in  1859,  to  Miss  Florence  T.  Leh- 
man, a  native  of  Germany.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  this  nnion:  ]\Iary,  the  wife  of 
S.  F.  Easton;  Fannie,  Josephine  and  Joseph 
Walton.     Two  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Losey  is  general  attorney  of  the  Chi- 
cago,  Burlington  &  Northern  Railroad,  and 
was  formerly  the  general  attorney  for  the 
Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  until  it  was 
bought   by   the  Chicago,    Milwaukee    tt    St. 
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Pii^il  Railroad.  He  lias  lieen  lucal  attorney 
for  the  latter  road  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
Politically  lie  affiliates  with  tlie  Hemocratic 
party. 

tOMlNICK  MADEE,  brick  manufact- 
urer. La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  —Mr.  ^lader 
is  another  of  the  many  prominent  citi- 
zens of  foreign  birtli  now  residing  in  tiie 
county,  and  as  a  successful  business  man  is 
\vell  known.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  to 
the  union  of  David  and  Mary  (Schalk)  Mader, 
atid  came  with  his  parents  to  tiie  United 
States  in  1853.  They  settled  in  tlie  town  of 
Shelby,  renteil  a  farm  in  Mormon  Cooly,  and 
after  working  that  for  two  years  tiie  lather 
bought  forty  acres  in  section  11,  which  lie  im- 
mediately began  to  inipnivc.  He  bought 
1(30  acres  adjoining  and  thus  became  tiie 
owner  of  200  acres  of  rich  land.  He  erectet: 
a  large  stone  house,  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  was  quite  wealthy  at  tiie  time  of  liis 
death,  which  occurred  in  1880,  His  widow 
is  still  living,  is  seventy-six  years  of  age,  and 
is  a  resident  of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Dominick 
Mader  bought  tlie  l)rick  yard  in  La  Crosse  in 
1878  and  has  manufactured  hri(d<  since  tiiat 
time,  turning  out  from  eiglit  to  ten  liuii- 
dred  thousand  each  season,  and  selling  tiieni 
in  La  Crosse.  He  is  a  self-made  man  wiio 
has  procured  a  gmid  income  from  liis  Inisi- 
ness.  He  is  jiojniiar  among  his  iieigiibors 
and  is  one  of  tlie  intluential  citizens. 

Mr.  Mader  was  married  in  1887,  to  Miss 
Mary  Suliling,  daugiiter  of  August  and  Mary 
Suhling,  natives  of  (b-rmany.  wiio  came  to 
tile  United  States  at  an  early  date.  The 
father  is  still  living  and  makes  Ins  hume 
with  liis  son-in  law,  .Mr.  .NL-iiler.  '1  he  mother 
died  at  the  age  oC  >ixty  years.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  ]\Lider  are  the  iiareiits  of  iive   cliihlren: 


Arthur,  August,  Henry,  Dominick  and  Mary 
Louisa,  all  at  home.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Catholic  Church  at  La  Crosse.  Mr. 
Mader  has  held  nearly  all  the  offices  of  the 
town  and  tilled  them  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  as  might  be  expected.  He  has  been 
Clerk  of  his  school  district  continuously  for 
the  last  fourteen  years.  He  lias  a  good, 
commodious  two-slory  brick  dwelling  and  has 
large  barns  and  sheds  to  cover  millions  of 
brick.  He  also  owns  one  store  building 
in  La  Crosse  and  is  a  popular  representative 
of  the  energetic,  wide-awake  business  man, 
wliicii  element  lias  done  and  is  doing  so  much 
for  the  advancement  of  the  material  interests 
of  the  city. 


|EV.  FATHER  AMBROSE  MURPHV, 

f;  pastor  of  the  St.  James  Catholic  Church, 
corner  of  Caledonia  and  AVindsor  streets. 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is  a  native  of  New 
lirunswiek,  born  September  2.  1802.  He  is 
one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to 
William  and  Catlieriiio  ( Urown)  Murphy, 
who  are  also  natives  oi  New  Brunswick. 
The  children  are  name<l  as  follows:  Mary 
Ellen  and  Margaret  Ann  are  both  deceased; 
William  has  tinished  his  course  at  the  La 
Crosse  Business  College;  Mary  Paulina  is  a 
music  teacher  in  the  convent  at  La  Crosse, 
where  she  is  known  as  Sister  Thaddea; 
Ellen  Martina  is  in  school;  Leo  is  deceased; 
Charles  and  Clara  are  also  attending  school. 
When  Father  Murphy  was  a  ciiild  of 
three  years  his  parents  removed  to  Chippewa 
Falls,  Wisconsin,  where  he  i-eceived  his  ele- 
mentary education,  lie  began  his  cla.'-sical 
Work  under  I  )r.  ( ioldsinith.  now  deceased, 
and  alterward  enti'red  St.  Francis  Seminary, 
Milwaukee,  where  he  was  a  student  three 
yeai.-;    two  ye.irs  were  spent  in  the  Si  uiinary 
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of  Floreife,  Belgium,  and  over  four  years  in 
the  University  of  Innsbruck.  Austria,  where 
he  was  ordained  October  28,  1886,  by  the 
Prince  Bishop  of  Brixen.  Afterward  he 
spent  one  year  in  tlie  Fniversity  of  Parir^, 
and  was  called  thence  to  America  by  Bishop 
Flasch,  who  assigned  liiin  to  duty  at  Chip- 
pewa Falls,  where  he  remained  eight  months. 
While  at  this  station  he  did  missionary  work 
in  the  outlying  districts,  as  well  as  in  the 
city,  his  labors  being  among  the  French  lialf- 
breeds  and  Indians.  In  January,  1888,  he 
was  transferred  to  St.  James  Church  in  North 
La  Crosse;  at  that  time  the  churi'h  was  un- 
finished, and  was  carrying  a  debt  of  large  pro- 
portions; the  church  has  since  been  finished 
at  a  cost  of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  a 
handsome  cottage,  a  residence  for  the  priest, 
has  been  completed.  Upon  his  arrival  here  the 
church  was  sutferintr  from  -  internal  dissen- 
sions and  contentions  among  the  members; 
these  differences  have  been  harmonized,  the 
debt  has  been  materially  reduced,  and  the  un- 
paid balance  has  been  satisfactorily  arranged. 
A  parochial  school,  conducted  under  the 
superintendence  of  Father  Murphy,  holds  its 
sessions  on  the  first  floor  of  the  church  and 
is  in  charge  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Adoration.  There  are  four  teach- 
ers employed  in  the  regular  work,  and  a 
special  teacher  for  music.  The  classes  are 
carefully  graded,  and  are  in  excellent  work- 
ing order.  Father  Murphy's  tine  intellectual 
training  and  attainments  fit  him  pre-emi- 
nently for  this  responsible  position,  and  his 
services  have  been  appreciated.  He  is  an 
ardent  temperance  worker,  and  through  his 
influence  some  of  the  most  eloquent  speakers 
on  the  subject  have  been  secured  for  La 
Crosse;  among  them  may  be  mentioned 
Bishop  Cotter,  President  of  the  Catholic 
Total  Abstinence  Union  of  America,  and 
Father  Cleary,  uf   Kenosha,   Wisconsin,  ami 


the  Dominican  Missionaries,  Splinter  and 
Daly,  of  Minnea]iolis,  Alinnesota.  Tliese 
lectures  are  always  free  to  the  public,  and 
are  accomplishing  a  great  deal  in  educating 
people  as  to  their  duty  on  this  great  (juestion. 
Father  Murphy  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  a  benevolent  society, 
and  of  the  Catholic  Kniglits,  of  "Wiscmisin,  an 
insurance  association,  and  of  various  other 
societies   for   the   instruction    of    tlie  young. 

LAFAYETTE  HOLMES,  secretary  and 
ITyf  fi"Gasurer  of  the  Davidson  Lumber 
'^^  Company,  IS'orth  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  one  of  the  reliable  and  re|)resent- 
ative  Inisiness  men  of  that  city,  was  originally 
from  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  in  Jett'er- 
son  county  of  that  State,  January  10,  1884. 
His  parents,  William  and  Eliza  (Voorhees) 
Holmes,  were  natives  also  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  the  latter  is  a  relative  of  Senator 
Voorhees  of  Indiana.  William  Holmes  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  this  he  followed 
while  a  resident  of  Ohio.  In  183t)  he  moved 
to  Iowa,  opposite  Xavuoo,  Illinois,  but  re- 
turned to  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  in  1838, 
and  there  remained  until  1843.  He  then 
moved  to  Pittsburg  and  from  there  to  Iro- 
quois county,  Illinois,  two  years  later.  In 
1846  he  located  in  Galena,  Illinois,  and  in 
1849  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  where 
he  remained  working  in  the  mines  until 
1851.  Afterward  he  was  a  short  time  in 
Galena  and  then  returned  to  the  gold  regions 
of  California,  where  he  remaineil  until 
1860.  Again  returning  to  Galena  he  worked 
in  the  mines  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  11,  1862,  when  tifty-two  years  of 
age.  His  wife  died  in  La  Crosse  in  1884, 
when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  Of  the  ten 
children  born   to   this   union,   seven  are  still 
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living.  Lafayette  Holmes  began  for  himself 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  as  clerk  at  Scales 
Mound,  near  Galena,  Illinois,  ami  has  hecn 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  ever  since,  at  (ialena, 
St.  i'aul  iind  La  Crosse.  lie  came  to  his 
present  position  in  18(37,  and  this  speaks 
well  as  to  his  ability  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper, lie  is  a  popular  salesman,  and  is  an 
able  and  experienced  gentleman,  with  whom 
it  will  always  lie  found  proht;ible  and  pleas- 
ant to  have  dealings.  He  became  secretary 
of  the  company  at  tlie  organization  in  1885. 
lie  was  Connected  with  the  ditt'erent  packet 
companies  from  1853,  the  old  Minnesota 
Packet  Company,  following  all  the  successive 
comjjanies  until  1888,  a  period  of  thirty-live 
years.  He  followed  shore  business  as  agent, 
storekeeper,  etc.  This  we  believe  is  without 
a  parallel  in  the  State.  The  company  have 
one  boat,  a  raft  boat,  and  he  looks  after  this 
at  present  writing.  In  his  line  Mr.  Holmes 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city.  Ileob- 
taineil  his  knowledge  of  b(_iokkee|)ing  by 
actual  practice,  for  he  did  not  attend  school 
after  the  age  of  thirteen.  He  was  married 
in  1860  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Lee,  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Susan  Lee,  of  Galena,  Illi- 
nois, and  became  the  father  of  three  children  : 
William  M.,  living  in  Montana;  Jessie  L., 
at  home  and  a  musician  and  artist  of  con- 
siderable note;  Walter,  in  the  office  of  James 
McCord,  wholesale  druggist.  Mrs.  Holmes 
is  a  strong  believer  in  Christian  Science.  Mr. 
Holmes  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  Wisconsin  (.'onsistory.  He 
was  Eminent  ('ommander  of  l>a  ('rosse  Com- 
mandery.  No.  !),  three  successive  years. 
Worshipful  Master  of  Frontier  Lodge,  Xo. 
45,  four  successive  years,  anil  is  at  present 
Hiujli  I'riest  of  Smith  Cliapter,No.  13.  Of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  he  has  passed  the  chairs. 
He  went  throui^h  all  the  different  degrees  of  j 
tlie  1.  ().  ().    V.   order  thirty  years  ago.      In  I 


politics  he  has  ever  been  a  Democrat.  He 
has  many  times  been  city  delegate  to 
conntv  conventions.  ^Ir.  Holmes  is  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited  in  his  views,  is 
a  worthy  and  valued  citizen,  and  is  respected 
by  his  many  fi-ienils. 


fll.  HOUGH,  ti-ain-ma-ter  on  the 
Cliicago,  Burlington  A:  Xortliern  Itail- 
*  road,  was  originally  from  Connecticut, 
born  June  2!),  1845.  His  parents,  Isaac  L 
and  Julia  F.  (Wilcox)  Hough,  were  both  na- 
tives of  that  State  also,  and  the  father  was  a 
manufacturer  of  tinsmith  tools.  He  died  in 
his  native  State  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  and 
his  wife  received  her  final  summons  there  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
P.  H.  Hough  received  a  good  academic  edu- 
cation in  Connecticut,  and  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
temlier,  1S62,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, for  nine  months,  and  served  thii'teen 
months  under  General  Banks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf.  His  first  engagement  was 
at  Irish  Pend  in  Louisiana,  and  the  next  at 
Payou  Sara,  Port  Hudson.  He  enlisted  when 
only  seventeen  years  of  age,  there  being  only 
two  younger  in  the  regiment,  but  stood  the 
service  quite  well,  especially  in  marching, 
when  he  had  more  endurance  than  older 
men.  He  was  discharged  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  October  31,  1863.  He  then 
came  West  and  located  in  Ogle  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  engaged  in  telegraphy,  iiaving  stud- 
ied it  in  the  East,  and  came  West  to  secure  a 
position.  He  located  at  Forreston,  Illinois, 
had  charge  of  a  day  office,  and  continued  there 
sixteen  years  in  the  em|)loy  of  the  Illinois 
Central  and  Chicago  it  Iowa  railroads.  From 
thei'O  he   was    jiroiuoted    to   train   ilisjiatcher. 


BWGBAPUICAL     UISTOHY. 


and  went  to  Ainboy,  Illinois,  where  lie  re- 
mained for  live  yeai's.  lie  then  eanie  to  La 
Crosse  (1S86)  and  took  the  position  of  train 
dispatcher  for  the  Ciiicago,  Burlington  & 
Northern  Eailroad.  In  1888  he  was  pro- 
inoted  to  chief  train  dispatcher.  This  posi- 
tion he  held  for  two  years,  and  was  then 
promoted  to  train  master,  his  present  posi- 
tion. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hough  married  Miss  Anna 
M.  French,  daughter  of  John  French,  of 
Kappa,  Illinois.  Mr.  French  died  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  iifty-nine  years.  The  mother  is 
still  living,  and  is  in  her  tifty-sixth  year. 
Mr.  Hough  is  a  memher  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  of  the   G.  A.  li.  Post  at  La  Crosse. 


Jg^ENRY  B.  KLICH,  1301  Winnebago 
IfBD  street,  La  Crosse,  is  a  contractor  and 
*^i  builder,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous in  the  city.  He  is  an  American  by 
adoption,  his  native  country  being  Bohemia, 
Austria.  He  was  born  in  1854,  a  son  of  Simon 
and  Theresa  Klicli,  also  Bohemians  by  birth. 
They  bade  farewell  to  their  country  in  1872, 
and  crossed  the  sea  to  the  United  States,  lo- 
cating in  La  Crosse  in  1872,  where  they  still 
reside.  Henry  B.,  the  third  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  began  working  at  the  brick- 
layer's trade  in  1872,  and  for  a  few  years  he 
traveled  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  river 
from  St.  Paul  to  Kew  Orleans.  In  1875  he 
came  to  La  Crosse,  and  here  he  has  since 
followed  the  business  of  building  and  con- 
tracting. Up  to  1886  he  was  employed  as 
foreman  for  different  contractors,  but  in  that 
year  began  taking  contracts  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  has  erected  a  number  of  residences 
in  La  Crosse,  the  addition  to  the  Eighth  ward 
schoolhouse,  and  a  niimber  of  other  build- 
ings, including  the  Fay  Hotel  and   Mitchel's 


building  on  Third  street.  15v  his  strict  and 
hunorahle  dealings  he  has  won  a  i-eputation 
for  substantial  and  reliable  building  that  has 
placed  him  in  the  Iront  ranks  of  his  calling. 
Mr.  Klich  was  marrieil  in  188U  to  iliss 
Mary  Matejka,  who  was  born  in  1801,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Matejka. 
Her  father  died  in  1891,  aged  sixty-four 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Klich  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Henry,  Amelia,  Albert,  Julia  and  Frank. 
All  are  at  home  comfortably  and  happily  sit- 
uated. Mr.  Klich  is  a  member  of  the  Build- 
ers' Association  of  La  Crosse,  and  the 
International  Progressive  Association  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  belongs  to  the  C.  S. 
F.  S.,  of  which  he  has  been  an  officer  for 
many  years. 

jmEY.  FATHER  J.  W.  RITZ,  pastor  of 
«M^  St.  John's  Church,  corner  of  Avon 
^<£\  and  St.  James  streets.  La  Crosse,  is 
a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  Bavaria,  Au- 
gust 18,  1859.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  "Fatherland,"  and  after  he  had  finished 
his  theological  training  he  was  ordained  a 
priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  In 
1883  he  came  to  America,  and  soon  after  his 
arrival  here  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  pastor 
of  the  Medford  Church  in  Taylor  count}', 
Wisconsin.  While  stationed  at  this  point  he 
was  instrumental  in  building  new  churches, 
and  infused  new  life  into  many  congregations 
to  which  he  ministered.  He  had  charge  of 
six  missions,  Medford  Ijeing  the  principal  one; 
there  he  built  a  new  edifice  and  established  a 
parochial  school. 

He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  August,  1890, 
having  been  assigned  to  St.  Joiin's  Church. 
Here  ho  also  has  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  new  church  of  modern  design,  48  .x  100 
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feet,  with  a  seating  capacity  tif  tliiee  or 
four  liunilivd,  the  cost  to  he  iint  less 
tlian  $10,000.  t^t.  John's  Catholic  School  is 
also  under  control  of  Fatlier  Uitz,  the  fall 
term  nf  which  npeneil  with  ninety-six  chil- 
dren enrolled.  Two  teachers  are  eni|iK)yed 
to  give  instruction  in  the  scdmol.  St.  .lohn's 
congregation  was  organi/.cd  from  a  ])ortion  of 
the  communicants  of  St.  Jiisepirs  Catliedral 
three  years  ago,  and  nnder  the  care  of  Father 
Kitz  lias  steadily  increased  in  interest  and 
grown  in  luimhers.  He  has  devoted  himself 
faithfully  to  the  needs  of  those  entrusted  to 
his  care,  and  has  proven  himself  worthy  of 
the  Confidence  reposed  in  him  hy  his  superiors 
and  congregation. 


fAPTAIX  ALBERT  J.  HILL  was  horn 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  14,  IS-H,  a 
^tsf'  son  of  George  W.  and  Margaret  (Wil- 
son) Hill,  natives  of  Johnstown.  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  J'altiniore,  Maryland,  respectively. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor, 
and  in  1842  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pro- 
gressive of  the  early  settlei's,  and  was  highlj' 
esteemed  hy  the  members  of  the  conimunity 
in  which  he  lived.  He  died  A|)ril  5,  1S88, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wit'e  died  in 
June,  ISSO.  They  had  horn  to  them  a  family 
of  live  children,  the  ('aptain  and  one  sister 
being  the  only  ones  living  at  the  present 
time.  Albert  J.  received  his  education  at 
l>urlington,  Iowa,  and  learned  tlii'  carpenter's 
trade  with  his  father.  When  rresi<lent  Lin- 
coln made  a  call  for  75.000  men  to  aid  in 
j)utting  down  tiie  rebellion,  private  interests 
sank  into  insignificance,  ami  all  ho])cs.  all 
]>lans,  all  aspirations  were  ali.-indnncd  that  the 
country  might  he  jii-cserved  fi-oin  disintegra- 
tion.     Captain     Hill    enlisted  in  Company  I, 


First  Iowa  Volui:teer  Infantrv,  "The  Bur- 
lington Blues,"  and  went  out  to  a  long  term 
of  service,  to  encounter  hardships  and  pri- 
vations unknown  to  any  life  except  that  of 
the  soldier.  Betore  the  end  of  ninety  days 
he  liad  seen  the  fall  of  one  of  the  most 
promising  officers.  General  Lyon,  and  had 
participated  in  tlie  battle  of  Wilson  Creek. 
He  re-cnlisteii  in  the  Twenty-lifth  Iowa 
\'oluntcer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
declaration  of  peace.  Amono;  the  most  noted 
engagements  in  which  he  participated  may  be 
mentioneil  the  following:  Vicksburg,  Arkan- 
sas Post,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro  and  the  great 
march  to  the  sea.  At  Atlanta  he  saw  Mc- 
Pherson  shot  from  his  horse,  and  on  the 
march  under  Sherman  he  barely  escaped 
starvation.  He  paid  S'JO  for  a  half-pint  of 
rice,  a  rathei-  dainty  lunch  for  the  price.  He 
was  in  the  city  of  CVilumbia,  South  Caro- 
lina, when  it  was  tired  by  the  darkies.  Fpon 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  in  the  city  the 
colored  population  manifested  great  joy,  es- 
teeming it  a  day  of  jubilee.  They  «ere  free 
in  rendering  service,  and  freely  gave  infor- 
mation, both  desirable  and  undesirable.  The 
citizens  called  for  a  guard,  which  was  readily 
granted.  At  dusk,  just  as  night  was  settling 
upon  the  city,  a  fire  broke  out  and  spread 
rapidly.  The  engines  were  brought  out,  and 
soldiers  aiid  citizens  made  a  common  fight 
in  subduing  the  flames,  the  work  of  incen- 
diaries. It  was  a  terrible,  though  magnifi- 
cent sight,  and  the  sounds  were  as  those  of 
pandemonium;  the  cries  of  hel()less  women 
and  childien,  the  clattering  of  liorses  through 
the  streets,  maddened  by  the  Hames,  tiie 
shouts  of  the  firemen,  are  beyond  description, 
but  were  recorded  on  the  memory  of  those 
witnessing  the  conflagration  to  remain  there 
as  long  as  life  and  memory  exist. 

Captain    Hill    was   at    the    (irand    Review 
at  Washinirtoii,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
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service  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  lie  was  never 
seriously  wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  but  had 
his  hearing  injured  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell. 
This  trouble  proved  permanent,  and  is  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  him  even  now. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  had  his  first 
lessons  as  a  pilot  on  the  river,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  employed  on  the  packets 
plying  between  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul.  lie 
was  married  August  31,  1868,  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Ohenoworth,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Althea  Chenoworth,  of  l>urIington,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Hill's  father  died  when  she  was  two 
years  old,  but  the  mother  lived  until  some 
time  in  the  'COs.  There  were  four  children 
in  the  family.  Mrs.  Hill  and  Mrs.  Xancy 
Morrell  being  the  only  surviving  members. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Hill  have  one  child, 
Eunice  May,  the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Madden, 
Chief  of  Police  of  Duhith,  Minnesota. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Captain  Hill  belongs  to  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  to  the  Pilot's  Association;  he 
takes  little  interest  in  politics,  but  votes  witli 
the  Democratic  party.  After  the  injury 
received  in  battle  he  could  have  secured  an 
honorable  discharge,  but,  tilled  with  the  zeal 
of  the  patriot,  declined  to  do  so,  and  served 
through  the  rest  of  the  war  as  a  musician, 
his  impaired  hearing  making  it  unsafe  for 
him  to  do  guard  duty. 


tEV.  JOSEPH  B.  WIEDMANN,  Rector 
of  St.  Joseph's  Cathedral,  La  Crosse, 
was  born  in  "Westphalia,  Prussia,  No- 
vember 19,  1855.  In  1851  his  father  died, 
and  in  1868  he  came  with  his  mother  to 
America,  locating  at  Fountain  City,  IJuftalo 
county,  Wisconsin.  The  ne.^t  year  he  entered 
St.  Francis  Seminary  at  Milwaukee,  and  con- 
tinued his  studies   until   1879,  when   he  was 


ordained  priest  by  15ishop  Heiss  of  La  Crosse 
diocese,  and  was  assigned  to  the  pastorate  of 
St.  Patrick's  Church  at  Sparta,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  till  June  19,  1881,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position. 
During  his  pastorate  here  in  La  Crosse  he 
has  made  improvements  upon  the  church 
property  to  the  extent  of  630,000,  and  not  a 
dollar  of  debt  remains.  St.  Josejih's  Catlie- 
dral  is  a  magnificent  edifice,  erected  in  1869. 
Its  present  value,  including  organ,  altars  and 
furniture,  is  estimated  at  !?60,()00. 


fHRIS.  ADOLPH,  one  of  the  steam- 
boat captains  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Iowa  in  1850, 
a  son  of  Chris,  and  Matilda  (I>ahrentnss) 
Adolph,  natives  of  German)'.  The  parents 
bade  farewell  to  their  native  land  in  ISOl, 
and  crossed  the  sea  to  America,  settling  in 
Iowa;  there  the  father  died  in  1874,  but  the 
mother  still  survives,  and  has  reached  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  Chris.  Adolph,  Jr.,  had 
the  advantage  of  a  few  terms  of  schooling, 
but  at  an  early  age  sought  employment  on 
the  river.  He  was  engaged  in  rafting  lum- 
ber until  the  beginning  of  the  use  of  steam  for 
that  purpose;  he  was  then  employed  on  the 
boats,  and  worked  through  all  the  positions 
until  he  reached  the  head  of  the  business. 
He  has  now  been  in  the  employ  of  McDonald 
Bros,  for  about  twenty  years,  a  fact  which 
attests  his  efiiciency  and  a  due  apprecia- 
tion of  his  services.  Ho  was  among  the  first 
to  pass  with  boats  up  the  Black  and  Chip- 
pewa rivers  to  the  lumber  regions.  He  has 
experienced  all  the  phases  of  life  on  the 
river,  and  has  endured  all  the  privations  inci- 
dent to  his  occupation.  The  work  of  a  pio- 
neer in  any  line  is  not  an  easy  one,  and  the 
life  of  the  pioneer  in  the  lumber  regions 
proves  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
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Mr.  Ailolph  was  nnited  in  marriage,  in 
1888,  tu  Mi>>  -Mary  Miles,  a  dangliter  of 
Calvin  and  Julia  Mile>.  of  ()\  Bow,  Jackson 
county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Miles  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  and  did  gallant  service  for 
his  country  from  1861  to  18G5-  He  is  now 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Jackson  ci'unty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adolph  have 
had  horn  to  them  one  child.  Chris..  Jr..  De- 
cember 20,  1889.  They  are  hnth  cnnsi^tcnt 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Cluirch. 

•yf^  11.  AKDKEAVS,  .-u],],ly  agent  for  the 
VM  Chicago,  IJurlington  A:  JS'orthern 
^■^  Kailroad,  and  a  successful  business 
man  of  La  Crosse,  "Wisconsin,  first  saw  the 
liglit  of  day  in  GreenKeld,  Massachusetts, 
in  1S58.  His  parents,  James  and  Mary  II. 
(Pratt)  Andrews,  were  natives  also  of  the  Bay 
State.  The  parents  moved  to  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, in  1866,  and  here  the  father  engaged  in 
the  printing  and  hlank-hook  business  for 
some  time.  Mr.  An<li-ews  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Chicago,  and  su]i|ileniented  the  same  liy 
a  course  in  the  high  school  of  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts.  In  1882  he  engaged  with  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Kailroad,  in 
the  construction  department,  and  remained 
in  that  about  one  year,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  the  purchasing  dejiartment.  He  was  in 
the  Chicago  otiicc  a  short  time,  and  was  then 
sent  to  the  St.  Paul  otliee.  From  there,  in 
1886,  he  was  transferi-ed  to  La  Crosse,  "Wis- 
consin, to  take  charge  of  the  supply  depart- 
ment of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  ct  Xorth- 
ern  Kailroad  at  this  place,  and  has  since  had 
full  charge  of  that  department  of  the  road. 
This  departtncnt  carries  a  stock  of  about 
$50,000    worth    of   material,    and    at    \ariou8 


times  it  has  been  over  .>?100,000.  Mr.  An- 
drews was  married  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  in 
1881.  to  .Miss  Lonia  1.  Harmon,  daugiiter 
of  Cliauncy  and    Marv  Harmon. 


;>^^f;II''*  •'•  I'lTKlN,  collector  for  the 
La  Crosse  Cas-Light  Company,  was 
l)orn  at  Fort  Madison,  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  August  28.  1839,  a  son  of  James  and 
Lucy  (Austin)  I'itkin,  natives  of  t'onnecti- 
cut  and  New  York  respectively.  Tlie  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  also 
Worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1^17  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  and  remained  there  until  1835,  when 
he  made  a  prosjiecting  tour  through  the  great 
Northwest,  seeking  a  home.  He  settled  in 
Fort  Madison,  and  when  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  an  infant  of  thirteen  months  the 
mother  died,  aged  twenty  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and 
experienced  many  of  the  privations  and 
hardships  attending  life  on  tiie  frontier.  He 
was  a  man  of  tlie  highest  principles,  hon- 
ored an<l  respected  by  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances. 

Milo  J.  came  to  La  Crosse  in  185-1,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  city,  and  has 
witnessed  many  changes  since  he  became  a 
resident  of  the  straggling  hamlet  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  Having  deter- 
mined to  master  the  printer's  trade,  he 
entered  the  otlice  of  the  I^i'jnihh'caii  and  con- 
tinued there  until  1861,  when  the  dark  clouds 
of  war  began  to  skirt  the  horizon.  Private 
enterprise  was  crippled  and  so  abandoned  for 
a  time.  He  responded  to  the  call  for  75,000 
men,  and  liecame  a  menilier  of  the  La  Crosse 
Light  (4uard,  whi(di  was  attached  to  the  Iron 
Brigade  of  the  We^t;    ins  regiment  belonged 
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to  the  old  First  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Blackburn's  P^ord,  and  afterwards  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run;  he  was  in  many  skirm- 
ishes fully  as  dangeroits  to  life  and  limb  as  a 
battle.  He  was  also  at  Fredericksburg;  was 
in  Burnside's  march  in  January,  1863;  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  Chancellorsville;  was  in 
the  battle  at  Rappahannock  Station  and 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  and  later  was  at 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
He  was  taken  with  others  to  RiclimoTid, 
thence  to  Belle  Isle,  wliere  he  was  held  two 
months  before  he  was  paroled.  It  was  then 
eight  months  before  he  was  exchanged,  and 
after  this  event  he  rejoined  his  command  at 
Cold  Harbor.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
June  30,  1864:,  having  served  his  country 
faithfully  and  gallantly  for  three  years  and 
two  and  a  half  months.  While  a  prisoner  he 
suffered  all  the  agonies  of  the  military  captive, 
and  while  in  field  service  he  had  a  sunstroke 
from  which  he  has  never  recovered.  On 
account  of  this  he  was  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital which  was  improvised  in  the  Eighth 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 

After  the  declaration  of  peace  he  returned 
to  his  printing-press  iu  La  Crosse,  and  followed 
this  vocation  until  twenty  years  had  passed 
away;  then  on  account  of  close  confinement 
abandoned  this  work,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  La  Crosse  Gas- 
Light  Company. 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  married  July  24,  1864,  to 
Miss  Marie  Louise  Rogers,  daughter  of  Joshua 
H.  and  Jane  Rogers,  of  La  Crosse,  and  of 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born: 
Arthur  J.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  School  Furniture  Company,  of  Chi- 
cago; he  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Reed;  Louis 
Harvey  is  with  the  firm  of  Cargill  Brothers, 
at  Spring   Valley,   Minnesota;  Louise  R.  is 


tlie  third  child.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  ^Mr.  Pitkin  is  a 
Mason,  being  Tyler  of  the  l^lue  Lodge,  Guard 
of  the  Chapter,  and  Sentinel  of  the  Com- 
mandery.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wilson 
Colwell  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Li  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  that  party.  In  all  the  walks  of 
life  he  has  borne  himself  with  great  credit 
and  honor,  and  he  anil  his  wife  have  the 
highest  esteem  of  the  cunimuiiity  in  which 
they  live. 


J|4  0UIS  WENSOLE,  commercial  traveler 
f|w  for  the  firm  of  Cahn,  Wampold  &  Co., 
■^^  Chicago,  was  born  in  jSTorway,  August  2, 
1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Simon  and  Randine 
Wensole,  natives  of  the  same  country.  The 
father  emigrated  with  his  family  from  Nor- 
way in  1867,  and  after  his  arrival  in  the 
LTnited  States  proceeded  to  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling at  Stevenstown,  La  Crosse  county;  thence 
he  went  to  West  Salem,  and  in  two  years  he 
came  to  North  La  Crosse;  he  ne.xt  removed 
to  Minneapolis,  where  he  carried  on  a  shoe- 
shop  for  ten  or  twelve  years;  he  afterward 
returned  to  Stevenstown,  and  again  came  to 
La  Crosse;  he  is  a  supei-ior  workman  and 
ranks  among  the  best.  Before  coming  to 
America  he  was  engaged  at  the  same  trade, 
and  had  a  shop  at  Lille-nammer.  lie  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Cliurch.  They  are  people  of  much  force  of 
character,  and  have  reared  their  children  tcj 
lives  of  industry  and  honor.  They  have  a 
family  of  nine:  Christian,  the  oldest  son, 
served  his  king  five  years,  and  durin.r  that 
time  received  injuries  from  which  he  never 
recovered;  he  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years;  John  died  in  childhood; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Frederickson,  and 
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the  mother  of  live  children;  Louis  is  tlie  sub- 
ject of  this  iicitice;  John  is  ;i  resident  of 
Minneapolis,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Jensen; 
Bertha;  Ole,  deceased;  Otto,  who  also  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  was  a  jirinter 
by  trade;  he  married  Miss  Tillie  Jensen,  who 
died  in  1SS9;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Johnson,  and  the  mother  of  one  child. 

Louis  Wensole  acquired  an  education  in 
his  native  land,  and  came  to  America  in 
August,  18C8;  during  the  summer  he  worked 
with  his  father  in  the  shoe  shop,  but  in  the 
winter  he  availfd  himself  of  the  opportunity 
of  continuing  hia  studies  in  the  commun 
schools  of  this  country;  he  worked  for  his 
board  with  Aliraham  Pruett,  but  in  the 
6i)ring  he  went  down  the  river  to  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  i!i  a  liotel.  "When  he  had  saved  a  little 
money  he  invested  in  a  small  stock  of  no- 
tions; this  was  a  profitable  investment,  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  5^100  saved  up  he  came 
back  to  La  Crosse  to  visit  his  parents.  While 
here  he  was  taken  ill,  aiid  lay  sick  for  two 
months;  upon  his  recovery  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  the  store  of  John  L.  Grun 
of  West  Salem,  remaining  there  three  and 
a  half  years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the 
same  capacity  with  Mons  Anderson  in  La 
Crosse  for  three  and  a  half  years,  and  it  was 
during  this  period  that  he  gained  his  e.xperi- 
ence  in  business  from  an  American  stand- 
point; he  next  took  a  ])ositi(in  as  clerk  iii  the 
Boston  One  Price  Clothing  House  at  ^linne- 
apolis,  but  in  eighteen  months  returned  to  La 
Oosse. 

Mr.  Wensole  was  mai-ried  December  28. 
ISTt),  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Simen-on.  a  daughter 
of  Ole  Simenson,  deceased;  her  mother. 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Jorginnie,  is 
still  living,  a  resident  of  La  Crosse;  Matilda, 
the  wife  of  Ole  Larson  and  Mrs.  Wensoleare 
the  only  surviving  children. 


In  June,  ISSl,  Mr.  Wensole  started  out 
as  a  traveling  salesman  for  tiie  firm  of  S. 
Mann  Austrian,  Wise  it  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
( >hii),  with  whom  he  remained  nine  years; 
the  first  six  years  he  received  a  salary,  and 
the  last  three  years  he  had  an  interest 
in  the  business.  The  firm  removed  to 
Chicago,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years 
dissolved  partnership.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
Wensole  has  been  with  his  present  firm, 
which  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  promi- 
nent in  this  line  of  business.  He  has  been 
very  successful,  and  has  made  an  enviable  rec- 
ord in  commercial  circdes.  As  a  citizen  he 
is  above  reproach,  is  genial  and  companion- 
able, and  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  him. 

ilr.  and  Mrs.  Wensole  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Stewart  Monroe,  Oscar 
Alfelt,  Louis  Howard  Robin  and  Lucretia 
Antonia.  The  parents  are  memliers  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Wen- 
sole belongs  also  to  the  Masonic  order,  being 
a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Commandry.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  takes  no  active 
interest  in  the  movements  of  that  body. 


APTAIN  ALLEN  M.  SHOUT,  of  one 
of  the  Mississippi  river  steamers,  was 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Illinois,  in 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Ira  and  Eliza  (Iliggins) 
Short.  The  father  was  born  in  Tioga  county. 
New  York,  in  1803,  and  the  mother  in  Tren- 
ton county.  New  Jersey,  in  1S14.  They 
were  married  in  the  State  of  New  \  ork 
in  182'J,  and  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 
all  t)f  whom  are  living  at  tlie  present  time. 
They  ri'Uioved  to  Carroll  county,  Illinois,  in 
184:1,  making  the  entire  journey  iiy  ox-team 
in    true    pioneer  style.      There  they   resided 
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many  years,  loved  and  respected  by  all  the 
settlers.  In  18G4  Mr.  Short  started  to  Cali- 
fornia with  a  valuable  team,  but  as  he  was 
never  heard  from  afterward  it  is  supposed 
that  he  was  murdered  for  his  team  and 
the  money  he  liad  with  him.  Mrs.  Short 
died  in  1884,  aged  seventy  years.  Four  of 
the  sons  of  this  family  served  with  distinc- 
tion during  the  civil   war. 

Allen  M.  Short  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  country  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  responsibilities,  and  begau  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself.  The  first  work  he  did  was 
on  a  farm,  and  he  remained  there  two  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  enlisted  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry;  he  was  sent  direct  from 
camp  to  Georgia,  and  joined  General  Sher- 
man's army  on  its  march  to  the  sea,  taking 
part  in  all  the  engagements  of  the  march, 
and  returning  through  Georgia.  His  regiment 
was  retained  in  the  service  until  January  20, 
1S66,  when  they  were  mustered  out  at  Savan- 
nah, receiving  their  discharge  and  pay  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1866. 

"When  peace  was  declared,  and  he  was  left 
free  to  follow  his  own  inclinations,  Mr.  Short 
secured  employment  on  the  steamer  Pearl, 
and  continued  on  that  boat  until  he  became 
pilot  and  master.  In  1866  he  bought  an  in- 
terest in  the  fearl,  and  has  owned  an  interest 
in  other  vessels  since  that  date.  In  1872  he 
connected  himself  with  the  Davidson  Lumber 
Company,  and  has  been  in  their  employ  con- 
tinuously since  that  time,  a  testimonial  to 
his  faithful  and  efficient  service. 

Mr.  Short  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1872, 
at  La  Crosse,  to  Miss  Nellie  Congdon,  a 
daughter  of  G.  R.  and  Diana  (Fleming)  Cong- 
don, natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio  respect- 
ively. They  were  married  in  Ohio  in  1848, 
and  are   living   in    La   Crosse.     They  have 


reared  a  family  of  seven  children.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Short  have  been  born  two  children: 
Clinton  L.  and  Gracie  Fleming.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Short  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  La  Crosse. 

Clinton  L.  Short  was  clerk  of  the  boat  of 
which  his  father  is  master  in  the  season  of 
1891  and  1892.  lie  aspires  to  the  position 
of  captain,  and  will  doubtless  attain  it  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time. 

Mrs.  Short  is  of  American  ancestry  for 
several  generations,  her  great-great-grand- 
parents coming  over  in  the  Maytlower.  Her 
great-grandfather,  Peter  Fleming,  served 
eight  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  married  in  Redstone  Fort,  on  the  bank 
of  the  Ohio  river,  near  Wheeling,  AVest  Vir- 
ginia, by  Rev.  J.  D.  Finley,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman.  W.  P.  Fleming,  her  grandfather, 
was  born  in  1791,  a  short  distance  from  the 
fort,  and  was  called  for  service  during  the 
war  of  1812-'14,  but  peace  was  declared  be- 
fore his  company  was  called  into  action.  He 
was  married  the  same  year  to  Eleanor  Collins, 
a  native  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland, 
who  emigrated,  with  others,  to  Ohio  when 
sixteen  years  old.  They  endured  the  hard- 
ships of  a  frontier  life,  rearing  a  family  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  the  youngest  was  Mrs. 
Short's  mother. 


^^  J.  POLLARD,  the  gentlemanly  and 
■*npL  accommodating  passenger  conductor 
™i^i®  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  North- 
ern Raih'oad,  with  residence  at  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1844,  a  son  of  William  II.  and 
Lucretia  (Gray)  Pollard,  natives  of  Vermont, 
who  i-emoved  to  Illinois  in  1840,  and  for 
many  years  resided  on  a  fai-m  in  Moi-gan 
county.     The  father  is  now  residing  at  Rock 
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Island,  Illinois,  aged  eii^hty  years,  but  since 
1891  has  lieen  a  widower,  his  wife  dying  in 
her  seventieth  year.  Tiiey  were  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  E.  J.  Pol- 
lard was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Morrison,  Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  and  for  one  year  woi-ked  as  a  farm 
hand.  The  next  year  he  clerked  in  a  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  store,  which  position  ho 
retained  until  the  fall  of  1S64,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth 
Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry — a  one  luin- 
dred-day  regiment—  and  was  in  the  service 
for  five  months  before  being  mustered  out. 
He  immediately  re-enlisted  for  one  year,  but 
was  in  the  service  fourteen  months  before 
receiving  his  discharge.  He  was  on  the  staff 
of  General  Judy,  and  was  the  one  who  carried 
the  news  of  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln  to  the  army.  After  General  Judy's 
resignation  he  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of 
General  Wilson,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  his  term  of  service  had  expired.  His 
first  work  after  leaving  the  army  was  as  a 
clerk  in  the  hotel  at  Morrison,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  employed  abcmt  one  year.  He  then 
went  to  work  for  the  Chicago  and  North- 
western Railroad,  first  as  brakeman,  being 
promoted  one  year  later  to  tlie  position  of 
conductor.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of 
that  road  until  ISOU,  when  he  went  to  Rock 
Island  to  work  in  the  construction  depot  <if 
the  Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis  Railroad  as 
conductor,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months 
began  traveling  for  the  road  as  advertising 
agent.  Following  this  he  was  conductor  for 
two  years  on  the  Rock  Island  and  Pacific 
Railrt)ail;  but  in  1880  went  to  Chicago,  and 
for  one  year  was  in  tlie  employ  of  the  Sti-eet 
Railway  Company.  In  1^81  lie  went  to  wcprk 
in  the  construction  depai'tment  of  tiie  Cbi- 
caco,    Hurlington    and     Northern     R:iih-oai!, 


upon  the  Omaha  division  of  that  road,  and 
upon  the  compIeti(.ni  of  that  branch  he  ran  a 
train  over  the  road  for  about  six  years. 
When  the  river  branch  of  the  Burlington  and 
Northern  Railroail  was  built  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  construction  department  of  that 
branch,  and  wlien  it  was  completed  was  given 
a  train  on  that  division,  which  position  be 
^till  retains.  He  is  an  old  and  experienced 
railroad  man,  and  has  always  shown  himself 
to  be  competent,  and  has  given  good  satis- 
faction in  the  different  positions  he  has  held. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  Freeport,  Illinois.  He  was  married 
November  2'J,  1882,  to  Miss  Mary  McCor- 
mack,  whose  parents  are  James  and  Anna 
McCormack,  of  Kane  county,  Illinois.  ]\Irs. 
Pollard  is  an  amiable  and  intelligent  lady, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


^USTAV  CARL,  wine  dealer.  La  Cro.-se 
TOJT  — ^^  ^^^'^  ^S^  °^  gross  .and  almost  uni- 
"^  versal  adulteration,  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
be  al)le  to  refer  to  those  reliable  houses  where 
the  public  are  assured  of  obtaining  only  the 
purest  and  best  goods.  Of  such  is  the  re- 
sponsible establishment  of  Gustav  Carl,  wine 
dealer  of  La  Crosse.  This  gentleman  was 
born  December  23,  183(1.  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, of  which  country  his  parents,  Adam 
and  Laura  (Smith)  Carl,  were  also  natives. 
In  the  year  1851  tlie  family  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks 
landed  in  New  York  city,  on  July  2.  The 
family  remained  in  that  city  about  two  years, 
and  the  father  followed  the  trade  of  a  book- 
binder. He  died  in  ]\rilwaukee  when  fifty- 
nine  years  of  age,  liut  the  mother  is  still 
living  and  is  seventy-nine  years  of  age. 
Roth  parents  were  Freetiiinkers  in  their  re- 
liirious  views.      Of  the  nine  children  l)orn   to 


BIOGBAPIIICAL     IIISTORT. 


137 


this  union  six  died  in  infancy,  and  were  l)uried 
in  Germany.  From  the  three  living  children 
Mrs.  Carl  has  twenty-seven  grandchildren 
and  six  great-grandchildren.  She  still  pos- 
sesses great  power  both  of  body  and  inind, 
and  is  well  preserved  for  her  years.  One  of 
her  children,  Emelie,  resides  in  Milwaukee,  is 
the  wife  of  George  Schrader,  and  the  mother 
of  thirteen  children.  Gustav  is  next  in 
order  of  Ijirth,  and  then  Adolph,  who  died 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  The 
latter  was  a  regular  in  the  LTnited  States 
Army  for  five  years,  and  then  in  the  navy  for 
two  and  a  half  years,  during  the  civil  war. 
He  married  a  lady  in  Canada  and  became  the 
father  of  five  children,  two  deceased.  On 
coming  to  America  Gustav  Carl  worked  in  a 
book-bindery  with  his  father  for  a  year,  lint 
was  taken  sick,  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  wliere 
he  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  year,  without 
compensation,  his  employer  being  worth 
nothing.  However,  he  was  restored  to  health 
by  his  out-door  employment,  and  after  re- 
ceiving remittances  from  home  he  went  to 
Chicago  in  search  of  work  at  his  trade,  book- 
binding. Not  being  successful  in  this,  he 
went  on  a  farm  sixteen  miles  from  Chicago, 
and  worked  three  months  at  S13  per  month. 
He  then  paid  up  his  indebtedness,  and  with 
the  remainder  went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he 
again  tried  to  find  work  as  a  bookbinder. 
Failing  again,  he  engaged  for  fifty  cents  a  day 
as  a  waiter  in  a  hotel,  and  there  continued 
for  two  months.  He  was  then  coaxed  away 
by  a  boai'der,  and  served  as  bartender  in  his 
place  at  §30  a  month.  He  remained  there 
about  fourteen  months,  then,  in  1857,  re- 
turned to  New  York  on  a  visit  to  his  parents, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  a  delegate  from 
the  Bundes  Turner's  Society  of  Milwaukee  to 
attend  the  Bundes  Festival  of  New  York. 
From  there  the  whole  family  moved  to  Chi- 
cago, rented  a  farm  sixteen  miles  west  of  that 


city,  and  there  tilled  the  soil.  They  worked 
hard,  but  could  not  make  a  living,  produce 
l)eing  so  cheap,  potatoes  selling  for  ten  cents 
a  bushel.  Gustav  then  went  to  Milwaukee 
and  Itecame  bartender  at  the  sauie  place  for 
the  same  man,  sending  his  means  to  his 
parents.  He  remained  there  seven  months 
and  then  became  bartender  for  John  S. 
Becker,  at  La  Crosse,  Wiconsin.  in  ISOO.  His 
former  employer  failed,  ami  Mr.  Carl  took 
his  pay  in  an  imported  Swiss  cheese  that  he 
brought  to  La  Crosse  as  his  stock  in  trade, 
his  entire  capital.  He  worked  for  one  year 
as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  $15  a  month 
and  board.  About  this  time  John  S.  Becker 
burned  out,  and  the  stock  he  saved  he  let 
our  suliject  have  to  go  up  to  Winona  and 
start  a  saloon,  the  latter  taking  in  partnership 
John  Fox.  On  June  2,  ISGl,  they  started 
that  saloon,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  the  whole 
city  (135  buildings)  was  destroyed  in  two 
hours,  the  saloon  with  the  rest.  They  owed 
sLlOO  on  this,  and  they  returned  to  La 
Crosse  without  even  a  Swiss  cheese.  They 
were  helped  by  friends  to  start  another  sa- 
loon, and  Mr.  Fox,  being  a  stone  mason, 
worked  at  his  trade  while  our  subject  at- 
tended the  bar.  Mr.  Becker,  sympathizing 
with  their  condition,  made  them  a  present 
of  §300,  and  they  thou  had  but  §800  of  the 
§1,100  to  pay.  They  soon  paid  off  all  their 
indebtedness,  and  were  even  with  the  world. 
Mr.  Carl  purchased  proj^erty,  built  the  stone 
house  in  which  he  now  resides  at  517  and  519 
South  Third  street,  and  on  January  21,  1864, 
ho  married  Miss  Bertha  Herzberg,  whose 
parents  were  from  Germany,  the  mother  dy- 
ing there  when  Mrs.  Carl  was  but  three  years 
of  age.  The  father  was  Ernst  Herzberg. 
After  this  Mr.  Carl  was  in  the  saloon  busi- 
ness with  Mr.  Fox  for  seven  years,  when  they 
dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr.  Carl  started  in 
the  manufacture  of  soda  and  mineral  waters. 
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This  business  lie  sold  out  in  April,  1S91. 
and  since  then  he  has  been  dealing  in  Cali- 
fornia and  imported  wines.  To  his  marriage 
have  t)eeri  born  five  children:  Gustavus.  now 
working  at  Ashland;  Bertiia,  wife  of  Carl 
Lehri<ind,  resides  in  Ashland  and  is  the 
iTiothor  of  one  child,  Thekla;  Oscar,  married 
to  Susan  Toolen  and  resides  in  La  Crosse;  he 
runs  the  City  Steam  Laundry,  which  is  doing 
a  very  successful  business;  and  Albert  A.,  a 
pupil  of  the  puldic  schools.  Mr.  Carl  is  a 
member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  the  Y.  W.,  the 
German ia  Society  and  for  one  year  w  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Liederkranz  Singing  Society. 
Mr.  Carl  held  the  position  of  City  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  was  also  Alderman  and  Super- 
visor, and  has  held  other  prominent  posi- 
tion.*. During  the  war  he  was  an  ardent 
Republican.  He  is  a  self-made  man.  and 
what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  way  of  this 
world's  goods  has  been  the  result  of  his  own 
energy  and  good  management. 

On  Sei)tember  26,  1S81,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  started  to  (Termany,  and  spent  four 
months  visiting  friemls  in   their  native  land. 

tLUION  CLA  UK,  who  has  been  lor  man}- 
years  a  resilient  of  Wisconsin,  is  a  New 
Yorker  by  birth,  having  first  seen  the 
light  of  day  in  the  Kmpiiv  State  in  1821. 
His  j)arents,  ,\din  and  .Mehitta  ,  i'almer)  Clark, 
were  also  natives  of  Otsego  county,  New 
'^'ork,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Cliau- 
taiitjua  county,  New  York,  where  they  reared 
a  family  of  nine  children  and  jiassed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Albion  Clark  was 
the  si.Kth  of  the  family,  and  the  only  member 
who  ever  came  to  the  West.  Tlie  opportuni- 
ties of  the  frontier,  iiowever,  seemed  so  much 
greater  than  in  those  sections  where  iirngress 
had    made   lotiirer  strides,  that  he  determined 


to  take  the  consequences  of  the  venture,  and 
in  1854  went  to  Iowa  and  spent  one  season 
in  Appanoose  count}'.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  a  mill,  his  trade  being 
that  of-a  millwright;  then  he  worked  one  sea- 
son at  Fort  Madison  on  a  sawmill,  and  in 
IS.ji)  he  came  to  La  Crosse.  The  first  em- 
ployment he  had  here  was  with  the  firm  of 
White,  Dyer  tt  Gregory,  and  the  next  was 
with  Crosby  it  Hickson.  In  the  year  1859 
he  began  work  for  Captain  P.  S.  Davidson  & 
Co.,  and  was  with  that  firm  continuously 
until  1891,  when  he  resigned  his  position  to 
make  a  trip  to  Oregon  and  California. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  IS-l-l,  in  Ciiau- 
tau(|ua  county,  New  York,  to  Miss  Betsey 
Chase,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Sallie 
(Streight)  Chase,  who  lived  and  died  in  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York  To  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Clark  have  been  born  six  children:  Loi'isa  was 
first  married  to  Arthur  Boardman,  who  died 
in  San  Jose,  California,  having  gone  there 
in  quest  of  health;  their  three  children  are 
also  deceased;  she  was  married  a  second  time, 
in  1883,  to  Judge  li.  A.  Odell,  of  Trem- 
pealeau county,  Wisconsin;  Adin  Clark,  now 
a  resident  of  Minnesota,  married  Rose  Story, 
and  they  have  five  children,  three  daughters 
and  two  sons;  Ilittie  married  Nathaniel 
Green,  who  was  accidentally  killed  on  a 
steamboat;  they  hail  two  sons  born  to  them; 
Mrs.  (ireen  was  married  again  to  Francis 
(iai'iier,  of  La  Crosse,  and  of  this  union  one 
daughter  was  born;  Mr.  (Tarner  died  in 
Febru.ary,  1892;  Frank  Clark,  the  fourth  of 
the  family,died  at  the  <age  of  two  years;  Ella, 
one  of  the  twins,  whose  mate  died  in  infancy, 
is  the  wife  of  \Valter  (Jarner,  of  La  Crosse; 
ho  is  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Company,  of  CJhicago;  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  one  son  and  two 
daughters. 

Mr.    Clark   alKliales  with   the    Uepublican 
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party,  ami  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  that  hotly.  He  is  a  man  of  strict 
integrity,  and  on  all  questions  has  possessed 
tlie  courage  of  his  convictions. 

tW.  PETTIBONE,  lumber  merchant, 
La  Crosse. — In  the  various  enterprises 
"  that  have  made  La  Crosse  one  of  the 
commercial  centers  of  tlie  country,  the  lumber 
trade  lias  always  held  an  important  place, 
employing  large  capital  in  its  conduct,  and 
giving  to  cognate  industries  a  decided  im- 
petus by  the  energy  and  ability  displayed  in 
its  development.  In  every  department  the 
enterprise  characteristic  of  its  leading  ex- 
ponents has  been  alnindantly  shown,  and  the 
flourishing  character  of  their  esta!)lishments 
amply  demonstrates  the  vigorous  grasp  with 
which  they  have  seized  and  held  the  trade  in 
this  gigantic  national  industry.  Among 
those  actively  engaged  in  this  business  is  Mr. 
A.  W.  Pettibone,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city,  having  been  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  and  log  business  here 
for  many  years.  lie  was  liorn  in  Benning- 
ton county,  Vermont,  April  22,  1827.  and  is 
the  son  of  John  S.  and  Laura  ((-Jrave)  Petti- 
bone, natives  also  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  A.  W.  Pettibone  came  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  in  1854,  engaged  at  once  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  and  here  continued 
until  1866,  when  he  moved  to  Hannibal, 
Missouri,  where  he  resided  until  1884.  He 
then  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  has  been  a 
much  esteemed  resident  of  tliis  city  ever 
since.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Han- 
nibal Sawmill  Company  of  Missouri  since  its 
organization  in  1880.  It  employs  about  150 
operatives  and  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
mills  in  that  part  of  the  State.  He  is  also 
interested  in  another  mill  located  at   Quincy, 


Illinois,  and  still  another  at  Merrill,  Wiscon- 
sin. I\[r.  Pettibone  was  married  in  iiis  nutive 
State  in  1855,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Wilson,  of  Vermont,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  union  wei-e  three  living 
children:  Wilson,  residing  at  Hannibal,  Mis- 
souri, and  in  charge  of  the  milling  intei'ests 
of  that  locality;  he  married  Miss  Laura  Jones, 
of  Missouri;  Anna,  at  home,  and  A.  W., 
Jr.,  who'is  now  in  the  junior  class  in  Yale 
College.  Mr.  Pettibone  takes  very  little  in- 
terest in  politics,  but  acts  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  La  (Irosse,  was  re-elected 
in  1863,  and  again  in  1864.  This  was  during 
the  troublesome  times  of  the  civil  war,  and 
the  duties  of  that  office  he  dischargeil  in  an 
eminently  satisfactory  manner.  His  life  has 
been  one  of  industry  and  activity,  and  by  his 
honest,  upright  dealing  he  has  won  a  host  of 
warm  friends.  lie  is  well  equipped  to  suc- 
ceed in  whatever  he  is  likely  to  undertake. 
He  and  Mrs.  Pettibone  are  among  the  most 
worthy   and  respected  citizens  of  La  Crosse. 


l^ETER  SCHINTJEN,  ice  and  wood 
I^S  dealer  of  La  Crosse. — In  reviewing  the 
^TC  various  enterprises  that  have  contributed 
toward  making  La  Crosse  the  commercial  cen- 
tre that  it  now  is,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
the  advance  made  in  each  industry,  ami  among 
those  demanding  business  ability  of  a  high 
order  is  that  in  which  Mr.  Schintjen  is  en- 
gaged. He  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Ger- 
many, May  2,  1820,  to  Michael  and  Lucy 
(Scliaff)  Schintjen,  being  the  youngest  and 
the  only  one  of  their  Ave  children  now  living 
in  America.  The  father  died  in  1845,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years,  his  wife  having  died 
a  year  cai'lic'r,  when  about  tifty-three  j'ears  of 
age,  both  of  whom  were  earnest   members  of 
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the  Catholic  Church  .it  tlie  time  of  their  death. 
In  1854  Peter  Schiiitjeii  lietermiiieil  to  seek  a 
home  for  liimself  in  America,  his  attention 
up  to  tliis  time  iiavin;^  Keen  jirlncipally  de- 
voted to  tilling  the  f^oil.  He  first  ])laeed 
his  foot  on  American  soil  in  the  city  of  ^iew 
York,  but  at  the  end  of  one  week  he  went  to 
Galena.  Illinois,  and  two  weeks  later  to  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  In  1854  he  purchased  some  real  estate 
in  La  Crosse,  and  on  the  beautiful  building 
spot  where  his  residence  now  stan<is  only  tivo 
houses  could  be  seen.  AVhile  in  St.  Paul 
he  was  in  tin*  hotel  business,  but  at  the  end  of 
one  year  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Europe 
for  his  iiride,  Miss  Lucy  Ki-eper,  whom  he 
married  on  tlie  6th  of  March,  1S55.  Their 
bridal  tour  was  across  the  ocean  to  this  coun- 
try, the  voyage  occupying  twenty-two  days 
friim  the  9th  of  April.  They  came  in  the 
French  vessel,  tlie  Delta,  were  delayed  by 
storms  and  were  compelled  to  put  up  at  the 
Azores  Islands  for  f(ii-ty-ei:,'lit  hours  tor  re- 
pairs. Upon  their  ai-ri\'al  in  this  country 
they  came  straij^ht  tn  La  Ci-osse,  which  city 
they  readied  on  tlie  4tli  nf  May.  After 
farming  lor  five  years  Mr.  Sehintjen  ojierated 
a  mill  for  one  year,  and  since  that  time  has  I'e- 
sided  in  La  Crosse.  lie  lias  follnwed  the  va- 
rious occupations  of  a  grocer,  miller  and  ice 
dealer  for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  has  been 
deservedly  successful.  lie  ])')ssesses  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  German  people — is  indus- 
trious, thrifty  and  honest,  and  has  pro\'en 
himself  a  good  financier.  He  lias  served  in 
the  capacity  <if  City  Alderman  for  live  vears 
and  ha-  discharged  his  dutieo  in  a  manner 
highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  his  continuous  reelection.  His 
iiome  iiab  been  blessed  in  the  birth  (if  six  chil- 
dren: ]\[ary;  Susan,  wile  of  I,.  Keimers,  Lucy 
being  the  only  child  of  this  couple;  Sojihia, 
who  dieil  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;    Leoiia, 


who  died  when  eight  years  of  age;  Philli- 
po'ua  and  liertha.  Mr.  Schintjen  an<l  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  in  iiolitics  he  is  a  Democrat.  liy  liis 
straightforward  business  methods  he  has  won 
the  esteem  of  the  public  in  general  and  is 
a  substantial  factor  among  the  business  men 
of  La  Crosse.  He  has  laid  aside  his  busi- 
ness cares  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  his  pleasant  home  on  South  Third  street, 
enjoying  the  competence  earned  in  his  active 
business  career. 


HEO.  MANXSTEDT.— The  undertak- 
ingbusiness  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
^'  to  society,  and  every  consideration  sug- 
gests that  its  representatives  shall  be  reliable, 
sympathetic  and  experienced.  xVn  old  estab- 
lished and  |iopular  house  is  that  of  Theo. 
Mannstedt,  which  was  founded  in  18SI.  The 
store  is  well  equipped  and  fully  stocked  with 
c<:>ffins,  caskets,  trimming,  shrouds  and  other 
burial  goods  of  the  handsomest  kind,  and  he 
is  so  situatt'd  as  to  furnish  everything  neces-- 
sary  for  the  ])lainest  or  most  imposing  fu- 
nerals. He  is  ])rompt  in  tneeting  his  engage- 
ments, pertVirms  his  duties  with  accuracy 
and  propriety,  and  can  always  l)e  relied  upon 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  last  rites  of 
burial.  His  establishment  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  oldest  in  La  Crosse,  and  as  an 
honorable  business  man  he  has  secureil  a  large 
])atronage  by  honestly  deserving  it.  He  was 
born  in  (ierinany.  May  5,  1850,  to  Philip 
and  Emily  (Keicher)  Mannstedt.  and  in  1870 
'•ame  with  them  to  America,  tirst  settling 
in  DuliiKpie,  Iowa.  In  187>  Theo.  ]\[ann- 
stedt  came  to  La  Crosse  and  succeedeci  in 
obtaining  a  ]iosition  with  the  La  Crosse 
Carriage  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
for  three    veai-s,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
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became  the  |iroprietor  of  Iiis  present  estali- 
lishineiit.  The  building  is  two  stories  in 
height,  50  X  20  feet,  and  he  and  liis  family 
live  on  tlie  second  Hoor.  He  learned  the  ai-t 
of  carriage-trimming  in  his  nati\e  land,  and 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  was  so  expert 
at  liis  trade  that  he  was  made  foreman  of 
forty-three  men  in  the  employ  of  Fred  Stein- 
metz,  who  did  work  for  the  P]m|ieror  and 
Princes  of  Germany.  Mr.  Mannstedt  was 
married  in  1879  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Joseph,  of 
Dubuqne,  one  of  four  surviving  members  of 
a  family  of  six  children  born  to  John  II  and 
Mary  Joseph,  who  came  from  Germany  and 
have  been  honored  and  respected  residents  of 
Dubuque  for  the  past  forty  years.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mannstedt  three  children  liave  been 
born:  Gustave,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  one  month  in  188^;  Lizzie,  who 
died  in  1888  when  four  years  and  six 
months  old.  and  Arthur,  a  bright  and  promis- 
ing boy  of  six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann- 
stedt are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  La  Crosse,  and  in  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Third  Ward  Aid  So- 
ciety, and  is  the  present  competent  Comp- 
troller of  the  Second  District.  He  has  made 
his  own  way  in  life,  and  his  »uccess  is  in  a 
greater  measure  due  to  tact  and  natural  kind- 
ness of  heart  than  to  luck.  His  father  is 
still  residing  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  the  10th 
of  November,  1891,  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His  wffe  died  of 
paralysis  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  Of  thirteen  children  born  to  them  six 
are  living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  second. 


Jf;lLLIAMH.  LEWIS, master  mechan- 
/   ic    on   the   Chicago,   Burlington   and 
l'=3j^^I    Northern  Railroad,  is  a  native  of  the 


Empire  State,  born  in  Onondaga  county,  Octo- 
ber 18,  18-10,  and  is  of  Welsh  and  English 
descent,  his  pai'ents.  George  and  Mary 
(P'rench)  Lewis,  being  natives  of  tlmse  coun- 
tries respectively.  They  were  married  at 
Larnstable,  Devniishire,  England,  and  crossed 
the  ocean  to  the  United  States  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  The  father  was  a  rail- 
road man,  was  one  of  the  old  eimductors  on 
the  Xew  York  Central  for  many  years,  was 
also  in  the  service  of  the  Delaware  and 
Western,  but  sulisequently  returned  to  the 
New  York  Central  and  remained  in  their  em- 
ploy until  he  retired.  He  and  wife  are  both 
deceased,  the  former  dying  in  1870,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  nine,  and  the  latter  in  1805,  at 
the  age  of  tifty-four.  Their  family  e  insisted 
of  four  sons  anil  three  daughters.  William 
II.  being  the  sixth  in  order  t,<i  birth.  The 
latter  secured  a  good  practical  eilucation  in 
the  jiublic  schools  of  New  York,  and  i.s  a 
natural  mechanic,  learning  his  trade  with 
the  New  York  Central.  In  response  to  Mr. 
Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  men,  Mr.  Lewis 
enlisted  in  April,  1801,  and  by  genei'al  order 
of  the  War  Department  was  discharged, 
Octobei-  21  of  the  same  year,  he  being  less 
than  sixteen  years  of  age.  lie  stood  the  ser- 
vice remarkably  well,  a7id  daring  that  time 
his  growth  was  marvelous.  When  he  en- 
listed he  measured  live  feet,  five  and  a  half 
inches,  and  when  he  was  discharged  his 
height  was  live  feet,  eleven  and  a  half  inches. 
From  1862  until  186-1  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  ITnited  States  Government  atid  worked 
in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard.  In  the  latter 
year  he  came  West  and  entered  the  service 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quiiicy  Eail- 
road  as  machinist  and  located  at  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois. A  year  latei'  he  engaged  with  the 
Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  as  loco- 
motive engineer,  remaining  in  their  enijiloy 
until    1878,  when    he  received    the  appoint- 
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iru'iit  of  iiia^^ter  ii:rcli;iiiif  ut'  tlie  Xortliern 
Pacific  Raili-OiKi.  He  filled  that  position. 
renderiiij^  satisfactory  st-rvit'c.  for  over  liv(> 
years. 

Ill  January,  187S,  when  lie  scvereiJ  his  con- 
nection with  the  Northern  Pacific  Itailroad, 
he  applied  to  President  Hayes  for  a  (iovern- 
nient  jiosition,  as  Chief  of  the  Steanihoat 
Inspection  Service  of  the  United  States.  His 
application  was  supported  liy  the  following 
endorseinents,  which  s])eak  for  themselves. 
On  the  hack  of  a  letter  sent  to  (General  Sheri- 
dan, this  high  testimonial  was  written: 
IIeADQUAKTKIW   MiI.ITAUV    i)l\l>I.iN,  ]\rissouKi. 

Chicauo,  L)eeemlier  22.  1^11. 
Rcgpectfully  returned: 

I  have  no  hesitanoy  in  endorsiui,'  on  the 
witliiii  paper  my  high  appreciation  of  the 
ability  of  Mr.  Lewi.s  as  a  master  niechanic, 
and  my  confidence  in  his  skill  and  industry 
to  meet  and  carry  out  any  work  which  per- 
tains to  his  line  of  bueines.s  that  may  he  en- 
trusted to  him.  P.    II.    SUEKIDAN, 

Lieute)iant-<reneral  Un'ited  States  Aiiinj, 
From  Alf.  II.  Terry: 

St.  I'ait.,  Mix.M'isoTA,  Jannary  25.  1878. 
T<i  nil  irlioiii  it  iiiaij  ciuicTn: 

I  ha\'e  known  William  II.  Lewis,  Ksij.,  tor 
some  years  past,  as  the  head  of  the  mei-hani- 
cal  department  of  the  Northern  Pacific  liail- 
road,  and  I  take  yreat  pleasure  in  commend- 
ing him  as  a  gentleman  of  ninisiial  skill  in 
lii.s  profession,  of  hiijh  character  ami  ahility, 
ami  of  personal  (jualities  which  command  the 
respect  and  good  will  of  all  his  acquaintances 
and  associates.  Full  confidence  may  he  given 
to  any  representations  which  Mr.  Lewi.s  may 
make.  Ai.iKKii  II.  'ri:i;i;v, 

lin[i<i'l'..r-(in,,  nil   I'li'it.,!  Stat.-s  Anin/. 

WaMIINc.Io.N,    I)lsri;i(T  nl     ('mi, I  MllIA. 

Fehruary  21,  1S7S. 
Kecoin  mended : 

W.  T.  ."^iiiacMA.N,  (i'lirnil. 

Amon<;  other  |ii'oiiiineiit  men  who  en- 
dorsed his  apjilicatioii  were  \\'illi;un  Windoni, 
{-ieneral    l^a     I'lic,    ( 'oirimi>>ioner     of     ,\ori- 


culture.  and  Alexander  Ramsey.  ex-Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  Lewis  next  entered  the  service  of  the 
Kansas  l';iciric.  in  clnu-ge  of  the  second  ilivi- 
sion  west  of  Kansas  City.  He  remained 
there  four  years,  and  in  1882  was  ap- 
pointed master  mechanic  of  the  Oregon  Short 
Line,  with  which  he  remained  two  years.  lie 
left  them  to  accept  the  position  of  master 
mechanic  of  the  Nickel  Plate,  the  shops  being 
located  in  Chicago.  Five  yeans  later  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  to  his  present  posi- 
tion. November  1,  1888,  and  has  filled  this 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Lewis  had  luit  few  of  the  advantages  to 
which  systematic  selioiding  is  conducive  until 
late  in  youth.  He  is  well  informed  and 
esjiecially  so  in  all  matters  that  ]>ertain  to  his 
line  of  work.  He  is  master  mechanic  in  all 
that  the  wonis  imply. 

He   wa-    married"  July  10,    1870.  to    Miss 
Anna    A.,   daughter    of    Wilbur   Paldwin    of 
Almira,  Missouri.     Four  children  have  blessed 
this  union:    T.   E.  Jr.,  a  locomotive  fireman 
on    the    Chicago,    liiirlingtnn    aiid     Northern 
Railroad;    Ivldie,  who  died  wlii'ii  a  \car  and  a 
half    old:    FfHe  and    Aivliie  W.       .Nlrs.    Lewis 
I  was  a    member  of   the  Episcopal  I'liiirch,  and 
i  her    death    occui'red    at    Eiiglewood.    Illinois. 
j  January  ll.lSM'i.      Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of 
j  the    I.  ().  ().    F.    and    the    V-. .    A.   R.      He  has 
!  been  very  f(]rtunate  in  his  biisine>s,  was  never 
I  discharged,   never   huiileil    lor   work,   .-ind  his 
positions  cainu   t(_i    him     i-'W     account     of   his 
[  special   fitness.      He  never   worked    lor  a  cor- 
poration but  that  he  left  them  on  ifood  terms, 
and  with    the  a^^llrance   that   hei-ouid    return 
to  his   position  if   he  so  desired.      He  is  con- 
nected    with    the     .\m''rican     Association    of 
Master    Mechanics  and    Master  Car  liuilders. 
He    is    first    vice-|u-esident    of    the    Western 
Kailroad  ('iiib.  of  ChicaLjo;  also  a  member  of 
the    Xorthu-e.-tcrn    Club  id'   St.   Paul,  and  has 
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always  taken  an  active  interest  in  whatever 
pertains  to  tlie  best  interests  of  the  several 
organizations  of  wliiciii  he  is  a  nienilier.  He 
has  furiiislied  several  papers  on  mechanical 
snljjecfs  and  other  topics  of  interest,  lie  is 
a  eoinniittee  member  in  the  ass(iciati(.)n  of 
master  mechanics.  He  is  on  two  imjiortant 
qnestions  in  two  dilferent  C(.iiiiniittees  of  tlie 
Car  Bnilders"  Association,  viz.:  "On  steam 
heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  jiass.nger 
coaclies,'"  and  on  "  compound  locomotives." 
These  are  (juestions  of  vital  importance,  and 
are  of  notable  intere>-t  to  the  railroad  v/orld, 
as  it  is  a  departure  from  former  methods. 
The  traveling  public  are  indebted  to  such  pro- 
ductions for  the  safety  and  comfort  that  are 
enjoyed  in  the  modern  coaches  as  coinpared 
to  those  of  former  days.  In  personal  ap- 
pearance, Mr.  Lewis  is  of  goodly  size,  strongly 
built  and  robust.  He  possesses  a  vigorous 
intellect,  his  percejitive  faculties  are  ever  on 
the  alert,  and  being  of  a  jovial,  jileasant  dis- 
piisition  he  is  admired   and   respected  by   all. 

fEOKGE  STANGL,  furniture  dealer  and 
manufacturer  of  upholstereil  goods  at 
123  Xorth  Third  street.  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  is  an  Austrian  bj  birth,  in  which 
country  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  No- 
vember 20,  1854.  His  parents,  Frank  and 
Barbara  (Stadick)  Stangl,  have  been  residents 
of  La  Crosse  since  1872,  and  are  residing  at 
1019  State  street.  Tlie  father  is  a  cooper 
by  trade  and  still  follows  this  calling.  Georo-e 
Stangl  became  a  resident  of  this  city  in  1871, 
and  was  at  first  employed  in  the  funnture 
store  of  Gantert  &  Schwartz  as  a  journeyman 
at  painting  and  finishing.  After  following 
this  calling  for  about  fourteen  years,  he 
started  in  business  for  himself,  but  in  a  very 
modest  way,  as  his  capital  was  small:  but  his 


previous  experience  now  stood  him  in  gootl 
stead,  and  to  his  distinguished  enterprise, 
energy  and  skill  is  largely  duii  the  i-ecoo-- 
nized  pre-eminenci'  of  La  Ci-ossc  in  this  line. 
He  lias  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  hiro-est, 
and  most  comjireluMisivu  stcjck  iu  the  city, 
including  full  lines  of  parlor,  library,  dining- 
room,  hall  ami  bed-room  furnitui'e,  which 
occupies  three  rioors  and  the  basement  of  his 
store,  which  is  90x2-1  feet.  His  push  and 
energy  is  most  praiseworthy,  he  is  ]irominent 
and  respected  in  the  trade,  and  is  well  worthy 
the  success  achieved.  In  IS'SO  Miss  Terris^a 
I'ecker,  daughter  of  Frank  Ilecker,  of  La 
Crosse,  became  his  wife,  and  their  union  litis 
re.julted  in  the  birth  of  the  following-  children  : 
George,  Joseph,  Gracy,  John  and  Fi-aid^ie. 
Mr.  Stangl  is  a  credit  to  the  community  in 
which  he  has  so  long  made  his  home,  and  iu 
business  relations  is  as  highly  i-e<[.)ected  as 
he  is  wddely  known. 


/fULIUSJ.HIIlSHIIElMER,attorneyand 
Im.  counselor  at  law,  La  Crosse,  was  born  in 
^  Lehrensteinsfeld,  Kingilom  of  Wiirtem- 
Inirg,  Germany,  January  12,  1839.  and  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Leopold  and  Fannie  ( Ilerz) 
Hirshheimer.  The  family  bade  farewell  to 
the  "  Fatherland  "  May  8,  1850,  and  landed* 
in  New  York,  Jidy  3.  They  located  at  Blairs- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  remaining  there  six 
year^;  iu  1850  thev  came  to  La  Crosse,  where 
the  father  and  nnjther  died,  the  former 
February  9,  1879,  and  the  latter  Novembei' 0, 
1885.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  distinguished  man  in  his  tin.e, 
being  chief  rabbi  of  his  district.  He  was  a 
fine  linguist  and  a  profound  Helirew  scholar. 
He  made  several  journeys  to  Jerusalem  ar.d 
ended  his  days  in  the  service  of  his  churcli. 
His   widow   came   to  America   with   her   son 
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Leopold,  anil  died  in   thi> 

fitv  in  ISuS.     The 

State    and    local    politius;    was    elected    as   a 

sons    of    tlie   faniilv    weie 

Julius   .1..   AUiert. 

niemher  of  the  Constitiilioiial  Convention   to 

Augustus,  Henry,  Morris 

and   Soloniun;   the 

j^ive  the  State  a   new   constitution,  maiie  im- 

dangliters,   Malinda,     Tli 

•rt-sa,     Emma     and 

perative  hy   the  reconstruction   leifislation  of 

Kosa. 

Congress.     It   was  durinir  this  session  of  the 

Julius  J.  attended   the 

)arocliial  schools  of 

convention,  which  was  held  in  tlie  Meelianicb' 

place,  when  the  mob  attacked  the  convention, 
killino-  a  niiniher  of  the  memhers  of  tlie  con- 
vention, woniiding  (4overnor  llaliii  and  Dr. 
Do.-lie.  who  ilied  (if  his  injuries.  .Mr.  llirsh- 
heimer  was  .-aved  from  death  by  tlie  ititer- 
ventioii  of  a  policeman,  who   was  a  Unionist. 


who  had  taken  an  acti\e  jiart  in  sujipressing 
tlie  rehfllioii.  by  the  disloyal  pojiulatioii  of 
the  city,  operated  airainst  him.  compelling 
him  to  di^po>e  of  hi^  business  at  a  sacrifice, 
sellino-  out  at  the  end  (.)f  two  years  and  com- 
ing- to  l.a  Crosse;  he  stopjied  but  a  short 
time,  however,  and  went  on  to  "Winona, 
Minnesota,  where  he  remained    fi-om   l^O^'  to 


Germany,  and  an  academy  at  Weinslierg  in  |  Institute  on  Barvone  street,  that  the  riot  took 
whicli  languages  and  higher  branches  were 
taught.  Upon  coining  to  America  he  en- 
tered the  imblic  schools  of  Pennsylvania  for 
the  purpose  of  ac(|uiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Wlien  the  father  came  to 
La  Crosse  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  bu.-iness. 

His  mill  was  burned  in  the  spring  of  ISfiO,  |  The  markeil  hostility  manifested  against  all 
when  lie  embarked  in  the  foundry  business. 
His  son  Julius  J.  had  charge  of  the  books 
and  a  general  superintendence  i>f  the  liiir,- 
bering  interests.  After  the  bui-ning  of  the 
mill  he  went  to  Brownsville,  Minnesota,  and 
operated  a  mill  there  for  a  time.  In  the  fall 
of  1800  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
thence  to  Napideon,  Arkansas,  where  he 
passed  the  fall  and  winter  of  18(;0-"tU.  hi  [  IsTS  as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  otabli^hmeiit. 
the  spring  of  iSt'il  he  went  to  ^ew  Oi'leans,  '  I„  ISIS  he  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and  en- 
where  he  made  his  Imme  tor  seven  years. 
After  the  capture  of  the  city  by  (n-neral  l>ut- 
ler,  Mr.  Hirshheimer  had  cluirge  of  one  of 
the  dr:Mning  machines  of  the  city.  l*rior  to 
the  occupancy  of  the  city  by  the  I'nion  ti-oops, 
he  was  imprisoned  for  relu>ing  'o  enter  the 
Confederate  army.  He  wa>  several  times 
court-martialed  and  im)iris(jned  for  too  loud 
an  expression  of  b'^nion  sentiments.  Li  1S()3 
he  enlisted  in  tlui  NMnety-second  l'nite(l  States 
Colored  Infantry,  and  was  ma<le  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant. l[e  was  niu.-'tered  out  of 
service  Decemlier  :il,  lS('i7),  at  New  Orleans. 
He  participated  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the 
Army  of  tiie  Ctdf.  <>n  receiving  his  dis- 
charge he  returned  to  his  home  in  .New  Or- 
leans, and  embarked  in  tlu'  meivanlile  trade. 
Mr.  Hirshheimer  was    an    active  factor   in 


tered  the  law  otlice  of  Judge  Hugh  Cameron. 
Wine;  ^y-  I'rentiss.  where  he  studie-l  law  for 
one  \-ear.  In  the  Sjiring  of  \s~'J  ju-  began 
the  iiractice  of  his  profe.-siou.  combining  it 
with  insui-ance  and  pension  wcu'k.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  pi-ofessioiial  intei-ests.  he  wa>  eii- 
gancd    for    a    few   years    in    selling    hardwood 


logs. 

.Mr.  Hirshheimer  was  married  October  10, 
ISTiil,  to  Miss  Camelia  'I'.  Kenworthy.  in  the 
city  (d'  St.  Louis,  Mis.-ouri.  She  isadaugiiter 
(d'  .1.  S.  and  .M.  E.  Kenworthy,  .-md  was  born 
in  iialtimore,  Maryland,  July  "Jl.  l^ii!.*,  on 
the  day  of  the  ari-i\al  ot'  her  jiarents  in 
.\mei-ica;  they  were  natives  of  London,  Eng- 
land. The  maternal  grandparents  had  already 
emigrated  to  this  country,  and  were  resi- 
dents  of    iiichmoml,  \'irginia.     .Mrs.    Hirsli- 
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lieimer  is  a  lady  of  good  education  and  rare 
reiineiiieiit.  She  is  a  member  of  tlie  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  an  advocate  of 
Christian  Science.  Mr.  Ilirshlifiiner  and  his 
wife  have  no  living  children.  roliticaJj  he 
affiliates  with  tlie  liepulilican  party  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  its  movements,  although 
he  is  not  an  otiice-seeker.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  La  Crosse  Board  of  Trade, 
and  is  thoroughly  loyal  to  home  interests. 

|»1  A.  ROOSEVELT,  who  has  been  a 
f"/w1l  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  1855, 
I'^^FTi  ®  occupies  a  very  prominent  position 
in  commercial  circles,  and  is  iustly  entitled 
to  the  space  that  has  been  accor<led  liim  in 
this  history  of  La  Crosse  (!0unty.  He  was 
born  in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Nelson  and 
Sarah  (Armitage)  Roosevelt,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  His  father  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  and  the  mother  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five.  When  he  was  four  years  old 
his  father  removed  with  the  family  to  De- 
troit, Michigan,  and  remained  tliere  until 
1840.  Then  they  went  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  our  subject  learned  the  machinist's 
trade.  January  17,  1855,  he  arrived  in  La 
Crosse,  having  determined  to  try  his  for- 
tunes on  the  frontier.  He  first  chartered  the 
steam  ferryboat  Honeoye,  which  he  ran  for 
a  time,  and  then  purchased  a  third  interest 
in  the  Adila,  of  which  he  was  engineer  until 
the  fall  of  1857.  This  boat  ran  between  Du- 
buque and  St.  Raul.  After  disposing  of  this 
interest  he  was  employed  for  ten  years  as 
engineer  and  captain  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  From  1857  to  1868  he  was  engaged 
continuously  as  steamboat  engineer. 

Desirous  of  establishing  himself   in   busi- 
ness in  La  Crosse,  in  1868  the  W.  A.  Roose- 


velt Company  was  foiined,  and  incorporated 
in  1888,  of  which  he  is  the  jiresideiit  and 
treasurer.  This  firm  deals  in  wruught-irun 
piping,  brass  and  iron  goods.  plnmUMV-,'  and 
steanititters'  supplies,  wood,  iron  and  chain 
pumps,  and  steam  ami  hot  water  heating  ap- 
paratus. They  are  also  gi'iierul  agents  for 
"Ideal"  windmills,  "Ideal  Junior"  sectional- 
wheel,  vanelefS  windmills,  and  Floridasteam- 
heating  boilers.  This  is  the  only  wholesale 
house  in  the  city  dealing  in  this  line  of 
goods. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  has  been  closely  connected 
with  the  ^progressive  movements  of  the  place, 
and  has  done  his  share  in  devel<.)ping  the 
resources  of  the  county.  He  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  all  moi-al  and  social  reforms, 
and  has  ever  given  a  generous  su])port  to 
educational  enterprises.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  La  Crosse  one  term,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  for  several 
terms.  His  official  services  were  well  ren- 
dered, and  were  a  high  testimonial  to  his 
ability  and  tidelity  to  duty. 


fRVIX  GRAVES  BOYNTON,  lum- 
ber merchant.  La  Crosse,  was  l)orn  at 
■  Cortland,  New  York,  September  8, 
1847,  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Cynthia  (Graves) 
Boynton.  Edwin  Boynton  was  born  in  Coven- 
try, Connecticut,  in  1819,  of  Connecticut 
ancestry,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  Boynton  families  of  America  are  trace- 
able back  to  two  brothers,  John  and  William 
Boynton,  who  came  over  from  England  in 
early  Colonial  times.  The  first  exodus  from 
Connecticut  known  was  that  of  Justus  Boyn- 
ton, grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  settled  in  Cortland,  New  York,  in  1812. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  artisan. 

Mr.  Boynton,  whose  name    introiluces  this 
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sketch,  c'Oiniiletfd  liis  solionling  at  tlio  New 
York  Central  College  at  Mc(ira\vvilk',  New- 
York,  wlicre  he  ijnuliiateil  in  liis  sixteenth 
year.  In  IStJG  his  pai-ents  i-einnveii  toJelfer- 
8on  eonnty,  Wiseoiifin.  wliere  l^u  was  a  clerk 
tor  a  hiMiher  tiriii  tur  aliuut  tliree  years.  In 
1S()9  lie  went  to  Chicago  anil  continneil  in 
the  same  line  nf  Imsiness,  lieconiini,'  a  ])art- 
ner  tlie  next  year:  ImU  the  threat  tire  of  Octd- 
lier,  1S71.  swept  away  all  his  ])OSsessions. 
For  the  next  hnir  nr  iive  years  he  was  en- 
gatceil  in  \ariiiiis  jmrsnits,  ami  was  n)akino; 
a  gooil  start  toward  the  reparatiim  <if  his  just 
tbrtiiiic  when  the  jianic  of  lS7-i  (lisastrou>ly 
supervened.  In  l-'^SO  he  went  to  Knan.  I  )a- 
kotc,  as  a  lumber  aj^ent  tor  John  Paul,  of  i.a 
Crosse,  and  durini;  tin-  two  years  of  his  resi- 
dence there  he  was  elected  the  first  Mayor  nf 
that  town.  Ill  1SS2  he  catne  to  La  Crosse, 
and  until  1^^•J  was  superintendent  of  the 
hranch  yard  detiai'tnient  uf  Mi'.  Paul.  The 
next  tWd  yeai>  he  was  a  retail  lunilier  iiier- 
chai't  at  Sprinif  \'alley,  Minnesuta.  and  .Nini-e 
then  he  has  \vvi\  a  whule.-ale  lumlier  mer- 
chant in  LaCnisx'.  lie  is  now  Alderman  fur 
the  Nineteenth  Ward. 

Mr.  P>oynton  is  a  memher  of  the  urders 
of  V.  \-  A.  M.,  I.  ().  <).  P.,  and  K.  of  P.; 
ainl  hdtli  himself  and  wife  are  memliei-s  of 
the  liap'ist  Church,  he  lieiii^  a  deacon  in  the 
same.  He  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  to  Miss 
Nellie  A.  Parker,  a  iiati\e  nf  Inwa  and  a 
daughter  nf  .lames  i'arker,  of  Monona,  Iowa. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

jprPANK  ILMLEY.— The  l.oot  an-l  shoe 
IjyA  trade  has  many  able  .and  worthy  ex- 
o^  ponents  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  hut 
none  that  enjoy>  a  wirier  or  lietter  deserved 
jiopularity  than  the  hoot  and  shoe  emporium 


belonging  to  Prank  Bailey,  at  220  Main 
sti-eef.  and  the  citizens  of  the  jilace  refer  to 
it  with  justifiable  pride  a^  an  evidence  of 
what  the  possibilities  of  the  trade  are,  when 
distine;ui.--lied  eiiterjirise  is  allieil  to  business 
ca[iacity  of  the  hiohest  order,  and  unre- 
mitting energy  and  industry.  Mr.  Pailey 
was  born  in  Winneslieik  county,  liiwa,  .\pril 
2-j.  istil,  his  parents,  .\ndrew  anil  Mary 
lllutler)  P.ailey,  being  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  New  York  respecti\-elv.  The  father  was 
for  iiian\'  yeaiv  a  dyer  in  I']le-in.  Illinois,  and 
althouoh  riow  retired  from  the  active  iluties 
of  life,  he  was  for  thirty-five  years  a  tiller  of 
the  >oil  and  was  well  known  as  a  law-abiding 
and  useful  citizen.  He  has  now  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years,  and  throughout 
his  long  career  has  never  had  a  sericnis  spell 
of  sickness.  His  wife  died  in  March,  iStiT), 
when  forty-five  years  of  age,  her  life  having 
been  characterized  by  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty  and  :i  desire  to  fcdlow  the 
teachings  of  the  golden  rule.  Of  a  family 
of  seven  children  born  to  tlieiii,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  vonngest.  and  one  of  the 
six  surviving  members.  His  early  knowledge 
of  books  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  Iowa,  and  his  literary  education  was  fin- 
ished in  a  business  college  of  Dekorah.  At 
the  age  of  .-ixteen  years  be  began  learning 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  calling  he 
energetically  ])nrsued  until  ISSO,  when  he 
began  clerking  for  his  brother,  M.  II.  Pailey, 
in  a  general  mercantile  store  in  Hokah,  Min- 
nesota, in  whose  emjiloy  he  remained  for  four 
year>.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  entered  the  em- 
jiloy of  Quinn,  I'atchelder  &  Co.,  shoe  mer- 
chants, but  at  the  end  of  one  and  one-half 
years,  or  in  188<!,  he  opened  an  establishment 
of  hi>  own,  and  at  once  reached  the  foremost 
place  in  the  conlidence  and  patronage  of  a 
discriminating  public.     He  carries  a  stock  of 


BIOGRAPHICAL    msrouY. 


goods  valued  at  over  ^1^,000,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  and  carefully  selected 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Bailey  is  known  to  handle 
only  the  productions  of  the  most  reputable 
and  responsible  makers,  such  as  he  can  recom- 
mend and  guarantee  to  his  customers  for 
superiority  of  material,  workmanship,  style 
and  durability.  On  the  24th  of  September, 
1884,  Miss  Anna  Boelira,  daughter  of  Xever 
Boehra,  of  Hokah,  Minnesota,  became  his 
wife,  and  to  their  union  one  child  has  been 
born:  Eugene  A.,  a  bright  and  promising 
little  eon.  Mr.  Baile^'  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  socially  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  an  indus- 
trious, pushing  business  man,  has  made  his 
own  start  in  the  world,  and  deserves  much 
credit  for  the  success  of  his  efforts.  Mrs. 
Bailey's  parents  are  now  quite  advanced  in 
years,  and  are  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  Houston  county,  Minne 
sota.  To  them  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
five  daughters  were  born,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  respected,  law-abiding  citizens,  and 
are  doing  well. 

fALVlN  W.  DEMMON  of  La  Crosse, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Tuscarora, 
Livingston  county.  New  York,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1835.  He  is  of  New  England  par- 
entage, his  father,  Calvin  Demmon,  having 
been  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Swett,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  Their  earliest 
married  life  was  passed  in  Cayuga  county.  New 
York,  they  removing  to  Livingston  county 
about  1830.  Calvin  Demmon  followed  the 
occupation  of  wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing 
many  years.  His  death  occurred  near  Nnnda, 
New  York,  in  March,  1875,  his  wife  passing 
away  at  the    same    place,    August   17,  1868. 


They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  the 
eldest  and  third  of  whom,  Charlotte  and 
Warren,  died  in  chiLlhood.  B.  F.,  the  eldest 
of  tlie  family  who  grew  to  mature  years,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  wai'  of  the  rebellion,  serving 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-si.xth  Eegiment,  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  which  served  with  the 
Eleventh  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  I'otomae, 
anil  later  witli  the  Twentieth  Corps,  partici- 
pating ill  Sherman's  Atlanta  Campaign  and 
"March  to  the  Sea."  He  died  at  Nnnda, 
New  York,  in  December  1S8I>,  at  the  age  of 
about  tifty-nine  years.  The  sulgect  of  this 
sketch  and  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Ashton,  of  New 
Hartford,  Iowa,  are  the  only  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Calvin  W.  Demmon  was 
educated  in  the  school  of  his  native  village 
and  at  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at 
Lima,  New  York.  He  l)egan  teaching  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  teaching  and  attending  school 
alternately. 

He  came  West  in  March,  18G6,  and  taught 
one  term  of  school  in  Decatur,  Illinois.  In 
August,  however,  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
elected  principal  of  the  Third  Ward  school  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  This  school  enrolled  a  thou- 
sand pupils  and  employed  fifteen  teachers 
besides  the  principal.  Here  one  half  of  his 
time  was  given  to  instructing  classes,  and 
the  other  half  to  superintending  the  school. 
He  fully  sustained  the  excellent  reputation 
he  had  gained  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  as  in- 
structor, disciplinarian  and  organizer.  In 
August,  1867,  he  was  appointed  principal  of 
the  First  Ward  school  of  La  Crosse,  a  position 
he  held  for  seven  years.  This  school,  under 
his  superintendence,  was  carefully  and  thor- 
oughly graded,  and  to  him  belongs  the  honor 
of  preparing  the  first  course  of  study  for  the 
public  schools  of  La  Crosse.  He  discharged 
the  duties  of  principal  with  signal  success 
and  ability  for  seven  years,  winning  a  promi 


BIOGRAPHICAL     UI^TOHr. 


nent  place  among  the  succe-st'iil  educators  of 
the  State  in  the  iiieaiitiinc.  On  severintr  hi? 
ciinnectiun  with  the  >chiK>U  dI'  La  Crosse,  he 
left  heliiinl  him  a  univiTsal  regret  at  a  seri()n> 
loss  incnrreil,  hnt  an  inipie^sion  of  his  per- 
sonal force  u])!)!!  the  work  of  the  i^chools 
which,  it  is  state<i  tin  good  authority,  is  le'it 
to  this  day.  In  1^74,  he  enga^eii  in  tlie 
mercantile  hnsiness  at  Spring  Valley.  ^Min- 
nesota, with  Mr.  il.  F.  Varnev,  who  was  lor 
a  niimher  of  years  the  popular  principal  of 
the  Third  Ward  school  of  La  Crosse.  After 
two  years'  experience  in  the  mercantile  husi- 
ness,  Mr.  Demiuoii  removed  to  Liwa  witli 
iiis  family  and  resunieil  teaciiing,  temporarily 
in  the  high  scliool  at  Cedar  Falls.  In  1S79 
he  returned  U>  La  Crosse. 

He  has  for  many  years  heen  engaged  in 
county  history  work,  much  of  the  time  as  a 
representative  of  the  Lewis  I'uhjishing  Com- 
pany, of  Chicago,  the  puhiishers  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Deminon  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  in 
1870,  to  Miss  Laura  C.  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
Cliarles  and  Laura  Wheeler.  The  Ibrmer 
was  horn  in  Ohio,  in  18U2,  and  the  latter  in 
Massachusetts,  in  1^0S.  They  i-esided  many 
years  of  their  married  life  in  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  removing  thence  to  Adams  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  thence  to  Dunn  county.  Tlie 
fatlier  died  in  La  Crosse,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mr.-.  Adelaide  Dudley,  May  31, 
1878,  and  tlie  mother  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Demmon,  May  23.  1SS6.  There  are 
tive  surviving  memhers  of  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler.  Solon  S.,  the  eldest, 
is  a  resident  of  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin. 
He  eidisted  early  in  the  war  of  the  rehellion, 
as  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin.  lie 
was  twentj'-two  months  a  ])risoner  of  war, 
first  contined  at  lielle  Isle,  Viri,nnia,  and 
soon  after  the  ei'cction  (if  the  stockade  at 
An<lcr>onville  he  was  ti-ansfcrred  to  that 
place,  where   he  was  confineil    until   the   close 


of  the  war.  His  confinement  in  that  infa- 
mous pri.-on  pen  intduded  nearly  the  wlude 
tinu'  of  its  ixifliicc,  exhihiting  p(jwtis  of 
eiidui'aiice  in  that  mo^t  loathsome  of  rebel 
prisons,  almost  without  parallel;  Adelaide  A., 
widow  of  E.  I).  Dudley,  resides  in  I'otnona, 
California;  l-]\elvn  I.,  wife  of  T.  S.  A\  in- 
cliell,  in  Seattle.  Wa^ilington;  Mrs.  Deni- 
nii'ii  is  next  in  oi'iler  iif  birth,  having  been 
liorn  June  20,  1S49,  in  Lake  county,  Ohio; 
Charles  V...  the  yiningest,  resides  in  Day 
county,  .'^outh  Dakota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dem- 
mon have  liad  ti\e  (diildren :  I'yron  Franklin. 
Imrn  Mav  27,  ls71.  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
tien  month.-;  Nannie  Laura,  born  July  1, 
1^72,  attained  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
graduateil  at  the  high  school  of  La  Crosse,  in 
the  class  of  ISUO,  a  nujst  lovely  and  accom- 
plished girl,  and  her  death  occurred  October 
15,  of  the  same  year;  Adda  E.,  born  August 
18,  187i;  Callie' W.,  November  7,  1877,  and 
Marion  Louise,  September  2,  ISUl. 


f  ATTAIN  M.  M.  LOONEY,  Captain  of 
the  Clyde  on  the  Mississipjii  river,  is 
"^i  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  La 
Crosse,  and  although  young  in  years  lie  has 
made  a  tine  reputation  for  Imsiness  ability. 
He  was  horn  in  La  Cro>se,  Wisconsin,  June 
6,  1S54-,  and  is  the  son  of  Captain  A.  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Wright)  Looney,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  iJandolph  county,  Illinois,  born  in 
1830,  and  the  mother  of  Washington  county. 
New  York.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
S.  Looney,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Wisconsin, 
coming  here  as  early  as  ls36.  He  settled 
in  what  is  now  La  Fayette  county  and 
resided  there  until  1S52.  when  he  came  to 
La  ('i-os,-e.  The  followini^  year  he  mo\ed  to 
Minnexita.    .-ettling    in     the     \-alley    of    Koot 
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river,  and  was  the  first  wliite  settler  in  wliat 
is  still  known  as  "Looney's  Valley."  His 
death  occurred  at  Warren,  Illinois,  October 
15,  1891.  Captain  A.  II.  Looney  came  to 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  in  April,  1851,  and 
ten  years  later  moved  to  Winona  county, 
Minnesota.  In  the  spring  of  1859  he  went 
to  the  Kocky  mountains  and  was  engaged  in 
speculating  and  mining  until  1861,  when  he 
returned  to  Minnesota,  where  he  followed 
steamboating.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  located 
in  La  Crosse,  but  made  no  change  in  his 
business  for  some  time.  However  he  has 
done  but  little  on  the  river  for  the  past  ten 
years  and  is  now  in  the  l'nit..'d  States  em- 
ploy under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  general 
land  office,  having  held  that  position  most 
of  the  time  for  seven  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  fall  of  1851  to  Miss  Wright,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children,  their  eldest 
son,  Frank,  being  among  the  first  white 
children  born  in  La  Crosse.  This  son  died 
with  consumption  in  1889,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-seven.  He  was  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  and  was  as  popular  as  he  was 
widely  known.  He  was  pilot  and  Captain 
on  the  river  also.  The  remainder  of  the 
children  were  named  in  the  order  of  their 
births  as  follow^s:  Captain  JNl.  M.;  Grant, 
who  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Carrie  B.,  who  graduated  from  the  high  school 
of  La  Crosse  in  1882,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  teaching  in  the  primary  de- 
partment of  the  public  schools  here;  Lark, 
the  youngest  child,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Toms 
and  now  resides  in  La  Crosse.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Robert.  Captain  A. 
H.  Looney  is  a  man  possessed  of  many  admir- 
able qualities  of  mind  and  heart  and  his 
career  has  been  upright  and  honorable. 
Captain  M.  M.  Looney  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  La  Cros.se,  Wisconsin,  and  has 
followed  the  river  all  his  life,  the  Mississippi 


and  St.  Croix.  He  has  quite  an  extensive 
experience  and  has  l)een  a  steamboat  Captain 
for  some  time. 

He  was  married  first  in  1879,  to  Miss  Minnie 
Moore,  daughter  of  B.  J.  and  Alvina  Moore, 
of  Minnesota.  Three  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  Susie,  Ilollis  and  Wilbur. 
Mrs.  Looney  died  in  1882,  when  but  twenty- 
six  years  of  age.  She  was  a  worthy  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Captain 
Looney's  second  marriage  was  in  1889,  to 
Miss  Ella  Moore,  sister  of  his  former  wife. 
They  have  one  child,  Jerry  Thurinan.  Mrs. 
Looney  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
E])iseopal  C'liurch.  Captain  Looney  belongs 
to  several  orders.  He  takes  but  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  generally  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

fj.  KAYENAUGH,  manager  of  the 
Xorth  American  Fostal  Telegraph  Com- 
®  pany,  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is  one 
of  the  later  acquisitions  to  the  business  cir- 
cles of  the  city,  and  although  comparatively 
a  new  man  he  is  fast  working  into  the  front 
line  in  his  business,  and  ranks  among  the 
leading  men  of  his  calling  in  this  portion  of 
the  State.  He  brings  with  him  business  ca- 
pacity and  sagacity,  which,  coupled  with  an 
extensive  experience  in  his  calling,  as  well 
as  in  other  lines  of  business,  enables  him  to 
readily  take  an  advanced  position  in  any 
community.  He  was  born  in  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  July  1,  18(>8,  to  Torrence  and 
Elizabeth  (Burns)  Kavenaugh.  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Ireland,  the  former  being  still 
engaged  in  contracting  in  Dane  county,  Wis- 
consin, although  fifty-seven  yeai-s  of  age. 
He  has  won  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  and  is  an  honored  citizen  of  the 
section    in  which  he   resides.      His  wife,  who 
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is  about  the  same  age  as  liiinself,  is  possessed 
of  those  womanly  praces  and  virtues  which 
make  a  jileasaiit  home,  and  they  are  n\iml)ered 
among  the  pioneer  residents  of  their  adojited 
county.  Roth  are  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  reared  their  children  in 
this  faith. 

J.  J.  Kaxcnaugli  is  the  third  of  their  six 
children,  and  was  educated  in  tlie  public  and 
private  schools  of  ^Madison,  Wisconsin. 
When  thirteen  years  of  age  lie  took  charge 
of  the  telegra])h  ofHce  at  at  I'ortage,  Wiscon- 
sin, as  day  operator,  and  after  working  six 
months  was  promoted  to  the  dispatcher's 
ofliee  at  Stevens'  Point,  Wisconsin.  At  the 
end  of  one  year  he  was  sent  to  St.  Paul, 
Miimesota,  and  there  worked  as  a  day  ojjera- 
tor  for  one  year  in  charge  of  the  Crreat  IS'orth- 
ern  Kailroad.  Following  this  he  worked  in 
Heron,  Montana,  one  year  as  manager  of  the 
NortheiTi  Pacific  Telegraph  Company,  then 
accepted  his  old  position  in  St.  Paul,  and  in 
1886  came  to  La  Crosse,  wliere  he  has  been 
ever  since.  He  worked  in  the  Western  Union 
until  1887,  when  he  accepted  his  present 
position,  which  he  has  tilled  in  a  very  satis- 
factory maiinei'.  During  all  his  changes  in 
telegrajiliic  work  he  has  never  been  discharged, 
but  on  the  contrary  has  the  best  of  testimoni- 
als as  to  his  etliciency.  He  has  always  been 
strictly  temperate,  and  neither  smokes,  chews 
nor  drinks.  He  is  very  methodical  in  his 
liabits,  and  his  course  of  life  from  year  to 
year  does  not  deviate  from  the  established 
rules  adopted  years  ago.  He  is  of  a  social 
disposition,  and  his  many  sterling  character- 
istics make  him  an  acquisition  to  the  business 
and  social  circles  of  La  Crosse.  He  was  the 
youngest  operator  in  the  I'nited  States  when 
at  Portage,  Wisconsin,  and  l)cfore  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  received  S.jd  per 
month  for  his  services. 

He  was    mari-ied  in  La  Crosse,  October  24, 


1888,  to  Miss  Sarah  Masterson,  daugh'.er  of 
dohn  and  Sai'ali  Master.-jon,  of  La  Crosse,  the 
formerof  >vhom  died  in  1869  when  about  fifty 
years  of  aije.  The  widow  is  still  living,  an 
honored  resident  of  La  Crosse.  They  were  the 
oldest  residents  of  Vernon  county  from  Ohio, 
in  which  State  Mr.  Mastersou  was  a  successful 
and  wealthy  farmer.  Li  the  early  history  of 
this  State  he  carried  the  mail  on  horseback 
from  Rising  Sun  to  La  Crosse  for  three  years. 
He  was  an  intitnate  friend  of  cx-Govei-nor 
Rusk,  and  was  familiarly  known  as  ••  Cncle 
John  "  by  the  many  who  knew  and  loved  him. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lyons,  was 
twice  married,  her  first  husliand  being  Michael 
Morrison.  He  was  frozen  to  death  within 
one-half  mile  of  his  liome.  with  c>ther.-,  in 
the  winter  of  1S65.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  children:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Hugh 
Donahoe;  Anna,  wife  of  P.  K.  Mann;  Mar- 
garet, who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
To  Mr.  Masterson  and  his  wife  three  daugh- 
ters were  born:  Ella,  a  milliner  of  La  Crosse; 
Dora,  wife  of  J.  P.  Rogers,  of  Glasgow,  Mon- 
tana, and  Mrs.  Kavenaugh,  who  is  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  One  chiM  has  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  fvavenaugh:  Helen, 
who  is  a  bright  little  girl  now  three  years  of 
age.  His  residence  is  a  pleasant  and  attractive 
one.  an  air  of  refinement  and  taste  pervades 
all  its  surroundings;  and  the  generous  and 
trui'-hearled  hospitality  displayed  there  is  the 
delight  of  the  many  friends  who  gather  be- 
neath its  i'(.iof. 


riLLIAM    R.   SILL,  of  La  Crosse,  is  a 


t|   native  (.)f  Wi 


>r,  Connecticut,  born 


in  1822.  He  is  of  English  descent,  of 
the  sex'enth  generation  in  this  country,  dat- 
ing back  to  1»J;58.  Mr,  Sill  spent  the  early 
<lays  of  his    business    life    in    the    practice  of 
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civil  engineering  on  railroads,  and  came  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1853  to  take  cliarge 
of  the  constrnction  of  the  La  Crosse  &  Mil- 
waukee Railroad,  and  retained  connection 
with  that  road  under  its  varif)ns  titles  (with 
the  exception  of  two  years)  until  1866. 

He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  185t^),  and  with 
others  platted  the  village  of  North  La  Crosse, 
he  owning  one-fourth  of  same  and  acting  as 
agent  for  the  other  owners.  He  also  lieeame 
interested  in  the  lumber  business  in  185(5, 
and  aided  in  building  one  of  the  four  sawmills 
constructed  during  that  year  in  Noi-tli  La 
Crosse,  and  o]ierated  the  same  up  to  1880. 
He  was  one  of  the  company  ("and  manager) 
to  Imild  the  wagon  road  between  La  Crosse 
and  North  La  Crosse,  which  road  was  made 
passable  early  in  1857,  and  was  afterwards 
turned  over  to  the  city,  and  is  to-day  prol)ably 
the  greatest  thoroughfare  in  Western  Wis- 
consin. 

In  May,  1858,  he  was  married  to  ^fary  C 
Edgar,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  started  house- 
keeping on  the  corner  of  State  and  Tenth 
streets,  La  Crosse,  and  has  occupied  the  same 
premises  as  resident  to  this  date. 


4M5-. 


fUXCAN  D.  McMillan,  banker.  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin. — Mr.  McMillan,  who 
has  been  identified  with  the  best  inter- 
ests of  La  Crosse  for  many  years,  and  who  is 
president  of  the  State  Bank  of  this  city,  was 
born  in  Stormont  county,  Ontario,  Canada, 
June  20,  1837,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent, 
his  parents,  D.  B.  and  ]\[ary  (McMillan) 
McMillan,  both  being  natives  of  Scotland. 
(See  sketch  of  Alexander  McMillan.)  Duncan 
McMillan  received  a  thorough  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Canada,  and  first  started 
out  for  himself  by  engaging  in  the  lumber 
business  in  his  native  country.      He   came   to 


La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  November  13,  1850, 
and  was  with  his  brothers.  John  an<l  Alex- 
ander, in  the  lumber  trade  for  some  time. 
He  subsequently  studied  law  with  his  brother, 
E.  H.  McMillan,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  but 
never  practiced  that  profession,  as  other  pur- 
suits engaged  his  attention.  Li  August, 
1863,  he  wag  in  the  ordnance  department 
with  Captain  J.  H.  Ilurdick  for  several  months 
after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  and  latei'  he  was 
in  the  (^iiartertnaster's  department  for  a  year 
with  Captain  A.  II.  Eddy,  who  was  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
^Iv.  McMillan  engaged  permanently  in  the 
liunl>er  l)usiness  in  186J:,  and  has  followed 
that  until  the  present  time.  He  and  his 
brother  owned  the  gas  works  in  La  Crosse,  but 
the  former  sold  out  in  1882.  The  following 
year  he  was  elected  president  of  the  State 
Bank  of  La  Crosse,  which  position  he  has 
held  ever  since.  He  was  elected  president 
of  the  Black  River  Improvement  Comjiany, 
and  iias  been  a  director  in  the  same  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  Alderman  of  the  city 
in  1878-'79,  also  a  member  of  the  Jniard 
of  Supervisors,  served  seven  years  in  the 
City  Council,  an<l  served  on  the  Board  of 
Education  tnr  two  terms.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Bridge  Committee  that 
built  the  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  McMillan  is 
a  man  possessed  of  extraordinary  executive 
ability,  good  judgment  and  dignity,  and  to 
these  qualities  the  able  and  efficient  discharge 
of  his  ofiicial  duties  may  be  attributed.  His 
official  i-elations  have  prcn-en  his  sympathy 
for  the  city's  best  interests,  and  his  fellow- 
townsmen  have  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  his  services  by  several  re-elections  to  the 
same  ofiice.  Mr.  McMillan  was  married  in 
1860  to  Miss  Mary  J.  McCrea,  daughter  of 
Stepjjen  McCrea,  of  Canaila.  They  have  six 
children   now   living,   namely:    Mai-y    I.,  wit'e 


BIOGHAl'UICAL     UISTOIiT. 


of  Dr.  Rowles,  a  prominent  pliysician  of  La 
Crosse;  John  II.,  at  Fort  Wortli.  Texas, 
engaged  in  tlio  crrain  trade;  lie  was  for  three 
years  messenger  in  the  State  Bank,  after 
which  lie  spent  two  years  in  the  grain  busi 
ness  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  with  thetinn 
of  Osborn  &  McMillan.  William  I),  is  with 
his  brother  John ;  he  was  a  student  at  Lake 
Forest  College  for  two  years.  Dan  is  also  at 
Fort  Worth,  and  Jennie  and  Bessie  are  pupils 
of  the  La  Crosse  public  schools.  Mr.  Mc. 
Millan  and  wife  are  worth}'  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the  former  is 
trustee;  are  leading  and  popular  members 
of  society,  and  possess  social  qualities  of  a 
high  order.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  for- 
merly a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  but 
since  1S72  lias  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  McMillan  deservedly  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  in  his  otKcial  and  busi- 
ness relations,  and  a  generous  appreciation  as 
a  srood  citizen. 


POTT,  Sk.,  is  the  proprietor  of  the  West 
Wisconsin  Iron  Works,  located  at  La 
*  rosse,  and  has  associated  with  him  in 
business  his  three  sons:  13.,  dr.,  who  is  vice- 
president;  Fred.  A.,  wdio  is  treasurei'  anil  book- 
keeper, and  John,  wdio  is  general  superintend- 
ent. This  is  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  and 
representative  houses  engaged  in  the  iron 
foundry  business  in  the  city,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  this  enterprise  dates  from  187'J,  when 
it  was  estal)lished  by  Mr.  Ott.  The  shop  is 
equipped  with  tbr  iiest  and  latest  im]iro\e- 
ments  in  machinery  and  tools  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  this  important  business, 
and  steady  employment  is  given  to  eleven 
skilled  mechanics.  In  1S(;7  Mr.  Ott  and 
Joseph  Harter  invented  the  twine  biniier — the 


first  ever  invented  in  the  country — a  part  of 
which  is  used  at  the  present  time.  They 
sold  the  patent  to  McCormick  and  the  Deer- 
ing  ilanufacturing  Company,  but  it  has 
now  run  out  and  the  machines  are  in  general 
use.  The  members  of  this  firm  are  machinists, 
mill  turnishers.  engine  builders  and  are  the 
agents  for  pumjis,  engines,  governors,  etc. 
Mr.  (Jtt  invented  the  bark-shaving  mill,  a 
machine  for  cutting  the  bark  for  tanners, 
and  this  they  patented  in  1S85,  taking  out 
three  patents.  B.  Ott,  Sr.,  was  liorn  in 
Bavaria.  June  3,  1836,  and  came  with  his 
pai-ents.  John  and  Magdalena  (Wiesinanj 
Ott,  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  ISil,  where 
the  father  followed  the  calling  of  a  stone- 
cutter. The  father  died  December  17,  1373, 
when  sixty- seven  years  old,  the  mother's 
death  occurring  December  13,  1S7S,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  three.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  B.  Ott  was  the  second 
of  their  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  began  life  for  himself  by  peddling 
matches  in  BuH'alo,  New  York,  and  later  in 
Milwaukee.  His  next  i)usin?ss  was  in  strip- 
ping and  packing  tobacco,  and  this  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  olitained  a  position  at  mixing 
clay  with  his  feet  in  a  tile  factory,  in  which 
occupation  many  othei-  boys  were  engaged. 
Following  this  he  was  engaged  in  putting  up 
stoves  for  a  stove  factory  of  Milwaukee,  after 
which  he  was  put  to  grinding  and  polishing 
flat  irons  with  the  firm  of  Decker  ct  Saville 
(now  E.  I*.  Ellisj  and  later  became  an  ap- 
prentice in  a  machine  shop  with  Turken  ife 
Circums.  In  tlie  fall  of  1854,  he  went  to 
l)ubu(jue,  Iowa.  whei-.  he  worked  at  his  trade 
in  the  foundry  and  machine  shoji  of  liuggles 
Walter  until  1^50,  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse. 
He  lirst  secured  eiiqiloyment  with  Thomas  & 
Stanrteld.ou  tlireshiug-miichines,  after  which 
he  served  in  the  same  capacity  with  George 
M.  Leech  in   the    Pioneer   founilrv,    and  after 
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Mr.  Leecli  sold  out  to  C.  0.  and  E.  G. 
Smitii  lie  remained  with  these  gentlemen  until 
they  sold  to  Thornely  &  James,  when  he 
established  his  present  business.  He  has  been 
Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  of  La  Crosse 
one  season,  and  has  served  as  city  Alderman 
one  term.  He  has  been  and  is  now  a  director 
of  one  of  the  building  and  loan  associations 
of  the  city, — the  La  Crosse  Building  and 
Loan  Association, — and  has  otherwise  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  city. 

February  14,  1857,  Theresa  Ulrich  of  Mil- 
waukee l)ecaine  his  wife,  and  is  the  mother 
of  his  nine  children:  Benedict,  married  to 
Lina  Bichter,  by  whom  he  has  one  child; 
(4usta,  John,  George,  who  married  Lizzie 
Tultns;  Teresa,  wife  of  Arnold  Roemer; 
Willie,  a  bookkeeper  for  Segelke  &  Kaul- 
house,  and  married  to  Lena  Blunistrib;  Fred, 
a  bookkeeper  in  his  father's  factory,  Ida, 
Gustave  and  Matilda.  Mr.  Ott  is  a  member 
of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
his  political  views  is  independent  He  is  a 
skillful  and  excellent  workman,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  for  his  sterliui,^  wortli  and  many 
admirable  qu  ilities. 


ip\ON.  ADELBERT  E.  BLEEKMAX,  of 
sl(lf\  the  law  firm  of  Bleekman  &  Bloomino;- 
■^(g  dale,  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Salisbury, 
Herkimer  county,  New  York,  March  26, 
184(5.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Holland 
ancestry,  and  on  the  maternal  side  lie  is  of 
German  extraction.  His  great-grandfather, 
Daniel  Bleekman,  a  Hollander,  K  cated  near 
Stratford,  Connecticut,  prior  to  the  IJevoIu- 
tionary  war,  and  belonged  to  a  community  of 
colonists.  He  was  one  of  a  party  who  erected 
a  liberty  pole,  and  protected  it  from  tiie 
British  ax  by  forging  nails  and  driving 
them  into  the  pole. 


He  was  a  soldier  all  througli  the  lievohi- 
tionary  war.  and  was  with  Ethan  Allen  when 
he  demanded  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga 
'•in  the  name  of  the  great  Jehovah  and  the 
Continental  Congress."  Ebenezer  Bleekman, 
a  son  of  Daniel,  and  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  partiri- 
pated  in  the  historic  battle  of  Sackett's 
Harbor. 

Warren  Bleekman,  the  father  of  Adelhert 
E.,  was  born  at  Stratford,  Fulton  county, 
New  York,  December  14,  18H),  and  died  at 
La  Fayette,  Ohio,  September  2,  180-5.  His 
wife,  Amanda  Jacobs,  was  born  in  Salisbury, 
New  York,  February  20,  1820,  and  died  at 
the  same  place  as  iier  husband,  March  7, 
1857.  Three  children  were  born  to  them: 
Adelbert  E.,  Herbert  E.  and  Ernest  Ij.  After 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Bleekman,  Mr.  B.  married 
again,  and  had  one  child,  Mary  A. 

In  1850  the  family  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  our  subject  attended  schools  of  va- 
rious grades  until  his  enlistment  in  the  army, 
which  occurred  February  24,  180 1,  being 
assigned  to  Company  A,  Second  Ohio  Cav- 
alry. The  company  was  organized  at  Akron. 
From  the  time  of  his  enlistment  until  he  re- 
ceived a  disabling  injur}',  lie  participated  in 
all  of  the  engagements  of  his  regiment;  ttiok 
part  in  the  Wilderness  campaign,  being  with 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps  on  the  right  during 
the  terrible  fighting  of  May  5,  1804.  He 
was  in  the  engagement  of  Spottsylvania,  Han- 
over Courthouse,  Ashland  Station  and  Mal- 
vern Hill;  he  was  witli  the  AVilson  raiding 
party,  which  destroyed  the  Danville  and  Wel- 
doii  Kaili'oad.  He  rei-.eived  a  severe  injury 
to  his  leg,  and  was  sent  to  the  City  l^oint 
Hospital,  and  thence  to  Washington,  where 
he  obtained  a  furlough,  remaining  at  home 
forty-five  days  during  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1864.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
service  June  80,  1805.      Kelurning  home  he 


BIOORAPHICAL     niSToRY. 


ugain  entered  scliool;  he  was  a  student  at  tlie 
academy  at  Little  Falls,  New  York,  and  after- 
ward at  Albert  CiiUei^e,  Belleville,  <  )ntario. 
In  Marcli.  ISHD.  lie  located  at  Totnali.  Wis- 
consin, and  taniflit  school  two  years,  mean- 
while devotin^'  his  leisure  hours  to  the  stu<ly 
of  Vaw.  In  Se|itenilier,  1870,  lie  was  admitted 
to  practice,  and  in  July  of  the  followinrr  year 
lie  opened  an  otticc  foi-  the  jjractice  of  his 
profession  in  Totnali.  lie  was  electei!  to  the 
Assembly  of  Wisconsin  in  the  fall  of  ls72, 
and  in  the  followinj^  year  he  was  cliosen  to 
represent  his  party  in  the  State  Senate.  At 
the  close  of  the  senatorial  term  he  removed 
to  Sparta,  where  he  continued  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  until  1886,  the  date  of 
his  removal  to  La  Crosse.  In  1870  he  was 
elected  District  Attorney  of  Monroe  county, 
ill  which  position  he  scrveil  (jne  term.  Since 
loc:iting  ill  La  Crossi'  Mr.  Bleekman  has 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  his  pi-ofes- 
sioiial  Work,  and  li;is  ih'clint'd  any  honors  not 
connected  with  his  legal  interests.  .\  close 
student,  with  ample  facilities  for  self-improve- 
ment, a  tine  professional  library,  a  highly 
developed  literary  taste,  and  a  fluent  speaker, 
it  is  not  strange  that  he  soon  received  recog- 
nition as  a  trial  lawyer  among  the  most  able 
and  succes.-ful  attorneys  in  the  city.  lie  is 
cbisely  devoted  tn  his  profession,  and  makes 
that  paramount  to  all  other  considerations. 
A  large  and  iiicrea>ing  practice  is  tlii'  legiti- 
mate outgrowth  of  close  attenti(jn  to  Ini^i- 
ness  in  all  it<  iletails. 

Mr.  iJleekman  has  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife,  l-'.li/a.  daughter  of  'i'iniothy 
and  Tirzuh  larnhain,  of  Belleville,  Ontario, 
died  in  .\pril.  1875,  leaving  one  child,  Will- 
iam v..  August  24.  1870.  Mr.  B.  was  mar- 
ried to  Alice,  dalii;hter  of  Ilarvev  and  .Mai'ia 
('Wiiitonl  Bush,  of  Tomali.  Wisconsin.  Three 
children  li.ave  blessed  this  nniiui:  Katie  (de- 
ceasedj.  Adelbert   E.  and  Biith.      Mr.  B.  is  a 


Iie]»ubli.-aii  in  politics,  and  socially  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  (;.  A.  R.,  I.  O.  O.  F.  A:  A.  F.  it 
A.  M. 


?|^  K.  IlOKXK  is  a  member  of  the  tiriii  of 
i'll^  Miller  A:  llorne,  wlio>e  tine  wholesale 
■^<'|  *  and  retail  ci^nd^ery  establishment  is 
located  at  322  Pearl  street.  La  Crosse.  AVis- 
consin.  This  flourishing  concern  was  founded 
in  r)ecember,  1800,  and  they  have  secured 
for  their  stock  in  ti'ade  the  enviaiile  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  best  and  m(,)St  comprehen- 
sive in  its  line  of  all  in  the  city.  Their 
commercial  career  has  been  one  highly  credit- 
able in  every  respect,  and  they  have  already 
gained  the  contidence  of  leading  mercantile 
and  financial  circles,  and  are  merchants  of 
the  highest  stamling  and  soundest  judgment, 
whose  success  has  been  develojied  upon  the 
sure  basis  of  efficiency  and  integrity.  The 
business  now  is  800  per  cent,  greater  than  it 
wa~  in  the  same  building  before  the  present 
partnership  was  formed,  and  but  few  of  tlie 
jieople  of  La  Crosse  know  the  vast  amount  of 
goods  hiudled  by  this  firm.  In  addition  to 
their  store  they  have  several  large  storage 
rooms,  with  a  capacity  eipial  to  tive  times  that 
of  their  retail  store,  and  their  freight  bills 
are  perhaps  the  hu'eest  of  all  in  the  mercantile 
line  in  the  city.  Mr.  Ilornc  was  born  in 
Iowa,  March  18,  1808,  to  II.  B.  and  J.  K. 
(Baird)  Ilorne,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  .Xortlnimberlaiid,  England,  and  the  latter 
in  Canaila.  The  lather's  trade  was  cabinet- 
making,  but  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
been  a  market  gardener.  Both  parents  are 
still  livine-  and  reareil  a  family  of  seven  cliil- 
ilren,  tive  if  whom  are  living,  the  Mibject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  eldest  of  the  family. 
He  obtained  his  education  in  the  |iiiblic 
schools,   and    after   workiuir     in    a    fruit   and 
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fancY  grocery  house  at  McGregor,  Iowa,  for 
some  time,  he  began  traveling  for  tlie  firm, 
contimiiiig  in  their  employ  for  four  years, 
following  which  he  was  with  a  La  Crosse 
wholesale  grocery  house  for  six  years.  He 
was  a  shrewd,  yet  perfectly  honorable  sales- 
man, and  his  services  were  highly  valued  by 
his  employers.  In  1888  Miss  Ellen  Bowen, 
of  Marysville,  California,  became  his  wife,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
a  bright  little  daughter  of  two  summers, 
Ellen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Home  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  p(5litics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Kepublican  ])arty.  Mr. 
Home  and  Mr.  Miller  have  paved  their  own 
way  to  success,  and  are  reaping  the  reward 
of  industry  and  integrity. 

PAVID  LAW,  who  is  now  retired  irom 
active  business,  was  formerly  connected 
with  some  of  the  leading  enterprises  of 
La  Crosse,  and  is  fully  entitled  to  the  follow- 
ing space  in  the  history  of  La  Crosse  county. 
He  was  born  September  17,  1833,  at  Jaines- 
town,  Chautauqua  county,  Xew  Vork,  and  is 
a  son  of  Hiram  and  Johanna  (Arnold)  Law. 
The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  David  ^Vrnold, 
who  was  one  of  the  tii-st  white  settlers  of 
Chautauqua  county,  New  York.  Our  sulg'ect 
lived  at  Jamestown  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  receiving  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. In  the  spring  of  1855  he  came  West 
and  located  at  La  Crosse.  His  first  business 
venture  was  in  cutting  and  storing  ice  and 
furnishing  supplies  to  steamboats.  He  car- 
ried on  this  enterprise  four  or  five  years, 
and  then  purchased  the  omnibus  line  of  Mr. 
Blossom.  Later  he  bou'ght  an  interest  in  the 
livery  business  from  Tiiomas  Davis,  and  af- 
terwards added  the  transfer  line  of  Mr.  ^L^t- 
calf,  continuing  the  management  of  the  three 


branches  until  1861,  when  he  disposed  of 
the  entire  business. 

Upijn  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  service,  and  had  l)een  on 
duty  two  years  when  his  health  failed  him, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  home. 
In  18tj5  he  bought  his  old  ti-ansfcr  line,  and 
built  up  an  enormous  business.  In  l'<74  he 
engaged  in  the  lumlier  business,  forming  lor 
this  purpose  the  firm  of  Haekett,  Law  tt 
Mosher.  Mr.  Haekett  retiring  in  1870,  the 
firm  became  Law  &  Mosher,  and  this 
relationship    existed     until  iSSt"). 

]\Ir.  Law  was  united  in  marriage,  I)ecem- 
ber  25,  1S61.  to  Miss  Emma  Smith,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Smith.  To  thi'in  have  been 
born  five  children:  Lillie  M..  Charles,  Archie, 
Josie  and  Sydney. 

Politically  Mr.  Law  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  served  as  Mar- 
shal of  La  Crosse  for  three  years,  as  Alderman 
nine  years,  and  as  Mayor  three  years.  He 
has  filled  these  various  positions  with  much 
credit  to  himself,  and  has  made  a  most  effi- 
cient officer.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  his  party,  and  has  been  a  promi- 
nent member  <:if  its  cour.cils.  He  is  now 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  as  be- 
fore stateil,  but  the  commerce  of  the  county 
for  many  years  felt  the  strong  impetus  of 
his   touch,    and  was  greatly  profited    tliereby. 


il 


*^,ENliY  C.  HEATH,  the  present  Grand 
Recorder  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Wiscon- 
~^ii  sin.  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yoi-k,  May  31, 
1S31.  When  a  lad  of  eight  years  hi^  jiar- 
ents  removed  to  Plattsburg,  New  York,  and 
there  the  father  engaged  in  the  business  nf 
marble-cutting.  In  his  early  youth  our  sub- 
ject was  employed  in  those  oceu[)ations  which 
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assured  liiiii  a  rolmst  physical  develoi)iiieiit, 
a  possessiuii  that  lias  Ik'uii  of  tlie  jjrt'att'st 
value  to  him.  lie  received  an  aeadeiiiie  edn- 
catioti.  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
went  to  learn  the  carriaj:;einaker"s  trade. 
This  he  rapidly  ae(piired,  and  in  1852  he 
etnhai-ked  in  the  Imsiiiess  on  his  (i\vn  acc'oiint: 
he  operated  a  factory  at  Kandolph,  New 
York,  for  three  years,  meeting  with  marked 
success.  Desirous  of  seeinir  something  of 
the  West,  he  sold  tliis  husiness  and  came 
to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  estah- 
lished  himself  in  the  same  trade,  and  in  c(.>n- 
neetion  with  the  manufacture  of  ca^^iage^, 
did  luiilding  and  conti-actinjj;  in  jiartner.-hii) 
with  his  brother,  W.  V.  Heath.  Their  husi^ 
ness  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
founil  it  to  their  advantage  to  admit  another 
partner,  and  in  ISSU  Mr.  K.  (_'.  Tift  joined 
the'i':  the  old  firm  id'  Heath  A:  Tift  will 
long  he  rememln'red  hy  the  pioneer  citizens 
of  La  Crosse.  At  the  end  of  two  years  Mr. 
Tift  hought  the  entire  husiness. 

Mr.  Heath's  ne.xt  investment  was  in  a  pho- 
tograph gallery,  which  he  hought  of  d.  S.  I'at- 
ten.  This  enterpi'ise  claimed  his  attention 
until  ISIJT.  when  he  sold  out  and  embarked 
in  the  wholesale  and  retail  gruccry  husiness 
with  ().  II.  Smith  as  a  pai't  ncr,  the  lirm  name 
heing  Heath  iV  Siiiitli.  In  1^70  he  pur- 
eluiM-d  .Mr.  Smith's  intci'est  in  the  c(]nceni. 
and  conducted  it  alone  until  1S74:,  when  he 
clo.sed  out  and  return('<j  to  the  photographic 
art.  He  bought  the  gallery  of  J.  A.  Ray- 
mond, and  by  cluse  attention  soon  became  an 
expei't  operator.  Thei-e  is  scai'cely  a  collec;- 
tion  ot'  photogi-ai)hs  in  La  Crnsse  that  does 
nut  ccintain  a  speciiricti  of   his  wurk. 

In  Scjitembcr,  l^Tt!,  he  became  a  member 
of  tlu>  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
and  I''(diruiiry  2,  1S77,  he  was  elected  (irand 
Kecorder.  He  brmighl  tothis  oliice  the  same 
l.Misiness    methods,    good   judgment    anil    tact 


which  he  had  always  exercised  in  his  private 
affairs.  He  has  so  C(iuiplet(dv  won  the 
contidencc  and  good  will  of  the  order  that 
lie  has  been  electecl  to  the  otlice  to  succeed 
himself  since  1S77  to  the  pre.-ent  time.  His 
lastelection  was  at  Milwaukee,  in  May,  iS'.ll. 
He  has  several  times  repre>ciiti-d  this  juris- 
diction in  the  Supreme  Lndge  of  the  order, 
filling  the  position  with  great  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  advantage  of  the  entire  order. 
In  ls^5  the  work  of  theotficeof  the  (irand 
lieciirder  had  reached  siudi  jirnportions  as  to 
riMpiire  the  entire  time  of  .Mi'.  Heath.  He 
disposed  of  his  private  interests  and  has 
since  heen  devoting  his  time  excdusively  to 
the  business  of  the  order.  He  has  been  a 
most  efficient  officer,  cnurtt-ous  and  obligino, 
anil  has  won  a  wide  circh' of  friend.-  through- 
out the  State. 


PAVID  AUSTIN,  a  memher  of  the  Saw- 
yer &  Austin  Lumber  Company,  is  a 
-.£?  native  of  Scotland,  but  cume  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  l^i55,  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  The  family  settled  in  Cattaraugus 
county.  New  Yoi-k,  where  he  receiveil  his 
education  in  the  common  scluxds.  In  the 
fall  of  184S  he  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business  on  the  Alleghany  rixt'r,  at  Alleghany, 
New  Yolk,  where  he  remained  sixteen  or 
eighteen  \ears.  He  then  idii>ed  up  his  busi- 
ness and  i-rmoved  to  ("ieveland.  ()liio.  wdiere 
he  conducted  a  lunibei-  biisine>s  tor  foui-  \t'ars. 
The  tide  ol' cmigrat  ioiiw  as  sweeping  strongly 
to  the  frontier,  which  was  not  then  remo\ed 
fai-  fiDin  the  banks  nf  the  Mis^is^i]lpi  ri\er, 
and  drifting  with  the  curri'iit  he  came  to  La 
Cro>se,  where  he  formed  a  partnei-ship  with 
A.  K.  Sawyer,  of  illack  Kiver  Fall.-,  Wis- 
ciiii>iii,  under  the  (iini  name  of  Saw\er  it 
Austin,    fur   tiie    jiurpose    of    cari'ying    on    a 
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general  lciij;giiii^  and  luinlicr  Imsiiicss  on  P.lack 
river,  witli  headquarters  at  La  Crosse.  In 
the  spring  of  1S72  ilr.  Austin  removed  to 
La  Crosse,  the  fimi  continnini,''  in  l)nsiness 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Sawyer.  His  widow 
and  son,  William  E.,  still  held  an  interest  in 
the  establishment  until  the  hiisiness  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Sawyer  & 
Austin  Lumber  Company.  They  have  their 
offices  and  sawniills  located  at  La  Crosse,  and 
are  doing  a  large  bnsiness;  their  logs  come 
from  the  Black  and  Chippewa  I'ivers,  wdiere 
they  own  large  tracts  of  land. 

Although  Mr.  Austin  lacks  but  li\-e  years 
of  the  allotted  three  score  and  ten  years,  he 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  commercial  enter- 
prises, confining  the  most  of  his  time  to  the 
lumber  trade,  which  he  has  steadil)-  fullowed 
since  1848. 

He  has  been  twice  married:  his  lirst  union 
was  in  1851,  to  Miss  Lovina  Crosby,  of 
Franklinville,  Xew  York.  Slie  died  October 
1, 1864,  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom, 
Ora  G.,  is  still  living;  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Sawyer  &  Austin  Lumber  Corapan}-. 
The  second  marriage  was  in  1806,  to  iliss 
Millie  Baillet,  of  Ellicottville.  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  E.  Baillet,  who  was 
County  Clerk  of  Cattaraugus  county,  Xew 
York,  for  nine  years,  and  Deputy  Clerk  for 
three  years  or  more. 

During  his  long  business  career  Mr.  Aus- 
tin has  lieen  too  closely  occupied  to  give  much 
attention  to  politics,  but  he  served  as  Mayor 
of  La  Crosse  in  1887  and  1888.  He  is  at 
this  time  a  member  of  the  School  IJoard  of 
the  city,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  our  educational  system.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  Club,  a 
literary  association,  and  of  the  La  Crosse  Club 
a  social  organization  of  the  liusiness  men  of 
the  city.  Since  coming  to  the  county  he  has 
been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  all   those  enter- 


prises which  advance  the  general  welfare,  and 
he  lias  Won  a  I'eputatiini  fur  homirable  and 
upright  dealing  whi(di  has  characterized  the 
operations  of  his  cor]>oration. 


%EDER  OLATS  EVENSEN,  editor  and 
t^  publisher  of  Yiinlcn,  a  weekly  news- 
~3c  ]:aperin  the  Norwegian  language,  issued 
at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  near  the 
historical  town  of  Eids\nld,  Xnrway,  nearly 
forty-nine  years  ago,  namely,  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1848.  Ills  father  was  a  farmer 
at  this  ]>lace,and  hei'e  the  son  remained  until 
his  seventeenth  year,  assisting  his  parents  in 
their  vvoi'k,  and  obtaining  such  education  as 
tlie  locality  afforded. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  the  old 
homestead,  with  his  mind  made  )ip  to  learn 
more  of  the  world.  The  transactions  of 
mercantile  business  appeared  es|)ecially  at- 
tractive to  him,  and  he  succeede<l  in  olttain- 
ing  a  situation  with  a  large  wholesale  mill- 
ing establishment  at  Moss,  Noi'way.  Be- 
sides acquiring  a  practical  educaticui  in  otHce 
work,  he  took  aii vantage  of  the  spare  tinje 
allowed  him  to  further  improve  his  mind  by 
attending  a  private  scliool  of  higher  instiuic- 
tion.  The  house  with  which  he  was  em- 
ployed advanced  him  later  to  the  positii.ui  of 
traveling  salesman,  in  which  employment  he 
continued  for  live  years,  from  1803  to  1868. 
It  was  while  engao-ed  in  this  employment 
that  he  laid  the  foundation  for  those  careful 
and  sound  business  mt'tliods  which  have 
stood  him  in  so  good  stead  in  later  life.  His 
next  residence  was  in  Fredrikstad,  where  he 
carried  on  a  grocery  bnsiness  of  his  own  until 
1874.  When  he  abandoned  this  occupation 
it  was  to  accept  a  situation  on  the  railway 
system  of  Western  Norway.  Here  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  station  agent,  wliich 
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is   A   very   responsible   urtice    in    the   niilway 
service  of  tliat  coiuitry. 

Tlie  opportiinities  for  progress  and  finan- 
cial improvement  were,  however,  small  in  his 
native  laml,  and  he  determined  to  emigrate 
to  America,  this  grand  country  where  the 
mind  as  well  as  the  purse  have  greater  op- 
portunities lor  growth.  In  1877  he  landed 
on  the^e  siiores,  and  was  forced  to  take  hold 
of  whatever  employment  first  came  to  hand, 
as  thousands  liavedone  botli  before  and  since. 
He  began  with  the  hotel  business  at  La 
Crosse,  AVisconsin,  in  ISsO,  and  carried  it  on 
successfully  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to 
give  it  up.  lie  was  of  too  active  tempera- 
ment, however,  to  remain  idle  long,  and  soon 
began  casting  about  for  a  different  occujia- 
tion.  Every  cloud  lias  its  silver  lining,  they 
sa\-,  and  so  it  was  with  Wr.  I^vcnsen's  career 
at  this  time.  In  looking  over  the  situation 
in  searcli  of  a  more  congenial  employment  he 
tliought  of  the  newspaper  publishing  busi- 
ness. No  time  in  the  history  of  La  Crosse 
could  have  been  more  (i])portune  for  the 
lauiiching  of  such  an  enterprise,  although  it 
might  ajipear  upon  fir^t  thought  that  to  start 
a  Norwegian  paper  in  that  ])lace  was  to  in- 
vite certain  ruin  and  defeat.  Two  weekly 
Dewspajiers  in  the  Norwegian  language  had 
alroa<ly  tilled  '-a  long- felt  want ""  in  LaCi'osse. 
but  had  been  fni'ced  to  give  uji  existence: 
Still  there  was  i-nom  and  npportunity  for  the 
right  kind  df  paper,  and  A[r.  K\iMisen  cor- 
rectly inter|)reted  the  situation,  as  the  result 
shows.  It  required  a  great  courage,  especially 
as  the  capital  was  limited,  to  undertake  such 
an  enterprise  in  the  face  of  past  experiences; 
but  Mr.  Eveii>en.  nevertheless,  is-ued  the 
first  numl)er  of  V<tr<li>n  on  the  l>th  (d'  .Sep 
tember,  188S.  The  paper  struck  the  popular 
chord  and  g.ave  exidrnce,  almost  from  the 
^beginning,  of  futiir<'  snccess.  Careful  and 
shrewd    management    ha^    brought    it   Irom  a 


small  berrinning  to  be  the  foremost  Nor- 
wegian newspaper  in  Wisconsin,  and  its 
present  position  and  worth  in  the  newspaper 
world  are  too  well  known  to  recjuire  furlher 
mention. 

Mr.  Evensen  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
Yarilen  is  a  valuable  organ  in  the  sei'vice  of 
that  [larty. 


fOIIN  A.  SALZER,  deceased,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  John  A.  Salzer  Seed  Com- 
pany, was  a  native  of  Dettinger,  Wiir- 
temburg,  Germany,  burn  December  8,  1823. 
lie  emigrated  to  America  in  184(1,  first  set- 
tling at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
removing  to  Galena,  Illinois.  lie  entered 
the  mini>try  of  the  German  Methodist  Church 
and  was  stationed  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and 
subsequently  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa;  Manitowoc, 
West  Beml  and  I'araboo,  Wisconsin ;  Peru, 
Illinois,  and  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  at  each 
])lace  remaining  the  full  length  of  time  per- 
mitted by  the  church  rules.  He  was  every- 
where succ.esst'ul  as  a  pastor,  not  oidy  in 
marked  additions  to  the  meiubership,  but  in 
each  of  the  above  points  he  either  built  and 
paid  lor  either  a  jiarsonage  o!-  church.  In 
La  Crosse  under  his  jiastoriite,  from  1866  to 
18(];t,  be  pur(diased  the  present  site  of  tiie 
First  (ierman  Methodist  Church,  and  re- 
moved the  old  cluircb  thereim,  \\  Inch  lias  now 
givcTi  way  to  the  new. 

In  1869,011  account  of  ill  healili,  he  with- 
drew from  the  active  ministry  and  devoted 
his  t'ull  time  to  the  greenliousu  business, 
which  to-d.av  has  assume(l  such  mammoth 
i)roportioiis  that  it  is  looked  upon  by  seeds- 
men as  the  largest  mail  order  business  of  the 
kind  in  .\  iiiei'ic.-i.  In  l"^'!!)  he  came  t(r  La 
Cro^^e  and  e.-tiibli,-lied  the  I.a  Crosse  Floral 
(iardens.       From  a  .-mall  beginning  the  biisi- 
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uess  has  grown  to  inaminotli  proportions. 
He  built  several  greenhouses  and  conducted 
a  general  plant  trade.  He  owned  and  eon- 
trolled  several  thousand  acres  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  growth  of  seeds  and  plants, 
this  land  being  located  in  Wisconsin,  Min- 
nesota, Dakota  and  other  States. 

Mr.  Salzer's  system  of  saving  only  the 
best  seed  and  testing  the  same  carefully  be- 
fore placing  upon  the  market,  created  a  large 
demand  for  his  northern-grown  seeds.  For 
years  he  made  a  specialty  of  farm  seeds,  and 
in  this  line  he  led  all  American  dealers.  He 
was  known  as  introducing  many  choice,  new 
varieties  of  potatoes,  wheat,  oats,  barley  and 
corn,  and  won  a  reputation  which  extended 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

In  his  annual  catalogue  he  thus  described 
his  early  love  for  tlowers:  "From  early 
childhood  I  have  been  passionately  fond  of 
flowers.  The  summer  days  were  always 
spent  in  my  parents'  garden.  Great  beds  of 
phlox,  pansies,  verbenas,  portulaca,  stock, 
sweet  William,  four-o'clocks,  candytuft,  bal- 
sam, etc.,  etc.,  were  my  daily  delight.  My 
boyhood  was  spent  in  the  garden,  ily  father 
being  a  nurseryman  and  gardener,  my  young 
manhood  found  me  there;  indeed,  there  is  no 
place  I  feel  so  completely  at  home  as  when 
surrounded  vvitli  plants  and  flowers." 

In  1886  Mr.  Salzer  founded  the  John  A. 
Salzer  Seed  Company,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent. This  is  one  of  the  leading  enterprises 
of  La  Crosse,  and  its  founder  was  well  worthy 
of  the  success  that  attended  his  under- 
takings.     He  died  January  22,  1892. 

He  was  a  liberal,  unostentatious  l)encfac- 
tor.  Many  a  needy  family,  where  his  (^uiet 
though  substantial  assistance  was  known,  will 
miss  him.  In  his  church,  that  is  under  the 
German  Methodists  of  America,  he  is  known 
as  benevolent  Father  Salzer,  and  his  gifts  to 
the  orphan  asylums,    the   widows,    the    aged 


[leojile,  the  needy  preachers,  the  educational 
cause,  and  for  mission  work  among  tin-  Ger- 
mans, though  quietly  given,  run  into  thou- 
sands of   dollars. 

From  the  effect  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Salzer,  which  occurred  the  27th  of  June, 
188G,  Mr.  Salzer  never  fully  rallied.  Theirs 
had  always  been  an  exceptionally  hajipy  mar- 
ried life,  and  his  death  is  but  the  fulfillment 
of  his  fondest  wish,  to  lie  reunited  with  her 
whom  he  so  tenderly  loved. 

He  leaves  in  addition  to  his  chihlren, 
George,  Henry  A.,  John  1'.,  l>en.  1"..  Mrs. 
Anna  Ran,  Bertha  and  Emma,  all  grown  up 
and  living  here,  except  lien.  V ..  who  is  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Denver.  Colorado,  one 
aged  brother  and  sister,  the  foriner  living  in 
Freeport,  Illinois,  the  latter  in  Central ia, 
Washinirton. 


-^^-i/ZfLly- 


<?"* 


^EV.  WILLIA>[  DAVY  THOMAS,  Ph. 

^  D.,  was  born  in  the  Principality  of 
^^'^  Wales,  January  5,  lS4:.j,and  was  reared 
to  maturity  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land. His  parents,  Davy  and  Elizabeth  (Da- 
vies)  Thomas,  were  also  natives  of  Wales,  and 
the  families  were  Celts  for  many  generations 
back.  The  father  and  mother  both  died  in 
1856,  the  former  in  May,  and  the  latter  in 
September,  so  that  in  early  years  he  was  de- 
prived of  that  tender  parental  care  which 
means  so  much  to  childhoo<l.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  Messrs. 
Shoalbied.  merchants  of  London,  whom  he 
served  two  years.  A  deposit  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling  were  required  for  this 
instruction.  At  the  eml  of  his  apprentice- 
ship, he  entered  the  Glasgow  University, 
where  he  studied  three  years,  although  an 
accident  prevented  his  tinishing  the  course. 
He  came    to  America  for   iiis  health,  and  in 
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IStiO  ln'c:imc  ;i  st.hlciit  at  Princeton  ('olk\;;e, 
from  which  institution  he  was  i^radnatnl  in 
fsTd,  Willi  the  (le-recs  of  A.  ?,.  and  A.  M., 
in  1^78.  taking  a  fcnowshi])  in  int-ntal  anil 
moral  philosophy,  valued  at  sl.OOO.  He 
studied  one  year  utter  his  graduation,  iincU'r 
]_)r.  Me('o>h,  and  then  entered  the  Theoloi^i- 
cal  Dejiartment  of  I'rinceton.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  in 
1S78,  and  matriculated  at  the  University  i 
of  Leijisic,  where  he  remained  one  year;  i 
he  then  went  to  U>erlin,  and  in  1875  lie  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  I'h.  J>.  He  returned  to  i 
America  in  187(),  and  hccame  pastor  of  West- 
minster Presliyterian  Cliuich.  Leavenworth. 
Kansas.  After  eighteen  months  spent  in 
this  work  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account 
of  ill  health.  He  was  afterward  called  to 
Winona,  Minnesota,  and  had  heen  there  three 
years  and  a  half  when  he  aeceptecl  a  call  to 
the  First  Presliyterian  Cliurch  at  La  Crosse, 
coming  to  this  city  in  Deciiiilier,  1880,  and 
serving  this  church  eight  and  a  half  years; 
during  this  time  the  pre-ent  tine  edifice  was 
erected.  In  May,  iNSlJ.  he  accepted  a  call  to 
the  r.oanl  of  Missions  of  the  Wisconsin 
Synod,  and  has  Keen  a  most  /.ealmis  servant 
in  this  cause.  In  IS'.K)  he  delivered  151) 
regular  beriiinn-.  and  lectureil  to  IdO  audi- 
ences. tra\eliiig  ti().()(H)  miie>.  He  is  super- 
intendent (if  the  IJoard  of  Home  Missions, 
Synod  of  AVisconsin.  with  perni-ment  head- 
(laai'ters  at  I^a  ('I'osse.  He  i>  a  gentleman 
of  rare  mental  attainments,  gifted  with  elo- 
(pieiice  and  stroll:,'-  per.-iiasive  powers.  His 
leisure  hours  are  spent  with  the  companions 
of  his  lifetime.  Iionks,  of  which  he  has  sev 
eral  thousand  carefully  selected  volume>. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  the  only  son  ot'  a  family  •)f 
tive  cliildreii :  Sarah  married  .1.  W.  Thomas, 
and  .Mary  married  Walter  Samuel,  hotli  resid- 
ing in  Cardiff,  Wales;  MarL'arel  ta  marrie(l  ,1. 
K.   Davis,  and  Charlotte  is  the-  wife  id'    W.   K. 


Jones;  these  two  reside  in  Liverpool.  Mr. 
Thomas  is  the  only  representatix  e  of  his 
family  in  Aiiieii<-a.  His  father  was  a  hnililer 
and  contractor,  and  ])issedliis  lite  in  Wales. 

Thirteen  yeai's  of  the  life  of  our  suhject 
have  Iieen  spent  in  college.  His  lihrary, 
which  numliers  ."J.dOt^  volumes,  is  valued  at 
sl:5,(t()().  Politically  he  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  pai'ty.  He  is  a 
member  of  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  45,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Smith  Chapter,  No.  13,  II.  A.  M., 
and  of  La  Oosse  Commandry,  No.  9.  K.  T. 

The  First  Presliyterian  Church  of  La  Cro.sse 
was  organized  August  'I'i,  l^t'l(i.  by  Re\'.  J. 
li-win  Smith,  I*.  D.,  with  tweiitv-oiie  mem- 
bers. Ten  years  Dr.  Smith  was  elected  to 
the  jiastorate  of  this  church,  and  in  June. 
1880,  Mr.  Thomas  succeeded  him.  Tiie  p'-es- 
ent  beautil'ul  building,  the  result  of  the  zeal 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  was  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  Cod  November  2.").  1SS;{,  the  Piev.  Dr. 
Ilerrick  Johnson  of  ('liicago  |ireacliing  the 
si'i-mon.  The  society  lia~  had  a  steady  and 
prosperous  growth,  and  numbers  among  its 
members  over  KH)  families. 


f.VMFS  P,.  MUURAV,  (.f  the  tirm  of 
.Miller  iV  .Murray,  general  grocers  in  La 
(Crosse,  was  boiai  at  Prasher  Falls.  St. 
Lawrence  county.  New  '\'ork,  Septembei  8. 
1858,  a  son  of  John  and  .lulia  (Lynch)  Miir- 
r.iy,  natives  of  the  city  of  Diinmanway, 
county  Cork,  Ireland.  His  father  came  to 
America  when  a  young  man,  locating  in  St. 
Lawrence  county.  New  York,  and  died  in 
18S1.  The  widow  still  sur\i\es,  residing 
with  her  V""".-^'^'  ^""'  I'eiini.',  on  the  old 
hotne-tead   in  St.   Lawretice  county. 

James  i!..  our  subject,  was  reared  to  tarm 
life,  and  com|)leted  his  education  at  Lawrence- 
ville  and   ,\iiisterdam   .Vcademies,  graduating 


"^ 
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at  the  latter  June  26,  1876,  in  a  class  of 
thirteen.  He  then  followed  tehchint;  and 
re:. J  law  in  the  office,  of  L  C.  Lang,  since 
then  District  Attorney  of  St.  Lawrence 
county.  It  was  in  1883  that  Mr.  Murray 
ca.ne  to  La  Crosse.  His  tirst  position  was 
that  of  foreman  for  a  year  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Northern  railway,  and  after- 
ward was  superintendent  of  construction  for 
the  firm  of  Willis  &  Kappa.  In  18S8  he 
left  that  position,  and  formed  his  present  re- 
lation in  business.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  matters.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent AhJerman  for  the  First  Ward,  aud  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  he  is  servincr  on 
the  committees  on  Light,  Fire,  Police,  Kail- 
roads,  Sewers  and  Public  Buildings,  being 
Chairman  of  tlie  Committees  on  Fire  and 
Lighting.  He  has  served  as  President  of 
Division  No.  1,  A.  O.  II.  ever  since  its  or- 
ganization. 

He  was  married  in  New  York,  to  Elizabeth 
A.  Connolly,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  county, 
New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Ellen  (Desmond)  Connolly,  natives  of  county 
Cork,  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  are 
members  of  the  congregation  of  St.  Mary's 
Church  (Roman  Catholic). 

SRANK  BROWN,  general  blacksmith 
and  carriage  and  wagon-maker.  La 
Crosse,  was  born  in  AVhitewater,  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  December  27, 
1857,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Dorcas  (Chappel) 
Brown.  His  father,  a  cooper  by  occupation 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  his 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  early 
settled  in  New  York  State.  Joseph  Brown 
served  as  a  soldier  about  three  and  a  half 
years  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  as  a  private 
in  a  Wisconsin  regiment,  enlisting  at  White- 


water. His  wife  rt'as  of  Massachusetts  an- 
cestry. 

Mr.  Fraid<  I'rown  grew  to  nianliuoil  in 
Wisconsin  aid  Minnesota,  and  began  to 
assume  his  own  responsibilities  when  a  mere 
lad,  learning  blacksmithing  at  Farinington, 
Warren  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to 
La  Crosse  county  in  1879,  and  has  ever  since 
carried  on  his  ti'ade  here  continuously.  Pre- 
vious to  1879  lie  was  seven  years  at  Middle 
Kidge,  engaged  at  his  trade,  and  also  served 
two  years  as  Postmaster,  and  as  Constal)U! 
and  Township  Treasurer,  each  one  term.  He 
returned  to  La  Crosse  in  1887.  and  for  the 
first  two  years  was  Constable;  he  is  now 
Alderman  for  the  Twentieth  Ward.   . 

He  was  married  at  Middle  Ridge,  No- 
vember 2,  1880,  to  Miss  Maggie  Brecht,  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Herbert,  who  was  born  August  10,  1882. 

,0N.  ALEXANDER  M.MILLAN,  who 

as  for  many  years  been  a  conspicuous 
Hgure  in  one  of  Wisconsin's  greatest  in- 
dustries, was  born  in  the  township  of  Finch, 
Stormont  county.  Province  of  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, October  23,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of 
Duncan  B.  and  Mary  (McMillan)  McMillan. 
His  parents  were  born  in  Lochaber,  Inverness - 
shire,  Scotland.  The  father  was  a  merchant 
in  Glasgow  for  some  years  previous  to  his 
emigration  to  America.  He  left  his  native 
land  in  1815,  and  settled  in  Canada,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  in  that  country  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  McMillan,  who,  though  a 
native  of  the  same  part  of  Scotland  and  of  the 
same  name,  was  not  relate<l  to  him.  They 
had  eleven  children:  Daniel,  John,  Christian, 
Mary,  Alexander,  Angus,  D.  B.,  Catherine, 
Margaret,  Ewen    II.,   Duncan   D.  and  Allan. 
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The  fatlier  was  an  older  of  the  Presbyterian 
(Mnircli.  aiwl  trained  his  children  strictly  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  of  tliat  faith. 

Alexander  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  his  native  place,  attending  the  coniinon 
schools  and  doing  the  lighter  work  on  his 
father's  farm.  Attaining  his  niajority,  he 
removed  to  tiie  State  of  New  York,  where  he 
spent  about  four  yeai-s  in  various  occupations. 
In  the  sj)ring  of  ISoO  he  took  jiassage  on  a 
steamboat  at  Frencli  Creek,  Xew  York.J)Ound 
for  the  West,  and  settled  in  Madison,  "Wis- 
consin, and  was  there  employed  as  a  clerk  li>r 
three  months.  During  a  part  of  the  time  he 
also   tauglit  a   -light  sciiool. 

At  the  end  of  that  period  he  went  to  Port- 
age, Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until 
1S52,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  witii  his 
brother,  John,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
a  business  in  the  great  lumber  district.  They 
established  their  headquarters  at  La  Crosse, 
and  their  firm  constituted  the  first  Black 
River  Logging  Company,  atid  took  the  first 
loir  raft  that  ever  went  down  the  Mississippi 
to  St.  Louis,  in  the  spring  of  1n53.  The  en- 
terprise grew  to  mammoth  proportions,  and 
in  1S64:  a  younger  brother,  Duncan  D.,  was 
admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name  then  being 
changed  to  J.,  A.  i»c  D.  D.  McMillan.  A 
year  later,  on  the  death  of  the  senior  brother, 
it  became  A.  I't  D.  D.  McMillan,  and  the 
business  was  so  conducted  fur  many  years. 
In  18G-4  the  lilack  llivcr  I  mpi-ovcment  Com- 
pany was  organized,  with  one  of  this  firm  as 
president. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  La  Crosse 
Gas  Light  Company,  Mr.  McMillan  became 
its  president,  and  after  the  formation  of  the 
Electric  Liglit  Company  in  1SS5  tlie  interest 
was  sold  to  tliat  corporation.  In  October, 
1878,  he  became  by  purchase  sole  owner  of 
the  Neshonoc  mills  at  West  Salem,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  under   his  management  the  pn.iducts 


of  these  mills  became  widely  known  for  its 
superior  merit.  In  ISSI  the  mills  were  en- 
tirely remodeled  under  the  personal  super- 
xision  of  Mr.  McMillan,  and  now  possess  one 
of  the  best  water  ])owers  in  the  State.  At 
West  Salem  he  also  owned  the  Neshonoc 
stock  farm  to  which  lie  devoted  much  time 
and  attention,  giving  especial  care  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  live-stock,  and  his 
stables  showed  some  of  the  best  standard - 
bred  Hambletonians  of  recorded  speed,  and  a 
tine  henl  (,f  Ahlerney  cattle.  The  stock  farm 
and  mill  have  recentlv  passed  into  the  hands 
of  his  son.  Samuel  D..  who,  in  1891,  had  the 
mill  entirely  rebuilt,  and  supplied  with  the 
latest  and  most  approved  machinery. 

Although  not  a  politician  in  any  sense, 
Mr.  McMillan  has  frequently  been  honored 
with  public  office  and  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  has  served  several  years 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  for  several 
years  was  County  Supervisor,  and  for  two 
years  was  chairman  of  the  County  I'oard. 
He  was  ]\Iavor  of  La  Crosse  in  1871,  and 
chainnan  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  187t).  In 
1872  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in 
1873,  the  year  of  the  great  financial  crisis,  he 
was  chosen  president  of  the  I^irst  National 
Bank  of  La  Crosse.  He  is  an  ardent  tem- 
perance advocate,  and  was  president  of  the  La 
Crosse  Temperance  League  in  1873. 

In  October,  1858,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sarah  L.,  a  daughter  of  Her- 
rick  and  Mary  E.  (Sherwood)  Parker.  'J'hey 
had  born  Xo  them  four  children:  Mary, 
Angle,  Samuid  I),  and  Jesse.  Of  these  only 
Samuel  I ).  remains,  the  others  having  died 
in  infancy  or  early  childhood.  Samuel  D.  was 
married  to  Miss  May,  daughter  of  John 
Clark,  a  merchant  of  West  Salem;  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  C)lark,  Parker 
and    Harry.      I  le  was  a  partner  and   manager 
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of  the  business  house  of  McMillan  &  Son  in 
La  Crosse,  which  was  discontinued  in  1890. 
In  1883  our  subject  and  his  wife  made  a 
trip  to  Europe,  visiting  the  old  homestead  in 
Scotland,  Ireland,  England  a!id  the  Conti- 
nent, and  making  a  voyage  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. All  the  principal  European  cities 
were  touched,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed.  Mr. 
McMillan  was  much  gratified  that  he  was 
able  to  converse  in  the  old  Graelic  language 
which  lie  had  neither  heard  nor  spoken,  ex 
cept  occasionally,  since  his  childhood.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic order.  Mrs.  McMillan  is  a  lady  of  rare 
mental  endowments  and  artistic  attainments. 
She  is  an  artist  of  no  small  merit,  and  while 
abroad  she  improved  the  excellent  oppor- 
tunities afforded  for  study  and  observation. 
These  worthy  people  have  accumulated  ample 
means  for  the  gratification  of  cultivated 
tastes,  and  are  surrounded  with  every  comfort 
which  modern  invention  can  suggest.  In 
addition  to  the  property  already  mentioned, 
Mr.  McMillan  owns  several  business  houses 
and  dwellings,  the  McMillan  Building  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Fourth  streets  being  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  city.  He  is  a  man  of 
broad  public  spirit,  and  has  always  encour- 
aged by  his  means  and  personal  influence 
those  enterprises  which  have  had  for  their 
ol)ject  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 


I^EV.  FATHEli  KILIAN  G.  BEYER, 
^^k  chaplain  of  St.  Rose  Convent,  is  a  na- 
^^  tive  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  born 
near  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  April  21,  1856. 
He  received  his  earlier  education  at  Pio  Nono 
College,  near  Milwaukee,  and  subsequently 
entered  St.  Francis  Seminary,  at  St.  Francis, 
Wisconsin.     After  completing  the  prescribed 


course  of  study,  he  was  ordained  a  priest  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  This  most  im- 
portant event  of  his  career  occuri'ed  in  June 
1885,  immediately  after  which  he  was  as- 
signed to  duty  as  pastor  in  charge  of  a  con- 
gregation at  Big  River,  Pierce  county,  Wis- 
consin. He  remained  there  three  years,  and 
since  1888  he  has  lieen  chaplain  of  St.  Rose 
Convent. 

By  virtue  of  this  office.  Father  Beyer  is 
Secretary  of  the  Diocese  School  Bi_)ard,  as 
well  as  of  the  Orphans'  Asylum,  and  gives 
religious  instruction  to  those  in  trainiiicr  in 
the  convent,  and  also  to  the  children  of  the 
orphan  schools.  These  schools  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  him  that  the  parochial 
schools  of  the  congreo-ation  sustain  to  their 
respective  priests  in  charge,  that  is,  principal. 
Father  Beyer  has  been  a  faithful  servant  in 
the  cause  he  has  espoused,  and  those  jtersons 
to  whom  he  has  ministered,  either  in  the 
Capacity  of  priest  or  instructor,  holil  him  in 
the  highest  esteem  and  the  kindest  regard. 

THE    ST.     FEANCIS    HOSPITAL, 

under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  was  erected  by  the  Franciscan 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Adoration  in  1883;  in 
1887  an  addition,  known  as  the  west  wing, 
was  erected,  and  in  1890  the  chapel  or  east 
wing  was  erected.  It  is  a  mammoth  struc- 
ture of  brick,  built  by  the  Franciscan  Sisters 
of  Perpetual  Adoration  without  other  aid. 
It  is  of  a  modern  architectural  design,  and 
arranged  with  all  modern  a]:)pliances  for  com- 
fort and  convenience;  it  is  heated  by  steam, 
liuhted  by  electricity,  and  has  ample  sewer- 
acre  and  water  supply.  There  are  six  wards 
to  accommodate  about  fifty  patients;  thirty- 
five  private  rooms  for  about  fifty  patients;  in 
addition  to  this  there  are  the  dormitories  for 
the  Sisters  in  charge,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating about  one  hundred. 
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For  the  care  of  patients  atHietcil  witli  eon- 
tagiiins  (iiseaser.  a  luiililiiiir  goiuewliat  il'u-taiit 
f)-i)in  tlie  main  Im^jiital  lias  been  ]'iirchase(l, 
liavinu;  its  (iwii  nnH'icne  and  otiier  ajijiliaiu'es, 
thus  entii-ely  sejiaratini;  eonta^itm  fi'oni  the 
tlie  main  Jius-jiitaL  A  mui-i,nie  with  base- 
ment f(ir  jiiist-nidrtem  Wdrii  lias  heen  erected 
adjacent  to  tiie  main  iiospitah  The  main 
building  is  120  feet  in  length  and  24:  feet 
wide,  four  stories  high  hesides  the  basement; 
in  the  latter  are  tlie  kitchen,  dinincr-rooms, 
hakerj.  laundry,  etc.  The  west  adilitioii  is 
40  X  80  I'eet,  and  tlie  same  height  as  the  main 
Ijuilding.  Tlie  east  wing  is  used  mainly  hii' 
a  chapel,  though  there  are  se\t'i-al  rooms  fur 
hospital  purposes.  It  is  40  x  5()  feet,  four 
stories  high.  All  the  cooking,  making  and 
mending  of  clothes,  etc.,  is  done  on  the 
premises.  Groceries,  dry-guuds  and  pro- 
visions are  purchased  at  wholesale  in  La 
Crosse. 

Sister  Hose  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
institution  since  it  was  opened  for  patients  in 
December,  18>i3.  The  formal  opening  and 
dedication,  which  were  public,  occurred  in 
January,  1884.  About  .si. 500  have  Ijeen  re- 
ceived from  citizens  of  La  Crosse;  this  was 
to  aid  in  furnishing  tiie  building.  The  hos- 
pital was  dedicated  by  IJiglit  Kev.  J>i.-hop 
Flasch,  now  deceased.  Sister  Matilda  has 
charge  of  the  dispensary  and  of  the  books  of 
tlie  institution,  and  attcnd>  to  the  corre- 
spondence and  tinancial  atVair>.  She  has  as  an 
assistant  in  the  dispensai-y,  Si>ter  Theodora. 
Both  are  regularly  licensed  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

During  tiie  j)ast  year  over  400  patients  re- 
ceived treatment,  and  fir  .-i\  years  previous 
an  annual  average  of  over  HOI)  have  heen 
treated.  The  jireseiit  year.  IS'JI,  about  400 
have  been  eni-oUed  to  September.  Six  reg- 
ular nurses  have  been  on  duty  all  the  time, 
besides     others     connected      with      dilfereiit 


branches  if  the  iii.-tit ulion,  who  render  aid 
when  nerdi'd.  ( >iie  male  niir.-c'  is  hired  by 
the  Sisters.  Attending  jihysicians  are  se- 
lected from  among  the  city  physicians  as  the 
palien;s  themsehes  may  desire,  ^io  inter- 
ference is  made  with  these  selections.  The 
United  States  pro\  ides  a  physician  for  the 
^larine  Ilosjiital,  and  the  city,  for  the  treat- 
ment for  the  patients  tr''ati'd  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city.  The  Marine  Hospital  of 
the  I'niteii  States  lias  one  ward  under  charge 
of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  IVrjietual  Ador- 
ation. The  expenses  of  the  institution  are 
pro\ided  for  by  those  who  receive  treatment^ 
though  no  one  is  turned  away  because  unable 
to  ]iay.  Usually  tliere  are  from  twelve  to  tif- 
teeii  (diarity  patients.  There  are  two  sisters 
employed  in  the  laundry  department,  four  in 
the  kitchen,  two  in  the  dining-rooms — these 
jointly  attending  to  the  housekeeping.  The 
entire  building  is  kept  scrupulously  neat  and 
clean,  and  perfect  order  reigns  in  every  de- 
partment. 

ST.  Michael's  ijoys'  oki'ii.vn  asvlvm 

was  opened  in  1S75,  the  Kiglit  Rev.  Arcli- 
bislioj!  Michael  Ileiss  officiating.  The  school 
was  opened  with  six  boys,  and  the  girls  were 
also  taught  in  the  same  schoid.  Up  to  the 
present  time  (1891)  809  boys  have  been  cared 
for  in  the  institution.  Eleven  inmates,  boys, 
have  died  since  the  opening  of  the  scliool. 
Two  have  been  sent  to  the  State  Industrial 
School  because  unmanageable.  One  of  these 
l)oys  \vas  received  at  the  orphanage  by  ex- 
pl-ess,  being  fa>tencd  in  a  box,  on  the  top  of 
which  was  the  usual  insi-ription,  "This  side 
up."  Three  infants  have  been  found  at  the 
door  of  the  in.-titution.  licing  found  on 
Wednc.-day,  Thursday  and  i'"riday,  though 
not  in  the  same  year,  they  wei'e  surnamed 
Wednesday,  'J'hursday  and  friilay.  In  a 
few    instances  children  liax'e  been  brought  by 
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one  of  the  jiareiits,  wlio  have  never  been  seen 
or  heard  from  thereafter.  One  instance  is 
cited  where  the  father  brought  his  little  boy, 
nearly  naked,  hungry  and  cold,  left  him  in 
the  asylum  seven  years,  contributing  nothing 
to  his  support,  and  stole  him  away  in  May, 
1891! 

This  school  is  under  the  management  of 
the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  I'erpetual  Adora- 
tion, whose  devotion  to  humanity  and  self- 
sacriticing  interest  deserves  the  higliest 
commendation.  The  school  is  distinctively 
Catholic,  admittance  being  restricted  to  chil- 
dren born  of  Catholic  parents.  The  records 
of  the  school,  which  are  carefully  kept  by 
Sister  Petrouilla,  show  many  sad  eases  of 
neglect,  abuse  and  desertion  by  parents  and 
kindred. 

One  sad  story  told  by  the  Sister  is  the  fol- 
lowing; A  boy  was  given  by  his  father  to  a 
negro,  and  the  child  wept  bitterly,  fearing  to 
go  with  the  black  man.  A  Franciscan  Father 
came  along,  asked  the  negro  the  price  of  the 
cliild,  and  finally  paid  him  SIO  for  the  little 
sufferer.  This  child  is  now  an  inmate  of  the 
school,  and  has  been  since  18S8. 

In  the  school  there  are  three  rooms  and 
three  teachers,  beginning  with  a  kindergarten 
of  little  boys  in  dresses.  The  children  are 
tanght  the  elementary  branches  of  both  Eng- 
lish and  German,  including  drawing,  book- 
keeping, civil  government,  calisthenics,  Chris- 
tian doctrine,  etc.  The  pupils  are  supported 
by  collections  taken  np  annually  in  the  dio- 
cese and  by  the  charitable  assistance  of  tiie 
Sisters  of  St.  Hose  Convent,  unless  their 
keeping  is  provided  for  by  their  parents. 
Ten  Sisters  are  employed  in  the  building  in 
the  various  departmeuts,  but  do  not  receive 
any  compensation  for  their  services.  The 
boys  are  taugiit  to  work,  and  are  recpiired  to 
do  Buch  little  chores  as  they  can  perform. 

Sister    Bridget   has  been   with   the    school 


ever  since  it  was  established.  Sister  Bene- 
dicta  is  the  present  Sujierior.  Sister  Petro- 
uilla has  taught  in  the  school  since  188-1,  and 
now  has  charge  of  the  liighest  class  in  the  in- 
stitution. 

ST.  Ann's  orphan  asylum, 

for  girls,  was  erected  in  1889,  and  September 
20,  of  the  same  year,  the  orphan  girls  were 
transferred  from  Sparta,  their  fromer  home, 
to  the  present  building  in  La  Crosse,  which 
is  in  ciiarge  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Adoration.  Tlie  school  opened 
with  thirty-nine  girls.  Orphan  children  of 
Catholic  parentage  in  the  Diocese  of  La 
Crosse  are  admitted,  though  in  cases  of  ex- 
treme necessity  children  of  Protestant  parent- 
age have  been  received. 

The  building  is  the  property  of  St.  Rose 
de  Viterbo's  Convent  of  the  Franciscan  Sis- 
ters, and  is  located  just  opposite  St.  Francis 
Hospital,  on  Market  street.  Children  are  re- 
ceived at  all  ages  up  to  twelve  years.  They 
are  fed,  clothed  and  caret-l  for,  receiving  care- 
ful educational  and  religious  training.  At 
present  seventy  girls  are  in  the  institution, 
rantjing  in  ase  from  three  to  sixteen  years. 
The  average  of  inmates  is  now  less  than  ten 
years.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen 
girls  are  expected  to  go  out  and  provide  for 
themselves,  though  the  asylum  is  always 
open  to  foru;ei'  occupants,  and  they  are  taught 
to  regard  the  institution  as  their  home,  and 
are  welcome  to  it  when  sick  or  out  of  em- 
ployment. In  case  a  surviving  parent  is  able 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  a  child  left  in 
the  institution,  he  is  expected  to  do  so;  but 
in  case  the  parent  is  unable  to  aid  in  her 
support,  the  institution  provides  for  her 
entirely.  Children  left  at  the  school  may  be 
reclaimed  and  taken  away  by  parent  or  guard- 
ian at  any  time.  In  this  regard  the  institu- 
tion is  unlike  the  other  schools  of  the   same 
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character,  where  a  cliild  must  be  surrendered 
unconditionally  lieforc  it  will  be  accepted. 

The  building  is  furnished  to  accommodate 
125  children.  On  the  jireraises  they  are 
taucrht  those  things  which  in  later  life  will  be 
most  useful  to  those  in  their  sphere — knitting, 
sewing,  ironing,  washing,  cooking  and  general 
housekeeping  being  matters  to  which  strict 
attention  is  given  by  competent  instructors. 
Fancy  work,  drawing  and  vocal  music  are 
taught  in  connection  with  the  other  studies 
of  the  school.  The  course  includes  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  physiology, 
United  States  Jiistory,  and  church  history 
with  the  catechism.  Tliej  are  taught  to  read 
German  if  desired. 

ST.    ROSE    DE    VITKKBo's    CONVENT, 

of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Ador- 
ation. The  main  building  of  this  institution 
was  erected  in  1870,  and  in  1872  the  north 
wing  and  chapel  were  added;  in  1874  the 
south  wing  was  built,  and  in  1>>7()  the  Chapel 
of  Adoi-ation  was  completed.  The  main 
structure  is  160  feet  in  length  with  project- 
ing wings,  making  a  building  which  is  an 
ornament  to  the  city  and  a  credit  to  the  en- 
terprise and  self-sacriticing  spirit  of  the  Sis- 
ters having  the  matter  in  charge. 

In  this  convent  the  various  branches  of 
education  as  well  as  music  and  the  arts  are 
taught  to  those  desiring  to  become  conse- 
crated to  the  work  of  the  Sisters.  There  are 
230  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  belonging  to 
this  order.  One  hundi-ed  of  these  are  em- 
ployed in  La  (Jrosse  in  the  or])han  schools, 
asylums  atid  hospitals  and  city  parochial 
schools.  Thirty-si.N  mission  schools  are  sup- 
plied with  teai-hcrs  from  the  convent.  In 
the  Iniilding  there  is  a  class  of  fifteen  young 
ladies,  studying  and  fitting  themselves  for 
the  work  of  teaching.  Vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  are  taught  by  competent  teach- 
ers, and  many  of  the  best  jirotestant  families 


in  the  city  are  patnms  nf  this  department. 
Various  instruments  are  taught,  besides  the 
piano  and  organ.  In  the  art  department  the 
finest  wax  and  needle  work  are  done.  All  of 
the  clothing,  i)edding,  etc.,  used  in  the  insti- 
tution are  made  and  kept  in  repair  in  the 
building,  even  to  repairing  shoes.  Firing  of 
the  different  furnaces  and  attending  the  heat- 
ing apparatus  are  done  by  the  Sisters,  besides 
the  kee])ing  of  the  extensive  grounds  and 
flower  gardens.  It  is  a  most  attractive  spot 
and  furnishes  many  shady  nooks  for  study 
during  the  heated  summer  months.  This 
convent  is  the  general  home  for  the  Francis- 
can Sisters  of  Perpetual  Adoration  within 
the  diiicest'  of  La  Crosse,  and  during  vacation 
or  when  sick  they  return  to  this  home. 

Mother  Ludovica  is  the  present  superior,  a 
position  she  has  held  with  credit  to  herself 
and  honor  to  the  institution  since  January, 
1882.  She  succeeded  to  this  position  on  the 
death  of  Mother  Antonia,  who  was  the  first 
superior,  and  to  whose  energy,  tact  and  in- 
dustry the  institution  is  greatly  indebted. 
The  convent  is  regularly  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  the  name  of  the 
Franciscan  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Adoration. 
The  chapel  of  P.  A.,  as  the  name  implies, 
is  where  the  scriptural  injunctiiMi,  to  jiray 
without  ceasing,  is  faithfully  complied  with; 
two  Sisters  may  be  seen  at  devotion  at  any 
hour  in  the  day  or  night;  they  remain  at 
prayers  one  houi',  when  they  ai'e  relieved  iiy 
two  (ithers,  they  in  turn  being  relieved  after 
an  hour's  devotion,  and  so  on,  <i<l  injinitiun. 
This  has  continued  for  the  last  thirteen  years, 
and  at  no  jieriod  during  that  time  has  the 
constant  devotion  ceased  for  one  moment. 
The  chapel  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  it 
has  been  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  visit. 
'I'he  altars  and  furnishings  are  elegant  and 
artistic,  while  tlie  room  itself  is  simply 
architectural  perfection. 
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Sistei-  Clara  has  charge  of  the  music  de- 
partment; she  teaches  the  piano,  organ,  pipe 
organ,  violin,  harp,  mandolin,  zither,  guitar, 
dulcimer,  auto-harp,  also  vocal  music.  She 
has  been  with  the  institution  since  1871,  and 
has  taught  tlie  music  for  ten  years  past. 
Sister  Seraphine  has  charge  of  the  Normal 
School  Connected  with  the  convent.  Here 
young  ladies  are  fitted  tor  teaching  in  the 
parochial  schools  and  orphan  asylums,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  church;  she  has  occu- 
pied her  present  position  for  three  years  past, 
and  has  previously  tau^^ht  at  different  places 
under  the  auspices  of  the  church  lor  twenty 
years.  Sister  Bonaventure  is  assistant  in  the 
music  department. 


JP\AMPT0N  B.  SMITH,  insurance,  real- 
|H^  estate  and  loan  agent,  Batavian  P)ank 
^M  Building,  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Cool- 
spring  township,  Mercer  coanty,  Pennsyl- 
vania, February  2G,  1888,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  W.  and  Susan  (Bean)  Smith,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania;  the  parents  were  born  in  the 
year  1800;  the  mother  died  in  March,  1850, 
and  the  father  survived  until  1858.  John 
W.  Smith  was  a  farmer,  merchant  and  lum- 
berman, and  never  removed  from  his  native 
State.  The  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters:  J.  Irwin  Smith,  D.  D.,  John 
G.,  Samuel  F.,  Mary  A.,  widow  of  Nathaniel 
Osborne;  Nancy  A.,  Louisa  L.,  wife  of  A.  A. 
Thomas,  and  Hampton  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
biography;  the  remaining  son  died  in  youth. 
Hampton  B.  was  educated  in  liis  native 
county,  the  latter  part  of  his  school  days 
being  spent  at  the  academy  at  Mercer,  Penn- 
sylvania. At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
began  teaching  school,  and  was  employed  in 
both  public  and  private  schools  in  Mercer 
and   Alleghany  <'ounties.      In    1859  he  went 


to  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  and  clerked  in  a 
store  there  for  two  years;  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  with  his  former  employer's 
brother,  wliicli  existed  until  18r)8,  when  he 
bought  his  interest  an<l  managed  the  store 
alone  for  a  time;  he  then  took  another  part- 
ner, to  whom  he  finally  sold  the  entire  busi- 
ness. In  the  fallof  18(!8  he  went  to  Escanaba, 
Michigan,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
which  he  disposed  of  in  1871,  coming  in  that 
year  to  La  Crosse.  Here  he  became  general 
agent  for  the  Republic  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, but  this  proving  unsatisfactory  he 
embarked  in  the  milling  business  in  partner- 
ship with  John  E.  Davis,  now  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  This  relationship  existed  about 
a  year  and  a  half,  when  Mr.  Smith  purchased 
the  entire  business  and  conducted  it  about 
one  year  alone,  selling  out  and  engaging  in 
his  present  business.  Ever  since  his  resi- 
dence in  La  Crosse  he  has  given  some  atten- 
tion to  tire  insnrance  in  connection  with  his 
other  interests.  He  is  now  giving  his  time 
exclusively  to  the  liusiness,  and  has  a  finely 
furnished  ofHce  in  the  Batavian  Bank  Build- 
ing. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Marquette, 
Michigan,  to  Miss  Oriana  Edwards,  a  native 
of  Ellsworth,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Joseph 
Edwards,  born  September  13,  1867,  at  On- 
tonagon, Michigan,  received  his  education  in 
the  La  Crosse  pul)lic  scliools,  at  Galesville 
University,  and  Lake  Forest  L'niversity; 
Anna  E.,  born  in  La  Ci-osse,  January  24, 
1872,  received  her  literary  and  musical  edu- 
cation at  Morvyn  House,  Toronto,  Ontario; 
William  Ripley  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
months. 

The  ancestors  for  many  generations  have 
been  Presbyterians.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  an 
elder  of  the  church  for  many  years.      He  is  a 
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member  of  the  Niiieteentli  ("cntiirv  Club, 
a  literary  organization  nuinbi-riiiif  thirty,  of 
the  Kniglits  of  Honor,  of  tlie  T.egion  of 
Honor,  of  the  Cliosen  Frien<ls  and  the  United 
Workmen.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  although  iiis  sympathies 
are  strongly  with  tlie  Prohibition  party.  He 
served  six  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
La  Crosse  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  City 
Board  of  Escanaba,  Michigan,  during  his 
residence  there. 


fAMES  I.  LAMB  is  a  member  of  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  deservedly  pop- 
ular establishments  in  La  Crosse,  the  firm 
in  Lamb  &  Bekel,  who  are  wholesale  dealers 
in  fruits  and  produce.  Their  transactions 
are  conducted  upon  a  large  scale  and  their 
connections  are  of  the  most  substantial  and 
gratifying  character.  ]\[r.  Lamb  was  born 
in  Madison  county.  New  York,  in  1S54,  in 
which  State  his  parents.  Silas  and  Rlioda  L. 
(Tuttle)  J^amb,  were  also  born,  but  are  now 
residents  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  The 
fatlier  has  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  farm- 
inir  and  the  raisinij,  buying  and  sellino;  of 
stock,  and  as  lie  lias  lived  in  his  present 
county  since  1858,  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  became  the  father  ot  three 
children:  Elmer,  residing  in  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
in  wliich  city  he  is  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business;  Lottie,  wife  uf  Henry  Wilsey,  of 
La  Crosse,  and  .lames  I.,  who  received  his 
initiatory  training  in  I''ayette,  and  afterwards 
entered  the  Ui>per  Iowa  University,  whei-e 
lie  completed  his  coui'se  with  the  class  of '74. 
He  tiien  turned  his  attention  to  civil  engin- 
eering, hut  three  years  later  began  merchan- 
dising in  Fayelte,  which  business  received 
his  attention  for  one  vcai-.  He  sjimt  aliout 
the   same    lenj/lh    of  time    in    .Shelddii.  afti^- 


which  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  fruit 
business  in  Sioux  City,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years,  or  in  l>*S5,lie  came  to  La  Crosse,  since 
which  time  he  has  successfully  followed  his 
present  calling.  His  is,  by  common  consent, 
the  most  reliable  and  best  known  house  of 
the  kind  in  the  city,  none  maintaining  a 
liicrher  reputation  for  integrity,  and  few,  if 
any,  enjoy  a  larger  measure  of  recognition. 
The  members  of  the  house  are  keen,  intelli- 
gent Inisiness  men,  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  trade  and 
eminently  popular  in  meeting  all  its  demands. 
They  deal  in  all  kinds  of  green  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  their  business  is  constantly 
and  rapidly  increasing.  Mr.  Lamb  was  mar- 
ried in  1884  to  Miss  Georgia  Hines,  by 
wlioin  he  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Lloyd. 
Mr.  Lamb  takes  little  interest  in  politics  and 
usually  casts  his  vote  for  the  man  he  con- 
siders most  deserving,  rather  than  in  the  in- 
terest of  any  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  he  and  his  wife  iimve  in  the 
highest  social  circles  of  La  Crosse,  in  which 
city  they  are  well  known  ami  have  many 
friends. 

fOIIN  FOX,  proprietor  of  the  Tivoli 
Hotel  and  pleasure  garden,  the  most 
popular  resort  of  its  kind  in  the  city  of 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
(^erinany,  on  .Inly  28,  1828.  He  is  the  eldest 
of  nine  sons  and  one  daugliter  born  to  John 
M.  and  Harriet  Fox.  Of  this  family  of 
cliildren,  George,  Hans  and  our  subject,  came 
to  America  in  1853.  George  enlisted  shortly 
after  President  Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  men, 
and  although  dangerously  wounded  three  times 
would  not  take  a  discharge.  He  always  said 
lie  would  not  give  up  until  the  last  "  Reb." 
was  in  the  ditch.      He  was  in  the  army  of  the 
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Potomac  in  the  "  Iron  Brigade,"  and  w:is  one 
of  tlie  bravest  of  the  brave.  He  was  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  thirty-four 
years  of  age.  Hans  Fox  was  in  America 
four  years  and  then  returned  to  Germany, 
via  Great  Britain,  and  while  at  Dover,  Eng- 
land, was  attacked  by  thieves,  had  his  skull 
fractured,  and  was  robbed  of  nmch  money, 
his  watch  and  chain,  etc. 

John  Fox,  in  early  life  studied  two  and  a 
half  years  for  the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran 
Chnrch.  He  then  abandoned  that  pursuit, 
and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  six  years  in  the  old  country,  and  fonr 
and  a  half  years  in  the  United  States,  being 
one  year  and  a  half  in  Pittsburg,  two  years 
in  Dubuque  and  one  year  in  La  Crosse.  He 
then  learned  the  trade  of  mason,  because  he 
could  not  get  work  as  a  blacksmith,  following 
the  same  sixteen  years.  He  built  the  Tivoli 
Hcttel  in  1882,  and  has  been  proprietor  here 
since;  and  although  he  met  with  revei-ses  in 
the  way  of  tires,  etc.,  he  is  nicely  tixed  now, 
and  always  has  his  house  well  patronized. 
He  has  held  the  othce  of  Alderman  four  dif- 
ferent times,  was  Constable  two  years,  held 
the  office  of  Coroner  four  years,  was  Street 
Commissioner  two  years,  and  for  one  year  was 
Poor  Commissioner.  He  has  been  Assistant 
Chief  of  the  fire  department  for  five  years, 
and  for  eight  years  was  foreman  of  the  Third 
W  ard  Fire  Company. 

He  was  married  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania^ 
in  1854,  to  Miss  Anna  Barbera,  by  whom  he 
had  fourteen  children,  those  living  being: 
William,  married  Olga  Miller;  Edda,  clerk- 
ing; John,  in  Seattle,  "Washington;  Charles, 
clerking  in  a  hardware  store  in  Chicago; 
Minnie,  wife  of  Thomas  Brook;  Louisa,  wife 
of  Charles  Sprague  of  Chicago,  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business;  and  Bertha,  wife  of 
Mr.  Casson;  and  Julia,  a  student  in  Chicago. 
The  mother  died    March   7,  1888,  at  the    age 


of  fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Fox's  second  mar- 
riage occurred  August  14,  1890,  to  Mrs. 
Anna  Hussing,  of  La  Crosse.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  secretary 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mutual  Life  Insurance  of 
Wisconsin,  the  past  sixteen  years.  He  has 
passed  through  all  the  chairs  of  that  order, 
and  has  been  a  delegate  twice  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
Turner's  Society  since  1857,  and  a  member 
of  the  Germania  Society.  In  politics  he  is 
independent.  During  the  war  and  until 
Horace  Greeley  ran  fur  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Fox  was  a  RepuWican,  but  since 
then  he  has  l)eeu  Democratic  and  independ- 
ent. Mr.  Fox  is  a  very  popular  man,  and 
wdien  he  ran  for  office  he  got  votes  from  both 
sides.  While  he  was  mason  and  contractor 
he  built  some  of  the  largest  stone  buildings 
in  La  Crosse,  viz.:  Gund's  Brewery,  City 
Engine  House,  Heasley's  Block,  Seharf  & 
Ring's  Block,  Funk's  Foundry,  Ileilman's 
Malt  House,  Mitchel's  Brewei'y  and  liau'o 
Block.  In  1863,  Mr.  Fox  was  in  the  Provost 
Marshal's  office,  and  was  recruiting  officer  at 
the  same  time,  recruiting  severiteen  men. 
He  is  a  well-known  and  highl}'  respected 
pioneer  citizen,  strictly  honest  and  possessing 
many  good  qualities. 


tBNER  GILE,  a  well-known  and  highly 
respected  pioneer  of  La  Crosse  county, 
-itf—  was  born  in  the  State  of  ^ew  \  ork, 
January  3,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and 
Lydia  (Yates)  Gile,  natives  of  Vermont.  The 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his 
lite;  his  death  occurred  in  Xew  York,  to 
which  State  he  had  removed  in  1881,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years;  his  wife  died  two 
years  later,  aged  eighty-two  years.  They  were 
for   many  years   consistent   members    tif   the 
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Baptist  Cliureh.  They  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  AbnerGile  was  the  fourth- 
born,  lie  resided  in  New  York  nntil  1843, 
and  dnring  the  latter  years  of  his  resi<lenee 
there  was  engaged  in  fanning.  lie  then 
removed  to  Waiikegan,  Lake  county,  Illinois, 
where  lie  operated  a  sawmill,  hnilt  piers  and 
dofks  in  the  lake,  and  ])urchased  land  which 
he  cultivated  nntil  1850.  In  that  year  he 
went  to  California,  but  returned  twelve  months 
later.  He  resumed  his  agricultural  pursuits 
until  November,  1854,  when  be  came  to  La 
Crosse,  and  enil>arked  in  the  lumber  trade,  in 
which  he  lias  been  actively  engaged  e\er 
since.  He  owned  at  one  time  an  interest  in 
the  La  Crosse  Lumber  Compuiiv,  but  has  dis- 
posed of  the  same.  He  was  i>ne  of  the  f)ro- 
jectors  and  buihlers  of  the  Linseed  Oil  Mill 
of  La  Crosse,  a  most  serviceable  industry  to 
the  city;  it  gives  emjiloyment  to  twenty 
pei-sons,  and  consumes  raw  material  from 
Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota;  its 
products  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  civ- 
ilized world,  and  the  present  year  the  amount 
of  seed  ground  will  be  175,000  bushels.  The 
daily  expense  of  the  mill  is  about  8100,  which 
sum  is  distributed  almost  emdusively  among 
citizens  of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Gile  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Abattoir  uf  La  Crosse, 
another  important  inilustry.  He  owns  stock 
in  the  Batavian  P.ank,  of  which  he  is  vice- 
president,  lie  has  a  farm  of  I, "200  acres  in 
Minnesota,  and  has  other  investments  in 
various  enterprises  in  the  city  and  county. 
He  is  a  man  of  superior  business  qualifica- 
tions, and  every  enterprise  which  has  re- 
ceived his  support  has  not  fallen  short  of 
success. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  (Jile  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice,  as  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  expensive  in  the  city.  Tlie  li>t  fronts 
on  Main  street  210  feet,  and  on  ^Vest  ave 
nuo  280  feet,  and  ci  in  tains  the  residence,  barn 


ami  coachman's  linuse.  The  house  is  eighty 
feet  in  length  and  forty  in  width,  besides  the 
]>orcli  and  drive.  It  is  two  and  a  half  stories 
above  the  basement.  A  room  in  the  half 
story  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  fifty  or 
sixty  couples  in  a  dance.  The  house  is  built 
on  the  latest  plans,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences. 

On  the  first  story  are  six  rooms  liesides 
the  hall,  and  three  alcoves.  The  sitting  room 
is  22x32,  the  parlor,  10.x20;  Mr.  Gile's 
private  room,  18x18;  wardrobe  ami  bath 
rootn;  kitcheTi.  10x14;  breakfast  room, 
12x14;  dining-room,  18x24.  In  the  sec- 
ond story  are  eight  rooms. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  Mr.  Gile  is  well  fixed 
and  has  a  residence  perhaps  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  complete  in  this  portion  of  the  great 
Northwest.  The  name  of  the  residence,  Pas- 
adena, has  reference  to  a  fancy  town  near  Los 
Angeles,  California,  and  is  said  to  mean 
"Queen  of   the  Valley." 

The  barn  is  in  keeping  with  the  house. 
Both  are  built  with  pressed  bi-ick  and  heated 
by  furnaces.  The  barn  has  room  for  the 
coachman's  family,  for  ten  or  twelve  horses, 
three  cows,  besides  abundance  of  room  for 
storing  feed . 

In  1843  ilr.  Gile  was  joincil  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Smith,  a  daughtei-of  Orange 
and  JIary  (Ketchnm)  Smith,  and  to  them 
have  lieen  born  two  children:  LIsic  I).,  wife 
of  Ivobert  A.  Scott,  and  Wales  Kugene,  born 
December  14,  1863,  who  was  killed  when 
nine  years  of  age  by  the  accidental  tiring  of  a 
pistol  in  the  hands  of  a  boy  triend.  The 
mother  died  in  September,  l^^TT,  aged  fifty- 
three  years. 

Politically  Mr.  (4ile  is  identilied  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  ever  Ijeen  a  .--trong 
aiiherent  to  the  print'iplcs  of  that  organiza- 
tion.    Asa  j)ioiu'er  settler  and  a  loyal  citizen. 
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he  receives  tlie  liigliest  respect  of  all  wlio 
know  him,  and  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the 
regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

tUGUSTUS  STEINLEIN,  Police  Judge 
of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Treves,  on  the  Rhine,  Prussia,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1823,  the  son  of  Francis  Joseph  and 
Margareth  (Herrig)  Steinlein.  His  father,  a 
teaciier,  was  employed  by  the  Government  all 
his  lite  from  his  seventeenth  year  to  liis 
seventieti),  when  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  brought  him  to  America  in  1S72,  and 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  lite  with  his 
son  Augustus,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna 
Wortinann,  dying  in  Brooklyn,  Tiew  York, 
at  the  age  of  about  eighty-one  years.  (Jf  his 
family  two  sons  and  three  daughters  live  in 
America,  while  one  son  and  one  daughter  re- 
main in  the  old  country,  the  son  in  Berlin 
and  the  daughter  in  Treves. 

Mr.  Steinlein,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  completed  his  schooling  in  the  gym- 
nasium of  Treves,  taught  school  two  years  in 
his  native  conntry,  and  in  1844  came  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York  city  with  but 
50  cents  in  his  purse.  His  first  employment 
was  in  the  printing  house  of  Henry  Ludwicr 
&  Co.,  Vesey  street,  New  York,  three  and  a 
half  years.  His  acquirement  of  the  English 
language  was  so  rapid  that  he  was  appointed 
proof-reader  in  English  and  German.  In 
1856  he  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  pur- 
cha.'iing  120  acres  of  Government  lai.tl,  and 
following  farming  here  six  years,  but  de- 
voting the  winter  seasons  to  the  jYon/ stern, 
which  he  had  helped  to  establish.  In  1862 
he  became  a  partner  in  the  business,  and  was 
connected  with  that  paper  two  years,  when 
he  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  for  the 
county,  and    held   that  oilice  four  years,  and 


since  that  time  he  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  From  1879  to  1886  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Education  of  La  Crosse, 
and  from  1870  to  1885  J'oor  Commissioner. 
In  the  last  civic  election  he  was  chosen  Po- 
lice Judge.  During  his  official  career  he  has 
married  2,300  couples! 

Mr.  Steinlein  has  ever  been  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  press  of  the  city,  and  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  "poet  laureate''  of  his 
city  and  State.  He  has  issued  two  beautiful 
editions  of  a  collection  of  rare  poetical  gems, 
and  is  about  issuing  another  volume.  He  is 
a  menibei-  of  the  Germania  Society,  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Third  Ward  AVork- 
ingmen's  Society. 

He  was  married  in  Xew  York  city  to  Mrs. 
Louisa  Doelger,  a  native  of  Germany,  born  at 
Frankfurt-on-the-Main,  and  they  have  one 
son  and  five  daughters,  namely:  jjouisa,  wife 
of  Joseph  Yeck;  Francis  Josejih,  a  cigar 
manufacturer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace;  Au- 
gusta, widow  of  Frank  J.  Toeller,  who  died 
when  City  Attorney  of  La  Crosse;  Hannah, 
wife  of  Henry  Linker;  Paulina,  now  Mrs. 
Louis  Tillmans;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Frank 
Bartel. 

^'OSEPH  ROTH.  Treasurer  of  the  city  of 
'^^i\  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  this  city,  Decem- 
^^  ber  29,  1857,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Mar- 
garet (Neth)  Roth.  His  father  was  born 
July  31,  1824,  at  the  village  of  Karbach, 
near  Wiirzliurg,  Kingdom  of  I>a\aria.  He 
was  a  tailor  by  occupation,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage to  Anna  Bauei'  he  came  to  America,  in 
1852,  settling  first  in  Southern  Indiana,  at 
Lanesville,  near  New  Albany.  His  wife  died 
at  that  place,  leaving  no  children.  lii  ^Lly, 
1855,  for  his  second  wife  he  married,  at 
Lanesville,  Indiaiui,  Miss  Margaret  Neth,  antl 
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by  tliis  union  had  twelve  children,  of  whuiii 
five  sons  and  tliree  daugliters  survive. 

In  l)('cenilier,  1855,  he  eanu'  to  La  Crosse, 
where  lie  enfjaged  in  business  as  a  merchant 
tailor,  and  afterward  in  j^eneral  merchan- 
dising. In  1S04  he  entered  the  cracker  and 
baker}'  business  in  jiai-tner^hip  with  Frank 
(Tutgesell.  In  1878  he  sold  out  to  his  jiart- 
ner  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  until 
1878,  when  he  I'etired  from  business.  Janu- 
ary 14,  1884,  he  died,  and  was  buried  under 
the  honors  of  St.  Boniface  Benevolent  Socif'ty, 
which  he  had  assisted  very  materially  in  or- 
ganizing, and  he  was  in  full  communion  with 
St.  Joseph's  Church  (Catiiolic).  He  had  served 
his  church  as  trustee,  and  was  a  worthy  otti- 
cial  of  the  society  which  honored  his  funeral. 

Mr.  Roth,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
supplemented  his  common-school  education 
with  a  commercial  course  at  the  La  Crosse 
Business  College.  His  tii'st  four  years  in 
business  was  as  clerk  in  his  father's  store. 
The  next  six  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Thomas  Ilogan,  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  commission  fruit  trade.  Later  he  was 
with  Mons  Anderson  in  the  wholesale  dry- 
goods  trade,  then  with  Matt  Woix,  wholesale 
dealer  in  cigars.  Leaxing  this  latter  business 
in  1880,  he  foi-med  a  jiartnership  with  his 
younger  brotlier,  Frank,  in  the  retail  grocery 
trade,  which  he  continued  until  May,  185H). 
In  July,  IsiX),  he  bocame  stuck  clerk  for  the 
Standard  Oil  (^om[)any,  and  if  was  while  he 
was  engagod  in  this  latter  position  that  he 
was  elected  City  Treasurer.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  Boniface  i>enevolent  Society, 
having  served  it  in  otHcial  relations,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  St. 
Joseph's  Ciiurch  (Catholic). 

He  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  May  ~4, 
l8^1,  to  .Miss  Mary  Wi.-kirchen.  a  native  of 
.Milwaukee  atid  a  <iaughter  of  Matthew  and 
Mary    (Wust)     Wiskii-chen,    from      I'rus.-ia. 


Mr.  and    Mrs.  Roth  had  three  daughters  who 

died  in  infancy,  and  have  three  sons,  namely: 
Jo-eph  Matthew,  luTn.ird  Andrew  and  Arthur 
Henry. 


?()I1N  WARREX  DAVIS,  proprietor  of 
a  general  transfer  business  in  La  Crosse, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Maine, 
in  the  town  of  Wesley,  June  27,  1837,  a  son 
of  David  and  Phebe  (Grey")  Davis.  His 
father  was  a  merchant  in  early  life,  ami  spent 
considerable  time  in  the  merchant  mai-ine  of 
the  United  States,  making  one  trip  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  He  died  on  a  fai-ni  in 
Yernon  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1SS3. 

Mr.  Davis,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
grew  up  in  the  town  of  Coojier,  engaged  in 
lumbering  in  the  pineries.  In  April,  1861, 
he  came  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Vernon 
county  and  engaging  in  farming.  During 
the  war  he  enlisted,  at  Virocjua,  in  Company 
I,  Forty-seeond  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  was  employed  in  provost  duty  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1870  he  moved  to 
La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  been  jirinci 
pally  engaged  in  contracting  and  i-i  the  trans- 
fer business.  He  has  served  four  years  in 
the  City  Council,  and  is  now  serving  his  first 
term  as  Ci:>uiity  Sup-jrvisor  from  the  Nine- 
ti^enth  Ward  of    La  (Jrosse. 

At  Viro(pia,  in  1803,  he  married  Miss 
Georgia  E.  White,  a  native  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
S.  S.  and  Eunice  (Bigelow)  White  The 
]>arents  came  to  Wisconsin  about  1S59,  lo. 
eating  in  Vernon  county.  For  si.x  years  Mr. 
White  was  Register  of  I)eeds  of  that  county. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  one  son  and 
three  daughters,  namidy:  Nettie,  wife  of 
Chai'les  Conrow,  a  locomotive  engineer; 
William  11.  and  May.      Mr.   Divis  is  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  John  Flynii  Post, 
No.  77,  in  which  lie  lias  held  official  posi- 
tions, lie  is  also  a  lueiiiber  of  North  La 
Crosse  Lodge,  No.  90,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with 
his  family  attends  the   Presbyterian   Church. 

fOHN  GUND  lUlEWING  COMPANY, 
La  Crosse. — La  Crosse  has  reason  to  be 
prond  of  many  of  her  early  pioneers,  who 
have  done  so  much  to  win  her  a  favoi-able 
reputation  in  their  respective  lines,  and  Mr. 
John  Gund,  Sr.,  of  the  John  Gund  Brewino- 
Company,  is  not  to  be  accounted  the  least  on 
the  list.  He  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
in  1830,  and  his  father,  George  M.  Gund, 
brought  the  family  to  America  in  L8-i8.  They 
settled  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  where  the  father 
died  of  cholera  July  29,  1S50,  and  the  mo- 
ther followed  him  to  the  grave  three  days 
later,  of  the  same  fell  disease.  John  Gund, 
Sr.,  learned  the  brewer's  trade  in  his  native 
country,  and  after  coming  to  the  United 
States  worked  for  two  years  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa.  From  there  he  went  to  Galena,  Illi- 
nois, rented  a  brewery  and  conducted  the  same 
until  1854,  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse.  He 
built  the  first  brewery  in  this  city,  on  Front 
and  Division  streets,  resided  on  the  same  lot, 
and  carried  on  the  business  in  a  small  way, 
though  quite  extensively  for  those  days.  In 
1858,  he,  in  company  with  G.  Heilman,  built 
the  City  Brewery  and  continued  in  partner- 
ship until  the  fall  of  1872,  when  Mr.  Gund 
sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Heilman  and 
commenced  the  erection  of  the  Empire  Brew- 
ery, which  he  still  owns.  In  1873  he  made  a 
trip  to  Europe  and  visited  his  old  home. 

The  John  Gund  Brewing  Company  was 
organized  and  incorporated  May  1,  1880,  by 
John  Gund,  Sr.,  and  his  two  sons,  George  and 


Henry.  In  1890  George  withdnnv  from  the 
firm,  and  Henry  returned  to  La  Crosse  and 
took  the  position  formerly  occupied  by 
George.  The  officers  now  are:  .lolm  (iiind, 
Sr.,  President;  Henry,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer; and  John,  Jr.,  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Gund  has  ample  capital  and  credit  to 
carry  on  his  business,  and  the  La  (h-osse  beer 
lias  a  reputation  extending  over  a  wide  terri- 
tory. In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  it  is 
with  great  confidence  and  pleasure  that  Mr. 
Guild's  brewery  is  selected  to  represent  the 
brewing  industry  of  this  section. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Gund  became  the 
father  of  five  children:  Louisa,  wife  of 
Charles  Mitchel,  of  La  Crosse;  Emma,  wife 
of  William  Lurning,  of  Milwaukee;  George, 
Henry  and  John,  Jr.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  May  18,  1880,  when  not  quite 
fifty  years  of  age.  The  daughter,  Emma, 
died  in  1884,  when  about  twenty  seven  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Gund's  second  marriage  occurred 
in  Europe  in  the  year  1885.  Mr.  Gund  is 
highly  regarded  in  trade  circles  as  an  honor- 
able business  man,  who  has  gained  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  numerous  customers,  and 
once  to  form  business  relations  with  him  is 
to  be  a  permanent  customer. 

HKNKV    or  NO, 

secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Gund  Brewery 
Company  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is  one 
whose  authority  on  all  matters  connected 
with  this  business,  together  with  his  wide 
experience  and  popularity,  eminently  fit  him 
for  the  important  and  responsible  position 
that  he  holds.  He  was  born  in  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  March  2,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Louisa  Gund,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  father  born  in  Baden  and  the 
mother  in  Wiirtemburg.  (See  sketch  of  John 
Gund,  Sr.)  Henry  Gund  received  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
La  Crosse,  and  began  business  for  himself  in 
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1880,  as  inetnl'er  in  the  John  Guild  P.rewing 
Coinpan}'.  He  went  to  Minneapolis  in  1882, 
was  tbriner  manager  in  tliat  citj  and  con- 
ducted a  iarire  agency.  Wliile  a  resident  of 
tliat  citv  lie  was  the  head  of  a  building  and 
loan  association,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
representative  citizen.  lie  remained  there 
from  1881  until  1890,  and  then  returned  to 
La  Crosse  and  has  been  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Ijrewing  comjianj  since.  He 
was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Nora  .Tohnson, 
daugliler  of  Andi-ew  Johnson,  of  Minneapo- 
lis, who  is  now  retired.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
(iund  have  been  born  three  interesting  chil- 
dren: Emma,  Louisa,  and  an  infant  son.  In 
politics  Mr.  Gund  advocates  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fi-aternity.  lie  is  a 
thorough  business  man  and  sustains  a  high 
reputation  in  commercial  circles,  and  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  or  ever  had  dealinijs 
with  him. 

.loH.v  oi'Mi,  ,u;., 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
La  Crosse,  and  general  superintendent  nf 
the  Gund  Brewing  Company,  is  a  native 
resident  of  La  Crosse,  born  April  13,  1862. 
His  parents,  .lohn  and  l^ouisa  (iund,  were 
both  natives  of  (Termany.  (See  si<etch  of 
.lohn  (4uiid.  Si-.)  John  (iund.  J  r.,  reeeivec 
his  primary  educatidu  in  the  piiblic  .-chools  of 
J>a  (hcisse.  and  tinislied  in  one  of  the  promi- 
nent ciilleges  of  .\ew  York.  First  Scientific 
Statiiin  ill  the  .\rt  of  i'.rewing.  He  gradu- 
ated at  the  end  of  a  year,  as  he  had  had  some 
advantages  of  the  kind  before  going.  brew- 
ing has  always  been  his  l)usiiiess,  anil  in  that 
he  has  been  very  successful,  lie  became  a 
partner  of  the  John  (tuikI  Bi-ewing  Company 
in  1882,  and  he  is  at  present  genera!  super- 
inteixlent  of  ihe  same,  'i'he  output  of  this 
brewery  is  50,000  barrels.  ]>er  year,  and  tliev 
employ    fr(»m    sixty-five  to  seventy  liand>  the 


year  round,  not  including  coopers,  agents  and 
teamsters.  The  buildings  cover  about  Hve 
acres  in  all.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  in- 
dustries of  the  city  and  the  largest  brewery 
in  the  Northwest,  outside  of  Milwaukee. 
Their  goods  go  all  o\er  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Dakota,  Minnesota,  Nebraska  and  Illinois. 
When  twenty-five  years  of  age  John  Gund, 
Jr..  was  elected  Alderman  for  a  term  of  four 
years,  but  resigned  after  serving  three  and  a 
half  yeai's,  on  account  of  having  moved  out  of 
the  ward.  He  has  been  and  is  now  director 
in  the  Iiiter-St:.te  Fair.  He  was  first  director 
of  the  United  States  iirewmasters'  Associa- 
tion for  three  years,  liut  resigned  owing  to 
jiress  of  l)usiness.  Mr.  Guild  selected  Miss 
Carrie  Bohm,  of  Winona,  Minnesota,  as  his 
companion  in  life,  and  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  on  the  8tli  of  January.  1890.  Her 
father  was  formerly  connected  with  the  Bolim 
manufacturing  establishment  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  North- 
west. In  politics  Mr.  Gund  is  a  staunch 
Democrat. 

IIRIN  L.  SMITH,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  insurance,  loan  and  real-estate  busi- 
ness. La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born 
at  (ialena,  Illinois,  December  (5.  1S29.  His 
parents  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio  when 
he  was  an  infant  six  montlis  old.  and  resided 
in  Cincinnati  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old; 
thence  they  went  to  New  Oilean.-.  and  three 
years  later  came  north  to  St.  Louis;  1851 
found  them  in  La  Crosse,  Orrin  L.  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  ])re-einpted  a 
ijuarter  section  of  land  on  the  wild  ]irairie 
where  Winona  Junction  is  now  located.  He 
received  his  education  in  Cincinnati  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  t  he  college  of  wiiich 
Dr.  .\ydelott  was  president.      When  they  ar- 
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rived  in  La  Crosse  in  1851  there  were  but 
six  shanties  liere,  and  about  300  "Winnebago 
Indians  were  catnped  in  tlie  neighi)orliood. 
In  1852  Mr.  Smith  went  to  his  farm,  and  re- 
mained one  season.  In  1856  he  sold  the  farm 
for  $800,  and  within  the  last  live  years  one- 
half  the  land  has  been  sold  for  §15,000  for 
railroad  purposes! 

He  was  married  April  29,  1851,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Sirnonton,  of  Oiiio.  At  tiiat  time 
his  family  were  livinir  in  St.  Louis,  and  be- 
fore going  to  La  Crosse  he  took  his  wife  to 
her  home  in  Oliio.  After  coming  iiere  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Smith,  Rublee  & 
Sirnonton  as  bookkeeper  and  salesman,  a 
position  which  he  held  until  the  sprino-  of 
1854,  when  he  became  clerk  on  the  steam- 
boat Doctor  Franklin,  which  was  sunk  in  the 
Mississippi  river  the  same  season.  The  next 
two  seasons  he  was  clerk  of  the  Lady  Frank- 
lin, and  the  rest  of  his  river  life  was  on  the 
Royal  Arch,  Granite  State,  Greek  Slave,  and 
War  Eagle,  belonging  to  the  Galena  and 
Minnesota  Packet  Line,  and  the  Fall  City, 
which  was  owned  by  La  Crosse  capital.  The 
last-named  was  sunk  in  Lake  Pepin. 

In  1859  Mr.  Smith  left  the  river,  and  for 
ten  years  following  handled  fuel  in  La 
Crosse.  In  1869  he  was  elected  City  Clerk, 
and  held  the  office  three  years.  He  was  clerk 
of  the  hiternational  Hotel  for  two  years,  and 
spent  one  year  as  clerk  in  tlie  employ  of  the 
Black  River  Improvement  Company.  He 
was  bookkeeper  for  the  David  Laws  omnibus 
and  transfer  line  until  the  spring  of  1882, 
when  he  removed  to  Brookings,  Dakota  Ter- 
ritory; there  he  managed  the  Commercial 
Hotel  one  year,  returning  to  La  Crosse  at  the 
end  of  that  time.  He  re-entered  Mr.  Laws' 
employ,  and  held  the  same  position  until  the 
summer  of  1886.  In  September  of  that  year 
he  removed  to  Sherwood,  Franklin  county, 
Tennessee,  where  lie  owned  a   hotel   situated 


in  the  Cumberland  mountains.  In  1890  he 
disposed  of  this  property  and  came  hack  to 
La  Crosse.  Soon  after  he  enga-red  in  the 
real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  business,  which 
he  has  conducted  with  marked  success. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Warren  county, 
Ohio,  born  November,  ls32.  Tlnve  children 
have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife:  For- 
est J.  was  born  January  22,  1858,  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin;  he  is  now  l)ookkfei)er  ami 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Black  River  Im- 
provement Company,  and  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  East  Fork  Improvement  Com- 
pany and  of  the  Lumberman's  Exchange; 
Eva  M.  married  Matt.  T.  Wimsey,  of  La 
Crosse,  and  Frank  <).  married  :Miss  Minnie 
Lamb;   he  is  a  journalist  by  profession. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  I.  ().  O.  F., 
and  has  filled  all  the  ofKcial  positions  of  the 
lodge,  which  he  has  frerpiently  represented  at 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  in  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Wisconsin;  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  this 
lodge.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Pioneers 
and  Old  Settlers'  Association  in  La  Crosse 
county.  Politically  he  has  been  a  life-lono- 
Republican,  and  is  a  zealous  supporter  of  the 
issues  of  that  oriranization. 


I^TEPHEN  MARTINDALE,  loan  and 
1®)  '"*"''^"ce  agent,  326  Main  street.  La 
^^  Crosse,  was  born  at  Tininouth,  Ver- 
mont, June  9,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen 
and  Diantha  (Kent)  Martindale,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  "  Green  Mountain  "  State. 
The  father  died  in  Wallingford,  Vermont,  in 
1847;  the  mother  removed  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lucinda  M.  Hill,  to  Beloit,  AV^isconsin, 
about  185-1,  and  there  she  passed  the  remain- 
der of  her  days.  There  was  a  family  of  four 
daugliters  and  two  sons:   Caroline  D.,  wife  of 


BIOGIIAPIIICAL    UISTi.Ii  Y. 


Daniel  Roberts,  died  in  18S5;  Angelitie  T., 
married  Cliarles  N.  ^[attoon,  D.  D.,  both 
dying  in  1885;  Lncinda  M.,  married  I.  Miin- 
son  Hill;  Huldah  S.  resides  with  Mrs.  Hill; 
Stejilien  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birtli,  and 
Cejihas  K.,  the  youngest,  a  successful  phy- 
sician, is  deceased. 

Stephen  Martindale  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Vermont  and  at 
Burr  Seminary,  which  he  entered  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years:  there  he  s])ent  three 
years,  and  was  also  a  student  at  (.'ayuga 
Academy,  Aurora,  iSew  York,  for  one  year; 
he  next  entered  Middlebury  College,  Ver- 
m(  nt,  where  he  pursued  a  classical  course, 
and  was  graduated  in  1S47.  Having  chosen 
the  profession  of  law  for  his  life  work,  he 
entered  the  National  Law  School  at  Ballston. 
New  York,  and  studied  under  the  noted  Pro- 
fessor James  K.  Fowler;  he  was  graduated  in 
1848,  having  done  a  portion  of  the  work  re- 
quired before  entering  this  school.  His 
father  was  also  a  graduate  of  Middlebury 
College,  being  a  member  of  the  class  of  1808, 
and  both  his  father  and  j)aternal  grandfather 
were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812,  the  latter 
being  a  Colonel  and  the  former  a  line  officer. 
His  grandfather  also  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  although  a  iiere  child  lendered  gal- 
lant service. 

Mr.  Martindale  began  the  ]jrartice  cf  law 
at  Wallingford,  A'erinont.  but  soon  after- 
ward decided  to  renxive  to  the  AVest.  and  in 
1849  he  located  in  Racine.  Wiscmisin.  In 
1854  he  came  tn  l.a  Crosse,  where  he  has 
since  resideii.  Almut  twentv  years  ago  he 
returned  to  his  native  State  to  look  after  his 
wife's  estate,  and  remained  tbeie  two  years. 
He  has  8[)ent  several  years  of  his  lite  in  the 
mercantile  and  lumber  trades,  b\it  the  la,-t  two 
decades  have  been  devoted  to  the  lnun  ami 
insurance  business. 

At  the  house  of  his  maternal  jireat-'M-aTiil- 


father,  the  first  declaration  of  independence 
given  to  the  world  was  drafted,  liy  virtue  of 
which  Vermont  stood  independent  of  the 
world  for  fourteen  years.  The  Kent  family 
trace  their  genealogy  to  Chancellor  Kent. 

Mr.  Martindale  was  united  in  marriage 
October  11,  1855,  to  Miss  Catharine  J.  How- 
ard, a  native  of  Reuson,  Vermont,  born  in 
1825,  and  a  daughter  of  Major  Edward  S. 
and  Anna  (Meeker)  lloward.  Of  this  union 
two  sons  and  one  daughter  have  been  born: 
Anna  H.,  Stephen,  Jr.,  and  Edward  Seymour 
Howard.  Mr.  Martindale  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker,  and  dates  first  presidential  vote 
back  to  Henry  Clay;  lie  has  always  lieen  a 
stanch  supporter  of   Republican  principles 

Mr.  Martindale  has  now  in  his  possession 
deeds  and  records  ]iertaining  to  the  family 
estate,  which  date  back  200  years,  and  tiie 
family  tlates  its  American  origin  to  1G85. 


I)  FOX.  hotel  prnprietiir,  \.n  Crosse, 
\^l\'A'\]j  Wiscon.-in.-  -A  city  has  always 
[■•"S^fe?]  »  among  its  distinguishing  features 
one  which  persons  tif  all  degrees  thoroughly 
understand  and  appreciate,  namely,  a  homelike 
and  elegantly  appointed  hotel.  La  Crosse 
has  nian\  establi^bmenls  of  thi^  kind,  a  note- 
worthy one  heinij;  the  Cameron  House,  con- 
ducted by  W.  D.  Fox  and  D.  P.  Smith.  Mr. 
Fox  was  born  in  Ontario  county.  New  York, 
December  6,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  (ieorge 
and  Iluldah  (Sheldim)  Fox,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York  respectively.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
am!  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  went  to  Ohio, 
soon  after  removing  to  Wisconsin;  there  he 
was  engaged  in  the  milling  business  for  ten 
years.  Later  lie  tuined  his  attention  to  the 
hotel  bii.^iness,  and  has  kept  hostleries  all 
ahmtj  the  line  of   the    Chica'ni,  Milwaukee  & 
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St.  Paul  Railroad;  first  lie  was  at  Portage, 
where  he  remained  twenty-five  jears  and  had 
an  enviable  reputation. 

In  March,  1880,  he  came  tu  La  Crosse  to 
take  charge  of  the  Cameron  House.  Here 
everything  will  be  found  necessary  to  the  fit- 
ting up  of  a  high-class  hotel,  and  the  cuisine 
bears  deservedly  a  high  and  wide-s])read  re- 
putation among  the  best  classes  of  the  travel- 
ing public.  During  the  past  decade  Mr.  Fox 
has  also  been  connected  with  the  lumber 
interests  here,  and  has  found  them  quite  re- 
munerative. He  has  associated  with  him  in 
the  hotel  business  D.  ]'.  Smith,  possessing 
qualifications  that  especially  fit  him  for  the 
management  of  a  hotel. 


l^lflLLIAM  NEADFELT,  one  of  the 
most  reliable  agriculturists  of  Hamil- 
ton township,  is  the  subject  of  the 
following  brief  biographical  sketch.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  November  12, 1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  Dietrich  and  Dora  Neadfelt. 
The  father  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
America  in  1869,  and  after  his  arrival  in 
the  United  States  located  in  La  Crosse 
county,  AVisconsin.  Dietrich  Neadfelt  died 
May  15,  1890,  aged  fifty-eight  years;  his 
widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
four  in  the  "  Fatherland  "  and  three  in 
America.  Upon  coming  to  this  country  our 
subjected  invested  in  160  acres  of  land,  and 
later  made  another  purchase  of  160  acres  in 
the  same  township;  this  land  he  has  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  improved 
with  large  and  convenient  buildings.  Mr. 
Neadfelt  has  given  especial  attention  to  the 
raising  of  live-stock,  and    Ims  some  excellent 


grades  on  his  place;  he  raises  oats,  corn,  hay, 
wiieat  and  barley,  harvesting  bountiful  ci-Dps; 
the  farm  is  well  wateri'd,  and  is  due  of  the 
most  desirable  in  the  community. 

In  1884  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mena  Imgarten,  a  daughter  of  German  par- 
ents who  still  live  in  their  native  laud.  Of 
this  union  five  children  have  been  born: 
Henry,  Fred,  August,  Eda  and  Mary.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Bostwick  Valley 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Neadfelt  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  his  countrymen  who  came 
to  America,  and  with  no  capital  excepting 
that  with  which  Nature  has  endowed  him, 
accomplish  the  most  gratifying  results.  By 
good  management,  energy  and  industry,  he 
has  accumulated  a  competence,  and  is  sur- 
rounded with  all  the  comforts  invention  and 
intelligence  can  produce. 

Henry  Neadfelt,  brother  of  our  subject, 
resides  with  him,  and  renders  him  good  ser- 
vice on  the  farm;  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Dora, 
are  both  married  and  live  in  this  country; 
the  former  was  wedded  to  Dietrich  lladins- 
laben,  and  the  latter  to  William  Byer. 


"^l/irui^-^ 


ICHOLAS  S.  RICE  (originally  Reis), 
of  the  firm  of  Wheeler  &  Rice,  Novelty 
'nJ*!  Works,  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Madison, 
this  State,  July  12,  1858,  a  sou  of  Frederick 
and  Christina  (Neuraan)  Reis.  His  father,  a 
wine-grape  grower,  was  born  on  the  Mosel, 
Prussia,  and  came  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  locating  at  Madison,  where  he  died, 
in  1858.  His  wife  was  born  at  Eiftel,  near 
Cologne. 

Mr.  Rice,  our  subject,  left  Madison  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  lived    one   year   and   a 
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half  at  Yankton.  Dakota,  ami  in  the  fall  of 
lS7-i  came  to  La  Crosse.  Having  learned 
the  glazier's  trade,  he  followed  it  here  twels'e 
years,  tor  Se>;elke,  Kolliaus  A:  Co.,  then 
joined  the  tirni  of  Lovejoy  Bros.  A:  Co.,  with 
whom  he  was  connected  until  December, 
1888,  when  J.  E.  Wheeler  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  the  Lovejoy  Bros.,  forming  a  part- 
nership witli  Mr.  Rice,  and  they  are  now 
enjoying  a  good  trade.  Mr.  Rice  is  now 
Alderman  for  the  I'ifteenth  Ward,  serving 
his  first  term;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Con- 
cordia Society. 

lie  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  to  Anna 
Schubert,  who  was  born  at  Aiisclia,  Austria, 
a  daughter  of  AVenzel  and  Theresa  (Siege- 
muud)  Scliubert,  who  came  to  America  in 
1873,  settling  in  La  Crosse.  They  have  four 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Ernest,  Henry, 
Walter,  ,Vnna  and  Emil. 


fHARLES  ASA  HU.XT,  Chief  of  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  La 
Crosse,  was  born  at  Carthage,  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  May  23,  1859,  a  son  of 
Orville  E.  and  Esther  F.  (Crook)  Hunt.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  com- 
mercial traveler  by  occupation.  The  ancestry 
of  this  family  have  been  New  Englanders  for 
generations  past.  Mr.  Hunt's  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Horace  Crook,  of  New-  York 
State. 

Mr.  Hunt  grew  up  to  manhood  at  Inde- 
pendence, Iowa,  whither  his  father  had  moved 
and  where  he  was  an  extensive  carriage- 
maker  for  many  years.  In  addition  to  his 
C'lucation  at  the  public  schools,  young 
Ciiarles  pursued  a  course  of  commercial 
study,  and  then  engaged  in  commercial  life, 
at  the  age  of  sixtt'en  years.      At  eighteen  he 


entered  upon  business  for  himself,  at  Inde- 
pendence, and  also  carried  it  on  at  Cedar 
Kapids,  Iowa.  In  1S>.5  he  came  to  La  Crosse, 
wliere  he  has  since  been  a  merchant.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  tire  department 
three  years;  is  also  a  member  of  Official 
Lodge,  No.  27,  Kniglits  of  Pythias,  iiolding 
now  therein  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the 
Records  and  Seal;  also  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  ^lodern  Woodmen  of  .America  and 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Druids. 

lie  was  married  in  Chicago,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
E.  Blanchard.  a  native  of  Philadelphia  and  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  Blanchard,  a  commis- 
sion merchant  of  that  city.  They  have  one 
son,  by  name  Eugene  Dale. 


fHARLES  II.  MARQUARDT,  M.  1).,  is 
a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  the  village 
of  Nemrin,  province  of  Pomerania, 
January  6,  1855,  son  of  Frederick  and 
Augusta  (Baumann)  Marquardt.  His  father 
was  a  shepherd  by  occupation,  tliat  being  the 
general  occupation  of  the  Marquardts — men 
of  hardy  constitutions  and  medium  stature. 
They  were  of  the  Lutheran  faith  and  tena- 
cious of  their  religious  [irinciples.  In  1868 
Frederick  Marquardt  came  to  America  and 
established  his  home  at  La  Crosse,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  as  a  laborer  in  lumber 
yards.  lie  has  reared  three  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Charles  H.  grew  to  manhood  in  this  city, 
obtained  a  fair  schooling  in  (Germany,  and 
engaged  as  an  apjireutice  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness after  arrival  in  La  Crosse.  In  1874  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  entered  the  Piiiia- 
delphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1870.  He  then  went  to  Coun- 
cil Blutl's,  Iowa,  took  cliarge  of  a  drug  store 
and  betran  rcaclin<r  medicine  under  the  tutor- 
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age  of  Dr.  Henry  Osborne.  After  remaining 
there  three  years  he  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
entered  Jefferson  Medical  College,  passed 
three  years  in  study  and  graduated  in  1882. 
That  year  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine,  in  which  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged.  From  1884 
to  1890  he  served  as  city  physician ;  from 
1883  to  1889  as  a  member  of  the  Pension 
Board;  and  for  several  terms  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  is  now  examiner  for 
the  Germania  Life  Insurance  Company,  the 
Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
and  associate  examiner  for  the  Equitable 
Life  Insurance  Company;  is  also  examiner 
for  the  German  branch  of  the  Catholic 
Kniglits  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  and  has  served 
the  La  Crosse  County  Medical  Society  as  its 
vice-president. 

Dr.  Marquardt  was  married,  in  Ilokah, 
Minnesota,  February  26,  1889,  to  Miss 
Frances  Burkart,  a  native  of  Houston  county, 
Minnesota,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter, 
Sophia. 

^UGO  SCHICK,  of  the  tirm  of  Stoltze 
fM|  &  Schick,  architects,  L  Crossf,  Wiscon- 
"^i  sin,  was  born  in  Bidjow,  Northern 
Austria,  January  30,  1855,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Annie  (Letshouer)  Schick.  Soon  after 
the  birth  of  Hugo  his  father,  a  merchant  by 
occupation,  removed  to  Vienna  and  there 
carried  on  his  business  till  about  1880.  On 
both  sides  of  this  family  tree  we  find  them 
descendants  of  an  old-time  ancestry  in  Aus- 
tria. The  house  in  which  Mr.  Schick  was 
born  is  claimed  to  have  belonged  to  this 
family  for  over  seven  generations.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule  they  were  people  who  followed  mer- 
cantile pursuits. 


The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  sixtli 
born  in  a  family  <.if  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  one  daughter  is  deceased. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land  and 
there  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  jiuljlic 
schools,  subsequently  taking  a  thorough 
course  of  study  in  the  Polytechnical  School 
and  Academy  of  Arts  of  Vienna,  com[)letirg 
his  studies  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
and  graduating  in  a  regular  course  of  archi- 
tecture. He  spent  three  years  in  office  work 
in  Vienna,  and  in  1880  came  to  America; 
was  two  years  in  New  York  city,  two  years 
in  Chicago,  and  two  years  at  St.  Paul,  coming 
to  La  Crosse  in  1886.  Here  he  became  as- 
sociated with  Mr.  Stoltze,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  a  very  successful  business. 
Among  their  works  here  may  Ije  mentioned 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  Rail- 
way  depot,  Tillman  Bros'.  Block,  schools, 
churches.  City  Hall,  etc.,  etc. 

Mr.  Schick  was  married  in  Muscatiite, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Mary  Kendig,  of  that  city, 
daughter  of  John  and  Magdalena  Kendig, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  an- 
cestry. They  have  two  daughters  and  one 
son:  Nelly,  Jennie  aTid  Frederick.  The 
family  worship  at  the  Methodist  Church. 

fUSTAV  STOLTZE  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Stoltze  &  Schick,  architects.  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  is  prominently 
connected  with  the  business  interests  of  this 
city. 

He  was  born  in  Goslar,  province  of  Hano- 
ver, Germany,  February  27,  1854,  and  grew 
to  maniiood  in  his  native  land,  there  receiving 
a  college  education.  In  1872  he  came  to 
America  and  located  in  Boston.  In  1878  he 
completed  a  thorough  technical  course  of 
study  in  architecture  there,  after    which   for 
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two  years  lie  applied  liiinself  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession  ami  worked  in  the  offices  of 
Ware  &,  Van  I'riint  and  Ilotcli  &  Tilden. 
In  18S()  he  came  West  through  an  induce- 
ment t'roiii  a  Minneapolis  linn  of  architecture, 
and  remained  in  that  city  until  1S83.  Then 
he  spent  two  years  in  the  employ  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  KetViirerator  Company,  lie- 
tiring  froTo  that  ])osition  in  lS8o,  he  came  to 
La  Crosse  and  opened  up  a  Inisiness  which  he 
has  since  successt'uUy  conducted,  having  had 
Mr.  lingo  Schick  as  partner  since  ISSS. 
Their  designs  includ'j  all  classes  of  building 
work.  Among  the  many  blocks  erected  by 
their  firm  may  be  mentioned  the  Heileman 
Brewing  Company's  brewing  building,  the 
Odd  Eellows  Temjde,  the  shops  of  tiie  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  A:  Nurthern  Railway, 
chapel  and  hospital  for  the  Franciscan  Sis- 
ters, La  Crosse  City  Hall,  residences  of 
Stephen  Gantert,  J.  J.  Fruit,  E.  C.  Dailey, 
and  many  others. 

Mr.  Stoltze  was  married  in  La  Crosse  to 
Miss  Alma  Wiggenliorn,  daughter  of  Eugene 
Wiggenhorn.  Mr.  Stoltze  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  and  as  a 
business  man  and  a  citizen  he  is  respected 
by  all  who  know  him. 


fLMER  J.  TlEUEMAxXX,  M.  D.,  Ma- 
rine Surgeon  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  August  10,  1861,  a 
son  of  Anthony  and  Parthenia  (Pierce)  Tie- 
demann.  His  lather  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, born  near  Hei'lin,and  was  a  merchant; 
and  his  grandfather,  Jacob  Tiedeinann,  was  a 
commander  in  the  merchant  marine  of  Ger- 
many. Many  of  the  ancestors  had  marine 
occupations.  Dietrich  Tiedeinann  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  the  ine<lical  profession 
as  an    influential    autlmrity   in  anatomj'  and 


physiology.  Of  this  progenitor  Elmer  J.  is 
a  direct  descendant.  The  ancestry  generally 
had  iiardy  cuiistitutions  and  a  large  stature, 
and  were  long-lived. 

Dr.  Tiedcmann.  our  subject,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Chicago,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic elementary  and  high  schools.  From  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  taught  school  three  years, 
and  then,  in  his  twenty-second  year,  he  en- 
tered the  old  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  a  year  afterward  Rush  Medical 
College  at  Chicago,  where  in  1885  he  grad- 
uated. He  opened  out  in  practice  at  West 
Concord,  Minnesota,  and  was  prospering 
well,  when,  on  account  of  injuries  received, 
he  was  compelled  in  June,  1889,  to  abandon 
his  practice  there.  lie  came  to  La  Crosse 
and  began  to  establish  a  practice  which  would 
not  call  him  out  on  trips  of  exposure.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  ^Minnesota  and  the  Wis- 
consin State  Medical  Associations,  and  also 
of  the  local  medical  society.  Is  now  marine 
hospital  surgeon  for  La  Crosse.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  and  both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

He  was  married  in  Mauston,  Wisconsin, 
October  3,  1888,  to  Miss  Jennie  Ilalton 
Davis,  a  native  of  Baraboo,  this  State,  and  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Ilalton  and  Helen 
(Thompson)  Davis.  They  have  one  son,  Ian 
Davis  Tiedeinann. 

fOLONEL  NELS  R.  NELSON,  Super- 
visor of  the  Seventh  Ward,  La  Crosse, 
although  a  native  of  L)enmark.  is  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  best  interests  of 
this  city,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  honorable 
mention  in  the  history  of  La  Crosse  county. 

He  was  born  at  (ialthen,  province  of  Jyl- 
land,    Denmark,    January    18,    1847,   fon  of 
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Kasinus  Nelson  by  bis  marriage  to  Karan 
Jobnson.  His  fatber  was  also  a  native  of 
Galtben,  and  was  a  mercbaiit  of  tbat  place. 
His  ancestors  were  for  the  most  part  agri- 
culturists, and  for  many  generations  bad 
lived  in  tbat  province.  Tbey  were  people  of 
good  station  in  life,  had  strong  constitutions 
and  were  noted  for  their  longevity.  Our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  in  his  nati\e  town, 
and  obtained  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, supplementing  it  with  an  academic 
course  at  Aarlius,  which  he  completed  in  his 
seventeenth  year.  The  year  following  he  en- 
listed in  the  Danish  army,  and  served  in  it 
with  the  war  against  Prussia,  as  Second 
Lieutenant  in  its  reserves.  After  the  war  he 
went  to  Aarhus  and  entered  upon  a  three 
years'  apprenticeship  to  the  dry-goods  trade, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  came  to 
America,  landing  in  New  York  city,  June 
12,  1868.  He  located  in  Oconomowoc,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  made  his  home  until  1873. 
The  next  two  years  he  spent  at  Sparta,  from 
which  place  he  went  to  Yiroqua.  In  the  fall 
of  1876  be  accepted  a  position  with  J.  W. 
Toms  &  Co.,  La  Crosse,  as  traveling  sales- 
man, and  continued  with  them  until  the  fall 
of  1879.  At  that  time  he  engaged  with 
Mens  Anderson  &  Son,  also  dry-goods  mer- 
chants, and  traveled  for  them  until  July  1, 
1881,  when  be  severed  his  connection  with 
the  company.  He  next  engaged  with  Straw, 
Ellsworth  &  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in 
the  hat  and  cap  trade,  and  remained  in  their 
employ  until  January  1,  1890,  when  be  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  the  Goll  &  Frank  Co., 
Milwaukee,  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  busi- 
ness, in  which  be  is  engaged  at  present. 

Colonel  Nelson  was  married  in  Sparta, 
Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Anna  Pedcrson,  and  by 
her  has  bad  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Their  oldest  son,  Robert,  died  and  is  buried 
in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery.     Those  living  are 


Paul,  Klaudia,  Kennet,  and  Agnes  and  Nora 
(twins).  The  Colonel  is  a  member  of  the 
following  fraternities:  Norden  Society,  of 
which  be  has  served  as  president  on  two  dif- 
ferent occasions;  the  Normanna  Lodge,  I.O. 
O.  F.,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  of  the 
order;  and  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chapter.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  La  Crosse.  He  and 
his  wife  worship  at  the  Lutheran  Church. 
In  1883  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Rusk 
as  a  member  of  his  staff,  and  served  until 
1889.  Is  now  serving  bis  second  term  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Seventh  AVard,  La  Crosse. 


^ENRY  ESPERSEN,  although  of  Euro- 
IrM^  pean  birth,  has  thoroughly  identified 
Tfslfi  himself  with  America  and  her  grand 
institutions,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a 
prominent  citizen  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 
Briefly  stated,  a  i-eview  of  his  life  is  as 
follows: 

Henry  Espersen  was  born  in  Denmark,  on 
the  island  of  Bornholm,  the  home  of  the  old 
"  Vikings,"  in  the  town  of  Rcienne,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1830,  son  of  Christian  Espersen  by 
his  marriage  to  Margaret  Pearsen.  His 
father  was  a  watchmaker  by  trade,  and  carried 
on  his  business  in  Roenne  till  bis  death, 
which  occurred  in  1850  or  1851.  The  Esper- 
sens  were  generally  artisans,  although  we  And 
branches  of  the  family  in  the  pursuit  of  other 
interests.  Neils  Esper.-en,  an  uncle  of  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  was  honored  by  tb.e 
King  of  Denmark,  For  inventions  and  im- 
provements in  time-pieces  be  was  made  a 
Knight  of  the  order  oi'  Danneboro  and  pre- 
sented with  the  golden  cross  of  honor  of  that 
knighthood.  As  a  race,  the  Espersens  were 
of  medium  size,  heavy  built,  hardy  constitu- 
tions   and    lonij-lived.     The    Pearsens    were 
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merchantmen,  and  were  favorably  known  in 
the  marine  interests  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Denmarix. 

The  subject  of  our  sketcli  was  i-eared  in 
his  native  land,  and  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  watchmaker  and  jeweler's 
business.  He  Jiad  obtained  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  had  supplemented 
it  with  a  training  in  the  military  schools  of 
Elsinore,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  com- 
mission in  the  Danish  army;  but,  on  account 
of  the  quota  of  officers  being  full,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  his  trade.  After  spending 
some  time  in  Copenhagen  he  returned  to  his 
native  island  and  continued  there  until  after 
the  death  of  his  mother,  when,  in  1853,  he 
came  to  America,  lie  spent  tliree  years  in 
New  York  city,  and  in  1856  located  in  Mil- 
waukee, coming  from  there  to  La  C'rosse,  in 
185S.  He  has  been  engaged  cliietly  in  real 
estate  interests,  building  and  improving  city 
property. 

Mr.  Espersen  was  first  married  to  Mrs. 
(Cordelia  (Bean)  Burns,  a  native  of  Missouri, 
widow  of  Governor  Burns.  She  died  in  1867, 
leaving  a  son,  Arthur  Espersen,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business.  He  formed  a  second 
marriage  with  Mies  Caroline  Matilda  Mead, 
a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  a  cousin 
of  e.\-Goveriioi'  Hoffman  ot  New  York  city. 
By  her  he  has  two  sons,  Harry  Larue  and 
Frank  Henry. 

When  Mr.  Espersen  came  to  America  he  had 
but  one  dollar  in  iiis  pocket,  and  his  present 
prominent  and  influential  position  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  earnest  efforts.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  l^^ace  for  La  Crosse 
on  different  occasions;  asStreet  Commissioner 
and  Siiporintendent  of  tlie  Pour,  the  first 
officer  in  that  capacity  tlu^  city  iiad;  in  1875 
was  commissioned  by  the  Pi'esident  as  a 
J)e])Uty  Surveyor  and  to  make  allotnu'iits  for 


the  Chippe«'a  Indians  of  Wisconsin;  in  1877 
was  appointed  by  the  President  as  Surveyor- 
General  of  Dakota,  and  held  the  office  until 
July,  1881;  served  as  Registrar  of  the  United 
States  Laud  Office  here,  during  President 
Arthur's  administration.  During  the  war 
Mr.  Espersen  offered  his  services  in  the  field, 
and,  they  not  being  accepted,  he  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  raising  men  and  means  in  the 
furtherance  of  the  Union  cause.  In  1874  he 
was  appointed  Assistant  Sergeant  at  Arms  of 
the  Senate  of  Wisconsin,  and  served  dui-ing 
the  session. 

In  the  summer  of  1870,  upon  the  occasion 
of  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Espersen  jiaid  a 
visit  to  the  home  of  his  nativity,  and  traveled 
through  Germany,  Switzerland  and  Scandi- 
navia. 


fOIIX  DEXGLER,  cigar  maTuifacturer 
and  formerly  flavor  of  La  Crosse,  was 
born  in  Koenigswart,  in  the  German 
part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia,  Austria, 
January  1,  18-19.  His  father,  Francis  Dong- 
ler,  was  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Barbara  Dietl. 
Their  ancestry  were  people  of  good  physical 
constitution  and  long-lived,  and  were  mechan- 
ics, generally  blacksmitli£.  In  1856  Francis 
Dengler  came  to  America,  landing  at  New 
York  city,  and  the  next  year  brought  tiie 
family  over. 

^Ir.  John  Dengler  grew  to  manhood  in 
New  York  city.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
he  entered  a  cigar  manufactory,  became  an 
apprentice  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and  a  jour- 
neyman at  fifteen.  He  was  employed  in  New 
York  city  until  his  twenty-ninth  year,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  foreman  of  different 
factories,  always  in  an  amicable  relation,  those 
under  his   superintendency  never   being  (lis- 
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to  "strike."  In  1878  lie  came  West 
and  spent  some  six  months  at  St.  Paul,  and 
in  1879  located  at  La  Crosse.  Here  he  was 
superintendent  of  John  Pamperin's  cigar 
manufactoi-y  until  1884,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  began  business  tor  himself  in 
a  small  way,  for  a  time  employing  but  two 
hands;  but  his  trade  has  kept  steadily  grow- 
ing with  the  constantly  increasing  demand 
for  his  goods.  Ilis  business  has  grown  to 
such  proportions  that  at  this  writing,  in  1891, 
he  gives  employment  to  upwards  of  fifty  em- 
ployees, and  the  products  of  his  factory  find 
a  ready  market  in  many  of  the  principal 
towns  and  cities  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota 
and  Iowa. 

Being  thoroughly  Anierieanized,  Mr.  Deng- 
ler  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  public  ques- 
tions, both  national  and  State.  He  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  done 
much  efficient  work  in  the  interest  of  that 
organization,  though  he  has  never  soiight 
political  distinction  for  himself,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  to  the  promotion  of  his 
business  interests.  In  1889  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  and  faith- 
fully discharged  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Dengler  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man,  and  his  business  success  is  due  to  his 
own  industry,  energy  and  strict  integrity  in 
all   his  commercial  transactions. 

He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social  or- 
ganizations. 


:iLBUPt  I.  DUDLEY,  one  of  the  re- 
liable farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  La 
Crosse  county,  was  born  at  Guilford, 
New  Haven  county,  Connecticut,  March  31, 
1849,  and  is  a  son  of  William  L.  and  Phebe 
Dudley,  old   and    respected   residents  of  La 


Crosse  county.  lie  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  at  the  La  Crosse  Valley 
Seminary,  West  Salem,  and  at  a  business 
college  in  Chicago,  taking  a  three  months' 
course  at  the  latter  jilace.  He  Ijegan  the 
business  of  life  as  a  farmer,  and  has  since 
followed  agriculture.  In  1856  he  came  West 
with  his  parents,  who  were  among  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  and  in  his  youth  ex- 
perienced many  of  the  jirivatious  and  trials 
incident  to  lite  on  the  frontier.  He  now  re- 
sides two  and  a  half  miles  southwest  of  West 
Salem  on  a  valley  farm  of  300  acres;  the 
land  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
the  improvements  are  of  a  most  substantial 
character.  The  residence,  which  is  built  of 
brick,  is  a  large  and  convenient  dwelling,  and 
has  a  charming  site,  overlooking  the  fertile 
farms  which  stretch  in  every  direction.  Mr. 
Dudley  raises  grain,  hay  and  hogs;  he  plants 
from  si.\ty  to  eighty  acres  to  corn,  a  little 
more  to  oats,  and  fifty  to  sixty  acres  to  hay. 
Although  he  raises  large  numbers  of  hogs, 
he  also  has  high-grade  cattle  and  horses.  He 
is  a  pronounced  type  of  the  progressive  farm- 
er, and  has  been  very  successful  in  all  his 
undertakings. 

He  was  married  October  9,  1876,  to  Miss 
Marion  A.  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  George  E. 
and  Ellen  A.  Bailey,  honored  residents  of 
Mansfield,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Bailey  is  an 
inventor  of  considerable  notoriety,  being  a 
patentee  of  an  oven  sold  extensively  in  this 
country,  and  patented  in  England.  Mrs. 
Dudley  is  one  of  a  family  of  si.\  children,  of 
whom  she  is  the  oldest;  Carrie  married 
Alexander  McKea;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Boylston;  George  P.  married  Miss 
Mary  Burkenhead;  Frank  H.,  who  is  in  the 
bakery  business  with  his  father,  and  Sadie. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L^udley  have  been  born 
five  children:  George  AV.,  Lillian  L.,  Phebe 
E.,  Walter  B.  and  Sherman  L.     The  parents 
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are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Dudley  is  a  woman  of  intelligence  and 
culture,  and  was  a  successful  teacher  for 
several  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  Our 
worthy  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  poli- 
tics, and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  temper- 
ance movement. 


{SAAC  EMBERSON,  blacksmith,  and  the 
present  Alderman  for  the  Seventh  Ward, 
of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  BergCTi  township, 
Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  July  24,  1859,  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Carrie  (Ilolversoii)  Em- 
berson.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Norway 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man, 
locating  first  in  Virginia  and  afterward  mov- 
ing to  this  State,  and  died  September  2-4, 
1890,  leaving  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  mother  died  in  1866. 

Isaac,  as  lie  grew  to  manhood,  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  In  1880  he  came  to  La 
Crosse. 

lie  was  married  here,  to  Miss  Agnes 
Hughes,  a  native  of  St.  Mary's,  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Cath- 
arine Hughes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emberson  have 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Mary 
Olive,  Andrew  Russell  and  James  Murray. 
The  third  child,  Jacob,  is  deceased. 


flELS  OUSTAV  IlILLESTAD,  County 
Treasurer  of  La  Crosse  county,  was 
born  at  Drammen,  near  Christiania, 
Norway,  October  29,  1848,  the  son  of  Hans 
and  Martha  Ililiestad,  farmers.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  was  ajiprenticed  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  tnercantih;  store  at  Tonsberg. 
In  1866  he  came  to  Amei-ica,  settling  here 
in    l..a   Crosse   and    cntrairin;;  as  a  clerk  until 


1882,  and  since  as  a  partner  with  Christian 
Pedersou,  in  clothing  and  furnishing  goods, 
enjoying  a  successful  trade.  Being  an  active 
Worker  in  the  political  tield,  as  a  Democrat, 
he  was  e'ected  in  1890  to  his  present  respons- 
ible position,  already  named,  by  a  handsome 
majority,  in  a  county  which  has  generally 
been  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Norden  Society,  has  been  one  of  the  efficient 
officers  of  the  JS'ormanna  Sangerkor,  was  one 
of  the  charter  members  and  is  at  present  the 
treasurer.  He  is  also  the  treasurer  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Normanna  Lodge,  No.  260. 


^^T^ILLIAM  LOH MILLER,  agent  of 
\-\lW)i  the  Chicago  it  Northwestern  liail- 
l-e>iSfl  way  Company  at  La  Crosse,  and 
manager  of  the  La  Crosse  Fuel  Company, 
was  born  in  New  York  city,  April  23,  1844, 
a  son  of  John  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Hoerner) 
Lohmiller.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Sar- 
bruck,  France  (now  Alsace,  Germany),  was 
an  architect  and  builder,  and  came  to  America 
in  1829,  when  a  young  man,  locating  in  New 
York  city,  where  he  was  married.  His  wife 
was  born  near  Johannisberg,  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many. In  1856  .lohn  W.  Lohmiller  came 
to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Fort  Atkinson, 
where  he  brought  up  live  sons,  all  (if  whom 
are  still  living. 

William,  wiiose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
learned  the  drug  trade,  following  it  in  Madi- 
son and  Fort  Atkinson  for  about  twelve 
years;  was  then  agent  for  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  at  Sparta 
nearly  fifteen  years,  and  finally  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  in  1885.  In  1887  he  organized 
the  La  Crosse  Fuel  Company,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  the  manager.  He  is  a  Thirty- 
second-degree  Mason,  being  a  member  of 
Oriental  Consistory  ami    also   of   the   Mystic 
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Siiriue.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  liojal 
Arcanum,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  Interna- 
tional Asso3iation  of  Ticket  Agents.  He 
and  family  attend  worship  at  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  At  present  he  is  an  Alder- 
man of  the  Fourteenth  Ward  of  La  Crosse, 
for  term  ending  1S95. 

He  was  married  in  Chicago,  in  1871,  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Hickox,  a  native  of  Wisconsin 
and  a  daughter  of  Lyman  Hickox,  of  Fort 
Atkinson,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Hickox  settled 
in  this  state  from  Syracuse,  New  York,  in 
1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lohmiller  have  three 
sons,  viz.:  Leavenworth  William,  a  young 
man  of  bright  promise  and  now  a  clerk  in 
the  freight  ofhce  of  the  Ciiieago  &  North- 
western Railway  Company,  and  a  partner  in 
the  stationery  business  of  Fred  Leach  &Co. ; 
Royal  Kasson  and  Calvin  Arthur. 


fOHN  ALOYS  RENGGLY,  M.  D.,  City 
Physician  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Schmerikon,  in  the  canton  of  St. 
Gallen,  Switzerland,  Decemlier  27,  1827,  son 
of  Anton  and  Therese  (Keller)  Rcnggly.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  We  find 
these  people  belonging  probably  more  to 
Entlebuch  in  the  canton  of  Lucerne.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  and  studied  medicine  there  and 
at  Vienna,  Austria,  completing  his  studies 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  He  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  Zurich  till  1866,  when 
he  came  to  America  and  direct  to  La  Crosse. 
Here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  en- 
gaged in  a  medical  practice. 

Dr.  Renggly  was  married,  in  Zurich,  Swit- 
zerland, to  Miss  Louise  Arbenz,  by  whom  he 
has  one  son,  Alfred,  a  bookkeeper  by  profes- 
sion. During  the  years  1883,  '84  and  '85 
the  Doctor  held  the  office  of  city    physician. 


which  position  he  is  now  tilling.  He  has 
also  served  the  city  as  Supervisor  of  its 
schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  (J.  O.  F., 
and  is  medical  examiner  for  the  lodge  to 
which  he  belongs. 


fC.  HERRINGTON,  yard  master  for 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern 
"^  **  Railroad  at  North  La  Crosse,  was  born 
in  Clyde,  New  York,  in  1853,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Julia  (Strong)  Herrington,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  They  removed  to  Ciii- 
eago in  1866,  and  tliere  passed  the  remainder 
of  tlieir  days;  the  father  died  in  1871,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  .)ears,  and  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  fourteen  years,  passing  away  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Young  Herrington 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Chicago 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  Company;  he  began 
work  in  the  machine  shop,  where  he  was  for 
eighteen  months;  then  he  was  fireman  on  a 
locomotive  for  tliree  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  switching 
department;  there  he  continued  seven  years, 
giving  complete  satisfaction  to  the  company; 
he  was  next  promoted  to  the  position  of  yard 
master  for  this  company  at  Chicago,  where 
lie  was  until  1886;  he  was  then  sent  to  La 
Crosse  to  take  charge  of  the  (Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Northern  yards.  He  has  always 
rendeied  the  railway  company  the  most  effi- 
cient service,  and  iiis  merits  have  not  been 
without  recognition.  Although  young  in 
years  he  Isold  in  the  railway  business,  having 
devoted  twenty-three  years  to  the  various 
positions  he  has  been  called  upon  to  till. 

Mr.  Herrington  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  of  La  Crosse,  and  holds  the  office 
of  Iveeper  of  the  Seals  and  Records. 
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In  1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susie  Clark  of  Chicago,  a  daughter  of  Hugh 
and  Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Clark;  her  father 
was  a  contractor  in  Chicago;  both  are  now 
deceased;  tlie  father  died  in  1867, aged  forty- 
five  years,  and  the  mother  in  1886,  at  the 
a<je  of  sixty  Tiiiie  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ilerrington  have  been  born  five  children: 
George,  Frank,  Norman,  Bessie  and  Ethel; 
Frankie  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  ten 
iiinnths,  his  death  being  a  sore  trial  to  the 
])arents. 


and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
lie  and  his  lirother  John  are  independent  in 
their  political  views,  voting  for  the  man 
rather  than  the  party.  Doth  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.      Juhu  is    unniarrie<l. 


^^yuiTu 


^jiriri^^ 


fCIlNELL  BROS.,  brick  manufacturers. 
La  Crosse,  one  of  the  most  noted  and 
successful  concerns  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  is  that  conducted  by  Schnell  Bros., 
(I'liilipp  and  John),  who  have  owned  and 
operated  the  Schnell  Bros,  brick  yards  for 
the  last  five  years.  They  turn  out  from 
1,200,000  to  1,500,000  bricks  per  year  and 
sell  the  same  in  La  Crosse.  Tliese  brothers 
arc  doing  a  good  business  and  are  energetic 
and  industrious  citizens  who  are  a  credit  to 
any  community.  They  are  well  liked  by 
their  business  associates.  Their  parents, 
Frederick  and  Marguerette  Schnell,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1870.  The  father  is  still  living,  on 
an  adjoining  farm,  but  tlio  muther  received 
her  final  sumnicms  in  1nS9,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three. 

I'hillip  Schnell  was  married  in  18S2,  to 
Miss  Lena  Feyen,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Katie  Feyen,  natives  of  Germany  who  came 
to  La  Crosse  about  1858.  To  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Schnell  have  been  l)orn  three  children:  John, 
Charles  and  Bhilipi).  Mr.  Schnell  has  been 
called  to  serve  his  town  in  a  nunibfi- nf  p(i>i 
lions  and  has  dune   so   with  credit  to  himself 


L.  DUDLEY,  a  citi/j.'n  of  La  Crosse 
oy/fflvjn  county,  has  borne  his  share  of  the 
l*-=p^o  burden  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  the 
pioneer;  he  has  aided  in  preparing  the  way 
for  the  march  of  civilization  and  progress, 
and  it  is  to  such  men  that  the  present  gener- 
ation is  indebted  for  the  rare  educational  fa- 
cilities and  the  many  opportunities  afforded 
both  in  agricultural  and  commercial  life.  He 
was  born  in  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut, 
October  26,  1816,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Deborah  (Lee)  Dudley,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. His  father  died  in  the  State  in 
which  he  was  born,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years;  the  mother,  a  most  noble  and  lovable 
woman,  died  in  1827,  aged  forty-four  years. 
Both  were  exemplary  Christians,  and  devout 
membersof  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
reared  a  family  of  two  sons  and  five  dauah- 
ters,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

AV.  L.  Dudley  was  reared  on  his  lather's 
farm  in  Connecticut,  and  agriculture  has 
bcfU  his  principal  ticcupation  throngh  life, 
and  in  this  calling  he  has  been  lieservedly 
successful.  In  his  youth  he  worked  for  a 
period  of  three  years  in  a  comb  factory,  and 
he  was  very  highly  spoken  of  by  his  employ- 
ers. His  motto  in  life  has  been,  "  Keep  thy 
word  sacred  and  inviolate,"  and  a  life  accord- 
ing to  this  precej)t  has  brought  its  reward. 

In  1856  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  from 
Connecticut,  and  settled  in  LaC'rosse  county; 
the  following  yeai-  his  family  made  the  jt)ur- 
ney,  and  as  his  health  was  greatly  improved 
by  the  change,  they   decided  to  I'eiiiain.      He 
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has  been  very  wise  in  liis  investments,  and 
now  owns  several  hundred  acres  of  hmd,  a 
large  portion  of  which  is  as  fine  as  lies  within 
the  borders  of  the  county;  his  improvements 
are  of  a  substantial  character,  his  residence 
is  delightfully  situated,  and  he  is  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  of  the  day.  His  farm 
is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  grains  and 
live-stock,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the 
most   reliable  farmers  of   the    county. 

Mr.  Dudley  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds 
of  matrimony  JS^ovember  10,  1841,  to  Miss 
Phebe  A.  Ives,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  Ives,  of  New  Haven  county,  Con- 
necticnt.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  a 
young  girl,  but  her  mother  lived  to  be  over 
eighty  years  old.  Of  this  union  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  were  born.  Caroline 
married  John  Aldrich,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children;  Walter  W.  resides  in  Oiiicago, 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Beecher,  and  tliey 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Grace;  Wilbur 
I.,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on  another 
pa^e  of  this  volume,  and  Jennie  L.,  wife  of 
Henry  I).  Griswold,  who  died  leaving  four 
children;  she  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  a  woman  of  un- 
usual force  of  character. 

fRED  HEMKEIv,,  one  of  the  progressive 
and  enteiprisino;  citizens  of  Hamilton 
township,  is  entitled  to  the  following 
space  in  the  record  of  the  leading  men  of  La 
Crosse  county.  He  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  July  22,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Sophia  (Elo)  Hemker,  natives  of 
the  German  Empire.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  followed  his  calling  with 
rare  intelligence.  In  1866  he  emigrated  to 
America,  and  after  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States   came  to  La  Crosse  county,  w^here  he 


lived  with  his  children.  Fred  llemker  is  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  brick  and  stone  mason,  and  worked 
at  this  business  fourteen  years  in  his  native 
land.  In  186-4  he  determined  to  come  to  the 
United  States,  and  carrying  out  this  determi- 
nation we  find  him  a  citizen  of  Hamilton 
township.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
three  or  four  years,  and  after  his  marriage  in 
1869  he  settled  on  a  farm  of  220  acres, 
located  in  the  La  Crosse  valley.  This  was 
wild  land,  entirely  unimproved,  but  years  of 
toil  Jiave  converted  it  into  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fertile  tracts  in  the  township. 
The  principal  crops  are  wheat,  oats  and  corn. 
Mr.  Hemker  also  does  a  thriving  dairy  busi- 
ness, keeping  from  twelve  to  fourteen  head 
of  cows.  He  has  some  good  hogs  of  the 
Poland-China  stock,  and  a  few  fine  head  of 
horses.  His  buildings  are  of  good  style, 
roomy  and  convenient;  the  residence  is  partly 
of  solid  and  partly  of  veneered  brick,  and  is 
situated  on  an  attractive  spot,  commaiidinu- 
a  view  of  this  fertile  valley.  The  cellar  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  beincr  cut  in 
the  solid  rock.  There  is  a  thrifty  youno; 
orchard,  and  all  the  surroundings  are  pleat-ing 
and  homelike. 

Mr.  Hemker  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Town  Board  for  six  years,  and  in  this  capacity 
has  done  his  community  most  ethcient  service. 
He  is  a  man  of  good,  sound  judgment,  is 
genial  and  courteous  of  manner,  and  a  irood 
representative  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  He 
is  president  of  the  Free-Thinkers'  Society  of 
Bostwick  valley,  and  is  one  tif  its  most  ad- 
vanced members. 

He  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss  Wilhel- 
mine  Wege,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Su{)liia 
Wege,  residents  of  Hamilton  township.  Mrs. 
Hemker  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  children: 
I'red,  Lizzie,  ]\rary,  Dora  and  herself.     She  is 
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a  woman  of  kiiul,  gentle  ilisposition.  and 
higlily  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. To  our  suliject  and  wit'e  have  been 
born  three  children:  Emma,  Fred  and  Alfred. 
Fred  is  overseeing  the  farm,  and  has  disnlayed 
great  aj)titude  for  agricultural  pur-suits. 


I^AMUEL  MATIIESON,  a  generaj 
1^1)  'nt-Tchant  at  Bangor,  was  born  in  Nor. 
''^^  \^a,v,  fourteen  miles  from  Christiania, 
Febrnary  11,  1843,  a  son  of  Matheus  Swan- 
sen,  a  native  of  Norway,  wlio  is  now  ninety 
years  of  age.  ()ur  subject  wasieared  to  farm 
life,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Ilia  native  place.  lie  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1866,  and  first  stopped  two  years 
in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  after  which  be 
removed  to  Trempealeau  county.  Hespent 
the  tii'st  seven  years  in  this  State  in  working 
on  a  farm  during  the  summers  and  in  the 
lumber  woods  in  the  winters.  In  the  fall  of 
1873  he  began  clerking  in  the  store  of  A.  II. 
Kneland,  in  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county, 
and  remained  with  him  until  1876,  when  he 
and  hi,,  cousin,  John  E.  Jdhnson,  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  at  Blair,  theirs  being 
the  first  hardware  store  in  that  place.  Tlieir 
building  was  destroyed  by  fire  July  27,  1891. 
Mr.  Matheson  sold  his  interest  in  1878,  after 
which  he  owned  and  operated  a  farm  two 
years,  and  then  engaged  in  clerking  in  a 
wliolesale  hardware  store  two  years  at  La 
Cros-e.  In  1881  lie  went  to  Onalaska,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  clerked  one  year,  and  in 
1882  came  to  Bangor  and  engaged  in  his 
present  business.  He  carries  a  full  line  of 
general  merchandise,  lia\ing  a  cajiital  stock 
of  fi5,5()n  and  annual  sales  amounting  to 
$15,000. 

Mr.  Matheson  was  married    December    I'J, 
1874,  to    Caroline  Tiiompson,  who   was   i»orn 


October  Ki.  ls4S,  a  daugliter  of  Thorsteu 
Thompson,  of  Taylor,  South  Dakota.  They 
have  live  children,  tour  of  whom  still  survive, 
namely:  Laura,  born  August  22,  ls7o;  Inga 
C.  August  14,  1880;  Mollie  B.,  December  2, 
1883;  and  Thomas  A.,  August  1,  1886.  The 
deceased,  Fritchof,  died  at  the  age  of  tive 
years.  The  mother  died  August  8,  1889. 
She  was  reared  a  Lutheran,  but  at  the  time 
of  her  death  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  an  affec- 
tionate wife  and  mother,  and  her  loss  is 
keenly  felt  by  her  neighbors  and  friends.  She 
was  a  devoted  Christian  worker,  and  a  valu- 
able member  of  society.  ()iir  subject  also 
was  reared  a  Lutheran,  and  still  holds  to  the 
mother  church.  He  is  a  memlier  of  the  M. 
W.  of  A. 


fllARLES  \V.  McKEXZLE,  a  pioneer  of 
the  La  Crosse  valley,  resides  on  section 
^  6,  range  5  west,  Bangor  township.  La 
Crosse  county.  lie  was  born  in  Waltham, 
Addison  county,  Vermont,  a  son  of  Abraham 
McKenzie,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  but 
an  early  settler  of  this  county,  having  located 
here  in  1854.  Our  subject's  mother,  Sophia 
Brown,  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  w;is  a 
daugliter  of  the  noted  I'hineas  Brown,  who 
came  from  AValthain,  England,  in  an  early 
day.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  Waltham, 
Massachusetts,  and  also  named  the  place,  and 
years  afterward  he  removed  to  Vermont  and 
estal)lished  and  named  the  Waltham  of  that 
State.  Our  subject's  gi-aiuifather,  Alexander 
McKenzie,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  pressed 
aboard  a  liritish  man-of-war  and  sent  to 
America  as  a  Britisli  soldier;  but  his  uncle, 
John  Mclven/.ie,  then  second  in  conimand, 
refused  to  allow  them  to  compel  Alexander 
to   sign    the    jmpers.  ami   drew    his    sword    to 
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emphasize  liis  assertion.  Tlie  captain  finally 
exempted  him,  putting  him  ashore  at  -Hoston, 
when  seventeen  years  <A  age.  He  at  (.nice 
enlisted  on  board  an  American  jirivateer- 
where  he  served  three  jears,  and  afterward 
two  years  on  land,  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Brandywine  and  many  others.  He  was  a 
persona]  friend  of  President  Monroe,  and 
died  an  honored  citizen  of  Waltham,  A^er- 
mont.  Onr  subject's  paients  had  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namel}': 
Sophia,  now  Mi-t.  Enrke;  Sarah,  who  married 
Mr.  Header,  and  lives  in  La  Crosse;  and 
Belle,  now  Mrs.  Carrigan,  of  Sparta,  AVis- 
consin. 

Mr.  McKenzie.  onr  subject,  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  also  taught 
school  one  term  in  Vermont.  He  cam.e  to 
Winnebago  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1850,w]iere 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  the  first 
summer,  and  the  following  winter  tautdit 
school  in  Chester  township,  near  Waupnn, 
Dodge  ciiunty,  Wisconsin,  and  later  taught 
two  terms  where  Brandon  now  stands,  in 
Fond  dn  Lac  county.  Hi  August,  1S51,  lie 
settled  on  his  present  (arm  of  2()()  acres, 
which  he  purchased  from  the  State,  and  at 
once  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  began  to  keep 
bach.  The  first  night  he  had  six  Indiaub  to 
stay  with  him,  who  were  then  numerous  Init 
peaceable.  He  made  I'ails  and  fenced  land 
the  first  winter,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
same  season  he  went  to  La  Crosse  and  with 
his  oxen  hauled  the  timber  for  the  first  dock 
ever  built  in  La  Crosse.  In  the  fall  of  1851 
Mr.  McKenzie  freighted  goods  from  Sheboy- 
gan to  La  Crosse,  camping  out  at  nights, 
which  were  made  hideous  by  the  howling  of 
wolves,  and  tlie  only  weapons  he  possessed 
were  an  ax  and  a  jack-knife.  In  April,  1852, 
he  returned  to  Oshkosh,  and  worked  in  a  saw- 
mill at  that   place   until   the  spring  of  1854 


and  was  also  engaged  in  teaching  school 
during  the  winters.  He  brought  his  wife  to 
this  place  in  June.  Is.jl.  and,  tlie  i-oof  being 
gone  from  his  cabin,  they  lived  in  the  wagons 
three  weeks,  using  the  old  cabin  for  a  stable. 
He  hauled  lumber  from  the  Kickapoo  valley, 
forty  miles  distant,  and  after  reaching  the 
mill  the  lumber  was  all  engaged,  and  lie 
begged  permission  to  run  the  mill  that  night, 
and  in  that  way  secured  enough  lumber  to 
load  his  wagons.  He  built  a  small  frame 
house,  which  was  the  first  one  ever  built  in 
this  vicinity. 

Mr.  McKenzie  was  married  in  Waupiin, 
x\pril  10,  1852.  to  Lydia  V,.  Uolierts,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Rob- 
erts, now  deceased.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: Ida,  now  Mrs.  l)r.  Newton,  of  liangor; 
Emma,  and  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Jones,  of  Minneapolis.  Mr.  McKenzie  was 
Town  Treasurer  one  term,  and  also  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  two  years.  Socially  he  is 
a  meml)er  of  the  A.  O.  V .  W..  and  religi- 
ously of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  attended 
the  organization  of  the  fii-st  Baptist  Church 
in  La  Crosse  valley,  which  oceuri-eil  in  Janu- 
ary, 1852,  at  the  house  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Smith,  services  l)eing  conducted  by  Elder 
William  Card,  who  formerly  preached  in 
Fond  du  Lac  and  other  points. 

§EVI  WITHEE,  whose  name  has  been 
known  and  honored  in  La  Crosse  county 
since  1853,  is  the  descendant  of  sturdy 
New  England  ancestors.  His  parents  were 
Zachariah  and  Polly  (Longley)  Withee,  na- 
tives of  Maine,  the  father  being  of  Irish  line- 
age, and  the  mother  of  English  extraction. 
Zachariah  Withee  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  was  a  leading  member  of  the  agri- 
cultural  community.      He   was    a  soldier   in 
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the  war  of  1812,  iiiid  for  the  service  reiidereil 
his  country  received  a  land  waiTaiit.  Ilis 
wife  was  one  nf  tlie  liest  of  woineti,  ])ossess- 
ing  that  great  hreadth  of  cliaracter  which 
enabled  her  to  befriend  the  distressed  and 
need^'.  and  to  give  companionship  to  those  of 
high  estate.  For  over  fifty  years  she  and 
her  husijand  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  he  died  in  1S76,  at  the  age 
of  eightv-two  years;  she  passed  away  in  1S71, 
at  the  age  of  seventv-four.  Levi  Witliee  was 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  October  '2('), 
1834,  and  is  the  Kfth  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  oidy  three  nf  wlioin  survive.  lie 
received  his  education  in  his  nati\'e  State,  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
The  '.ide  of  emigration  was  sweeping  west- 
ward, ami  the  opportunities  seemed  so  much 
greater  to  the  young  and  ambitious  man  that 
in  1853  Mr.  Withee  found  himself  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  taking  up  the  laborious 
life  of  the  pioneer.  He  secured  employment 
with  a  lumber  firm,  ami  in  1S59  was  enabled 
to  open  a  business  o.i  his  own  account,  in 
Clark  county,  Wisconsin.  Prosperity  has 
attended  his  every  a'_-tion,  and  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  e-tate.  He  is  one  of 
the  large  stockholders  of  the  Island  Mill 
Lumber  Co;i:pany,  (_>f  the  .Vliattcdr  of  La 
Crosse,  of  the  Electric  Liglit  I'lant,  and  of  the 
Gas  Light  Company,  lie  lias  fi.)r  sevei'al 
years  been  a  meiTiber  of  the  firm  of  liright  & 
Withoe,  a  logging  com|)any.  and  of  the  La 
Crosse  Farming  Conijiany.  He  is  a  man  of 
excellent  business  ability,  of  sound  judmnenl 
and  kecti  foresight,  and  unusual  executive 
ability. 

Mr.  Withee  was  married.  June  3,  1S()S,  to 
Miss  Lovisa  Smith,  a  daughtiM-  of  ( )ramre 
and  Harriet  (Ketchum)  .Smith,  of  La  I'rosse, 
Wisconsin.  Hei-  fatln;r  was  born  in  l*'i-ankliii 
county,  New  York.  October  11,  IMIO.  ami 
died  near  West   Salem,   Wisconsin,    in    1^^L 


He  was  a  farmer  and  resided  in  Franklin 
county  till  1835,  when  he  emio;rated  to  Cook 
county,  Illinois.  Later  he  went  to  Lake 
county,  Illinois.  In  1851  he  came  to  La 
Crosse  county,  and  enteretl  a  farm  near 
Onalaska,  which  he  sold  in  1875,  ami  re- 
moved to  West  Salem,  Wisconsin,  in  1870. 
He  was  County  Commissioner  for  three  years, 
and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Onalaska  for 
many  years.  He  was  honorable,  prudent,  and 
persevering  in  any  cause  lie  espoused,  and  left 
behind  him  an  untarnished   reputation. 

He  was  married  to  Harriet  Ketchum,  a 
native  of  lirooklyn  county,  Vermont.  She 
died  in  Illinois,  in  February.  1S51.  His  sec- 
ond tnarriacre  was  to  Laurina  Holden,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1814.  Nine  chil- 
di-en  wei'e  born  of  his  tii-st  marriage,  only 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Henry,  the  oldest, 
lives  at  Orant's  Pass,  Oregon;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Lovisa  Withee.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  affiliates  with  the  liepublican 
party,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  enter- 
prises tending  to  advance  the  city,  county  and 
State. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Withee  has  been  born 
one  child.  Aimer,  a  pupil  of  the  La  Crosse 
public  schools.  Tlie  jiarents  are  members  of 
the  Universalist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Withee 
is  a  trustee.  In  his  political  ojiinious  he 
adheres  to  the  Republican  party. 


|KTEIl  KIENIIOLZ,  Clerk  of  the  Cir- 
cuit (\iurt  of  La  Crosse  county,  was 
~3C  born  in  Hrienz,  canton  of  Berne,  Swit- 
zerland. Xovember  25,  1840,  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Magdalena  (Schild)  Kienholz.  His  father, 
a  cariienter  by  trade,  emigrated  to  America 
in  ls5l').  settling  in  Shelby  township,  La 
Oosse  county,  where  he  brought  up  a  son 
aii<l  five  dau.diters,  ami  dieil  August  1,  1884. 
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Mr.  Kienholz,  our  snliject.  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  has  continued  tlierein  until  the 
present,  in  Shelhy  township.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  this  county,  to  Mi.ss  Mary  Ilass,  a 
native  of  Pomerania,  Prussia,  and  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  AVilliam  and  Henrietta  (Hass) 
Hass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kieidiolz  have  three 
sons  and  one  daughter:  John  Peter,  Louisa, 
William  Peter  and  George  Edwin.  Mr. 
Kienholz  is  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  Club, 
and  he  and  his  wife  worship  at  the  German 
Ketbrmed  Church. 


fE.  AYITEELEK,  president  of  the  Ex- 
change State  Pank,  and  proprietor  of 
*  the  Novelty  Wood  Works  of  North  La 
Crosse,  has  been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  La  Crosse  county  since  1879,  and  is  de- 
serving of  more  than  passing  mention.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  l)orn  in  Buf- 
falo, October  10,  1850.  His  parents,  John 
R.  and  Mary  (Rockwell)  Wheeler,  came  from 
the  same  State.  The  father  emigrated  to 
Wisconsin  in  1858,  and  settled  in  Walworth 
county;  he  was  connected  with  a  bank  there 
for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Colum- 
bus. He  made  a  trip  to  Colorado  with  his 
son,  our  subject,  and  made  investments  in 
sheep,  cattle,  in  the  gold  and  smelting  works, 
and  other  enterprises.  He  came  to  La  Crosse 
in  poor  health,  and  died  here  September  19, 
1881,  upon  the  same  day  that  President  Gar- 
field passed  away.  His  acre  was  sixty-si.\ 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  They  were  both  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  people  of  rare  culture  and  refinement. 
After  Mr.  Wheeler  was  forty-five  years  of 
age  he  mastered  the  Spanish,  German  and 
French  languages.  He  began  life  with  few 
advantages,  save  his  own  high    purposes,  and 


arose  to  a  position  commanding  the  honor 
and  deepest  i-espcct  of  an  advanced  com- 
munity. Afrs.  Wheeler  was  for  many  years 
a  teacher  in  the  higher  grades  in  tlie  schools 
of  the  South,  and  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  educators. 

J.  E.  Wheeler,  son  of  the  above,  was  edu- 
cated in  liacine  College,  where  he  was  a  class- 
mate of  Governor  Merriani,  of  Minnesota. 
He  was  graduated  with  the  bonoi's  of  his 
class  in  1870,  ami  after  this  import^iiit  event 
was  engaged  as  teller  in  the  bank  belonging 
to  his  fatlier  in  Columbus,  Wisconsin.  He 
remained  there  one  year,  and  in  1S71  went 
into  the  cattle  traile  in  Ivansas;  in  this 
venture  lie  lost  all  lie  had  on  acc()uut  of  the 
prairie  fires  that  raged  that  season  and  the 
severe  winter  which  followed.  The  sheep 
business  next  engaged  his  attention  in  Colo- 
rado. There  he  was  eminently  successful,  and 
in  five  years  made  as  much  as  he  had  lost  in 
the  cattle  trade. 

In  1^79  he  [lureliased  a  large  interest  in 
the  I'lrst  National  Bank  of  Colorado  .Springs, 
but  sold  this  in  order  to  give  his  attention  to 
the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate;  this 
business  required  his  time  for  five  years.  In 
1888  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Ex- 
change State  Bank,  and  in  tlie  fall  of  1891 
was  re-elected  to  the  office.  The  capital 
stock  of  this  bank  is  )?25.000.  The  vice- 
president  is  N.  B.  Hoi  way;  cashier,  H.  P. 
Magill,and  teller,  E.  B.  Nelson.  Mr.  Wheeler 
is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  La  (.!rosse  Wal- 
lace Carriage  Works,  and  is  the  owner  and 
proprietor  of  the  Novelty  Wood  Works;  this 
is  an  important  industry  to  the  city  of  La 
Crosse,  manufacturing  lumber,  lath,  shingles, 
sash,  doors,  blinds,  fancy  hard-woods,  and  ar- 
ticles in  wood  for  patentees. 

Mr.  Wheeler  owns  two  farms,  one  in  Colo- 
rado and  one  in  Walworth  county,  Wiscon- 
sin;    the    former     is    a     milk     ranch,     con- 


niOGUA vine. i l   ii is t>r y 


taiiiiiii;  4.01)0  acre.^,  and  pastiiriiii;  \~Ti  cows. 
In  1^7-t  lie  was  joined  in  wedldck  to  Miss 
Alice  Kdwanls.  a  lad v  nf  cnlture  and  a  daiigli- 
ter  of  J.  L.  Edwards,  nt'  Walwortli  county, 
Wisconsin.  Tliree  cliil<lren  liave  lieen  horn 
of  this  union:  J.  Russell,  Ilerliert  E.  and 
Marie  Adelaide.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  occupy  a  lead- 
ing position  in  social  circles.  Mr.  Wheeler 
is  a  man  of  the  most  correct  iiusiness  meth- 
ods, is  courteous  an<l  affal)le  of  maniiei',  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  classes  ot'  citizens. 
lie  has  a  hcautiful  home,  where  he  has  sur- 
roundeii  his  family  with  all  the  comforts  that 
our  present  civilization  sui^oests. 


fEXZEL  GIIAMS,  dealer  in  groceries, 
provisions,  wines,  liquors,  etc.,  and 
Alderman  for  the  Thirteenth  Ward, 
La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Teschen  on  the  Elbe, 
Austria,  September  29,  1S51,  a  son  of  August 
and  Eleanora  (John)  Grams,  wlio  came  to 
America  in  1857,  landing  at  >vew  York 
city.  Coming  directly  to  La  Crosse  county, 
they  settled  on  a  farm  in  (Greenfield  town- 
ship, where  tlie  lather  didl  .September  2.j. 
1805,  and  is  Iniried  in  ALirmon  Coolie  ceme- 
tery. Of  tlieir  family  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  are  living:  Frank  a  farmer  of 
Eureka,  Dakota;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Michael 
Funk  of  La  Crosse;  and  the  three  brothers, 
Wen/.el,  John  and  August,  who  constituted 
the  firm  of  W.  Grams  &  l'.rt)s.,  until  1886, 
when  Wenzel  bought  the  intei'est  of  his 
brothers,  who  later  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  boilers  at  I^a  ('rosse. 

In  November,  1867,  Mrs.  (irams  married 
Frantz  Ileinrich  of  \'ernon  county,  Wiscon- 
sin,  where  they  resided  Until  IST.j,  when  they 
removed   to    La  Crosse.      Mr.    Ileinricli   died 


in  September.  1n79.  and  Mrs.  Ileinrich  on 
September  21,  lS80. 

.Mr.  \\'enzel  Grams,  our  subject,  grew  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  leaving  it  September  10, 
1875,  to  engage  in  mercantile  business  at  tlie 
present  stand.  In  1S87  he  was  elected  Alder- 
man for  his  ward,  anti  re-elected  in  the  spring 
of  1891. 

He  was  married  February  22,  1S79,  at 
La  Crosse,  to  Katharina  Leisgang,  a  native  of 
America  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  ^[ary 
Leisgang,  natives  of  Gei-manv.  They  have 
one  son  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Camilla 
Kalharina,  b(}rn  April  10,  1^80,;  J^'onora 
Mary,  Fehruary  7,  1882,  and  Alfred  Wenzel, 
Augu.-t  30.  1886.  George  August,  the 
youngest  child,  is  deceased. 

Joini  Leisgang,  the  father  of  ^[rs.  Grams, 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  April  29,  1831.  He 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  aliout 
1852,  locating  at  Milwaukee.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade. 

On  Dec  ember  15,  ls57,  at  Hustisford 
Wisconsin,  he  married  Mary  Kartas,  who 
was  boiMi  near  Trier  in  Prussia,  June  22, 
1835.  She  emigrated  to  America  with  her 
parents,  arriving  at  Milwaukee  October  6, 
1852.  To  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Leisgang  wei-e  born 
five  sons  and  tour  daughters,  but  one  died  in 
infancy  and  one  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
Those  living  are  Katherina,wite  of  W.  Grains; 
Mary;  Maggie,  the  wife  of  H.  Scluiltz;  Liz- 
zie, who  wedded  George  Egelburg,  of  Mil- 
waukee; John,  Frank  and  Charley,  who  live 
at  home  with  tlieir  mother  in  La  Crosse. 
Mr.  Leisgang  died  at  his  home  in  La  Ci'osse, 
July  26,  1886. 


O.  TOLLEFSON.  farmer,  P.arre  Mills, 
Wisconsin.       Although     a     compara- 
'i?''  ®   tively  young   man    .Mr.  Tollefson    has 
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risen  to  a  position  in  agriciiitui-al  affairs  in 
La  Crosse  county  whicli  many  older  in  years 
and  opportunities  miglit  envy.  He  is  the 
only  son  of  six  children  l)ui-(i  to  Ole  and 
Mary  Halvorson  (Strand)  Tollefson,  natives 
of  Norway.  The  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1S52  and  went  first  to  Kosli- 
kolong,  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  two 
years.  In  1854  they  removed  to  La  Crosse 
county,  "Wisconsin,  where  their  only  sun,  T. 
O.,  and  tive  daughters  were  born.  The  father 
and  mother  and  three  daughters  are  now  re- 
siding in  La  Crosse.  One  daughter  is  living 
in  Menomonie,  Dunn  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  another  in  Trempealeau  county  of  this 
State.  T.  O.  Tollefson  attained  his  growth 
in  his  native  county  and  was  married  in  1880 
to  Miss  Lisette  Wege,  a  native  of  Germany 
and  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sophia  Wege, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  Mr.  Wege  died 
in  Germany  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  lifty  years; 
and  his  widow,  with  live  children — Lisette, 
Minnie,  Fred,  Mary  and  Dora — came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  La  Crosse  county. 
She  is  now  residing  with  her  daughter  Min- 
nie. Mary  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tollef- 
son's  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Artliur  K.,  Orrin  J.  and  one  de- 
ceased, unnamed.  They  are  worthy  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Bostwick  Valley 
and  liberal  contributors  to  the  same.  Mr. 
Tollefson  has  held  a  number  of  local  positions 
and  has  filled  them  in  a  creditable  and  satis- 
factory manner.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  tine 
farm  of  230  acres,  all  valley  land,  and  has  it 
nnder  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a 
large  farm  house,  a  stone-basement  barn  cap- 
able of  stalling  eight  head  of  horses  and  forty 
head  of  cattle,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
stock-raisers  of  the  township,  keeping  a  good 
grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  His  sur- 
roimdings  indicate  thrifty,  energetic  and 
capable  management.     He  is  a  public-spirited 


citizen  and  gives  his  hearty  sup|)ort  to  all 
worthy  enterj)rises  fur  the  advancement  of 
the  county.  In  ptilitic-  he  atKliates  with  the 
iiepiiblican  jiarty. 


fD.  GOODRICH,  station  agent  for  the 
Chicago,  Alilwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
,1-  *  way  C'umpany,  at  West  Salem,  was 
lioru  in  Rutland  county,  Verinunt,  March  8, 
1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Mason  and  Sarah  C. 
(Dana)  Goodrich,  natives  of  the  "  Green 
Mountain  "  State.  The  father  was  a  black- 
smith and  machinist  by  trade,  aiiii  billowed 
this  occupation  until  1859,  when  he  came  to 
Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Dane  county;  later  he  removed  to 
Sun  Prairie,  and  there  purchased  a  shop  and 
resumed  his  trade.  He  died  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years;  his  wife  died  in 
1856;  they  were  consistent  memliers  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  They  reared  a 
family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Henry  enlisted  in  1862,  in  Com- 
pany K,  Thirty-third  AVisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  soon  afterward  taken  ill  and 
died,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  A.  D., 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  had  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  two  years  when  he 
abandoned  this  work,  and  enlisted  in  the  same 
company  and  regiment  as  his  brother.  He 
was  in  many  of  the  most  noted  engagements 
of  the  war,  and  did  valiant  and  faithful  ser- 
vice in  the  cause  he  had  espoused.  He  was 
on  duty  for  three  years,  and  in  this  time  par- 
ticipated in  sixteen  battles:  Cold  Water, 
Mississippi;  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  for  thirty 
daj's;  Jackson,  Mississippi,  for  two  days; 
Pleasant  Hill  Landing,  Louisiana;  Ft.  De 
Russy,  Louisiana;  Yellow  Bayou,  Louisiana; 
Cane  River,  Louisiana;  Marksville,  Louisiana; 
Tupelo,  Mississippi;  Old  Town  Creek,  Louisi- 
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ana:  Na-liville,  Tennes^iee.  two  days;  the  siege 
of  Moliile  and  Spaiiisli  I''()i-t,  tor  tit'teen  liays; 
Caiiiargo  Cross  Ri.iads,  C'lautiei'ville,  Bayou 
J^oef  and  C'oiishatte  Cliutf.  lie  enlisted  as 
a  jirivate,  and  was  first  promoted  to  the  office 
of  Orderly  Sergeant,  and  later  to  the  First 
Lieutenancy,  a  position  he  had  fjJled  eight 
inontliB  before  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  August  14.  1805,  but 
was  mustered  out  of  tiie  service  in  July,  hav- 
ing served  three  years  to  a  day.  He  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  and  endured  the 
exposure  and  privations  f.iirly  well.  At 
Tupelo,  Mississippi,  he  received  a  sun-stroke, 
in  July,  lSfi-4:  this  caused  him  considerable 
discomfort,  and  in  consequence  he  now  has  a 
pension  from  the  United  States  Government. 
After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  retnrnetl 
to  his  home  and  took  up  farming,  which  he 
pursued  until  1869.  In  that  year  he  began 
working  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  k.  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company,  and  for  twenty-two 
years  has  been  in  their  employ;  he  has  l)een 
agent    at     De    Forest.    Windsor,   Arlington, 

M and    AVest  Salem,  making  a   record 

as  an  etHcient,  courteous  and  capable  ofKcer. 
As  a  citizen,  his  loyalty  can  never  be  (jues- 
tioned,  and  he  is  a  liberal  suj)porter  of  Imme 
industries. 

Mr.  (4oo(lrich  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1861,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Walker,  a  daughter 
of  Amos  J.  AValker,  of  Whiting,  Vermont; 
one  child  was  born  of  this  union,  Bessie,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Carroll  Cook;  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Cook  are  the|iarents  of  one  child.  .Mi-s. 
(iondrich  died  in  Sejitfiuber.  l'"il>"J.  at  the  ai^'e 
oi  twenty-six  years.  l>he  and  her  husband 
had  determineil  that  .-he  would  bcttergo  to  her 
])arents  in  Vermont  and  remain  there  during 
his  term  of  service  in  the  ai'my,  Imt  she  was 
taken  ill  .and  died  the  day  they  had  set  for 
her  starting  on  the  juurney.  Tlie  daughter 
I'essie  was  then  taken    to    her   grandparents. 


and  still  resides  in  Vei-mont.  ^Ir.  Goodrich 
was  married  a  seconil  time  in  the  fall  ijf  1867, 
when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Jo^ephine  Van 
Wie.  a  ilaughtei'  of  John  and  Emeline  Van 
Wie,  of  Windsor,  Wisconsin.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Emma.  Julia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  (Marence,  Joiin 
and  Edna.  Clarence  is  engaged  as  niglit 
operator  in  his  father's  office.  Mr.  Goodrich 
is  a  niemlier  of  the  Masonic  order  and  ut' the 
L'nidii  V(>teran  I^egion  of  La  Crosse.  I*oliti- 
cally  he  atHliates  with  Uepubliean  Jiarty. 


t\y .  WOOD,  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
best  hotels  in  this  section  of  country, 
*  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  New 
York,  born  at  AVatertown.  September  24. 
18.33.  His  parents  were  Lorenzo  and  Ann 
L.  (Jenison)  Wood,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  "Empire  State."  The  father  died  when 
our  subject  was  a  child  of  three  years;  the 
mother  supporteil  him  and  a  sister.  Harriet, 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  184.J;  when 
L.  W.  was  nine  years  of  age  he  began  to  earn 
his  own  living,  and  from  the  time  he  had  a 
home  it  was  the  shelter  of  his  aged  motlier; 
she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years, 
a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
Ciiurch.and  a  wuman  of  rare  force  of  character. 
In  1854  Mr.  Wood  removed  to  Wisconsin 
from  New  York,  and  embarked  in  the  rail- 
road building  whitdi  was  then  being  begun 
by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Kail- 
way  C(im]iany.  When  the  roail  was  com- 
pleted he  was  made  a  conductor  and  held 
that  position  for  nine  years.  .\t  the  end  of 
that  period  he  resigned  toengage  in  the  hard- 
ware business;  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tinner,  liut  afterwards  abandoned  it  to  take 
up  agriculture;  he  carried  on  farming  until 
1S!)(),  and  in    that   year  built   the   iiotel   over 
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which  he  presides  with  wreat  success.  He 
keeps  a  tirst-class  house  in  every  respect; 
there  are  twenty  sleeping  rooms  for  guests, 
an  office,  parlor  and  dining  rooms,  all  of 
which  are  well  furnished.  Mr.  Wood  sold 
liis  farm  in  1890,  and  gives  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  care  and  comfort  of  the 
guests  of  the  house. 

He  was  married  in  1858,  to  Miss  Clarissa 
D.  Wyatt,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa 
(Dodge)  Wyatt,  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Of  this  union  three  children  have  been  born: 
Luther  W.  is  the  agent  for  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  at  Huron,  Dakota,  a 
position  he  has  filled  for  twelve  years;  he 
married  Miss  Carrie  Mower  and  they  have 
three  children:  Burt,  Gracie  and  Wyatt; 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  George  T.  McElroy 
of  West  Salem,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children:  Clara  and  Blanche;  Charles  W. 
is  the  cashier  in  the  office  with  liis  brother  at 
Huron,  Dakota.  The  parents  of  these  child- 
ren are  members  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church.  Mr.  Wood  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  his  political  opinions  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  and  his  wife  have  proven  their 
ability  and  qualifications  to  till  the  position 
of  host  and  hostess  in  their  popular  hostelry; 
they  have  a  constantly  increasing  patronage, 
a  fact  which  shows  the  appreciation  of  the 
traveling  public. 

William  Wyatt,  father  of  Mrs.  Wood,  was 
born  at  West  Point,  New  York,  and  was  a 
tanner  by  trade;  he  carried  on  this  business 
in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Later 
in  life  he  removed  to  Stevens'  Point,  and 
there  acted  as  Notary  Public  and  land  agent. 
He  was  born  March  26,  1802,  and  died 
March  8,  1864;  his  wife  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  January    15,    1812,   and 


died  April  2;i,  1837.  They  reared  a  family 
of  four  children:  Mary  E.,  John  11.,  William 
E.  and  Mrs.  L.  W.Wood. 


flv.  JOllNSOX,  the  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing biogi-aphical  sketch,  occupies  a 
®  position  in  the  commercial  circles  of 
La  Crosse  county  which  entitles  him  to  more 
than  a  passing  mention  in  this  history.  He 
is  a  native  of  Norway,  born  February  11, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Johannes  Mik kelson 
and  Maline  (Thoreson)  Kollostuen,  also  Nor- 
wegians by  birth.  The  mother  is  an  honored 
resident  of  this  county,  living  with  her 
oldest  daughter  at  Onalaska.  The  father 
died  January  1,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
si.\  years.  J.  K.  Johnson  is  the  ninth  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
living.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  AtwelTs  Business 
College,  La  Crosse,  being  a  graduate  there  in 
1872.  His  first  business  undertaking  was  as 
a  clei'k  in  North  La  Crosse,  whei-e  he  was 
employed  by  the  firm  of  Tarlio.x  &  Son.  The 
following  year  he  taught  school  at  New 
Amsterdam,  La  Crosse  county,  and  although 
this  was  an  entii-ely  new  vocation,  he  suc- 
ceeded remarkably  well.  He  did  not  follow 
the  profession  any  length  of  time,  but  re- 
sumed clerking,  accepting  a  position  with  G. 
H.  Leet;  at  the  end  of  si.K  months,  however, 
he  agreed  to  teach  one  term  of  school  at 
Holland,  Wisconsin.  When  this  was  finished 
he  returned  to  West  Salem,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  E. 
Johnson,  who  was  postmaster  of  the  place. 
In  the  spring  of  1879  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  store  in  which  he  had  l)een 
employed,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to 
E.  Johnson  &  Co.  This  relationship  existed 
until  April,  1881,  when  E.  Johnson  sjld   his 
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inteiest  to  L.  Lai-suii,  and  tlif  tii-iii  iiaiiie  lit.'- 
caiiie  JoliiiMin  iV  I,al•^(Jn  (>t_-i'  .-kt-'trli  i  f  I.. 
Lai\-(iu.)  Tlli^  is  the  k-ailiiii;  lieiifral  uu'r 
cantile  tinii  dl' the  place;  tliey  do  a  heavy 
business,  ami  ha\u  a  t-(intiiiuallv  inereasinij; 
ti-aiie.  The  t^iicee.-is  ul'  Mr.  Johiifnn  is  nut 
due  to  cliance,  hut  to  the  lact  tliat  he  lias 
made  the  most  of  liis  opportunities.  I'eino; 
endowed  with  superior  husine.-s  (jualitieations, 
he  has  ]ierre\ered  in  all  his  inidertakings 
until  his  elturts  ha\e  been  erowned  with 
success. 

lie  was  appointed  I'o.-tniaster  by  Pre>ident 
Haves,  ami  tilled  the  otlice  Tour  years  with 
credit  to  hini.-elf  and  with  entire  satisfaction 
to  tlie  ])ublic.  I'.efore  his  appniutment  he 
had  served  as  Deputy  I'ustniaster  for  six  or 
seven  years,  and  was  familiar  with  every  de- 
tail of  the  business. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage,  July 
G,  1881,  to  Miss  Nettie  l,ar.-ou,  a  daughter  of 
Christian  Larson,  one  of  I  he  oldest  settlers 
of  the  I. a  C"i-osse  valley  and  a  highly  respected 
citi/.ei}.  four  chihlren  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  ^[rs.  Johns., n:  Charles  J.,  Guy  M., 
Harrison  and  .Morton,  the  last  two  being 
twins;  Moi-ton  dii'd  in  18SS,  aged  live 
months.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Chui-ch.  In  his  politi- 
cal opinions  our  subject  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Ilepubliean  party,  lie  is  a  man 
of  that  type  which  gives  character  to  a  com- 
munity, one  whom  ;uiy  cotinty  may  be  proud 
to  own  as  a  citizen. 


fC.  lil-'.Wrr'r,  propi-let.ir  of  the  largest 
livery,  teed  and  sale  stable  of  West 
*  Salem,  was  lioiMi  in  ( 'aiiada  ivist,  .\ug- 
ust  7,  IS-Ht,  and  is  a  .-on  <if  James  and  VAU-n 
(liarton)  IL'witt,  natives  of  Canada,  the  for- 
mer being  of  Knglish,  an<l  the  latter  of  Scotch 


extrai-tion.  The  lather  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pur>uits  in  Canada,  and  in  Is.ll')  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settletl  vu  a  farm  in 
LaCros>e  ciuntv,  ^Vi^c(ln^in.  lie  cipmluded 
this  busines-  wilh  rare  judgment,  and  accom- 
plislu'd  results  that  retlected  great  credit  not 
only  upon  himself  but  also  upon  the  pursuit 
of  agriciiltiire.  IL'  died  in  ls73,  at  the  age 
of  sev'entv  years;  hi,-  wife  lived  until  ISS'J, 
aged  eighty-two  years;  they  were  both  con- 
sistent meml)erst)f  the  Second  Advent  Church. 
Their  family  cousibteil  lA  eight  children, seven 
of  whom  are  living.  J.  (.'.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  remaineil  under  the  parental  I'oof 
uncil  he  was  twentv-foui- years  of  age.  lie 
had  leai-ned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  wbi(di  he 
followed  a  number  of  years  previous  to  em- 
])arking  in  the  business  of  tilling  the  soil. 
He  purchased  a  farm  of  ir>0  acres,  and  still 
owns  140  acres;  this  land  lies  in  Burns 
township,  is  well  improved,  and  excellently 
adapted  to  the  rai^ing  of  li\e-stock.  Mr. 
Hewitt  has  some  very  tine  Jersey  cattle,  and 
has  been  very  successfnl  in  his  efforts  to  ele- 
vate the  standard  of  all  cla.-ses  of  stock  raised 
in  the  communitv. 

In  18(57  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fidelia,  a  daughter  of  Cieorge  and  Lavica 
(AVhitcomb)  Levitt;  four  children  were  born 
of  this^lnion:  Jennie  1!.,  wife  of  J.  Smith; 
Minnie,  wife  of  Edwin  Lovell;  George,  who 
is  assisting  his  father  in  his  present  business; 
and  Charles  J.,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  county.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  Feliruary  13,  1881;  she  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Second  Advent  Church,  and 
was  a  de\<ited  wife  and  mothi'i'.  Mr.  Hewitt 
was  married  a  second  time  in  1SS2,  to  Mrs. 
Kliza  Robinson;  Jesse  Uol)inson,  her  son  by 
her  lii-st  marriage,  has  been  a  member  of  our 
subject's  family  since  he  was  thi-ee  years  of 
age;  he  is  now  a  student  in  the  public  seho<ils 
and  is  a  promising  lad;   his  mother  died  De- 
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cember  25,  1883,  at  the  age  of  tliirty-three 
years;  slie  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Chiireli.  Tlie  third  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hewitt  was  to  Mrs.  Viola  AVilbur,  7iee  Biiii- 
day,  July  3,  1884;  she  lias  one  daughter, 
Gracie,  the  wife  uf  W.  Q\iiggle,  of  Mindoro, 
La  Crosse  county. 

Mr.  Hewitt  enlisted  in  1861  as  a  member 
of  Company  B,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
In  May,  18(12,  he  was  sevei-ely  injured  by  a 
kick  from  a  horse,  which  necessitated  his 
discharge.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  re-enlisted  in 
Company  1,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  participated  in  the  engagement 
at  Xashville  and  Spanish  Fort,  and  some 
minor  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  received 
his  final  discharge  at  Madison,  Wisconsin. 
He  is  DOW  drawing  a  pension  from  the  Gov- 
ernment in  recognition  of  his  services.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post.  Politi- 
cally he  supports  tlie  principles  of  the  Pi'O- 
hibition  party,  bnt  before  ho  espoused  this 
cause  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Second  Advent 
Church  at  Burns,  and  he  is  a  deacon  of  the 
society.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest  princi- 
ples, of  the  most  correct  business  methods, 
and  is  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held. 


fAMES  VINCENT,  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  has  been  identified  with  tlie 
lumber  interests  of  this  section  since  1854, 
and  has  largely  aided  in  the  development  of 
this  mammoth  enterprise  of  the  State.  He 
was  born  at  Half  Moon,  Saratoga  county. 
New  York,  October  16,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of 
Stephen  Vincent,  a  native  of  the  same  place. 
His  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Vincent,  served 
seven  years  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
being    Captain    of    a    military  company;  he 


died  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years;  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Mary  Vincent,  the  mother  of 
Stephen  Vincent,  died  some  years  later,  at 
the  age  of  ninety- four  years.  The  subject  of 
this  biography  is  the  second  in  a  family  of 
six  children.  In  his  youth  he  went  out  to 
service  on  a  farm,  receiving  $8  per  month; 
like  many  another  lad  of  that  day,  he  had  few 
educational  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  went  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade;  three  years  later  he  went  to  Lansing- 
burg,  New  York,  to  woi-k  as  a  journeyman. 

During  the  California  gold-fever  of  184U 
he  started  to  the  Pacific  coast.  An-iving 
in  San  Francisco  in  October,  1849,  he  was 
offered  §11  and  two  rations  per  day  to  work 
at  his  trade  for  the  Government,  but  this  he 
declined.  When  he  reached  Stockton  he  was 
oflei'ed  an  ounce  of  gold,  or  $16,  per  day  to 
work  at  carpentering,  and  this  he  accepted. 
At  the  end  of  one  week  he  discovei-ed  that 
he  could  do  much  better  by  going  into  busi- 
ness for  himself;  so  he  went  to  work  on  his 
own  account.  It  was  at  this  time  he  had  tlie 
pleasure  of  voting  at  the  first  election  in  Cal- 
ifornia, the  question  at  issue  being  the  free- 
dom of  the  State;  and  it  was  aliout  this 
time,  also,  tliat  the  Vigihxnce  Committee  was 
appointed. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  Mr.  Vincent  left  Stock- 
ton for  the  mines,  and  had  been  there  but 
six  weeks  when  he  heard  of  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  wife,  and  that  she  wished  him  to 
return  home;  the  same  day  he  sold  his  claim, 
took  his  blanket  with  a  box  of  gold-dust  the 
next  morning  and  started  on  foot  over  a 
lonely  trail  to  the  nearest  ranch,  a  distance 
of  forty  miles;  he  reached  this  place  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  foot-sore  and  weary. 
Upon  his  arrival  at  his  home  in  New  Yoi-k 
he  found  his  familv  much  imj)ruved  in 
health. 

Early  in  the  '50s  he  started  on   his  second 
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trip  with  a  friend,  Sylvanns  Sayles,  for  Cali- 
fornia; Mr.  Sayles  was  a  companion  of  his 
boyhood,  and  it  was  his  prupo^itioIl  that  they 
go  to  California  and  engage  in  contracting 
and  bridge-building;  they  carried  out  this 
j)lan.  and  were  very  successful.  After  un 
absence  of  eighteen  months  they  returned  to 
Lansingbnrg,  New  York,  greatly  gratified 
with  their  trip.  ilr.  Vincent  was  elected 
Alderman  sunn  after  coming  home,  the  term 
beincr  three  years,  but  ho  resiirned  the  office 
in  the  spring  of  1S55,  upon  his  removal  to 
Wisconsin.  In  the  fall  of  ISo-l  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  and  was  so  much  impressed  with 
the  place  and  its  possible  future  that  he  re- 
moved his  family  and  his  parents  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  com- 
menced building  his  residence,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business. 

In  185b  he  formed  a  partnershiji  with  Mr. 
George  Edwards,  an<i  for  some  years  did  a 
large  business  in  buying  wheat  and  pork. 
In  the  fall  of  18G0,  Mr.  Vincent,  with  his 
usual  business  sagacity,  ol)serving  the  low 
price  of  lumber  and  tlie  small  quantity  in 
stock  throughout  the  country,  suggested  that 
they  invi'st  in  this  commodity.  Mr.  Edwards 
remarked,  "Why,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
with  lumber?  You  cannot  give  it  away." 
Mr.  Vincent  reiilied,  "That  is  just  the  reason 
we  should  buy  now.  There  is  no  stock  in 
the  mai'ket,  and  prices  must  uilvanee."  Tliey 
carrieil  on  the  wheat  and  lumber  business 
tVir  two  years,  when  tliey  gave  up  the  grain 
trade,  and  instead  added  to  their  lumber 
business  that  of  logging.  In  1S75  Mr.  Vin- 
cent l)ecame  sole  proprietor,  and  in  1880  he 
took  his  son  Iv.igetie  into  partnership  in  the 
lumber-yard,  'i'liis  |]artnersliip  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  sun,  since  which  time 
.Ml-.  N'incenI  lia-  cnntinu<'il  tlie  bu^iness, 
under    the    linn    name   of   James  Vincent   tt 


Son,  and  is  also  interested  in  several  of  the 
leading  enterprises  of  the  city. 

He  has  been  twice  married.  April  2S, 
18-iO,  at  Lansingburg,  New  York,  he 
wedded  Miss  Eliza  M.  Cole;  she  died  Janu- 
ary 7,  18S2.  There  were  three  children  by 
this  union:  James  Piatt,  who  died  in 
November,  1S(J5;  Eugene,  whose  death 
occurred  in  November,  18S4:;  and  Cordell 
M.,  the  wife  of  F.  I!.  Seymour,  of  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin.  At  Chicago,  Illinois,  January 
31,  1884,  Mr.  Vincent  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Agnes  McKillip,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  McKilli]),  of  La  Crosse.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Agnes. 

lly  industry  and  strict  economy  he  has 
l)een  eminently  successful  in  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  and  at  his  pleasant  home  on  Cass 
street  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  that 
make  life  worth  living. 


fAV.  KANNEY. — In  recording  the  an- 
nals of  any  community  there  are  always 
"  a  few  characters  that  stand  jire-eminent 
among  the  worthy  pioneers,  men  possessed  of 
many  virtues  that  have  had  their  influence  in 
moulding  and  shajting  the  destinies  of  the 
coming  generations.  It  is  these  men  who 
readily  lind  jilace  in  history,  whose  career 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  review.  Such  a  man  is  J. 
W.  lianney,  an  old  and  respected  farmer  cf 
La  Crosse  county.  lie  was  born  in  Oneida 
county.  New  \  ork,  January  3,  1812,  and  is  a 
son  of  Eli  and  Eveline  (Parmley)  lianney, 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in 
1853  he  removed  to  Des  ]\Ioines  county,  Iowa, 
where  lie  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  which  he 
cultivated  until  the  time  of  his  death  at  the 
age  of  st'venty-one  years;  lii>  wife  clicd  in 
1835  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.      There 
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were  five  cliildren  of  this  marriage:  J.  W., 
the  subject  of  tliis  brief  biograpliy;  Nancy 
J.,  wife  of  H.  G.  Minor;  Herman,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Smith;  Levica,  wife  of  Clinton 
Brand,  and  Julius,  who  married  Miss  Milks. 
Eli  Ranney  was  married  a  secmd  time  to 
Miss  L.  Whitmore,  and  four  cliildren  were 
born  to  them. 

J.  W.  Kanney  began  life  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He 
taught  school  for  four  or  five  winters  in  the 
primitive  schoolhouse  of  "ye  olden  times" 
and  was  quite  successful.  He  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  in  the  summer  season,  and 
also  operated  a  sawmill.  His  marriage  oc- 
curred in  the  State  of  New  York  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Quackenbush,  a  daughter  of  John 
Quackenbush  and  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  Mr.  Ranney  was  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  for  several  years  after  his 
marriage,  and  in  ISS-i  emigrated  to  Wiscon- 
sin, settling  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides.  He  owns  200  acres  of  as  fine  land 
as  lies  within  the  borders  of  tlie  State  of 
Wisconsin,  and  is  surrounded  witii  all  the 
improvements  and  modern  appliances  for 
carrying  on  husbandry  in  the  most  profitable 
manner.  His  barn  is  large  and  conveniently 
arranged,  and  the  sheds  for  the  protection  of 
livestock  are  of  the  same  substantial  charac- 
ter. Mr.  Ranney  is  numbered  among  the 
most  progressive  and  successful  farmers  of 
the  county,  and  his  opinion  on  all  agricultural 
questions  is  given  due  weight. 

Politically  be  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  filled  all  tlie  minor 
offices  of  the  township,  and  the  people  of  the 
county  have  testified  to  their  co!ifidence  in 
his  ability  and  judgment  ly  electing  him  to 
the  State  Senate.  He  discharged  his  duties 
with  tliat  fidelity  which  has  ever  marked  his 
every  action,  and  reflected  great  credit  not  on 
himself  alone  but  also  upon  his  constituency. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ranney  are  tlie  parents  of 
six  children:  Clara  M.  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years;  Cassius  M.  is  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm;  Edwin  H.  was  killed 
while  attempting  to  board  a  train  February 
25,  1876,  aged  sixteen  years;  Mary  L.  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Minnie,  twin 
sister  to  Mary  L.,  dieil  at  the  age  of  six 
niontiis,  and  .lay  W.  Tiie  mother  passed 
from  this  life  in  1881,  aged  tifty-four  years. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  a  devout  Chi-istian,  a  faithful 
wife  and  a  loving  mother. 

Abner  Ranney,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  years  and  six  months 
old!  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  died  in  Oneiila  county.  New  York. 

^l^  B.  SMITH. — No  name  is  mure  promi- 
ivi  nent  in  agricultural  circles  in  La 
'^  ®  Crosse  county  than  that  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
brief  biographical  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  born  in  (.)neida 
county,  August  21,  1835.  His  parents, 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Green)  Smith,  were 
also  born  in  the  ••  Empire  State,"  but  emi- 
grated with  their  family  to  Wisconsin,  and 
settled  near  Oconomowoc;  there  they  lived 
until  1851,  and  then  went  to  La  Crosse 
county,  where  they  were  among  tlie  earliest 
settlers;  they  endured  many  privations  and 
liardships,  Init  being  possessed  of  tliose  ster- 
lincT  traits  characteristic  of  the  pioneer  they 
overcame  all  obstacles,  and  aided  in  securing 
to  the  coming  generations  one  of  the  finest 
farming  communities  in  tlie  Unimi.  The 
fatlier  followed  agriculture  all  iiis  life,  and 
after  coming  to  the  county  purchased  200 
acres  of  choice  land,  on  which  he  bved  niitii 
his  deatli  in  1888;  his  age  was  seventy-seven 
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years;  his  wife  die<l  in  1879  while  slie  was 
visiting  a  daughter  in  Kansas.  They  had  a 
family  of  four  children:  F.  B.,  the  .-subject  of 
this  notice;  Anna  E..  deceased;  Xettie,  de- 
ceased, and  Lavern,  who  was  murdered  in 
California,  being  shot  tVum  his  horse  while 
riding  over  the  Sierra  Mevada  mountains; 
the  murderer  was  caught,  and  hung  after  a 
trial  by  jury. 

J\lr.  Smith  grew  up  amid  the  wild  scenes 
of  the  frontier,  and  was  early  inured  to  the 
hard  labor  of  the  farm.  In  1860  he  began 
cultivating  the  tract  of  land  on  which  he  now 
lives,  which  he  had  purchased  from  his  fathei' 
lie  set  about  twenty  acres  to  hops,  and  this 
proved  a  most  profitable  industry;  from  four 
acres  he  took  in  two  years  813,000  worth  of 
hops.  He  now  owns  600  acres  of  land,  nicely 
located  in  the  La  Crosse  valley;  the  soil  is  fer- 
*ile,  and  produces  everything  that  grows  in 
this  latitude.  He  has  erected  a  commodious 
house,  large  and  convenient  barns,  and  has 
furnished  his  place  with  all  the  modern  ap- 
pliances of  farming.  The  land  is  wel- 
watered  by  natural  streams  and  is  well  sup 
]ilied  artificially  by  means  of  a  windmi 
and  pipes.  His  largest  croji  for  1891  was 
oats,  of  which  grain  he  threshed  5,000  bush- 
els; he  has  fifty-four  acres  in  corn,  an<l  ec[ually 
as  much  land  in  hay.  He  is  known  as  a  pro- 
gressive farmer,  and  his  success  is  the  result 
of  wise  management  and  industry. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  alMliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  Town  J'oard,  a  position  he  has  held 
for  twelve  yeai's,  and  which  he  has  shown 
himself  well  titted  to  occujiy.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
La  Ci'osse  Insane  Asylum,  and  after  the  hos- 
pital was  c()in|ilctcd  be  was  appiiinted  a 
trustee  foi'  three  years  by  \\m'.  Cuunlv  jioard; 
at  the  e.\pirati(jn  of  his  term  he  was  re-elected 
for   another    term    of  three    years.      He   was 


chairman  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
La  Crosse  county  jail,  a  structure  which  cost 
over  850,000. 

He  also  takes  a  great  intei'est  in  blooded 
stuck,  of  which  he  has  fome  tine  specimens 
on  his  farm;  he  has  a  trotting  stallion  which 
has  a  record  of  '2:25,  which  also  took  second 
money  in  a  free-for-all  race  at  Black  River 
P'alls;  he  has  a  herd  numbering  about  si.xty 
head  of  Shropshire  slieep,  and  eighty  head  of 
hogs,  of  a  superior  grade. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  IStSfi  to  Miss 
Celestia  Best,  a  daughter  of  William  Best  of 
La  Crosse  county,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  six  children:  Millie,  wife  of  Howard 
Cronk;  Walter.  Burt,  Stella,  Pearl,  and 
Winnie.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  family  stand  high 
in  the  community,  occupying  an  envialile 
position  iti  social  and  financial  circles. 


A.  L.  BRADITELD,  M.  D.,  specialist 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  is 
**  ranked  among  the  leading  ])ractitioners 
of  La  Crosse,  a  position  that  has  been  ac- 
corded him  through  his  own  merit.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  born  in  Colum- 
biana county,  at  East  Fairfield,  February  3, 
1861.  His  parents.  G.  W.  and  Saline  (Beck) 
Bradtield,  were  natives  of  the  same  county; 
the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in 
1863  he  removed  to  Crawford  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  in  the  raising  of  live- 
stock for  si.x  years;  thence  he  went  to  Clay 
county,  Illinois,  where  lie  resumed  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  which  he  contiiuu'd  to  the 
time  of  his  (k-ath  in  1S79:  he  was  forty-tVuir 
years  old.  lie  held  various  local  oflices  wliere 
lu(  re>id(Ml,  was  well  and  fa\'orably  known  and 
uiiivi'r^ally  r'.'spcct('(l.  Ih'  was  a  member  of 
the    Discijile    Church    from    his    youth,    and 
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lived  tlie  religion  he  profes.-^ed;  his  wife  is 
also  a  Consistent  meniher  of  the  same  church. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  lived  for 
four  years  on  the  farm,  and  then  removed  to 
Eureka,  Illinois,  where  she  opened  a  milli- 
nery store.  She  was  born  February  3,  1835, 
and  to  her  and  her  lamented  husband  were 
born  eifxht  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living:  Sophronia  J.  is  the  wife  of  Milton 
Slack,  of  "Washington;  Louella  married  A.  E. 
McKnight,  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  the  Doctor 
is  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  Kate  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Ira  Gulp,  a  l)ookkeeper  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Armour  Packing  Company' ;  W. 
G.  is  principal  of  the  pulilic  schools  of 
Georgetown,  Illinois;  Ruth  A.  is  assisting 
her  mother  in  the  millinery  business;  Hattie 
A.  is  still  in  school,  and-  is  now  a  student  at 
Eureka  College;  the  fifth  child,  a  son,  died 
in  infancy. 

Dr.  Bradfield  remained  on  the  farm  four 
years  after  his  father's  death,  and  then  entered 
the  Eureka  College,  where  he  remained  two 
years;  for  the  next  two  years  he  was  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Wood- 
ford county,  Illinois;  vacations  and  all  other 
time  which  could  be  spared  from  scluiol  duties 
were  devoted  to  study  in  his  chosen  profession. 
Having  determined  upon  the  medical  pro 
fession  as  his  life  work,  in  the  spring  of  1884 
he  began  his  study  of  the  science  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Feri'y,  of  Eureka,  Illi- 
nois. He  remained  with  this  physician  two 
years  and  then  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Sui-geons,  Chicago,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1888.  Im- 
mediately following  this  event  he  went  to 
Loyal,  Wisconsin,  where  he  opened  an  office 
and  began  practice;  for  two  and  a  half  years 
he  remained  in  this  place,  and  met  with  very 
gratifying  success.  Amliitious  to  e.xcel  in  his 
profession,  he  returned  to  Chicago  for  the 
purpose  of    taking    a    special    course    in   the 


study  of  the  tliseases  and  treatment  of  the 
eye,  ear,  nose  and  thriiat.  After  he  had  com- 
pleted this  work  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  in 
1891,  and  opened  his  (office  at  323  Main 
street;  he  has  done  a  very  satisfactory  busi- 
ness, having  made  a  reputation  as  a  skillful, 
conscientious  physician. 

Dr.  Bradfield  was  married  November  1, 
1888,  to  Miss  Frona  A.  Castner,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Lydia  Castner.  John  Castner 
was  a  pioneer  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
although  a  native  of  (Jhio;  he  lias  traded 
with  the  Indians  on  I>lack  river,  and  can  tell 
many  a  thrilling  experience  he  has  had  with 
the  red  men.  He  is  now  a  resi'lent  of  Clark 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Ilis  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Lydia  Mack;  she  is  a  native  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
her  girlhood.  They  have  had  born  to  them 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy: 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Boyer,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children.  Pearl,  Ruby  and 
Delbert;  George  married  Miss  Lilian  Nutting, 
and  they  have  two  children.  Cora  and  John; 
Mrs.  Bradfield  is  the  third  born;  Albert  and 
Alfred  are  twins,  the  former  a  farmer  and  tlie 
latter  a  teacher  of  wide  experience  and  excel- 
lent reputation;  Bina  is  the  wife  of  William 
Dutcher  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Royee; 
Daniel  is  still  at  home.  Mrs.  Brailtiehl  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  began  teaching;  she  was  suc- 
cessful in  her  chosen  field  of  labor,  and  in 
order  to  fit  lierself  better  for  the  work  she 
had  undertaken  she  entered  the  River  Falls 
Normal  School,  from  wliich  she  was  graduated 
in  1886.  She  taught  in  the  La  Crosse  pub- 
lic schools  for  one  year  fully  sustaining  her 
reputation  as  one  of  the  best  educators  in  the 
county.  Tlie  j'ear  the  Doctor  was  in  college 
in  Chicago  she  spent  in  an  art  school,  study- 
inti-  painting  and   crayon  work;  she  also  has 
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a  consiilerable  talent  for  imisic,  ami  has  made 
advaiiceil  proixi'ess  in  its  study-  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  l)oth  wortliy  niemliers  of  tiie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Clnirch,  and  are  among 
the  most  highly  esteemed  niemliers  of  social 
circles  in  La  Crosse. 


fILLIAM  R.  SPARLING,  an  old  an<l 
highly  respected  citizen  of  La  Crosse 
county,  lias  been  a  resident  of  tlie 
State  of  Wisconsin  since  184G.  He  was  born 
in  Tioira  county,  New  York,  in  1825,  and  is 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Lvdia  (Rose)  Sparling, 
n;itivt's  of  New  Jersey;  they  were  reared  on 
the  liaiiks  of  the  Delaware  river,  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  State,  and  came  to  New 
York  shortly  after  this  event.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occuiiation,  and  ]Mirsueil  this 
callincr  with  rare  intelligence.  He  died  in 
Tio^a  county,  New  York,  in  1849,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years;  his  wife  died  in  1837; 
they  had  born  to  tiiein  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, si.x  of  whom  are  now  livini,'.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  William  K.  Sparling 
entered  upon  the  resjionsibilities  of  life.  lie 
learned  the  tradeof  a  blacksmith  in  New  York 
State,  and  then  imhu-  west  to  Columlna 
county,  Wiscon^'-in.  in  ISIU;  for  ten  years  he 
followed  this  calling  ipiite  successfully,  and 
then  caniu  to  La  Crosse  county,  locating  four 
miles  from  the  pri'scnt  site  of  ^\'e^t  Salfin  ; 
tliere  he  conducted  a  farm  and  bhi(dvsinith's 
shop  until  1S66,  when  he  removed  to  West 
Salem,  settling  in  the  hoiiso  he  no^v  occupies. 
He  own^  100  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
rented;  the  principal  products  are  i»rain  and 
fruit,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  the  latter  he 
has  t^iveii  er-pecial  ;ittention.  The  impro\-e- 
nients  of  this  farm  are  of  a  most  substantial 
character,  the  brick  residence  being  erected 
at  a  ccjst  of  >;3,000;  water  is  carried  liya  sys- 


tem of  pipes  to  all  the  buildings.  Three 
acres  of  anotiier  tract  of  nine  acres  are  set  to 
tobacco;  tliis  industry  is  not  » large  one,  but 
is  conducted  to  jirove  the  p'issibility  of  rais- 
in<j  tobacco  with  protit  in  this  latitude. 

Mr.  S[)arling  was  married  September  24, 
18,j1,  to  Miss  ('ornelia  Young,  of  FaU  R,ver, 
AV'^isconsin,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Young,  of 
Saratoga,  New  York.  Four  ciiildren  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  WiU  e  died  at  tiie 
age  of  five  years,  and  Lertie,  when  six  months 
old;  Fayette  K.  married  Edith  Roby,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Neal;  they  reside  on  a 
farm  in  Bangor  township;  Adella,  wife  of 
Frank  H.  Nye,  lives  on  a  farm  in  Hamilton 
township,  and  has  two  children,  Mark  and 
Pattie  P>elle.  Mrs.  Sparkling  departed  this 
life  April  Iti.  l^Ul,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  She  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
tlie  ISaptist  Ciuirch  and  was  a  devout  Chris- 
tian; she  was  a  fond  and  faithful  wife,  and  an 
indulgent  mother. 

During  all  the  years  of  his  residence  in 
La  Crosse  county,  Mr.  Sparling  has  been  al- 
lied with  those  movements  which  have  tended 
to  develop  the  best  resonrces  of  both  the 
county  and  State,  and  he  is  numbered  among 
the  first  citizens  of  West  Salem. 


jEV. FATHER  J.  E.  PRUCIIA,  pastor 
of  St.  Wenceslaus'  Bohemian  Catholic 
-<JtA  Ciiurch,  Winnebago  street.  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  is  the  subject  of  the  following 
biographical  sketch.  He  was  born  in  New 
York  City  December  22,  18t35,  and  in  his 
youth  was  a  student  at  the  Jesuit  Sixteenth 
Street  College;  later  he  took  a  classical  course 
at  St.  \'ineent"s  iieiiedict  ine  Abbe\-,  Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania.  His  philosophical  and  theo- 
logical training  was  received  at  St.  Francis' 
Seminary.  .Milwaukee.  Wisconsin.      After  he 


BKiCHAPin  OAL     IIISTOn  V. 


had  finished  the  course  of  the  latter  institu- 
tion, he  was  sent  by  Bisiiop  Fhiseli  to  his 
present  pastorate.  Here  he  has  eharij;e  of  a 
large  congregation  of  Bohemians,  wliotn  he 
addresses  in  their  native  tongue.  Something 
over  150  families  are  communicants  of  the 
church.  The  present  building,  capable  of 
accommodating  350  people,  is  found  inade- 
quate, so  that  a  new  and  larger  edifice  is  in 
contemplation.  A  parochial  school  is  con- 
ducted under  the  general  superintendence  of 
Father  Brucha;  the  building,  containing 
three  rooms,  stands  adjacent  to  the  church; 
three  teachers,  one  lay  teacher  and  two  Fran- 
ciscan Sisters  are  employed  in  giving  instruc- 
tion to  the  children ;  the  Bohemian  language 
is  taught  half  an  hour  each  day,  and  in  the 
highest  grade  Bohemian  grammar  is  taught 
twice  a  week;  the  rudimentary  studies  are 
taught  in  the  English  language. 

A  pleasant  homo,  a  good  library  and  refined 
surroundings  relieve  the  isolation  from  the 
world.  Father  Prucha  is  a  young  man  of 
fine  literary  attainments,  and  is  deeply  de- 
voted to  tlie  duties  of  his  callinu'. 

The  church  was  erected  in  1873  by  Rev. 
Leo  Sucliy,  at  the  present  time  a  residei;t  of 
Milwaukee;  the  structure  cost  a  little  more 
than  Sy^OOO;  the  lots  were  donated  by  Brother 
Bernard.  The  first  religious  services  were 
held  in  a  small  chapel,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
present  sanctuary.  The  following  clergymen 
have  been  in  charge  of  this  congregation  since 
the  present  edifice  was  erected:  Father  Leo 
Suchy  came  in  1873;  Father  G.  W.  Weid- 
lich,  in  1875;  Father  Fideles  Bannwarth,  in 
1876,  who  died  suddenly  November  3,  1877; 
Father  Alois  Heller  was  next  in  charge,  re- 
maining four  months;  Father  Augustine 
Lang  came  in  the  saine  year;  he  died  in  New 
York  in  1885;  Father  Alois  J.  Blaschke 
came  in  1881,  and  Father  Prucha  August  3, 
1888. 


The  societies  of  the  church  are:  St.  Wen- 
ceslaus,  wliicli  has  a  membership  of  about 
eighty,  and  a  capital  of  .S'2,00();  Uniloi-nied 
l^ohemian  Knights  of  St.  (Tcorge,  nieml)er- 
ship,  fifty;  St.  John's  Society,  the  society  of 
the  old  men  of  the  congregation,  numbers 
twenty  members;  and  the  Young  Men's 
Society,  with  thirty-five  members.  The  ladies 
of  the  church  have  four  societies,  and  there 
is  a  dramatic  society  open  to  both  sexes. 
Under  Father  Prucha's  niinisti-ations  the  in- 
tercut of  the  C(jngregation  has  been  greatly 
extended,  and  the  spiritual  condition  elevated. 
The  vai'ious  societies  are  made  up  of  enthusi- 
astic workers,  and  the  outlook  is  most  favor- 
able. 


fOHN  WACKER  is  an  American  citizen 
by  adoption,  his  native  land  being  Switz- 
erland. He  was  born  October  14,  1833, 
and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Jlarbara  (Schlat- 
ter) Wacker,  who  spent  their  lives  in  their 
own  country.  The  fathei'  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and,  as  was  the  custom  in  that  time, 
also  kept  a  tavern.  He  was  a  ijuiet,  unpre- 
tentious man,  always  attemling  closely  to  his 
own  afl:airs.  He  was  born  in  1792,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  four  years;  his  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  (_)f  the  family 
there  are  live  living  in  America  and  three 
still  reside  in  the  old  country.  It  was  in 
1851  that  John  Wacker  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Alma,  Wisconsin, 
at  that  time  called  "the  Twelve  Mile  Bluff.'' 
In  1852,  with  Mathias  Hummer,  he  made  a 
claim  of  a  piece  of  land  on  which  Bufi'alo 
City  now  stan<ls;  the  following  year  tliey 
surrendered  the  claim,  but  if  they  had  held  it 
a  few  months  longer  they  would  have  realized 
from  it  §1,500.  It  was  purchased  by  a  Cin- 
cinnati company.  Victor  Probst,  John  C. 
Wacker   and    Josep!;    Berni    were    the   most 
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proiiiiiient  fcttlers  tlici-o  at  tliat  time.  Mr. 
Wacker  reiiiaineil  in  tlie  ncio-lilnirliooil  (jf 
"Twelve  Mile  liliitl""  l'<ir  two  yerir.-.  and  tlicn 
spent  a  year  aumnji,'  relative?;  later  lie  was 
eiiijildved  at  Mount  Vernon  and  Galena.  It 
was  aliont  this  time  that  he  determined  to 
h  arn  the  lilaek.-niith's  trade,  hut  iMifoi-tii- 
iiately  he  was  taken  witli  a  severe  illness  and 
was  thus  compelled  to  ahandon  the  plan.  Ue 
then  secured  such  light  employment  as  he 
could.  From  1S56  to  1861  he  owned  ai:d 
ran  the  restaurant  and  liar  of  a  Mississippi 
steamer;  and  in  1801  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business,  which  he  has  carried  on 
since   that  time. 

Mr.  Wacker  is  one  of  the  oldesl  settlers  ol' 
the  county,  and  prominent  as  a  pioneer.  He 
was  Alderman  of  the  city  for  si.v  years,  and 
rendei-ed  most  efficient  service  in  this  capac- 
ity. He  has  ever  been  a  liberal  supporter  of 
those  enterprises  tending  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  city,  and  has  been  true  to  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  her  citizens. 

He  was  Tuarried  in  1801)  to  Miss  Mary 
Beckel,  a  dauj/hter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Frank)  Eeckel,  an  old  citizen  of  La  Crosse, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years;  his 
wife  was  about  fifty  years  of  a;_'e  when  she 
died.  Mrs.  Wacker  is  the  oldest  of  a  family 
of  nine  children,  eight  of  wlioni  are  living. 
Upon  emigrating  to  this  c()untr\'  fi-om  (tci-- 
inanyin  1845  her  parc^nts  settled  near  Dayton, 
Ohio;  the  father  made  a  trip  to  Wisconsin, 
and  tinally  removed  his  family  to  I. a  Crosse 
county,  settling  in  Shelby  loun>liip.  He  was 
a  man  of  sterling  traits  of  character  and  ex- 
cellent business  qualifications.  For  twenty- 
five  years  lie  was  Postmaster  of  Shelby,  and 
was  numbered  amor.g  her  leading  citizens. 
^Fr.  and  Mrs.  \Va(d<er  are  th(>  parents  of  five 
children:  Louisa  ('.,  liorn  May  '2!.t,  187(1; 
Olga,  born  January  20,  1872;  John  W.,  Imrn 
Se|.tember  28,  187:5;   Cora  K.,  born  June  2;i, 


1875,  and  Arthur  V ..  born  September  4.  188lt. 
Mr.  Wacker  is  a  m.'inlier  of  the  1.  ().  ().  F.. 
lia\ing  jiassed  all  the  chairs  ot  that  order. 
He  takes  an  interest  in  the  political  (juestious 
of  the  day,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


■  f^  N.  r,()RRESEN.  Vice-President  of  the 
iri       State  Hank  of   La  Crosse,  "Wisconsin. 

"^'>''  is  a  recognized  authority  on  banking 
and  finance,  is  a  shrewd  and  practical  man  of 
business,  and  is  a  vigorousexponent  of  sound 
commercial  principles.  All  the  facilities 
consistent  with  sound  and  conservative  bank- 
ing are  extended  to  customers,  and  this  hank 
is  a  factor  fully  appreciated  in  sustaining  the 
high  reputation  J>a  Crosse  has  acquireil  as  a 
business  center.  Mr.  I'orresen  was  born  in 
Lille-hammer,  Norway,  January  21,  1847,  to 
B.  H.  and  Elizabeth  Porresen,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1870,  when  sixty-nine  years  of 
age,  and  the  latter  still  living  in  Christiania, 
Norway,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  E. 
N.  Porresen  is  one  of  tlieir  twelve  children, 
and  the  youngest  of  four  brothers  who  came 
to  America,  which  land  he  reached  in  1808. 
Carl  came  in  1870,  Peter  in  1*^72,  and  Henry 
from  Paris,  in  1887.  They  all  now  reside  in 
I^a  Crosso.  Mr.  Porresen  was  first  a  cliM'k  in 
a  (dothing  store  of  T.  I).  Scr\is,  in  La  Crosse, 
and  his  next  move  was  to  join  the  Patavian 
Pank  as  bookkeeper,  which  posi*ioii  he  re- 
tained for  nine  years.  In  ls7'.t  J.  W.  Holley 
and  Mr.  I'orresen  engaged  in  tli'  banking 
business  for  themselves,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Holley  &  liorresen,  and  the  previous  ex- 
perience they  had  gained  now  stood  them  in 
good  stca<].  tbr  Mr.  Holley  had  been  teller  in 
the  iiatavian  l.ank  for  nine  yeai-s.  In  1883 
they  ori^anized  the  State  Kank  of  La  ('rosbe, 
and  Mr.  I'.orroeii   has   lieM    the    position    of 
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vice-presideut  ever  since.  The  capital  of  tins 
concern  ib  ^50,000,  with  §25, 000  surplus  aii<l 
undivided  protits.  The  ])resi(lent  is  I).  1). 
McMillan,  and  J.  M.  Ilolley  is  cashier. 
These  gentlemen  are  widely  ami  favoraldy 
known  capitalists,  possess  tiie  soundest 
judgment,  and  have  had  a  wide  range  of 
practical  experience.  They  are  thoroughly 
conservative  in  their  methods,  and  the 
success  of  their  hank  is  as  suh^tantial  as 
it  is  well  merited.  Mi'.  I'orresen  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  ctfoi'ts,  for  upon  cominy  to  this 
country  he  hail  bat  little  means  and  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  English  language.  Ilis 
own  pluck  and  perseverance  have  carried  him 
safely  over  many  difficulties,  and  he  is  now 
sailing  on  a  prosperous  sea  with  the  wind  and 
tide  in  his  favor. 

In  1871  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Ranberg,  daughter  of  E.  Kanberg,  and  in 
time  a  family  of  three  children  gathered 
al)ont  their  hearthstone:  Hildah,  Fred  and 
Willie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borresen  are  members 
of   the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 


tON.  NIKAN  11.  WITIIEE,  deceased.— 
The  life  record  of  him  whose  name  ap- 
pears above  has  been  one  of  more  tlian 
usual  interest,  and  his  career  was  of  such 
benefit  and  wielded  such  a  wide  influence 
over  the  people,  not  only  of  La  Crosse  but 
also  the  surrounding  counties,  that  a  sketch 
of  his  career  will  convey  some  idea  of  his 
usefulness  in  the  ditferent  walks  of  life.  He 
was  born  in  Norridgewock,  Maine,  June  21, 
1827,  to  Zachariah  and  Polly  (Longly)  Withee, 
who  were  also  born  in  the  "  Pine  Tree  State," 
the  father  of  Irish  and  the  mother  of  Eno-lish 
e.xtraction.  Zachariah  Withee  was  born  in 
Norridgewock,    Maine,   March  21,  1794,  and 


was  a  leading  agriculturist  of  the  section  in 
which  he  resided,  a  sdldicr  in  the  war  of  lsl2, 
and  for  services  reiidci-eil  the  ( ioviM-nnieut  in 
that  capacity  he  received  a  laud  warrant.  His 
wife  was  (jne  of  the  noble-t  (jf  W(jmen  and 
possessed  that  l)readth  of  character  which  en- 
abled her  to  befriend  the  distresseil  and  needy 
as  well  as  to  feel  perfectly  at  ease  in  the  pres- 
ence of  learned  and  highly  cultured  |ioi,'jile. 
l'"or  over  fifty  years  .-he  and  her  liu>liand 
were  members  of  the  _Methoilist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  that  faith  tiiey  were  called 
from  life,  lie  died  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
dunet;,  1875.  His  wile,  also  born  in  Nor- 
ridgewock, Se]itember  28,  17'J4.  died  in  La 
Crosse,  May  24,  1871. 

Mr.  Niran  H.  AVithee,  one  of  the  se\en 
children  of  the  above,  was  gi\en  the  rudi- 
ments   of   an    academic    education. 

When  the  tide  of  emigration  swept  west- 
ward, Mr.  Witiiee  embraced  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  of  being  one  of  the  ])ioneers 
of  La  Crosse  county,  AVisconsin,  and  in  1S52 
settled  in  this  region,  with  the  ci.iniiiiercial 
interests  of  which  he  thoroughly  iilentitied 
himself,  and  eventually  became  one  of  the 
most  successful  business  men  and  e.xtensive 
land-owners  of  the  county.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  embarked  in  the  lumlier  business, 
and  his  operations  in  that  line  became  so  ex- 
tensive that  in  1870  he  removeed  to  Clark 
county.  From  1857,  however,  he  was  closely 
identified  with  the  logging  interests  of  the 
Llack  river  country  in  \ax  Crosse  county,  and 
he  was  a  prominent  figure  in  all  the  progres- 
sive business  movements  in  the  Black  river 
valley  in  the  lumlier  and  flooding-dam  com- 
paiues,  and  was  scarcely  ever  without  heavy 
official  responsibility  of  some  kind.  He  did 
much  to  shape  the  policy  ami  manage  the 
affairs  of  Clark  county,  and  was  its  Treas- 
urer from  1875  until  his  brother  Hiram 
succeeded  him  in  18S2.     He  represented  that 
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county  in  the  Geiieriil  Assembly  of  the  State 
two  terms,  where  his  ability  as  an  able 
leader  was  felt  ami  acknowledged;  his  great 
integrity  and  ujtrightness  of  character  won 
tor  him  the  hcinor  of  his  contemporaries, 
and  his  clear,  analytical  and  well-poised 
mind  ami  (jnick  pei'ception  brought  him 
into  immediate  recognition.  His  activity 
and  keen  business  foresight  led  him  into 
many  important  enterprises  which  have  been 
of  permanent  benefit  to  the  community,  and 
his  generous  impulses  won  him  numerous 
friends,  whom  he  rarely  lost. 

At  Hemlock  he  owned  a  large  grist  and 
saw  mill.  He  was  connected  with  the  leading 
lumber  firms  of  the  city  and  was  the  moving 
spirit  in  the  Island  Mill  Company  of  La 
Crosse.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  Clark 
county  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  during  which  time  the  best  in- 
terests of  an  appreciative  constituency  were 
well  looked  after.  His  manly  character  and 
true  worth  in8j)ired  confiilence,  and  a  faith- 
ful performance  of  duty  secured  its  con- 
tinuance. He  was  modest  in  his  estimate  of 
himself,  never  forced  himself  upon  public 
attention,  and  only  tilled  public  positions  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  bis  numerous 
friends.  He  was  diligent  in  Imsiness,  amassed 
a  large  fortune,  and  gave  freely  to  all  benev- 
olent enterprises. 

He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Louisa  (Wood) 
Stratton,  widow  of  Avery  Stratton,  of  New 
York, and  danghti^rof  Colonel  Artemas  Wood, 
of  New  Jjcrlin,  Chenango  county,  New  York, 
the  latter  being  a  Colonel  in  the  State  Militia. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Withee  the  following 
children  were  born:  Niran  Haskell,  William 
Wood;  Theodoi'c  Owen,  and  two  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Withee  was  a  Uejiuiilican  in 
politics.  In  social  life  he  was  highly 
esteemed  for  his  cordial  and  agi-eeable  man- 
ners, and    in    the    domestic    circle    he    was    a 


model  husband  and  fatlier,  loved  his  family 
with  e.xtreine  devotion,  and  made  their  hap- 
piness and  comfort  his  chief  aim  and  object 
in  life.  He  never  violated  a  friendship  nor 
forgot  a  kind  action  done  him,  and  although 
charitaltle  in  his  deeds  he  was  one  of  those 
who  would  that  "the  left  hand  should  not 
know  what  the  right  hand  doeth."  He  de- 
parteil  this  life  July  2,  ISsT,  at  the  age  of 
sixty   years  and  eleven  days. 


iEV.  IlICHARD  SIEGLEK  is  the  reg- 
ularly ordained  minister  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  of  Barre 
township,  and  for  the  past  eight  years  he  has 
been  laboring  in  the  vineyard  of  his  Master. 
He  was  born  in  Wollin,  East  Prussia,  but  at 
the  age  of  two  yeai-s  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  America.  His  father,  Charles  Siegler, 
came  to  this  country  in  1864,  and  settled  in 
Watertown,  Wisconsin,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  deatli,  wliich  occurred  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  The  wife  of 
the  latter,  Wilhehhina  Benke,  died  in  1886, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  two  years,  having  borne 
iier  husband  seven  children,  si.\  of  whom  are 
still  li\ing:  Albert,  the  eldest,  is  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  stationed  at  Two  Rivers,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  has  been  for  the  past  four 
years.  Kev.  Richard  Siegler  received  iiis 
classical  education  in  the  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity at  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  conijileting 
the  regular  course  of  seven  years,  and  graduat- 
ing witii  the  class  of  1881.  He  then  entered 
theTlieological  Seminary  at  Milwaukee,  where 

he  Completed  his  theological  studies  in  1883, 

.  .  .  . 

occupying    a   pulpit    a   portion    of    the  time 

while  attending  this  institution.     October  28, 

of  the  same    year  he    was  ordained    for    the 

ministry    at    i']llington,    Outagamie    count}', 

Wisconsin.      After  having  filled  the  pul])it  in 
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that  place  successfully  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  he  was  called  to  his  present  pastorate 
of  St.  John's  Lutheran  C'liurch,  where  he  has 
been  since  1886.  His  work  here  covers  a 
period  of  si.x  years,  and  his  long  continuance 
in  the  work  for  the  same  church  evinces  the 
high  esteem  and  the  valuable  services  ren- 
dered by  him  duriiiij  that  time.  Ilis  congre- 
gation at  first  embraced  ninety  families,  but 
it  now  numbers  more  than  150,  showing  a 
splendid  increase  of  over  ten  per  cent, 
annually.  Since  entering  upon  liis  duties  a 
new  church  has  been  erected,  which  in  archi- 
tecture, furnishings  and  surroundings,  would 
be  a  credit  to  any  city.  The  cost  of  the 
church,  including  pipe  oi'gan,  was  §10,000. 
The  building  is  pleasantly  located  on  a  natural 
building  site  about  the  center  of  Bost- 
wick  valley.  The  school  connected  with  this 
church,  costing  $1,300,  was  built  in  1890,  and 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  100,  and  has 
increased  in  about  the  same  proportion  as 
the  church.  Rev.  Siegler  is  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Wiscon- 
sin. He  possesses  a  good  library  of  stand- 
ard theological  and  classical  works.  He  has 
proven  the  right  man  in  the  right  place  and 
his  efforts  have  been  rewarded  in  the  love  and 
respect,  not  only  of  his  own  immediate  con- 
gregation but  also  of  all  who  know  him. 


fOHN  M.  f  IJS'N,  a  retired  contractor  and 
one  of  the  old  and  substantial  citizens  of 
La  Crosse,  was  born  in  county  Sligo,  Ire- 
land, in  1838,  a  son  of  Patrick,  a  native  of 
the  county  of  Mayo,  and  Elizabeth  (Roland) 
Finn,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Sligo,  in  the 
Emerald  Isle;  there  they  lived  and  died,  the 
mother  in  1841,  and  the  father  in  1848. 
They  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  three  of 
whom   are  novv  living:    Mary,  the  widow  of 


Peter  Collins,  is  now  living  in  La  Crosse  with 
her  two  sons,  James  and  ,^^]lln:  Patrick,  the 
older  brother,  is  living  in  Mdnme  euuntv, 
Wisconsin,  and  John  M.  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  Heattemled  scIkmiI  in  his  native 
conntrj  until  the  death  of  his  father,  wlieii 
he  went  to  England:  there  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  responsibilities,  but  valuing  a 
good  edncation  be  went  to  school  as  much  as 
possible  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  acre. 
By  that  time  he  had  saved  enough  money  to 
pay  his  passage  to  America,  so  lie  bade  fare- 
well to  the  British  Lsles  and  crossed  the  sea 
to  the  United  States.  When  he  reached  Xew 
York,  however,  his  funds  were  exhausted:  so 
he  sought  employment  at  once.  He  secure(l 
a  position  in  a  store  and  worked  there  for 
one  year,  when  he  pushed  his  way  further 
westward,  reaching  Jane^ville,  Wisct)nsin,  in 
1856.  He  was  hired  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany then  I'unning  a  line  through  this  point, 
and  soon  he  began  taking  small  contracts  on 
other  roads,  enlarging  the  contracts  as  his 
means  increased.  This  he  followed  until 
1870.  when  he  went  to  work  on  the  Pitts- 
burgh, Et.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad.  The 
contracts  taken  on  this  road  were  vei'y  profit- 
able, but  he  was  defrauded  by  a  dishonest 
partner.  In  1873  he  removed  to  La  Crosse, 
and  there  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
has  taken  occasional  contracts  of  railroad  and 
otlifr  work.  Afterwards  for  three  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  tea  trade,  having  the 
agency  of  an  Eastern  house — importers  from 
China  and  Japan. 

Mr.  Finn  was  uniteil  iti  marriage,  in  1862, 
in  La  Crosse,  to  Miss  Ellen  Bari-y,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edmond  and  Johaniui  (Barry)  Barry, 
natives  of  Ireland,  but  for  many  years  resi- 
dents of  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin.  Her 
father  died  in  1886,  and  her  mother  in  Iss'.j. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finn  are  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased:   Patrick 
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inarrit'll  Mi.-s  ^lary  Clare:  John  iiiarrieil 
Mi.-s  Sarah  Matthews  of  Dakota;  Helen  is 
the  wit'e  of  lleiirv  Lnwell;  James,  Hannah. 
Mary,  Catherine  ami  Airnes.  The  family  are 
all  devout  inemliers  of  the  Roman  C.itliolic 
Churcli. 


tTtTf  J.  LEMON,  passenger  eomhu-tdr  on 
x\  \'i  the  Chieago,  linrliiigton  A'  Northern 
?^-  *  llaili-oail,  was  horn  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  IJnhert  and  ]\Iary  E. 
(Gilliam)  Lemon,  the  fatlier  also  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  ami  tlie  mother  of  Vii'ginia. 
The  parents  remoxi'd  ti.i  .'~^t.  Limis,  Missouri, 
when  T.  J.  was  an  infant.  The  father  was  a 
steamboat  carpenter,  and  followed  this  e:  lling 
twenty-tive  years  on  the  hoats  running  up  the 
Mississippi.  Missouri  and  Arkansas  rivers. 
He  was  in  the  river  transjiortation  dejiart- 
ment  dnrino;  tlie  war.  fr<im  Isfil  to  1S65. 
lie  died  January  3,  1885,  at  the  aye  of  sixty- 
eight  years;  the  mother  jiassed  away  Eebrn- 
ary  20,  1879,  aged  iifty-seven  years.  Both 
wer"  devout  nicmhers  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  ()ur  sulpjert  I'cci'iveil  his  education 
in  the  jiuhlic  scliouls  (if  St.  i^duis,  graihiatini^ 
from  the  high  scdiool.  Then,  following  his 
father's  incliiiatinns  and  ta.-tes,  he  passed  ten 
years  on  the  steamboats,  the  tir>t  two  years, 
as  a  clerk,  and  eight  years  as  a  pilot.  In 
IsTl  he  letf  the  river  for  the  railroad, 
.securing  a  i)osition  with  the  ]\Iiss(iui-i  Pacific, 
ai\d  was  conductor  fm-  nine  years.  He  next 
went  to  the  Chicago  A:  .Mton  Railroad,  and 
was  in  the  employ  of  this  company  as  con- 
ductor  for  eight  years.  He  r.an  a  wa\-  fi-eight 
on  the  Eort  Scott  A;  (iulf  road  about  six 
months,  and  in  iSSt;  went  to  wcirk  for  the 
Chicago,  I')urlingti>n  A:  Noi'thern  Company 
in  tlie  capacity  of  conductor,  a  positi(jn  which 
he  still   holds.      lie    has    been    most   faithfid 


and  conscienticius  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  and  has  won  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  railroad  iitKcial>  witii  whom  be  has  been 
connected. 

Mr.  Lemon  was  marrie<l  ()ctol)er  9,  1865, 
to  Miss  Irene  E.  Jacobs,  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain J.  M.  and  Mary  D.  Jacobs,  of  St.  Louis. 
Of  this  union  six  children  have  been  horn: 
.Mary  !).,  the  wife  of  T.  M.  Wainsl)y,  of  De 
Soto,  Missouri,  and  a  conductor  on  the  St. 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  A:  Southern  Railway; 
they  have  thi-ee  children ;  Nellie  (t.  married 
Charles  A.  Rurgei',  engineer  on  the  Chicago 
A:  .Mtcm  Railroad:  Reginald  T.  resides  in 
Colorado  on  a  ranch;  Harry  Rrent  is  a 
student  at  Waylaml  rniversity,  Reaver  Dam, 
Wisconsin;  Edgar  is  at  iiome,  a  pupil  in  the 
La  Crosse  schools.  The  parents  were  lie- 
reaved  by  the  death  of  their  oldest  son,  who 
passed  from  this  life  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
one  year. 

]\[r.  and  Mrs.  Lemon  ai-e  devout  mendiers 
of  the  IJaptist  Churcli  Mr.  Lemon  is  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  same,  accomplishing 
much  good  among  the  railroad  men.  Politi- 
cally he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

FILLIAM  E.  JONES  resides  in  one  of 
\rj  the  most  l)eautiful  and  productive 
I'^^jy^  sections  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
the  La  Crosse  valley,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  advanced  agriculturists  of  the  communit3'. 
He  is  a  n.-itive  of  Wales,  born  M.ay  20,  1883, 
and  is  a  son  of  E,\an  and  ^Liry  Jones,  who 
were  also  of  Welsh  birth.  The  father  is  a 
farmi'r  by  occupation;  in  1811  he  emigrated 
fi-om  Wales  atid  settled  on  a  farm  in  ('anada, 
\\heie  he  lived  for  eight  years.  He  then 
came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  on  a  farm  near 


BIOGRAPHWAL    llL<ron  Y. 


209 


Bangor,  in  La  Crosse  county.  He  has  a  tract 
of  300  acres,  wliicli  lias  been  broiiglit  to  a  liigh 
state  of  cultivation,  ami  in  acconiplisliiug 
this  he  experienced  all  the  privations  and 
hardships  of  the  frontier.  He  is  now  eighty- 
seven  years  old.  His  wife  died  in  AVales  in 
1842.  They  had  a  family  of  tive  children; 
William  E.,  the  suhjectof  this  notice;  David, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years;  John,  a 
resident  of  Bangor,  Wisconsin;  Morgan,  who 
lives  in  Dakota,  and  one  child  that  died  in 
Wales. 

William  E.  Jones  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself; 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  did 
ntit  locate  on  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home 
until  1862;  he  owns  160  acres  of  choice  land, 
his  residence  being  one  mile  east  of  West 
Salem;  it  is  pleasantly  situated,  commanding 
a  tine  view  of  the  valley,  and  presenting  an 
attractive  appearance  from  the  railroad  and 
the  public  highway.  The  barns  and  sheds 
are  bubstantially  built,  and  the  entire  place 
wears  an  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity. 

In  1861  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Francis,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Hannah  Francis.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren living,  Hannah  and  Hattie;  the  former 
is  staying  at  home,  and  the  latter  is  one  of 
the  teachers  of  the  county,  and  has  made  an 
enviable  reputavion  in  tlie  profession.  The 
father  and  mother  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  In  his  political  opinions 
Mr.  Jones  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 

Daniel  and  Hannah  Francis  had  born  to 
them  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Evan,  Mrs.  Jones,  James,  Rachel,  now  Mrs. 
McEldowney,  Daniel,  David,  and  Ruth,  the 
wife  of  Harry  Raymond.  Daniel  Francis, 
the  father,  died  Fel)ruary  22,  1888,  aged 
eighty-one  years.      He  belonged   to  the  Bap- 


tist Churcli,  and  for  many  years  was  a  deacon. 
His  wife  is  still  living,  and  is  an  liiUKircd 
resident  of  West  Saleiu;  she  has  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  two  years. 

tHAllLES  ^VEI^•(^AUTE^^  one  of  the 
promising  young  busim'ss  men  of  La 
'^  Ci'osse  county,  resides  in  West  Salem, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  jewelry  trade. 
He  was  born  in  this  county  January  27, 1868, 
and  is  a  sou  of  Christopher  and  Dora  (llem- 
ker)  Weingarten,  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  a 
man  of  rare  intelligence;  he  came  to  America 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  civil  war  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  this  county;  he  rented 
land  for  a  time  and  then  purcliaseil  a  tract  of 
120  acres  in  Hamilton  township,  which  he 
improved  and  sold.  He  had  learned  the 
butcher's  trade  in  Hanover,  and  after  coming 
to  the  United  States  he  and  his  two  elder 
sons  carried  on  the  business  to  some  extent. 
His  death  occurred  in  August,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years;  his  wife  died  in  May, 
1879,  aged  fifty  years.  They  reared  a  family 
of  eight  children:  Fred  married  Miss  Cora 
Whitney;  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Dudrick  Es- 
miller  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter, 
Lillie;  Llerman  married  Miss  Mary  Sandman, 
and  they  have  one  child;  Cliarles  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice;  Emma  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  My- 
ers; Louis  and  Lillie  are  the  3'ounger  mem- 
Ijers.  In  his  political  opinions  the  father  was 
a  Democrat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weingai-ten  be- 
long to  that  most  worthy  class  of  Germans 
who  have  emigrated  to  this  country,  leaving 
home  and  friends  and  native  land  for  the 
sake  of  giving  their  children  those  opportu- 
nities in  the  world  which  the  Old  World  does 
not  afford.     They   have   ovei'come   many  oh- 
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stack's  anil  riclily  deserve  the  contidence  and 
esteem  in  wliieli  tliey  were  held.  Tliey  were 
botli  lueiiilicrs  of  tlie  Lutlieran  Church. 

Charles,  son  of  the  above,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Hamilton 
township  and  high  school  of  West  Salem. 
In  March,  1S91,  he  ])urchased  the  stock  of 
jewelry  of  George  B.  Viets,  whom  lie  also 
succeeded  as  e.Npi-ess  agent  at  West  Salem. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  good  busine.-s  (jualiti- 
cations,  and  liis  outlook  is  auspicious.  In 
the  capacity  of  e.xpress  agent  he  has  given 
e.xcellent  satisfaction,  and  with  diligence  and 
perseverance  he  is  sure  to  win  success. 

^.AKVEY  B.  LAFLIN,  M.  P.,  is  a  lead- 
|W\  ing  member  of  the  medical  profession 
*Wi  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  has  resided  since  1873.  He  was  born  iu 
Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  July  27, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Eliakim  and  Almira 
((Trover)  J>aflin;  the  father  was  born  in  Dux- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  in  1800,  and  the  mother 
in  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  in  1805;  soon 
after  their  marriage  they  located  in  New 
York,  where  they  had  born  to  them  three 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Lark  E.,  foreman  of 
the  cotton  factory  at  Milan.  Illinois,  and  Mrs. 
Cordelia  Melvin,  widow  of  Joseph  Melvin, 
witii  our  subject,  arc  tli(;  only  surviving 
members. 

Dr.  Latlin  received  his  education  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  at  Hock  Island,  Illi- 
nois. When  he  l)egan  his  ])r(jfe8sional  study, 
he  entered  Bennett  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1873;  this  school 
is  located  in  Ciiicago,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing Eclectic  institutions  of  the  country.  Im- 
mediately aftei-  his  graduation  he  removed  to 
La  Crosse    and    engaged   in   practice;   he  has 


met  with  more  than  ordinary  success,  and  has 
more  than  realized  his  exj)ectations. 

Februai-y  5,  1S59,  the  Doctor  was  married 
to  MisS  Jennie  B.  Baldwin  at  Yoiktown, 
Illinois.  Mrs.  Laflin  wasborn  at  Bennington, 
Vermont,  July  31,  1838,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  I'eres  Baldwin,  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  No  children  have 
been  liorn  to  Dr.  Latlin  ami  wife,  but  they 
hail  one  adopted  daugliter.  Nellie;  she  mar- 
ried .1.  A.  Baymond,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years. 

Our  worthy  subject  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Eclectic  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the 
National  Medical  Society;  he  has  served  as 
President  of  tiie  State  Medical  Society  two 
or  three  terms,  and  has  been  Vice-President 
and  Corresponding  Secretary  i)f  the  National 
Society.  He  is  a  memlier  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Frontier  Lodge,  No. 
45,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  to  Smith  Chapter,  No. 
13,  II.  A.  M.,  and  to  La  Crosse  Commandry, 
No.  y.  K.  T. :  he  is  also  a  meinl)er  of  the 
A.  O.  r.  W.,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor; 
tie  belongs  to  the  La  Crosse  Board  of  Trade, 
and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  home  enter- 
prises. He  and  Mrs.  Laflin  are  consistent 
members  of  the  I'niversalist  Church. 


■yn  the  real-estate,_loans,  abstract  and  insur- 
^^  ance  business.  La  (h'osso,  AV'isconsin,  was 
born  in  Chenango  county.  New  York,  No- 
vember 10,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Alonzo  and 
Lucv(I>avis)  Bettingill,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Chenango  county.  Tliev  emigrated 
to  Wisconsin  in  l^uli  and  located  at  Lewis 
Vall('3',  I, a  Crosse  county,  where  the  mother 
died  ii.  1N78;  the  I'athfr  now  resides  with  ids 
son  in    La  ('rosse,  in    his    eight\-nint  h   year; 
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previous  to  his  cumino;  to  Wisconsin,  lie  and 
his  family  had  resided  two  years  at  Flushing, 
Flint  county,  j\Iichigan.  He  and  his  wife 
had  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Luther,  deceased;  Jay,  John  A.,  Joshua,  de- 
ceased; Martha  I.,  wife  of  John  L.  Mathew- 
son;  and  Eliza,  deceased,  wife  of  Fitz  J. 
Arnold. 

Josiah  L.  attended  the  public  schools 
of  JSIew  York,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin. 
November  19,  1861,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  E.  Antoinette  Keni-ick,  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York-  Mrs.  Pet- 
ti ngill  came  with  her  parents  to  Wisconsin 
at  the  age  of  five  years;  her  father,  John 
Kenrick,  was  born  in  London,  England,  and 
her  mother  was  a  native  of  Glens  Falls,  New 
York.  Following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Pettin- 
gill  engaged  in  farming  near  Lewis  Valley, 
which  he  continued  until  1872.  In  the  fall 
of  1871,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County 
Clerk  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  removed  to 
the  county  seat  previous  to  taking  charge  of 
the  office  January  1,  1872.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  office  until  he  had  filled  the  position 
for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  Prior  to  his 
election  to  the  county  office,  he  had  served  as 
Clerk  of  Farniington  township  for  six  years. 
He  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Township 
Board,  by  virtue  of  which  offict  he  became  a 
member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Subsequently  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
County  Board,  and  continued  a  member  of 
this  body  until  his  election  to  the  office  of 
County  Clerk.  At  the  end  of  his  eleven 
years'  service  as  County  Clerk,  he  opened  his 
present  business,  which  he  has  conducted 
successfully  since  1883.  He  does  a  general 
real-estate,  loan,  abstract,  and  insurance  busi- 
ness; he  owns  a  full  set  of  abstract  books  of 
the  county,  which  he  keeps  down  to  date;  in 
insurance  he  represents  the  most  responsible 
companies  of  the  country. 


Mr.  Pettiujill  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  although  in  1SS5,  he  had  the  dis 
tinction  of  being  chosen  City  Assessor  of  La 
Crosse  by  a  Democi'atic  council.  He  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Republican  diunty 
Committee,  and  was  returned  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  since  leaving  the  clerk's  office, 
serving  two  years  as  its  chairman.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  La  Crosse  Hoard  of  Trade. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettingill  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Charles  A.,  who  holds  a  respon- 
sible position  in  St.  Paul;  Chiiid  K.,  who 
graduated  from  the  La  Crosse  high  school  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  is  now  in  the  same 
office  with  his  brother;  Maude  A.,  and  Grace 
E.,  who  are  students  of  the  public  school,  and 
Johnnie,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  eighteen 
months. 


^ENRY  E.  WEST,  secretary  of  the  La 
Crosse  City  Railway,  was  born  in 
^^M  Waterbury,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, March  17,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Jona- 
than P.  and  Louisa  (Bacon)  AVest,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
was  a  man  whom  every  one  honored  and  re- 
spected. He  died  in  Lamoille  county,  Ver- 
mont, in  February,  1872;  the  mother  still 
survives  and  resides  in  La  Crosse.  There 
were  two  sons  and  three  <laughters  in  the 
family:  Justin  P.,  Henry  E..  the  subject  of 
this  notice;  Helen,  <leceased,  the  wife  of 
George  S.  Gates;  Emma,  widow  of  Richard 
Trenwith;  Anna,  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Holmes, 
a  banker  and  stock-raiser  of  North  Dakota. 
Henry  E.  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy  at  Morrisville. 
October  28,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
Second    Regiment    DerdaiTs    Sharpshooters, 
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and  went  to  Wasliinijton  city,  wlieiv  lie  re- 
mained nntil  Marcl.  2'^,  lS(i2,  when  he  was 
di>(diarged  on  acrount  of  di.-aMlit y.  lie  re- 
turned to  his  home  and  \vcirl<ed  on  the  farm 
f(jr  a  time,  and  aj^ain  oll'ered  his  services  to 
the  (lovernment,  l)ut  was  rejected.  In  1863 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  was  employed  as 
conductor  on  the  street  railway  of  that  city, 
which  position  ho  held  until  he  secured  a 
place  with  a  jewelry  firm  as  tiookkeejier.  At 
the  end  of  twelve  months  he  I'cturned  to  Xt-r- 
inont,  where  he  remaitied  three  years.  His 
experience  in  the  great  city  of  Illinois  had 
not  lieeti  aitoo;etiier  unpleasant,  and  the 
memory  of  it  reniaiiu'd  witii  him,  so  that  lie 
finally  went  back  and  entered  the  otiice  of  the 
Michigan  Southern  ik  Northern  Indiana 
Railway.  This  line  was  consolidated  with 
the  Lake  Shore  ct  Eiie,  and  the  ottice  was  re- 
moved to  Cle\elanil,  Ohio;  Mr.  West  also 
went  to  that  city  and  held  a  position  in  the 
general  otKie  until  October,  1S7B,  when  he 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railn. ad,  and  removed  to  Wells,  ^[in- 
neoota.  This  nrdil  was  ahsorhed  by  the  (.'hi- 
cago,  Milwaukee  I.V:  St.  I'aul  Railroad  in  ISTIt, 
when  lie  went  to  Milwaukee  and  was  in  the 
Auditor's  office  about  one  year;  he  then  re- 
signed his  iiosition  and  came  to  La  Crosse. 
Here  he  was  first  emjiloyed  as  bookkeeper  in 
the  office  of  W.  W.  t'argill  tt  Hro.,  grain 
dealers,  and  held  the  position  seven  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  an.!  reliii-ncd  to  Wells, 
Minnesota,  where  he  purchased  a  hardware 
store.  His  physician  objected  to  this  occu- 
pation for  him,  so  he  sold  out  and  returned 
with  his  family  to  La('ros^e.  The  two  years 
folhnving  he  was  not  actively  engaged  in  any 
business,  and  in  February,  IS9(I,  he  W'as  in- 
stalled as  secretary  of  the  i.a  Crosse  Street 
Railway,  a  position  he  now  b(_ilds. 

Mr.  West  was  married  December  2-1,  1S7T, 


to  Miss  Ettie  ^fcMillan.  .a  daughter  of  John 
McMillan,  deceased,  who  was  a  pioneer  lum- 
berman of  the  city  of  i.a  Crosse.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  We^t  lia>  been  liorn  one  child, 
Mary  Louise,  whose  birthday  was  January  8, 
18^5.  Mr.  AN'est  is  a  inembei- of  the  Knights 
of   IL.nor  and  of  the  M.  W.  of  A. 

Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  issues 
of  that  body.  His  jiosition  as  secretary  of 
the  street  railway  is  one  of  great  responsibil- 
ity, and  be  has  proven  by  a  long  career  that 
be  is  W(U'thy  of  the  confiilence  reposed  in 
him.  Mrs.  West  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 


fOSEPII  BOSCHERT,  Registrarof  Deeds, 
La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  was  born 
in  (ireenfield  township,  this  county,  Jan- 
uary 'J,  1858,  and  is  the  eldest  of  three  chil- 
dren of  (iregory  and  Anna  (_Tausche)  Bo- 
sclieit.  His  parents  located  in  (-Jreentield 
township  in  1805,  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  La  Crosse  county.  The  father  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  township  in  1857, 
and  served  in  that  office  for  many  years.  As 
the  result  of  industry  and  frugality  he  had  a 
fine  estate.  Of  his  three  children,  Helen  and 
Andrew  are  unmarried  and  reside  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Joseph  spent  his  youth 
in  those  occupations  which  usually  fall  to  a 
farmer's  son,  and  during  the  winter  season 
he  attended  scdiool.  In  1S77  he  began  teach- 
ing, and  followed  this  profession  for  si.x 
months  of  the  year  until  1884,  when  became 
to  La  Crosse.  He  served  as  clerk  of  tireen- 
field  township  in  1881-'82-'83.  He  invested 
in  real  estate  in  1-a  ('rosse,  and  in  the  fall  of 
18S4  he  erected  a  business  building  at  the 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Jay  streets;  there  he  em- 
barki'il  in  the  mercantile  trade,  having  foiined 
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a  partnership  witli  E.  J.  Tausclie,  the  firm 
being  Boscliert  &  Tausche.  This  relationship 
existed  until  November,  1885,  when  M)-. 
Boscliert  withdrew,  having  been  appointed 
Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  First 
Division  of  the  Sixth  District  of  Wisconsin. 
In  July,  1887,  tlie  Second  and  Sixtli  Revenue 
Districts  were  consolidated,  and  Mr.  Boscliert 
was  appointed  Deputy  Collector;  tiiis  division 
comprises  nine  counties,  inclndinir  La  Crosse 
county.  By  a  ciiange  of  administration,  June 
30,  1889,  Mr.  Holmes  succeeded  Mr.  Bo- 
schert. 

August  7,  1889,  our  subject  bought  out 
his  former  partner  and  i-e-embarked  in  the 
mercantile  trade  at  his  old  stand,  continuing 
there  until  January  1,  1891,  when  lie  sold 
out  with  a  view  to  taking  charge  of  his 
present  ofSce,  to  which  he  had  been  elected 
in  the  fall  of  1890.  This  is  a  responsible 
and  jivofitable  position,  the  term  being  two 
years,  and  the  work  requiring  two  clerks  be- 
sides the  principal. 

Mr.  Boschert  owns  considerable  valuable 
real  estate  in  La  Crosse,  including  several 
lots,  a  residence  and  three  business  buildings. 
September  8,  1885,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  McConville,  a  native  of 
La  Crosse  county,  born  in  the  town  of  Barre, 
February  14,  1860.  Her  father  was  a  iiative 
of  Ireland,  and  her  mother  was  l)orii  in  Ohio. 
The  mother  died  in  Septemder,  1889,  and  the 
father  is  a  resident  of  I^a  Crosse.  They 
reared  the  following  named  children:  Rose, 
Hugh  A.,  Hannah  ('.,  Dennis  J.,  Curran, 
John  and  Mary;  Margaret  and  Enimett  are 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boschert  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Rose  M.,  born 
June  28,  1886;  Annie  L.,  i)orn  February  27, 
1888;  and  John  J.,  born  December  24,  1889. 
Mr.  Boschert  is  a  member  of  the  La  Crosse 
Board  of  Trade,  and  belongs  to  tlie  Jefferson 
Club.     He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 


St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  and  he  belongs 
to  St.  Boniface  Benevolent  Society.  Pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  Mrs.  ]>oschert  was  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse 
county.  She  first  taught  in  the  district 
school,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  a 
teacher  in   the  city  schools. 


[EORGE  EDWARDS.— In  recording  the 
,,.-jj,|,  history  of  any  country,  the  gruwtli  and 
development  of  a  community  may 
alwaj's  be  traceil  to  a  few  sturdy  souls  who 
gave  not  grudgingly,  but  with  their  whole 
hearts,  the  best  ofiorts  of  their  lives  to  carry- 
ing civilization  to  the  frontier,  and  establish- 
ing those  occupations  which  distinguish  the 
progressive  man  from  the  untutored  savage. 
It  is  to  these  men  the  highest  honor  is  due, 
and  it  is  their  names  that  lead  in  the  bio- 
graphical portion  of  the  country's  annals. 
Such  a  man  was  George  Edwards,  a  retired 
lumberman  i:)f  La  Cr(.>sse,  i-esiding  on  the 
corner  of  Sixth  and  Vine  streets.  He  was 
born  at  Windsor,  Broome  county,  New  York, 
December  1,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Abigail  (Buel)  Edwards,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  father  was  born 
April  16,  1791,  and  died  in  July,  1853;  he 
was  reared  in  Broome  county,  New  York,  on 
the  Susquehanna  river.  A  family  of  six  sons 
were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  were  born 
in  Broome  county:  the  two  youngest  were 
liorn  in  Chenango  county,  to  which  place  tiie 
family  moved  aljout  the  year  1822.  Their 
names  are:  Simon  Li.,  Francis  F.,  Edward  F., 
Daniel  C,  deceased;  Loren  J.,  deceased,  and 
George,  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch,  who  was  the  third-born.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1789,  and  died  in  1868.  The 
parents  were  both  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist    Church   for  numy  years.      Ebenezer 
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Edwards,   tlie    paternal    grandfatlier.    was    a 
lumlierinaii  on  the  Delaware  river. 

At  the  ape  of  nineteen  years  George 
Edwards  went  to  Lodi  Plains,  Michigan, 
wliere  he  spent  one  summer  working  by  the 
month.  In  the  full  of  183S  he  tied  his  ward- 
robe np  in  a  red  bandana  handkerchief  and 
made  a  tour  of  the  Great  Lakes,  his  object 
being  to  investigate  the  resources  of  the 
frontier  country;  he  arrived  in  Wisconsin 
just  before  the  land  sales,  found  the  people 
poor  and  the  crops  a  failure.  In  spite  of  all 
the  discouragements  he  located  at  Troy, 
AValworth  county,  and  hired  to  Augustus 
Smith  to  split  rails  at  -S12  per  montli.  The 
profit  of  iiis  services  was  in  proportion  to  the 
bill  of  fare  furnished  by  his  employer,  rather 
meager.  In  the  spring  of  183'J  he  purchased 
160  acres  of  land,  and  determined  to  doul)le 
it  within  three  years.  He  saved  his  earnings, 
liought  the  land,  and  built  a  shanty,  and  also 
bought  a  yoke  of  oxen.  He  was  then  ready  to 
cultivate  his  own  land,  but  soon  after  he  was 
taken  witii  inflammatory  rheumatism;  he  was 
alone  in  his  shanty  at  the  time,  luit  fortun- 
ately was  soon  discovered  and  taken  to  the 
home  of  liis  brother,  who  resided  in  East 
Troy.  He  was  ill  through  the  entire  sum- 
mer, and  came  near  passing  to  the  silent 
beyond.  It  was  during  this  illness  that  he 
sold  his  land  for  $1,000.  After  his  recovery 
he  opened  a  grocery  store  in  East  Troy,  Wis- 
consin. AVhile  engaged  in  this  Inisiness  he 
returned  to  New  York,  and  August  25, 1847, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Electa 
Edwards,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lodama 
(Smith)  Edwards,  hnnm-ed  resichmts  of 
Droome  county,  New  ^Hrk.  lie  I'ai-rieil  im 
the  grocery  ti'a<le  until  his  health  failed, 
when  he  spent  a  wintei-  in  Texas;  in  the 
spring  he  returiUMJ  to  East  Troy,  and  in  ISoB 
lie  came  to  La  Crosse  cuunty  and  purchased 
320  acres  of  land  near  West  Salem;    in    ls5-4 


he  came  to  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  made  some 
purchases  of  town  lots,  and  moved  his  family 
to  the  place  in  1855.  He  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  I>.  P.  Hart  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness, and  they  conducted  a  successful  trade 
until  1850,  when  the  store  and  stock  went 
up  in  flames.  This  enterprising  firm  was 
not  long  in  recovering  from  the  conflagration, 
and  carried  on  business  three  years  after  the 
tire. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Edwards  em- 
barked in  the  lumber  and  wheat  business,  in 
which  enterprises  he  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  He  is  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent business  ability,  keen  foresitrlit  and 
sound  judgment.  He  has  for  many  years 
taken  a  leading  place  in  the  commercial  cir- 
cles of  La  Crosse  county,  and  no  man  stands 
liigher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people.  He 
was  Mayor  of  La  Crosse  for  one  term,  but 
declined  re-election,  as  his  private  business 
required  his  undivided  attention.  He  was 
also  Alderman  for  several  terms,  and  in  his 
otticial  capacity  used  every  effort  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  i\  wide  traveler, 
having  visitec-1  every  State  and  Territory  in 
the  Union,  Cul)a,  the  Bermudas,  and  old 
Mexico.  He  now  has  in  contemplation  a 
six-months  trip  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He 
and  his  wife  have  had  born  to  them  four 
children:  Georgia  F.,  wife  of  William  W. 
Taylor,  and  the  mother  of  two  chihiren; 
George  E.  and  Bessie  A.;  Emma  L.,  wife  of 
W.  Ernest  PoUeys;  she  was  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Irene  E. ;  her  death  occurred  June 
11,  1801;  she  was  a  woman  of  great  benevo- 
lence, tender-hearted,  and  the  frien<i  of  the 
unfortunate  everywhere;  Minnie  A.,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  AL  Parsons;  the  youngest  child, 
(4racie  M.,  died  of  di[)htheria  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  Thi'  mother  of  these  children 
dieil  March  20,  1870;   she  was  bom  April  (5, 
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1822,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  survives.  She  was  a 
woman  of  many  rare  traits,  and  greatly  ad- 
mired by  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  Mr. 
Edwards  is  a  member  of  tlie  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
has  passed  all  the  chairs  of  the  ordei'. 

^IllLLIP  McCO^IXELL,  one  of  the 
leadincr  agriculturists  of  La  Crosse 
county,  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  In- 
diana, September  20,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
David  and  Catlierine  (Hineman)  McConnell, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  but  devoted  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  to  farming.  Ho  removed 
with  his  family  from  Indiana  to  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  in  1839,  ami  thence  to  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  in  1843.  In  1852 
they  came  to  Farniington,  La  Crosse  county, 
where  they  experienced  many  of  the  priva- 
tions of  frontier  life.  Mr.  McConnell  entered 
land,  and  purchased  some  that  had  already 
been  improved.  He  died  in  1860,  at  the  age 
of  si.xty-six  years;  his  wife  died  in  1871,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Both  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Tiiej  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  Phillip  McConnell  began 
business  for  himself  by  teaching  school  when 
the  system  was  yet  in  a  primitive  state.  He 
followed  this  calling  for  three  years,  and  then 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  and  milling 
business,  at  the  same  time  conducting  the 
cultivation  of  a  farm.  He  afterwards  dis- 
posed of  his  commercial  interests,  and  for 
many  years  gave  his  entii'e  attention  to  agri- 
culture. He  made  some  investments  in  grain, 
and  lumber  and  live-stock,  but  withdrew  his 
money  from  these  enterprises  and  went  l)aek 
to  farming.  He  is  numbered  among  tlie 
largest  and  most  successful  agriculturists,  and 


the  stock  he  has  put  on  the  market  has  been 
of  the  best  grade.  He  owns  two  large  farms 
at  the  present  time,  located  one-half  mile 
east  of  the  West  Salem  railroad  station.  His 
residence  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  natural 
building  site,  overlooking  the  wide  and  fertile 
valley  and  affording  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
hills  beyond;  the  Imilding  is  frame  and  is 
large  and  conveniently  arranged;  tlie  barns 
and  sheds  for  the  live-stock  are  substantial. 
and  the  whole  place  has  an  air  of  thrift  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Mcdinnell  is  pr(j^ressive  in 
his  views,  and  lends  a  generous  support  to 
those  enterprises  which  tend  to  the  up-build- 
ing of  the  community.  He  has  been  Treasurer 
of  the  town,  discharging  his  duties  with  rare 
fidelity.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party. 

His  marriage,  which  occuri-ed  .lanuary  1, 
1862,  was  to  Miss  Margaret  E.  Van  Ness,  a 
daughter  of  John  Van  Ness,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  West  Salem.  To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
McConnell  have  been  born  four  children: 
John  E  ,  an  attorney  of  La  Crosse;  Myrtie 
M.,  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  who  is 
now  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Osh- 
kosh,  Wisconsin;  Carl  P.,  a  member  of  the 
senior  class  of  the  West  Salem  High  School, 
and  Wesley  G.  The  father  and  mother  are 
meml)ers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


|-mLEXANDEK  JOHNSON  is  numbered 
|W|  among  the  intelligent,  enterprising,  atid 
^s^"  successful  men  of  West  Salem.  He  is 
a  native  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  born 
June  25,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Johannes 
Mikkelson  and  Maline  Tlioreson,  natives  of 
Norway.  The  father  was  a  farmer  liy  occu- 
pation, and  followed  that  calling  after  coming 
to  this  country.  He  emigrated  to  America 
with    his    family   in    1859,  and    settled   nea' 
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Fariningtoii,  La  Crosse  county;  at  tlie  end  of 
two  years  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Hol- 
land, Wisconsin.  He  was  born  Ajiril  4.  1S13, 
and  died  December  30,  IS^S.  His  wife  was 
born  January  3,  ISIO,  and  dieil  November 
26,  1891.  They  had  eleven  diildren,  eight 
of  whom  are  living;  there  were  six  sons  and 
live  daughters. 

Alexander  Johnson  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wisconsin,  and  also  took 
a  course  in  the  La  Crosse  Business  College. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  embarked 
in  business  on  his  own  ac.'ount,  opening  a 
drug  store  in  West  Salem,  and  does  a  thriving 
business. 

In  1SS9  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
West  Salem,  and  has  given  good  satisfaction 
in  his  otticial  jiosition.  He  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  always  gives  a  zealous  support 
to  the  movements  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married,  June  5,  1SS8,  to 
Miss  Anna  K.  Gudmiindson,  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, and  a  daughter  of  Hans  and  Bolette 
Gudmundson,  highly  respected  residents  of 
La  Crosse  valley.  To  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juhnson 
have  been  born  four  children:  James  H., 
Melvin  B.,  Abbie  J.,  and  Alexander  A.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  nccupy  an  enviable  po- 
sition among  the  j)ros|ieri)Us  citizens  of  La 
('r(.'S.--e  county. 

:ILLIAM  A.  IMIIOFF  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  citizens  of  J^a  Crosse, 
and  is  the  jiroprietor  of  a  prosjierous 
business.  He  was  born  at  iiignlanil,  Iowa 
county,  Wisconsin,  April  "22,  1^00.  and  is  a 
son  of  Anton  and  Christine  i  iiorichter)  Im- 
h(df,  natives  of  (ici-many.  Both  tin-  father 
and  mother  were  born  in  Ilaiiovrr,  ami  the 
former  was  a  carpenter    liy  tra<le.      His  early 


youth  was  spent  in  his  own  country,  but  be- 
lieving the  ojiportunities  greater  in  America, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  I'csi- 
dence  in  the  I'nited  States.  He  located  at 
Highland,  Iowa,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  followed  farming.  The  mother  of 
our  Mibjtct  came  to  America  in  her  girlhood. 
They  reared  a  family  of  two  sons  and  live 
daughters,  William  A.  Imhoff  being  the 
sixth-born  child.  He  passed  his  youth  in 
Highland,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
began  to  learn  the  harness-maker's  trade  at 
Muscoda,  Wisconsin.  He  completed  his  ap- 
prenticeship tliere,  and  in  18S0  came  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  suc- 
cessful business.  He  manufactures  all  kinds 
of  harness  and  saddles,  and  hvis  established 
a  substantial  trade. 

Mr.  Imhoff'  was  married  to  Miss  Theresa 
Schilling,  a  daughter  of  Rudolf  and  Joiianna 
Schilling,  natives  of  Germany.  They  have 
had  born  to  them  one  son  and  two  daughters: 
Idel,  Emma,  and  William  A.,  Jr.  The  jiar- 
eiits  are  members  of  St.  Joseph's  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Inihotf  l)elongs  to  St. 
Boniface's  Society,  to  the  Casino,  and  to  the 
La  Crosse  I'iocesan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. He  has  built  and  improved  some  city 
property,  owns  a  pleasant  residence  on  State 
street  and  a  good  business  block  on  Tliird 
street.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Inter-State 
Fair  Association,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  those  enterprises  which  are  of  public 
benefit.  He  is  a  citizen  in  every  way  worthy 
of  the  country  he  has  adopted. 


If)ICHAFL   KRAT<'H1VIL.  manufac- 
tui-ing  confectioruM-,  La  Crosse,  Wis- 

"^^Kli^  cousin,  is  a  native  of  (iermany,  born 
March  17,  ISoL  a  son  of  Fr;ink  and  'i'heresa 
(^Kohlae)  ivratchivil.      His  jiarents  liade  fare- 
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well  to  the  "Fatherland"  in  1854,  crossed 
the  sea  and  took  up  their  residence  in  a 
strange  country  among  a  strange  peo])le. 
They  settled  in  Washington  township,  Mil- 
waukee county,  Wisconsin,  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  city  of  Milwaukee.  Michael 
was  an  infant  when  he  was  brought  to  this 
country,  and  here  received  his  education. 
He  learned  his  trade  in  Milwaukee  and  Chi- 
cago, and  afterwards  win'ked  as  a  journeyman 
in  many  of  the  large  cities  in  this  coiintr}'. 

In  1881  he  came  to  La  Crosse  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  candy-manufacturing 
business  in  a  small  way.  The  excellence  of 
his  goods  soon  created  a  good  demand,  and 
by  faithfully  sustaining  the  high  standard  he 
has  built  up  a  trade  throughout  Wisconsin 
and  Minnesota.  He  has  twt)  traveling  sales- 
men all  the  year,  and  gives  employment  to 
thirteen  skilled  workmen. 

Mr.  Kratchivil  was  married  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Annie  Hale,  who  died, 
leaving  two  children,  Katie  and  Elle.  Mr. 
Kratchivil  was  married  a  second  time,  at  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Emily  Joslin,  a 
native  of  this  city.  They  have  no  children. 
Tlie  iirst  wife  ot  our  subject  was  a  full  com- 
municant of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


^MIL  BERG,  superintendent  of  the  de- 
livery department  of  the  La  Crosse 
Postoliice,  and  leader  of  the  JS'oraianna 
Sangerkor  and  Frohsinn,  was  born  at  Trond- 
jem,  Norway,  December  12,  18-43,  a  son  of 
Ebbe  Berg,  by  his  marriage  to  Christine 
(Lund)  Berg.  His  father  was  an  officer  in 
the  commissary  department  of  the  artillery 
of  Norway,  and  is  a  descendant  of  agricult- 
ural ancestry.  The  general  characteristics  of 
the  Bergs  were  large  stature,  hardy  constitu- 
tion and    long;   life.     On    the   mother's   side 


the  ancestry  wore  Swedes,  althougii  she  was 
liorn  in  Norway.  They  had  seven  sdiis  and 
two  daughters. 

Mr.  Emil  Jjerg  received  Lis  educatidn  in 
the  public  schools  of  Trondjem,  and  in  early 
life  showed  a  strong  pre<lilection  for  music. 
He  however  learned  the  furrier's  trade  in  his 
native  town.  At  the  age  of  tvventy-three 
years  he  camt!  to  America,  locating  in  C'hi- 
cago,  where  he  followed  his  trade  one  season, 
for  whicli  there  was  not  suthcieut  demand. 
Then  he  engaged  in  upholstery,  in  the  mean- 
time devoting  his  attention  to  music.  His 
fine  tenor  voice  and  his  love  fur  the  old  Norse 
songs  made  him  favorably  known  in  the  mu- 
sical circles  of  that  city,  ami  in  the  fall  of 
1866  he  organized  the  singing  society  named 
Nora,  the  first  Norwegian  singing  society  or- 
ganized in  that  city.  During  the  fall  of 
1868  it  was  merged  into  the  I'''reja,  Mr.  Berg 
being  elected  leader  of  b(jth  societies. 

Li  the  spring  of  1869  he  came  to  La  Crosse, 
where  he  has  since  resided  with  the  exception 
of  four  years  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  where  he 
went  to  assume  the  leadership  of  die  "Luren," 
a  singing  society.  June  1,  1869,  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  La  Crosse,  he  was  elected  leader 
of  the  "Normanna,"  which  position  he  held 
until  1880,  excepting  the  four  years  men- 
tioned. In  that  year  this  society  divided, 
half  going  with  the  Norden  society  and  half 
working  independently.  Mr.  Berg  was  elected 
leader  upon  being  admitted  to  the  Norden 
society,  and  held  the  position  for  several 
years,  and  as  an  appreciation  nf  his  labors 
was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Nor- 
den society.  For  several  years  he  was  also 
leader  of  the  Sextten  Ilarmonien,  and  at  one 
time  leader  of  the  quartet  Gauken,  and  for 
two  years  leader  of  the  La  Crosse  Valley 
Singing  Society  at  West  Salem,  this  State. 
During  the  summer  of  1889  the  Norske 
Sangerkor  was  organized   with    ^fr.  I!erg  as 
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leader,  which  society  in  the  fall  of  IS'JO 
joined  the  Xcnnaiiiia  Saiigei-kor,  and  ^Tr. 
iiei'L''  was  ayaiii  electiii  to  the  leadershii), 
whicli  jMjsition  he  still  holds.  Since  March 
1,  18U0,  he  has  also  cnndiR-ted  the  German 
!-inging  society,  Frohsinn.  Mr.  Berg  is  un- 
douhtedly  the  oldest  Scandinavian  leadei-  of 
song  in  the  Northwest,  if  not  in  America: 
anti  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  he  niay  live  a 
great  many  years  yet  to  lahor  in  the  field  he 
is  so  admirahly  fitted  to  fill. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1870  the 
iS'ormarna  society  had  an  active  membership 
of  thii'ty  or  more,  and  at  that  time  was  the 
only  singing  society  known  heyond  their  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  May  17.  1872.  the 
N'ormanna  assisted  Ole  null  in  his  concert  at 
Madison,  i;i\en  for  the  jmrpose  of  creating  a 
fund  for  the  establishment  of  a  Scandinavian 
library  at  the  State  University  there. 

In  1874  Mr.  Iloppe  was  elected  leader  of 
the  Noi-maiina.  and  served  for  a  year.  From 
1875  to  1878  the  society  lay  durniant,  bnt  in 
the  last  named  year  it  obtainc^d  a  new  lease 
of  life  and  re-elected  Mr.  Berg  leader.  In 
1880  E.  B.  Rynning  was  elected  leader,  and 
served  several  years.  In  the  fall  of  1890  the 
Norske  Saiiierkor  and  the  Normanna  united 
and  elected  Mr.  I>erg  leader.  The  society  is 
at  present  in  a  th.airisliing  ciiiidition,  having 
thirty-two  active  members  and  fifty-five  hon- 
orary. 

Mr.  l>erg  has  been  a  member  of  the  I.  (). 
().  F.  for  the  past  twenty-twcj  years,  having 
passed  all  the  chairs,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  encampment;  and  he  has  served  the  order 
in  many  of  its  ofHces.  Being  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  he  represented  ;he  lodges  iiere 
at  the  Grand  Lodge  on  different  occasions. 
August  1,  1870,  he  was  appointed  delivery 
clerk  at  La  ("rosse  PostofKce,  and  served 
through  all  the  grades  cif  ullire  hi'i-e  up  to  his 
present  position.    Although  he  has  a  number 


of  times    been    offered    municipal    office,    he 
Would  never  accept  them. 

Ml-.  BiTij  was  man-icd  in  La  Crosse,  to 
Ella  lianber.  a  native  of  Xoi'way  and  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  lianber  by  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Sophie  Naess,  who  came  to  America 
in  1S53,  settling  ir.  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
l^erg  have  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  Ebl)e,  a  mercantile  clerk  of  briglit 
prouiise;   Ragna  and  Nora. 


imLBEKT  V.  FETTER,  contracting 
i^l  ])lumber,  steam  and  gas  fitter,  i)ccupies 
^i^^  a  prominent  place  in  commercial  circles 
in  La  Crosse  county,  and  is  entitled  to  the 
following  space  in  the  history  of  her  leading 
men.  He  was  born  near  f^ountain  City, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  April  22,  18G6, 
and  is  a  son  of  Fertlinand  and  Dorothea 
(Eder)  Fetter,  natives  of  Gei'many.  The 
lather  was  a  lawyer  l)y  profession,  and  emi- 
grated from  Prussia  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  locating  at  Fountain  City.  Wis- 
consin, where  for  many  j'ears  he  was  favor- 
al)ly  known  as  a  member  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Ii.  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 
became  a  resident  of  Alma,  Wisconsin,  and 
was  County  Judge  of  Buflfalo  county  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  October 
10,  1870.  He  was  a  man  of  uncjuestioned 
integrity,  and  discharge  1  the  duties  of  iiis 
office  with  a  fidelity  that  won  him  the  highest 
esteeni  of  the  jieople.  Of  his  family,  four 
sons  and  two  daugliters  survive:  Norman  is 
the  associate  editor  of  West's  Law  I'Liblish- 
ing  House,  St.  Paul,  a  lawyer  by  profession; 
Albert  V.,  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Harve}' 
J.  is  a  (■i\il  engiuecr  by  profession,  and  is 
now  chief  engineer  ot'  the  Duluth  Terminal 
Railway  Com]>any ;  .loliii  !'.  is  also  a  civil 
engineer,  employed  by  the    Xortliei'u    Pacific 
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Railroad  Coinpan\';  ilannali  and  Ella  ^[.  are 
the  two  dangliters. 

All>ert  v.  spent  his  early  youth  in  Alma, 
Wisconsin,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
started  out  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of 
life.  He  tirst  engaged  as  a  clerk,  and  M'as 
thus  occupied  for  several  years.  He  then 
became  interested  in  steamboats,  but  he 
abandoned  this  enterprise  in  1888  to  estab- 
lish the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 
In  this  undertaking  he  has  been  more  than 
usually  prosperous,  ami  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  progressive  and  substantial 
citizen.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  La 
Crosse  Builders'  Exchange,  and  belongs  to 
the  La  Crosse  Board  of  Trade.  In  ISUl 
Mr.  Fetter  joined  E.  T.  Mueller  in  business 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  a  patent 
tool  to  be  used  in  the  plumbing  business. 

Our  worthy  subject  was  married  in  La 
Claire,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Mae  Orwig  Ililbonrne, 
a  native  of  that  place  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Kate  Hilbourne,  natives  of  tiie  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Hilbourue's  maiden 
name  was  Schreiner. 

..,4^^^^^ 

3|iSII0MAS  ^\.  CUMMINGS,  funeral  di- 
^M  rector  and  undertaker.  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
^  consin,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  born  at  Galena,  November  15,  1854. 
His  parents,  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Murphy) 
Cummings,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  but  in 
1849  they  bade  farewell  to  the  beautiful 
"Emerald  Isle''  and  sailed  away  to  America. 
The  father  was  a  grocer  liy  trade,  and  carried 
on  a  thriving  business  in  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
from  1856  until  the  time  of  hi?  death,  which 
occurred  in  June,  18t)5.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters: Mary  married  Richard  O'Brien,  a 
merchant  of   Independence,    Iowa;   Simon  is 


a  resident  of  La  Crosse:  IJridget  is  the  wife 
of  George  Higgins,  an  engineer  (jf  St.  Limis, 
Missouri;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  John  Lark- 
ins;  T.  W.;  x\nnie,  wilV  of  I'eter  Pauls; 
AYalter  J.  died  at  Bismarck.  Dakota,  leaving 
a  wife  and  one  son;  John  (!.  died  in  I)ubu(jue, 
leaving  a  wife  and  two  daughters;  tliey  hud 
buried  four  childi-en  in  infancy;  Tiiomas  W. 
is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch. 

He  obtained  a  good  eilucation  in  Dubuque, 
and  early  in  life  began  clerking  in  a  grocery 
store;  subsequently  he  was  employed  in  a 
saloon  and  billiard  hall,  and  in  1880  he  came 
to  La  Crosse,  where  he  carried  on  the  saloon 
business  until  1880.  He  then  embarked  in 
the  embalming  and  undertaking  business,  and 
has  met  with  fair  success. 

ilr.  Cummings  was  married  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Phebe  Reah,  a  native  of  Iowa 
and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  J.  (Blake) 
Reah.  Of  this  union  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  ha\e  been  liorn:  Bertha,  Andi-ew 
D.,  Stella  and  Ambrose.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
wliile  Mr.  Cummings  belongs  to  the  Catluilic 
Knights  of  Wisconsin  and  to  the  Ancient 
Ordei-  of  Hiliernians. 


fLORENS  SCIIILDMANW,  of  the  tirm 
of  AVeide  &  Schildmann,  saloon-keepers, 
o"  La  Crosse,  was  born  October  31,  1855, 
in  Westphalia,  Germany,  iu  the  town  of 
Bielefeldt.  His  father,  William,  who  had 
married  Elsabeth  Ehcrfeldt,  was  a  carpenter 
by  occupation  and  came  to  America  in  1856, 
with  his  family,  locating  at  Quincy,  Illinois. 
Four  years  afterward  he  moved  to  Sank  City, 
Wisconsin,  ami  three  years  after  that,  in 
1862,  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  reared  two  sons  and  three 
dauirhters. 
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!Mr.  Seliililinaiin,  wliose  name  iiitrodiices 
this  sketeli,  <;re\v  to  inanhooil  in  La  Crojse, 
obtained  a  fair  education  in  tlie  coninion 
scliool,  anil  lias  since  Ween  engaged  in  keep- 
ing; a  saloon.  lie  lias  served  four  years  as 
Alderman  of  the  Eighth  Ward;  has  lieen 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poor,  and 
ineniher  of  the  Committees  on  f>icense  and 
Health,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  Hermann,  of  the  I)eutscht'r 
Verein  and  also  of  the  Third  Ward  Aii 
Society. 

He  marrieil  Miss  Maryaretlia  Dahnell.  a 
iiativi-  of  Germany  ami  a  daughter  ot  Freder- 
ick and  Margaretha  Dahnell.  They  have  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Emma, 
Louisa,  Walter,  William  and  Florence  Minnie. 

fllOMAS  HANSEN,  a  contractor  and 
l)ui!der  cd"  La  Crosse,  is  ono  of  the  char- 
W'  ter  memhers  of  the  Builders"  Exchange 
of  that  city,  and  has  been  prominently  ident- 
ified with  her  Iniilding  interests  since  18(59, 
when  he  eniiijrated  to  America.  He  was 
born  in  Norway,  near  Lillihamer,  March  1, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Hans  and  Carrie 
(Jensen)  Tliomsen.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
and  merclr.iiif;  his  death  i_>C('urrei]  in  1851*. 
Thomas  Hansen  learned  the  carpenters' 
trade  in  his  native  countiw.  and  in  18(19,  as 
before  stated,  cros.-ed  the  sea  to  America, 
believing  that  the  opportunities  afforded  in 
the  new  world  were  greater  than  those  of  the 
old.  After  landing  he  came  direct  to  La 
Crosse,  and  here  establi^lled  himself  in  the 
contracting  and  building  business.  He  is 
also  a  millwright,  and  for  several  years  he 
folhiwed  this  occupation  throughout  Minne- 
sota, Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Wisconsin.  His 
elVorts  have  been  rewardiMl  with  a  fair  measure 
of   success,  and    his  rel.-iti'Uis    with    his  newlv 


adopted  motiier  country  have   bfcn  of  .a  very 
pleasant  ciiaracter. 

.Mr.  llan:-en  was  married  in  .Xurwav  to 
Miss  Elisabeth  Ericksun,  and  of  this  union 
eight  children  have  heen  born:  lleiirv.  the 
oldest,  a  promising  youmr  man,  died  at  the 
age  (if  nineteen  years;  those  lisiiii.'- are:  Louisa 
and  Hilda,  live  childi-en  having  died  in  child- 
hood. 


GUIS  N.  NELSON  is  one  of  the  most 
skilled  painters  and  deeor.itors  of  Li 
Crosse,  where  he  has  resided  since  1888. 
He  was  born  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  Novem- 
ber 24,  18G2,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Lena  ((Trendley)  Nelson,  natixes  of 
Norway.  The  ])arents  were  born  in  Skien, 
about  12U  miles  from  Christiania,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1853  or  1854.  ()tlier 
members  of  the  Nelson  and  Grendley  families 
also  crossed  the  sea,  and  the  greater  number 
settled  near  Milwaukee,  although  branches  of 
the  Grendley  family  are  scattered  over  Wis- 
consin and  ]\[ichigaii. 

Louis  N' .  Nelson  grew  to  manhood  in  .Madi- 
son, Wisconsin,  where  he  learned  his  trade 
from  his  father,  who  was  a  prominent  painter 
and  decorator  in  that  city.  In  1888  he  came 
to  La  Crosse,  a^^  before  stated;  alter  arriving 
in  this  city  he  tbrmed  a  partnership  with  (). 
J.  Oven;  this  ndatioiiship  e\i>ted  until  IS'.K). 
when  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  .\el>on  has  conducted 
the  business  aloni',  and  has  met  with  marked 
success.  Thoroughly  well  fitted  for  his  line 
of  work  and  possessed  of  those  sterling  traits 
of  character  which  win  and  hold  confidence, 
he  has  made  for  himself  an  enviable  re|)Uta- 
tion  among  the  bu>iness  men  of  La  Crosse. 
He  is  a  nuMiiber  of'  the  Builders'  E.Nchange 
of  La  Crosse,  and  is  dee|)ly  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  oricaiii/.ation. 
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He  was  married  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Agnes  Conneli,  a  dauixliter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  Conneli,  and  nf  this 
union  one  son  has  been  horn,  Louis  T. 


l^mONS  ANDERSON.— America  is  in- 
f  m  AI?  debted  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
^sd&»-  for  her  iidiahitants,  and  no  country 
jjas  contril)uted  a  more  upright,  honorable 
class  of  citizens  than  has  Norway,  the  birth- 
place of  Mons  Anderson,  one  of  the  most 
highly  i-espected  residents  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin. He  was  born  at  Valders,  June  8, 
3830,  a  son  of  Anders  and  Mary  (Knudson) 
Anderson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Nor- 
way. His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  died  when  our  subject  was  but  a  lad. 

During  his  boyhood  he  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
(being  the  oldest  in  the  family)  he  bade  fare- 
well to  his  friends  and  the  pine-clad  hills  of 
his  native  land,  and  sailed  across  the  sea  to 
America,  locating  after  his  arrival  in  Mil- 
waukee. He  was  fortunate  in  securing  em- 
ployment with  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  a  member 
of  Congress  from  Milwaukee,  and  then  pro- 
prietor of  the  City  Hotel.  He  remained  in 
Mr.  Wells'  employ  for  three  years,  two  of 
which  he  was  a  student  in  Prof.  Lalk's 
school.  He  spent  one  year  as  a  salesman  in 
the  grocery  store  of  Herbert  Reed,  giving 
entire  satisfaction  to  his  employer  and  win- 
ning many  friends  among  the  customers. 

Observing  the  necessity  of  capital  to 
achieve  success  in  the  older  Eastern  cities,  he 
determined  to  push  farther  West,  and,  at- 
tracted by  the  commercial  prospects  of  La 
Crosse,  he  came  to  this  city  when  it  was  a 
small  village,  in  1851.  He  first  engaged  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  S.  T.  Smith,  which  was 
located  on  Eront  street,  and  in  1853  became  a 


partner  in  the  estai)lisliment.  lie  later  formed 
a  partnership  with  W.  W.  Ustick.  which 
ciMitinned  one  year.  \lv  was  then  alone  for 
some  years,  his  next  ]i;i,rtner  lieing  S.  E. 
Oleson,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for 
two  years. 

Then  Mr.  xlnilerson  successfully  continued 
the  business  alone  for  several  years,  while  his 
two  sons  were  being  fitted  for  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  increasing  trade. 

In  1885  Mr.  Anderson  took  both  of  his 
sons  into  the  company,  the  firm  then  being 
known  as  Mons  Anderson  it  Sdns.  His 
oldest  son,  Alfred  H.,  acijuired  a  large  interest 
in  what  was  then  Washington  Territory,  and 
it  soon  became  apparent  that  it  required  his 
personal  attention,  so  he  withdrew  from  the 
iirm,  and  moved  there  to  take  charge  of  his 
own  interests.  It  was  then  thought  ad  vis- 
aide,  as  being  the  popular  system,  to  organize 
into  a  stock  compjany,  to  Ije  known  as  The 
Mons  Anderson  Company,  wliicli  was  done 
in  January,  1891.  Samuel  W.  then  liecame 
the  mainstay  of  his  father  in  the  management. 

Ilis  fine  block  on  the  corner  of  ]\Iain  and 
Second  streets  has  been  built  from  time  to 
time  as  the  business  demanded,  being  always 
ahead  of  the  town.  It  has  been  a  common 
remark  that  he  has  the  largest  establishment 
of  its  kind  in  America  in  pi-oportion  to  the 
population.  He  has  been  in  active  business 
forty  years,  and  is  to-day  the  oldest  business 
man  by  many  years,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
above  Galena. 

The  question  would  naturally  ai'ise  in  the 
reader's  mind,  -'Why  did  r.ot  Mr.  Anderson 
move  to  a  larger  place  many  yeai-s  ago  where 
his  enterprise  ami  push  could  lie  appreci- 
ated?" His  answer  would  be,  that  he  would 
rather  be  a  leader  in  the  city  nf  La  Crosse 
than  a  follower  in  some  larger  city. 

At  the  present  time,  Mr.  xVnderson  em- 
ploys traveling  men  by  the  dozen,  and  employs 
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ill  l\is  factory  and  store  by  the  liuinlreds. 
His  iroods  tiiid  a  ready  iimrket  in  Western 
Wisconsin  ami  in  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Nebrasi<a,  mid  tlie  Dakotas,  and  the  annual 
output  fXfffds  a  million  dollars. 

The  writer  was  shown  through  the  varinus 
departments  of  the  manufactory  and  ware- 
houses, and  was  surprised  at  finding  such  a 
mammoth  establisliment  in  a  city  the  size  of 
La  Crosse.  Fi'om  ofHces  to  engine  room, 
every  department  evinces  neatness  and  order 
and  the  strict  business  methods  that  prevail 
therein. 

It  is  one  of  ilr.  Anderson's  characteristics, 
that  lie  always  wants  his  customers  and  visi- 
tors to  be  haprjily  disap])ointed  and  find  it 
more  e.xtensive  than  representeil  or  e.xpccted. 
One  feature  worthy  of  remark,  is  that  Mr. 
Anderson  started  out  in  an  early  day  to  have 
strictly  one  price,  and  everyone  treated  alike, 
and  to  liave  goods  represented  as  they  were. 
This  is  the  key  to  his  success.  At  one  time 
he  did  a  wholesale  dry-iroods,  retail  dry-goods 
and  inillinerv.  and  retail  clothing  business. 
His  retail  dry-goods  and  millinery  traffic  was 
the  second  largest  in  the  State. 

As  the  country  developed  and  the  city 
grew,  his  wholesale  operations  steadily  in- 
creased, making  it  necessary  that  some  of  the 
minor  interests  should  bedis])ensed  with.  In 
1S85  he  closed  out  his  retail  establishments, 
and  since  that  time  has  l)een  duing  a  whole- 
sale dry-gi)iids  and  manufacturing  bu.--iness. 
■  ^Ir.  Anderson  attributes  his  success  in  a 
measure  to  the  fact  that  when  he  gets  trust- 
worthy eni])loyees  he  manages  to  retain  them 
in  his  service.  Among  those  who  have  served 
him  long  and  faithfiill v.  arc  ^^l•.  .1.  T.  Van 
Valkenbiirg;  the  old  veteran  •■riicle  .lolm" 
Ilalvorson;  his  trusted  bookkeeper,  Mr.  Louis 
Streeter,  who  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
present  tiriii ;    Mr.  ]''red  llanifgaarn,  manager 


of  the  manufacturing  department,  and  many 
others. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  not  only  witnessed  the 
growth  of  La  Crosse  from  a  mere  hamlet  to 
the  lieautiful  city  it  now  is,  but  has  actively 
participated  in  all  that  pertained  to  its  ma- 
tured advancement.  He  has  built  up  a 
business  which  is  an  hoiKir  to  himself  and  a 
credit  to  the  city.  As  the  city  has  grown, 
and  competitors  have  entered  the  field,  he 
has  maintained  his  superior  position  in  com- 
mercial circles  by  the  excellence  of  his  goods 
and  his  uniformly  courteous  and  honorable 
dealintj.  He  is  a  man  positive  in  his  con- 
victions, and  of  marked  characteristics  and 
unusual  ability.  While  his  life  has  been  one. 
of  busy  usefulness,  its  cares  have  set  lightly 
upon  him,  for  he  retains  his  youthful  vigor 
and  activity  in  a  marked  degree.  Courteous 
alike  to  customers,  employees  or  strangers, 
he  is  the  highest  type  of  the  genuine  Ameri- 
can Inisiness  man  and  gentleman,  whom  to 
know  is  a  jileasure. 

In  his  pursuit  of  wealth  he  has  i.ot  been 
unmindful  of  the  comfort  of  his  employees, 
nor  has  he  been  wanting  in  public  spirit.  He 
is  a  liberal  contribnter  to  those  enterprises 
which  are  calculated  to  benetit  the  city,  either 
morally  or  intellectually.  System  and  good 
judgment  a'-e  noteworthy  features  of  all  his 
operations,  and  his  integrity  rendered  his 
credit  "gilt-edged,"'  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  He  has  accumulated  a  handsome 
competence,  and  enjoys  the  highest  regard  of 
1  the  social  and  commercial  wrorld  in  which  he 
!  moves. 

Tff,T  I  I,  L  I  A  M  W  I  E  L  E,  of  the  firm  of 
InVrVll  ^\  iih'  ^  Schildmann,  proprietors  of 
[^■^Jt^S    a   saloon    in  LaCrossc,    was    born    in 
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Amanda  (Hein)  Wiele.  His  fatlier  \v:is  a 
fanner,  and  his  paternal  ^ramlfatlu'r  a  dis- 
tiller by  trade,  but  mostly  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. On  the  maternal  side  ins  h>refather6 
were  generally   millers. 

Mr.  Wiele  completed  his  ajiprenli'^eship  in 
the  grocery  trade  and  came  to  America  in 
1878,  locating  in  Alleghany  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, near  Pittjlmrg,  where  he  was  a 
farmer  for  a  sliort  time.  Next  he  was  for  a 
short  time  at  xVlbert  Lea,  Minnesota,  keeping 
a  saloon,  and  finally,  in  ISSl,  came  to  La 
Crosse.  Here,  for  four  years  he  was  employed 
at  Heileman's  brewery;  next  he  was  clerk 
for  a  year  for  ^Ir.  AVehansen  in  the  cigar 
trade;  then  was  mail  carrier  about  a  year; 
and  then  for  a  year  was  clerk  for  John  Schil- 
ling, a  clothing  merchant;  and  since  1S8G  he 
has  been  conducting  a  good  saloon.  In  1S91 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  for  the  Tiiii-d  Ward. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Germania  Society, 
has  served  as  its  president;  has  been  secretary 
of  the  Liederkranz;  has  passed  all  the  chairs 
in  the  society  of  the  Sons  of  Herman;  and 
is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Inter  State 
Fair  Association.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
and  enterprising  citizen. 


fHARLES  A.  BARTZ  is  one  of  the 
many  successful  contractors  and  build- 
ers of  La  Crosse,  and  is  also  one  of  the 
many  honored  citizens  for  whom  America  is 
indebted  to  Germany.  His  birth-place  is 
Poluow,  about  thirty  miles  from  LJei'lin,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  is  October  3,  1855. 
His  parents,  John  and  Phillipena  (Schwartz) 
Bartz,  emigrated  to  the  Ignited  States  and 
settled  in  La  Crosse.  The  father  was  the 
owner  of  a  considerable  amount  of  property; 
his  death  occurred  here  in  1877,  anil  his  wife 
passed  from  this  life  in  1889. 


Charles  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  liis  youth  chose  the  busi- 
ness  of  contracting  and  buildino"  for  his 
occupation  in  life.  In  ISSl  he  became  iden- 
tified with  the  building  intercuts  of  La  Crosse, 
and  has  won  his  share  of  t!ie  patronage  of 
the  city  and  surrounding  counti'v.  Among 
the  many  buildings  he  has  ei-ccted  may  be 
mentioned  the  residences  of  Stej)iien  (-iautert, 
Samuel  Anderson,  J.  J.  I'ruit,  and  Aldei-man 
JSTeumeister.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Build- 
ers'' Exchange,  was  an  early  advocate  of  its 
establishment,  and  assisteif  very  ajaterially  in 
its  oganization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  antl  of  tin'  Pr<.igi'es>i ve 
National  Union.  He  is  deeiily  interested  in 
the  prosperity  of  his  fell(.)w-ci-at'tsmen  and 
may  be  relied  upon  to  jirotect  and  sustain 
their  Interests. 


"(T^ 


y^ARL  LUDWIG  BORRESOX,  of  the 
life  ^'"'^  '-'^  Borreson  liros.,  general  grocers, 
^1  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lil- 
lehammer,  in  Eastern  Norway,  January  30, 
1842,  a  son  of  Borre  Hansen  Borreson,  by 
his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Lundgren,  who  was 
of  Swedish  descent  though  boi-n  in  Norway. 
The  forefathers  of  the  Borreson  line  were 
generally  engaged  in  the  professions,  especial- 
ly that  of  teaching.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, however,  was  an  ai'chitect,  and  also 
served  the  public  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Mayor  of  the  city.  He  ended  his  useful  and 
active  life  in  his  native  city,  Lillehammer.  in 
1878,  at  about  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Carl  L. 
Borreson,  our  subject,  began  in  mercantile 
business,  serung  an  appienticeshij).  In  the 
spring  of  1870  he  left  his  native  country, 
spent  eight  months  in  Germany  and  traveled 
in  England,  and  in  the  fall  of   1870  came  to 
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America,  ami  direct  to  La  Crcisse.  Here  he 
began  as  clerk  and  lux^k-keeper  I'or  Charles 
B.  Soldberg,  a  wliolesale  grocer,  and  continne<l 
in  tliat  position  ten  years.  lie  then  became 
head  manager  of  the  retail  <lepartnient  of 
tliis  firm  fur  two  years,  having  an  interest  in 
the  business,  and  tlien,  in  the  spring  of  18S3, 
formeti  with  William  Joosten  a  partnershiji 
in  the  grocery  business,  wholesale  and  retaiL 
In  the  spring  of  1SS6  he  sold  his  interest 
there  to  liis  partners,  and  the  next  fall  joined 
his  brother  Henry,  in  his  present  business, 
already-  mentioned. 

He  was  married  in  I. a  (Crosse  to  iliss  Han- 
nah Matilda  Wederwang,  a  native  of  Thoten, 
Eastern  Norwa3',and  a  daughter  of  Matthias  W. 
and  Mary  Wenderwang.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Borreson  came  to  America  with  her  daughter 
in  1865.  settling  in  La  Crosse,  where  she  still 
resides.  Mrs.  Borreson  died  in  1875,  leav- 
ing two  daughters:  Lillie  Mary  Elisabeth 
and  Hannah  Matilda  Borgia.  Siie  was  an 
earnest  b  liever  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

i\[r.  Borreson's  second  mari-iage,  which 
occurred  December  20.  1877,  was  to  Miss 
Josephine  Ilermine  Bolette  Ilaugan,  who  was 
bc)rn  at  Drammen.  Norway,  May  6,  183'.L 
Slie  was  a  schoolteaclu  r  in  her  native  country, 
and  also  taught  in  Chicai^'o  after  coniinjx  to 
America  in  1SG5.  Iler  fatliei-  was  a  manu- 
facturer of  wagons  at  Drammen  for  some 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Christiania,  the 
cai)ital  of  Norway,  where  he  was  euijaged  in 
the  same  business;  and  whih'  there  he  served 
the  city  as  Alderman  fm-  a  number  of  years. 
He  came  t(_i  Amciica  in  iStiO.  and  in  lS7n 
located  at  La  Crosse,  wlii're  lie  died  three 
vears  later. 

By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Boi'reson  has 
one  Son  and  one  daughter;  l>nrge  Ilaugan, 
born  July  7,  187'.*,  and  Bertha  (.hristiiie 
Ambrosia,   born    October  9,  1880.      Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Borreson  are  worthy  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

In  this  religious  body  Mr.  Borreson  has 
been  very  zealous  and  etiicient,  holding  va- 
rious official  positions.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  the  chundi  which  located  the 
Lutheran  College  of  the  Norwegian  Synod 
of  America  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  in  the  summer 
of  188!'.  In  the  summer  of  18!J0  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Imilding  committee  which 
su[)erintended  the  erection  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  of  this  synod  at  North  La 
Crosse.  He  has  serveil  his  church  here  as 
trustee  for  about  fifteen  years,  as  secretary 
about  nine  years  and  as  trea-^urer  three  years. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Scandinavian 
Society  tor  six  years,  and  was  its  president  at 
the  time  of  its  dissolution  and  merging  into 
the  Norden  Society.  He  is  at  present  Super- 
vi^or  of  the  Ninth  Ward. 

()f  his  family,  his  two  eldest  daughters  are 
young  ladies  of  bright  promise,  exhibiting 
the  best  traits  of  the  Borreson  line,  in  the 
profession  of  teaching.  The  eldest  daughter 
is  a  student  making  rajiid  progress  at  tlio 
Milwaukee  Normal  School,  and  the  other  is 
now  in  her  graduating  \eai- in  the  high  school, 
and  will  also  cnmplefe  a  thorough  course  of 
training  for  the  teachers'  pi'ofession. 


fOSEPII  AND  EKANK  SCHWALBE, 
builders  and  contractors,  LaCros.se,  Wis- 
consin.— Josepli  Schwalbe  was  born  in 
Austria,  near  Prague,  at  the  village  of  Auclia, 
dune  I'J,  lS2y,  and  is  the  son  of  a  contractor 
and  builder,  whose  ancestors  for  many  gener- 
ations bad  followed  the  same  calling.  He 
received  .u  gooil  education  in  Prague  and 
completed  a  tiKU'uugb  course  of  training  in 
the  architectural  scho(ds  of  that  city.  Upon 
attaining   liis  twenty-first  year,  he  embarked 
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in  the  business  of  contracting  and  huilding, 
wliich  lie  conductcil  until  1^09,  when  he  came 
to  America  and  located  in  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. There  he  remained  thirteen  months, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  came  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  has  since  maile  his  home. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
building  interests  of  the  place,  and  has  very 
materially  aided  the  irrowth  and  development 
of  this  industry. 

He   was   married    in   his   luitive  village  to 

Miss    Lizzie .     Of    this    union     ten 

children  were  born,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, in  Germany,  and  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  in  this  country;  three  sons  and 
three  daughters  survive:  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Schubert,  of  LaCrosse;  Joseph  is  a 
real-estate  agent  in  West  Superior,  Wisconsin; 
Frank;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Lorens  Schent, 
of  La  Crosse;  Line,  and  William,  a  book- 
keeper by  occupation. 

Frank  Schwalbe,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm,  was  born  at  Aucha,  Austria,  October  8, 
1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Schwalbe.  He 
received  his  education  in  La  Crosse,  and  early 
in  life  took  up  the  business  of  his  father.  In 
1888  the  present  partnership  was  formed. 
He  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Charlotta 
Ivohlhaus,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Kohliiaus.  Of 
this  union  two  sons  have  been  born;  Frank 
and  Arthur.  He  is  a  member  of  the  La 
Crosse  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Germania 
Society,  being  an  honored  official  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Schwalbe  and  his  son  Frank  are  both 
members  of  the  Builders'  Exchange,  and  are 
among  the  leading  members  of  their  craft. 
Among  the  many  buildings  which  they  have 
erected  may  be  mentioned  the  Weileman 
Brewing  Company's  plant,  Zeister's  Brewery, 
the  largest  portion  of  the  Gund  Brewing 
Company's  plant,  most  of  the  C.  J.  Michel 
Brewing  Company's  plant,  the  Eagle  Brew- 
ery, the  Vogel    Brewery,  the  West  Wisconsn 


Maciiine  Shops,  the  Tivoli  (a  summer  garden). 
Petci-  Lfhuian's  (iai'den,  Doerre's  Block.  City 
Hall  of  La  Crosse,  Mr.  Wlu'cler's  residence 
on  Tenth  ;ind  Cass  streets,  etc. 


fUANCIS  XAVIEU  DK  L()UEA.wh(,se 
business  career  in  La  Crosse  has  been  a 
.V  most  satisfactory  one.  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  county  since  IST:}.  and  lias  w<in 
an  en\'iable  position  among  his  fellow  buiM- 
ers.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  ^lontreal, 
July  4,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Battiste  atui 
Susan  (Roussant)  De  Lorea.  His  father  was 
a  farmer  l)y  occupation,  Init  agriculture  pre- 
sented few  attractions  to  young  Francis 
Xavier,  and  he  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  learned  very  thoroughly  in  his  na- 
tive city.  In  1861  he  came  to  the  LTniteil 
States,  and  until  1873  worked  as  a  journev- 
inan  in  the  various  cities  of  the  Union.  Since 
locating  in  La  Crosse  he  has  come  to  ije  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  con- 
tractors and  has  won  his  share  of  [)atroTUige. 
He  erected  the  Si.xth  Ward  schoolhouse,  the 
McMillan  building,  the  Methodist  Episco]ial 
Church,  the  La  Crosse  Abattoir,  the  business 
])lock  of  the  Norwegian  Workingmen's  Soci- 
ety, the  Lienlokken  building,  and  many  of 
the  finest  residences.  During  the  past  seven 
years  he  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
contracting  and  building  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  meeting  with  very  encouraging 
results. 

Mr.  De  Lorea  was  married  in  La  Crosse  to 
Miss  Emma  E.  Rawlinson.  He  and  his  wife 
are  regular  communicants  of  the  Ejpiseopal 
Church,  and  are  members  of  the  congregation 
of  Christ  Church.  He  is  a  \yorthy  Sir  Knit,dit 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  belongs  to  tlie 
Knights    of    Honor.      Mrs.    De    Lorea    is  a 
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Wurtliv  Mutroii  of  the  Eastern  St:ir.  ami  is  an 
active  otiicial  <if  that  society. 

Onr  sniiject  i>  a  member  of  tlie  ilireetory 
of  tlie  I)iiiiciei's'  Kxchaiii^e  and  was  one  ut"  the 
[iromiiient  t'actc>rs  in  the  perl'ectioii  of  tliat 
organization. 


I^.EN ?.V    W  I  I.  L  I  A  M    liAETZMAN N, 

aMU  eilitur  ami  jjrojirietoi-  of  ]>,')■  La  Crossi' 
^M  Vo/ksfrfi(/u7,  WHS  Innu  nt  iSannn,  Han- 
over, Germany,  September  U.  IS-iT.  In 
October,  ISdCi,  lie  emiirrated  to  America, 
ii;oing  ilirectiy  to  lieedsburg,  Wisconsin: 
there  he  t'onmi  einploymeiit  in  a  general 
store  as  clerk,  and  also  gave  some  time  to  the 
study  of  the  English  language,  attending  the 
jiublic  scIkmjI  for  this  ]Mirpose.  He  studied 
hiw  in  lS(J7-'liS  with  Mr.  Joseph  Mackey, 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Sauk  county, 
and  in  ISf!'.)  became  a  student  in  the  Xorth- 
western  I '  nivei-sif  \-  at  Watertown,  Wiscon- 
sin. In  ISTU  he  again  turned  his  attention 
to  mercantile  pursuits,  ami  six  years  later  he 
entered  upon  liis  career  as  a  journalist,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  the  most  gratifying 
success.  In  December  of  that  year  he  estab- 
lishc<l  at  Ueedsburg,  Wisconsin,  the  Demo- 
cratic wi^ekly  newspaper  called  Ar  Suii/k- 
Countij  llerahl,  of  which  he  has  been  the 
editor  and  publisher  for  fifteen  years.  He 
was  Notary  I'liltlic  dui-iiig  this  time,  and  held 
the  agency  for  several  steamship  lines  and  five 
dill'ereiit  iire-insui-ance  c<)mj)anies.  He  served 
as  Justice  of  the  i'eace  for  two  terms,  lieing 
twice  re-elected,  but  declining  to  acce|)t  tlie 
honor  the  third  time  it  wa>  conferred,  as  iiis 
private  liusine.^s  re()uired  his  undivi.led  atten- 
tion. 

In  .lanuary,  l^'ll,  .Mr.  Kaetzmann  removed 
to  La  <'rosse  with  his  family,  and  has  resided 
in  this  city  since  that  time.      He  also  bought 


his  jjrinting  material  and  estalilished  the  new 
(ierman  Democratic  paper,  ]><:)■  Lit  Crusse 
Yolksfreund,  and  a  Sumlav  supplement 
called  ////  J'\nni/icii/,reixe.  Tho Siiu^'Counit/ 
/A'/<^/(/,  after  having  l^een  published  here  for 
nearly  ten  months  during  1891,  was  merged 
into  the  Yolhtfrennd.  and  is  publisiied  in 
connection  witii  that  paper  every  Saturday 
under  the  name  of  the  Herold  and  V(dks- 
t'rrutiiL  I>i  r  L'l  Crusoe  Volks/nnind  is  one 
of  the  leading  (Terman  publications  of  the 
Nortiiwest :  is  a  bright,  newsy  sheet,  ably 
eiliteil  and    well  conducted. 

Mr.  Kaetzmann  was  unite<l  in  marriage 
April  :5(l,  IsT-i.  to  Miss  Emilie  i.icht,  who 
was  born  Septemlier  30,  ls55,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Henry  Liclit  of  Westtield.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raetzinanu  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Ewald 
Ludedf  Fried  rich,  born  March  :i(),  1875; 
Aniandus  Hugo  Lothar,  born  August  8,  1870, 
died  March  12,  1887;  ^Meta  Louise  Frieila, 
born  December  "25,  187S;  Wilhelm  Hermann, 
June  U,  1881;  Ella  Catharine  Pauline, 
August  27,  1883:  Paul  (Jtto  Werner,  Jan- 
uary 11,  1880;  Alfred  Louis  Julius,  April 
14,'l888. 


•{if^  A.  SLOANE,  stamp  clerk  in  the  La 
Tpji  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  postoliice,  was  ori- 
^®  ginally  from  Ilayesville,  Ashland 
county,  t)liio,  his  birth  occurring  March  28, 
1840,  and  his  parents,  AVilliam  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  (Williams)  Sloane  were  natives  of  that 
Slate  al>o.  The  father  was  at  one  time  a 
miller,  luit  subsecjuently  became  baggage 
master  on  tin  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  iV'  (Mii- 
cago  liailroad,  holding  that  position  from 
1805  until  1873.  when  his  death  occurreii. 
He  was  just  forty-five  years  of  age.  During 
the  civil   wai'  he   served  as  a  i)ri\ate  in    Com- 
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pany  II,  One  Iliuidreil  ami  Seeoml  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  was  on  guard  and  garrison  duty. 
He  was  discharged  on  acciumt  of  sickness 
after  the  first  year.  He  was  for  many  years 
a  devout  member  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  an  Abolition 
Republican.  His  wife  is  still  living,  is  sixty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  resides  at  Crestline, 
Ohio.  There  were  fonrcliildren  born  to  this 
union,  E.  A.  Sloane  being  tlie  eldest.  The 
others  are:  John,  on  tiie  railroad  at  I'eoria, 
Illinois;  William,  a  lilacksniitli  at  Galiion, 
Ohio,  and  Rudolph  15.  E.  A.  Sloane  was 
reared  in  town,  learned  the  printer's  trade  at 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  followed  tiiat  until 
he  enlisted,  July,  1862,  in  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. His  first  battle  was  at  Athens,  Ala- 
bama, where  he  and  many  others  were  over- 
powered and  captured  aftei'  hard  lighting. 
He  was  taken  to  Cahaba  prison,  Alabama, 
and  there  his  treatment  was  horrible.  He 
was  captured  in  September,  1864,  and  in 
March,  1865,  the  river  overflowed,  tlie  prison 
was  flooded,  and  the  prisoners  were  obliged  to 
stand  in  water  up  to  their  waists  for  one  week. 
He  weighed  130  pounds  when  he  entered,  and 
on  coming  out,  in  March,  weiglied  but  si,\ty 
pounds.  General  Washburn,  who  had  charge 
of  the  Confederate  prisoners  at  Vicksbnrg^ 
sent  word  to  prison  at  Cahaba,  that  if  tlie 
prisoners  at  that  point  were  not  liberated  im- 
mediately, he  would  hang  everyone  of  their 
officers  in  his  charge.  They  were  soon 
after  liberated.  Tiie  prisoners  were  then  sent 
to  Vicksburg,  and  onr  subject  was  in  the 
hospital  for  some  time.  He  then  became 
terribly  homesick,  had  been  out  three  years, 
and  had  seen  the  very  roughest  side  of  war- 
fare, and  as  a  consequence  he  slipped  away 
from  the  hospital  and  ensconced  himself  on 
the  Sultana,  hoping  to  avoid  the  hospital  sur- 
geons, so  that  he  could    make  his  way  to   his 


Nortliern  "  Home,  sweet  home."  He  was  de- 
tected, however,  and  bruuglit  liack  to  the 
hospital  by  order  of  tlie  surgeons,  and  thus, 
unwittingly  on  the  part  of  those  professional 
men,  was  presumably  savc^d  from  the  terrilile 
calamity  that  overtook  the  Sultana,  and  sent 
1,900  brave  soldiers  to  a  watery  grave  with- 
out a  moment's  warning.  Mr.  Sloane  was 
discharged  May  2,  1865,  and  it  was  a  year 
before  he  recovered  from  his  experience. 
After  this  he  was  on  the  railroad,  and  was 
conductor  for  twenty-one  years.  (_)n  the 
fourth  of  July.  1S89.  he  met  with  a  serious 
accident.  lie  was  tiring  anvils,  when  the 
ring  which  connected  them  Inirst,  and  a  tlin- 
der  struck  his  leg,  necessitating  its  amputa- 
tion September  17,  of  the  same  year.  Since 
April  14,  1890,  he  has  been  stamp  clerk  in 
the  postotfice  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and 
has  tilled  that  position  in  a  very  acceptable 
manner  up  to  date. 

Mr.  Sloane  was  married  on  May  20,  1868, 
to  Miss  Clara  Bowen,  daughter  of  Captain 
Bovven  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  They 
have  two  daughters  living:  C<ira.  wife  of 
Fred  Lampman,  residing  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  and  Grace,  wife  ot  M.  M.  Conley, 
of  Minneapolis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conley  have 
two  children:    Pearl  and   Wayne. 

Mr.  Sloane  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
of  the  order  of  Railroad  Conductors,  is  a 
memlier  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  though  somewhat  independent. 

PENJAMIX  E.  EDWARDS,  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen  of  J^aC-rosse, 
Wisconsin,  identified  with  many  of  the 
important  business  enterprises  on  foot  in  this 
city,  is  one  whose  l)iography  will  be  found 
of  interest  to  many. 
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Beiijauiin  E.  Edwanls  was  lim-ii  in  Wal- 
wortli  coiuity,  AViseonsiii.  >Joveinlit'r  12. 1S45, 
SOI)  of  Tliecnli>iv  I>.  and  Aileliiie  I'',  (^[l•- 
Cracken)  Edwanls.  (irandfatlicr  .Juliu.<  Ed- 
wards came  to  Wisccjii>in  at  an  earlv  day,  and 
Theodore  B.  Edwards  came  from  Nurtli- 
ampton,  Massachusi-tts.  to  this  State  in  1S89, 
making  settlement  in  La  ('r()^^e,  in  l^-'ri. 
Tiie  latter  was  an  active  citi/.en  and  a  |iiihlic. 
spirited  man.  He  was  en<xaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  and  tlid  much  toward  building 
n]>  ami  improving  city  projierty.  In  1870  lie 
went  to  Califortna  and  established  his  home 
in  Santa  Clara  county. 

Tiie  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  La 
Crosse,  and  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  city,  subsecpiently  i-n- 
tering  the  preparatury  school  at  I'eloit.  In 
the  summer  of  ISG-i  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Fortieth  Wisconsir,  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  went  to  the  front.  lie,  however,  saw  no 
tjreat  amount  of  hard  tiirhtin".  From  1867 
to  1873,  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business,  and  from  1878  to  1887  gave  his 
attention  to  lumber  interests.  Upon  the 
ort^ainzatiun  of  the  ( 'ity  !~^treet  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  1^82,  he  took  an  active  part  and 
continued  with  it  till  its  consolidation  with 
the  La  Crosee  Street  Railway  Com|jany,  form- 
ing the  ])resent  extensive  plant  known  as  tlie 
La  (yrosse  VAXy  Uailway  Company.  Since 
the  consolidation  of  the  companies,  Mr.  Eil- 
wards  has  served  as  ])rc6ident.  Upon  the 
organization  (jf  the  La  Crosse  Knitting 
Works,  in  1880,  he  i^ave  the  enterprise  his 
ardent  support,  and  todk  an  active  official 
membership  in  its  directory,  serving  as  vice- 
president.  In  1889  lu-  joined  Mr.  W.  II. 
Davis  in  the  purchase  of  the  Wheel  it  Seeder 
Company's  |)hint,  at  Fond  du  l.ac,  ^Vi8consi^, 
and  in  1890  they  organized  the  Wheel  A: 
Seeder  Manufacturing  Company,  and  built 
their    extensive  factory    on    Clinton     street, 


North  La  Ci'osse,  and  removed  the  plant  from 
Fond  du  Lac  here  In  1890,  he  joined  cor- 
dially in  the  snppdi't  and  organization  of  the 
I  liter- State  Fair  Association,  conti'ibnted  lib- 
erally to  it,  and  has  served  as  its  president 
since  that  time.  He  is  also  engaged  to  some 
extent  in  the  real-estate  l.msiness. 

Mr.  Ivlwards  was  mari'ied  in  La  CJrosse,  in 
18^,7.  to  .Miss  Ella  C.  Osborne.  (See  sketch 
of  the  <)sliorne  family.)  'I'liey  have  one  son 
and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Eugene  O.,  Grace, 
a  student  (if  Welle.-ley  College,  Massachu- 
setts; Helen  L.,  who  is  now  in  the  jirepara- 
tory  department  at  Amherst,  Massachusetts; 
and  Aniue  iv..  attentling  the  pulilic  school. 

ilr.  Edwards  is  a  member  of  the  Old  Set- 
tlers" Society  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  is 
associated  with  the  I.  ().  O.  F.  He  and  his 
family  worship  at  the  Congregational  Church. 


y^YVj{(}^AAMi  LUEXING,  dealer  in  dry 
A V/l  ^oods,  furnishing,  etc.,  was  born  in 
Bremen.  (Germany,  Marcli  12,  1851. 
His  father,  William  Luening,  was  a  merchant, 
and  his  ancestors  had  generally  been  mercan- 
tile people  in  Hanover,  Esens,  and  other  cities. 
He  mari-ied  liertha  Kroning,  whose  fore- 
fathers had  generally  been  in  jmblic  office. 
In  1S5;5  he  came  to  America  and  established 
himself  in  business  at  Milwaukee,  and  two 
years  later  brought  his  family  over.  In  1864 
he  moved  to  Sauk  C/ity,  tliis  State,  where  he 
passed  the  i-emaindei' of  his  useful  and  active 
life,  dying  in  187(5,  and  being  buried  with 
the  honors  of  the  (Tcrman  Singing  and  Liter- 
ary Society.  He  left  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Diedriidi  ('.,  principal  of  a 
public  school  in  .Milwaukee;  Louisa,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Edward  Carl  of  Wausau, 
Wisconsin:    William  of  this  sketch,  and  Her- 
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tlia,  wlio  married  John  Kohlsaat,  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Mr.  William  Luening,  our  siihjeet,  com- 
pleted his  school  days  in  the  Milwaukee  high 
scliool;  then,  at  sixteen,  was  apprenticed 
clerk  in  a  wholesale  notion  store;  at  nineteen 
]io  went  out  as  a  "  kiiiglit  of  the  grip-sack" 
(traveling  salesman),  in  which  capacity  he 
enjoyed  great  success.  In  1880  he  retired 
from  the  road  and  joined  the  John  (-rund 
IJrewing  Company,  which  partnership  lasted 
until  1886.  Next  he  joined  Mrs.  C.  F.  Klein, 
in  the  business  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  etc. 
lie  has  served  one  term  of  four  years  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council;  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Germania  Society  three  years. 
Speaker  of  the  Turn-Verein  three  terms,  and 
has  held  other  positions  in  these  societies. 

He  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  to  Miss  Em- 
ma Gund,  daughter  of  John  Gund  (see 
sketch).  She  died  in  188G,  leaving  two  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Irraa,  Guido,  and  William. 
Mr.  Luening  subsequently  married  Miss 
Anna  Kienohs,  a  native  of  Northern  Ger- 
many, and  by  this  marriage  tliere  is  one  son, 
I)}'  name  Eugene. 


PENJAMIN  F.  BRYANT.— The  man 
from  Maine  has  always  been  a  potential 
element  in  the  civilization  and  develo])- 
nient  of  Wisconsin.  The  pine  tree  pointed 
the  way  for  the  pioneers,  but  along  the 
woodman's  trail  came  men  of  all  vocations 
— merchants,  mechanics  and  scholastic  pro- 
fessors of  every  degree.  No  better  blood 
ever  infused  pioneer  life;  no  sturdier  arm 
ever  set  about  the  task  of  subduing  the  wil- 
'derness,  and  no  less  vigorous  mental  activity 
could  have  raised  a  great  commonwealth 
amid  the  unbroken  elements  of  nature  within 
the  limits  of  half  a  century.     Very  much  of 


the  strong,  distinctive  Americanism  which 
Wisconsin  has  n/aiutained  almost  co-equally 
with  the  other  Eastern  States,  against  an  un- 
paralleled tide  of  immigration  from  every 
nation  upon  the  earth,  is  due  to  the  virility 
of  the  pioneer  stock  in  which  the  i'ine  Tree 
State  is  so  strongly  represeutetl. 

The  war,  which  turned  and  overturned 
everything  in  the  United  States  except  the 
fundamental  principles  of  indissoluble  union 
and  universal  liberty,  calleii  a  halt  upon  the 
westward-journeying  star  of  empire  until 
every  star  in  the  national  tirmamtnt,  how- 
ever prone  to  wander,  shall  know  and  admit 
that  its  place  was  fixed  and  everlasting.  The 
lessons  of  the  war  were  not  only  to  those 
who  denied  the  nation;  all  men  understood 
better  that  this  was  our  common  country, 
and  the  migrations,  which  before  had  seemed 
like  leaving  home  for  distant  and  alien  lands, 
took  on  a  changed  aspect  as  the  iron  bound- 
aries of  the  State  were  leveled.  The  associa- 
tions of  the  war  had  also  their  influence. 
The  men  of  Maine  and  Wisconsin  stood  side 
by  side  for  a  common  cause  on  many  fields, 
and  the  friendships  cemented  in  sacrificial 
blood  are  not  easily  broken.  When  the  last 
act  in  the  great  drama  was  accomplished,  and 
half  a  million  soldiers  returned  to  peaceful 
civil  life  almost  in  a  single  day,  thousands 
of  home-seekers  turned  their  faces  toward 
the  star  of  empire  which  again  grandly  took 
its  way  westward.  Every  Eastern  State  had 
its  favorite  Western  State,  aTid  the  men  of 
Maine,  still  influenced  Ity  the  magnetic  pine 
tree  as  well  as  by  tlie  thought  of  friends  who 
had  preceded  them,  resumed  their  joui'iiey 
toward  Wisconsin. 

There  are  occasional  instances  of  one  who 
paused  upon  the  way  to  try  the  light  of  what 
we  now  call  the  Central  States,  hut  which 
thirty  years  ago  seemed  the  far  AVest  to  the 
New  Englander.      When    such    an   one  com- 


BIOGIiAPHICAL    niSTORT. 


pleted  his  journey  to  Wisconsin,  fiiltilling 
liis  destiny  as  a  Maine  man,  lie  was  received 
witli  all  tlie  more  complacency  as  one  who 
came  upon  judgment  and  knowledge,  and 
not  because  others  liad  beaten  the  path.  Such 
an  one  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Benja- 
min F.  liryant,  who  left  Maine  for  Ohio  in 
IsGl,  and  tirst  put  his  foot  upon  Wisconsin 
soil  to  dwell  there  in  ISfiS,  three  years  of 
the  interim  having  been  spent  upon  Southern 
Inittle- fields.  The  Judge,  or  Colonel,  as  he 
is  called  indiscriminately,  is  one  of  the  best 
representatives  of  his  native  State,  Wiscon- 
sin, that  it  has  ever  welcomed;  proud  of  his 
birth-place;  loyal  to  his  alma  mater,  the  ven- 
erable Bowdoin  College;  faichful  in  regard 
for  statesmen  and  scholars  that  Maine  has 
given  the  nation,  yet  fr-jm  the  start,  thor- 
oughly assimilating  all  of  western  life  except 
its  crudeness,  he  was  well  titled  to  do  his 
share  in  tlie  educational  and  social  develop- 
ment of  a  relatively  new  community. 

Benjamin  French  Bryant,  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Lucy  F.  Bryant,  was  born  at  Kock- 
hmd,  Maine,  September  8, 1837.  His  father 
was  a  physician,  born  at  New  Vineyard, 
Franklin  county,  Maine,  in  1803,  himself  the 
son  of  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  who  taught 
all  ills  sons — many  in  numlK'r---the  black- 
sn)ith  trade  before  their  majority.  The  IJry- 
ants  in  New  England  were  from  the  olden 
time  Wfirkers  in  iron.  Colonel  l!r\-ant's 
granilfather,  of  the  maternal  branch,  J_)eacon 
. Joseph  French,  was  a  farmer,  who  went  into 
i\[aine  from  Massachusetts  neai'  the  close  of 
the  last  century,  when  I-'ranklin  county  was 
a  wilderness,  and  settleil  cjii  a  farm  at  South 
Ciiesterville  before  a  tree  had  been  felled 
on  it,  and  cleared  it  himself.  II  is  daughter 
iiUcy  w.'is  born  there  in  ls().").  Tlie  farm  is 
still  owned  and  cidtivated  liy  descendants  of 
the  same  name. 

Both  branches  of  Colonel    liryant's  family 


are  old  in  New  England,  and  settled  in  Mas- 
sachusetts near  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  His  father's  family  are  of  English 
and  Scotch  extraction;  his  mother's  of  Eng- 
lish. His  grandfather  Bryant  an<i  sons  were 
men  c)f  versatile  talents  and  ready  in  speech. 
The  mother's  family  have  been  from  the 
earliest  time  among  the  sturcliest  of  New 
England  peopU'.  usually  farmers,  but  some- 
times hotel  keepers,  mechanics,  merchants 
and  physicians.  Dr.  John  French,  of  Bath, 
New  Hampshire,  was  Colonel  Bryant's  moth- 
er's uncle,  and  Ezra  B.  French,  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  United  States  Treasury,  was 
Dr.  French's  son  and  her  cousin. 

Colonel  Bryant  lived  in  Maine  from  his 
birth  until  after  his  majority,  attending  com- 
mon Schools  only  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old.  He  then  began  to  attend  the 
Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Kent's  Hill,  in 
the  town  of  Readtield,  where  his  father  and 
mother  had  completed  their  education.  He 
there  pursued  his  studies  about  si.x  months 
each  year  for  four  years,  fitting  himself  for 
teaching  and  also  to  enter  college.  As  his 
father  was  too  poor  to  assist  him  in  his 
education,  he  was  comj)eIled  to  provide  the 
means  himself,  and  accordingly  while  at  the 
academy  and  in  college  he  worked  on  the 
farm  each  summer  and  taught  school  win- 
ters, and  in  this  way  ilefrayed  the  expenses 
t)f  school.  He  left  home  when  sixteen  years 
old  to  take  care  of  himself,  ai.d  was  with 
his  jiarents  afterward  oidy  for  brief  periods 
with  long  intervals. 

The  young  inan  had  the  full  measure  of 
American  ambition,  and  upon  the  subject 
of  education  he  said,  "1  will." 

All  things  come  to  such  if  they  are  as 
steadfast  as  courageous;  and  in  1859  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  in  tin;  class  of 
18(;;i.  He  did  not,  however,  eomiik'te  the 
course.      When    his  class    irraduated    he  was 
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taking  a  higlier  course  in  patriotism  with 
the  Army  of  the  Cunihei'land  in  tl;e  Cliick- 
amauga  campaign,  lu  185(!  his  father  liad 
removed  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
son  joined  him  in  1861.  Soon  after  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Kennan  &  Stewart  at 
JMorwalk  in  that  county.  Legal  studies  as 
well  as  all  other  peaceful  vocations  were 
prosecuted  under  difficulties,  witli  the  war 
spirit  growing  into  an  intense  passion 
throughout  the  laud,  and  in  August,  1862, 
Blackstone  et  id  omne  genus  went  hack  upon 
the  shelves  to  bide  their  time,  wiiile  tlie 
young  student  went  to  the  front  as  Sergeant 
iu  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  First 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  participated  in  the  principal 
battles  of  that  section.  After  Stone  River, 
Sergeant  Bryant  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  and  in  March,  1864,  Captain  of 
his  company.  He  was  mustered  out  with 
his  regiment  at  the  close  of  the  war,  June 
20,  1865.  His  nnlitary  record  tells  its  own 
story;  promotion  was  won  on  the  held,  and 
was  the  reward  for  duty  faithfully  and 
courageously  done. 

He  was  not  alone  of  his  family  to  serve 
the  L^nion  cause  in  the  service  of  arms.  His 
father  had  but  three  sons,  all  of  whom  were 
in  the  army.  Colonel  Bryant''s  oldest  brother, 
John  E.  Bryant,  was  Captain  in  the  Eighth 
Regiment  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
entered  the  service  with  his  regiment  in 
1861,  and  served  three  years.  The  young- 
est brother,  Thomas  C.  Bryant,  enlisted  in 
1863  in  the  Third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  and  served  there  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

After  returning  from  his  military  service 
Colonel  Bryant  completed  his  legal  studies 
at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  the  office  where  he  had 
commenced  them  in  1861,  and   was  admitted 


to  tlie  bar  in  April,  1866,  at  the  spring  term 
of  the  District  Court  for  Huron  county,  and 
at  once  began  to  practice  law  there.  He  was 
married  near  the  close  of  the  war,  to  Miss 
Augusta  A.  Stevens,  of  North  Fayette,  Maine. 
She  was  educated  at  Kent's  Hill,  at  the  semi- 
nary which  he  had  attended,  and  also  at  the 
female  college  there.  In  1866  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  residence  at  .Xorwalk, 
Ohio,  and  remained  until  tlie  spring  of 
1868,  when  they  removed  tn  La  Crosse  in 
May,  which  has  been  their  home  to  the 
])resent  day. 

Few  men  have  settled  in  La  Crosse  who 
made  their  presence  felt  more  (quickly  and 
positively  than  Judge  Hryant.  He  had  an 
exceeding  grace  and  suavity  of  manner  that 
sometimes  made  his  Irish  friends  inquire 
what  part  of  the  "ould  sod"  claimed  the 
honor  of  his  birth.  When  occasion  arose  for 
a  public  speech  he  stepped  in  an  instant  into 
popular  favor.  His  language  was  scholarly, 
forcible,  poetical  if  occasion  required,  witli  a 
pungent  savor  of  wit,  and  his  method  was 
at  once  persuasive  and  forcible.  From  the 
start  Colonel  Bryant  was  in  such  demand  by 
the  Republican  party  that  his  law  practice 
would  have  fared  ill  had  not  good  Yankee 
business  sense  set  a  limit  upon  too  impor- 
tunate party  demands.  As  it  was  he  was 
forced  against  his  intention,  and  almost 
against  his  will,  into  public  life.  He  was 
County  Judge  of  La  Crosse  county  for  one 
term  of  four  years — trom  1870  to  187-4.  He 
has  been  elected  to  the  office  of  District  At- 
torney of  that  county  for  three  terms  of  two 
years  each.  In  April,  1875,  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Pension  Agent  at  La 
Crosse,  and  lield  the  office  until  it  was  con- 
solidated, in  July,  1877,  with  the  St.  Paul 
and  Milwaukee  agencies.  Fi-om  October, 
1882,  to  September,  1885,  he  was  Postmas- 
ter at  La  Crosse.      Governor  C.  C.  Washburn 
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and  also  Governor  William  E.  Smith,  of  Wis- 
consin, appointed  him  Aid-de-camp  on  their 
staffs  with  rank  of  Coinncl.  lie  has  also 
Vieen  active  and  ]>roniineiit  in  the  Grand 
Army;  was  a  charter  memher  and  has  been 
Commander  of  Wilson  Cohvell  Post,  G.  A. 
It.,  of  La  Crosse;  has  also  served  as  Senior 
Vice-Commander  and  Department  Com- 
mander of  this  Department.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Wisconsin  Veteran 
Home,  estahlished  in  1887  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Grand  Army  of  that  State,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  i)f  Directors 
and  treasurer  of  that  institution. 

It  is,  perhaps,  well  that  some  more  ex- 
tended allusion  shi.uld  be  made  to  Judge  l>ry- 
ant  in  his  capacity  as  a  public  speaker.  In 
his  practice  he  is  best  known  as  an  advo 
cate,  though  he  never  goes  into  court  with  a 
case  without  knowing  thorougiily  all  the  law 
bearing  upon  it.  If  the  announcement  is 
made  that  Judge  Bryant  is  to  address  the 
jury,  people  make  it  a  point  to  get  around 
and  hear  what  he  has  to  say.  He  likes  very 
well  to  compose  an  address — to  set  his 
tiioughts  clearly  and  logi<'ally  in  array  with 
felicitous  simile  and  apt  quotations;  but  he  sique  not  apparently  robust ;  his  years  at  that 
is  also  one  of  the  few   men  who  can    make  a     sedate   and   most  dignified  seat  of  learning. 


a  short  time  to  prepare,  the  nutline  of  a 
speech  ipiickly  takes  shape  in  his  mind,  both 
as  to  wiiat  he  should  say  and  the  order  of  ar- 
rangenu'tit.  Close  oiiservation  of  current 
affairs  througiiout  the  world,  the  study  of 
ancient  history,  especially  the  history  of  gov- 
ernments, and  an  exceptional  familiarity  with 
the  best  literature,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
have  stored  his  mind  with  ideas  which  are 
always  subject  to  the  call  of  a  retentive 
memory.  That  such  a  man  should  be  iiotli 
an  elegant  and  eloquent  speaker  need  hardly 
be  said.  That  he  is  a  logical  and  accurate 
debater  has  been  proven  in  many  warm 
political  contests  in  AVisconsin.  His  speeches 
on  patriotic  occasions  are  models  for  all 
America.  He  inculcates  a  devotion  to  the 
ideas  underlying  our  form  of  government, 
and  the  flag  that  symbolizes  them,  "that 
touches  the  right  spot,"  as  his  hearers  say, 
and  makes  one  of  his  addresses  a  lesson  in 
patriotism  for  old  and  young.  To  sum  up 
his  broad-gauge  character  in  a  phrase,  it  may 
be  said  that  Colonel  Bryant  is  a  true  cosmo- 
pcilitan.  The  rugged  experiences  of  early 
t'arm    life  put  stores   of   vitality   into  a  phy- 


speech  under  the  inspiratinn  of  the  hour 
that  will,  without  addition  or  emendation, 
read  like  a  polished  essay  when  it  appears 
in  print.  A  notable  instance  of  this  faculty 
is  found  in  his  speech  at  the  annual  encamp- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Milwaukee  in  1SS7,  on  the  Dependent  Pen- 
sion bill,  which  was  taken  down  by  the 
stenographei's  as  s]ioken,an(i  printed  without 


old  Bowdoin,  imjiarted  the  scholastic  air 
which  time  and  later  circumstances  have  not 
changed ;  the  study  and  practice  of  law  has 
eliminateil  haste  or  prejudice  in  judgment; 
the  bitter  experiences  of  war  has  made  patriot- 
ism an  active  principle  worthy  of  entering 
into  all  the  affairs  of  life;  the  filling  of  pub- 
lic otHces  widely  differing  in  character  has 
inijiarted  a  knowledge  not  oidy  of  affairs,  but 


revision,  a  sheech   made  without   prejiai-ation     of   meti,  ami    to   these    latter  (pialities  twenty 
and  called  out  by  the  occasion,  but  that  stands  i  years  of  experience  as   a    ])ublic  speaker  hare 

uited    more   than  words  can  readily  ex- 
To  all  this  sometbitig  equal  to  all  may 


as  one  of  the  abh^st   and    most   eloijueiit  ad-     contr 


dresses  ever  delivered  in  Wise 


Whil 


pre. 


Colonel  Bryant    rarely   sjieaks   without   some  i  be  added:   a  wife   ca])able  of   aiding    as    well 
preparation,  still,  when  called  ujion  with  but  ■  as  ajipreciating.      Mrs.  Bryant    is    so  charm- 


inoGRAPHiOAL  iifsTonr. 


ing  in  society  that  only  those  who  know  her 
well  realize  all  the  graces  of  her  amply  stored 
mind,  her  judgment  of  art  and  literature,  her 
clear  insight  of  character,  and  her  kind  and 
charitable  disposition.  Their  home  is  a  model 
of  quiet  elegance,  and  whoever  enters  feels  at 
once  the  pervading  atmosphere  of  refinement. 
It  is  the  model  American  home  of  a  model 
American  citizen. 

fE.  EENTLEY  is  the  efhcient  cashier  of 
one  of  the  most  popular,  strong  and 
®  nourishing  financial  institutions  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin — the  Batavian  Bank  of 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  with  which  he'  has 
been  connected  since  1866,  first  in  the 
capacity  of  messenger  boy,  and  lastly  as 
cashier,  doing  effective  service  in  each  and 
every  department.  He  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  New  York,  October  22,  1843, 
to  Edwin  S.  and  N.  M.  (Gallup)  Bentley, 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  Xew  York.  The 
parents  came  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  took  up  their  abode  in  La  Crosse,  where 
tlie  father  followed  the  calling  of  a  painter, 
his  trade  being  that  of  a  mechanic.  He  was 
a  very  devout  man  and  was  as  highly  re- 
spected as  he  was  widely  known.  He  was 
converted  to  Christianity  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  soon  after  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church — the  church  of 
his  choice.  He  was  a  tireless  worker  in  the 
vineyard  of  his  Master,  and  as  layman  tilled 
all  the  important  offices  with  great  efficiency, 
and  his  life  was  fully  rounded  out  and  filled 
with  the  deeds  and  benevolences  which  mark 
the  truly  Christian  character.  Li  the  more 
intimate  and  sacred  relationships  of  domestic 
life,  as  husband  and  father,  he  became  all 
tliese  words  imply,  and  in   this   inner  circle. 


where  his  nolde  character  won  love,  venera- 
tion and  filial  reverence  in  overflowing 
measures,  his  death  left  a  void  that  can  never 
be  filled.  He  was  married  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1834,  to  Miss  Nancy  M.  Gallup, 
of  Gallupville,  New  York,  a  village  named 
in  honor  of  her  uncle,  and  she  became  to  him 
a  trne,  faithful  and  loving  helpmate.  She 
was  a  woman  whose  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  charity  gave  her  an  e.xalfed  position  in 
the  affections  of  the  communitv  in  which  she 
lived,  and  she  was  in  every  way  worthy  of 
being  the  life  companion  of  such  a  man  as 
her  husband.  Their  many  deeds  of  Christian 
charity  will  stand  as  living  monuments  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  their  lives  point  a 
moral  which  all  would  do  well  to  heed.  Mr. 
Bentley  died  December  25,  1866,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  si.K  years,  his  widow  surviving  him 
until  May  24,  1884,  when  she  passed  away, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  the  five  children  born 
to  their  union:  Abbie  S.,  Clara  J\L,  Charles 
S.,  E.  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
William  L  E.  E.  Bentley  first  received  a 
public-school  education,  but  later  Hnishe:!  a 
classical  course  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  I'ni- 
versity,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1865,  after 
which  he  followed  the  callinirof  a  Tjedagocrue 
in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  also  in  Wisconsin, 
winning  the  reputation  of  being  a  conscien- 
tious and  able  educator  and  a  fine  disciplina- 
rian. He  was  first  married  in  1869,  to  Miss 
Susan  N.,  daughter  of  Alfred  Shepard,  of 
La  Crosse,  the  only  issue  of  which  marriage 
is  a  daughter,  Susan  M.,  who  is  a  pupil  in 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  will 
graduate  in  the  classical  department  in  the 
class  of  '92.  Mr.  Bentley  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1872,  who 
died  at  the  untimely  age  of  twenty-seven 
j'ears,  having  been  a  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  girlhood. 
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In  1879  Miss  Einiiia  E.  Laiigilon,  dan^liter 
of  Walter  M.  and  Sal  lie  E.  I.atigcKin,  of  La 
('rosse,  Ijt'i'aiiii'  his  sn'i>iiil  wile,  ami  the  I'riiits 
of  this  niiion  arc  the  Idilowini^  ehihlreii: 
Cliarles  E.,  Wayne  aii<l  i'ei-cy  D.  Mr.  ami 
Mrs.  lieiitley  ai'e  iiieiiihers  of  the  Methmlist 
Episeojial  t'iiiireh,  in  whit'li  lie  has  Keen 
tni.-tee  am!  steward.  He  was  a  lay  deleifate 
to  the  General  Conference  of  this  church, 
which  was  held  in  New  York  city  in  1888, 
ami  has  heen  a  nienilier  of  the  Lay  Electoral 
Conference  one  term,  lie  is  presidetit  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  La  Crosse,  an  organization  of 
which  the  city  is  justly  jiroud.  In  18(14, 
while  attendinir  cnlleij;e.  Mr.  lleiitley.  with 
many  other  students,  drojipeil  his  liooks  to 
liec(.)nie  a  votary  of  Mars,  and  eidisted  in  the 
I'nion  service  from  Delaware,  Ohio.  Din-inir 
the  four  months  that  he  was  in  the  service 
he  was  principally  on  <rnard  duty.  The  Ad- 
jutant of  the  regiment  was  W.  IL  Moore, 
and  liichai'd  Reynolds  was  the  Captain  of 
iiis  company.  i\s  will  he  seen,  Mr.  IJentley 
lias  lield  positions  of  preferment  in  social, 
Hioral,  financial  and  educational  orc^aniza- 
tions,  and  as  an  honored  citizen  lun  the  i-e- 
Bpect  and  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances, and  is  held  in  lii;^h  esteem  for 
his  many  excellences  of  cliai-acter. 

f'erhaps  this  is  as  good  a  jihice  as  any  to 
give  a  sketch  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  La  Cro>si\  with  whicli  Mr. 
I'entley  has  heeti  so  jirominently  connecteil. 

TiiK  Yor.vc;  mkn's  enitrsriAN  association. 

Among  all  the  ajjjencies  for  the  i^^oodof  man- 
kind and  the  betterment  of  his  moral,  ])liysical 
and  spiritual  natures,  ))ro1ialily  no  one  has 
proved  more  practical  and  ellicicnt  than  that 
ai-m  of  till-  church  known  as  the  Ycung  Men's 
Christian    Association.      As    the    late    Earl    of 


Shalte 


:sl>ury  said    in   speakiin 


jf   their   Work, 


'they  areof  immense  inij)ortance.   They  arc  not 


only  good  locally,  hut  politically.  The  younir 
men  educated  in  them  will  contrilnite  much 
liy  their  sentiments  and  actions  to  form  piili- 
lic  opini(jn.and  will  con.-titute  what  has  been 
called  hy  liiirke,  'the  cheap  defense  of  na- 
tions.'" All  ovei-  the  world,  where  they  have 
sprung  U|>  hy  the  thon.-ands,  ami  especially 
in  our  own  land,  where  they  have  been  most 
systematically  and  comprehensively  develop- 
ed, they  are  pointed  to  with  confidence  by  all 
classes  as  conservators  of  the  greatest  force 
of  any  nation, — the  power  of  young  manhood. 

While  by  no  means  possessing  a  model 
association  in  every  respect,  owing  to  local 
restrictions,  vet  La  Crosse  may  well  take 
jiriile  in  her  Young  ifen's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. In  1SS3  a  public  meeting  was  called 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  opening  a 
reading  room  for  young  men.  Previous  ex- 
perience, which  had  resulte<l  in  failure,  even 
under  most  favorable  auspices,  decided  against 
any  effort  in  this  direction  that  was  not  an- 
chored to  some  sure  and  tried  principle,  and 
it  was  thought  best  to  organize  as  a  young 
men's  christian  association.  State  Secretary 
Lewis,  of  cherished  memory,  and  Secretary 
Willis,  of  till'  ililwaukee  Association,  aided 
in  the  initiatory  steps. 

The  formal  organization  took  place  April 
30,  1883,  at  the  office  of  II.  B.  Smith,  and 
tlie  following  persons  signed  the  constitution  : 

E.  E.  nentley,  E.  B.  Magill,  L.  I!.  Coleman, 
M.  I].  (Greenwood,  C,  W.  Murtoii,  J.  M. 
Ilolley,  II.  r,.  Smith,  Geo.  McMillan.  S.  F. 
C-'linton.  J.  T.  \'aii  Valkenbei-g.  Alfred  .lames, 
John  -James,  Jos(>ph  James,  E.  R.  Montague, 

F.  W.  Lange,  Robei't  Xoursc,  \.  R.  (4ustaf- 
son,  Gilliert  Shepard,  X.  .\rne>on.  .1.  Hangs- 
berg,    II.     I!.    Smith,  Jr.,    II.    1.    I'.liss,    E.   1). 

Lo is.    Win.  \Y.  Jones.  J.    1!.    Canterbury, 

Henry  A.  Salzcr.  The  lir>t  board  of  direc- 
tors were  as  follows:  President,  Iv  V..  l'>entley; 
Vice-President,   J.  T.  \'an  Valkenbcri,',    Re- 
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cording  Secretary,  J.  M.  Holley;  Treasurer, 
II.  B.  Smith;  Directors,  G.  R.  Montague, 
Geo.  McMillan,  A.  li.  Gnstafson,  Joseph 
James,  Henry  A.  Salzer. 

Great  interest  was  at  once  manit'ested  in  the 
organization,  and  it  at  once  sprang  into  popu- 
lar favor.  Mr.  M.  B.  Williams,  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Elmira,  New  York  Association, 
was  called  to  take  charge  as  general  secretary, 
and,  under  his  skilltul  and  e.xperienced  man- 
agement the  work  was  successfully  developed 
along  all  lines.  In  1886  Mr.  Williams  re- 
signed to  accept  an  offer  to  become  State 
secretary  of  Virginia,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  James  R.  Pratt,  who  continued  to  act  as 
general  secretary  until  1889,  when  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  tendered  him  upon  the 
State  force,  afterwards  succeeding  to  the  po- 
sition of  State  secretary,  upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Lewis.  Mr.  Pratt  was  followed  as  gen- 
eral secretary  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Miller,  who  had 
just  finished  his  studies  at  Appleton.  Mr. 
Miller  remained  in  charge  only  eight  months, 
when  he  was  offered,  and  accepted,  a  pdsition 
in  the  office  of  the  Twenty-third  Street 
Branch,  New  York  city,  and  was  succeeded 
in  April,  1890,  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Hopkins,  the 
present  general  secretary. 

The  first  quarters  occupied  by  the  associa- 
tion were  on  Main  street,  between  Front  and 
Second,  where  the  JVordstern  now  has  its 
office.  The  rooms  were  considered  very  de- 
sirable at  the  time,  but  in  1884  the  associa- 
tion took  advantage  uf  the  erection  of  the 
building  where  the  rooms  are  now  located  at 
Nos.  423-425  Main  street,  to  have  rooms 
especially  arranged  for  them,  an<l  in  October 
of  that  year  occupied  them.  Great  credit 
should  be  given  the  ladies' auxiliary  for  their 
help,  not  only  at  this  time  in  furnishing  the 
rooms  but  for  their  efficient  aid  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  association. 

The  rooms  now  occupied  consist  of  a  read- 


ing room,  pleasantly  furnished  and  su])jilied 
with  all  the  leading  publications  of  the  day; 
a  parlor,  furnished  in  good  taste  with  piano, 
etc.;  recreation  room,  furnislied  with  suitable 
amusements  and  games;  assembly  room,  for 
meetings;  gymnasium,  with  fair  equipment; 
bath-rooms  with  tubs  and  shower  baths;  toilet 
room,  and  secretary's  office. 

The  association  has  a  total  membership 
of  al)ont  325.  including  a  junior  department 
of  fifty  meml)ers  for  boys  between  theaia-s  of 
twelve  and  sixteen. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  work  its  ne- 
cessity of  special  work  on  the  North  Side  was 
recognized,  and  a  branch  was  started  with  Mr. 
George  Tummings,  now  general  secretary,  at 
Chippewa  Falls,  in  charge.  In  1885  this  was 
made  an  independent  railroad  department, 
and  is  now  partially  supported  by  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  and  St  Paul  Railroad 
Company.  They  occupy  a  very  tastefully 
furnished  suite  of  rooms  on  Rose  street,  in- 
cluding all  the  advantages  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  South  Side  rooms.  Mr. 
George  A.  Kidder,  a  former  active  n)ember 
of  the  South  Side  department,  is  now  tlie 
efficient  general  secretary,  and  the  associa- 
tion is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 

The  result  of  tlie  work  in  La  Crosse  can 
only  be  estimated.  Briefly  summarized,  over 
450,000  visits  iiy  young  men  have  been  made 
to  the  rooTns,  60,000  have  attended  its  re- 
ligious meetings,  over  500  known  conversions 
reported,  and  scores  each  year  kept  from 
leading  evil  lives;  hundreds  have  come  here 
strangers  and  aided  by  the  association  have 
found  good  companions,  good  boarding  places 
and  employment;  thousands  of  letters  have 
been  written,  thousands  of  batlis  given,  while 
free  lectures,  medical  talks,  entertainments, 
educational  classes,  gymnasium  instructions, 
etc.,  etc.,  have  all  aided  in  rounding  out  a 
errand  work. 
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The  present  officers  of  tlie  South  Side  As- 
sociation are:  ['resi<]eiit,  E.  E.  Heiitley;  Vice- 
President.  .1.  T.  Van  Valkeiilierir;  lieeordini,' 
Secretary.  •!•  ■!•  Hartley;  Treasnrer,  (ieo.  II. 
Clark;  Directors.  T.  P..  Lawrence,  J.  M. 
IJollej,  C.  F.  Emery,  I.  Cuviiear,  J.  P.  Sal- 
zer,  D.  B.  Stowell.  General  Secretary,  F.  I). 
Hopkins. 

The  officers  of  tlie  North  Side  Association 
are:  E.  G.  Boynton,  President;  W.  E.  Kif- 
tredge.  Vice-President ;  K.  P.  Howard,  Re- 
cording Secretary;  T.  0.  Dodds,  Treasurer; 
Directors,  D.  E.  Bice,  A.  R.  Van  Mocker,  1. 
Ranuni.  S.  A.  Brown,  C.  C.  Preseott,  G.  H. 
Taylor.  F.  C.  Green,  II.  P.  Magill.  A.  S. 
Satlier.  E.  B.  Nelson. 


fHARLES  LINSE,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  .agriculturists  of  La  Crosse 
.  county,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1835. 
His  parents,  William  and  Ida  (Kuelin)  Linse, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  and 
settled  in  Jeiferson  ccunty,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  remained  one  year;  thence  they  removed 
to  Columliia  cnuiity.  near  Portage,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  liveii  tliere  until  1853.  coming  in 
tliat  year  to  La  Cmsse  county.  Mr.  Linse 
pre-empted  (Tovernment  land,  improved  it 
one  year,  and  tlu>n  sold  out  his  claim;  he 
ne.xt  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres,  on  which 
he  and  his  wife  lived  until  1864.  In  that 
year  they  gave  up  housekeeping  and  went  to 
live  with  their  ciiildren.  William  Linse  died 
in  1^73.  at  tlie  age  of  seventy  years;  his  wife 
died  in  i87!t,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  They 
reared  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom 
Charles  is  tiie  o!<lest;  Emielie  nuirrii'd  Au- 
gust Lauderlach,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren: Herman  mai-ried  Fredericka  Brei\/.e. 
and  they  arc  the  parents  of  eijiht  cldhlren; 
.Matilda    is    the   wife  of    Adolph    I'fiint.   and 


they  have  eight  chihlren;  L'retlerick  married 
Caroline  Danz.  and  ihey  have  nine  children. 

Charles  Linse  purchased  his  father's  prop- 
erty in  1864.  and  the  same  year  w.■^^  married 
to  Miss  .lulia  Tausche,  a  native  of  Austria, 
born  in  1842.  Her  parents  crossed  the  sea 
to  America  in  1855,  but  lioth  are  now  de- 
ceased. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linse  were  born 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
])resent  time:  Charles  married  Miss  Harriet 
Reinhart.  and  lesides  in  Chip[iewa  Falls,  to- 
gether with  Ills  brother  William;  Valentine, 
Joseph,  Anna  and  Ida  are  all  at  home.  The 
mother  of  these  children  dieil  in  IS"'.',  and 
three  of  the  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Linse  was  married  a  second  tinu>  in  1^84.  to 
Miss  Marcrueritte  Pfunt,  and  of  this  union 
three  children  were  born:  Adolph.  Julia  and 
Matilda. 

Mr.  Linse  owns  a  good  farm  of  400  acres 
of  finely  improved  land  in  Mormon  valley, 
well  fitted  for  carrying  on  the  dairy  business. 
He  runs  a  dairy  of  about  fifty  cows,  making 
it  his  business  to  produce  the  finest  quality 
of  butter,  for  which  he  receives  the  top  mar- 
ket pi'iees,  iHith  in  La  Crosse  and  St.  Paul. 
In  connection  with  his  dairy  he  is  also  en- 
ga;ied  heavily  in  raising  hogs,  selling  about 
100  hea<l  annually. 

At  various  times  Mr.  Linse  has  held  nearly 
all  the  ofHces  of  his  townrhiji.  and  in  1SS4- 
"85  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 
He  is  president  of  the  Farmcr>"  La  (Crosse 
County  Mutual  Fire  In-ui-aiiee  Comj.any, 
which  covers  lu'arly  all  the  farm  i)uildings  in 
La  Crosse  county  and  foni-  townships  of  Ver- 
non county.  It  was  organized  in  1875.  and 
"Mr.  Linse  hii>  held  his  piTsent  ■dHce  s.'nce  its 
iiu:eption.  Like  all  good  citizens  he  is  in- 
terested in  the  political  welfare  of  the  county 
and  State  an<i  Union.  an<L  believing  the  yvm- 
ciples  of  tlie  Uep\iblii-an  jiarty  besi  suited  to 
the  demands  of  the   nation,   he    has  cast    liis 
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suffrage  with  that  body.  He  and  his  wife 
are  devout  inetnbers  of  tiie  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Cluirch. 

^ON.  FREDERICK  ALLEN  COPE- 
fMl|  LAND,  a  proirjinent  citizen  of  La 
"^4  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  July  14, 
1846,  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  whither  his 
jiarents,  Allen  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Kittridge) 
Copeland,  removed  about  1840  from  Lowell, 
Massachusetts.  In  both  lines  of  descent  he 
belongs  to  stock  of  New  England  origin. 
His  father  was  a  merchant  at  Lowell  and 
conducted  a  similar  business  at  Ypsilanti  for 
ten  years,  removing  thence  to  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan,  and  in  1853  to  a  farm  near  Paw 
Paw,  Michigan.  In  1860  he  went  to  P)araboo, 
Wisconsin,  whei'e  he  remained  until  1869, 
the  date  of  his  removal  to  Winona,  Minne- 
sota. In  1872  lie  removed  to  Weaver,  Minne- 
sota, and  while  a  resident  of  that  place  he 
revisited  his  old  home  in  Massachusetts. 
I'efore  the  end  of  his  visit  he  died  at  Mans- 
tield  in  November,  1882;  his  wite  still  sur- 
vives. Six  of  their  eleven  children  are  living: 
Edward  A.,  George  N.,  Frederick  A.,  Lucius 
D.,  Harriett  A.  and  Willis  E.  Harriett 
married  Hon.  A.  S.  Ratchelor,  of  Littleton, 
New  Hampshire,  a  prominent  Democrat  and 
at  present  State  Historian. 

At  the  tender  age  of  fifteen  years  Mr. 
(lopeland  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. He  enrolled  December  3,  1861,  at 
Earal)00,  AYisconsin,  and  was  mustered  in 
during  the  same  month  with  Company  F^ 
Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Cavalry.  In 
the  spring  following  the  regiment  went  to 
the  front,  leaving  the  State  March  26,  1862, 
stopping  at  St.  Louis  for  partial  equipments^ 
and  went  thence  to  Kansas,  arriving  at    Fort 


Leavenworth,  where  horses  were  aiided  to 
tlieir  uuttit. 

Up  to  that  time  Mr.  Copeland  had  acted 
as  clerk  for  his  Captain,  David  S.  Vittum, 
who  had  taken  agreat  intei'est  in  him.  After 
the  regiment  was  fully  e(ini|)|H'i|,  the  Second 
Battalion,  under  command  of  Major  B.  S. 
Ilenning,  was  ordered  tn  Fort  Scott.  Kansa. 
In  the  meantime  Captain  Yittum  wf.s  put  on 
detached  service  at  Fort  LeavL-nworth.  Mr. 
Copeland  had  his  choice  to  remain  with  Cap- 
tain Yittum  or  go  Soutli  with  the  company 
in  the  same  capacity  with  Lieuteiumt  Plows, 
who  was  in  command.  Being  of  an  adven- 
turesome disposition  he  chose  the  latter,  but 
soon  found  that  he  was  not  with  his  good 
friend,  the  Captain,  but  a  would-be  tyrant, 
and  rather  than  be  treated  as  a  servant  he 
concluded  to  take  his  chances  with  the  boys, 
returning  to  the  ranks. 

Fort  Scott  was  the  border  of  the  frontier, 
and  the  last  defense.  The  command  there 
engaged  in  all  sorts  of  frontier  service,  ehietly 
scattering  guerrillas.  Mr.  Copeland  was  in- 
croduced  to  one  of  the  worst  features  of  war 
at  Montevallo,  Missouri,  with  the  command 
of  Colonel  Coilee.  He  next  had  a  similar 
experience  in  the  unequal  tight  at  Prairie 
Grove,  Arkansas,  December  7,  1862.  where 
the  Rebels,  under  General  Hind  man,  were 
whipped  by  a  Union  force  one-third  as  great 
through  the  prowess  of  Wisconsin  scddiers. 
The  next  move  of  the  Thirtl  was  to  Yan 
Buren,  Arkansas,  and  thence  to  Foi'syth, 
Missouri,  encountering  before  reaching  Yan 
Buren  a  force  of  Texas  Rangers,  whom  they 
scattered  while  taking  their  bi-eakfast.  Mr. 
Copeland  lost  his  horse,  and  had  to  substitute 
an  old  mule,  which  he  bought  for  ten  dollars. 
Thus  mounted  lie  started  with  his  command, 
and  had  the  distinction  of  always  bringing 
the  rear  at  night,  and  received  the  title  of 
lialaam.     At  Yan  Buren  they  burned  several 
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steamers  belonging  to  the  Rebels  going  up 
to  Arkansas  with  supplies.  They  went  from 
there  to  Forsyth,  and  thence  to  Salem.  Mis- 
souri, sending  impediments  by  way  of  Spring- 
field. In  tlie  spring  of  1S63  they  went  to 
Fort  Scott,  and  Companies  A.  C,  D  and  E 
remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1865, 
guarding  the  outposts  of  the  frontier  and 
scouting  between  Missouri,  Kansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory.  Soon  after  arriving  at  Fort 
Scott  Mr.  Copelaiid  was  detailed  as  Chief 
Clerk  at  General  C.  W.  Blair's  headquarters. 
.January  4,  IStU,  he  veteranized  and  took 
veteran  fnrlougli.  In  the  fall  he  was  relieved 
of  detached  duty  to  become  Commissary  Ser- 
geant of  his  company,  which  he  joined  at 
Camp  Insley,  seventeen  miles  east  of  Fort 
Scott  in  Missoui'i.  At  the  reorganization  of 
the  regiment  in  the  spring  of  1865,  Com- 
pany A  was  made  Company  K,  and  Mr. 
Copeland  was  commissioned  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, to  date  from  April.  In  June  follow- 
ing Companies  F  and  K  were  sent  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  and  on  arrival  there  were  or- 
dered to  Marysville,  Kansas,  and  remained 
there  protecting  an<l  escorting  Government 
trains.  Mr.  ('opeland  was  made  Qnarter- 
master  of  the  battalion.  In  October  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  .Madison,  and  the  sol- 
diers were  mustered  out  October  23.  1865. 

Four  sons  of  Allen  .V.  Copeland  ]ii-oved 
their  right  to  tiieir  iidieritance  liy  lighting  in 
the  war  of  tiie  rebellion:  W.  II.  Copeland 
enlisted  in  June,  1861,  in  ('ompany  \.  Sixth 
"Wisconsin  Vohmteer  Infantry,  and  fought 
with  the  Iron  Brigade  until  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  where  he  received  a  fatal  wound, 
dying  in  the  afternoon  of  September  17,  and 
was  buried  on  tlie  tiehl;  Edward  A.  was  with 
Kit  Carson  in  the  Third  New  Mexico  Cav- 
alr}',  and  (Tcorge  X.  was  with  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee. 

After  iiis    return   home,  Mr.  Copeland  ob- 


tained a  position  in  a  dry-goods  store,  and 
passed  three  years  as  a  clerk  at  Baraboo.  He 
started  for  ATinona,  Minnesota,  stopped  at 
La  Crosse,  and  here  chanced  to  meet  Captain 
I.  II.  Moulton.  who  had  just  been  appointed 
agent  of  the  Chicasjo,  Milwaukee  it  St.  Paul 
Railroad,  to  whom  he  applied  in  vain  for  a 
position;  but  a  week  after  his  arrival  in 
Winona  he  received  a  telegram  summoning 
him  to  La  Crosse  to  the  em]>]oy  (if  the  rail- 
way company.  His  head  fell  in  the  autumn 
of  181)0,  when  the  force  was  reduced,  as  he 
was  one  of  the  youngest  employes.  But 
(.'aptain  Moulton  had  become  interested  in 
him,  and  obtained  for  him  a  ])osition  with 
the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway,  where  he 
was  occupied  until  the  spring  of  1871.  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Hart  &  Norton, 
dealers  in  agricultural  implements. 

In  December,  1871,  he  was  selected  out 
of  tifteen  applicants  as  bookkeeper  of  the  l^a 
Crosse  Lumber  Company,  of  which  Governor 
C.  C.  Washburne  was  president.  In  1875 
Governor  Washburne  purchased  tlie  interests 
of  the  other  stockholilers,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1880  directed  Mr.  Copeland  to  go  to  the 
woods  and  take  charge  of  putting  in  a  large 
tract  of  timber.  Never  having  done  anytiiing 
of  the  kind,  Mr.  Copeland  ask  for  instruction, 
and  what  he  should  do  when  he  arrived  on 
the  spot.  The  Governor's  reply  was:  ••  You 
go  up  and  tind  out  for  yourself,  and  if  you 
do  not  tind  any  thing  to  do,  I  shall  lia\-c  no 
further  use  for  your  services;"  and  it  turned 
out  to  be  the  most  valuable  incident  of  his 
whole  life.  In  the  following  spring  he  re- 
ported to  the  Governor  the  exact  price  per 
thousand  it  cost  for  labor,  to  feed  the  men, 
and  to  feed  the  teams.  This  so  pleased  the 
Governor  that  he  placed  Mr.  Copeland  in 
charge  of  his  lumber  interests  at  La  Crosse. 

.Vfter  the  death  of  Governor  Wasliburne 
in    1882,    he    received    instruction    from   the 
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executors  of  tlifi  estate  to  continue  in  full 
charge  of  all  the  late  owner's  Inmliering  in- 
terests. By  the  terms  of  the  will  the  estate 
was  to  be  settled  m  live  jears,  and  during  the 
interim  the  interests  under  Mr.  Copelaiid's 
contract  made  a  net  showing  of  §300,000 
above  appraised  valuation.  In  April,  1887, 
the  executors  submitted  to  Mr.  Cojieland  a 
proposition  to  purchase  the  mill  property, 
which  he  finally  accepted  with  much  reluc- 
tance, and  was  successful.  The  capacity  of 
his  mill  is  200,000  feet  of  lumber,  125,000 
shingles  and  40,000  laths.  The  mill  coi:tain8 
one  circular  and  one  band  mill  and  one  im- 
proved AVick  gauge.  In  1892  he  controls 
about  125,000,000  feet  of  pine  stumpage. 

Mr.  Copeland  was  named  in  the  will  of 
Governor  Washburne  as  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  public  library  founded  by  him,  and 
to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Copeland  are  largely  due 
the  completion  of  the  library  building,  its 
attractive  style  of  arcliitecture  and  its  ar- 
rangements. 

Early  in  1887  he  organized  a  stock  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  an  Edison 
incandescent  electric-light  plant,  and  he  was 
made  president.  Under  his  management  the 
plant  has  increased  from  2,000  lamps  in  1887 
to  over  8,000  in  1892.  He  is  also  a  director 
in  the  Batavian  Bank,  the  Exchange  State 
Bank,  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Company, 
the  La  Crosse  Gas  Light  Company  and  La 
Crosse  Theater  Company.  He  has  in  every 
possible  manner  fostered  the  public  enter- 
prises of  La  Crosse,  and,  with  other  citizens 
equally  interested,  he  has  aided  in  securing 
for  the  city  one  of  the  finest  opera-houses  in 
Wisconsin. 

He  has  also  made  a  record  in  the  Wiscon- 
sin Natmnal  Guard;  he  has  an  executive 
ability  which  is  exercised  in  all  his  relations, 
and  in  connection  with  the  militia  of  which 
the   Badger  State  boasts  he  has  sustained   his 


reputation.  In  1878,  when  the  La  Crosse 
Light  Guards  were  oi-gani/.ed,  he  was  maile 
Third  Sergeant,  and  August  22,  1879,  was 
elected  Second  Lieutenant  by  unanimous 
choice,  and  was  commissioned  by  the  (iov- 
erno)-.  June  17,  1881,  he  was  promoted  to 
a  Captaincy,  and  in  June,  1884,  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Light  Guards  ceased  through 
his  appointment  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Rusk,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  As;-istant  Inspectoi-  Gen- 
eral of  the  W.  N.  G.  On  tlie  expiration  of 
the  term  of  that  official,  in  1889,  he  tendered 
his  resignation. 

He  is  a  Mason,  belongs  to  the  Kepublican 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
of  the  Loyal  Legion.  In  the  spring  of  1891 
his  friends,  much  against  his  will,  induced 
him  to  make  the  run  for  Mayor  of  La  Crosse. 
His  party  being  considerably  in  the  minority, 
the  outlook  was  not  very  encouraging,  but  he 
managed  to  win  the  race,  he  being  the  only 
Kepublican  elected  on  the  city  ticket. 

Mr.  Copeland  was  married  in  1874  to  Cora, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Theodore  and  Marie  A. 
Rodolf.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Marie  Louisa,  August  7,  1875,  and 
Irene,  March  15,  1877. 


fOSEPH  POEHLING  was  born  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  September  23,  1859, 
son  of  Herman  and  Annie  Poehling, 
natives  of  the  province  of  AVestfoelen,  Ger- 
many. His  father,  a  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright, came  to  America  when  a  young  man 
and  settled  in  Rock  Island,  where  he  spent  a 
few  years  and  wiiere  he  was  married.  He 
came  to  La  Crosse  about  1852  and  made  his 
home  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1863.  He  left  a  widow,  four  sous  and  one 
dauKhter.     The  latter.  Loui,-a,  mairied   Cas- 
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par  Crockelhauer,  and  died  without  issue. 
The  Sous,  Ilerinan,  Joseph.  John  and  Henry, 
are  all  i-esidents  of  La  Ci'osse. 

The  sulijeet  of  our  sketch  ^-rew  to  nian- 
liooij  in  the  city  of  his  nativity,  obtained  a 
fair  sch()olin^',  ami  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
began  to  learn  the  tinner's  trade  in  the  shop 
of  Vincent  Tausclie,  witli  whom  lie  has  since 
continued,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  with  l)ittman  it  Jorsted.  He  was 
married  in  La  Crosse  to  Miss  Annie  Steelier, 
a  native  of  Milwaukee  and  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Steelier,  a  merchant  tailor.  Tiiey 
have  two  sons  and  one  daughter  living:  An- 
nie Louisa,  Edward  Williani  and  liubert 
William,  and  an  inhmt  son  deceased.  Mr. 
Poehling  and  his  wife  are  both  regular  com- 
municants of  the  St.  Joseph  congregation, 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  is  a  m  'inber 
of  St    r>oniface  Aid  Society. 

As  an  honorable  and  upright  man  Mr. 
I'ciehling  has  the  i-espect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  Supervisor  of  the 
First  Ward  of   La  Crosse. 

1^*,TILLIAM  EDWIN  DAVIS,  County 
Iwvil  ^'"''-''''^  of  La  ('rosse  county,  was  born 

r^^i  in  Caidigaiii-hire, Wales,  June  2, 1849. 
and  was  rcareil  in  Covington,  Kentucky,  his 
parents  being  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Jenkins) 
JJavis.  His  father  was  a  pattern-maker  by 
occupation.  On  lioth  sides  the  ancestors  of 
Mr.  Davis  were  characterized  by  well  devel- 
oped physical  fi-ames.  In  1850  the  parents 
emigrated  to  this  country,  landing  at  New 
York  and  settling  at  Covington,  Kentucky, 
where  they  hail  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
After  the  war  they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling where  they  tiow  reside,  in  La  Crosse 
county. 

Mr.  Davis,   the    subject 


if   tills   sketch,  in 


his  youth  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  running  from 
Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  and  in  ISPifi  came 
to  Wisconsin,  first  locating  in  Farmington 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  but  followed 
steamboating  on  the  Mississippi,  during  the 
season  of  navigation,  until  1886.  He  has 
served  as  Treasurer  of  his  township  and  Di- 
rector of  the  school  board,  and  was  finally 
elected  to  his  present  position,  already  named. 
He  was  married  in  La  Crosse,  to  Katie 
Barclay,  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Jenette  Barclay,  and  they 
have  two  sons, — Thomas  an<l  Jolin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis  worship  at  the  Presbyterian 
church. 


f.VCOB  HUBERT  GRATES,  jiroprietor 
of  the  Park  Saloon  and  Summer  Garden, 
was  born  August  1,  1848,  at  Ileinsberg, 
Province  of  the  Rhine,  Prussia,  the  son  of 
John  Hubert  and  Elizabeth  (Fabre)  Grates. 
His  father,  a  baker  by  trade,  came  in  18(54  to 
America,  locating  at  Cashka,  Minnesota,  and 
aftcrwaril  at  Long  Prairie,  same  State,  where 
he  died  in  1874  or  '75,  ami  was  buried  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery.  His  wife  died  in  1878, 
in  Wyckolf,  Minnesota,  and  is  buried  beside 
her  husliand.  They  were  both  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  Catholic  Church.  Bytheir 
death  they  left  three  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Leonard,  a  mason,  contractor  and  builder  of 
Cashka;  Ilubertina,  wife  of  John  Ilofer.  a 
fruit-raiser  of  Anaheim,  California;  Jacob 
Hubert,  the  siiliject  of  this  sketch;  Conrad, a 
resident  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota;  Helena,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Fitzthum,  a  saddler  and  har- 
ness-maker of  Anstin,  Minnesota;  and  Mary, 
the  wifeof  John  Eickstadt,  of  Grand  Meadow, 
Minnesota. 

Mr.  (Ji-ates,  our   subject,  followed   farming 
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at  Long  Prairie  until  1884,  when  lie  came  to  |  a;id  died  Jaimarv  13,  1882;  Alexander  mar- 
La  Crosse,  and  at  length  engaged  in  the  ried  Miss  Saunders, of  River  Falls,  Wisconsin; 
saloon  business,  in  which  he  is  doino;  well.  Joseph,  Jr., married  MissStevens,ofLaCrosse; 
Pie  built  the  store    which    he   now   occupies,     Siinuel    Wilson;    Catherine  Jane,    died   No- 

and  lias  since  added  to  and  improved  it.    -LL^ ^ —  Francis  died  July  10,  1857; 

is  serving  his  first  term  as,  v.VQMAN  ANL  FASHION.  ^  Henry;  Zuida"  Elizabeth 
representing   the    Eleventh     ^j.^.^.^^ go^eDre^-An  Autuimi  Brid- pete,  an.l  died  .\pril 'J,  1884; 


member  of  St.  Boniface  Soci 
and  also  of  the  Concordia  S 
himself  and  wife  are  mem  be 
Church. 
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A    bodice   suitable   for    reception    or 
Lome  wear  is  bnilt  of  fisured  cream  col- 
ored  cballie   combine   witb    turquoise 
He  was  married   in    1878,1  blue  iudia  silk.    Tbe   lower  portion  ot 


Miss  Anna  Hofer,  a  native 
county,  and  a  daught  er  of  J( 
Hofer,  lately  deceased,  of  O 
have  one  son  and  three  dau 
Joseph,  Mary,  Cecelia  and  Eii 


fOSEPH  MORAX,  West 
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Ireland,    May  8.   1821.     Hi 
ander  and  Mary  (Thompson) 
also  of  Ireland,  are  both  deceaf 
Mr.  Moran  came  to    ISTew  "i 
and  there   followed    the   nierca 
for  seventeen    years.      In    185 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  where 
years.     In    1858    he    bought  a 
acres  in  the  town  of  Barre,  wher 
resided.     Mr.  Moran  has  been  i 
farmer  and  has  been  repeatedly 
the  various  offices  of  his   town 
them    in    a    most    satisfactory 
politics  lie  is  a  Whig  Democrai 
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loran,  with  all  their  cliil- 
members  of  the  Episcupal 
lassed  aiiiono'  the  best  citi- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moran  are 
J  hearty,"  after  their  many 
ife,  and  bid  fair  to  enjoy 
lab;»rs  foi'   many  years   to 
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tbe  waist  and  the  sleeves  are  of  the 
heavier  fabric,  elaborately  trimmed 
with  narrow  frillings  of  tbe  silk.    _ 

The  yoke  of  blue  silk  is  finely  shirred 
ind    has  a  collar  band  of    tbe  same  ma- |  i       ■*      i       i     ^ 

teriaL    ^mall  fluted  epaulets  finish  the  iller,    by  whom    she  had 

He  was  married  in  1844  to  ]\ttop  of  the  sleeves,  while  a  o6intvireof|  gQ„g     j^,jj    t^^Q    daugli- 
Kegan,  a  native  of  Ireland.      Tl|bl-ck  satin  ribbon  encircles  the  waist.      ,  ^^^^   ^^^^^^    ^^^^^_^.^_j   ^^.^^ 

,  .,  ,  ,,  1  Boston  iraveier.  i  .  ,        .      ,, 

ten  children.     Marv  married  Peter  ooanini',  '  -rrrrmr  ounuiuann,  and   now   resides  m  Kan- 
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La  Crosse  county,  and  in 
jresent  place  of  260  acres 
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at  Loner  Prtiirie  until  1884,  when  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  and  at  length  euijaijed  in  the 
saloon  business,  in  which  he  is  doino;  well. 
lie  bnilt  the  store  which  lie  now  occupies, 
and  has  since  added  to  and  improved  it.  lie 
is  serving  his  first  term  as  Supervisor,  now 
representing  the  Eleventh  Ward.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Boniface  Society  (benevolent), 
and  also  of  the  Concordia  Society,  and  both 
himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

He  was  married  in  1878.  at  La  Crosse,  to 
Miss  Anna  Hofer,  a  native  of  La  Crosse 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Clara 
Hofer,  lately  deceased,  of  Onalaska.  Tiiey 
have  one  son  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Joseph,  Mary,  Cecelia  and  Emma. 


fOSEPH  MORAN,  West  Salem,  Wiscon- 
sin.—  Among  tlie  many  prominent  agri- 
culturists now  residing  in  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  stands  the  name  of  Joseph 
Moran,  who  was  born  in  County  Donegal, 
Ireland,  May  8.  1821.  His  parents,  Alex- 
ander and  Mary  (Thompson)  Moran,  natives 
also  of  Ireland,  are  both  deceased. 

Mr.  Moran  came  to  New  York  in  1839, 
and  there  followed  the  mercantile  business 
for  seventeen  years.  In  1856  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  two 
years.  In  1858  he  bought  a  farm  of  160 
acres  in  the  town  of  Barre,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Mr.  Moran  has  been  an  industrious 
farmer  and  has  been  repeatedly  honored  with 
the  various  otiices  of  his  town  and  has  tilled 
them  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Whig  Democrat,  and  believes 
in  free  trade. 

He  was  married  in  1844  to  Miss  Catherine 
Kegan,  a  native  of  Ireland.  They  have  had 
ten  children.     Mary  married  Peter  Sparling, 


and  died  January  13,  1S82;  Alexander  mar- 
ried Miss  Saunders, of  liiver  Falls,  Wisconsin; 
Joseph,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Stevens,  of  La  Crosse; 
Simuel  Wilson;  ('atherine  Jane,  died  No- 
vember 4,  1889;  Francis  died  July  10,  1857; 
William;  James  Heury;  Zaida  Elizal)eth 
married  Frank  Leete.  an<l  didl  April  9,  18S4; 
and  Charles  Boyd . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moran,  with  all  their  chil- 
dren, are  zealous  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  classed  among  the  best  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moran  are 
still  l)oth  "  hale  and  hearty,"  after  their  many 
years  of  pioneer  life,  and  l)id  fair  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  lab;)rs  for  many  years  to 
come. 


tENRY  ESMILLER,  farmer,  Barre  Mills, 
Wisconsin. — It  is  doubtless  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  industrious  and  persevering 
manner  with  which  Mr.  Esmiller  has  adhered 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising  that  he  has  risen  to  such  a  substantial 
position  in  farm  affairs  in  this  county.  His 
parents,  Fred  and  Mary  (Linderkainp)  Es- 
miller, were  natives  of  (Termany,  and  there 
the  father  tilled  the  soil  all  his  life.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  this  union,  only  our 
subject  and  one  sister  came  to  this  country. 
The  parents  died  in  their  native  country.  In 
1866  Heury  Esmiller  crossed  Uie  ocean  to 
America  and  first  worked  in  a  sawmill  in 
Chippewa  county,  Wisconsin.  Later  he 
worked  on  farms  in  La  Crosse  county,  and  in 
1873  he  bought  his  present  place  of  260  acres 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  He  was 
married  in  1873  to  Mrs.  Mary  Miller, 
widow  of  Fred  Miller,  by  whom  she  had 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Fred,  one  of  the  suns,  married  Miss 
I  Anne   Sandmann,  and   now  resides  in  Kan- 
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sas;  Deiili-ich  married  Miss  Sophia  Ivut- 
teliiiaiiii.  and  imw  resides  in  I, a  C'lMsse 
county;  Soj)liia  became  tlie  wife  of  Fred 
Kiittelm.iiin.  and  resides  in  La  ('rog>t' count v  ; 
Henry  married  Sopliia  Sandinann.  and  makes 
liis  liome  in  Kansas;  Dorette  iieeame  tiie  wife 
of  (ieurire  Sprain,  and  resides  in  B(.istwick 
valley;  and  William,  at  iiome.  Mr.  Esmiller 
arrived  in  La  Crosse  in  the  winter  of  ISIU], 
with  only  ij^S  capital,  but  by  his  energy  and 
push  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  compe- 
tency for  his  declining  years.  He  belongs  to 
the  Freetliinkers"  Society  of  IJostwick  Val- 
ley, lie  has  held  a  number  of  local  positions 
in  the  townsliip,  Supervisor  for  five  years  and 
assessor  nearly  as  long,  and  filled  those  ofMces 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  his  constituents. 
He  may  well  be  classed  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  tl'e  town,  for  he  shares  the  resjjcct 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men.  lie  is 
independent  in  politics,  supporting  the  men 
and  !neasures  he  considers  best  for  his  town 
and  State.  Un  his  large,  well  improved  farm, 
he  has  a  commodious  two-story  brick  resi- 
dence, large  basement  barns  and  other  con- 
venient out-buildings.  He  raises  good  ci'ops 
and  in  connection  with  his  fanning  interest 
is  engaged  in  stock-raising.  He  keeps 
graded    cattle,   eight    horses,   etc. 


I^^TIIiLLNC;  W.  1;K()\V.\.  editor  and 
■^^t  j)roprietor  of  the  West  Salem  Jnnriuil. 
^2P  and  Js'otary  Public,  was  born  in  La 
Oosse  county,  July  12,  lS5t),  His  parents, 
John  and  Elizalteth  (I'rown)  lirowu,  were 
born,  reared  and  mai-|-icd  in  Scotland.  In 
IS.'ji;  they  emigrated  to  America,  and  after 
their  arrival  in  tlH>  I'nited  States  loc.-itrd  in 
La  ('rosse  county,  Wi^c<lnsin.  The  father 
had  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pur.^uits  in 
Scotlanil.      He  jiurchased  a  farm  cjf  IfiO  acres 


in  La  Crosse  valley.  In  Ls75  he  removed  to 
AVest  Salem,  retiring  from  active  labor.  His 
death  occurred  August  10,  18Sl,aged  seventy 
years.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Brown 
still  survives,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years. 

Stirling  W.  IJrowii  is  one  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  si.x  of  whom  are  livinir. 
Thomas  S.,  the  oldest  son,  went  to  California 
in  \>i'b'6  and  was  engaged  in  mining  there 
until  the  lieginning  of  the  civil  war,  when  he 
enlisttr-d  in  the  Union  ranks  and  served  fonr 
years;  John  A.  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  did  valiant 
service  lor  a  period  of  four  years;  he  is  now 
a  resident  of  Cottonwood  county,  Minnesota, 
and  was  elected  Auditor  in  1890.  Our  sub- 
ject was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
La  Crosse  county,  and  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  a  pei'iod  of  seven  terms,  gaining  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  educator.  In  188-1, 
during  tiie  Blaine  campaign,  he  was  employed 
on  the  liepuhllcan  Leader  of  La  Crosse,  and 
worked  on  this  paper  until  December,  1888, 
when  lie  purchased  the  West  '6-d\^\\\  J oiirnal . 
This  paper  was  founded  in  1880,  and  has 
flourished  since  its  inception.  It  is  a  read- 
able sheet,  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  countv,  and  is  well  patronized. 

Mr.  Brown  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
I'eace  in  lNyi,  the  term  of  otHce  Ijeing  two 
years.  He  is  librarian  of  the  Hamilton 
Library  Association,  and  has  given  most  cor- 
dial support  to  this  organizatit)n.  In  his 
printing-ollice  he  does  all  kinds  of  job  work 
in  the  most  approved  style,  being  tlKJrouglily 
equipped  for  first-class  work. 

He  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Julia 
Larson,  who  died  October  13.  1891.  One 
son  was  born  of  this  union,  Sej)tember  16, 
1891,  named  Julian.      Mr.  Brown    is  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  atiiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  casting;  his  first 
vote  in  1880,  for  James  A.  Garfield. 


fOHN  A.  MILLEii,  a  progressive  and 
liiglily  respected  citizen  of  La  Crosse,  is 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  German 
ancestors  who  were  well  versed  in  the  ai't  of 
bnilding.  His  parents,  Caspar  and  Susanna 
(Ginsbach)  Miller,  were  natives  of  Germany, 
their  name  being  originally  Mueller.  The 
father  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  was 
educated  for  this  occupation  in  the  polytech- 
nic schools  of  his  native  country.  In  1853 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  spent  the  first 
year  of  his  residence  in  this  country  in  Xew 
Orleans.  He  then  came  to  Dubnque,  Iowa, 
and  the  year  following  was  married.  In 
1856  lie  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  was  a  well- 
known  figure  in  building  circles  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  August  10,  1887. 
His  ancestors  for  many  generations  were  of 
tlie  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  he  was  a  full 
communicant  of  the  church.  His  burial 
service  was  conducted  by  the  societies  to 
which  he  belonged:  St.  Joseph's  Benevolent 
Society,  St.  Joseph's  Casino,  and  the  La 
Crosse  Diocesan  Life  Insurance  Society,  of 
which  he  was  a  founder.  He  was  of  a  re- 
tiring disposition,  but  gave  a  cordial  support 
to  those  institutions  which  were  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  entire  community.  His  widow  died 
September  24,  1891,  and  four  sons  and  a 
daughter  are  living. 

John  A.  Miller  received  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  when  he  came  to 
select  a  vocation  for  life  he  chose  that  of  his 
father.  The  date  of  his  birtli  is  December 
31,  1857,  and  the  place  La  Crosse.  It  was 
not  until  1881  that  he  joined  his  father  in 
business.     They    were    connected    with    the 


erection  of  many  prnmiiu'iit  buildings  i)f 
this  city,  and  since  the  father's  death  Mr. 
Miller  has  conducted  a  prosperous  business. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  many  of  the 
public  movements  of  the  city  and  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  early  promoters  of  the  J5uild- 
ers'  Exchange,  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
potent  organizations  in  the  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catiiulic  Knigiits  of  Wiscon- 
sin, of  St.  Josepli's  Benevolent  Society,  of 
St.  Joseph's  Casino,  and  of  the  La  Crosse 
Diocesan  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  Ritter,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Ritter,  of 
the  firm  of  Voight  &  Ritter,  manufacturers 
of  carriages  and  wagons.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  have  been  born  three  children:  Alfred, 
and  two  sons  who  died  in  childhood. 

fEORGE  H.  YARRINGTON,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  La  Crosse  county, 
was  born  in  Steuben  county.  New  York, 
in  1841,  a  son  of  William  and  Amanda 
(Nolan)  Tarrington,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  in  1851  he  remov- 
ed to  the  West,  settling  at  Watertowu,  Wis- 
consin; there  he  followed  his  trade  until  1862, 
when  he  was  employed  as  a  teamster  in  the 
army  for  one  year;  at  the  end  of  this  period 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 
After  his  return  he  engaged  in  the  business 
of  building,  which  he  followed  until  his  death 
in  1887;  he  was  seventy-seven  years  old,  and 
his  wife  still  survives,  aged  seventy  years. 
George  H.  lived  with  his  father  until  1862,  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  then  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  went  out  in  defense  of  his  country's  Hag; 
he  had  been  in  the  service  nine  months  when 
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lie  was  discliai-tred  on  account  ut'  ill  licaltli. 
He  came  hack  to  liis  huihc.  anti  a.s  soon  as  lie 
was  able  he  hcgaii  (iii\  in;,'  an  cunnibiis  iti  La 
Crosse;  tliis  lie  continued  two  years,  and  then 
entered  tiie  ein[iloy  of  the  Ciiicai^o,  iliiwaukee 
A:  St.  Paul  Kaili-oail  Couinanv:  he  was  ;n 
their  yards  for  fourteen  years,  and  then  went 
into  the  train  service,  tillinLr  this  position  for 
seven  yeai-.-;  lie  was  transferred  to  a  way- 
freii^lit  train,  and  has  tilled  this  p(l^ition  I'oi- 
three  years.  He  is  hiahlv  valued  by  the 
officials  of  the  road,  and  liis  conscientious 
service  Jnis  been  fully  appreciated. 

Mr.  Vai-rington  was  nnirried  May  10,  1870, 
to  Jliss  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Polly  L.  (Austin)  Dolphin;  the  father  died 
May  16,  1870,  aged  tifty-six  years;  his  wife 
survives  him,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
son-in  law;  she  is  seventy-four  years  old,  and 
is  well  preserved  both  in  body  and  mind. 
Mr.  and  ilrs.  Yai'rinc;t(_)n  have  Invd  born  to 
them  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  livina; 
Jasper  H  ,  Myrtle  L.,  Mary  Louisa  and  Mabel 
E.;  the  parents  were  sadly  bereaved  in  the 
death  of  their  two  sons,  (iecjrge  Lucius  and 
Albert  Clyde,  aged  four  and  eicht  years  re- 
spectively. The  father  and  mother  are  de\-out 
tnembers  of  the  Paptist  Church,  also  the  son 
and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Varrington  belongs 
to  John  Flynn  Po.-t,  No.  77,  (L  A.  R.,  and 
his  wife  is  president  of  the  \V(jnian's  Relief 
Corps,  having  been  elected  to  that  office  at 
the  first  of  the  year.  Jasper  11.  Varrington 
is  a  member  of   the  Sons  of    \'eterans. 


tOCKWKLL  K.  OSl'.OKNK.  ,.r  the  firm 
of  Edwards  iV  O.-burne.  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin,  is  a  nati\-e  of  the  Lmj)ire  State. 
Me  wa^  the  son  of  .lonatban  Willis  Osborne 
and  Alma  P.  (  Denixrn)  ( )sborne,  both  natives 
of  iXew  York  State,  and   wa~  born  at   .Nelson, 


Madison  county,  Xew  York,  January  28, 
is  P2.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
( irandlatlier  Jonathan  ( )sborrie  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  a  descendant  of  an  Eng- 
lish family  who  made  settlement  in  that 
State   in    early   Colonial  times.      About  1810 

[  or  ISll  he  remo\ed  from  Connecticut  to  the 
central  part    of  New  York  State,  then   a  ni'w 

1  country.  He  ^ettled  in  Nelson,  Madison 
county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
(icciirred  in  1S4;S.  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  He  was  a  man  id'  >ti-ict  integrity,  an 
adherent  to  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  was 
the  father  of  fifteen  children,  neai-ly  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
youngest  of  these  children.  While  absent 
from  home  on  business  he  was  taken  ill  and 
died  at  Groton,  Tom])kins  county.  New  York, 
November  19,  1850.  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
yeai-s.  He  left  to  mourn  his  l(.)ss  a  widow, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  oldest  of  these  children. 
In  1S58  the  fanuly  came  West  and  located  at 
La  Crosse,  where  they  still  renniin  except  the 
youngest  sou,  who  is  a  member  of  the  pros- 
])erous  firm  of  Osborne  iSj  McMillan  grain 
dealers  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Rockwell  PL  taught  school  from  the  time 
he  was  eighteen  until  be  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  In  the  meantime  he  served  as 
a  private  in  Company  D  of  the  Fourteenth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  Sbiloh,  and  was  dis- 
charged for  disability  in  August,  l.st)2.  In 
iS()4  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Com- 
|iany  (i  of  the  Portielli  Wisconsin  N'olunteer 
Infantry  andili<l  >er\ice  in  Tennessee.  After 
retiring  from  the  leacliei''s  desk,  .Mr.  ()sborne 
was  engaged  in  various  interests  of  a  clerical 
nature  until  May,  1879,  when  he  joined  Mr. 
1).  v..  Ivlwards  in  the  lumber  business,  which 
they    continued    until    1S87,    when    they  dis- 
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posed  of  it,  and  engaged  in  other  and  varied 
interests. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  married  in  La  Crosse, 
August  17.  1870,  to  Miss  Louise  L.  Ober, 
daugliter  of  Levi  E.  Ober,  M.  D.  She  was 
born  in  Painesville,  (_)hio,  and  is  a  i;raduate 
of  ^[t.  Hoiyoke  Female  Seminai-y.  ller 
father  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  came 
to  La  Crosse  in  1857,  and  was  an  active  and 
useful  man,  in  his  profession,  a  public- 
t^pirited  citizen,  a  devout  Christian,  and  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
died  in  1881. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborne  have  one  daughter, 
Ella  Louise,  a  student  of  Mt.  Hoiyoke  Col- 
lege, South  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  a  bright 
and  promising  young  lady. 

Mr.  Osborne  is  a  trustee  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  La  Crosso. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury Club,  and  of  the  Hamilton  Club  of  that 
city. 


■iHS' 


tl  O  H  T  U  E  V.  F  A  T  H  E  R  J  A  M  ES 
SCHWEBACH,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  Germany,  August  15, 
1847.  His  parents  were  pious  German 
people,  and  he  was  early  educated  in  the 
principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  to 
the  interests  and  advancement  of  which  he 
has  thus  far  devoted  his  life.  While  yet  a 
youth  in  his  'teens,  he  finished  a  collegiate 
course  of  study  in  Luxemburg,  where  he  be- 
came proficient  in  the  French  and  German 
languages.  He  emigrated  to  America  in 
186-1  during  the  trying  times  of  the  civil 
war,  and  entered  St.  Francis  Seminary  at 
Milwaukee,  where  he  studied  philosophy  and 
theology  for  five  years.  Being  a  young  man 
of    rare  intelligence  and   fine   mental  endow- 


ments, he  was  graduated  from  this  seat  of 
learning  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Too 
young  for  ordination,  he  was  sent  to  La  Crosse 
as  a  sub-deacon,  where  he  performed  such 
duties  as  his  ofiice  recpiired.  For  one  year 
previous  to  his  ordination  he  preached  regu- 
larly in  three  different  languages,  English, 
German  and  French.  He  was  ordained  a 
priest  on  the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi  at  St. 
Paul,  by  Bishop  Grace,  in  1870,  and  was  then 
appointed  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  La 
Crosse,  which  position  he  held  to  the  time  of 
Ills  elevation  to  the  episcopacy.  In  1882  he 
was  appointed  Vicar-General  of  the  Diocese 
of  La  Crosse,  a  position  of  honor  and  responsi- 
bility, and  at  the  death  of  Father  Flasch  was 
apfiointed  administrator  of  the   diocese. 

Being  of  a  studious  disposition  and  owning 
a  fine,  well-selected  library.  Right  Rev. 
Father  Schwebach  devotes  much  of  his  time 
to  reading. 

On  the  30th  day  of  November,  1891,  he 
was  appointed  P>ishop  of  the  Diocese  of  La 
Crosse.  The  interesting  announcement  was 
received  by  the  candidate  at  I^rairie  du  Chien, 
Sunday,  December  13,  181*1,  while  in  the  act 
of  Idessing  the  new  churcli  at  tliat  place. 
The  ofiicial  letter  announcing  liis  promotion 
was  received  by  Right  Rev.  Father  Schwebach 
through  the  Archbisliop  at  Milwaukee,  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  by  the  Pope,  lie 
was  consecrated  on  the  25th  of  February, 
just  twenty-tliree  years  from  the  day  of  his 
arrival  in  La  Crosse. 

The  selection  is  a  wise  one,  and  will  give 
general  satisfaccion,  as  the  newly  appointed 
Bishop  is  thoroughly  ccmversant  with  the 
business  of  the  Diocese,  and  is  loved  and  re- 
spected by  the  clergy  and  laity  therein.  In 
manner  he  is  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  possess- 
ing a  most  amiable  character.  As  a  spiritual 
superior  he  has  always  been  a  mild,  yet  firm 
and  just   ruler.     The    peojdi^  of    La  Crosse, 
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who  have  known  liim  for  a  quai-ter  of  a  cen- 
tury, speak  of  him  in  tlie  hij^liest  terms,  as  a 
Christian  gentleman,  and  congratulate  hira 
upon  the  distinguished  honors  recently  con- 
ferred upon  him. 


■^Jinr-^ 


ATIIAXIEL  FliKY,  wl 


tl 


IS  UI  the  em- 


TC/y  ploy  of  the  Chicago,  BurliiiLrton  it 
^^l£  Northern  Railroad  Company,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  connected  with  railroad 
work  in  the  West,  was  born  at  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1850,  the  oldest  son  of 
Isaac  and  Anna  (Klein)  Fi-ey,  both  natives  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Frey  family  that 
emigrated  to  Lancaster  county  from  Holland 
in  1687;  they  are  one  of  the  most  widely  and 
favorably  known  families  in  that  county. 
Isaac  F'rey  was  a  merchant  at  Krie  until  1870, 
when  he  retired  from  active  pursi.its;  lie  is 
now  living  on  a  farm  in  Dow  creek,  Arkansas. 

Nathaniel  Frey  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city;  then  he 
took  a  business  college  course,  after  which  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  a  machine  shop 
at  Erie. 

In  1S71,  Mr.  Frey  was  married  to  iliss 
Sopiia  Hans,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Hans,  a 
merchant  tailor  of  that  city,  who  died  in 
1887.  When  Mr.  Frey  became  a  master 
machinist,  he  moved  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  employed  as  bireman  of  the 
Laclair  Iron  Works.  He  also  iiad  charge  of 
tiie  water-works  until  1>574,  alter  which  he 
acce])ted  a  position  as  pit  boss  for  the  Rock 
Island  Company.  During  the  construction 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  lioad,  lie  accepted 
a  position  as  general  foreman  of  the  shoiis 
at  Fargo,  North  Dakota.  In  18Sf;  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  ('liicauo,  iiurlington  I't 
Northern  Railroad  ('omjjany,  and  was  located 


at  Savanna,  Illinois,  where  he  had  charge  of 
the  round-house,  and  was  general  foreman  of 
the  Savanna  division.  In  1889  he  was  trans- 
ferred from  Savanna  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  now  hoMs  the  position  of  general 
foreman. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frey  have  been  born  two 
daughters:  Cora  Belle  and  Eva.  The  parents 
are  devout  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  F'rey  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and 
has  filled  many  important  offices  of  that 
fraternity.  He  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  sup- 
ports the  issues  of  that  body. 


tEV.  FATHER  A.  J.  JOERRES,  pastor 
of  St.  ISicholas'  Catholic  Church,  corner 
of  Thirteenth  and  South  Park  streets,  is 
a  native  of  Dueren,  near  Cologne,  Germany, 
born  July  12,  1802.  He  was  educated  at  the 
gymnasium  in  Dueren,  but  received  his  theo- 
logical training  in  America,  at  St.  Francis' 
Seminary,  ^lihvaukee.  He  was  ordained  a 
priest  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bislnjp  Flasch,  in 
St.  Joseph's  Cathedral,  La  C'rosse,  June  29, 
1885,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant 
to  Father  Thomas  Kell}'  at  Hudson,  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  remained  nine  months,  at  St. 
Patrick's  Cliurch.  Thence  he  was  removed  to 
Colby,  Clark  county,  where  he  had  charge  of 
St.  Kilian's  Church  until  May  1,  1891.  He 
was  tiien  assigned  to  duty  as  pastor  of  St. 
Nicholas'  Church  at  La  Crosse. 

St.  Nicholas"  Church  has  115  families  in 
the  congregation.  A  parochial  school  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
.\d(jration  during  ten  months  of  the  year;  the 
s.-b.iol  is  held  on  the  first  floor  of  the  church, 
and  in  1^91,  105  children  were  enrolled.  The 
jireseni  building  1)eing  inade(juate  to  the  needs 
<.)!'  the  congregation,  the  erection   of  a  larger 
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edifice  is  in  contemplation.  Tiie  instruction 
of  tiie  school  is  in  the  English  language,  but 
the  children  are  taught  to  read,  write,  and 
spell  in  German;  the  course  comprises  the 
common-school  branches,  the  catechism  and 
Biljle  history. 

>^'V^«-*^"^*"-~' 

fOHN  STEPHENSON  is  a  gentleman  of 
thorough  experience  in  real-estate,  both 
as  a  m-eans  of  speculation  and  permanent 
investment,  and  his  long  experience  has 
proved  of  inestimable  value  not  alone  to  hitn- 
self  but  to  his  numerous  patrons,  and  for 
soundness  of  judgment  and  keen  appreciation 
of  relative  values,  both  present  and  future,  he 
is  acknowledged  to  iiave  no  superior  in  La 
Crosse.  He  was  born  in  Norway  July  5, 
1848,  a  son  of  Matthew  Stephenson  and  grand- 
son of  Carl  Stephenson,  the  latter  of  whom 
removed  from  England  to  Norway,  where  he 
became  very  wealthy.  Matthew  is  a  farmer 
of  New  Amsterdam,  Wisconsin.  John  first 
attended  school  in  Norway,  and  later  en- 
tered college  at  Holstein,  Germany,  where 
he  remained  several  years  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  tiie  German  language. 
He  then  followed  merchandising  for  some 
time,  but  in  1867  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  but  soon  opened 
a  hotel  at  Onalaska,  which  he  ably  conducted 
from  1870  to  1872.  For  some  time  there- 
after his  attention  was  given  to  the  building 
and  loan  business,  after  which,  until  1880,  he 
was  on  a  farm.  From  1880  to  1882  he  con- 
ducted a  hotel  in  La  Crosse,  in  addition  to 
managing  his  farm,  but  sold  out  his  hostelry 
in  1882  and  returned  to  his  farm.  After 
disposing  of  his  farm  in  1885  he  purchased 
property  in  North  La  Crosse,  upon  which  lie 
built  a  pleasant  and  very  comfortable  resi- 
dence the   same   year.     He  at  the  same  time 


started  in  the  real-estate  business  and  lias 
advantageously  disposed  of  thousands  of  lots, 
besides  houses,  stores,  etc.,  and  has  Ijuilt  over 
fifty-one  houses.  He  erected  four  store 
buildings  in  1891,  and  has  been  very  active 
in  his  endeavors  to  build  up  North  La  Crosse. 
He  and  liis  son  Henry  conduct  a  store  of 
gents'  and  ladies'  furnisliings,  and  also  keep  a 
large  supply  of  dry  goods  and  clothino-.  Mr. 
Stephenson  has  held  the  office  of  Notary  Pub- 
lic the  past  three  years  and  does  a  good  busi- 
ness in  that  line.  He  fills  out  deeds,  mort- 
gages and  all  legal  papers,  and  in  the  real- 
estate  business  he  negotiates  loans  and  insures. 
He  rents  houses,  and  at  the  present  writing 
controls  forty-two  houses  in  the  rentals,  al- 
though he  has  had  as  high  as  100  at  one  time. 

He  was  married  in  18G8  to  Anna  U.  Mun- 
son,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1867.  Her  mother  is  a  resident  of 
Onalaska,  and  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
Her  father  died  in  1881,  aged  about  sixty, 
f  rum  the  kick  of  a  horse  which  he  was  shoeing, 
be  being  a  blacksmith  by  occupation.  Mrs. 
Stephenson  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living  in  La 
Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  have  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  died 
young.  Those  living  are:  Henry,  a  merchant 
of  La  Crosse;  Wilhelmina,  a  fine  pianist  and 
a  successful  music  teaclierof  North  La  Crosse; 
Axtel,  a  good  musician  and  one  of  the  finest 
performers  in  the  Juvenile  Band;  Mayer  and 
Ludwick.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Cliurcli,  and  in  politics 
he  is  an  active  worker  for  tlie  i^epublican 
party,  although  nut  an  office-seeker. 

— «f->^^- 

|KmOST  KEV.  MKUIAEL  IIEISS, 
anrnW  First  Bishop  of  La  Crosse  and  Sec- 
^^^S^  ond  Archbishop  of  Milwaukee,  was 
born  in    Pfahldorf,  Bavaria,  April    12,  1818, 
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and  entering  tlie  Latin  scliuol  at  tlie  age  of 
nine  was  gradiiatiMl  witli  distiiictiun  at  the 
gymnasium  of  Xewburg  in  1S35.  He  tirst 
studied  law,  l)at,  feeling  called  to  the  service 
of  God,  went  tlirougli  a  theological  cmirse  in 
the  University  of  Munich,  where  Goerre*, 
ilochler  and  Dollinger  were  his  professors. 
He  then  entered  the  ecclesiastical  seminary 
at  Eichstadt,  and  was  ordained  by  Cardinal 
Ueisach,  October  IS,  18-iU.  He  received  a 
curacy,  but  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1843,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Church  of 
the  Mother  of  God,  in  Covington,  Kentucky. 
On  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Ilenni  to  ^lil- 
waukee,  liev.  Mr.  lleiss  accompanied  him, 
acting  as  secretary,  and  doing  mission  work 
for  fifty  miles  north  of  that  city.  He  founded 
St.  Mary's  Church  in  18-46;  but  his  health 
failed  and  he  spent  two  years  in  Europe. 
On  his  return  he  became  president  of  the 
Salesianum,  and  by  learned  theological  works 
showed  his  al)ility  and  erudition.  On  the 
division  of  the  diocese  he  was  selected  for  the 
see  of  La  Crosse,  and  consecrated  September 
6,  18GS.  The  diocese  which  embraces  that 
portion  of  the  State  lying  north  and  west  of 
the  Wisconsin  river  had  a  French  settlement 
at  Prairie  dn  Chien  as  early  as  about  1689. 
In  the  present  centui-y  it  was  first  visited  by 
a  priest  in  1817,  and  the  corner-stone  of  a 
church  was  laid  in  1839.  Under  the  admin- 
istration of  J^ishop  Ilenni  religion  had  made 
such  ])rogress  in  this  part  of  the  State  that 
the  new  diocese  of  La  ('rosse  contained  forty 
chiirciies,  attended  by  fifteen  priests.  ISishop 
Heiss  proceeded  to  carry  forward  tne  good 
work;  he  establislied  i'ranciscan  Sisters  at 
La  Crosse,  and  their  nidtbcr-hoiise  soon  sup- 
])lied  teachers  for  t  wcnty-fi\e  parochial 
schools  and  two  asyluiri.~.  The  Chiistian 
lirothers  opened  St.  .lolin's  Hospital  at 
Prairie  liu  Chien,  and  the  ScIhkiI  Sifters  of 
Notre     Dame    had    excellent    s-cliools    under 


their  care.  At  the  end  of  ten  years  the  dio- 
cese iif  La  Crosse  had  thirty-si.x  churches 
with  resident  pastors,  fifty  others  regularly 
visited,  forty  priests,  and  forty- five  Catholics. 

When  the  failing  health  ot  Archbishop 
Ileiuu  re(juired  the  aid  of  a  more  \'igorous 
prelate,  I'ishop  Heiss  was  promoted  to  the 
see  of  Adriaiiople,  March  14,  1880,  and  ap- 
pointed coadjutor.  The  whole  administra- 
tion of  Milwaukee  diocese  soon  devolved 
upon  him,  and  on  the  death  of  Archbisiiop 
Ileniu  he  became  second  archbishop  of  that 
see.  As  theologian  Dr.  Heiss  took  an  active 
part  in  the  councils  of  St.  Louis  and  the 
Second  Plenary  Council  of  Baltimore.  He 
attended  tlie  Vatican  Council  in  1869-70. 
and  was  appointed  by  Pope  Pius  IX.  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  four  great  commissions, 
each  being  composed  of  twelve  bishops,  rep- 
resenting all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  pallium  was  conferred  on  Archbishop 
Heiss  in  his  cathedral,  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1882.  On  the  3d  of  June  in  the  following 
year  he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  cathe- 
dral, a  building  to  lie  worthy  of  the  great 
and  llourishing  diocese.  He  attended  the 
Third  Plenary  Couticil  of  Paltimore  in 
November,  1884. 

Bishop  Heiss  died  at  St.  Francis  Hospital, 
La  Crosse,  March  27,  1890,  and  his  remains 
were  taken  to  Milwaukee  and  interred  in  the 
vaidt  at  St.  Francis  Seminai-y. 

CAI  HoLICISM  IN   LA   i  KOSSE. 

The  tirst  priest  residing  in  I.ia('roSRe,  Rev. 
W.  Tappert,  held  divine  services  in  the  city 
August  24,  1855;  the  meetings  were  held  in 
private  bouses  in  the  beginning,  and  later 
on  in  the  courthouse.  Kev.  Father  (iarlier, 
the  French  ])astor  at  I'rairie  dn  Chien,  had 
occasionally  \isited  the  placi'  previons  to  the 
coming  of  j-'atbei-  Tappert. 

The    tirst    ("atholic    Church    in    La    Crosse 
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was  built  by  Father  Tappert,  ami  was  dedi- 
cated just  one  year  after  his  coining,  August 
24,  1856.  The  people  were  poor  but  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  erection  of  the 
modest  structure  wiiich  was  called  St.  Mary's 
Church,  and  intended  to  accommodate  all  the 
Catholics  in  La  Crosse  county.  What  is  now 
the  city  of  La  Crosse  had  then  about  twenty- 
five  Catholic  families.  One  of  the  pastors 
of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Rev.  M.  M.  Marco, 
was  chosen  by  Governor  FHirchild  as  a  dele- 
gate of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1877. 

A  Sisters'  school  was  opened  here  in  1856. 
\n  1863  the  Cerman-speakingCatiiolics  bnilt 
a  church  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Sixth 
and  Main  streets.  The  Sisters'  school  was 
moved  into  this  building.  In  the  same  year, 
that  is,  1863,  the  number  of  Catiiolics  hav- 
ing materially  increased,  it  was  tiiought  best 
to  divide  the  one  large  congregation  into 
two,  according  to  languages,  St.  Mary's  re- 
taiiung  all  the  English  and  French,  and  St. 
Joseph's  all  the  German  and  Bohemian 
families. 

Up  to  1858  La  Crosse  belonged  to  tliedio, 
cese  of  Milwaukee,  but  in  that  year  Milwau- 
kee was  divided  iiito  three  dioceses:  Green 
Bay,  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee.  (La  Crosse 
being  the  residnt  place  of  the  bishop,  it  was 
named  Diocese  of  La  Crosse.)  The  first 
Jjishop  of  La  Crosse  diocese  was  Right  Rev. 
Michael  Heiss,  whose  sketch  is  given 
])receding  this.  During  his  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  diocese,  nearly 
all  of  the  institutions  of  the  church  were 
planned,  and  many  buildings  which  adorn 
and  beautify  the  city  were  erected.  St. 
Joseph's  Cathedral,  a  magnificent  structure, 
was  erected  in  1869-'70,  but  it  was  not  com- 
pdeted  for  some  years,  owing  to  heavy  debts 
!  which  retarded  progress.  The  Sisters  of  St. 
Francis,  of  Jefferson,  Wisconsin,  also  began 


the  erection  of  a  convent  in  this  city  in  the 
same  year,  and  occupied  the  main  building 
in  1871.  The  orphanage  was  built  in  1875, 
and  given  to  the  mother  y  care  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan Sisters  of  Perpetual  Adoration  (see 
sketches  of  St.  Michael's  and  St.  Ann's 
(3rphan  Asylums,  the  former  being  named 
in  Iionor  of  Bishop  Heiss,  on  pages  164  and 
following).  The  bislio])'s  house  was  also 
erected  about  this  time,  a  comfortable  and 
convenient  home,  occiij)ied  liy  the  late  bishop 
Flasch  at  the  time  of  his  death.  A  neat 
private  chapel  adjoins  the  residence,  de- 
signed (or  the  bishop's  private  use,  and 
those  sojourning  in  the  luiuse. 

His  successor  was  the  riglit  Rev.  Bishop 
K.  G.  Flasch,  wliose  hi-tory  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

l^iOBERT  G.  MINER,  superintendent  of 
\^\  bridges  and  buildings  for  the  Chicago, 
'"^^  Burlington  &  Xorthern  Railroad,  was 
born  in  Dale,  Wisconsin,  October  2,  1862. 
His  parents,  Joseph  and  Mary  (Huffman) 
Miner,  are  still  living,  the  father  seventy-six 
and  the  mother  sixty- three  years  of  age. 
They  were  originally  from  Switzerland,  and 
the  father  learned  the  trade  of  an  architect  in 
his  native  country,  passing  the  examination 
required  by  the  laws  of  Switzerland.  He 
came  to  this  country  about  1850,  settled  at 
Dale,  Wisconsin,  and  resides  there  at  the 
present  time,  retired  from  the  active  duties 
of  life.  He  and  his  worthy  helpmate  reared 
a  family  of  seven  children,  four  daughters 
and  three  sons,  all  living  ami  residents  of 
Outagamie  county,  this  State,  except  Robert 
G.  The  latter  started  out  for  himself  as  a 
house  carpenter,  and  from  that  to  bridge- 
building  in  1880.  He  began  on  the  Wis- 
consin Central,  and  accepted  his  present  posi- 
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tioti  ill  1886.  lie  is  universally  popular  and 
re^^pet-teii  in  business  and  social  circles.  Mr. 
Miner  is  the  tit'tli  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above 
mentioned  children.  All  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


tM.  I.  KI.XNEAR,  M.  U.,  residing  at 
933  Caledonia  street.  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
**  coiuin,  is  one  of  the  leading  practi- 
tioners of  the  homeopathic  system  of  medi- 
cine in  La  Crosse  county,  lie  was  born  in 
New  Brunswick,  July  1,  1800,  ami  is  the 
g(jn  uf  New  Brunswick  parents.  His  father, 
Edward  Kinnear,  liied  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. October  2(),  1S89.  Ilis  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martjaret  Dobsnn,  is  now 
living  in  Manitolia.  They  reared  a  family  of 
eight  children:  George  C.  lives  in  Boston, 
and  is  foreman  of  a  large  machine-shop  in 
that  city;  Jennie  married  l)a\-id  Grant,  an 
attorney  at  Moiu-.ton,  New  lirunswick;  the 
Doctor  is  the  third  liorn;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  David  Evans,  of  lioston;  Fannie  mar- 
ried Mr.  Harries,  of  Wai-c,  ^[assachusetts; 
Sarah,  Maggie  and  Edward  are  with  their 
motiier  in   ^[anitoba. 

In  ISOS  tlie  family  removed  tVom  New 
Brunswick  to  i'ostoii,  and  at  the  eml  of  three 
years  returned  to  their  old  home.  When  (air 
suljject  was  nineteen  years  of  age  he  returned 
to  Boston,  and  during  his  residence  there  he 
took  a  course  of  reading  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  J.  R.  Boynton,  ami  by  him  jierliaps 
more  than  any  other  one  individual  was  his 
career  in  life  shaped.  In  1882  he  went  l)ack 
to  his  native  country,  ami  he  and  liis  father 
made  a  trip  to  Manitol)a;  thu  father  decided 
to  locate  there,  and  a  year  later  sent  for  the 
re^-t  of  the  family.  I)r.  Ivintu'ar  remained 
there  until  l^Sli,  when  he  entered  the  .NOrtli- 
westei-n     I'niversity    at     Evanston,     Illinois, 


taking  a  special  course  of  6tud\-.  In  1888 
he  became  a  student  in  the  Chicago  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College,  and  was  graduated 
in  1^90.  Iminediat.ly  after  this  event  lie 
came  to  La  Crosse  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  has  met  with  gratifying 
success,  and  has  established  a  reputation  as 
an  intelligent,  careful  practitioner. 

June  9,  1886,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  G.  Straw,  of  ISoston, 
Massachnsetts.  Mrs.  Kinnear  is  a  daughter 
of  William  II.  Straw,  who  died  in  the  army 
when  she  was  an  infant  six  months  old.  He 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  Massacliusetts,  and  died 
at  Evanston,  Illinois,  January  13,  1889. 
Her  brother,  I^red  W.  Straw,  is  a  member  of 
the  W^estern  Wisconsin  Conference,  stationed 
at  Viroqna,  Wisconsin.  These  two  were  the 
only  children. 

Dr.  Ivinnear  is  a  member  of  the  I.  ( >.  O.  F. 
and  tlie  I.  ().  F.,  and  he  and  liis  wife  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


tS.  M<  KOWN,  Superintendent  of  the 
La  Crosse  County  Insane  Asylum,  was 
"^.*  born  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
March  14,  1858,  aiul  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Mclvown,  who  are  also  residi'uts  of  this 
county.  The  father  was  in  earlier  days  one 
of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  county,  but 
is  now  retired  from  active  labor.  He  was 
born  in  Irehind,  and  thirty-six  years  ago  he 
came  to  this  (tounty.  and  has  witnessed  the 
Wonderful  developnuMit  which  has  taken  place 
in  a  little  less  tlian  four  decades.  It  was  in 
1852  that  he  crossed  the  sea,  and  the  first 
three  years  in  America  wi-re  passed  in  N^mv 
York.  Our  snliject  is  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children:  Myron;  Ida,  deceaseil,  waf 
the    wife   of    Daniel    Thom])son;  C.  S. ;  Will- 
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iam,  who  married  ]\[is8  Nettie  Buttinan; 
Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Al- 
bert and  Alfred,  twins;  Alfred  McKown 
married  Miss  Ellen  Wallsted,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  AVis- 
consin;  Albert  is  an  attendant  in  the  La 
Crosse  County  Asylum. 

Mr.  McKowu  entered  upon  the  realities  of 
a  business  life  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  he 
was  engaged  in  the  milling  Imsiness  with  his 
brother  Myron;  afterward  he  did  farming, 
and  then  came  to  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  Avliere 
he  clerked  in  a  wholesale  house;  later  he  was 
employed  in  a  retail  establ'ishment,  and  then 
for  a  year  was  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Turnkey 
under  Sheriff  Jensen.  On  January  1,  1888, 
he  assumed  the  duties  of  tlie  position  lie  now 
holds,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  asylum.  His  wife 
was  at  the  same  time  appointed  matron  of 
the  institution.  The  excellent  condition  and 
management  of  the  hospital  show  very  plainly 
the  exceptional  fitness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kown for  the  responsibility  and  care  of  such 
an  establishment.  Tlie  buildings  are  models 
of  cleanliness,  and  the  patients  are  carefully 
watched,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  lessen 
their  physical  and  mental  distress.  There 
are  now  100  inmates,  but  so  systematic  is  the 
management  that  the  entire  machinery  moves 
as  in  a  small,  well-ordered  family. 

The  asylum  was  built  in  1881  and  located 
at  West  Salem,  through  the  influence  of  Will- 
iam Van  Zandt,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  county 
building  committee  in  1886,  was  succeeded 
in  1887  by  Frank  B.  Smith,  the  present  in- 
cumbent. There  are  210  acres  in  the  grounds, 
and  the  building  is  a  brick  structure  after  a 
modern  design. 

Mr.  McKown  was  united  in  marriage  July 
17,  1880,  to  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Sims,  a  daughter 
of  Sanjuel   and   Mary   Sims.     Two    children 


have  been  born  to  this  worthy  couple:  Sarah 
Ida  and  Harry  Elmer;  the  latter  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  months.  Mrs.  McKown  was 
for  many  years  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
public  schools;  the  same  power  of  control 
that  rendered  her  disci|)liiie  effective  in  the 
scliool-room  has  enabled  !ier  to  C(.i[)e  with  the 
many  difficulties  that  beset  her  position  in  the 
hospital,  and  her  services  here  have  lieen 
greatly  appreciated. 

Samuel  Sims  and  wife  were  nativesof  Eng- 
land, and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1847,  but  did  not  settle  in  La  Crosse  county 
until  1855:  Mr.  Sims  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  but  his 
wife  passed  away  May  7,  1883,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  In  the  late  civil  war  he  was 
a  sailor,  serving  as  a  private  in  the  navy  fur 
thirteen  months.  He  and  his  wife  had  a 
family  of  six  chililren:  Sarah,  deceased;  Liz- 
zie, who  is  now  Mrs.  McKown:  John  W., 
Theodore  W.,  Ashliy,  and  James,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years. 


^AMES  McKIXLEY,  who  is  well  known 
"Sfl  as  the  largest  hay  and  hop  grower  of  La 
^^  Crosse  county,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Wisconsin  since  1850.  He  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  in  February,  1827, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Xancy  McKinley. 
natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1816,  and  in  1820,  the  mother 
sailed  from  the  Emerald  Isle  for  America. 
The  father  followed  agricultni'e,  and  was 
known  as  an  honorable,  upriglit  citizen.  He 
died  in  December,  1840,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years;  his  wife  survived  him  until  1880,  when 
siie  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  .lames  McKinley  being  the 
oldest    of  the   family;   three  of  the  cliildren 
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are  still  liviiiir,  and  are  resiMentsof  La  Oo;^se 
couiitv.  <'iir  worthy  siiliject  was  reareil  on 
a  farm,  aiul  before  coming  to  Wisconsin  jrave 
his  attention  exclusively  to  ai;rii,Miltnral  ]inr- 
siiits.  As  licCore  stated  he  came  to  Wisi-onsiii 
in  ls5(_).  his  object  being  to  get  (Toverninent 
land.  lie  made  tiie  jonrnoy  fnun  I'enn-yl- 
vaina  ronnd  the  idiain  of  lakes,  landing  in 
Milwaukee.  In  Fel)rnary.  IS.jl.  he  bdnght 
Government  land,  the  tract  cnnsisting  of  2(H) 
acres  in  Hamilton  township;  here  he  opened 
a  farm,  and  in  1853  disposed  of  the  same, 
going  to  the  Black  river  jtinery.  He  engaged 
in  lumbering  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  met 
with  fair  success;  wliile  in  this  business  he 
employed  about  forty  hands,  but  abandoned 
the  enterprise  to  resume  agriculture.  lie 
located  the  lirown  ami  Tripp  farms,  also  the 
land  on  whicii  the  McEldowneys  settled;  the 
greater  portion  of  this  was  land  granted  sol- 
diers in  the  war  of  1S12.  In  1^(13  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinley  bought  the  farm  on  which  lie  ncnv 
resides;  it  contains  520  acres  of  excellent 
lanil.  ami  is  in  a  high  sta'e  of  culti\-ation  and 
well  impi-oved  with  buildings  of  a  most  sub- 
stantial style.  The  hay  cro])  of  this  farm 
averages  about  300  tons  annually,  and  is  of  a 
superior  quality ;  thirty-two  acres  are  set  to 
hojis.  and  the  annual  yield  is  between  30,000 
and  3-j.OOO  jioumls;  the  crop  for  1S!)1  was, 
however,  a  total  failui'c;  twenty  acres  are 
i]lantcd  to  corn,  and  a  like  amount  to  oats. 
,\bont  fifty  head  of  lion's  are  fed  e\eiy  year- 
and  from  six  to  ei^fht  horses  are  kept  on  the 
]dace.  The  r<'sid,-nce  is  larg(>  and  conviMiient, 
and  is  very  pleasantly  located  about  the  cen- 
ter of  the  farm;  the  iiarns  are  eapabh^  of 
storing  250  tons  of  hay.  and  one  of  them 
stables  fourteen  head  of   horses. 

Mr.  Mi-Kinley  was  niarritvl  tir,-t  in  ls.")!l 
to  Miss  Hannah  .\.  Waller,  a  daughli  r  of 
Nathan  V.  Wallerof  Pennsylvania;  she  die. 1 
fouryears  after  her  mai-riage,  of  consumption. 


at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  she  was  a 
most  wortiiy  woman,  and  greatly  belo\ed  bv 
a  wide  circle  of  friends.  The  second  marriage 
was  May  25,  lSt!4,  to  Miss  Caroline  Ilan- 
ton.  a  daui^litcr  of  .Iosej)h  an<l  Kliza  llantoii 
(d'  Canada.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  McKiidey  and  wife:  Klla  is  a  sncess- 
ful  teacher  of  vocal  and  instrunienlal  music; 
Horace  is  living  on  a  claim  in  ()regon,  and 
John  is  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm. 
P)otli  the  father  and  mother  are  consistent 
members  of   the  Presbyterian  Church. 


fULIUS  E.  KIUCIIEIS.  one  of  tiie  ris- 
ing young  men  of  La  Crosse,  is  a  native 
<-C  of  the  German  Empire,  born  .\ugust2-i, 
1802.  Ilis  parents.  Julius  E.  and  Eredericka 
(  Richter)  Kircheis.  were  also  of  German  birth, 
natives  of  Saxony.  The  father  was  a  weaver 
by  trade;  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1868,  bringing  his  family  with 
him;  he  settled  in  La  Crosse,  securing  em- 
ployment with  the  John  I'anl  Lumber  Com- 
I  tiany,  with  whom  he  remained  abtnit  inne 
j  years;  he  was  next  engaged  in  Imtciiering 
for  Frezier  liros.,  foi  a  jieriod  of  two  years; 
1  abandoniiiL'  this  tra<le.  he  served  as  jaintor 
j  of  (lermania  Hall  until  l^^•0.  and  since  that 
!  time  has  been  janitor  of  Armory  Hall.  He 
is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  of  cliarac- 
tei'.  anil  is  highly  respected  by  a  wide  circle 
ot'  accjtuiintunces.  Julius  E.  was  but  six 
vears  old  wi.en  his  p;irents  canu'  to  the 
I'nited  States.  He  received  his  eilucatiou  in 
the  public  schools  of  i>a  Crosse.  and  in  the 
(ierman  Lutheran  school ;  at  the  aee  of  twelve 
years  he  found  em]iloyment  with  the  J(Jil) 
Paul  Lumber  Comiyany  for  four  seasons;  lie 
then  took  a  positii>n  with  Semsch  Pros..  i,'ro- 
cers,  which  lie  held  fotii'  years.  At  the  end 
of   that  lime  he    determined    to    dt'XDte  some 
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further  time  to  study,  and  spent  one  3'ear 
under  the  instruction  of  professor  Reese,  in 
that  gentleman's  private  school.  On  entering 
the  commercial  world  again  he  worked  a  few 
montlis  for  John  Ran,  and  then  through  in- 
fluential friends  he  received  an  appointment 
in  the  postolfice  of  La  Crosse,  which  he  hel<i 
from  1879  to  1890.  In  March  of  the  latter 
year  he  Ijecame  city  collector  for  the  John 
Gund  Brewing  Company,  and  has  discharged 
his  duties  with  great  satisfaction,  not  only  to 
tlie  company  Ijut  also  to  the  patrons. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Kircheis  enlisted  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's Guards,  was  made  Corporal  in  1880, 
Sergeant  in  1881,  Second  Lieutenat  in  1882, 
First  Lieutenant  in  1883,  and  Captain,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1884.  This  is  the  steadiest  record  of 
promotion  shown  hy  the  com]:)any"s  hooks, 
and  is  prubahly  unparalleled  in  the  State. 
He  is  the  most  efficient  captain  the  company 
has  ever  had,  and  much  of  its  success  has 
come  through  liis  enthusiasm,  energy  and 
military  genius. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  March  14,  1883, 
to  Miss  Emma  Jung,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Magdalene  Jung.  Of  this  union  two  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Julius  and  Fritz.  Mr. 
Kircheis  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men, the  National  Insurance  Society,  the  Ger- 
mania  Society  and  the  Concordia  Society. 


fOHN  C.  BURNS,  wholesale  fruiterer. 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  occupies  a  very 
prominent  position  in  commercial  circles. 
He  was  born  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1863,  where  he  received  his  education. 
His  tirst  business  venture  was  in  his  youth, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  fruit  business,  sell- 
ing a  peck  of  apples  at  a  time  on  the  street. 
The  tirst  business  position  he  held  was  under 
J.   A.   Spier,   whom    he  succeeded    April    1, 


1888.  He  has  made  the  fruit  trade  a 
study,  and  the  i-esult  has  been  a  most  satis- 
factory one.  When  he  began  in  business 
for  himself  his  capital  was  (juitc  limited 
being  a  little  less  than  ^300.  To-day  his 
sales  aggregate  SloO.OOOannnally.  He  owns 
fruit  ranches  in  Calibji-nia,  where  he  raises 
and  packs  su[iplies  for  his  Eastern  trade.  He 
handles  all  kinds  of  fine  fruits,  and  does  an 
exclusive  jol)bing  luisin-iss. 

The  growth  of  the  fruit  trade  in  the  United 
States  in  the  last  decade  has  been  a  plienom- 
enal  one,  and  with  such  a  garden  as  the  State 
of  California  it  is  difficult  to  predict  the 
limits  to  which  American  enterprise  will, 
carry  it.  Mr.  Burns  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  this  trade  in  his 
own  State,  and  his  success  is  not  due  alone 
to  his  business  sagacity,  but  to  his  courteous, 
gentlemanly  bearing,  and  to  his  high  and 
honorable  methods  of  carrying  on   the  trade. 

fB.  HOLWAY. — Rarely  enough  do  the 
surroundings  of  a  lad  correctly  deter- 
**  mine  what  the  man  will  be.  How 
well  this  may  be  proven  we  have  but  to  fol- 
low the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
from  his  humble  and  unaided  beginning.  Hie 
eighteenth  birthday  came,  and,  without  an 
education,  he  was  foiced  to  depend  upon  his 
muscle.  He  went  to  work  in  the  woods  at 
$10  per  month.  This  pleasant  pastime  he 
vigorously  pursued  for  more  than  seven  years, 
during  the  latter  part 'of  which  he  kindly 
accepted  an  increase  in  his  wages,  his  pro- 
ficiency having  become  apparent  to  his  em- 
ployers. The  best  pay  for  any  one  month's 
work  was  $14,  and  this  remuneration  young 
Hohvay  considered  princely.  From  this 
trifling  pay  he  saved  $1,100.  In  1850  he 
was    swept    westward   with   the  tide  of  gold 
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huDters.  ami  spent  three  years  of  fairly  ]ir(itit- 
alile    pursuit    excavatiiit;   in    California   dirt. 
After  fiillv  sating  this  ambition  he  turned  his 
face  to  the  East,  and  aftersonie  travel  located  | 
in    La   Crosse,   and    engaged    in    the   lumber 
business.      In  1S5G  he  ])urchased  a  half  inter-  , 
est  in  a  sawmill  at  Onalaska,  in  companv  with 
C.  M.  Nichols.     This  mill  was  destroyed  by 
fii-e  in  1^5'J.  which  tei'niiiiated  ilieir  business 
relatitjns.       This    loss    almost    wrecked     Mi',  j 
Ilolway.  as   all    his   means    were    herein    in- 
vested. 

Having  trood  citi'ilit  he  then  went  into  the 
lopi'^ing  business,  which  he  ojirrated  aloiu.' 
until  18i;4.  when  Aimer  (iile  becanu'  his 
partner.  In  1S7.J  Mr.  Ilolway  pui-chased 
the  Iloss  sawmill  at  X(.irth  La  Crosse,  which 
was  burned  to  ashes  in  the  spring  of  1S77. 
Reverses  were  coming  fast  enough,  but  .Mr.  i 
Ilolway  knew  no  defeat,  lie  immediately 
rebuilt  u]ion  the  old  site,  incieasing  the  ca- 
pacity and  furnishing  the  whole  with  im])rov- 
evi  machinery  and  apiilianccs.  Two  liunilred 
liaiuls  are  emplnycd.  and  the  annual  transac- 
tions exceed  a  fpuirter  of  a  million  dollars. 
More  than  20.000,000  feet  of  logs  are  sawed 
during  the  season,  and  the  additional  (Uitput 
is  9,000,000  shingles  and  as  many  lath. 

Mr.  Ilolway  owns  25,000  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Clark,  Wood  and  Taylor  counties, 
from  wliicli  his  mill  is  sujiplied  with  logs. 
lie  also  owns  about  2.000  acres  of  farming 
and  gracing  laiuls  in  l-'ai'ibault  county,  Min- 
nesota. 

He  is  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the 
Exchanixe  State  15aid<  of  Xoi'tb  La  Crosse. 
On  the  organizati(ui  ot'  that  institution  in 
1888,  he  was  elc'ted  vice-jircsideiit.  which 
office  he  still  holds;  he  is  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  Hatavian  Bank. 

^Ir.  ilolway  is  a  n.ative  of  the  l'iin>  Tree 
State,  l)orn  at  Madison,  May  5,  1824,  a  son 
of  Zaccheus  and  Azuba  Ilolway;  his  mother's 


maiden  name  was  Jones.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Cape  Cod,  and  a  descendant  of 
Puritan  stock.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable,  liberal  and  energetic  of  men, 
and  has  pursued  a  business  ])oliey  that  has 
won  him  the  I'steem  and  confidence  of  all 
those  with  whom  he  has  had  business  or  so- 
cial relations. 


'-^^  C-  ELWELL,  who  has  for  many  years 
nWv  been  identified  witii  the  aericultui'al 
^^'■^  interests  of  La  Crosse  county,  was 
born  in  Bennington  county,  Vermont,  April 
13,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Chauncey  and  Lydia 
^Munn)  Elwell,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  The  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  contractor  by  trade,  and  also 
manageil  a  country  hotel  and  cultivated  a 
farm.  lie  was  the  ninth  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  and  died  in  Ijcnnington 
county,  Vermont,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years; 
his  wife  lived  to  be  eightv-tliree  years  old. 
They  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  our  su!i- 
ject  being  tiie  second-born;  1'.  Spencer,  a 
younger  brother,  was  for  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  city,  and  held  various 
county  offices.  C.  C.  Elwell  receivetl  a  com- 
mon school  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  entered  upon  the  occujiation 
he  has  followed  through  life,  farming.  It 
was  in  the  year  1*^52  that  he  came  to  La 
Cri'sse  county  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  he 
now  resides;  he  has  experiencei]  the  hardships 
and  tleprivations  incident  to  the  life  of  a 
pioneer,  but  he  had  willing  hamls  atnl  a 
couratreous  heart,  and  as  time  went  on  over- 
canu'  all  obstacle-  that  jiresented  tliemsel\-es. 
He  has  a  beautiful  farm  of  100  acres,  only 
forty  of  which  had  been  broken  whiMi  he  pur- 
(diased  the  tract  of  Thomas  Leonard.  He 
has    a    convenient    hou>e,  with    barns,  sheds 
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and  cribs  for  tlie  care  and  protection  of  live- 
stock and  the  storing  of  grain;  he  is  fond  of 
fruit  culture,  and  lias  sunounded  himself  and 
family  with  many  of  the  comforts  of  modern 
civilizatioTi. 

Mr.  El  well  was  married  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  March  4,  1851,  to  Miss  Catharine 
Preston,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sallie 
(Boweii)  Preston,  of  Monroe  county,  New 
York.  Joseph  Preston  died  March  3,  1848, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-si.\  years;  his  wife  died 
April  25,  1830,  aged  forty-five  years;  they 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Elwell  is  the  youngest.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elwell  has  been  born  one  child.  Ida, 
who  married  Prof.  E.  S.  Tilson,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  lie  was  for  a  number  of  years 
the  principal  of  the  high  school  of  Chippewa 
Falls,  Wisconsin;  his  death  occurred  July  2, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  thirty-tive  years.  Mrs. 
Tilson  makes  her  home  with  her  parents;  she, 
too,  is  a  teacher  by  profession;  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  she  began  to  teach  school  in 
La  Crosse  county,  and  at  the  a^e  of  nineteen 
graduated  from  Ripon  College.  She  has  a 
highly  cultivated  literary  taste,  is  a  writer 
of  no  mean  ability,  often  invited  to  give 
an  essay  nt  pulilic  assemblies.  She  and 
her  parents  are  meml)ers  of  tlie  Congrega- 
tional Church;  for  more  than  thirty  years  her 
father  has  been  treasurer  and  clerk,  but  she 
has  relieved  him  of  the  laliors  attaching  to 
the  clerk's  office. 

Mr.  Elwell  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  and 
has  great  faith  in  the  final  success  of  liis 
party.  He  is  a  man  of  deep  integrity  of 
character,  and  has  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  community. 

Joseph  Preston  was  a  farmer  in  Xew  York, 
and  resided  about  twenty  miles  from  Roches- 
ter; he  gave  the  land  for  the  Erie  canal,  that 
is,  the  portion  wliich  was  necessary  to  make 
the  cut  throuu-h   his    farm.      He    was   one  of 


the  pioneers  of  Monroe  county.  New  York, 
and  was  possessed  of  those  staunch  character- 
istics which  Won  liiui  the  good  will  of  the 
entire  community.  His  son  Daniel,  now 
living  in  Clevelaml,  ser\cd  with  distinction 
in  the  late  war. 

;|fSENRY  LEBBEU.— There  are  a  number 
'•\W\  of  young  business  men  in  La  Crosse 
~M  county,  Wisconsin,  who  by  tlieir  jmsh 
and  energy  have  been  successful  in  tlieir  dif- 
ferent callings,  and  foremost  among  these  is 
Henry  Lebber,  who  tirst  saw  the  light  of  day 
in  Germany  in  ls(53.  His  father  died  in 
Germany  in  1873,  but  the  mother  is  still 
living  and  makes  her  home  there.  Heniy 
Lebber  came  to  the  Uniteil  States  in  1882, 
worked  three  months  in  New  York  city  in  a 
grocery  store,  and  then  came  to  La  (Jrosse, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm  for 
one  year.  He  subsequently  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  five  years,  after  which  he 
bought  a  lot  in  West  Salem  and  erected  a 
good  two-story  brick  building,  26  .k  70  feet, 
which  he  uses  for  business  and  dwelling.  The 
large  hall  on  the  second  floor  is  used  for 
public  purposes.  He  has  an  excellent  liilliard 
hall,  and  also  deals  in  liquors.  He  is  a 
pushing  and  enterprising  young  merchant, 
and  is  deservedly  popular  with  all  with  whom 
he  has  dealings.  He  was  niari'ied  in  1889,  to 
Miss  Emma  Horstman,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Schaffer)  Horstman,  who  reside  in 
La  Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lebber  are  the 
hsppy  parents  of  one  child,  Mary.  They 
hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Bostwick  Yalley,  and  are  liberal  contributors 
to  the  same.  In  politics  Mr.  Lebber  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  public-spirited  and  is 
always  ready  with  energy  and  means  to 
push  forward  any  enterprise  tVir  the  benefit  of 
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Ins  town  and  county.  Hy  his  good  manage- 
ment and  excellent  l)usine^;s  acumen  he  lia>; 
raised  a  good  foundation  tor  a  fortuiic  and  is 
on  tlio  higliway  to  success. 


^■nrr- 


-?/?yTyix-» 


:II.LI.\.M  W.  LEF.TE.  who  lias  heeu 
identified  with  many  nt  the  leading 
l""^J?Ti  enterprises  of  La  ('ro.~>e  county,  is  a 
native  of  New  Haven  county,  ("onneetieut, 
horn  Septemher  2S.  1853.  His  parents, 
William  P.  atid  Zaiila  E.  ((xoodricli)  Leete. 
were  natives  of  the  same  State;  the  father 
was  a  farmer  and  also  tautrht  school;  he  came 
to  La  (Jrosse  valley  in  l'^■"^.  purchased  forty 
acres  of  laixl,  p;iying  slO  an  acre  therefor, 
and  filially  ojiened  a  farm  of  ISO  acres.  lie 
was  (;ne  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  valley 
anil  endured  thf  privations  of  frontier  life. 
He  held  many  of  the  local  offices,  discharo'ino; 
his  duties  faithfully  and  efficiently.  Before 
his  death  he  owneil  220  acres  of  fine  farming 
land,  which  he  sold,  purchasing  fifty  acre-  one 
ami  a  quarter  mile>  from  West  Salem  in 
ISSl.  He  died  May  7.  Isst;,  aged  sixty-four 
years;  his  widow  is  >till  li\ing;  sh"  is  a  woman 
who  has  home  her  sha'-e  of  the  hunlen  in  the 
settlement  of  this  country,  and  cheerfully 
hraved  the  daiiixer^  and  pi'ivat  ions  of  life  in 
the  far  Wes".  ()ursuhjrct  i>  one  of  a  family 
of  eight  children:  Sherman,  who  has  liei'ii 
iirominently  connected  with  tie'  educational 
interests  of  La  ('ro^^e  county,  married  Miss 
Chloe  Slierwin.  and  they  have  two  children: 
Rohert  and  NLiry;  .Joseph  was  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  J.  I'itkin,  and  ti\e  cliildrt-n  were 
liorii  to  them:  Lucv,  Darwin,  Herliert, 
Dwight  and  Helen;  the  mother  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 188.S;  the  second  marriage  was  to  Miss 
Edith  Dana:  (ieorge  married  Miss  Sarah 
C'allahan,  and  one  ilaiigliter  was  horn  to 
them,  named  Lizzie;  the  inotiier  dieii  in  .May 


18S7,  ami  ]\[r.  Leete  was  married  to  iliss 
China  I'earl;  .Mary  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years;  she  was  a  successful  teacher,  and 
had  entered  the  profession  in  her  seventeentli 
year:  AVilliam  W.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Zaida  is  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  ('harles 
White,  of  Minnesota:  Frank  married  Miss 
Zaida  Moraii,  who  ilie(l  three  months  after 
their  union;  he  was  engao-eil  in  teacdiing  in 
the  (iovernmcnt  scdiool  oF  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands, and  had  some  commercial  interests 
there;  his  death  occurred  August  30,  1891; 
Charles  died  at  tiie  age  of  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Leete  has  heen  successfully  engaged  in 
the  profession  of  teaidiing;  winning  tlie 
esteem  and  affection  of  his  pupils  and  the 
confidence  of  the  hoaivl  and  iiatrons,  he  has 
made  the  profession  a  lahor  of  love.  He 
taught  for  eight  years  in  his  own  ilistrict,  and 
accomplished  very  satisfactory  results.  Of 
late  years  he  has  given  more  especial  atten- 
tion to  agriculture  and  kindred  occupations. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Farmers'  Co- 
0[)i'rati\e  Creamery,  located  within  three- 
(juartors  of  a  mile  of  AVest  Salem;  this  enter- 
prise was  inaugurated  in  February,  181)1,  and 
April  1  of  that  year  he  took  charge  of  the 
Imsiness.  During  May  ami  .lunc  the  manu- 
facture was  from  (),<H)()  to  7,0(10  pniinds  (d' 
hatter  weekly;  the  value  of  such  an  cstaMish- 
nient  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  farming  country 
can  scarc(dy  l)e  estimated,  furnishing,  as  it 
does  a  marki't  for  a  large  agricultural  proihict. 

.Mr.  Leete  was  a  resident  ot'  .MinncMita 
from  1878  to  ISSi;  during  that  time  he 
occupied  a  positiiui  on  the  town  board  whi(di 
he  resigned  upon  his  return  to  La  Crosse 
county.  Heisa  man  of  aijvaiu'ed  views,  and 
has  contributed  liberally  of  his  means  to  the 
support  of  public  enterprises. 

lie  was  married  Sejitember  28,  1891,  to 
Miss  Kate  Collins,  a  woman  of  rare  intelli- 
i,'eiice  and  refinement  ami  a  daughti'r  of  A.  !'. 
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and  Jennie  Collins,  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  but  far  many  years  past  residents 
of  Vigo  county,  Indiana;  they  are  now  mak- 
ing their  home  in  Duluth,  Minnesota.  They 
reared  three  children:  Nettie,  wife  of  L.  O. 
Randall;  Mrs.  Leete  and  Nellie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leete  are  the  parents  of  four  ciiildi'en: 
Ruth,  Zaida,  Carrol  and  Howard.  Politically 
our  subject  is  identified  witli  the  I'rohildtion 
party. 


fEORGE  EULER,  Alderman  of  the 
Eighteenth  Ward  of  the  city  of  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  March  22, 
1852,  at  Waldlaubersheim,  in  the  municipality 
of  Windesheim,  district  of  Kreuznach, 
regency  circuit  of  Coblenz,  Germany.  He 
obtained  a  common-school  education  in  the 
evangelical  school  of  his  native  l)irth]ilace, 
wliicli  he  attended  from  his  fifth  year  until 
he  became  fourteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  was  confirmed  in  the  Evangelical 
Communion  Church  at  Waldlaubersheim. 
On  the  completion  of  his  school  coui'se  Iti  1866, 
lie  worked  several  years  for  Surveyor  Mattes, 
and  subsequently  found  employment  on  farms 
and  in  vineyards.  In  1870,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  shortly  ])rior  to  the 
Franco-German  Avar,  Mr.  Euler  emigrated  to 
America,  arriving  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
April  1,  of  the  same  year.  He  worked  as  a 
laborer  the  following  summer  until  the  fall, 
when  he  visited  his  uncle,  Adolf  Huett,  near 
Alma,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
attended  school  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
the  English  language.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
he  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and  was  employed 
I)y  Thonjas  Shimmins  in  hauling  stone.  In 
May  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  one  of 
liis  legs,  and  thereby  was  confined  to  his  bed 
for    three    months,  after    which   he  resumed 


work.  In  November,  1871,  in  com])any  with 
his  brother,  Philip  Euler,  he  went  South  and 
Ibund  employment  in  the  cotton  fields  of 
Arkansas.  In  December,  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Euler  contracted  a  severe  sickness,  and 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  obtain  treat- 
ment in  a  hos])it:il,  where  he  remained  until 
the  latter  jiart  of  January,  1872,  when  he 
returned  to  La  Crosse  and  found  emjiloyment 
as  a  laborer.  September  1,  1872,  he  nbtaineil 
a  position  as  clerk  in  tlie  grocery  store  of 
Philip  Knoth,  where  he  remained  until  July 
1,  1873.  From  July  6  until  November 
6,  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  Poss  in 
Trempealeau  county,  and  November  10  re- 
sumed his  clerkship  with  Mr.  Philip  Knoth, 
where  he  remained  until  June  10,  1871. 
June  21,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  engaged 
by  John  Gund,  Sr.,  to  coTnlnct  the  delivery 
business  of  the  then  Empire  Prewery,  which 
has  since  been  organized  into  the  John  Gnnd 
Brewing  Company,  by  the  joining  of  the 
sons  of  George,  Henry  and  John  Gund,  Jr., 
and  which  position  Mr.  Euler  held  continu- 
ously until  the  present  time. 

May  29,  1877,  he  married  Miss  Minnie 
Johanna  Sewerin,  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
and  they  have  had  four  children:  Emma 
Elizabeth  Frederika,  born  March  7,  1878; 
Johann  Frederich  Wilhelm,  born  April  11, 
1881;  Wilhelm  Berthold,born  March  2, 1883; 
and  Arthur  Philip,  born  July  17,  1S91. 
March  7,  1882,  Mr.  Euler  joined  the  Third 
Ward  Aid  Society,  and  has  ever  since  been 
an  active  member  of  the  same,  serving  on 
various  committees,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  Collector  from  September  9,  1885,  until 
August,  1887,  when  he  was  called  to  assume 
the  duties  of  Comptroller  until  in  ]\Iay.  1888. 
He  was  then  chosen  Financial  Secretary  of 
the  same  society,  which  office  he  holds  at 
the  present  time.  In  the  spring  of  1891, 
when  the  population  of  La  Crosse  had  nearly 


258 


BIOGUAPIIICA  L     Ills  Toil  Y. 


reached  80,000  inhabitants,  he  was  iioniinated 
hy  tiie  Democratic  caucus  lnr  Alderuiati  oi' 
tlie  Eiirhteelith  Ward,  and  was  elected  as 
such  April  7,  1S91.  tor  a  tci-iu  i.f  fnur  vcai-s. 
The  territui'v  coustitutiui;  the  Kii.diteenth 
Ward  was  from  the  center  of  Sixth  sti-eet  to 
the  center  of  Tentli  street,  east  and  west, 
and  scuitli  from  the  center  ot'  .la(d<soii  street 
to  tile  South  line  of  the  city  limits.  In  the 
capacity  of  Alderman  Mr.  Kuler  is  theCliair- 
inan  of  the  iJoard  of  Health  and  also  a  mi'ui- 
her  of  the  Coniinittees  on  Water  Works  and 
llealtii.  In  1873  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Gerinau  Lutheran  Congregation  of  this 
citv.  and  April  3.  1881,  joined  the  insurance 
bi'anch  cd'  the  same  contjrej^ation,  and  has 
retained  his  mendiershiii  in  both  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Ilis  father,  Jacob  Euler.  was  born  March 
14,  1812.  in  the  village  of  Krieg.^feld, 
iJavaria,  (iermany.  He  attended  the  evan- 
gelical school  from  his  litth  to  his  fourteenth 
year,  and  afterwai'd  workeil  on  farms.  In 
18.30  he  moved  to  Prussia,  in  the  district  of 
Coblenz,  and  in  1842  settled  in  Waldlaubers- 
lieini,  where  he  followed  fai'in  work.  He 
was  mai-rieil  iti  January,  184S,  to  Miss 
Katherina  Jacobus,  and  Fcdjruary  5,  1849, 
their  son  Philip  was  born,  and  (ieorije  was 
born  .N[arch  22,  18o2.  Philip  Kuler  came  to 
America  in  18t;7,  and  in  May  (d'  the  same 
year  settled  in  La  Crosse.  In  .\ui;-ust,  1872, 
Jacol)  Euler  and  his  wife  Icit  (iei'many  for 
Auicrica,  arriving  at  I, a  Crosse  about  Sep. 
tendjer  1.  The  father  die<l  i'ebruary  9, 
1887,  at  the  resi<lence  of  his  son  (ieorye, 
and  his  widow,  who  was  born  on  August 
11,  1812,  has  found  a  home,  since  her  hus- 
band's death,  with  the  family  ot'  her  son, 
George  Euler. 

Carl  Sewerin,  the  tuthei'-in-law  of  (Jeoro-e 
Euler,  was  born  in  Postow,  (Germany.  May 
9,  1831,  and  after  the  death  of   hi.-   father  he 


lived  with  his  mother  at  Quitzero.  and  re- 
ceived his  communion  in  the  Evangelical 
Luthei'an  Church  at  Demmin,  in  1845. 
October  1,  1851,  h-  nuurieii  Miss  Maria 
Lowit/..  wh.>  was  born  Ajiril  12,  1827. 
()ct<iber  5,  of  the  same  year.  .Mr.  Sewerin 
entered  the  military  serxice  of  the  Second 
Infantry  Pegimeiit  of  King  Frederick  Will- 
iam cd'  i'russia.  and  was  honorably  discharged 
in  1^54.  The  ftdlowin^'  named  children  were 
born  til  this  union:  Caroline,  born  in  No\'eni- 
bei-.  Ps55.  died  at  Pittsburg  in  December, 
18(i2;  Minnie,  born  July  10,  185s ;  Fred- 
ericka,  bora  January  18,  ISOO;  Ji.ihn  and 
William,  twins,  born  Xoveniber  29,  1805, 
and  William  died  January  10,  18()6.  Mr. 
Sewerin  left  his  native  land  in  October.  1861, 
and  came  to  America,  first  locating  at  Pitts- 
liurg.  and  in  the  early  part  of  1862  came  West 
to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  resideii. 
His  wife  died  July  10,  1S77,  in  this  city,  and 
his  son  John  died  July  16,  1891,  leaving  a 
widow  and  dauixhter,  Ida. 

^■pSjMAXUEL  MAUIvLE.— This  honored 
Vffli  gentleman  is  one  of  best  known  citizens 
j^^  of  La  (^rosse,  Wisconsin,  and  his  long 
residence  within  its  l)order>and  his  well  kimwn 
habits  of  industry  and  perse\'erance  havewon 
for  him  a  wide  cii^cle  of  friends,  i'y  all  he  is 
considereil  to  be  a  model  farmei'.  neat  and 
progressive,  and  id' decided  views  in  conduct- 
ing all  his  operations,  and  he  has  met  with 
the  substantial  success  which  all  concede  is 
well  merited.  He  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1837, 
but  his  ])arents,  George  and  Elizabeth  (Mil- 
ler) MarkU',  were  i'ennsyl\anians,  although 
they  were  niai-ried  in  the  Ibickeye  State 
in  lS3t;.  In  1S43  he  s,dd  his  farm  in  Ohio 
and  moNcd  to  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  and 
about  eiifht  years  later,  or  in  1851,  he  mtived 


BIOGRAPIIIGA  L    JILSTOli  T. 


to  La  Ci'osse  county,  Wisconsin.  His  first 
work  in  this  State  was  as  foreman  in  tlie 
brick  mannfactory  belonging  to  Deacon  Syl- 
vester Smith,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  hail  entered 
160  acres  of  land,  and  in  1853  he  settled  on 
the  place  with  his  family,  which  continued  to 
be  his  home  until  his  death,  March  31,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  widow 
died  February  27,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  having  borne  a  family  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  eldest.  The  other  members  are:  J.  d 
who  married  Naomi  Maxwell,  is  the  father 
of  three  children  and  is  a  resident  of  Color- 
ado; Catherine  A.,  who  married  Henry  Ves- 
tal, of  White  Rock,  Kansas,  is  the  mother  of 
live  children;  (ieorge  W.  is  a  resident  of 
Webber,  Kansas,  married  Mary  Vestal,  by 
whom  he  has  seven  children;  John  is  a  resident 
of  the  old  homestead,  was  mari'ied  to  Sarah 
Lattimer,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children; 
Peter,  who  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  during  the  civil  war,  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness;  Naomi,  who 
married  Peter  Speck  and  died  in  La  Crosse; 
Elnora  (twin  sister  of  Naomi)  married  C. 
Bernet,  and  died  in  St.  Louis  and  Rachel; 
Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Eraanuel  Markle's  opportunities  for  acquir- 
ing an  education  were  confined  to  the  common 
schools,  but  he  judiciously' applied  himself  to 
his  books  and  obtained  a  fair  practical  edu- 
cation. 

After  remaining  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  father  until  1S56,  he  began  trapping,  and 
followed  this  calling  with  success  until  1861. 
He  and  his  brother,  J.  C,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  array  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try, in  which  they  served  for  over  three  years, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  the  "Wilderness, 
Antietam,  second  Bull   Run  and  Gettysburg. 


ed  twice,  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  was 
paroled  on  the  tiehl.  His  iii'other,  J.  C,  was 
shot  through  the  left  arm  at  South  Mountain, 
and  at  the  l)attle  of  the  Wilderness  was  shut 
through  the  right  arm.  Mr.  Markle  was 
married  in  1866  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  and  Maria  Anna  (I)orfel)  Ilan- 
iscli,  who  were  bdrn  in  Austria.  Tliey  became 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Joseph,  who 
was  in  the  Austrian  army  and  died  in  the 
hospital  at  Galetzia,  Ausrria.  They  emi- 
grated to  La  Crosse  in  1861;  Raymond,  re- 
siding at  Lake  City,  Minnesota;  and  Caroline, 
Mrs.  Markle.  The  latter  has  borne  her  hus- 
band the  following  children:  Theodore  M., 
Charles  W.,  Laura  May,  Lillian  Elberta; 
Simon  Peter,  Joseph  E.  and  Harriet  E. 
Four  other  children  died  in  early  childhood. 
Theodore  M.  is  a  mechanical  engineer  and  is 
employed  by  the  Great  Northern  Railroad  in 
North  Dakota.  Lillian  is  attending  com- 
mercial college  at  La  Crosse,  and  is  now 
writincr  in  the  otiiee  of  the  County  Register 
of  Deeds;  Laura  M.  is  a  milliner  at  La 
Crosse,  and  the  others  reside  at  home.  Law- 
rence Hanisch  dieil  August  23,  1886,  aged 
eighty-one  years,  and  Mrs.  Hanisch  died 
January  22,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years. 

In  1867  the  subject  of  this  sketch  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  27,  has  since 
added  eighty  acres  in  section  16;  eighty  acres 
in  section  21,  and  149  acres  in  section  33, 
making  in  all  389  acres — a  fine  farm.  The 
buildings  on  this  place  are  all  excellent,  and 
his  home  is  a  very  pleasant  and  an  extremely 
comfortable  one.  His  principal  business  is 
in  the  raising  of  small  fruits,  and  in  hee- 
keeping.  He  keeps  about  twelve  head  of 
cattle,  three  horses,  also  hogs.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  his  township  for  tne 
past  twenty  years,  and  has  been  elected  town 
Supervisor  on  several   occasions,  and  a  mem- 
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lier  of  the  Sc-liool  Iniard.  lie  mmle  the  r;n-e 
for  A.-fembljiuaii  nf  lii»  (ii.~triet,  hut  liis 
well  known  temperance  proclivities  det'eateil 
him  for  that  .itKce.  lie  i>  a  memhei'  of  the 
I.  ().  G.  T..  1".  A:  A.  M..G.  A.  U.,  and  V.  V. 
I..,  anil  is  a  Denun-i-at  politically. 


nrxOriS  E.  MEASON,  whose  photographic 
wk  '^'^'"^'''J  '*  '*'•  1-^^  North  Third  street.  La 
■^^^  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  the  IJadger  State, 
born  at  Mineral  Point,  Septeniber  1,  LSIS. 
Ills  parents  were  Louis  and  Elizabeth  (Fick) 
Meason,  natives  of  Prussia;  they  were  brought 
to  America  in  their  childhood,  and  were 
mai-ried  at  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin,  in 
1847,  being  among  tiie  ])ioneers  of  the  State. 
The  father  was  a  cal)inetmaker,  and  learned 
his  trade  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  worked  sev- 
eral vt'"'":^-  I"  1S49  he  left  ilinei-al  Point, 
and  journeying  via  the  old  Fremont  route, 
arrived  in  California,  where  he  remained 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  lie  returned  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus,  and  was  ^tricken  with  cholera 
at  St.  Louis,  where  he  died,  in  1850.  His 
widow  married  again,  her  second  husband 
being  Frantz  Eiizeiiroth,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Adam  Soleiii>;  .-he  lives 
at  Mineral  Point. 

Louis  M.  the  subject  of  tlii>  notice,  was 
the  oiilv  chihl  of  tlie  lirst  marriage  of  his 
mother;  Ijv  her  >ccond  union  she  had  three 
children,  and  by  the  third  marriage  three 
daughters.  lie  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Jlineral  Point,  and  took  a  com- 
mercial course  at  liryant  A:  Strutton's  Colh-ge, 
Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1S71.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  July,  IsTl. 
and  engaged  as  a  b(iokkee|per  lor  a  retail 
grocer,  with  whom  he  remained  two  and  lialf 
years.  He  had  maiuiged  to  Jicijuire  a  theo- 
retical    knowledge    of    photiigraphy,    and    on 


.lanuai'V  1.  1^74,  he  forineil  a  part^er^hip 
with  .V.  P.  lvnute^en  tor  tlie  iiurpose  of 
opening  a  first-class  photograph  gallery. 
Later  he  pui-chased  his  partner's  interest,  and 
has  .-ince  ci>ntinned  the  bu.-iness  alone.  He 
employs  all  the  modern  a[t])lianccs  anil  the 
latest  methods  used  in  the  art,  and  does  artis- 
tic work  in  India  iid<  and  crayon.  He  has 
Won  a  wide  patronage,  and  bids  fair  to  attain 
excellent  rank  in  the  protessiim. 

.\I|-.  .Mea>on  uas  luiiteil  in  mari-iage  May 
■Jf).  1^74,  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Kinne.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Katherine  Kinne,  natives 
of  Saxony  and  Prussia  respectively.  Mrs. 
Meason's  mother  die<l  in  Mineral  Point,  and 
her  lather  resides  at  Highland.  Illinois.  She 
is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  two  sons  aiul  five 
daughters.  To  Mr.  and  Mr>.  Meason  have 
been  born  four  children,  the  two  younger 
ones  dying  in  infancy;  those  living  are  Mary 
(ieorgiana  and  Edward  Kinne. 

Our  worthy  subject  has  filled  the  various 
offices  (if  (iateway  City  Lodge  No.  153,  I.  (). 
().  F.,  and  has  attained  the  second  position 
in  the  Patriarchal  Circle.  He  ha>  served  si.\ 
yi'ai's  in  the  Wisctmsin  National  (iuards. 
Third  Regiment,  and  about  .•-e\enteen  years 
in  the  La  Crosse  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 
He  i.^  a  member  of  the  La  Crosse  Board  of 
Trad<'.  and  is  a  zealous  supporter  of  home  in- 
dustries. Politically  he  atiiliates  with  the 
Democi-atic  party.  He  and  his  family  be- 
long to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  (Tiurch.  and 
are  highly  esteemed  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 


T^EV.  ELIAS  P.  HA  lil'.O,  pastor  of  St. 
u"^)  Paul's  Fnited  Lntlici-an  Church,  resid- 
"^  ing  at  (IK)  .Market  street.  La  Crosse, 
was  burn  in  the  pi-o\ince  of  ISerg,  Norway, 
February  •',,  1S5(),  and  is  the  sixth  of  a  family 


BlOaliAPHlCA  /.     U ISTOU  T. 


of  nine  children.  Ilis  parents  were  Hans 
and  Ellen  Mary  Olsen.  lie  was  reared  to 
mature  years  in  his  native  country,  attending 
the  coniinon  school.  Xi  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  he  bade  farewell  to  the  pine-clad 
hills  of  his  native  land  and  crossed  the  sea 
to  America.  Upon  arriving  in  this  country 
he  settled  at  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin,  and  re- 
mained there  one  year  and  a  halt',  working  at 
the  tailor's  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in 
Norway.  Having  determined  to  enter  the 
ministry  he  became  a  student  at  Augsburg 
Seminary,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  pur- 
sued a  classical  course  in  that  institution, 
covering  a  period  of  live  years.  He  then 
took  up  the  theological  course  of  the  Augs- 
burg Seminary,  and  was  graduated  from  this 
department  at  the  end  of  tliree  years;  his  ex- 
aminations covered  a  period  of  two  weeks,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  received  liis  diploma, 
June  6,  18S9.  Immediately  thereafter  he 
was  ordained  and  assigned  to  his  present 
charge.  His  congregation  comprises  tifty- 
Hve  families,  numbering  333  souls.  His 
church  is  located  on  King  street  between 
Fifth  and  Sixth. 

Mr.  Harbo's  mother  died  in  her  native 
Country,  but  his  father  is  still  living;  one 
brother,  Iind,canie  to  America  about  one  year 
after  his  arrival  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Duiuth,  Minnesota,  a  mechanic  by  trade; 
three  of  the  family  are  deceased,  and  tlie 
other  four  are  living  in  their  native  country. 

Our  worthy  subject  was  uiiited  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Martha  Maria  Larson,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin  and  a  daughter  of  Eric  Larson,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin. 
This  union  occurred  December  3,  1889.  One 
child,  Elise  Mathilde,  was  born  in  La  Crosse, 
February  22,  1S91. 

Mr  Harlio  is  a  gentleman  of  broad  and 
comprehensive  views,  and  a  finished  scholar. 
He  addresses  iiis  congregation  in  their  native 


tongue,  although  he  posseses  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  tlie  English  language;  he  is,  in 
fact,  an  accomplished  linguist,  having  passed 
an  examination  in  Latin,  Hebrew,  Greek, 
German,  English,  and  Norsk.  He  owns  a 
large  and  well  selected  library. 

;|T?sENRlKK.E.NlSSEN,M.D.,an!ionored 
''■\m\\  'ncniber  of  the  uuMJical  profession  in 
"^M  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  a  native 
of  Maalselven,  Norway,  born  April  22, 18G4, 
and  is  a  sou  of  A.  E.  and  E.  (Istad)  Nisser:. 
His  father  was  born  in  Tromso,  and  his 
niotlier  in  Stordalen,  Norway.  The  Doctor 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the 
private  schools  of  Christiania,  and  at  the  age 
of  eigiiteen  years  he  entered  upon  the  study 
oi  medicine  in  the  Royal  University  of  that 
city;  he  was  graduated  from  the  classical  de- 
partment in  1S82,  and  six  years  later  received 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  During  one  year  of 
his  college  life,  1887,  he  was  resident  physi- 
cian of  Rotvold  Insane  Asylum.  When  he 
had  completed  his  professional  studies  he  de- 
termined to  visit  America,  and  accordingly 
crossed  the  sea,  landing  in  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, in  February,  1889.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  prc.ifession.  and  suc- 
cess has  attended  him  on  every  hand;  he  has 
won  a  large  practice,  and  his  skill  as  a  prac- 
titioner is  daily  adding  to  the  laurels  already 
won. 

Dr.  Nissen  was  united  in  marriage  May 
28,  1889,  to  Fayette  E.  Nissen,  who  was  born 
in  Norway,  July  15,  ISGi,  of  Norwegian 
parents.  Both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
grandfathers  of  our  subject,  as  well  as  two  of 
his  father's  Ijrothers,  were  honored  members 
of  the  medical  profession.  He  has  passed 
the  State  examination  in  Minnesota,  and  liolds 
a  diploma   from   the    board  of  examiners    of 
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that  State.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  tlie 
treatment  of  the  eye,  and  is  a  devoted  student 
of  the  science  he  has  chosen  for  his  life's 
occupation. 

To  Di'.  and  Mrs.  ^iissen  lias  been  burn  one 
son,  Arvid,  who  tirst  saw  the  light  of  day. 
May  4,  1890,  and  a  daughter,  Daijny,  born 
September  17,  1891.  The  Doctor  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Xorden  Society. 

fOIIN  J.  FRUIT,  attorney  and  counselor 
at  law.  La  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  born  at  l^ima,  (4rant 
county,  March  29,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Perry 
and  Sarah  M.  (Lambkin)  Fruit.  Ilis  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  native  of 
Illinois.  The  parents  reared  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  five  daui,diters,  John  J.  being  the 
fourth-born.  He  obtained  his  elementary 
educatidii  in  tiie  public  sclmois  of  (xrant 
conntv.  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Platfe- 
ville,  AVisconsin.  At  the  age  of  t\vent3'-two 
lie  finished  tlie  course  of  study  in  this  insti- 
tution, and  received  its  diploma.  In  August, 
1871,  he  came  to  La  Crosse  and  was  em- 
ployed as  principal  of  the  Fifth  Ward  school, 
a  position  he  iield  for  four  years,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Third  Ward,  of  which 
he  was  principal  one  year. 

From  liis  boyhood  the  legal  profession  had 
had  its  attractions  for  Mr.  Fruit,  and  duriiii;' 
the  years  he  was  teachinir  he  devoted  his 
leisure  moments  to  studying  the  subject,  jire- 
paratory  to  taking  a  pi'ocribed  course  of  in- 
struction. In  1871)  he  left  the  school-room 
and  entered  the  law  oflice  of  James  I.  J^uides, 
under  whose  direction  he  continued  his  studies 
until  he  became  a  student  in  the  law  deiiart- 
ment  of  the  State  University,  lie  was  grail- 
uated    with  the   (•la.^s   of    1S77,    and    immedi- 


ately after  this  event  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Ffuiid;  this  relationship  existed 
but  si.\  months,  and  Mr.  Fruit  was  alone  in 
practice  until  .June  1,  1880,  when  he  and 
John  Briiidley  formed  a  co-partnership,  which 
has  since  been  continued  uninterruptedly. 
The  tirin  name  is  Fruit  l^  Prindley. 

During  the  year  1S80  Mr.  Fruit  served  as 
City  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools, 
devoting  only  that  Dortion  of  time  which  he 
could  spare  from  his  professional  labors. 
Preferring  to  give  his  whole  energy  to  his 
legal  work,  he  resigned  the  superintendency 
at  the  end  of  the  tirst  year.  He  is  a  close 
and  careful  student,  and  has  a  very  high 
standing  among  the  meml)ers  of  the  bar;  he 
possesses  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, and  has  a  host  of  friends  both  in  and 
out  of  the  profession. 

In  recognition  of  his  ability  as  an  attor- 
ney Mr.  Fruit  was  ajipointed  to  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  Assistant  United  States  At- 
torney for  the  Western  District  of  Wisconsin 
in  April,  1890.  an  ottice  which  he  has  tilled 
with  dignity  and  to  the  complete  satisfaction 
of  the  public.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  was 
elected  District  Attorney  of  La  Crosse  county, 
and  served  five  years. 

Our  worthy  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
December  11,  1877.  to  Miss  Marion  E.  Haw- 
ley,  a  daughter  of  P.  H.  and  Ruth  W.  Haw- 
ley,  of  La  (h'osse.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  V^ermont,  in  which  State  she  also  was 
born.  Her  father  was  a  merchant  during  the 
active  years  of  his  life,  liut  he  is  now  retired 
from  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fruit  are  the 
jiarents  of  four  children :  John  Clyde,  Clarence 
Henry,  Alice  Marion  and  Edna  Ruth,  all 
pupils  in  the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse. 
Mr.  Fruit  is  an  ardent  Iie]>ublican  in  his 
|]olitii'al  couvictions,  and  during  the  local 
camiiaiiriis  does  his  dutv  in  the  canvass.     He 
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and  his  wife  are  lutMiibers  of  the   Congrega- 
tional Chnrcii. 

The  tiria  of  Fruit  &  i'.rimlley  liave  a  tine 
legal  library,  and  an  excellent  location.  What 
is  of  greater  importance,  they  are  personally 
well  adapted  to  the  work,  and  are  an  orna- 
ment not  only  to  the  bar  of  La  Crosse  county, 
but  also  to  the  bar  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 


IjORRIS  HIKSCIIHEIMER,  one  of 
yt  the  enterprising  young  business  men 
^^^  of  La  Crosse,  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  city  since  his  early  childhood,  his  parents 
having  settled  here  in  1855.  He  was  born 
in  Wiirtemburg,  Germany,  January  6,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Fannie  (ILirt) 
Hirschheimer,  natives  of  the  same  country. 
The  father  emigrated  to  America  in  1850, 
making  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and 
consuming  two  months  on  the  journey.  He 
settled  in  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  family  came  soon  after  their  arri- 
val in  America.  There  were  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Morris  enjoyed  the  advantages  atforded  by 
the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse  city.  Having 
attained  his  majority,  he  looked  about  for 
some  congenial  occupation  in  which  to  em- 
bark, and  decided  to  establish  a  foundry; 
this  he  did  in  April,  1865,  the  plant  being 
known  as  the  La  Crosse  Foundry.  He  con- 
ducted this  enterprise  until  1889,  when  he 
disposed  of  the  property  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  tents  and  awnings.  Lie 
makes  a  specialty  of  awmings,  tents,  flags 
and  banners,  employing  a  numlier  of  men  in 
the  busy  season.  He  has  established  a  fine 
trade,  and  has  so  satisfactorily  supplied  the 
demand  that  no  competitor  has  offered.  He 
is  located  at  109  and  HI  South  Fifth  street. 
Mr.    Hirschheimer    was    married    (Jctober 


15,  1876,  to  Miss  Lertha  Al)raham,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Abraham,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin. Three  children  liave  been  born  to 
them:  Hattie,  Louis  and  Clara,  all  pupils  of 
the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  April  20,  1885.  Mr. 
Hirschheimer  was  married  a  second  time, 
June  15,  1887,  to  Miss  MatliiMa  Benjamin, 
a  native  of  Hanover,  (-iermany.  They  have 
no  children.  Our  subject  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  the  order  of 
Chosen  Friends,  and  of  a  Jewish  benevolent 
association  called  B'nai  B'rith.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Anshe  Cheset  Congregation. 

I^TEPHEN  MARTIN  DALE,  Jr.,  attor- 
'^^  ney  and  counseloi-  at  law,  is  a  rising 
^^  young  meinljer  of  the  bar  of  La  Crosse, 
to  which  he  was  admitted  in  18s5.  He  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Stephen  and  Katharine 
(Howard)  Martindale,  a  full  history  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and 
was  born  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse  August  21, 
1859.  Here  he  passed  his  childhood  and 
youth,  attending  the  public  schools.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  lirst  class  that  was  graduated 
from  the  La  Crosse  High  School,  and  in  1876 
he  entered  Beloit  College,  Wisconsin;  this 
institution  conferred  u])on  him  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  in  1880,  and  two  years  later  that  of 
A.  M.  In  1882  he  began  the  study  of  law, 
reading  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Wing 
and  Prentiss  of  this  city,  and  in  1885,  as  be- 
fore stated,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  became  a  student 
in  the  law  department  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
University,  and  took  a  two  years'  course,  be- 
ing graduated  with  lienors  in  1886. 

After  this  event,  a  partnership  was  formed 
between  Stephen  Martindale,  Jr  ,  and  his 
brother,   Edward   S.    H.  Martindale,  who   was 
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born  in  La  Crosse  Noveinher  23,  IStjl.  lie 
received  his  liturai-y  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  La  Crosse,  studied  Uiw  at  home, 
and  afterwards  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  Wisconsin  State  University;  he  was  ex- 
amined before  the  State  Commissioners  and 
admitted  to  practice  in  1887,  before  he  had 
linished  the  course  in  the  University.  It  was 
after  his  return  to  La  Crosse  that  the  part- 
nership of  Martindak"  &  Martindale  was 
formed.  lie  is  now  takiui;  a  post-graduate 
course  in  the  University  ul"  Virginia. 

Stephen  Martindale,  Jr.,  tlie  subject  of  this 
notice,  was  united  in  miriiage  at  Beloit, 
Wisconsin,  in  1888,  to  Miss  Sophia  Rosen- 
blatt, a  daughter  of  II.  Rosenblatt,  a  merchant 
and  manufacturer  of  that  place.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union:  Henrietta 
and  Katharine.  Politically  Mr.  Martindale  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

tW.VRI)  AI.UKR,  M.  I).,  residing  at  221 
South  Seventh  street.  La  Crosse,  was 
®  b(jrn  in  West  Rridgewatcr,  Plymouth 
county,  3Iar-.-achusftts,  .NLirch  9,  1887,  and  is 
a  son  of  Ward  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Howard) 
Alger.  Six  generations  of  the  family  were 
born  in  Plymouth  county,  and  three  of  them 
on  the  same  farm.  The  Doctor  is  the  fecond 
of  three  (diildren:  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  eldest, 
died  at  the  age  of  live  years;  Albert  L.  is  a 
farmer  and  chhI  (lealer  and  lives  on  the  cild 
Ma>sachusett>  homestead.  Dr.  Alger  attended 
the  common  schools  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  wIumi  he  entereii  Pierce  Acad- 
emy at  Middleboi-o;  he  aftei-wari.is  pursued 
the  classical  course  at  I'hillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  was  also  a  stud- 
ent at  Prown  University,  Providence,  Rhode 
Island.  In  1858  his  studies  were  interrupted 
for  a  time  when  he  was  entras/ed  in  teachinir; 


but  he  followed  this  profession  only  tempor- 
arily, and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  was 
ready  to  begin  his  medical  studies.  Wiien 
he  was  choosing  a  profession  he  gave  some 
thought  to  civil  engineering,  and  had  pur- 
sued the  study  for  a  while  when  he  decided 
upon  medicine.  He  did  his  first  reailing  in 
this  line  in  the  ofiice  of  Dr.  Swan,  of  West 
Pridgewater,  and  during  the  winter  of  1858- 
'59  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  Har- 
vard Medical  College.  The  following  winters 
was  a  stuilent  at  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philailelphia,  and  was  graduated  from  this 
well-known  institution  March  9,  IMJI,  his 
twenty  fourth  birth-day,  receiving  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  He  opened  an  office  at  Conton, 
Massachusetts,  near  Boston,  and  continued  in 
practice  there  for  seven  years,  meeting  with 
excellent  success.  The  western  fever,  how- 
ever, had  begun  to  rage  in  Mew  England, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1868  he  came  to  Wis- 
consin and  located  at  La  Crosse.  Here  he 
has  built  u]>  a  tine  j)ractice,  and  has  accumu- 
la'ed  a  competence.  His  college  courses 
were  according  to  the  old  school,  as  were  also 
his  preceptors:  but  he  has  made  a  study  of 
the  homeopathic  system  of  medicine,  and  of 
late  years  has  practiced  according  to  it. 

Dr.  Alger  was  united  in  marriage  January 
8,  1802,  to  Miss  Angenette  M.  Hall,  at  Mans- 
field, Massachusetts.  She  was  born  in  that 
place  April  23,  1842,  her  ancestors  being 
early  settlers  of  New  England.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Ertu'st  Ward,  born  December  20,  1803,  died 
August  20,  1804;  Fannie  E.,  born  Marcii  18, 
1807;  Alice  M.,  born  August  24,  1872,  and 
Clifton  Il.iward.  b,)rn  June  14,  1870.  The 
children  have  received  their  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  La  Crosse;  Fannie  E.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  sciiool;  she  was  mar- 
ried September  14, 1887.  to  Homer T.  Fowler, 
and  resides  at  West  Superior;  her  husband  is 
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president  of    the  State   Bank  of   Wisconsin; 
they  have  tliree  children. 

Dr.  Alger  is  a  member  of  tlie  State  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Wisconsin,  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order  and  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Cluirch. 


JgjARVEY  J.  PECK,  one  of  the  honored 
IfW)  [•'•JiietM-s  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  is  a 
TS<i  resident  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  a 
history  of  this  section  would  not  be  complete 
without  an  ontline  of  his  career.  He  was 
burn  in  Chenango  County,  Xew  York,  and  is 
the  youngest  son  of  a  family  of  four  children 
of  Joseph  and  Ada  (Parker)  Peck,  natives  of 
Vermont  and  Connecticut.  During  his  in- 
fancy his  parents  moved  to  Oneida  county, 
where  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
passed;  lie  attended  the  common  schools  and 
received  .some  academic  training.  In  1838, 
at  the  age  of  twent^'-one  years,  he  came  to 
Wisconsin,  and  for  ten  years  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Then  he  took  up  car- 
pentry, which  trade  he  had  learnetl  while  a 
resident  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  Being 
impressed  tliat  La  Crosse  would  be  a  good 
business  center,  he  decided  to  locate  here,  his 
first  introduction  to  the  place  being  in  1851, 
when  he  was  employed  to  build  a  dwelling 
for  Rev.  W.  H.  Card,  a  Baptist  minister  of 
this  city.  He  followed  building  and  contract- 
ing for  some  years,  principally  at  Onalaska, 
where  he  resided  until  18G4. 

In  1863  Mr.  Peck  was  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  La  Crosse  county,  a  position 
he  held  for  six  years.  In  July,  1870,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Judges  of  the  United  States 
Court  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Tnited 
States  Circuit  and  District  Courts,  which 
position  he  has  since  held,  a  period  of  twenty- 


one  years.  He  has  been  riiited  States  Court 
Commissioner  about  eighteen  years.  In 
connection  with  his  otKcial  luisiness  he  at- 
tends to  a  lai-ge  insurance  business,  and  loans 
money. 

He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Hickey,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Joseph,  a 
resident  of  Onalaska;  Cecelia,  wife  of  H. 
Smith,  a  resident  of  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon; 
Hattie.  the  wife  of  W.  H.  AVadsworth.  a 
resident  of  Madelia.  Minnesota;  and  one  child 
that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Peck  died  in 
1850,  and  six  years  afterward  Mr.  Peck  was 
ma'-rie  !  to  Miss  Carrie  M.  Lawrence,  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State.  No  children  liave  been 
born  of  this  marriao-e. 

Mr.  Peck  has  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  for  many  years,  and  when  a  young  man 
took  an  active  part  in  the  order.  He  and  his 
wife  arc  meinliers  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  having  voted  with  that  body  since  its 
organization.  He  is  a  very  prominent  citi- 
zen, and  is  universally  esteemed  by  his  ac- 
quaintances. In  all  his  official  positions  he 
has  shown  unusual  cajiacity  anil  an  integrity 
of  character  that  has  placed  him  above  the 
corruption  which  has  crept  into  our  political 
system.  For  twelve  years  he  has  been  Notary 
Public,  and  in  this,  as  in  every  other  calling 
of  life  which  he  has  entered,  he  has  discharged 
his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 


f^.ON.    GILBERT    MOTIER    WOOD- 

t  WARD,  of  the  law  firm  of  Losey '& 
Woodward,  was  born  in  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  December  25,  1835. 
He  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  Baltimore, 
being  apprenticed  in  1850.  He  worked  as  a 
ju'inter  and   proof-reader  in  the  latter  citv.  at 
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Upper  Marlborough,  Maryland,  and  at  Wash 
ington,  Di>trict  of  Coliuuliia,  until  tiie  he- 
ginninir  of  the  yt'ar  l^iiO.  In  Washington 
lie  was  cnijiloyed  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time  on  the  jVational  Intcllujenccr.  In 
Feliruary,  IStSO,  he  removed  to  f>a  Crosse, 
and  entered  ujion  the  study  of  law  in  the 
otHne  of  Messmore  ic  Mclvennev.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  131:. ok  Kiver  falls, 
Wisconsin,  Judge  George  Gale  presiding, 
hut  he  did  not  immediately  enter  upon  the 
j)ractice  of  his  profession,  as  it  was  at  this 
time  the  civil   war  broke  over  tiiis  country. 

lie  enlisted  in  the  (.a  ("ros~e  Lii.dit  (/iuard, 
('ompany  1),  Second  AVi>c(insin  Vol u nicer 
Infantry,  May  22,  IStJl.  and  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  ser\-ice  for  three  years, 
June  11,  ISlU,  at  Madison,  Wisconsin.  He 
was  with  his  regiment  in  all  the  (-anipiiii^nis 
of  the  Ai-my  <;if  the  Potomac  until  the 
expiration  of  hi>  term  of  enlistment.  He 
received  various  promotions,  as  follows: 
Orderly  Sergeant  in  September,  18G1;  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Aiiijjust,  1802;  First  Lieuten- 
ant in  September,  18i32,  and  Adjutant  of  his 
regiment  in  June,  ISOii.  He  was  actin>,r  Aid- 
de-Campof  the  Fii'st  liriixade.  First  Division, 
Fii-st  -Vrmy  C'oi-ps  ((-Jeneral  James  S.  Wads- 
worth's  Division),  at  the  battle  of  (iettys- 
burg.  In  this  engagement  he  received  a 
severe  gun^ilot  wound  in  the  rioht  fi.ire  arm. 
His  services  as  Aid-de-Camp  were  continued 
during  the  Wilderness  campaign.  May  5  to 
June  11,  18t;4.  his  division  being  then  a  jiart 
of  the  Fifth  Corps.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  J  une  iiO.  iNbJ, 
when  he  rcturne(l  to  La    Ci-osse. 

In  April  of  the  b)llowing  yeai'  lie  was 
elected  ('itv  Attorney.  In  November,  l^tj."), 
lie  was  ele<;ted  District  .\ttornev  ot'  La 
Crosse  county,  and  was  re  ehi'ted  in  1H()7. 
1809  and  1871.  He  formed  a  law  partner- 
ship   with    S.    S.    Ibirton    in    January.  I>i08, 


which  continneil  until  1870.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  La  Crosse,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  office  two  years.  He  was 
again  elected  City  Attorney  of  La  Crosse  in 
April,  1871).  and  held  that  jiosition  for  sev- 
eral years.  lie  was  a  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional IJlieral  Convention  at  Cincinnati  in 
ls72,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  in  the  same  city  in 
1880.  In  1SS2  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress  from  the  Seventh  District  of  Wis- 
consin, but  was  defeated  when  a  candidate 
for  re-election  in  1884;  he  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  (iovernor  of  Wisconsin 
in  188(),  ftiid  was  a  delegate  at  lai-ge  from 
Wisconsin  to  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention at  St.  Louis  in  1888,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  delegation.  January  1,  1889, 
the  ])resent  law  partnership  of  Losey  ife 
AVoodwai'd   was   formed. 


:'I=^?'F  E.  POLLEYS,  one  of  the  represent- 
'  l/\/'  ative  citizens  of  La  Crosse  and 
."~:~:  '  ex-City  Clerk,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Paring,  Washington  county,  Maine,  May 
4.  I>i51,  anil  is  a  son  of  William  II.  and 
Dora  A.  (Woodcock)  Polleys,  natives  of 
.Xova  Scotia  aj.d  Maine  respectivelv;  the 
father  was  a  lumberman  in  Maine,  ami  en- 
gaged in-  that  business  at  an  early  day.  He 
cami-  Wot  in  1849  when  a  tradini;-  jiost  was 
all  that  was  visible  of  Minneapolis;  later  he 
returned  to  Maine,  and  in  1850  he  came  to 
La  Crosse:  his  family,  however,  did  not  come 
until  the  followini;  year,  when  they  located 
in  .Melro>e.  Mr.  i'olleys  in\e>ted  in  land, 
and  made  a  beaiitifid  home  there.  For  many 
years  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  lumber 
business  on  iilack  I'iver,  and  in  1870  he 
ei-ected  a  steam  sawmill  at  La  Oosse.  In 
18S;.!  he  embarked  in  the   lumber  business  in 


BlOGRAPniOAL    HISTORY. 


Georgia,  and  built  a  large  steam  sawmill  at 
Bainhridge,  which  was  afterward  destroyed 
by  tire.  After  this  he  returned  to  Melrose 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  assisted  materi- 
ally in  the  growth  and  progress  uf  this  county, 
and  has  lent  a  helping  hand  to  all  material 
improvements.  He  enjoys  the  highest  respect 
of  the  entire  community.  He  is  now  in  his 
sixty-ninth  year;  his  wife  died  in  June,  1887, 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  Her  life  was  one  of 
great  activity,  and  she  was  a  woman  of  rare 
force  of  character,  giving  a  strong  vitality  to 
any  cause  she  espoused.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  was  an  un- 
tiring worker  in  the  church  and  Sabbath- 
school.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  PoUeys  were  born 
four  children:  W.  E.,  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice;  Edgar  H.,  Abner  D.  and  Frank  O. 

W.  E.  Polleys  was  educated  at  Galesville, 
Wisconsin,  and  at  the  La  Ch-osse  Business 
College,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in- 
stitution in  1871.  He  was  bookkeeper  for 
his  father,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for 
six  years,  when  he  and  his  brother,  Edgar  H., 
succeeded  his  father  at  La  Caosse  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  the  firm  name  being  FoUeys 
Bros.  They  carried  on  the  business  until 
1884,  when  they  sold  out  and  embarked  in 
the  lumber  liusiness  at  Bainbridge,  Georgia; 
there  they  were  burned  out  within  a  year's 
time,  and  returned  to  La  Crosse.  They  are 
now  engaged  in  the  logging  business  on  the 
Chippewa  river,  and  are  meeting  with  grati- 
fying success. 

Mr.  Polleys  was  elected  Clerk  of  La  Crosse 
in  1887,  and  was  re-elected  in  1889,  serving 
two  terms,  with  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction 
to  his  constituency. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  September  4, 
1878,  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Edwards,  a  daughter 
of  George  Edwards,  and  to  them  was  born 
one  child,  Irene  E.  The  mother  was  called 
from  this   life  June   11,  1891,   at  the  aae  ot 


thirty-seven  years.  She  was  a  woman  of  the 
rarest  traits  of  character,  devoted  to  her  home 
and  family,  and  beloved  by  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintance.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  t'liureh  Society.  Mr.  Polleys 
is  one  of  the  progressive  business  men  of  La 
Crosse,  and  has  always  favored  those  move- 
ments which  have  been  along  the  line  of  ad- 
vancement. Politically  he  is  identitied  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  thoroughly 
posted  upon  all  the  leading  issues  of  that 
body. 


^ATPJCK  KEAVEX  Y,  who  has  for  many 

'Q:  years  been  connected  with  the  railroad 
~^  l)usiness  in  J>a  Crosse  county,  was  boi-n 
in  Ireland  in  1831,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Feiney)  Keaveny.  The  father  died  in  his 
native  land,  and  the  mother  is  still  living, 
now  a  resident  of  La  Crosse,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  They  had  born  to  them 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  having 
homes  in  La  Crosse.  Patrick  Keaveny,  the 
subject  of  the  following  biography,  acquired 
an  education  in  the  old  country,  and  was 
trained  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  Until 
he  was  thirty-live  years  of  age  he  followed 
this  calling,  and  then,  believing  greater  op- 
portunities would  be  offered  him  in  America 
than  in  his  own  country,  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  The  tirst  work  he  did  was 
in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  remainci.l 
about  six  months;  thence  he  came  to  La 
Crosse,  arriving  here  in  1866.  The  river 
packet  business  was  then  in  its  prime,  and 
for  two  years  Mr.  Keaveny  was  in  the  employ 
of  Davidson  &  Co.,  in  their  packet  ware- 
house. 

In  1868  he  began  his  career  as  a  railroad 
man,  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 


BIOGIiM'HICAL    HI  STORY. ^ 


kee  &  St.  Paul  IJailroad  Company,  and  after 
a  few  years  of  faitlitul  service  lie  was  made 
section  foreinaii.  ;i  ]l0^ifion  lie  still  holds. 
During  his  twenty-one  years"  eoiineetion  with 
this  rriad,  there  has  never  lieen  an  accident 
that  was  due  to  liis  neglect,  which  is,  indeed 
a  comforting  reflection. 

]\rr.  Keaveny  is  a  meniher  of  the  Ancient 
Orderof  Hibernians,  of  tlie  Catholic  Knights 
of  Wisconsin,  and  of  the  Total  Abstinence 
Society.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  snp- 
])ortirig  lliose  men  whom  he  esteems  best 
titleil  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  pub- 
lic office. 

In  18t)2  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Ire- 
land, to  Miss  Bridget  AValsh,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Catharine  (Cnsack)  "Walsh.  Mrs. 
Keaveny's  father  was  .a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  lived  and  died  in  his  own  country;  her 
mother  still  survives,  a  resident  of  the  Emer- 
ald I^le.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Keaveny  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Mary,  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Kelley,  of  the 
board  of  public  works.  La  Crosse;  Catharine, 
the  wife  of  William  Cragen,  is  the  mother  of 
three  children;  .John  isliving  in  Washington; 
Sabine  and  Deli.a  are  bntli  in  La  Crosse; 
Bridget  die<l  at  the  age  of  three  years,  five 
montlis  and  three  days.  The  family  are  a 
dev<iiit  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

fOHX  M.  CIIILDERS,  senior  memb(.r.,f 
the  firm  of  .1.  M.  Childers  iV  Cci..  cut- 
stone  contractors,  is  a  native  ot'  the  State 
of  Ohio,  born  at  Letartville,  Meigs  county. 
May  24,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Samiud  and 
Edith  (I'.radtield)  Childers.  The  father  was 
a  slioemaker  liy  trade,  and  was  a  native  of 
Virginia.  The  liradlield  and  Childers  r.ami- 
lies  weri'  descende<l  t'nuii  the  sarnie  aiu'cstors. 
About  the   year   lS5s   Samuel    K.  Childers 


renio\ed  with  his  family  tn  La  Crosse. 
Cdiiiing  fi-din  Ma-oii  via  tlu'  ()]iio  river  down 
to  the  Mississipjii.  and  fheiiee  u])  the  latter 
river  to  I, a  Crosse,  where  (lur  subiect  ]iassed 
his  youth.  Here  he  learned  the  stone- 
cutter's trade,  and  has  since  February  17. 
lM)'.t,  been  identitieil  with  this  indur-try.  In 
1S85  he  formed  a  partnershi])  with  Tl.omas 
O'Conner  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
the  stone  contracting  business,  and  they  have 
built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  trade. 

Mr.  Childers  was  united  in  inariuagc.  June 
11.  1S8(),  ill  tlie  city  of  La  Crosse,  to  Miss 
Minnie  1!.  Ib-abender.  ot  this  jihice,  a  daugh- 
ter (if  Jacob  Brabender,  a  native  of  Cer- 
many.  Of  this  union  two  sons  have  been 
born:  John  M.,  Jr..  June  22.  Is84.  and 
George  Roy.  September  25,  1886. 

Mr.  Childers  is  a  man  of  broad  jmblic 
spirit,  and  has  liiierally  sustained  tlmse 
movements  which  have  had  f(U-  their  object 
the  upbuilding  of  the  city  and  county.  He 
is  an  active  inember  of  the  Builders'  Ex- 
change of  La  Crosse,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  business  men. 

^  XCtUS  CAMERON,  of  La  Crosse,  was 
b-orn  ill  the  town  of  Caledonia.  Livings- 
ton cnunty,  Xeu-  York.  July  4-,  1826. 
He  received  an  academic  education,  read  law 
at  liuffalo,  and  graduated  fi-oni  the  Xatiomd 
Law  Sehoi'l  at  I'.allston,  Saratoga  cminty, 
Xew  Yiirk.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Albany  in  April.  1852. 

lie  married  Mary  liaker,  of  Urbana,  Steu- 
ben cou'..tv,  New  '^'ork,  February  21,  ls56, 
and  removed  to   La  Crosse   in   1857. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Senate 
in  LSt;:i  ISCI.  1871  and  1872.  and  of  the 
Assembly  of  Wisciuisin  in  iSCii  and  18t;7, 
and  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  in  18()7. 


/^^^.^    O/t'^/. 
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He  was  a  llegent  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  for  nine  years,  from  1860  to  1875, 
and  was  United  States  Senator  from  AViscon- 
sin  fur  ten  years,  from  Mareli  4,  1875,  to 
March  4,  18S5. 


fREDERICK  WILLIAM  MOULD,  plio- 
tographer,  413  Sontli  Tiiird  street.  La 
Crosse,  is  a  native  of  Baraboo,  Wiscon- 
sin, born  March  4,  1857.  His  parents, 
Mattliew  and  Jane  (Islip)  Mould  were  natives 
of  England,  the  father  being  born  in  North- 
amptonshire, and  the  mother  ill  Lincolnshire. 
Tiiey  emigrated  to  America  in  1850,  and 
located  in  Newport,  New  York,  where  thej 
resided  six  or  seven  years,  snbseqnently  re- 
mother  still  resides.  The  father  died  in  1890, 
at  sixty-seven  years  of  age. 

Of  the  family  there  were  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  Frederick  W.  is  the 
youngest;  ]\Iary  J.  is  the  widow  of  A.  An- 
drews; Mattie  married  Henry  Marriatt; 
Matthew  Henry  married  Miss  Jennie  Buck- 
ley; he  is  engaged  in  the  book  and  stationery 
business  at  Baraboo;  Simmons  I,  married 
Miss  Emma  Burdick  of  Madison,  Wisconsin, 
and  is  a  photographer  at  Baraboo. 

Frederick  W.  leceived  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Baraboo,  and  then  began 
the  study  of  photography  with  his  father, 
who  had  followed  that  profession  since  1857. 
In  1880  he  established  himself  in  business  in 
La  Crosse,  being  associated  for  a  time  with 
his  father.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  became 
sole  owner  of  the  business  and  has  since  con- 
ducted it  alone.  He  employes  all  of  the 
latest  improvements  in  the  photographic  art, 
and  uses  the  instantaneous  process.  His 
work  is  first-class  in  every  respect,  and  his 
patronage  extends  throughout  this  and  two 
adjoining    counties;    and    he    does    a    larger 


business  than  any  other  photographer  in 
Western  Wisconsin.  lie  also  does  very  tine 
work  in  India  ink  and   crayon. 

Mr.  Mould  was  united  in  marriage  Sep- 
tember 3,  1881,  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Sorensen  of 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  She  was  born  in  that 
city  December  8,  1859,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
David  T.  Sorensen,  a  j)rominent  lumber 
dealer  and  contractor  of  Madison.  i\lr.  and 
Mrs.  Mould  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Ida  Florence,  born  January  5,  1884,  and 
Gertrude  Lora,  born  September  28,  1890. 
Mr.  Mould  is  indejiendent  in  political  matters 
and  sustains  no  society  or  church  relations. 

;^EOKGE  W.  BRICE,  real-estate  dealer, 
wW  ^^^  Crosse,  Wisconsin. —  At  the  present 
^W^  time  there  is  great  acti\ity  in  the  realty 
market,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  city  have  such  advan- 
tages been  offered  to  secure  desirable  property. 
Among  those  active  in  real-estate  operations 
is  George  W.  Brice,  who  is  also  engaged  in 
the  loan  and  insurance  business  at  116  North 
Third  street.  He  is  a  native  of  Franklin 
county,  Berkshire  township,  Vermont,  born 
February  9,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
and  Lucy  (Wilbur)  Brice,  natives  of  N"ew 
London,  Connecticut,  and  Rutland,  Vermont. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  in  early  life,  but 
later  engaged  in  otlier  operations.  He  was  a 
private  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  for  services 
rendered  received  a  pension;  he  came  to 
Wisconsin  in  1843,  and  with  his  family  set- 
tled on  a  farm  at  Sugar  Creek,  Walworth 
county,  where  they  remaine<l  until  1855;  in 
that  year  they  came  to  La  Crosse  county  and 
settled  on  what  is  known  as  Brice's  prairie. 
There  the  parents  died,  and  their  remains 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  near  the  old 
homestead.     Of  the  ten  children  born  (if  this 
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union,  two  died  in  early  childliood,  four  i  have  inspired  suc-li  confidence  and  a  faitlif'ul 
dauj^liters  remained  in  the  East,  and  four  sons  performance  of  d\ity  only  could  have  secured 
came  West.  The  father's  death  occurred  No-  ,  its  continuance.  In  all  hi.-;  otHcial  relations 
vetnber  11.  1874,  in  his  eij^hty-sixth  year,  he  rendered  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction, 
and  the  mother  died  July  26,  18()5,  at  the  He  was  again  elected  Supervisor  in  the  spring 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  They  wi-re  for  of  I'^'Jl.  for  the  Fourteenth  Ward  of  the 
many  years  devout  niemliers  of  the  Methodist     city. 

Episcopal   ("hur'li.      Of  their   sons.    Charles  He  is   suceeedinir    well    in    the   real-estate 

V.  is  now  living  at  Hillhnrst.  in  the  State  of  and  insurance  husiiiess.  and  has  earned  a 
Wasliingtoii;  Milton  and  (.ii>orge  W.  enlisted  well-merited  reputation  for  the  conscientious 
on  the  same  day,  Fcliruar\-  2S,  ISti^.  in  Com-  and  efficient  mannei-  with  which  he  conducts 
pany  I,  Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  atfiiirs  intrusted  to  his  care.  He  is  holding 
Infantry,  .\rmy  of  the  I'otomac;  another  son,  j  his  third  commission  as  Xotary  Public. 
Robert,  enlisted  February  25th  of  the  same  \  Mr.  Brice  was  married  May  8,  1861,  to 
year,  in  the  same  com{)aiiy.  Their  regiment  Miss  Eliza  Couitright,  a  native  of  Hlinois, 
was  in  the  battle  at  the  crossing  of  the  North  and  a  daughter  of  Ansel  Courtright,  who 
Anna,  the  Petersbur<i;  camjiaij^n,  Spottsyl-  |  went  to  California  in  IS-IO.  and  died  there 
vania  and  Cold  Harbor:  in  the  last  battle,  i  some  time  the  following  year.  The  children 
June  3.  l'^t^)-l.  Milton  lirice  was  killed;  lie  born  of  this  union  are;  Harvey  C,  who  is  a 
was  but  thirty-two  years  of  age.  At  tiietime  ;  civil  engineer  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
of  the  surrender,  (TOiirge  W.  lirice  was  near  [  the  Great  Northern  Railroad  for  four  years; 
A|)pomattox  <in  his  way  from  Buck's  Run.  '  he  has  also  held  the  ofHee  of  ( "ounty  .'^nrvevt)r 
In  Jnne,  IStio,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  '  one  term;  Robert  K.  is  a  clci'k  in  the  insui-- 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  there  mustered  out  j  ance  business  with  his  father  whom  he  sei'ved 
of  service,  July  12,  of  the  same  year.  |  as  Deputy  Registrar  of  Deeds  during  his  last 

At'ter  the  war,  farming  engaged  the  atten-  I  term  in  that  office;  Florence,  who  died  at  the 
tion  of  Mr.  Brice,  until  1870,  when  he  em-  '  age  of  two  years;  and  Myrtle  G.,  still  living, 
barked  in  the  farming  implement  and  pump  j  Mrs.  lirice  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
i)usiness,  in  which  he  was  unusually  successful,  |  Episcopal  Church. 

continuing  the  same  until  his  electi(jn  to  the  \  Mr.  lirice  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs 
office  of  Rejristrar  of  Deeds  for  La  Crosse  I  of  ( )ild  Fellowship,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
county.  blue   lodge,    .V.  F.   I'v:  A.  .M.,  having  lieen  W. 

Mr.  lirice  has  ha<i  an  extensive  experience  '  AT.  of  tlie  lodge  at  Onalaska  tor  two  years; 
in  oliiciallifc.  He  held  the  position  of  Con-  he  belongs  also  to  the  chapti'r  and  com- 
stable  the  first  year  he  wa-  a  voter,  and  later  mandry.  In  polities  he  has  always  been  ac- 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace;  he  was  tivelv  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
elected  Assessor  of  the  town  of  Onalaska  in  In  business  afi'airs  he  has  been  quite  prosper- 
1870,  holding  that  position  six  yeai-s.  and  ous;  had  his  only  purpose  been  to  accumulate 
served  on  the  ('ounty  l>oard  about  nin(- years,  he  woidil  today  take  high  rank  among  tiic 
being  chairman  of  the  same  three  years.  He  wealthy  men  of  La  Crosse,  but  his  aim  lias 
was  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds  in  18*^4,  and  been  loftier,  nobler;  his  means  luivc  been  dis- 
served six  years,  three  ti'rms,  in  that  capacity .  trihuted  with  a  liiieral  hand  as  many  can 
-\  manly  and  ti-ustworthy  character  only  could      attest,  and    those    who    have    s.ought    his    aid 
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have  been  generously  helped  along  life's 
rugged  pathway.  In  iiis  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-citizens,  lie  has  been  found  true  to 
every  trust,  competent  and  faithful  in  every 
position  to  which  he  has  been  called,  honor- 
able and  upright  to  the  utmost  degree. 


tIRAM  G.  MILLER,  Eclectic  physician 
and  surgeon.  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  at  Virgil,  Coi'tlaud  county,  >iew 
York,  March  30,  1825,  and  is  a  sou  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Julia  (Garrett)  Miller.  The  mother 
was  born  at  Sharon,  Connecticut,  of  English 
ancestry;  the  father  was  a  native  of  Williams- 
town,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  house  of  Hamilton.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-nine  years  from  the  effects 
of  a  fall;  he  was  a  schoolteacher  for  more 
than  forty  years.  The  family  was  one  of 
professional  men,  numbering  among  the  dif- 
ferent generations  many  educators;  they  were 
large  of  stature,  some  measuring  six  feet, 
three  and  a  half  inches,  and  were  a  long-lived 
race.  Hiram  G.  is  the  eldest  son  and  second 
child  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  years  he  removed  with  his 
father's  family  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he 
received  his  elementary  education;  he  entered 
Shurtleff  College  at  Alton,  Illinois,  in  1S47, 
and  two  years  later  he  was  caught  in  that 
mighty  tide  of  emigration  that  swept  to  the 
gold  fields  of  California;  he  went  overland 
via  the  southern  route,  and  was  engaged  in 
mining  in  the  Yuba  River  locality  for  two 
years,  meeting  with  fair  success. 

When  he  returned  to  his  home  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  preceptorship 
of  Dr.  L.  C.  McKeuney,  at  Burlington,  Iowa; 
he  pursued  his  studies  for  live  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  practice  at  Rosefleld,  Illinois. 


He  afterwards  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  ISli'.t.  lie  then  rem  -ved  to 
La  Cross;',  where  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
his  profession  for  the  past  twenty-tiiree 
years.  He  has  been  eminently  successful, 
and  has  established  a  fine  reputation  as  a 
skillful  and  trustworthy  pliysirian.  His  pa- 
tients are  not  found  alone  in  La  Crosse 
County,  but  come  from  distant  points. 

Dr.  Miller  was  married  July  IH,  1868,  to 
Miss  Virginia  E.  McKenney,  elde.^t  daugliter 
of  Dr.  L.  C.  aud  Lucinda  (Clarke)  McKenney, 
of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  Dr.  McKenney, 
wlio  was  the  tutor  of  Dr.  Miller,  was  a  promi- 
nent physician  in  Burlington  Iowa,  but  ujion 
his  removal  to  La  Crosse  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  law,  in  onler  to  avoid  the  ex- 
posure attendant  upon  active  medical  practice. 
He  died  in  this  city  April  19,  1887;  liis 
widow  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  La  Crosse. 
There  were  seven  children  in  the  McKenney 
family,  four  of  whom  are  living.  To  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  have  been  born  tivcM'liiJdren: 
Le«"is  Benjamin,  James  Leslie,  and  Charles 
Willis,  are  deceased;  Virginia  E.  and  Hiram 
G,  Jr.,  are  aged  eleven  and  eight  }ears  re- 
spectively. Mrs.  Miller  is  a  worthy  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Doctor  is  an  active  member  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  having  allied  himself  with  that 
moral  reform  in  1887.  He  was  formerh'  a 
Democrat. 

IIARLES  J.  ALDEX,  United  States 
Pension  Claim  Agent  ami  War  Claim 
^^  Attorney,  La' Crosse,  was  born  in  Mon- 
roeton,  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
5,  1844.  From  an  examination  of  a  carefully 
prepared  genealogical  record,  we  tind  that  our 
subject  is  a  direct  desi'endant  of  John  Alden, 
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wlio  lauded  on  Plynioiith  Rock  December 
20,  1020.  Tlie  pareiitt;  of  ^Ir.  Aldeii  wcri' 
Sylvester  W.  and  Frances  (Wilcox)  Aldoii. 
natives  of  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  wa.*  horn  Marcli  19,  1810.  aiul  the 
ninthtr  .Inly  HI,  1S15.  The  former  uas  a 
6011  of  Tini()thy  Ahlen,  he  the  non  of  Israel, 
he  the  second  son  of  liev.  Noah  Alden,  antl 
he,  the  youngest  son  of  John  Alden,  horn  in 
l()0-4,  and  he  the  son  of  Joseph,  horn  in  1024, 
and  he  the  son  of  John  Alden.  from  wJKiin 
the  family  in  America  has  sjii-nni;-;  he  was 
born  in  Duxhury.  Englan<l.  in  15'JO.  The 
The  father  of  our  subject  lemnxcd  his  family 
to  Wisconsin,  and  became  lieavily  interested 
in  liimljerini.^  in  the  \icinity  of  Green  Bay, 
at  which  jilace  he  .li(<i  July  13,  ISSl.  llis 
wife  died  at  ^Munroeton,  Pennsylvania,  Aug- 
ust 29,  1S47.  Two  sons  comjirised  their 
family,  De  Alanson  T.  being  the  elder,  and 
Charles  J.  the  younger.  The  ln'others  en- 
listed in  Company  LJ.,  Twenty-tirst  AVisci  n- 
sin  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  15,  18G2. 
De  AlansoTi  died  of  di?ease  contracted  in  the 
service,  June  2,  18G1.  Charles  J.  had  a 
jieculiiir  and  \aried  military  career.  His  first 
initiation  lieing  in  Kentucky  in  pursuit  of 
the  i(  1  el  (ieneral  Brfigg.  He  first  partici- 
jiattd  in  l-attle  at  rerryville:  here  his  regi- 
Uicnt  suffered  ten  ildy.  and  after  participating 
in  many  riilur  battles  he  was  disabUd  from 
active  service  and  dechircd  iiiitit  lor  duty.  He 
«as  assigiud  to  duty  at  Ceneral  Carrington's 
liead-quartera  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  later 
on  he  was  Iransferred  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Ilovey,  wheie  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  wa>.  mustered  out  of 
.service  tlune  'M).  l^t)^). 

He  then  jnined  his  father  at  (irecn  Bay, 
Wisconsin,  and  was  engaged  in  tln>  lumhcr 
biibincs,-  until  InTO,  when  he  located  at  'i'o- 
mah,  Monroe  county,  A\'i>C(insin,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  tiade:    he   !iad   a 


branch  establishment  in  Oakdale,  Wisconsin. 
In  1870  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricult- 
ure and  operated  a  larm  tor  three  years.  He 
was  married  at  A'ew  Lisbon,  Wisconsin,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1872,  to  Antoinette,  daugliter  of 
Joseph  and  Dorcas  Davidson.  To  them  four 
children  have  been  horn:  Frances  May,  Syl- 
vester W.,  Leola  and  Charles  J.,  Jr.  Mr. 
Alden  is  a  liepublican  in  politics.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  to  the  I.  U. 
().  F.,  and  to  Wilson  Caldwell    Post.  ISo.  38, 

(;.  A.  VI. 

Some  twelve  years  ago  Jlr.  Alden  engaged 
in  the  pension  and  war-claims  business,  and 
established  an  office  at  Tomah,  Wisconsin. 
Sulisequently  he  remo\ed  to  Sparta,  and  after 
three  years  there  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  the 
rapid  increase  of  his  busincbS  rendering  it 
necessary  for  him  to  place  himself  witliin 
reach  of  bettei-  railroad  and  mail  facilities. 
During  tlie  year  ju^t  jiassed  8.j,0(X)  let- 
ters were  sent  out  from  his  office,  besides 
many  tlioufand  ciiciilars.  Fully  §2,000 
are  spent  annually  in  advertising.  He  lias 
been  instrumental  in  securing  the  alkiwance 
of  claims  from  exi^r^j  State  in  the  Union.  A 
close  application  to  business,  with  ani]ile  fa- 
cilities and  access  to  records  renders  Mi-. 
Alden  a  very  successful  [iractitioiier  in  his 
line.  He  has  accumulated  valuable  records 
and  information  relative  to  the  pension  laws, 
having  full  files  of  circulars  and  legal  docu- 
ments issued  by  the  Pension  Dejiartinent. 
To  give  an  idea  of  his  increase  of  business 
since  1888,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  number 
of  claims  allowed  in  that  year  was  seventy- 
two,  and  in  1S9(),  937. 
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ATT.   WAN.NFliO,   dealer    in    staple 
and  fancy  groceries,  tb.iiir,  provisions, 
butter,    etc.,    at     La    Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  has  gaiinnl  a  front  jiositiou  in  his 
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line  of  trade,  and  numbers  among  his  patrtins 
some  of  the  best  families  of  the  city.  The 
stock  he  carries  consists  of  a  full  line  of  the 
choicest  articles  to  be  found  in  the  tnarket, 
and  are  to  be  obtained  at  most  reasonable 
prices.  Mr.  Wannebo  was  born  in  Norway, 
August  18,  1S51,  being  the  youngest  uf  four 
children  born  to  Lis  parents,  who  were  l)orn, 
reared  and  died  in  Norway.  Two  of  the 
children,  besides  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
reside  in  La  Crosse  county,  and  one  resides 
on  a  farm  in  Minnesota.  On  a  farm  in  Nor- 
way Matt.  Wannebo  was  reared,  but  in  1870 
he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  La  Crosse 
county,  and  for  some  time  worked  by  the 
month  on  a  farm.  His  brother  Andrew  set- 
tled on  a  farm  here  in  1865;  Otto  came  to 
this  country  in  1867,  and  the  sister  Annie, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Louie  Knudsen, 
came  thitlier  in  1869.  After  one  year  spent 
as  a  farm  hand,  Matt.  Wannebo  went  to  the 
pineries  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  as  a 
millwright  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  La  Crosse  and  built  the  handsome 
store  building  in  which  he  is  now  doing 
business.  Its  dimensions  are  24  x  80,  two 
stories  in  height,  and  it  is  located  in  a  con- 
venient district  for  trade,  at  the  corner  of 
Clinton  and  Caledonia  streets.  Every  facil- 
ity for  the  prompt  transaction  of  business  is 
here  to  be  found,  and  in  all  respects  it  is  an 
A  1  house  and  a  representative  one  in  the 
grocery  business  of  the  city.  Butter  and 
eggs  are  received  direct  from  the  producers, 
and  all  kinds  of  the  best  fruit  and  vegetables 
that  are  in  season  are  to  be  obtained  at  his 
establishment.  Upon  coming  to  America  he 
was  compelled  to  borrow  money  with  which 
to  pay  his  passage,  but  he  is  now  in  inde- 
pendent circumstances  and  has  the  satisi'ac- 
tion  of  knowing  that  his  present  success  is 
due  to  his  own  pluck  and  industry.  He  is  a 
broad-spirited,    liberal-minded    man,    of    the 


highest  Inisiness  capacity,  and  honored  in  all 
circles  of  society.  He  has  held  the  positions 
of  Alderman  and  Supervisor  with  ability  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  his  influence 
has  always  been  given  in  support  of  educa- 
tional, social  and  moral  interests.  Sejitem- 
ber  27,  1882,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Otilia 
Evanson  was  celebrated.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Norway,  and  her  niuther  is  now 
an  old  resident  of  La  Crosse  countv.  Her 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  llebellion,  serving  from  the  be- 
ginning until  the  close.  Mrs.  Wannebo  and 
a  single  daughter,  Emma,  are  their  only  sur- 
viving children,  the  latter  being  also  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wannebo 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Henry,  Morris,  Arthur,  George  and  Eva. 
Mr.  Wannebo  is  a  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F., 
of  which  he  is  a  zealous  and  active  member. 


iARSHALL  CONANT,  a  highly  re- 
.5|B\V|Jl(  spected  citizen  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
^^^  consin,  was  born  at  Malone,  Frank- 
lin county,  New  York,  and  is  the  youngest 
son  of  Leonard  and  Eunice  (Rates)  Conant. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Windsor  county, 
Vermont,  and  removed  to  New  York  about 
1820,  where  they  were  married,  at  Fort  Cov- 
ington. The  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  January  28, 
1758;  the  maternal  grandfather,  Joseph 
Bates,  was  born  at  Middleboro,  Massachu- 
setts, March  10,  1762,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
tiie  Revolutionary  war;  he  married  Miss 
Lucy  Lee,  who  was  born  in  Windsor  county, 
Vermont,  October  28,  1761;  she  died  at  Ma- 
lone, New  York,  July  13,  1862,  in  her 
ninety-eighth  year.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born    November  24,  1795,  and  died 
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at  Maloiie.  New  York,  Feliruary  6,  ISSO. 
His  latluT  \v;is  twife  inai-ried:  his  tirat  wife 
was  ^lis-  Lucy  ClL-velaiid.  a  native  uf  I'mii- 
fret.  Veniiniit.  aini  une  eliiliJ  was  Imrn  of  the 
union,  Liiev.  who  married  Iletiry  1'.  .liai- 
son. Tliere  were  two  eliildren  of  tiie  seeond 
marriage:  Azro  1!..  imw  a  re>ident  of  Ma- 
lone.  New  York,  and  tiie  >uliject  of  this 
notice. 

Marsliall  Conant  was  edneated  in  tlie 
public  schools  and  at  I'ranklin  Academy. 
Malone.  New  York.  At  the  early  age  of 
si.\teen  years  he  began  teaching  s(diool,  and 
followed  the  profession  until  1S4S;  during 
these  years  his  leisure  time  was  devoted  to 
tlie  study  of  law.  In  his  youth  he  was  a 
music  ]>upil  of  Lowidl  Mason,  of  luiston,  and 
sang  oneseasdU  in  his  choir.  He  was  jireseut 
at  the  noted  celehration  on  ISunkerllilK  dune 
17,  1S4-3,  when  Daniel  AVebster  delivered  his 
meinDral)le  oiation  on  the  comjiletion  of  the 
Bunker  Hill  monuuu-nt.  lie  taught  both 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  until  18-lrS, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  ])ractice  as  an  at- 
torney at  a  general  term  of  the  Sujireme 
Ccuirt  at  Canton,  St.  l^awreuce  county.  Xew 
York.  He  was  eut^aged  in  legal  work  at 
Malone,  New  York,  until  Octolier,  1851, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  a  jiositiou  in  tiie 
general  ofKces  of  what  is  now  known  as  the 
A'erinont  Ci'Utral  liailway  .system.  He  was 
promoted  from  otie  position  to  another  until 
lie  was  made  chief  clerk,  having  charge  of  all 
the  books  of  the  company.  In  December, 
18f56,  he  came  West  as  land  commissioiu'r 
for  the  Southern  ^nnne-cita  Kaili'oad  ('(un- 
iiauy.  and  served  in  that  cajiacity  until  Au- 
gust, 1ST2,  with  !iead(|nartei-s  at  i,a  Cmsse. 
Wisconsin.  Subsetpicntly  the  (itlices  were 
removed  t<>  Wells,  Minin'sota,  but  wei-e  I'e- 
turned  to  La  ("rosse  in  187^,  when  he  again 
entered  the  eniphiy  of  the  cnm]ian\'.  At  the 
end    of    three    years   the  entire   bu.-iness   was 


sold  to  the  Chicago,  ^Hlwaukee  it  St.  Paul 
Kaihoad  Company,  wdien  he  embarked  in  the 
real-estate  business  on  his  own  account. 

.Mr.  CuiKint  was  niarrieil  .hine  ti.  184r'.t.  to 
Miss  Caroline  V.  ^lau.  a  native  of  AVest 
Cniistable.  New  \  ork.  and  a  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  and  Caroline  Man,  natives  of  New 
Haven,  Addison  ciumty,  Vermont.  Her 
mother  was  born  August  23,  1802,  her 
maiden  name  being  Hoyt;  the  lather  was 
born  April  26,  17'J>i;  they  were  married 
Aj)ril  2-j,  ls22,  and  si.\  children  were  born 
to  them,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Conant  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren; Eben  Leonard  was  born  February  12, 
1851.  and  May  C.  May  22,  ISGG.  The  son 
is  employed  in  his  father's  office;  both  chil- 
dren are  unmarried.  Mr.  Conant  has  all  his 
lite  been  a  close  student;  he  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  study  of  astronomy,  and  is  ex- 
ceptionally well  informed  upon  this  science, 
while  his  musical  education  is  worthy  of 
more  than  pas>ing  notice.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
has  voteil  since  its  organization.  ^h"s.  Ct>nant 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Cougregatiuiud 
Chiirch. 

3()1L\  JAY  COLE.— The  sidiject  of  this 
liidKraphical  sketcdi  is  a  descendant  of 
■^.-^  the  early  settlers  of  ( '(umecticut,  but 
almo.st  the  opposite  of  a  Puritan.  Whether 
this  is  fi-oui  degeiu'ration  of  stock  or  from 
modern  idi'as.  is  for  the  Puritan  and  Agnostic 
to  answer.  His  graiulfatlier,  following  tiie 
••Westward  course  of  em|iire,"  reint)ve<l  to  tlie 
Stall'  iif  ,\'ew  York,  and  J(din  Jay  Cole  was 
born  in  Alltany,  the  capital  of  that  State, 
August  2<J,  1824;  there  he  lived  until  the 
age  of  thirtv-two  years.  IK'  received  .i  tluu'- 
ough    literary  etliication,  and   after   pursuing 
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a  course  in  the  study  of  the  law  and  some 
experience  as  manager  of  a  law  firm,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  liar  of  the  old  Supreme  Court 
of  New  York,  and  separately  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  in  1840.  lie  was  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Attorney  at  Alhanj,  and  practiced  his 
profession  in  that  city  until  his  removal  to 
Wisconsin.  He  settled  in  La  C'rosse  in 
August,  1859,  and  has  practiced  law  there 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  He  has  been 
a  candidate  for  several  offices,  such  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  City  Attorney,  Member  of 
the  Assembly  and  State  Senator.  He  would 
not  accept  a  nomination  for  any  office  ex- 
cepting of  the  kind  indicated,  but  he  has  been 
for  many  years,  and  is  now,  United  States 
Commissioner  and  State  Court  Commissioner. 
He  is  a  good  Latin  and  Greek  scholar,  reads 
both  the  German  and  French  languages, 
and  speaks  German  fluently;  he  is  self-taught 
in  the  latter  language,  and  as  to  general  in- 
formation  he  has  been  called  a  walking 
encyclopasdia. 

His  father's  name  was  John  O.  Cole,  who 
was  a  Police  Judge  of  Albany,  New  York, 
for  almost  forty  years,  being  elected  regard- 
less of  politics  by  large  majorities  and 
through  many  fluctuations  of  the  party  ma- 
jority in  AUiany.  After  his  voluntary 
retirement  from  that  office,  he  accepted  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of 
Albany,  and  died  while  serving  in  that  capa- 
city, at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
son,  Charles  "W.  Cole,  succeeded  him  in  that 
office,  which  he  has  since  held. 

John  J.  Cole  was  married  October  13, 
1846,  to  JVIary  A.  P.  Lee,  at  Albany,  New 
York;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Lee,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Albany.  The  fruit  of 
this  marriage  was  one  son,  Thomas  L.  Cole, 
who  died  in  childhood,  and  Theodore  L.  Cole, 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  he 
married  Kate    Dunn    Dewey,  a   daughter    of 


ex-Governor  Dcwuy,  of  Wisconsin,  and 
granddaughter  of  Charles  Dunn,  iir.st  Chief 
Justice  of  Wisconsin,  ar.d  of  this  union  one 
child  has  been  born,  nauied  1-Y>lix.  Alter 
the  death  of  Mary  A  P.  Cole,  in  18t)5,  an 
interval  of  several  years  elaps(Ml  before  INfr. 
Cole  was  tnarrieil  to  Louisa  E.  L.  Smith,  at 
La  Crosse. 

They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Lucius 
J.,  born  November  14,  1878,  and  Herbert 
Spencer  Cole,  born  February  7,  1881. 

Mr.  Cole's  branch  of  the  somewhat  numer- 
ous Cole  family  has  not  traced  its  genealogy 
to  the  ancestor  or  ancestors  who  emigrated 
to  America.  They  came  from  England,  or 
perhaps  Ireland,  although  of  English  stock. 
The  Earl  of  Enniskillen  (Ireland)  is   a   Cole. 

The  first  ancestors  in  this  country  must 
have  come  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war, 
proliably  over  200  years  ago. 

Mr.  Cole's  nearest  relatives  live  at  Albany, 
New  York,  so  that  he  is  somewhat  isolated 
from  his  kith  and  kin  in  his  Wisconsin  home. 

L)uring  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  lie  was  a 
War  Democrat,  a  phi-ase  known  in  that  time 
as  a  Northern  Democrat,  adhering  to  the 
organization  of  the  Northern  Democratic 
party,  but  stamling  strongly  for  the  Union 
in  all  the  issues  of  the  war,  hoping  for  the 
early  success  of  the  Northern  armies  against 
the  South. 


liftlE^'l^ELL  L.  A.  ANDERSON,  M.  D., 

iTOMJl  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  was 
I'-fc^Fi-]  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  La  Crosse,  is  deserving  of  the 
space  that  has  been  accorded  him  in  this  re- 
cord of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  of  La 
Crosse.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gray, 
Maine,  September  9,  1840,  and  received  his 
preparatory  education  in  the  common  schools 
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of  tliat  place.  In  1853  lie  entered  the  Cior- 
liain  Acaileiny,  (Torhani,  Maine,  and  was  a 
student  there  fou--  years.  llo  then  entered 
the  Freshman  cias.s  o\'  P>uwdoin  College,  Imt 
did  not  complete  the  coiir.<e  there.  Having 
clio-sen  the  profession  of  medicine,  in  the 
Slimmer  of  1S5!)  he  becran  the  study  of  the 
i-idenrt-  under  the  preceptorshij)  of  his  father, 
who  was  then  a  prominent  phvsi(dan  of  (iray, 
Maine.  In  the  winter  of  ISOO-"!')!  he  attended 
medical  lectures  at  the  C\>lieij;e  (.if  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York  city,  and  afterwai'ds 
continued  his  studies  at  the  rortland  School 
for  Medical  Instruction  until  the  antunin  of 
18G1,  when  he  entered  the  rei;ular  army  of 
the  United  States  as  a  medical  cadet.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1862, 
when  he  again  attended  lectures  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York 
city;  he  was  graduated  from  this  well-known 
institution  in  March,  1863,  and  in  April  of 
the  same  year  he  was  appointed  Assistant 
Surgeon  of  the  Thinl  Maryland  Volunteer 
Infantry;  he  served  with  this  regiment  in  the 
field  at  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  in 
all  its  subsequent  engagements  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  wilderness  to 
Lee's  surrender.  In  March,  18(i4,  he  was 
commissioned  Surgeon  of  his  regiment  with 
the  rank  of  Major. 

After  the  war  was  ended,  and  he  lesumed 
his  professional  labors,  he  attended  another 
course  of  lei'tnres  in  New  York  city,  anil 
came  to  La  Crosse  in  Pebruary,  l8t)6,  and 
entei'cd  into  active  practiee.  From  1869  to 
1873  he  was  United  States  Kxamining  Sur- 
geon for  pensions  in  this  eify,  his  territory 
including  La  Crosse,  La  Crosse  county,  ami 
the  adjacent  country.  lie  was  city  physician  of 
La  Crosse  from  1870  to  1875,  and  again  from 
1877  to  1881.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Wis 
cousin  State  Medical  Society  from  ls71  until 


he  retired  from  active  practice.      He  has  been 

a  close  student  of  the  science  of  medicine, 
and  during  the  years  of  his  practice  kept  fully 
abreast  of  the  times  in  all  the  latest  discov- 
eries and  most  approved  methods  of  treat- 
ment. 

I)i-.  Anilerson  was  ])resident  of  the  Board 
of  Education  troin  1873  to  1877,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  .State  Central 
( 'omniittee  in  ls75  and  1^7t).  h\  September. 
1881,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Covernor  of 
AVisconsin,  and  was  at  the  time  again  made 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee; 
he  served  in  the  latter  capacity  until  June, 
1885,  when  he  resigned  the  position,  having 
been  appointed  by  President  Cleveland, 
Consul  General  to  Montreal.  lie  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  otiice  until  July,  1889, 
when  he  returned  to  his  home. 

Dr.  Anderson  was  married  in  March,  1864, 
to  iliss  Susie  M.,  daughter  of  John  (t.  Small, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Of  this  union  si.\ 
children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  sur- 
vive: John  ^Y.,  the  eldest,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city,  spent  one  year 
at  Cornell  College,  and  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan;  he  was 
graduated  from  this  school  in  1890,  and  is 
now  practicing  law  in  Detroit,  ^Michigan; 
Greeley  S.  is  employed  in  the  La  Crosse  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  Spencer  E.  is  in  school;  the 
other  three  children  died  in  infancy. 

The  Doctor,  with  a  few  other  gentlemen  of 
philanthropic  spirit,  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  La  Crosse  Libi-ary  Association 
in  1S7S;  the  association  is  still  in  existence, 
although  under  another  name.  The  Doctor 
was  chairman  of  the  lecture  cominitlee  for 
several  years,  and  devoted  himself  earnestly 
to  the  success  of  the  enterprises.  To  all 
those  ]>ersons  who  have  interested  themselves 
in  sujiplying  standard  literature  to  the  youth 
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of  La  Crosse,  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  is 
due,  and  tlie  stTvice  cannot  be  too  higblj  ap- 
preciated. Dr.  Anderson  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  tVaternity,  though  he  is  not  in  active 
membership. 

tLBERT  BELLERITE,  one  of  the  leading 
pharmacists  of  La  Crosse,  is  an  Anieri 
can  citizen  by  adoption.  He  was  born 
in  Norway,  at  Kongsberg,  June  18,  1849, 
and  is  a  son  of  Halvar  ami  Elizabeth  (Bryhn) 
Bellerue.  The  father  was  a  merchant  by  oc- 
cupation, and  when  Albert  was  fifteen  years 
of  age  removed  with  his  family  to  Chris- 
tiania.  In  this  city  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  received  a  thorough  education  in 
the  public  schools;  this  excellent  instruction 
was  supplemented  by  a  literary  and  classical 
course  of  study  in  the  high  school  of  Kongs- 
berg.  Having  cho^en  the  profession  of  Phar- 
macy for  his  life  work,  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Christiania,  where  he  completed  a 
very  exhaustive  course  of  study,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  pharmaeeutical  depart- 
ment. 

In  1876,  he  crossed  the  sea  to  America,  and 
located  in  La  Crosse,  where  he  secured  em- 
ployment as  a  clerk  for  a  time.  lie  next 
spent  six  months  in  Chicago,  returning  at  the 
end  of  that  period  to  La  Crosse.  In  1878, 
he  went  to  Blair,  Wisconsin,  and  there  estab- 
lished a  business  which  be  has  since  conducted; 
he  remained  there,  himself,  but  two  years, 
coming  back  to  La  Crosse  in  1880.  He  then 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Heyerdahl, 
and  in  this  enterprise  he  has  met  with  marked 
success. 

Mr.  Bellerue  was  united  in  mairiage  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Clara  Jackwitz,  a 
native  of  Norway,  and  a  daughter  of  C.  R. 
Jackwitz,  a  native  of  Christiania.     Two  sons 


and  one  daughter  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bellerue:  Victor,  Helen  and  Albert. 

^Ir.  Bellerue  is  a  member  of  the  Xorden 
Society,  of  the  Norwegian  Workingmen's 
Society,  and  of  the  Wisconsin  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence, 
thoroughly  well  posted  in  his  business,  and 
in  every  way  worthy  of  the  coiitidence  which 
he  enjoys. 


fAMES  A.  TKANE,  plumber  and  con- 
tractor for  steam  and  hot-water  heating 
apparatus,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  burn 
at  Tromsoe,  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  sea, 
April  29,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Easnius  and 
Christiana  (Hegelund)  Trane,  who  emigrated 
to  America  in  1864,  going  directly  to  the 
city  of  La  Crosse  after  arriving  in  New  York 
city.  The  father  was  a  printer  by  occupation, 
and  followed  this  calling  for  many  years;  his 
death  occurred  March  14,  1888,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  with  the  I'eligious  cere- 
monies of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  widow 
still  survives.  (Jf  their  family,  three  sons 
are  living:  James  A.,  the  suljject  of  this 
notice;  Nicholas  H.,  an  engineer  i-esiding  in 
St.  Paul;  and  Ernest  A.,  associated  with 
James  A.  in  business. 

When  Mr.  Trane  was  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years  he  began  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  in 
the  shop  of  W.  A.  Eoosevelt,  and  when  he 
had  completed  his  trade  he  worked  as  a  jour- 
neyman iu  this  city  until  1885,  when  he 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  conducted  a  very  successful  and  well- 
ordered  establishment,  and  has  won  a  place  in 
the  front  ranks  of  the  craft. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  ]\[ary  Miller,  a 
native  of  Brownsville,  Minnesota,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Gaab)  Miller,  natives 
of  Germany.       (.)f  this   union    one   son    and 
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three  daiigliters  have  Ijecii  bnin:  Siisit,-.  Jfssie, 
Reuben  and  Stella.  I5oth  Mr.  and  Mr.-;. 
Trane  are  members  of  the  Colman  Methodist 
Episco|)al  Church,  of  which  he  is  trustee  and 
steward,  lie  is  one  of  the  zealous  members 
of  the  Builders'  Exchange  of  La  Cros.se;  be- 
longs to  the  Norwegian  "Workingmen's  So- 
ciety, to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  a  stock- 
liolder  of  the  State  Fair  Association. 


fLOUIAX  WOLF,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  section  5,  Bangor  townshij), 
was  born  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin, 
March  2S,  1848,  a  son  of  Andrew  Wolf,  now 
deceased.  The  latter  was  iiorn  in  Switzer- 
land June  6,  ISllt.  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1840,  settling  at  Highland,  Illinois. 
Three  years  later  he  removed  to  Sauk  county, 
Wisconsin,  where,  May  18,  1845,  he  married 
Christine  Ruedy,  a  daughter  of  Florian  and 
Anna    Ruedy,  who  came   to     this    county  in 

1851,  settling  in  Dutch  Valley,  this  township. 
]\rr.  and  ^Irs.  Wolf  came  to   this    county   in 

1852,  settling  where  our  subject  n<.iw  lives, 
which  was  then  a  wild  cnuntry,  inhabited  by 
Inilians  and  wild  animals.  At  one  time  a 
drunken  Indian  catiie  to  their  home  and  at- 
tacked ilrs.  AVolf,  whci  dodged  his  strokes 
until  another  Indian  came  along  and  per- 
suaded him  to  leave  lier.  The  parents  had 
seven  children,  only  tiin-c  df  whom  survive, 
namely:  Florian.  our  subject;  .\ndrew,  who 
lives  in  F>angor,  and  Christian,  a  resident 
of  Iro(juois.  South  Dakota.  One  son,  Cas- 
per, died  March  8,  1888,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years;  and  a  liaugliter,  Anna,  died 
January  12,  ISNd.  She  was  the  wife  of  John 
Schiedt,  and  at  her  death  left  tive  ciiildren. 
four  of  whom  are  now  livine;:  ('hristine, 
Lizzie,  Annie  and  Mary.  <>nr  subject's 
bi-other,     Andrew,      married      Minnie     Biiol, 


lives  in  Bangoi',  and  has  two  children,  Eiiwin 
and  Eugene.  Christian  married  Mary  Myers, 
resides  in  Minor  county.  .South  Dakota,  and 
has  three  children:  Louise,  Reinhold  and 
Clirl-tian.  The  father  died  May  H.  18G7, 
and  the  mother  now  lives  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Fliirian  Wolf,  our  subject,  owns  a  one- 
fourtli  interest  in  the  Bangor  Cheese  Factory, 
which  manufactures  500  pounds  of  cheese 
daily,  and  which  they  sell  mainly  in  La 
Crosse,  but  also  ship  to  Winona  and  St.  Paul. 
They  make  a  specialty  of  brick  and  Swiss 
cheese,  both  of  which  took  first  premium  at 
the  Inter-State  fair  at  La  Crosse,  in  1890. 
Their  American  cheese  also  took  first  premium 
at  the  same  time  and  place.  Politically  Mr. 
wolf  is  a  Democrat,  but  takes  little  Interest 
in  political  matters,  and,  socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  lie  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Side  Board  several  3'ears,  and 
lias  also  held  school  offices. 

He  was  married  November  23,  1867,  to 
Eliza,  daughter  of  George  Scheldt,  a  native 
of  Switzerland.  Her  father  lived  in  this 
county  several  years,  and  established  the 
woolen  miUoti  Dutch  Creek.  The  children 
of  Florian  and  Eliza  Wolf  are:  Andrew, 
Lizzie,  Geoi-ge  and  Christina. 


J.  PAMMEL,  general  agent  for  the 
rnion    Central    Life    Insurance   Com- 

^  pany  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  the 
Western  District  of  Wisconsin,  was  boin  in 
La  Crosse  in  the  first  brick  store  building 
ever  erected  in  the  city,  February  2,  18G2, 
his  jiarents  being  Louis  and  .'>ophia  (PVeisC) 
Panimel,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  (iermany.  In  1852  they  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  after  two  years'  residence  in  Mil- 
waukee they  settled  in  La  ('rosse,  the  father's 
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business  at  tliat  time  l.ieitig  tliat  of  a  butcher. 
He  is  now  residing  on  a  farm  in  La  Crosse 
county,  whicli  is  under  the  management  of  a 
son,  Herman  A.  It  is  one  of  the  hirgest  and 
best  farms  in  the  county,  and  a  Large  portion 
of  it  is  given  to  stock-raising,  which  has 
proven  a  profitable  industry.  The  father  was 
County  Commissioner  for  about  fifteen  years, 
and  altiiough  somewhat  advanced  in  years  is 
still  interested  in  the  welfare  of  this  section. 
He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  hard- 
ships and  deprivations  incident  to  the  Wis- 
consin pioneer,  and  thoroughly  sympathizes 
with  those  who  have  to  tight  the  battle  of 
life  with  limited  means.  He  and  his  worthy 
wife  thoroughly  enjoy  their  comfortable  home, 
and  the  knowledge  that  it  has  been  honestly 
earned  by  their  own  efi'orts,  is  sweet  to  them. 
Mr.  Pammel  is  sixty- two  years  of  age,  and 
his  wife  is  tifty-eight.  They  reared  the  fol- 
lowing family  of  children:  Matilda,  wife  of 
Louis  Koch,  a  market  gardener  and  the  owner 
of  a  small  farm;  Professor  Louis  H.,  who  is 
Professor  of  Eotany  in  the  Iowa  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  his  wife  being  Gussie  Emmel 
of  Chicago;  G.  J.;  Herman  H.,  who  is  the 
manager  of  his  father's  stock  farm;  Dora,  a 
graduate  of  the  La  Crosse  high  school,  and 
Emma,  attending  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. 

G.  J.  Pammel  was  educated  in  La  Crosse, 
and  for  four  years  traveled  for  the  dry-goods 
firm  of  Emil  Freise&Co.,  Chicago,  of  which 
firm  he  was  junior  member  for  tive  years. 
On  January  15,  1891,  he  entered  upon  his 
present  business,  his  district  containing  the 
counties  of  La  Crosse,  Trempealeau,  Buffalo, 
Jackson,  Monroe,  Vernon,  ttichland,  Craw- 
ford, and  Juneau.  He  is  succeeding  admira 
bly  in  this  new  enterprise  and  has  every 
promise  of  a  bright  future  before  him. 

June  3,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Burmeister,  daughter  of   Henry  Bur- 


meister  of  Chicago,  a  retired  merchant  who 
is  still  living.  They  have  one  child,  Henry 
Louis,  a  l)right  and  promising  little  lad.  Mr. 
Panunel  is  a  memijer  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois,  for  two  years;  the  order  of  the 
Iron  Hall;  the  Deutscher  Verein,  and  the  La 
Crosse  Turngeraeinde.  He  is  secretary  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  the  city.  He  takes 
little  interest  in  politics,  but  usually  v(.ites  for 
whomsoever  he  considers  the  best  man.  In 
business  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  is 
thoroughly  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  and  uniformly  courteous  and  obliging 
in  his  methods,  a  secret  doubtless  of  his 
success. 


tA.  KREI5AUM,  contractor  for  plumb- 
ing and  steam  heating  apparatus,  is 
,,  **  the  president  of  the  Builders'  Ex- 
change of  La  Crosse,  and  is  a  ]irominent 
member  of  the  commercial  circles  in  La 
Crosse  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  born  in  Lewistown,  Fulton  county, 
in  1860.  His  parents  are  Fred  and  Sybil 
Krebaum,  some  of  whose  ancestors  came  from 
Germany.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  emigrated  to  America  in  1835, 
sailing  from  Bremen. 

Mr.  Krebaum  passed  his  youth  at  Havana, 
Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
began  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  busi- 
ness which  he  has  since  followed.  For  this 
purpose  he  went  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  he  worked 
for  one  year  as  a  journeyman.  He  afterward 
spent  a  short  time  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and 
from  that  city  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  re- 
mained two  and  a  half  years;  there  he  was 
engageil  in  the  plumbing  business  until 
1885,   when  he  accepted  a  position    with  W. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    HIS  TOR  Y. 


A.  Roosevelt  and  came  to  La  Crosse.  In  the 
February  following  he  became  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Roosevelt  Company,  and 
remained  with  this  organization  for  one  year, 
lie  then  withdrew  to  enter  into  business  re 
lations  with  D.  J.  Slattery,  the  iirni  name 
being  Krebauin  ct  Slattery.  At  the  end  of 
five  months  Mr.  Krebaum  purciiased  his 
partner's  interest  and  since  then  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  Among  the  many 
buildings  he  has  furnished  with  heating  ap- 
paratus may  be  mentioned  St.  Ann's  Orphan- 
age, St.  Francis'  Hospital,  and  many  of  the 
most  elegant  residences  of  the  city.  He  has 
recently  purchased  the  City  Steam  Laundry, 
and  is  about  to  enlarge  it  and  move  it  to 
Main  street. 

Upon  tiie  organization  of  the  Luikiers' 
E.\change  Mr.  Krebaum  gave  that  enterprise 
a  very  cordial  support,  and  assisted  materially 
in  perfecting  its  incorporation.  He  had  the 
honor  to  be  elected  its  first  president,  an 
office  he  still  holds. 


m 


MIL  KIIXEST  KOWALKE.  Alderman 


'\0y.  for  the  seventeenth  ward  of  La  Crosse, 
"bp^  "Wisconsin,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
city  since  his  childhood.  He  was  born  at 
Dantzig,  Prussia,  August  23,  1861,  and  is  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Carolina  ((Tilimeister)  Ko 
walke.  His  parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
18C7,  landing  in  the  city  (if  New  York. 
Thence  they  ccmtinued  their  journey  to  La 
Crosse,  where  they  resided  twenty-two  years; 
they  then  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
The  father  is  a  carpenter  and  contractor. 
The  family  consists  of  four  sous  and  two 
daughters,  two  sons  and  a  daughter  lui\ing 
been  ijorn  in  Prussia.  Em  11  Ernest  passed 
his  youtli  in  this  city,  and  when  he  left 
school  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  miJlwriirlit. 


He  followed  this  occupation  throughout  the 
^\'estern  part  of  this  country,  returning  to 
La  Crosse  in  1883,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade.  He  has  won  a  fair  patronage, 
and  has  every  prospect  of  the  most  satisfact- 
ory results. 

Our  subject  is  serving  his  first  term  as 
Alderman  for  his  waril  and  has  discharged 
the  duties  which  have  ilevolved  upon  him  in 
a  manner  reflecting  great  credit  upon  him 
and  upon  his  constituency.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  Hermann,  of  the  Third  Ward 
Aid  Society,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and  of 
the  Governor's  Guard. 

Mr.  Kowalke  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Minnie  Lauer  of  this  city,  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Theresa  (Neumeister)  Bauer, 
natives  of  Bavaria  and  Austria  respectively. 


fOIIX  JOSEPH  STAXEK.  marble  and 
granite  worker.  La  Crosse,  is  interested 
in  one  of  the  most  important  industries 
of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  llimau,  Austria, 
October  24,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  (Schautier)  Stanek.  His  parents 
bade  farewell  to  their  native  land,  crossed  the 
sea  to  America  in  1865,  and  after  their  ar- 
rival here  settled  at  Winona,  Minnesota. 
There  they  lived  four  years  and  then  went  to 
Chicajro,  remaining  in  that  citv  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  they  came  to  La 
Crosse,  where  the  father  has  followed  his 
trade  of  stone  mason;  he  is  also  a  ])lasterer, 
and  has  carried  oti  a  pros[)erous  business  in 
his  adopted  country. 

The  family  consists  of  three  children: 
Frank,  the  eldest,  is  a  brick  mason  by  trade; 
.^hlry  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Padecky,  a  ma- 
chinist of  La  Crosse;  John  Joseph,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  grew  to  maturity  in  La 
Crosse,  and  here   learned  tlie  ti-ade  of  marble 
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culture,  and  the  lather  yeai's  of  his  life  retired 
to  his  home  in  Cincinnati;  he  there  gave  some 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  musical  instru- 
ments, such  as  violins  and  otlier  stringed 
pieces.  lie  and  his  wife  both  died  in  the 
full  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church.  William 
Harrison,  son  of  the  above,  grew  to  maturity 
in  Cincinnati,  and  there  served  an  apprentice- 
ship as  a  painter  and  furniture  finisher.  In 
1854  he  made  a  trip  to  La  Crosse,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  the  place  and  located  per- 
manently. He  was  married  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Eliza  Looker,  a  native  of  Har- 
rison county,  (.)liio,  born  about  the  year  1810; 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Irwin)  Looker,  and  her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Judge  Orthwell  Looker  of  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Harrison  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  July  26,  18S0, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  their  marriage  at  their  resid- 
ence, comer  of  Cameron  avenue  and  Fourth 
street. 

Daniel  B.  Harrison  lived  in  Cincinnati  un- 
til 1857,  when  the  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  La  Crosse;  here  he  completed  his 
apprenticeship  to  the  painter's  and  decorator's 
trade,  and  from  that  time  has  been  pi'oniin- 
ently  identitied   with  the  craft. 

He  was  married  at  Ton'iah,  Wisconsin,  to 
Miss  Flora  M.  King,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  a  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Lucy 
M.  (Garfield)  King,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  whose  ancestors 
were  members  of  the  early  cjlonies  of  New 
England;  they  removed  to  Wisconsin  ahout 
1867.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  are  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  one  daughter:  Cliarles  King, 
a  decorator;  Alfred  Walter,  Edwin  Garfield, 
and  Gertrude  May;  Arthur  and  Benjamin 
are  both  deceased. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  a  member  of  the  IJuilders' 
Exchange.     In  1864  he  eidisted  in  the  service 


of  the  Union,  joining  Company  (i,  Fortieth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
through  the  Tennessee  (%impaign,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  tiie  war. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  11.  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  sustaining  this  organization. 
He  and  his  wife,  two  elder  sons  and  daughter, 
belong  to  the  First  Baptist  Church,  with 
which  he  has  had  an  official  connection  for 
several  years. 


I^III  SORENSON,  a  member  of  the  firm 
'fraj  of  Davis,  Sorenson  &  Co.,  is  justly  en- 

■%^  titled  to  a  space  in  this  record  of  the 
leading,  substantial  men  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  November 
12,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  David  T.  and  Wil- 
helmina  (Petersenj  Sorenson,  natives  of 
Copenhagen,  Denmark.  The  United  States 
presenting  many  attractions  and  promisino- 
many  opportunities  not  afforded  by  the  Old 
World,  the  parents  of  our  subject  bade  tare- 
well  to  their  home  and  friends  and  native 
land,  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  about 
the  year  1850,  settling  in  Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin. The  father  was  a  contractor  by  trade, 
and  followed  this  occupation  fur  many  years. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  three  daugiiters. 

Ori  Sorenson  acquired  a  good  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  He  worked  as  a  journeyman  for 
several  years,  and  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Davis,  establishing  their  present 
business;  they  have  accomplished  most  satis- 
factory results,  and  arc  liuiidiiig  up  a  trade 
second  to  none  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Sorenson  was  married  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Eva  Bounds,  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  atid  of  this  union 
three  sons  have  been  born,  named:  Clarence, 
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Krcii  :ui(]  Edward;  the  two  last  are  twins. 
Our  tiiilijt'ct  is  a  ineinl)er  of  the  Builders"  E\- 
cliange  of  La  ('rosse.  and  tiLd()ii;^s  to  tlie 
Masonic  t'ratei-nity,  nf  which  he  is  a  AVorthy 
Sir  Kniiriit. 


fACOB  J.  SMITH.  M.  D..  wii..  has  heen 
a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  1887,  is 
the  snl>ject  of  the  followino;  hrief  t>io- 
grapiiicai  sketcli.  He  was  horn  at  ^[iddie- 
town.  Juniata  county,  Pennsvivania,  Fei)ru- 
ary  9,  1S39,  and  is  a  son  cd'  dacoh  and 
Catlierine  (Jontz)  Sinitii.  natives  of  tiie  Key- 
stone State,  of  (u'l'nian  ancestry.  They 
removed  to  South  Bend,  Indiana,  in  1843, 
and  tliere  passed  the  remainder  of  tiieirdays; 
tiie  mother  i1ied  in  tlie  fall  of  1852,  and  the 
fatlier  two  weeks  later.  Tliey  reared  a  family 
of  ti\-e  cliildren:  the  eldest,  Sarah  A.,  mar- 
ried V.  A.  Howe,  who  was  accidentally  killed 
in  1837;  Rosa  H.  married  T.  (L  L.  Pope, 
and  resides  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Abraham 
II.  and  Jacob  J.  are  twins,  the  former  beingr 
a  resident  of  Memphis,  Tennesree;  Christian, 
the  younj^est  of  the  family,  was  drowned 
while  bathin<;  in  Lake  Michiijan,  at  Evanston, 
Illinni>;  he  was,  at  tlie  time  of  liis  death,  a 
student  at  tiie  Northwestirn  University,  and 
was  fittintr  himself  fni-  thi^  mini.^try. 

Dr.  Smitli  was  reared  (in  his  fatlier's  t'arni 
at  Sontli  lieiid,  Indiana,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  entered  Weslcyan  Seminary, 
at  Alliion,  Michigan,  wliere  he  continued  his 
studies  two  years;  lie  then  spent  four  years 
reading  under  tlu>  precejitorsiiip  <>i'  Dr.  J.  M. 
Stover,  at  Soutli  Bei.d.and  at  the  end  of  tiiat 
period  went  to  Ann  .\rbor  and  tool<  a  course 
of  lectures  in  the  Lnivcrsity  of  Michigan; 
lie  next  went  to  Pliiladelphia,  entered  Jeffer- 
son Meiiical  (\dlege,  and  was  graduated  from 
this  lionored  institution  in  Marcli.  18(J4.     In 


that  same  month  he  received  a  commission 
as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  I'nited 
States  Navy;  he  was  ori!ei-ed  to  the  West 
Gulf  S(|uadron.  under  command  of  .\dmiral 
Fari-agut,  and  ser\ed  until  tlic  end  of  tlie 
war.  He  was  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
I'nited  States  Steamship  Owasco,  and  was 
temporarily  attached  to  the  naval  lios|)ital 
at  Pensacola,  Florida.  In  caring  for  the 
wounded  after  the  battles  of  Forts  Morgan 
and  Gaines,  the  Doctor  had  the  honor  of 
dressing  the  wounds  of  Admiral  Buchanan, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Confederate  Navy; 
he  says  the  Admiral  was  a  gentleman  if  he 
were  a  rebel.  The  last  part  of  his  term  of 
service  was  s]ient  in  a  blockade  squadron  at 
sea,  doing  dnty  in  the  West  Gnlf  Scjuadnni. 
He  participated  in  the  ca{)ture  of  three 
blockade-runners  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  and 
took  part  in  the  distribution  of  prize  money. 
Upon  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  ordered  to 
the  New  York  Navy  Yards,  where  he  was 
granted  a  three  months'  leave  of  absence  with 
full  pay.  He  received  his  final  discharge 
from  the  service  at  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
November  15,  1865. 

Dr.  Smith  practiced  medicine  at  South 
Bend  for  two  ye.ars,  anil  at  the  same  time  was 
physician  to  the  female  portion  of  the  pupils 
at  Notre  Dame  University.  In  May,  18(37, 
he  was  niarrieil  to  Miss  liebccca  J.  Hyde,  a 
native  of  (Miio.  and  at  tlie  time  of  Ium'  mar- 
riage a  resident  of  .Miildlebury,  Indiana. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Jesse 
E.,  b  m  in  1868;  William  E..  in  1809;  Bessie 
E.,  in  1876,  and  Mamie  A.,  in  1881.  Jes.se 
E.  is  established  in  business  at  Middlebury, 
Indiana.  The  Doctor  continued  his  practice 
in  Indiana  until  1881,  wlien  he  removed  to 
Kendall,  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  remained  six  years.  He  then  came  to  l^i 
Crosse  in  1887,  and  during  the  time  of  his 
residence    here    he    has    won    a    fiir  ])ractice. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  ami 
of  Jolin  Fi.vnn  Post  No.  77,  G.  A.  R.  The 
fatlier,  mother  and  dancrhter  Bessie  are  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Baptist  Chnrch.  Mrs.  Smitli 
beh)ni,rs  to  tlie  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  its  prosperity. 


fOSEPH  W.  SKINNER  was  born  at  Troy, 
Ohio,  October  22,  1S60.  The  death  of 
his  parents  which  occurred  in  his  cliiid- 
hood,  left  him  ahiiost  ahme  in  the  world 
and  threw  him  upon  his  own  resources.  Y>y 
energy  and  perseverance  he  secured  a  good 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
he  started  out  on  the  road  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man, lie  was  thus  employed  for  six  years, 
during  which  time  he  visited  nearly  everj' 
State  in  the  Union.  In  March,  1887,  he 
came  to  La  Crosse  and  took  up  his  permament 
residence  here,  having  purchased  the  patent  of 
the  Monroe  Ink  Eraser.  lie  at  once  began 
the  manufacture  of  this  little  article,  which 
was  destined  to  become  a  friend  to  thousands 
of  writers,  book-keepers,  accountants,  and 
business  men  in  general.  This  is  the  only 
eraser  yet  invented  that  will  remove  any  kind 
of  ink  from  paper  without  any  abrasion  or  in- 
jury to  tiie  most  delicate  surface. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Skinner  purchased  this  pa- 
tent, the  eraser  had  l)een  manufactured  in  a 
small  way  for  several  months,  but  it  remained 
for  him  to  place  it  upon  the  market  of  the 
world.  After  making  a  few  changes  to  im- 
prove its  appearance,  he  established  a  factory 
and  began  his  system  of  advertising.  Under 
his  skillful  management  the  success  of  the 
manufacture  was  phenomenal,  and  to-day  the 
trade  in  this  simple  product  extends  through- 
out the  civilized  world,  and  carries  the  name 
of  La  Crosse  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
There  are  orders  from    Aberdeen,    Glastrow, 


Munich,  Berlin,  (^onstantinojile,  London, 
Paris,  Bombay,  Havana.  Mell)ourne,  Sydney- 
city  of  Mexico,  Rio  Janeiro,  Yalparaisn,  and 
many  cities  throughout  tlic  Americas,  West 
Indies,  England,  and  thr  Eastern  continent. 
Mr.  Skinner  also  owns  a  number  of  other 
patents  on  useful  articles,  and  is  a  promoter 
of  useful  inventions  for  patentees;  and  he  is 
also  entrusted  with  other  business  enter- 
prises in  the  city. 

The  offices  of  the  business  are  the  finest  in 
La  Crosse,  and  active  minds  and  busy  hands 
keep  the  systenj  moving  in  perfect  order. 
The  correspondence  averages  from  four  to  five 
hundred  letters  per  day,  requiring  a  force  of 
ten  to  twelve  clerks.  The  advertisino-  ex- 
penses amount  to  §1,000  per  week. 

Mr.  Skiimer  is  quite  a  traveler,  ami  has 
lately  returned  from  a  four  months"  business 
and  pleasure  trip  to  Europe,  where  he  has 
completed  arrangements  for  the  establishment 
f>f  branch  houses  to  -supply  the  growing 
European  trade.  He  is  a  lover  of  all  the  fine 
arts,  and  manages  to  steal  from  the  cares  of 
business  time  to  gratify  a  refined  and  culti- 
vated taste.  He  is  too  liberal  and  is  possessed 
of  too  many  generous  impulses  ever  to  be- 
come avaricious,  and  believes  that  the  use  of 
money  is  its  only  good.  He  is  genial,  court- 
eous, of  manly  bearing,  and  possessed  of 
straightforward  business  principles  which 
have  established  his  reputation  for  honorable 
and  upright  dealing.  He  enjoys  the  warm 
friendship  of  all  his  associates,  and  is  already 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  social  and  business 
circles  of  La  Crosse. 


fESSE  B.   WILLIAMS,   manager   of    the 
firm  of  Williams  &  Turnbull,  dealers  in 
,,^    new  and  second-hand   furniture  on  Pearl 
street,    is     the     son     of    Jes^e    and    Aurelia 
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(Wakely)  Williams,  iiativt's  of  Ktitlaml  eoun- 
ty,  Yerinoiit.  The  father  was  a  fanner  and 
followed  tins  occupation  until  his  death  when 
about  tifty  tive  years  of  age.  Of  the  eleven 
ciiildreii  horn  to  this  union  only  une,  Jesse 
15.  Williams,  is  now  living.  The  iatter"s 
hirth  occurred  in  (irand  Island  county,  Ver 
inoiit.  May  lU,  lS2tj,  and  he  was  not  yet 
three  years  old  when  his  fatliei'  died.  On 
the  7th  of  April,  1S57,  he  came  from  8t. 
Lawrence  county.  New  York,  to  Portage  City, 
Wisconsin,  and  began  working  at  the  black- 
smith trade  until  his  family  came  in  the  fall 
of  1S5<J.  lie  then  worked  on  what  is  now 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  tt  St.  Paul  Railroad  and 
in  1858  moved  to  Sparta,  where,  only  a  few 
days  later,  he  and  a  Mr.  Stewart  took  a  con- 
tract to  build  ten  miles  of  railroad  from 
Mendota  towards  Shakopee.  They  were  the 
first  ones  to  break  dirt  for  a  railroad  in 
Minnesota.  After  this  tluy  went  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  and  built  five  ujiles  on  the 
upper  end  of  the  sixty-two  and  a  half  'miles 
out  from  St.  Paul.  They  came  to  La  Crosse 
in  1858,  but  were  gone  much  of  the  time 
until  their  contract  was  completed.  After- 
ward Mr.  Willia  ns  left  his  family  in  LaCrosse 
and  Went  to  Mississipjii  where  he  and  Mr. 
A.  Ilobert.  iiuilt  two  miles  on  the  Baltimore 
i.*C  Ohio  liailn.iad.  The  war  then  bi-oke  out 
and  he  lost  heavily.  His  health  failed  too, 
and  he  returned  to  La  ('r(jsse  where  he  has 
re.-ide<l  since.  He  was  entraged  in  the  feed 
business  until  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  Decemlier,  ISCiS.  and  he  lost  (nerythino- 
but  a  few  clothes  that  the  family  wore. 
The  insurance  was  about  .s;i()().  After  this 
he  was  Deputy  Sherilf  for  one  term,  was  on 
the  police  force  for  three  years  as  a  special, 
boarded  the  prisoners  for  two  yeai-s,  and  was 
Constable  for  more  than  twi-lve  years.  IIo 
was  als<j  a  collcrtion  agent  tor  five  vears. 
then     an     auctioneer     f(jr    three     vears     and 


finally  drifted  into  the  second-hatid  aud 
new  furniture  business,  of  which  he  is 
now  numager.  He  was  wedded  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1S47,  to  Miss  Lucia  Kirapton. 
from  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  and  the 
result  of  this  marriage  was  the  birth  of  two 
children:  George  W.,  a  steamboat  engineer, 
who  has  resuled  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  for  two 
years,  and  who  now  runs  the  Standard  Lum- 
ber Company  engine  in  that  city.  His  wife's 
name  was  Miss  Edna  Soule  and  his  son's 
name  is  B.  Fay.  The  daughter  of  our  sub- 
j\\'t,  Cieorgia,  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Smith,  of  Janesville.  She  died  November 
27,  1875,  when  about  twenty- three  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  memljer  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  class- 
leader  and  steward  in  the  same.  He  is  a 
member  (jf  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Cl'osen 
Friends,  and  in  politics  is  a  Prohibitionist. 


tl>.  EWEIl,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  He 
was  originally  from  ]']ssex  county, 
<*  New  York,  his  birth  occurring  on  the 
21st  o(  February.  1^4s,  and  his  parents, 
Jesse  and  Angeline  iGriswold)  Kwer,  were 
natives  uf  Yerniont.  The  father  was  a  painter 
by  tra'le  and  foUowel  that  for  fi.>rty  years. 
He  came  from  New  Vork  to  Wisconsin  in 
1853,  settled  in  tlu'  city  of  Sheboyi^an  and 
there    followed    his    trade    until    his  death  in 

1887.  He  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.     The  mother  died  in 

1888.  There  were  three  children  in  this 
family:  Edward  P.,  the  eldest;  a  sister,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  .\..  B.  ICdward  P.  re- 
sides at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  an  agent  for 
iheGoodriidi  Sloaiuboat  Company.  He  mar- 
ried ami  became  the  father  of  three  children: 
Chester,  Evangeline,  and  Xellie;  Nellie,  the 
youngest  child,  died  July,  1^'Jl,  wlien  about 
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fifteen  years  of  age.  The  Ewers  were  ainoiig 
the  early  settlers  of  Wisconsin  ami  knew 
niiich  of  the  trials  and  privations  incident  to 
pioneer  life.  A.  B.  Ewer,  siiliject  of  this 
sketch,  was  edncated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sheboygan,  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age 
becran  for  himself  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods 
store.  He  has  followed  clerking  and  book- 
keeping up  to  the  present  time  and  no  efforts 
on  his  part  has  been  spirel  to  give  satisfac- 
tion. He  so'd  goods  on  the  road  for  several 
different  firms,  and  was  quite  successful.  He 
was  married  ^['-ly,  1878,  to  Miss  Susan 
Girard,  daugliter  of  James  and  Eunice 
(Knowles)  Girard.  Tlie  Girard  and  Knowles 
families  are  old  and  jiroininent  ones  and 
trace  their  ancestors  back  to  the  Mayflower. 
Mrs.  Girard,  being  a  direct  descendant  of 
Dr.  Samnel  Fuller,  who  came  over  in  the 
Mayflower  in  1620.  The  Girards  are  related 
to  the  Girard  family  of  England,  great  cotton 
manufacturers  there.  Mrs.  Ewer  is  the  only 
one  of  that  family  now  living,  her  father  hav- 
ing died  in  1806.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
is  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  and  makes  lier 
home  with  our  subject  and  wife.  She  has 
been  an  honored  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Sheboygan  county,  Wisconsin,  for  many 
years.  She  is  related  to  Supreme  Judge 
Fuller  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
Spragues  of  Rhode  Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ewer  has  been  born  one  child,  Girard,  a  bricrbt 
little  lad  of  thirteen  summers.  Both  parents 
are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
Mr.  Ewer  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Republican.  Simon  Knowles, 
Mrs.  Ewer's  naaternal  grandfather,  was  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  drew  a  pension  until  his 
death  for  services  there  rendered.  Simon's 
father  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and    his    grandfather   fought   in    the   French 


and  Indian  Wdv.  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  on  Lake  ('hamplain.  He  is  buried  on 
one  of   the  islands  in  that  lake. 


^■^.TILLIAM  PENN  MORTON,  veter- 
■;.;\/\/^  inary  surgeon,  .505  South  Fifth 
l^-^ijsr-l  street,  La  Crosse,  AV^iseonsin,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  May  1,  18-16,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  Morton,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land; his  father  was  killed  accidentally  while 
superintending  the  di'iving  of  jjiles  on  the 
dock  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eiglit  years;  his  mother  was  a  native 
of  Ireland;  after  her  husband's  d'jath  she  re- 
moved her  family  of  two  children  to  Chautau- 
qua county,  New  York,  remaining  there  four 
years;  at  the  end  of  that  time  she  went  to 
Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  mar- 
ried Proctor  Morton,  and  is  ikjw  a  resident 
of  Sugar  Grove,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania. 
David  Morton,  the  brother  of  our  snbjict, 
resides  at  Pittsfield,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a 
veterinary  surgeon  by  profession.  William 
Penn  Morton  received  his  education  at  Pan- 
ama, New  Yoi-k,  and  in  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  student  at  Panama 
two  years  after  he  was  discharged  from  the 
army,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began 
practicing  veterinary  surgery.  A  farmer  in 
the  neighlwrhood  had  a  colt  with  crooked 
legs,  and  he  gave  him  a  week's  work  for  the 
animal;  he  cured  the  colt  and  sold  it  tVir  $30 
in  the  fall,  which  was  ci^nsidered  a  large  price 
at  that  time.  Fi-oni  this  time  he  followed 
the  business  without  special  training  until 
188(h  In  that  year  he  entered  the  A'eterinai-y 
College  at  Tormito,  Canada,  studied  there  a 
shoi't  time,  and  then  went  to  Chicago;  he 
studied  in  the  veterinary  c(.)llege  of  that 
city,  and    was    graduated    at    the    end  of    two 
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years  from  one  of  tlie  most  popular  i.istitu- 
tions  in  the  country.  Hefore  goin<r  to  Clii- 
ca<;o  lie  had  lieen  lucati'il  at  New  IticliiniPiid, 
Wiscoiisin.  and  aftiT  liis  iri-ailnatiim  lie  re- 
tnrni'il  to  that  jilace,  reniaininji;  aliout  out' 
Year  l)cl'ure  cmnini,'  to  La  Crosse.  Here  he 
has  won  a  tine  jiractiee.  heing  reiruhirly  I'Ui- 
ployeil  l>y  many  of  the  most  intluential  citi- 
zens of  the  phice.  lie  owns  a  pleasant  home, 
and  an  otliee  where  he  keeps  a  complete  stock 
of  the  drugs  needed  in  his  pi-ofession.  He 
also  owns  an  infirmary  capaMe  of  accom- 
modating foi'ty-eight  horses,  and  is  excep- 
tionally equipped  fnr  his  w(irk:  he  has  8500 
worth  of  instruments,  and  prides  iiimstdf 
upon  lieinir  ahle  to  pertnrm  any  opei'atidii 
known  to  the  iir(jfession.  1  le  trains  and  edu- 
cates vicious  horses,  and  has  lieen  nmi-e  than 
ordinarily  successful  in  this  line.  His  Imsi- 
ness  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
has  heen  ohliired  tn  call  to  his  assistance 
I'mf.  W.  P.  I'reemau,  fmm  Parish.  New 
Jei-sey.  a  native  of  Jersey  ('ity  and  agrailuate 
of  the  Chicago  Veterinary  ('(diege. 

Dr.  .Morton  was  unite<l  in  marriage  I)e- 
cenilier  2o.  ISSS.  to  Mi^-s  I-'.va  Fraid<.  who  was 
horn  in  Niagara  I'^dls,  New  York.  .May  Ki, 
1S(;2.  I'o'itically  he  aflih'ates  with  the 
Kepuhlican  party.  Iii  Martdi,  1804-,  he  en- 
listed in  i!atter\  11,'i'liii-d  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  and  servecl  nutil  didy,  IStJo.  He 
is  a  memlier  of  the  (J.  .\ .  P.  He  has  held 
the  various  township  otHces,  and  is  a  standi 
supporter  lA'  home  intcre,-ts.  ^^l•s.  Morton 
is  a  inemlier  <jf  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal 
Church. 


I^.XMPKL  1!.  IWTTKPSON.  veterinary 
1^5)  ^"''i-'«'""-  "'if''  "'^'■''  ''t  Cl.-irk  iV:  ClarkV 
'••gp  harn,  La  ('rosse,  was  horn  in  iJutler 
county,    i'enns\l\ania,    ^Lly  11,  18(')2,  a   son 


of  Alexander  and  Rehecea  (Beatty)  Patterson, 
natives  of  county  Derry,  Ireland,  who  came 
to  America  with  their  parents  when  children, 
settling  in  Pittshurg,  and  finally  removing  to 
liutler  county.  In  ]ii>  ]iarents'  family  were 
the  following  named  children  in  onler  of 
liirth:  .Margaret  F.  (deceased  in  1SS4-);  George 
W.,  Samuel  1!.,  .Vlexander  S.,  Pehecca  and 
Mary. 

In  veterinary  medicine  and  surgery  Mr. 
Patterson  spent  four  years  under  the  tutor- 
ship of  A.  J.  Herrick,  of  Stillwater  and  a 
graduate  of  New  York  College  and  River 
Falls,  Wisconsin.  He  has  superior  capacity 
for  ohserving  and  drawing  lessons  from  e.x- 
jierience,  of  which  he  has  had  a  great  deal. 
He  first  started  in  husiness  on  his  own  ac- 
c(_)unt  in  F.llswortli,  "Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  aliout  four  years.  Moving  to  Piver 
Falls  he  engaged  in  practice  in  company  with 
Dr.  Morton.  A  year  afterward,  that  is,  in 
June,  IS',10,  he  caine  to  La  Cros.^e,  where  he 
is  enjoying  a  good  jiatronage.  which  he  well 
deserves  hy  his  industry,  honesty,  thorough 
knowledge  and  reasonahle  prices.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  made  a  special  study  of  the 
diseases  of  cattle  and  horses. 


O 
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HIF  LA  CPOSSK  FLOUR  AND 
FEED  COMPANY  is  one  of  the 
"^  ]>rosperoiis  enter|irises  of  this  city,  and 
the  individual  memhei's  of  the  same  are 
Frederick  Schwarz  and  Frederick  T.  Ileinkeu. 
Mr.  Schwarz  was  horn  in  Germany,  in  18-iO, 
and  came  to  the  States  in  1881,  settling  fir.st 
in  Ilokah,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained 
onlv  a  few  months.  From  there  he  removed 
to  Onala>k;i.  Wisconsin,  and  lioiight  a  farm, 
on  which  he  resideil  for  three  years.  In 
ISSo  he  sold  this  and  hought  ten  acres  of 
land    in    the   town   of   Shelhy,    adjoining    the 
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city  limits  of  La  Crosse,  on  which  he  built 
two  houses  and  set  out  a  vineyard.  In  No- 
vember, 1891,  Mr.  Sclnvarz  associated  him- 
self with  Mr.  Fred.  T.  Ileinken  in  tiie  flour 
and  feed  business  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse, 
lie  was  married  in  186G,to  Miss  Ida  Michaelis, 
a  native  also  of  Germany,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Bertha,  who  is  now  tiie  wife  of 
Fred.  T.  Ileinken,  of  La  Crosse.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Frederick  T.  Ileinken  was  born  in  Germany 
in  18G3,  to  the  union  of  John  Ileni'v  and 
Fredereka  Ileinken,  natives  also  of  that  coun- 
try. The  father  died  in  1865,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living  in  Germany.  Mr. 
Ileinken  came  to  the  United  States  in  1886, 
and  has  vi.sited  nearly  every  State  in  the 
Union  since  his  arrival  here.  In  July,  1891, 
he  settled  in  La  Crosse,  and  was  married  on 
the  25th  of  that  month.  Miss  Bertha  Schwai'z, 
daughter  of  his  partner.  The  firm  is  com- 
posed of  two  very  active,  energetic  and  push- 
ing men,  with  ca|)ital  enough  for  their 
business,  and  prospects  of  a  successful 
future. 


fllRISTIAN  F.  SCHARPF,  a  native  of 
Wilrttemberg,  Germany,  was  born  July 
19,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  John  G.  and 
Barbara  (Gleser)  Scharpf.  He  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  a  farm,  and  was  also 
early  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the 
weaver's  trade.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
witli  a  fair  education,  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
not  known  what  it  is  to  depend  upon  the 
efforts  of  another.  In  1852  the  family  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  he  stopped  at  Galena, 
Illinois,  intending  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade; 
he  devoted  one  year  to  this  calling,  and  then 
came  to  La  Crosse  where   lie   has  since  made 


his  home.  He  first  went  to  wcjrk  for  his 
brother  George  at  the  trade,  Ijut  at  the  enil 
of  six  mi)!itlis  abandoned  the  V(.icati(jn  alto- 
gether, and  engaged  with  John  C.  Fiilir  to 
learn  the  tinnei'V  trade.  zVfter  serving  an 
apprenticeship  took  a  position  as  foreman 
for  Tenney,  Oatman  tS:  Company,  remaining 
with  tliis  tirm  seven  years.  In  1862  be  em- 
barked in  business  fen-  himself,  forming  a 
partnership  with  (reorge  Edwai'ds,  in  the 
hardware  and  tin  buoiness;  they  were  associ- 
ated together  two  years,  when  Mr.  Edwards 
retired,  being  succeeded  by  Fred  Kroner; 
two  years  later  Charles  H.  Bunting  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Scharpf,  which  existed 
four  years.  He  was  then  alone  for  some 
time,  and  in  1875  he  went  into  business  with 
Fred  Ring,  with  whom  he  was  connected  un- 
til 1881,  Mr.  Ring  tlien  being  succeded  by 
V.  Tausche,  the  latter  buying  Mr.  Scharpf's 
interest  in  1888.  Mr.  Scharpf  is  to  a  gi-eat 
extent  the  father  of  the  hardware  business  in 
La  Crosse,  the  following  gentlemen  having 
been  associated  with  him  for  a  greater  or  less 
period  of  time;  all  of  them  are  active  mer- 
chants in  that  line:  Fred  Dittman,  Fred 
Kroner,  Frank  Doerre,  Digo  Lang,  Adam 
Butch,  V.  Tausche,  aisd  many  others. 

When  Mr.  Scharpf  withdrew  from  the  tirm 
in  1888  he  intended  to  retire  from  active 
business,  but  so  many  years  of  responsibility 
had  untitted  him  for  a  life  from  which  all 
possibilities  of  achievement  were  withdrawn. 
He,  therefore,  embarked  in  the  same  line  of 
trade  and  operated  a  business  until  the  spring 
of  1891,  when  he  sold  his  interest,  his  health 
rendering  it  necessary  for  him  to  have  some 
I'elease  from  close  application-  He  has  been 
an  indefatigable  worker,  and  has  ainassed  a 
handsome  fortune.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
and  has  truly  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortunes.  His  cash  capital  when  he  came  to 
La  Crosse  was  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  but  this 


UK  Id  I!.  M'lii  c.  1  /,    Ills  y.  /7i'  )' 


wais  strongly  siipiileiiifiitoil  \>y  tlie  I'tiilcw- 
iiients  '>f  iiatiii-f.  Politically  ho  is  a  KepiiK- 
lif'aii.  and  i?  rcrving  his  lirst  term  as  ( 'om- 
missioner  <jf  the  I'oor,  an  otiice  to  which  he 
was  electei]  by  the  Council,  lie  i.-  a  nienihcr 
•  it  La  (■l■o^^e  Valley  Le.!,^re.  N...  14',l.  I.O.O. 
!•'.,  and  is  ISecretai-y  id'  the  i-anie.  He  also 
was  tlie  leading  sjiirit  in  securing  funds  tor 
tlie  erection  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  building,  lie 
belongs  t(]  Frontier  Fodge.  No.  4"),  .\.  F.  A: 
A.  M.,  Smith  Chapter,  .No.  13.  K.  A.  M.. 
and  Fa  ("rosse  Commandery.  No.  9.  K.  T. ; 
he  is  Treasurer  of  the  blue  lodge,  and  for 
eightetn  years  was  Trea~\irer uf  the  ctmiman- 
dery;  he  has  in  his  ]ios>ession  a  letter  from 
the  last  named  body,  expressing  the  appreci- 
ation and  esteem  in  which  his  services  were 
held.  Fie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Fa  Crosse 
Turner  Society  for  thirty-tive  years,  and  lias 
held  nuiny  official  positions  in  the  same.  lie 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Fa  Crosse  Board  of 
Traile. 

Mr.  Scharpf  was  marriec]  January  Ft,  1806, 
to  Miss  Julia  IF  Ffund.  a  native  of  Switzer- 
laiul,  born  March  FS,  ls4s.  ilrs.  Scharpf 
was  brouirht  to  America  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  Of  thi?  union  nineehildren  have  been 
born,  si. \  of  them  living:  .Julia,  wife  of  Charles 
Undemaii,  of  .Milwaukee:  Bertha.  Herman  C, 
Albert,  Hilda  and  Freria.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Futhcran  Chureh;  all  are  well 
educated,  and  fidly  abreast  of  the  times  in  all 
lines  of  tiiouglit  and  action. 


fOllN  JO.NFS,  deceased.  wIk.  was  widely 
and  faN'orably  linnwn  in  Fa  Crosse 
county,  was  born  in  AVales,  a  smi  nf 
Tiionias  and  Sarah  Jones.  He  wa>  the  oldest 
of  a  fannlv  of  three  children,  the  younger 
mendiers  of  the  family  being  Mary  and  !)avitl; 
Evan  Jones  was  a  half  brother   t<i  thete  chil- 


<lren.  Our  subject  was  a  carpenter  and  con- 
tractor by  trade,  and  in  later  years  gave  some 
attention  to  (arming;  this  occupation  soon 
engrossed  liir-  time  to  the  exclu.-ion  of  his 
trade. 

In  ISS!)  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Mi)rris,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  (Jone^)  J\Iorris.  and  the  second  of  a 
family  o\'  twelve  children.  In  ls42  they 
emigrated  to  Anieiii-a  and  settled  in  Ficking 
county.  Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  1847. 
In  that  year  they  remi>\fd  to  Canacla.and  for 
eight  years  made  it  their  home.  Ihiriiig  this 
time  Mr.  Jones  worked  at  his  trade,  and  also 
carried  on  a  general  farming  business.  In 
1855  they  returned  to  the  Uniteil  States,  set- 
tling on  a  farm  in  Fa  Crosse  county,  Wiscon- 
sin; this  land  was  situated  in  Hamilton 
township,  the  tract  covering  eighty  acres; 
this  Mr.  Jones  improved,  and  as  his  means 
permitted,  tnade  additions  to  it,  until  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owne<l  "220  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  lies  within  the  boriiers  of  Fa 
Crosse  county.  The  farm  is  well  adapted  to 
stock  and  grain,  and  produces  any  croji  that 
can  be  grown  in  this  Itaitude. 

The  death  of  this  worthy  citizen  occurred 
ilay  7,  lSs3,  atthe  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
In  his  religious  faith  he  was  a  Unitarian, 
and  he  lived  a  consistent  life  according  to 
this  belief.  He  was  a  man  of  high  and  hon- 
oralile  principles,  was  pos.sessed  of  superior 
business  qualifications,  and  was  held  in  great 
refard  by  the  entire  comtiiuiiity.  His  widow 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  se\enty-t  wo  years. 
To  iheir  forty-four  years  of  married  life,  she 
broil •'■ht  every  sweet  and  noble  attribute  to  be 
found  in  a  Christian  wife  and  mother.  'Fhis 
liintui  was  blessed  by  birth  of  six  children: 
^Flrv  is  the  wiilow  of  Timothy  Jenkins,  who 
died  July  24,  18S2;  they  had  four  children 
born  to  them:  Ella,  Anna,  Floyd  and  l^lanciie; 
Hannah  is  tlie  sec<  nd  child,  and  Thomas,  tli 
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tliird-lx)rn,  died  at  the  age  of  tweiity-two 
years;  John  and  Samuel  are  both  farmers  by 
occupation;  the  latter  was  married  December 
22,  1886,  to  Miss  Elsie  Gear,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Fidelia  Gear,  honored  and  re- 
spected residents  of  La  Crosse  count}-;  three 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Ella,  Edna 
and  Elsie;  Sarah  is  the  youngest  child  of  our 
subject  and  wife. 

Mr.  Jones  was  a  man  of  intense  energy  and 
zeal,  and  gave  a  wonderful  impetus  to  those 
enterprises  to  which  he  offered  support.  It  is 
to  such  men  that  the  present  generation  is 
deeplj'  indebted  for  the  advance  of  civiliza- 
tion and  the  great  ]X)?sibilitie9  of  the  future. 


fOHN  KOLLEK,  grocer.— A  careful  re- 
view of  the  business  houses  of  La  Crosse 
develops  the  fact  that  the  grocery  estab- 
lishment of  M.  &  J.  Koller  takes  rank  with 
any  like  establishment  in  the  city,  and  that 
business  is  conducted  on  straightforward  and 
conservative  principles.  Their  stock  embraces 
every  commodity  comprehended  in  the  terms 
fancy  and  staple,  imported  and  domestic  gro- 
ceries, and  their  annual  sales  are  very  large. 
Joim  Koller  was  born  iu  Ripley  county,  In- 
diana, but  he  came  with  his  parents  to  La 
Crosse  in  1868,  and  began  working  in  his 
father's  store,  of  which  he  is  now  joint  pro- 
prietor. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began 
business  for  himself,  but  after  his  father's 
death,  in  1869,  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his 
mother. 

He  was  married  June  4,  1889,  to  Miss 
Margaret  "Weber,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Elizabeth  Weber,  residents  of  La  Crosse, 
where  the  father  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
about  sixty  years,  and  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welier  nine  children 
were  born,  of  whom  Mrs.  Koller  is  the  second. 


She  has  borne  her  husljand  two  children: 
Helen  and  Elizaiieth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koller 
are  niemiiers  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
his  political  views  he  is  independent.  In  all 
his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  Mr.  Kdller 
has  borne  himself  with  dignity  and  homir, 
and  no  establishment  in  La  Crosse  is  more 
worthy  of  patronage  than  tlie  grocery  firm 
of   M.  &  J.  Koller. 

|»|LI;ERT  p.  CLARK,  senior  member  of 
ISl  '^'^  ^'"™  ^'^  Clark  &  Clark,  liverymen, 
^^  328  South  Fifth  street,  was  born  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  January  7,  1858.  His 
parents,  Pennel  L.  and  Martha  L.  (Kimball) 
Clark  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Maine 
respectively,  both  being  of  English  descent. 
They  reared  a  famil}'  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Mary  E.  married  J.  C.  Saupie,  a 
merchant  of  La  Crosse;  Florence  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Morley  and  resides  at  Neills- 
ville,  Wisconsin; Charles  married  Misr^Jennie 
St.  John,  and  is  a  resident  of  Alden,  Minne- 
sota; he  is  station  agent  at  that  point,  and 
owns  a  large  farm  adjoining  the  town;  Will- 
iam died  in  childhood;  AUiert  P.,  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  is  the  second-born.  Heattended 
the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  during  his 
childhood  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the 
sight  of  one  eye;  this  retarded  his  progress 
in  school,  and  in  fact  materially  changed  his 
plans  for  future  work.  His  tirst  experience 
in  business  on  his  own  account  was  in  1880, 
when  he  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping 
horses;  he  carried  on  this  business  for  three 
years,  and  was  then  appointed  a  member  of 
the  police  force  of  this  city.  Ilis  father  was 
Chief  of  Police  for  seven  years  and  he  served 
on  the  force  one  year  and  a  half.  In  1885 
he  began  buying  and  shipping  live-stock  and 
carried  on  an  extensive  trade  in  this  direction 
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until  1S88.  ineetiiitT  with  iiiarixt'd  success. 
In  the  Slimmer  of  ISSs  he  piirciiased  a  lialf 
interest  in  the  li\ei'v  l>usini'>s,  in  wliicli  he 
is  now  engaged,  lieing  associated  witii  his 
cousin,  Frederic  Clark.  Their  stable  is  one 
of  the  best  equipped  in  the  city.  They  own 
twi-nty-two  line  Imrses  and  a  lai'ge  numiier 
ot'  tine  huirines  and  cariiases. 


Kil.VEL  KOLLEi:,  ot  the  tinu  of 
M.  i^'  J.  K(dler,  irrMeervnien  of  La 
^iii^^  Cmsse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio,  September  24,  1851,  to  Micbael. 
Sr.,  and  Christina  (Ilatfenbreitl)  Koller,  the 
foi'inei'  of  whom  came  from  Germany  with 
his  family  in  184-.")  and  ,~ettled  in  C!iiiciniiati. 
In  this  city  he  first  woi'ked  in  a  star  candle 
factory,  ami  later  began  handling  vegetables, 
which  business  he  was  following  at  the  time 
of  his  removal  to  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  in 
1850.  He  there  settled  on  a  farm  and  was 
an  honest  and  industrious  tiller  of  the  soil, 
and,  like  the  majority  of  Germans,  succeeded 
in  accumulating  a  comfortable  comjietency. 
Ill  18()8  the  family  came  to  I^a  Cnjsse,  Wis. 
cousin,  and  in  the  same  year  established  the 
business  which  is  nnw  cunducted  by  his  sons, 
Michael  ami  .lohn.  I'.y  courteous  treatment 
of  their  patron-,  and  fi-om  the  fact  that  they 
keep  a  large  and  \cry  (dioicc  selection  of 
groceries,  they  ba\c  built  up  an  exteiit-ive 
trade  whi(di  is  constantly  on  the  iiici-ease. 
P>oth  partners  ha\e  had  long  expei-ience  and 
possess  excellent  facilities,  infliu-ntial  con- 
nections and  an  intimate  knowledoc  of  the 
wants  of  the  trade. 

The  suliject  of  this  h-ketch  was  married 
January  27,  1SS5.  tip  .Miss  Mar\-  Kindham- 
iner,  daughtei-  of  Peter  and  Kalhaiine  Kind- 
hammer,  who  still  reside  in  (Jermany.  Mrs. 
i\oller   came    to    .\merica    in    iSSl,   and    was 


here  married.  Michael  and  John's  sisters 
are  mariied  as  follows:  lio.-a.  wife  of  Joseiili 
Dcltinich;  Dora,  wife  of  .\.  Scmsch:  Ida, 
wife  of  lleni-y  \\\\\;  and  ('lara,  wifu  of  John 
Stanek.  Ml-,  and  .Mrs.  .M.  Koller  have  two 
children.  Herman  and  Louie.  .Mr.  atid  Mrs. 
Koller  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  Koller  is  independent  in  politics  and 
generally  votes  for  the  man  he  considers  best 
adapted  to  the  office.  The  Koller  brothers 
are  shrewd  and  successful  business  men,  and 
are  in  every  way  woi-tliy  the  confiilence  of 
the  people. 


^OHN  1L\U.  president  of  the  West  La 
^,  Ci'osse  Lumber  Company. — The  situa- 
^75i  tion  ot  La  Crosse  with  reference  to  the 
lumber  trade  e)f  this  section  has  given  the 
city  an  importance  in  this  branch  of  business 
exceeded  by  that  of  no  other  industry,  and 
one  which  has  added  in  a  large  measure  to 
her  commercial  reputation.  The  mention  of 
this  tirm  in  lumber  and  building  circles  car- 
ries with  it,  for  certain  reasons,  a  prestige 
and  confidence  seldom  etijoyed  by  an}'  firm, 
and  this  is  owing  to  the  pluck,  business 
capabilities  and  integrity  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Kan  was  liorn  in  Wiirttemberg,  (ier- 
mauy,  ^[arch  1!'.  182S.  but  in  the  fall  ot 
1852  landed  at  New  York  city,  and  latei-  set- 
tle<l  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  whei'e  he  was  engaged 
in  ro])e-making  for  four  years,  having  learned 
tlie  art  in  his  native  land.  In  185t)  he  went 
to  (Talesliurg,  lllinoi.~,  where  he  ojiened  a 
rope  factory  ami  ran  it  foi-  tweUc  years, 
or  until  18(57,  wlii-n  he  removed  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  ,'ind  opeui'd  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment, which  business  he  followed  until 
IMK),  with  very  good  success.  In  the  last 
mentioned  year  lie  iiecame  pre^id^'nt  and 
ti-easurer   (if   the    W.'^t     La    ('rosse    Lnndier 
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Cuinpaiiy,  and  although  tlieir  sales  were  very 
large  in  1S90  the  low  water  of  1891  was 
louch  against  them.  j\Ir.  llau  was  one  of 
La  Crosse's  most  able  Alderuieii  for  fourteen 
or  iifteeu  years,  and  served  two  years  as  City 
Treasurer;  was  also  president  of  the  Council 
in  1886  and  acting  Mayor.  lie  was  also 
County  Supervisor  for  one  term,  and  has 
always  had  the  confidence  of  the  people,  as 
his  official  career  shows. 

His  mari-iage  to  Miss  Sebelia  Merc  was 
consummated  December  7,  1852,  in  AVooster, 
Ohio,  to  which  place  she  came  from  Ger- 
many the  same  year  of  her  marriage.  They 
have  two  children:  John  R.,  Jr.,  who  is 
secretary  in  a  mill,  was  -married  to  ]\[iss 
Lydia  Alder,  by  whom  he  has  three  children, 
Freddie,  Bertie  and  Edie;  and  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Thoeney,  a  stone-cutter  and  contractor 
of  La  Crosse.  She  died  in  1882,  at  tlie  age 
of  twenty-eight  years,  two  children,  William 
and  Charlie,  surviving  her.  Mr.  Rau  is  a 
member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  order 
he  is  one  of  the  oldest  memliers  of  the  city, 
and  he  usually  supports  the  principles  of 
Democracy.  With  his  quiet,  unassuming 
manners,  strict  integrity  and  fine  business 
qualifications,  he  has  succeeded  in  building 
up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  patronage,  and 
he  is  well  known  and  a  great  favorite  among 
his  cotemporaries. 

His  parents,  Caspar  and  Susanna  Rau, 
came  from  Germany  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
in  1874,  after  a  short  stay  in  Galesbnrg,  Illi- 
nois. While  visiting  his  son  Jacob  in  La 
Crosse,  in  1857,  he  was  taken  ill  and  died,  at 
the  age  of  si.xty-three  years,  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  name  was 
Anna,  having  died  when  he  was  four  years  of 
age,  and  was  buried  in  Gerinany.  Of  eight 
children  born  to  them,  all  died  in  early  child- 
hood but  three.  Daniel  came  to  this  country 
with   liis  father,  but   at  the  end  of  six  years 


returned  to  (ilerniany,  where  he  yet  lives. 
John  Rau  has  one  brother  who  was  a  resident 
of  La  Crosse  for  thirty  years,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Wycoff,  Minnesota.  Mr.  Rau's 
father  was  first  married  in  1826,  and  his  wife 
Itore  him  seven  children,  his  union  with  his 
second  wife  resulting  in  the  birth  of  one 
child.  He  has  lieen  a  member  of  Deutscher 
Yerein  for  over  twenty-five  years. 


mOUIS  RUNCKEL,  a  successful  druggist 
M/k  of  La  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
^^^  born  in  Eckelshausen,  on  the  river  Lahn, 
in  the  province  of  Hesse  Nassau,  April  12, 
1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Geoi'ge  and  Christina 
(Mengel)  Runckel,  who  were  also  born  in 
Germany;  his  father  was  an  official  of  the 
German  Government,  serving  in  the  Forestry 
Department,  and  his  birthplace  was  Fridberg, 
near  Frankfort-on-the-Main ;  the  mother  came 
from  Berleburg,  Westphalia.  Louis  Runckel 
had  grown  to  tlie  age  of  fifteen  years  Iiefore 
he  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy,  serving  as 
apprentice  three  years,  after  which  he  passed 
an  examination  as  assistant.  Then  he  was 
prescription  clerk  at  different  places,  and 
next  extended  his  pharmaceutic  and  other 
studies  attlie  University  of  Giessen.  Hisliter- 
ary  education  was  received  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  own  country,  and  when  he  took  up  his 
professional  work  he  entered  the  University 
of  Giessen,  from  which  he  was  graduated, 
receiving  his  diploma  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
and  Me:lical  Departmeutof  hisState.  In  1866 
he  determined  to  come  to  America,  and  after 
arriving  he  settled  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 
One  yeai-  later  he  estal)lished  himself  in  tlie 
drug  business  which  he  has  conducted  with 
that  intelligence  which  has  brought  success. 
He  is  thoi'oughly  trained  in  all  the  details  of 
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})liarinaey  and  cliemistn',  and.  tliereture,  coin- 
])ett'nt  in  liis  pnife.-.-ioii. 

Mr.  Runekel  was  iinitt'd  in  niarriaj^o  in 
La  Crosse,  to  Mrs.  ilinnie  Mteller,  nee  Ficker, 
ii  native  of  Saxony,  and  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Johanna  (Scliaettler)  Ficker,  tt'ho 
are  al.so  natives  of  Saxony.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
liunckel  have  been  born  two  sons:  Carl  and 
Louis.  By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Runekel 
had  three  children:  Adolpli  Moritz,  of 
^Vi^ona,  ^linnesota;  Olga,  wife  of  William 
Fosc;  and  Adelbert  Mteller,  a  member  of 
the  Wisconsin  Hank  Note  and  Lithographing 
Company. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
( )rdi'r  of  I'liited  Workmen,  and  of  the  (ier- 
inania  Society.  He  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  in  business  circles,  and  is  worth}' 
of  ihe  confidence  reposed  in  him. 


fROFESSOR EDWARD  SCIIEITFLER, 
professor  of  music  at  La  Crosse,  Wis-* 
cjnsin,  is  another  of  the  many  promi- 
nent citizens  of  German  natixity,  his  birth 
occurring  tfanuary  23.  1^52,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Johanna  (^ihirschel)  Scheufler, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  wliere  they  passed 
their  entire  lives.  The  father  was  a  teacher, 
and  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  in 
Gndensberg,  province  Ilessen  Nassau,  having 
a  life  position,  lie  died  before  his  time  for 
a  pension.  He  was  also  orgatiist  in  the  prin- 
ti\]y,i\  church  of  the  city,  and  an  excellent 
musician.  I'i-ofes,--or  l'!d\\ard  Schculler  took 
his  first  lessons  in  music  ti-om  him,  but  sub- 
sequently took  lessons  from  I'rofessoi-  Will- 
iam Yolkmar  (known  tbroughout  the  entire 
musical  world  i,  in  piano  ami  organ  playing 
and  in  hai'mony.  He  then  went  to  Stuttgart, 
studying  at  the  ( 'onservatory  under  the  best 
professors  at  that  ])lace,  and  in  ISTl  came  to 


America,  locating  first  at  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia,  where  he  remained  until  September 
9,  1>I()0.  He  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  and 
took  charge  of  the  Deutseher-Yerein  Society. 
He  also  trains  the  boy  choir  in  Christ's  Epis- 
copal Church,  is  giving  music  lessons,  and  is 
one  of  the  important  acquisitions  to  the  city. 
He  was  married  on  the  l()th  of  June,  1874, 
in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  to  Miss  Matilda 
Tiemann,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sopliia 
Tiemann,  and  a  lady  of  refinenient  and  intel- 
ligence. Her  jiarcnts  were  also  natives  of 
Germany,  but  came  to  this  country  thirty-five 
years  ago,  and  located  in  Wheeling,  where 
their  children  were  born.  One  daughter, 
Mary,  became  the  wife  of  L.  J.  Bayha, 
cashier  of  the  German  Bank  of  AVheeling;  a 
son,  Charles,  is  deceased,  and  William  is  now 
a  resident  of  Wheeling.  Professor  and  Mrs. 
Scheufler  are  the  parents  of  three  interesting 
children:  Carl,  Harr^-  and  Lulu.  Mr.  Tie- 
mann died  in  18S8,  at  the  age  of  eighty- Sve 
years,  but  Mrs.  Tiemann  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  with  the  Professor  and  his 
wife.  She  is  now  seventy-three  years  of  age, 
and  has  reached  the  age  when  tenderness, 
respect  and  reverence  are  due,  and  all  of  these 
she  receives  from  those  with  whom  she  lives. 
Professor  and  Mrs.  Scheufler  are  members 
of  the  Lutliern  Church,  prominent  members 
in  Society,  and  have  many  sincere  friends. 
Professor  is  a  member  of  Teutonia  Lodge 
No.  8,  A.  ().  U.  W.,  of  La  Crosse,  and  takes 
little  interest  in  politics,  voting  for  tlie  man 
and  not  for  the  party.  The  Wheeling  Intel- 
ligencer  of  September  9,  1890,  says:  "Profes- 
sor Scheufler  came  to  Wheeling  nineteen 
years  ago,  and  has  won  his  way  into  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow  countrymen  by  ins  genial 
manner,  upright  londuct  and  zeal  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  singing  societies  nniler  his 
charge.  He  has  been  director  of  the  Ger- 
tnania    since    1874,   and   of   the    Mozart  and 
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Beethoven  since  1884.  Besides  these  duties 
lie  was  organist  in  the  St.  Jacob  Cliurch 
three  years,  Zion  Church  seven  years,  and 
St.  John's  Church  seven  years.  St.  Jolin's 
Church  presented  him  with  a  very  handsome 
ffold  enameled  ring,  set  with  diamonds,  and 
passed  resolutions  regretting  his  departure." 

fOSEPIl  RIESE,  a  popular  business  man, 
cigar  manufacturer,  and  leader  of  the 
Gateway  City  Band,  at  1109  South 
Fourth  street,  La  Crosse,  AVisconsin,  was 
born  in  Austria  January  2(3,  1852.  and  is  the 
elder  of  two  children.  Frank,  the  other  son, 
married,  and  in  August  1887,  went  to  Wash- 
ington State,  where  he  resides  at  the  present 
time.  He  owns  a  farm  and  deals  in  stock, 
but  in  connection  is  also  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business.  He  has  traveled  a  great  deal, 
is  genial  and  courteous,  and  has  many  warm 
friends.  The  parents  of  these  boys,  Frank 
and  Anna  (Wanner)  Riese,  were  both  natives 
of  Austria,  and  the  father  was  a  prosperous 
farmer.  The  latter  came  to  America  in  1864, 
bought  about  200  acres  in  La  Crosse  county, 
and  is  residing  here  at  the  present  time.  He 
sold  120  acres  of  the  original  tract.  Mr. 
Riese  is  an  excellent  farmer,  strictly  lionest 
and  upright,  and  keenly  ?live  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  farm.  His  wife  died  when  but 
thirty-two  years  of  age.  Joseph  Riese 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  during  his  boy- 
liood,  and  was  in  his  thirteenth  year  when  he 
came  with  him  to  America.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  learning  his  trade,  and  has 
followed  this  ever  since,  starting  his  business 
in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  1870. 
He  has  resided  in  this  city  ever  since,  and,  on 
an  average,  manufactures aliout  200,000  cigars 
annually.  He  employs  about  five  hands  at 
present,  but  sometimes  employs  about  a  dozen 


or  more.  His  work  gives  a  high  degree  of 
satisfaction,  for  he  adheres  strictly  to  just 
methods,  handles  only  reliable  stock,  and 
produces  nothing  but  tirst-class  goods.  Mr. 
Riese  studied  music  in  Austria,  beginning  in 
his  ninth  yeai',  and  has  Ijeen  leader  of  the 
Gateway  City  Band  for  more  than  twelve 
years.  He  is  a  natural  musician  and  plays 
on  all  the  instruments  in  the  band,  besides 
several  others.  He  can  compose  music,  and 
has  some  very  excellent  pieces  (_)f  liis  own 
execution.  He  has  arranged  for  a  numljer 
of  concerts.  He  is  as  efficient  in  \ocal  as 
instrumental  music,  and  his  band  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  State,  receiving  frequent  calls 
for  discoursing  music  at  fairs,  conventions, 
funerals  and  gatherings.  He  is  a  useful  man 
in  his  calling,  is  progressi->e  in  his  views  and 
Well  to  the  front  in  all  enterprises  for  tlie 
good  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Riese  was  married  JS'ovember  17, 1873, 
to  Miss  Katie  Eiden,  of  La  Crosse  county, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  tive  children:  Joseph  P.,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  manufactory;  Emma;  Lena, 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Emaline  and 
Katie.  Mr.  Riese  io  a  member  of  the  L  O. 
0.  F.,  and  the  Sons  of  Hermann.  In  the  lat- 
ter organization  he  has  held  nearly  all  the 
offices.  He  is  also  a  member  of  tlie  Concordia 
Aid  Society,  the  Germania  Musical  Society, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
is  an  esteemed  and  valued  citizen. 


fAMES  H.  McDEP.MOTT,  manager  of 
the  La  Crosse  branch  of  the  Independent 
Oil  Company,  located  on  Third  street, 
La  Crosse  city,  Wisc(insin,  was  born  in  the 
Keystone  State,  Lvcoming  county,  July  21, 
1802.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Downs)  McDermott,  natives  of  the  Emerald 
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Isle,  who  are  iidw  living  in  Willianisport, 
Pennsylvania.  Tiie  parents  came  to  tliis 
conntry  when  young,  were  married  here,  ami 
here  the  father  has  followed  iiis  trade,  con- 
tractor on  stonework,  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  and  wife  are  now  aliout  tit'ty  years  of  age. 
Of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union,  all 
live  in  Pennsyl^'iu'a  except  James  11.  The 
latter,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
when  ten  years  of  age  hegan  working  with 
the  present  company,  and  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  in  different  places  in  Pennsylvania, 
Dakota,  and  Minnesota,  being  with  the  latter 
company  in  Dakota  and  Minnesota.  He  is 
well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  the  business, 
and  spent  several  years  with  one  of  the  re- 
fineries at  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  lie  came 
to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  opened  out  the 
present  business  in  1890,  for  the  Independent 
Oil  Compau}.  Previous  to  this  he  had  re- 
sided at  St.  Paul  for  five  yeai's,  and  was  also 
on  the  road  for  several  years.  He  has  had 
experience  in  all  departments  of  the  oil  busi- 
ness, first  in  the  oil  department,  then  in  the 
office,  and  afterwards  on  the  road  as  salesman. 
lie  began  business  in  La  Cri_)sse  in  September 
1890,  ami  this  has  been  steadily  increasing 
until  it  forms  now  one  of  the  growing  enter- 
prises of  the  city.  There  are  ten  employees, 
and  they  do  business  in  AVisconsiu,  Minne- 
sota and  Iowa.  The  home  office  is  in  St  Paul 
and  bi'aiurh  offices  are  in  La  (^rosse,  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  Minneapolis  ami  Duluth,  besides 
numerous  agencies  established  in  Dakota, 
Michigan  and  Iowa,  'llicy  have  sale  stations 
also,  some  of  the  latter  in  Imth  North  and 
SMiifli  Dakota. 

Mr.  McDermcjtt  was  married  November 
10,  1888,  to  Miss  Rose  Mulholhird,  daughter 
of  John  Mulhollard  of  Watertown.  Dakota. 
The  father  was  hotel  propi-i(>tor  in  his  town 
liut   sold    out  and    is    now    in    the  real  estate 


business.  He  is  City  Assessor  of  his  town. 
His  six  children  are  grown  to  mature  years. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDermott  have  been  born 
three  children:  Leah  and  Leal  (twins)  and 
Mary  Ellen.  Mrs.  McDermott  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  formerly 
a  teacher  of  established  reputation,  and  is  a 
lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement.  Although 
quite  a  new  accession  to  the  business  circles 
of  La  Crosse,  Mr.  McDermott  is  well  versed 
in  his  business,  and  stands  high  socially  and 
morally  among  a  large  and  increasing  circle 
of  acquaintances.  For  want  of  time  he  takes 
very  little  interest  in  politics. 


^ON.  THEODORE  KODOLF,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  and  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  La  Crosse  county,  died  at  his 
home  in  La  Crosse.  February  12,  1892.  He 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  born  in  the  can- 
ton of  Argovia,  October  17,  1851.  He  de- 
voted his  earlier  years  to  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion, and  was  a  student  in  a  college  of  Aaran^ 
the  capital  of  his  native  canton,  and  also  in 
the  University  of  Zurich.  His  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Emerencia  Ivodolf,  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  America  in  1833;  the  father 
died  of  yellow  fever  soon  after  landing  in 
Xew  Orleans,  and  in  1S34  the  mother  with 
her  children  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  set 
tied  on  a  farm  in  La  Fayette  county.  There 
was  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  In  1810  Tiieodore  Rodolf 
went  to  Mineral  Point,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  and  also  dealt  in 
tlie  products  of  the  leall  mines.  Thirteen 
years  later  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  where 
he  assinncd  the  duties  of  Receiver  in  the  land 
otlice  by  ap]iointinent  of  President  Pierce, 
lie  held  tiiis  position  by  reappointment  of 
I'resi(h-nt   F.ucbanan  until  ISOI.      After    that 
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time  he  was  largely  engaged  in  insurance 
and  real-estate  operations.  While  a  resident 
of  Mineral  Point  he  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  all  the  pnl)lic  movements  oi  that 
city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  La  Crosse  county  four  years, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  Board  for  one  year- 
He  was  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1S68  and  1870_ 
and  a  meml)er  of  the  Legislature  during 
the  same  years.  He  received  the  Demoeiatic 
vote  for  Speaker  the  second  term,  but  was 
defeated,  the  Republicans  being  in  the  ma- 
jority. He  was  Democratic  candidate  for 
Presidential  Elector  at  large  in  1864,  and 
the  same  party's  candidate  for  Elector  in  the 
sixth  district  in  1868,  the  Pepublicans  in 
both  cases  being  in  the  ascendant.  He  was 
also  Democratic  candidate  for  State  Senator 
in  1876.  He  was  a  life-long  Democrat,  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  Western  Wisconsin,  and 
was  well  knuwn  throughout  the  State.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  T.  0.  O. 
F.,  and  in  1875  he  was  Grand  ]\raster  of  tlie 
State.  He  represented  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  United  States  lield  in  Philadelphia 
in  1876. 

Mr.  Rodolf  was  reared  in  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Switzerland,  liutwas  never  identi- 
fied with  any  religious  body  in  America. 
He  was  married  in  1839  to  Miss  Marie 
Ann  Thomas,  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  them 
were  born  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Four  died  within  as  many  weeks 
of  diphtheria.  Theodore  F.,  the  eldest  son,  is 
now  deceased.  The  others  are:  Julia;  Emily, 
wife  of  William  Servis;  Edward  G. ;  Cora 
M.,  wife  of  Mayor  Copeland;  and  Stella, 
wife  of  B.  F.  Bowen,  of  Orlando,  Florida. 
Mr.  Rodolfs  illness  Ijegan  with  injuries 
received  from  a  fall  on  the  steps  leading  to 
the  Batavian  l.ank.  After  this  accident  he 
never  recovered  his  health,  and  died  February 


12,  1892  after  a  long  illness.  The  City 
Council  attended  his  funeral  in  a  body,  and 
drafted  resolutions  of  sympathy  and  respect. 
The  mayor's  chair  was  draped  in  mourning, 
and  the  pall-bearers,  six  in  number,  were  all 
ex-mayors.  During  all  the  years  of  his  re.-i- 
denee  in  La  Crosse  county,  he  left  an  indeli- 
ble impress  upon  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  most  worthy  enterprises  of  the  com- 
munity. 


I^PETTEL  BROS.,  photographers.  La 
tl^l  ^'■'O*'*®!  Wisconsin. — The  last  few  years 
^^  have  wrought  wonderful  changes  for  the 
better  in  the  artist's  and  photograplier's  art, 
and  those  citizens  of  La  Crosse  who  have  not 
had  their  portraits  taken  are  much  behind 
the  times.  There  is  perhaps  no  establish- 
ment in  the  city  that  shows  more  conspicu- 
ously the  rapid  development  and  improvement 
of  the  methods  of  producing  portraits,  than 
that  known  as  Spettel  Bi-os.  A.  F.  Spettel 
is  a  native  born  resident  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin, his  birth  occurring  August  7,  1866, 
ami  is  the  s m  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Spettel, 
the  father  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the 
mother  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Joseph  Spettel, 
who  was  a  ship  builder,  came  to  America  in 
1861,  and  followed  his  trade  in  Xew  York 
tor  a  short  time.  Subseijueiitly  lie  was  in 
Milwaukee  for  a  year  and  then  ivent  to  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  married.  During  the 
war  he  traveled  all  through  the  South  in  tlie 
employ  of  the  United  States,  repairing  boats, 
and  after  cessation  of  hostilities  returned  to 
Milwaukee,  where  he  resided  for  several 
years.  Pie  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, aiiil  has  been  a  resident  of  that  city  for 
the  ])ast  twenty-six  years.  He  is  now  fifty- 
nine  years  of  age  and  is  retired.  The  mother 
is    forty-nine   years   of  age.     Tlieir   children 
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are  named  in  tlie  order  of  their  hirtlis  as  fol- 
lows: (Meiuent,  senior  member  of  tlie  firm  of 
Spettfl  Bros.:  A.  1".:  Ma  Lizzie,  one  of  the 
leading  clerks  in  the  Ti-:ide  Palace,  where  she 
has  hecn  for  the  past  fonr  years;  Leo.  ^fa- 
in ie  Carrie  and  Millie:  the  last  four  are 
attendiiifi-  schools.  Mr.  A.  F.  Spettel,  a  mem- 
her  (if  the  firm,  has  lieen  engaj^ed  in  photog- 
ra|ih_v  >\\\w  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  has 
traveled  in  this  business  over  a  great  many 
States,  getting  different  views  in  different 
localities,  and  has  niade  a  study  of  life  sized 
portraits.  After  traveling  for  two  years  he 
embarked  in  this  business  with  his  brother 
Clement,  under  the  firm  title  of  Spettel  Bros. 
Their  business  has  increased  rapidly  and  they 
have  0])ened  a  gallery  on  the  South  side,  that 
they  may  the  lietter  take  care  of  their  increas- 
ing business.  It  is  the  finest  gallery  in  the 
city  of  La  Crosse.  They  at  first  commeTiced 
business  on  a  small  scale,  but  Ijuilt  on  a  sure 
foundation,  and  tlieir  present  work  and  in- 
crease of  business  sliows  the  wisdom  (d'  the 
plan.  Their  work  comjjares  most  favorably 
with  any  in  the  State,  and.  as  before  stated, 
they  have  a  gallery  in  both  North  and  South 
La  Cro>se,  to  accomnioilate  their  constantly 
increasing  business.  The  galleries  are  well 
locaU'il  f(ir  their  business,  and  most  efiicient 
service  is  rendered  in  every  de])artn)ent.  The 
Spettels  arc  members  of  the  ( 'athc 'lie  Church, 
and  one  of  the  city's  nu)>t  ('nter|irising  citi- 
zens. Clement  Spettel,  senioi- member  of  the 
above  mentinned  firm,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  September  7,  l^til:.  and  came  with  bis 
parents  to  La  Cro.-se  when  Imt  a  yeai-  old. 
He  started  in  the  portrait  work  with  L.  V.. 
Meason,  of  La  Crosse,  and  wiu-kcil  there  for 
four  and  a  half  years.  He  then  wi-nt  to  work 
in  North  f-a  Crosse  for  himself,  188G,  and  has 
followed  this  business  since.  At  the  end  of 
one  year  his  business  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  had  to  call  on    his   brother, 


A.  F.,  for  assistance.  Clement  Spettel  is  one 
of  the  finest  operators  and  retouchers  ever  in 
the  city  of  La  Crt)sse.  fie  has  made  it  a 
constant  ^tudy  for  years.  lie  has  visited 
stmiios  in  the  East  and  South  to  make  his 
studio  one  of  the  finest  in  the  land. 


f^li  <  *.  IH'NT.  who  has  for  many  years 
'■'Sm'  ''^'*^"  <^  ti'usted  emjiloye  of  the  railway 
■^"^  mail  service  of  the  United  States,  is  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  October  24:,  1S52.  His 
father,  A.  O.  Hunt,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  emigrated  from  that  State  to  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  remained  there,  devoting  his  -ner- 
gies  to  the  enterprise,  until  1S5-1-,  when  he 
came  to  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin ;  here  his 
business  was  in  a  mercantile  line,  and  he  met 
with  gratifying  success.  Throughout  all  his 
career  he  was  honored  and  respected  for  the 
strict  integrity  of  his  dealings.  He  was  a 
man  of  rare  force  of  character,  and  his  many 
good  deeds  attest  the  usefulness  of  his  life, 
lie  was  born  September  10,  1809,  and  died 
F'ebruary  15,  1877.  lie  was  twice  married, 
and  of  the  first  union  six  children  were  Ikirn, 
three  of  whom  are  li\-ing:  lleni-y  C.,  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legishiture,  is  a  resident  of 
Reedsburg,  Wisconsin;  he  served  four  years 
in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  an  Illinois 
regiment,  and  pai-ticipated  in  several  (d'  the 
most  imjiortant  battles  cd'  the  contlict;  politi- 
cally be  atfiliates  with  the  Democratic  Jiarty, 
but  was  elected  from  a  district  pronouncedly 
Uepublican;  he  is  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  and  is  niarricil.  his  wife's 
maiden  name  being  Mary  K.  Smith;  Albert 
V.  was  color-liearer  of  the  Fourth  .\ew  Vtu'k 
iVrtillcry.  and  servi.-d  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end   of  the   struggle;    he   married    Miss 
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Sarah  Hunt,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Vir- 
ginia, engaged  in  the  liardware  business;  and 
Helen,  wife  of  ]\Ir.  Macuniher,  of  Boston. 

Of  the  second  marriage  the  subject  of  this 
notice  is  the  only  surviving  child.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  clerking  in  a 
general  store,  and  afterwards  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  party  that  surveyed  the  Giand 
Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad  through  Michi- 
gan. When  this  work  was  done  he  secured 
a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  Rudd  &  Green 
at  Rudd's  Mills,  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  remained  there  seven  years.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  a  new  exjierience  awaited  him 
on  the  Pacific  coast;  there  he  spent  one  year 
on  a  ranch,  returning  home  on  account  of 
illness.  lie  then  resumed  the  business  he 
had  left,  with  the  same  firm,  continuing  in 
their  employ  iintil  J  uly  4,  1879,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  his  present  position,  which 
he  has  filled  faithfully  and  acceptably  "through 
all  the  different  kinds  of  weather  and  admin- 
istrations.'' His  first  run  was  between  La 
Crosse  and  Chicago,  on  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  but  at  the  present 
time  his  run  is  between  Winona  and  Chicago. 
Thirteen  years  of  service  have  tested  his  abil- 
ity, and  the  honor  and  integrity  of  his  pur- 
pose have  not  fallen  short  of  his  mental 
capacity.  He  has  been  promoted  to  the 
highest  point  attained  in  this  branch  of  tlie 
Government  service. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  married  September  21, 
1877,  to  Miss  J.  R.  Barstow,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  E.  Carstow,  of  Reeds- 
burg,  Wisconsin.  Tlie  father  died  March  9. 
1883,  aged  sixty  years,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  September  29,  1877,  aged  fifty-three 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barstow  are  the  parents 
of  four  daughters:  Cornelia,  wife  of  George 
Benedict;  Nellie,  wife  of  Joe  Denning; 
Martha,  widow  of  Hannibal  Ayres,  and  Mrs. 
Hunt.     Mr.    Hunt   takes   an    active    interest 


in  political  questions.  He  is  a  natural  me- 
chanic, and  does  remarkably  fine  wurk  in 
wood;  he  also  has  a  decided  taste  for  natural 
history,  and  has  made  a  fine  collection  of 
specimens.  At  one  time  he  held  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk,  was  station  agent,  telegraph 
operator,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. He  has  always  enjoyed  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  conam unity  in 
which  he  lives. 


Xgj^ILLIAM  GALYIN,  traveling  auditor 
w/wll  ^^  '^'^  Xorthern  Pacific  Railroad,  came 
l-^jj^  to  La  Crosse  in  1869,  and  has  been  a 
resident  here  ever  since.  He  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  Galena,  Illinois,  April  9, 1847, 
and  his  parents,  D.  and  Bridget  Galvin,were 
natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  was  engaged 
in  buying  grain,  held  a  number  of  offices  in 
Galena,  and  was  extensively  known.  He  was 
hard  of  hearing  and  was  killed  by  the  cars 
when  crossing  a  railroad  track.  He  was  bom 
in  the  year  1802,  and  came  to  America  in 
1838.  He  was  straightforward,  honest  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  many  ]iul)lic 
trusts  he  ban  held  were  kept  with  the  most 
scrupulous  fidelity.  He  was  jiresident  o"f  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  was  an  important 
factor  in  educational  affairs.  He  died  in 
October,  1884,  and  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife, 
who  died  November  2,  188G,  when  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  William  Galvin  is  the 
oldest  living  child  born  to  his  ])arents;  then 
Katherine,  wile  of  T.  L.  McDermit,  of  Ga- 
lena, Illinois;  and  then  I).  J.,  who  resides  in 
Jamestown,  Noi'th  Dakota,  and  who  married 
Miss  Catherine  Calahan.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  Galena,  Illinois,  and  commenced 
for  himself  on  the  Southern  Minnesota  Rail- 
road.     When   the   system  was  bought  out  he 
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still  rt'iiiainc'l  in  the  employ  of  the  shiiic 
roiid,  haviiii;  heeii  with  the  same  t'or  alioiit 
twenty  years,  and  tilling  almost  all  the  posi- 
tiims  ii]i  to  the  one  he  now  liohls.  He  first 
eommenceil  as  exj>ense-liill  clerk,  and  was 
aj^ent  for  La  Crosse  station  just  pi-ecedino- 
his  present  appointment.  He  is  one  of  the 
county's  best  citizens,  and  takes  an  interest 
in  whatever  promises  good  for  his  commu- 
nity. He  was  married  on  the  loth  of  De- 
cember, 1ST3,  to  Miss  ^largaret  A.  Manning, 
daiigliter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Manning,  of 
La  Crosse.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
L-elaiid.  l)Ut  came  to  this  country  when 
young.  The  father  was  engaged  East  in  the 
grocery  business,  lie  died  when  forty-two 
years  of  age.  but  his  widow  is  still  living, 
and  is  se\-enty-five  years  of  age.  They  had 
si.\  children,  three  still  living:  Thomas,  of 
La  Crosse;  Elizabeth  and  Mrs.  ( Jahin.  Mr. 
(ialvin  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Galvin  are  members  of  the  Human  Catholic 
Church. 

iW^  ^^"'  I"'-"^'^* '^'-  coo]-er.--.Vmong  the 
aP>  standard  and  leailing  establishments  of 
^>''  the  city  of  La  Cro>se,  AVisconsin,  is 
tlie  coopering  estaMi-hment  of  ]\[r.  Hi-yilon, 
tiie  manager  of  the  LaCi'osse  liarrel  factories 
of  Messrs.  Doud.  Sons  A:  Co.  The  factories 
are  at  Winona.  ^lankato.  Stillwater,  Duluth 
and  West  Superioi',  and  stave  factories  are  at 
Itu<lolph  and  Pitf>ville.  Wisi-oii>in.  The 
goods  are  guaranteed  and  standanl  with  the 
trade.  Tho.-^e  dealing  wi'h  .Mr.  Hev<lon  will 
get  advantages  not  dujilicited  (d.-ewhcre,  for 
tlie  machinery  in  use  isol'  the  tincst  and  most 
modern  make;  the  gcjod--  can  be  made  at  less 
C(.ist  than  at  many  other  |ilaces,  and  for  this 
reason  can  be  sold  at  vei-y    reasonable   prices. 


Mr.  IL'vdon  was  born  in  Onondaga  county. 
New  York,  April  17,  IsCS.  to  Miles  and  Be- 
linda (Sym(mds)  Heydon,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  who  came  to  Xew  York  when 
about  twentv-one  years  of  a_'e.  and  there  fol- 
lowed farming  thi-oughout  the  renuiinder  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  wai-  of 
1S12  for  several  months,  and  die  1  at  about 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  his  wife  having 
passed  from  life  many  years  before.  Their 
union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  five  son?  and 
four  daughters,  seven  members  of  whi(di 
family  grew  to  maturity  and  four  are  now 
living:  Leiinard;  Parker;  H.  A\'..  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  John,  all  c_d'  whom  ari' 
living  in  Western  New  York  with  the  excep- 
tion of  E.  W.  The  latter  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  York,  and  in  tlie 
State  of  his  birth  learned  the  details  of  farm- 
ing and  the  cooper's  trade.  With  the  desire 
to  better  his  financial  afl'airs  he  came  West 
Septemljer  5,  1853.  and  until  1857  was  a 
resident  of  Lockport,  Hlinois,  but  from  Trem- 
pealeau count}',  Wisconsin,  he  came  to  La 
Cro.-se  about  twelve  years  since  and  has  since 
conducte(l  a  farm  as  well  as  Ins  coo[)erage 
establishment.  While  in  Trempealeau  county 
he  was  a  school  otKcial  and  was  an  important 
factoi-  in  the  educational  atfairs  of  his  ci_)m- 
mnnity. 

In  February,  l^t)L  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  in  Company  I,  Thirty  sixth  Wisconsin 
^^ll^ntc(■r  Inrantry,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  reti'i-sbiirg,  which  lastecl  several 
months,  and  later  took  part  in  the  deadly 
(diarge  at  that  place.  He  held  the  rank  of 
First  Lieutenant  on  entering  the  service,  and 
later  was  promoteil  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
He  was  detailed  on  the  start  to  gather  aliout 
him  some  sixty  men  who  were  at  home  on 
furlough,  and  after  doing  so  reported  for  duty 
at  .\lexandria.  \'irginia,  to  (ieiieral  l!rig;,'s. 
He    was    honorably  discharged    in    January, 
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1865,  on  account  of  disability  and  returned 
lionie,  l)ut  for  some  time  previous  to  doing 
so  assisted  in  the  pay  rolls.  Since  the  war 
he  has  given  his  attention  to  his  trade  and 
has  done  well,  being  now  one  of  the  wide- 
awake men  of  La  Crosse.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  takes 
considerable  interest  in  politics  and  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  but  has  never  put  forward 
his  claims  for  political  pieference.  He  is  a 
worthy  and  industrious  citizen,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  honorable  in  his  l)usiness 
transactions.  In  his  business  he  goes  on  the 
principle  that  it  is  the  cheapest  to  buy  the 
best,  make  the  best,  and  sell  the  best  that 
the  trade  can  afford. 

September   22.   1857,  he  was  married,   in 
Trempealeau  county,  to  Miss  Gertrude  Uoud, 
daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Sarah  (Comstock) 
Duud,  both  natives  of  .lefferson  county,  New 
York,    moving   afterwards    to    Michigan    in 
1836,  having  been  married  in  New  York  two 
years    earlier.      They    resided    in    Michigan 
until    1842,  then  moved   to   Kendall  county, 
Illinois,  to  Lockport,  Will  county,  of  the  same 
State    in    1849,  and   to   Wisconsin    in   1857, 
landing   in   Trempealeau  county   on  the  22d 
of  May.     The    father   was  a   farmer,  but  al- 
ways followed  coopering.      He  now  resides  in 
Winona,   Minnesota,   at    the    age   of   eighty- 
three   years,  his   wife  having  died    Maj'   13, 
1887,    aged    seventy-seven    years.       To  this 
coiiple  eight  children  were  born,  two  of  whom 
died  in  irifancy:    Roice   resides    in    Winona, 
Minnesota,  his  first  wife   being   Iowa  Batch- 
elder,  and    his    second,    Jesse    Muir;    Anna 
(Mrs.  Heydon);  Anna,  widow  of  Aimer  Har- 
ris, resides  in  Winona;    Marietta  (deceased); 
George    (deceased);    Maria    Louisa,    wife    of 
George   M.    Brusii,    resides   in    Minneapolis; 
Cornelia   L.,  widow  of    Fred   Bonner,   keeps 
house    for    her-  father,    and     George    S.,    of 
Winona,  married  to   Josie  Newell.      Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Heydon  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Clareiu'e  R.,  an  engineer  and  ma- 
chinist; Harry  E.  has  charge  of  a  cooper 
shop  at  Mankato,  Minnesota.  His  wife  is 
Zoe  Nimock,  and  their  two  daughters  are 
Grace  and  Blanche;  Gertrude  D.  is  a  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  La  Crosse,  and  takes  rank 
with  the  progressive  and  successful  teachers 
of  the  county,  and  Lottie  is  fitting  herself  for 
a  teacher  in  the  Normal  School  of  Mankato. 
Minnesota.  Althongli  the  Ileydous  are  not 
members  of  any  church,  they  usually  attend 
the  Universalist  (Uiurch. 

ym-.    L.  JENKS,  a  lumber  merchant  of    La 
Crosse  and  an  honored  pioneer  of   the 
^1-  county,   owes    his   nativity    to    Lyme, 
Grafton    county.   New    Hampshire,   the  year 
of  his  birth  being  1837.      His  parents,  John 
and  Marinda  (Cook)  Jenks,  were  also  natives 
of    the  Granite  State,   where  the   father   fol- 
lowed farming.      He  was  an  industrious,  up- 
right    and      honorable     citizen;      his    death 
occurred    in    1SG9,   at   the    age    of  sixty-iive 
years;  liis  wife   passed    away  in    1883  at  the 
acre  of  seventy   years.      Of   the   ten  children 
born    to   them,  six   are   still   living,  and    two 
sons  and   a  daughter  are  in  the  West.      C.  L. 
Jenks  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  fall  of  1856, 
settled  in    La  Crosse,  and   there  has    resided 
ever    since,     surrounded      liy      many     warm 
friends.     He  began  the  battle  of  life  for  him- 
self working  by  the  day  in  the  woods  and  on 
the  river,  driving  and   contracting  and    raft- 
ing; he  has  made  the  most  of  the  opportuni- 
ties that  have  presented    themselves  to  him, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  wholesale  and  re- 
tail lumber  yard;  he  also  owns  a  commodious 
residence   on   Seventh   street,   which    is    very 
complete  in  all  its  appointments. 

Mr.  Jenks  selected    his  wife  in  the   person 
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of  Miss  HarriL't  Daltoti,  liangliter  ot'.Ioliii  E. 
Daltoii.  M.  I).,  anil  their  iiiiiitials  were  cole 
hrated  in  IStil.  Dr.  Daltoii  was  a  irraduate 
of  Dart iiio nth  College,  New  Hampshire,  and 
began  the  practice  o!  his  profession  in  Mar- 
tinsville, Clinton  county,  Ohio,  and  later 
located  in  New  A'ienna,  Ohio.  In  1851, 
diirii  g  the  excitement  over  the  gold  dis- 
covery in  California,  he  Journeyed  to  that  State, 
going  overland,  and  walked  more  than  tliree- 
fuHi'ths  ot'  the  distance.  The  company  was 
organized  at  St.  l.nuis,  and  maile  what  is 
now  Kansas  City,  ^lo.,  tln'ir  meeting  j)oint; 
from  tliis  place  an  immense  train  of  o,\  teams 
and  wagons  started  for  the  gold  "diggins."" 
Mnch  sickness  prevailed  during  the  journey, 
which  required  six  months  for  its  accom- 
plishment, an<l  the  Doctor  was  kept  "on  the 
go,'"  now  in  advance,  now  in  the  i-ear  part  of 
the  train;  thus  it  was  that  most  of  the  jour- 
ney for  him  was  made  on  foot,  lie  remained 
in  California  three  years,  hut  during  that 
period  gave  most  of  his  time  to  his  pr(jfes- 
sion.  Returning  to  Clinton  county,  (.)liio, 
he  continued  his  jiracticc  until  iSoS,  when  he 
remo\ed  with  his  family  to  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
con.^in,  hut  after  a  few  years  retinal.  lie 
was  a  very  successful  physician,  a  I'ipe  scholar 
and  a  leader  in  the  profes.-ion  of  medicine. 
lie  died  in  IS^T,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years;  his  wile  died  in  iSS-t,  aged  three 
score  and  ten  years.  Both  were  honored 
luemhers  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Dr. 
Dalton  was  widely  known,  and  it  was  said 
that  he  had  not  an  enemy  in  the  worhl.  He 
was  liorn  in  Warner,  New  Ilaii.psliire,  anil 
liis  wife  was  a  native  of  C'lai-eiiiont.  Xew 
llam|i>hiri'.  Their  rhildren,  li\e  in  numher, 
are  all  living  and  are  honoi-ed  i-csidents  of  La 
Crosse  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeid<s  h,-ive  a  hapjiy  home 
which  has  l)een  blessed  in  the  birth  of  six 
cliildren:     Ellen,     wife     of     Abram     .lames. 


resides  in  La  Crosse  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Grace  and  May;  (,'harles  is  foreman 
in  the  rafting  business  with  his  fatlier;  his 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Lizzie  Mathewson; 
John  has  charge  of  the  lumber  yard  in  North 
La  Crosse;  he  married  Miss  Anna  G.  Paul; 
Albert  is  at  work  in  the  yarth  and  AVilliam 
and  Louis  are  jiupils  in  the  public  si-hool. 
Mr.  Jenks  is  an  ardent  iiepul>lican  and  has 
always  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  pnirty  and  its  general  success. 
He  and  his  wife  are  nundiered  among  the 
esteemed  citizens  of  La  Crosse  county,  as  are 
also  his  children  and  their  families. 


fll.  LIGHTP.ODY,  LaCrosse,  Wiscon- 
sin.— Few,  if  any,  among  those  engaged 
*  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business 
in  this  city  maintain  as  high  a  reputation  for 
integrity  and  reliability  as  Mr.  Lightbody, 
whose  office  is  located  at  No.  107  .Xorth 
Fourth  street.  He  was  born  in  Oneida 
county.  New  York,  July  25,  1840,  and  his 
father,  Archibald  Lightbody,  was  a  native  of 
Scotlaml.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Angeline  Prentiss,  was  a  native  also  of 
Oneida  county.  New  York.  Archibald  Light- 
liody  and  family  came  to  Wisconsin  in  185-, 
settled  in  Calumet  county,  and  there  the 
father  followed  his  trade,  that  of  mechanic. 
He  died  in  that  county  in  1S73,  when  sixty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Ciuirch,  and  the 
mother,  who  is  still  living  and  resides  in  i>a 
('rosse,  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  sauiC. 
She  is  now  about  seventy-four  years  of  age. 
J.  H.  Lightboily,  the  eldest  of  five  children, 
fomnieiiced  busine.-s  fiu'  himsi'lf  in  a  print- 
ing-otHce  at  i''onildu  Lac,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
last  year  was  pui)lisher  of  the  Fond  du  Lac 
Coiiimoixredlth.      .\fter     this    he    spent     ten 


BIOGRAI'IIICAL    HIHToRY. 


years  in  New  York  city,  in  tiie  mercatitiie 
business,  closed  out  in  1871,  and  tlieu  came 
to  Wisconsin,  wiiere  lie  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Singer  Manufacturing  ('ompany,  liaving 
charge  of  one  of  their  offices  at  Madison, 
Watertown  and  La  Crosse.  lie  continued 
with  this  company  for  fourteen  years,  and  in 
1887  engaged  in  his  present  business,  which 
he  has  followed  ever  since  with  good  success. 
In  tire  insurance  he  represents  the  United 
States  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Mechanics' 
of  Philadelphia.  He  also  deals  in  real  estate, 
has  an  e.xtensive  business,  and  has  his  full 
share  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Lightbody  is  married  and  has  four 
children:  Archie,  in  the  employ  of  Hodges 
&  Hyde,  as  stenocrraplier  and  correspondent; 
Herbert,  who  is  employed  by  Stultz  &  Schick, 
as  an  architect;  and  Martha  and  James,  aged 
respectively  nine  and  foui'.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lightbody  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ciuirch,  and  in  politics  the  former  is  a 
Republican. 


fC.  TECHMER  is  a  manufacturer  of 
corn  meal,  graham  flour,  and  ground 
®  feed,  and  dealer  in  grain,  grass  seed, 
baled  hay  and  straw,  white  lime,  plaster  of 
Paris,  cement  and  adamant  plaster,  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is  thoroughly  imbued 
with  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  both  of 
which  attributes  are  essential  for  the  welfare 
of  man's  business  and  for  the  good  of  a  city. 
He  was  born  in  Gerniany,  October  6,  1850, 
to  A.  and  Mary  (Eichler)  Techmer,  who  came 
from  their  native  land  to  America  in  1869, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  La  Crosse,  of 
which  city  they  are  still  honored  residents. 
The  father  served  in  one  of  the  German  wars 
for  three  years,  and  by  trade  is  a  carpenter. 
Of  eleven  children    born   to  them,  seven  are 


still  living,  and  all  reside  in  La  Crosse,  with 
the  interests  of  which  place  they  have 
thoroughly  identiliod  themselves.  H.  C. 
Techmer  began  business  for  himself  in  1SS3, 
opening  a  feed  store,  which  caught  Are  ami 
burned  to  the  ground  in  1887.  It  was  called 
the  La  Crosse  Milling  Company.  Mr.  Tech- 
mer has  now  the  largest  business  of  the  kind 
in  the  city,  and  his  annual  yearly  |)r(jtit  is 
large   ami    eminently  satisfactory. 

He  was  married  June  0,  1888,  to  Miss 
Laura  Bosshard,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Susannah  Bosshard  of  La  Crosse,  wIkj  are 
well-to-do  and  highly  respected  citizens. 
They  were  born  in  Switzerland,  but  have  been 
residents  of  America  for  about  twenty-tive 
years  past.  Their  family  consists  of  four 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Techmer's  union  has 
been  blessed  in  the  liirth  of  one  child,  a  bright 
little  daughter,  Leona.  Mr.  Techmer  is  a 
menjber  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business 
men  of  the  city.  He  favors  and  lends  a  help- 
ing hand  to  all  worthy  movements  which  con- 
duce to  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and  county; 
is  a  law-abiding  citizen  whose  career  has  been 
above  reproach. 


iT^'UHLMAN    &    GASS,    manufacturers 

*J  AV$    of  tralvanized  iron  cornices  and  window 

if  i^         ^ 

^ir^  caps,  tin,  slate  and   sheet-iron    rooting, 

occupy  a  prominent  place  in  commercial  cir- 
cles in  La  Crosse  county.  The  firm  is  com- 
posed of  Adolpli  F.  Kuhlman  and  Anthony 
Gass,  of  whom  brief  personal  mention  will 
be  made. 

Anthony  Gass  was  born  in  tlie  city  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  April  30,  1856,  and  is  a 
son  of  Matthias  and  Catharine  (Beurle)  Gass. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Batzendorf,  Alsace, 
and     the     mother    came    from    Heidenheim, 
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GertiKUiv-  th*'  village  bi'iiig  located  in  Wiirt- 
eiiiluirg.  Mattliias  (Jass  emii^'rated  tii  Amer- 
ica when  a  yoiini;  man.  ami  loeati'ii  in 
Chicago,  where  he  was  married.  In  1866 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  La  Crosse,  and 
iu  1876  went  to  Buffalo  county.  Wisconsin, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  and  his  wife  had 
bora  to  them  a  family  of  four  sons  and  four 
daucfhters,  three  sons  and  tw.>  dtiuohters 
survivinir. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  this  city. 
and  learned  the  trade  of  tinslieet  and  metal 
worker.  In  1885  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Kuhlman  foi-  the  pur|)ose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  business  on  a  more  extensise  plan. 
Thev  have  been  connected  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Funk  buildini^^s,  the  Zeisler 
Brewery  plant,  Doerre's  buildinir.  Bliss  tfc 
Sell's  block,  Canterbury  bli>ck,  St.  .loseph's 
Church  tower,  and  the  Adoration  chapel. 

Mr.  Gass  was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss 
Louisa  Berg,  a  daughter  of  Cliristian  and 
Kunigunda  Berg,  natives  of  Wiirtemburg 
and  Havaria,  respectively.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  society  of  St.  Boniface,  of  St.  Joseph's 
Casino,  and  of  the  La  Crosse  Diocesan  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Ailnlph  V.  Kuhlman  was  born  near  Marl- 
gaerten  on  the  llt■i^en.  in  the  kingihim  of 
Hanover,  (iermany,  June  11.  I'S^Jt),  and    is    a 

son  of  Jolm    Uei-nard    and (Burlage) 

Kuhlman;  the  lather  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. In  1854  Adolph  came  to  America, 
lamling  in  the  city  of  ^.o^ton;  there  he  spent 
two  years,  coming  at  the  end  of  that  time  to 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  lived  in  the  latter  place 
for  about  eighteen  years,  and  there  learned 
the  ti-ade  of  a  sheet-metal  worker  and  tin- 
smith. He  subsequently  spent  some  time  in 
Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  and  also  at  (irand 
Haven,  Wisconsin.  In  1SS2  he  came  to  La 
(Jrosse,  anil  since  that  time  has    been    a   con- 


spicuous tigure  in  commercial   and    building 
circles. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  .Miss  Eva 
Weber,  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Kuhlman  is  a  native  of  (Cincinnati.  Ohio,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  parents  of  Bavarian  birth. 
Of  this  union  one  son  and  three  daughters 
have  been  born:  Ottilia,  a  sister  in  the  Con- 
vent of  St.  I'rancis  of  Rose,  Alma;  Eva  and 
William.  The  parents  are  communicants  of 
St.  Xicholas"  Roman  Catholic  Cliurch  Mr. 
Kuhlman  belongs  to  St  Alphonsus"  Roman 
Catholic  Benevolent  Society,  of  Dubuijue, 
Iowa,  and  to  the  La  Crosse  Diocesan  Life 
Insurance  Cinnjiany.  Both  members  of  the 
firm  of  Kuhlman  A:  (rass  are  active  workers 
in  the  IJiiilders'  Exchange  of  La  Crosse. 

fOIlN  KAIILKU,  foreman  of  the  car- 
pentry de]»artment  of  the  shops  of  the 
•"K.  Chicago,  ililwaukee  it  St.  Baul  Railway 
Comiiaiiv  at  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Milwau- 
kee, August  28,  1858,  a  smi  of  Charles  and 
Magdaleiia  (Stork)  Kahler,  the  former  a 
native  of  Saxony  and  the  latter  of  Darmstadt, 
(-iermany,  who  came  to  America  in  their 
young  days.  The  father  was  a  car-repairer 
in  this  country.  After  his  marriage,  in  Mil- 
waukee, he  came  to  La  Crosse,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  to  this  point.  They  reared 
four  sons,  namely:  August,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  stock  ranching  in  Idaho;  William, 
c;.r-repairer  in  Minne;ipolis;  (Miarles.  a  miner 
in   Idaho;    and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kahler  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
entei-eci  the  raili'oad  slujps  hei-e,  and  since 
1S>5  has  served  in  his  present  caiiacity,  for 
which  he  is  so  well  adapted.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Urotherl d  of    Kailway    (Carmen, 
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and  is  now  serving  his   first    term    aa   Super- 
visor of  tlie  Fifteenth  Ward  of  La  Crosse. 

He  was  married,  in  this  city,  to  Miss 
Amelia,  daughter  of  John  Brinkman,  and 
and  they  have  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
namely:  Lizzie,  August,  Lillie,  Minnie,  Ida 
and  William. 

fACOB  HAHN,  Secretary  of  the  La 
Crosse  Board  of  Public  Works,  was 
born  in  Geoghr,  Prussia,  near  the  city 
of  Cologne,  December  11,  1850.  He  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Anna  Sophia  (Capellan) 
Hahn,  natives  of  Prussia,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  1857,  and  located  at  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  in  April  of  that  year.  Both 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  tiiis 
city.  The  mother  was  married  before  lier 
union  to  John  Hahn,  and  had  two  daughters: 
Catherine  became  the  wife  of  William  F. 
Gohres,  and  died  in  early  womanhood;  Mary 
S.  married  John  O'Neill,  and  now  resides  in 
North  La  Crosse.  Henry  and  another  son 
died  in  infancy.  Jacob  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  tliis  city,  and 
was  also  a  student  in  the  parochial  school 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Franciscan 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  .\doration;  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  La  Crosse  Commercial  Col- 
lege, and  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  partnership  with  John  O'Xeil; 
they  carried  on  a  prosperous  grocery  trade 
until  1876,  when  he  bought  Mr.  O'Neil's 
interest  and  continued  the  business  alone 
until  1884,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired 
from  active  pursuits.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade, 
the  firm  being  Hahn  &  Butsch;  this  rela- 
tionship existed  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interest,  and 
then  established  himself  in  trade  alone.      He 


is  still  conducting  the  business,  and  has  a 
wide  patronage  of  t!ie  best  class  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Hahn  has  served  two  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  and  in  1891  he 
was  elected  a  tnember  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  and  liy  tlie  l)oard  was  chosen  sec- 
re  tai'y. 

He  was  married  Octcjber  3,  1877,  to  Miss 
Theresa  Schafi'ermeyer,  a  native  of  Minnesota; 
of  this  union  seven  children  have  been  born: 
the  eldest,  Mary,  died  in  infancy;  Mary  S., 
Henry  H.,  Annie  Sophia,  Peter,  John  and 
Joseph.  Mr.  Hahn  is  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Society,  and  was  its  first  president. 
He  belongs  to  the  Washington  Hose  Com- 
pany, No.  2,  of  the  City  Fire  Department. 
He  and  his  wife  hotli  belong  to  St.  John's 
lioman  Catholic  Cliurch. 

Li  his  present  official  capacity  Mr.  Hahn 
has  been  of  great  service  to  the  city,  and  has 
made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  to  ad- 
vance her  interests. 


fj.  KELLY.— The  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  con- 
®  sists  of  Edmund  J.  Kelly,  President, 
Jacob  Hahn,  Secretary,  and  W.  H.  Tarliox. 
This  board  has  control  of  all  puljlic  works, 
and  is  empowered  to  make  all  contracts  for 
the  construction  of  bridges,  walks,  sewers, 
lighting  of  city  buildings,  etc.  The  wagon 
and  foot  bridge  recently  contracted  for  by 
the  city  is  the  largest  on  the  Mississippi 
river  except  at  St.  Louis.  The  city  has 
twenty  and  a  half  miles  of  water  mains,  and 
a  little  more  than  fifteen  miles  of  macadam- 
ized streets.  Three  city  buildings  are  being 
constructed  in  1891:  the  city  hall,  at  a  cost 
of  840,000;  a  schoolhouse  in  the  Tenth  Ward, 
at  a  cost  of  $9,000,  and  an  addition  to  the 
schoolhouse  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  at  a  cost  of 
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S7.(H)().  Tlie  city  water  sy.-teiii  p:iy*  a  good 
I'fVciniL'  over  am!  alxive  cost  uf  oncratiiiir. 
atid  the  watt-r  !~ii]iply  is  very  stiiiurior. 

Ml-.  l\elly  is  a  native  ut'  Hrownsville,  Min- 
nesota, liori)  July  24,  1857,  ami  is  a  so:i  of 
E.  L).  ami  Mary  (^Frawley)  Kelly,  natives  of 
Ireland;  the  parents  emigrated  to  America 
in  their  youth,  and  weie  mairied  at  Steuhen- 
ville,  Ohio,  in  1852.  Edmund  J.  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Ih'ownsville. 
Minnesota,  and  was  iriaduated  in  1S75.  lie 
then  engaged  in  teaidiinii;.  and  fo  lowed  the 
profession  about  nine  months.  In  1877  he 
came  to  La  Crosse,  and  embarked  in  the 
grocery  trade,  and  at'terwaid  was  employed 
by  William  Ilaynes  in  the  retail  grocery 
trade.  For  one  year  he  was  l.iilling  and  en- 
terini^  clerk  in  the  wliole.-ale  house  of  J.  J. 
llogan,  and  in  1882  he  opened  a  grocery 
and  j)rovision  store  on  his  own  account;  this 
he  conducted  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when 
he  closed  out  the  business. 

In  the  sprinv  of  1885  the  people  of  La 
Crosse  testified  to  tlieir  confidence  in  Mr. 
Kelly  by  electini;  him  a  member  of  the  Conj- 
mon  Council;  he  served  in  this  capacity  forsix 
years,  and  in  1891  he  was  selected  a  memlier 
of  the  Pxiard  of  I'liblic  AVorks  for  a  term 
of  four  years;  he  was  immediately  made 
iiresident  (jf  the  lioanl. 

Mr.  Ivelly  was  united  in  marria:,'e,  June 
10,  1885,  to  Miss  JVIary  Keaveny,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  was  brought  by  iier  parents  to 
America  when  she  was  three  years  of  age. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kelly;  Mary,  iOdmuml  .1..  and  ll.-irriett, 
all  of  whom  are  livii:i;.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  (  >rder  of  II  iliernians. 
ami  is  county  delegate  of  the  onler:  he  he- 
longs  to  the  Catholic  Kniirhts  of  WisiMni.-in. 
an  iusui-ance  association,  of  which  he  is 
firancial  secrc^tary  for  this  city;  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Tiiird  Regiment  of  \Vi.~consin  .\a- 


tional  (iiiards,  ('(Jinjiauy  1'..  in  which  he  is 
serving  his  fourth  year.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  St.  Mai-y's  Catholic  Church, 
of  which  he  is  tinancial  secretary. 

1-^.  I),  and  Mary  (^i'rawley)  Kelly  reared  a 
tamily  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters: 
James,  Daniel  M.,  Johanna,  Elizabeth,  and 
Edmund  J.;  the  eldest  sister,  Johanna,  mar- 
ried Thomas  I>lake,  and  resides  in  San  Jose, 
California;  the  brothers  are  residents  of  La 
Crosse,  while  Elizabeth  lives  with  her  father. 
The  mother  died  when  our  subject  was  a  lad 
of  seven  years;  the  father  married  a  second 
time,  ami  is  again  a  widower. 

HfllOMAS  II.  SPENCE,  wholesale  and 
fnM  I'etail  dealer  in  drugs,  paints,  oils  and 
^  glass,  occupies  an  important  position  in 
commercial  circles  in  this  city,  and  is  entitled 
to  more  than  a  passing  mention.  He  is  a 
native  tif  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  born  in 
Waukesha,  August  3,  1851.  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (^Leslie)  Spence.  His 
jiarents  were  born  near  I'elfast,  Ireland,  and 
emigrated  to  America  about  the  year  of  1845 
or  1846;  after  spending  some  time  in  Brook- 
lyn, iS'ew  York,  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  and 
settled  at  Waukesha.  In  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  Mr.  Spence  was  connected  with  the 
real-estate  and  loan  business;  he  is  a  man  of 
excellent  education,  and  in  his  younger  days 
taught  school  and  served  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel. 

Thomas  II.  Spence  grew  to  manhood  in 
\\'aukesha.  and  obtained  a  fair  t'llucation  in 
the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  he  was  apj)renticed  as  a  drug  clerk  in 
the  store  of  1.  M.  A\"hite.  where  he  remained 
seven  years;  during  this  time  he  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  retail  trade  in  all 
its  details,  and    in    March,  ls71,  he   came   to 
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La  Crosse  to  take  charge  of  the  store  of  John 
S.  Lester  &  Co.  He  managed  this  business 
three  years,  at  tlie  end  of  which  time  lie  pur 
chased  the  stock,  and  lias  since  maintained 
the  high  reputation  of  the  house.  His  wliole- 
sale  trade  extends  throughout  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  over  which  ter- 
ritory he  has  two  traveling  salesman. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  State  Board 
of  Pharmacy  in  1882,  Mr.  Spence  rendered 
most  ethcient  service  in  perfecting  the  plans 
of  that  body,  and  served  as  its  president  for 
two  years,  his  period  of  service  covering  six 
years.  His  quarter  of  a  century's  experience 
in  the  profession  has  well  qualified  Jiim  for 
the  responsible  position  he  fills,  and  his  care- 
ful and  correct  habits  of  filling  prescriptions 
has  won  the  confidence  of  a  wide  circle  of 
physicians.  His  wholesale  establishment  at 
No.  119  North  Front  street  is  a  three-story 
building,  and  the  retail  trade  is  carried  on  at 
No.  303  Main  street,  in  a  spacious  and  well- 
lighted  room. 

The  business  has  increased  rapidly,  sixty 
per  cent,  of  the  growth  being  in  mail  orders, 
showing  that  the  reputation  of  the  store  is 
reaching  far  beyond  local  circles.  A  large 
business  is  done  in  Parry's  family  medicines, 
which  are  prepared  and  sold  exclusivelj'  by 
him;  he  also  owns  the  "White  Beaver's" 
popular  medicines.  Success  is  the  just  re- 
ward of  the  persevering  industry  and  high 
and  honorable  dealing  of  such  men  as  Mr. 
Spence. 

He  was  married  at  Portage,  Wisconsin,  to 
Miss  Ada  Wyckoff,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
a  lady  of  clever  literary  attainments,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Elmira  College,  New  York,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Angeline  (Burchard) 
Wyckotf.  One  son  has  been  born  of  this 
union,  Elbert  Wyckoft". 

Mr.  Spence  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Inter- 
State  Fair  Association  and  of  the    La  Crosse 


National  Bank.  He  is  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Jobbers  and  Manufacturers, 
Union  of  La  Crosse,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum  several  years. 


XtID  HACKNER  has  been  a  residentof 
jlj  the  United  States  since  1880,  and  is  one 
if  the  must  enterprising  and  prosperous 
citizens  of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin.  He 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Fordlieim,  on  the 
river  Schwarzach,  in  the  Ivingdom  of  Havaria, 
December  27,  1856.  His  parents.  John  and 
Crecentia  (Kapfer)  Hackner,  were  also  natives 
of  German}';  the  father  died  in  1879;  he  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  Our  suljject  passed 
his  youth  in  his  native  village,  obtaining  a 
good  education  in  the  common-schools,  which 
was  supplemented  l)y  a.  collegiate  course  at 
Eichstadt.  He  then  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  altar-building,  and  for  this  purpose  spent 
two  years  in  the  art  schools  of  Munich,  study 
ing  drawing  and  wood-carving.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  in  different  cities  in  his  native 
country,  and  in  (October,  1S80,  he  emigrateil 
to  America,  coming  almost  immediately  to 
La  Crosse.  Here  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  building  interests;  he 
employs  twenty-three  skilled  workmen,  and 
does  an  annual  business  of  §15,000. 

Mr.  Hackner  was  united  in  marriage  at  La 
Crosse,  to  Miss  Julia  Kracklauer,  a  native  of 
Freistadt,  Germany,  born  January  2,  1857, 
and  a  daughter  of  Paul  and  Katrine  Krack- 
lauer. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hackner  are  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Lizzie,  Ju- 
lia, Katie,  John,  Annie,  William  and  George. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  Hackner  belongs  to  the  St. 
Boniface  Society,  to  the  Catholic  Knights  of 
Wisconsin,  to  the  Diocesan  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  to  the  Casino.      He  is  also  an 
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active  iiieinl)er  of   tlie  lioard  of  Trailc  uf    L:i 
Crosse. 

In  1nS2  Mi-.-.  IlaekiaT.  motlier  of  .jiir  .sub- 
ject, c:une  t(i  .Vinerifa.  ami  inaki^s    her   lioine 

witli    Irt    >oii.  tliL-    Uev.   \Villel)alil    IlaekiiiT. 

I 
priest  ot   St.  ilaryV  Uoiiiaii  Catiiolic  Cliurcii  \ 

at  Fountain  City,  Wisconsin.  | 


I^MIL  TUAr(i()TT  Ml'KLLKll.  secre- 
iK*  ''*''y  ""*^  treasurer  of  the  (i.  lleilenian 
of^i  Brewing  Company,  'vas  horn  in  tiie 
city  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  January  5. 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Traugott  and  iunma 
(Rasenian)  Mueller,  natives  of  Cheiiinitz, 
Saxony.  The  parents  were  married  in  the 
"Fatherland,"  and  einitrrated  to  America 
about  the  year  I'^SS.  The  father  was  a 
baker  by  trade,  and  carried  on  tliis  business 
after  settling  in  La  Crosse,  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  Septemlier  13, 
1869.  His  remains  were  interred  with  all 
the  honors  of  the  Deutsche  Verein,  of  which 
he  liad  been  a  membei'  fur  many  yeai's;  he 
was  a  ('barter  member  of  the  La  Crosse  or- 
ganization. He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Chuivh.  The  family  consisted  of 
two  sons  and  two  daiiirhters:  Frances  M., 
Emma,  wife  of  Matthias  Keller:  Otto,  a 
surveyor  and  (Iraughlsman ;  and  Fmil  1'rau- 
gott.  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Mr.  Mueller  received  a  good  eilucation  in 
the  common  schools,  which  was  siipjile- 
mented  by  a  thorough  c'oiiimercial  ciairse. 
At  tiie  age  of  fifteen  yeai-s  he  todk  charge  of 
the  books  and  did  general  clerking  at  (Green- 
wood, Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  fuur  or 
live  years.  He  tiien  I'etnrned  to  La  Crosse, 
where  lie  clerke<i  until  1881,  accepting  in 
tiiat  year  a  position  as  assistant  manager  and 
bookkeeper  of  the  Ileileman  iirewiiig  Com- 
pany.     Li  IsSl:  he  tuok  the  general  manage- 


ment n^  the  business,  ami  iimler  his  wise 
directinn  the  establi^hment  1ki>  iiu-reased  its 
output  to  21,000  barrels  per  ai  num.  He  is 
one  ot  the  most  acti\e  members  of  commer- 
cial circdes.  and  has  alway.-  given  a  curdial 
encouragement  to  those  enterprises  which 
have  had  for  tlieir  object  the  best  interests  of 
the  Community.  He  is  a  metnber  of  tiie 
Deutsche  Verein,  and  enjuys  the  friendsiiip 
of  a  very  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Mueller  was  married  in  this  city  to 
Miss  Louisa  Heileman.  a  datighter  ol'  Gott- 
lieb Ileileman,  whose  hi.-tory  appears  else- 
where in  this  viduine.  Of  this  union  four 
sons  and  a  daughter  have  been  !)orn:  Walter, 
Alfred,  Erwin,  Otto  and  Jennie.  The  parents 
are  worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


OTLIEB  HEILEMAN,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Germany,  January  6,  1824,  and 
was  a  son  of  Casper  and  Fredericka 
(ifeyer)  Ileileman,  both  of  whom  died  in  the 
"Fatherland."  They  had  a  family  ot'  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters;  two 
sons  and  a  daughter  are  all  that  survive. 
Mr.  Heileman  emigrated  to  America  in  18^2, 
and  for  a  ^-ear  resided  in  I'hiladelphia:  thence 
he  went  to  Milwaukee,  and  there  formeu  a 
partnership  with  Gotlieb  Meyer,  one  of  his 
own  countrymen.  They  carried  on  a  bakery 
for  five  years,  and  at  the  eml  of  that  time 
Mr.  Ileileman  came  to  La  Crosse  and  em- 
barked in  the  brewing  business  with  John 
Guild.  This  relationshi]}  e.xit-ted  fourteen 
years,  when  Mr.  Guild  left  the  business  on 
Third  sticet;  Mr.  Heileman,  however,  con- 
tinued to  manage  the  business  until  his 
death,  wliich  occurred  February  1!),  1878. 
He  built  an  extensive  establishment  on  Third 
street,  and  the  business  conducted  there  gives 
emplojMiicnt  to  a  large  number  of  men. 
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Juue  28,  1S58,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Johanna  Bantle,  a  (hiugiiter  of  Luil- 
wig  and  Catiirina  (^Sigelj  Bantie,  natives  of 
the  same  German  province.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bantie  had  a  family  of  five  soiis  and  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Heileman  being  tlie  fourth 
in  order  of  hirtli.  The  fatiier  died  at  tlie 
age  of  seventy  years,  and  the  mother  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years.  Jacob,  tiieir  oldest 
son,  is  deceased,  but  the  others  are  all  living, 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Heile- 
man came  to  this  country  in  1852,  and  spent 
four  years  witii  her  brothers  in  New  York; 
thence  she  went  to  Milwaukee,  where  she  was 
married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heileman  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Louisa,  wife  of 
E.  T.  Mueller;  Lena  married  D.  Reinns,  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Charlotte;  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  George  Zeislei',  a  brewer  of 
La  Crosse,  and  they  have  a  family  of  four 
children — Georgia,  Ida,  Emma  and  Henry; 
Minnie  married  William  Linker,  and  their 
only  child,  Alfred,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months,  in  18i*l;  Paulina  is  at  home;  Henry 
is  vice-president  and  superintenilent  of  the 
Heileman  Brewing  Company;  Lla  and  Jen- 
nie are  also  at  home.  The  mother  and  chil- 
dren are  all  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Heileman  was  a  man  of  genial 
manner  and  kindly  disposition,  winning  many 
friends.  He  lived  a  quiet,  contented  life 
with  his  wife  and  children,  and  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 


fHEODORE  KIEXAHS  is  engaged  in 
one  of  the  most  delightful  as  well  as 
profitable  occupations,  that  of  a  florist. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  country  that  has  pro- 
duced some  of  the  most  successful  gardeners, 
born  at  Sterlitz,  Prussia,  thirty  miles  north 
of  Berlin,  September  17,  185U.      His  parents, 


Heinrich  and  Fredericka  (Jaricho)  Kienahs, 
emigrated  to  America  in  18G6,  and  located  in 
La  Crosse  where  they  now  reside.  They 
have  reared  a  family  of  one  son  and  three 
daughters:  Theodore,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  Anton 
Kroll  of  Shelby  township.  La  Crosse  county; 
Line,  wife  of  Otto  Diinmler  of  Eau  ('laire, 
Wisconsin;  and  Annie,  wife  of  William  H. 
Luening  of  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Kienahs  received  his  education  in  the 
common-schools  of  La  Crosse,  and  in  early 
youth  began  the  study  of  the  occupation  of 
his  father  who  was  also  a  florist.  He  has 
been  very  prosperous  in  this  enterprise,  and 
has  contribute  1  his  share  to  the  development 
and  extension  of  the  trade.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German ia  Society,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  La  Crosse. 


HOY.  ACG.  FK.  SOBOTKA,  the  prin- 
^  cipal  teacher  in  the  St.  Wenceslaus' 
"^  School,  was  born  at  Polna,  Bohemia, 
August  10,  185'J,  and  is  the  only  child  of 
Frank  and  Louisa  (^Fiala)  Sobotka.also  natives 
of  Polna,  Bohemia.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  market  gardener,  and  later  added  a  meat 
market  to  his  business;  he  died  of  cholera  in 
18(30,  but  his  wife  is  still  living,  and  resides 
in  her  native  land.  Professor  Sobotka  was 
educated  in  his  own  country;  he  first  entered 
a  school  at  Olmutz,  where  he  pursued  the 
lower  studies,  as  a  class-mate  of  Rev.  Father 
Ryiula,  the  present  pastor  of  St.  Stanislaus' 
Bohemian  Church,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  He 
spent  four  years  in  the  seminary  for  teachers 
at  Troppan  in  Silesia,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1878.  October 
28th  of  the  same  year  he  was  employed  as  a 
teacher  at  Lubiia,  Bohemia,  and  remained 
there  until  April   13,  1880,  when  he  went  to 
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Geisshuliel,  Bohemia,  where  he  taught  until 
August  4.  1884.  In  that  year  he  emigrated 
to  America,  huiding  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
From  that  time  until  April,  1888,  he  was  eiu- 
ployeil  in  St.  Stanislaus'  School  at  St.  raul. 
Minnesota,  and  also  served  the  church  uf  the 
same  name  as  organist.  He  came  to  La 
Crosse  in  188S.  and  was  installed  as  teacher 
in  the  school  ahove  mentioned;  he  is  also 
church  orcranist.  He  received  his  musical 
education  at  the  seminary  in  Troppan,  the 
capital  of  Silesia,  niakinir  himself  a  master 
of  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  He 
has  a  large  class  in  music  to  whicli  he  can 
devote  only  his  evenings,  lie  is  Notary  Pub- 
lic, represents  some  of  the  leading  insiii-anee 
companies  of  the  country,  and  acts  as  corres- 
pondent of  Consul  H.  Claussenius  of  Chicago. 
Professor  Sobotka  was  united  in  marriage 
November  13,  1884,  to  Miss  Mary  Pojman,  a 
native  of  Polna,  BolKMnia;  they  have  had 
born  to  them  four  clnldren:  August,  Mary, 
and  Louisa  are  living;  Emanuel  died  in  St. 
Paul.  The  parents  are  communicants  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Tiie  Professor  is 
presidi-nt  of  the  Second  Bohemian  Roman 
Catholic  Union  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin; 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  order  of  Bohemian 
Knights,  and  St.  Wenceslaus"  and  St.  John's 
Societies  of  La  Cro.-se. 


^jlf?^K()R(TE  S.  NICHOLS,  captain  and 
'ilCT  l''''^f  ""  '^'"'  i^Hssissippi  river,  was  bm-n 
«JE^  at  (iaieua,  Illinois,  in  1855,  to  George 
C.  and  Mary  \.  (Payne)  Niciiols,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Juiglaud  and  at  the  ago 
of  seven  years  l)ecame  a  sailor  boy.  After 
remaining  on  tiie  ocean  for  a  nuudiertd'  years 
he  came  to  (ialena,  I  ilinois,  some  time  in  the 
year  1^35.  and  engaged  in  rivei-  navigation, 
soon  lieing   |)romoted  to  tiie  jiositioii  of  jiilot. 


He  was  in  La  Crosse  in  1838,  and  was  one  of 
the  Government  employes  who  moved  the 
Indians  from  La  Crosse  to  a  point  on  the 
^Hnnesota  river,  after  wiiich  he  was  employed 
for  a  number  of  years  on  Government  snag 
and  other  boats  in  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  He  took  tlie  oidy  i)oat  to  Black  River 
Falls  that  was  ever  taken  to  that  place  and 
navigated  tiie  Mississippi  river  until  1883, 
when  he  retired.  He  was  consiiiered  one  of 
the  best  pilots  on  the  river,  and  was  thor- 
oughly trustworthy  and  capable.  He  is  now 
residing  at  AVest  Salem  in  his  si.Kty-seventli 
year  of  age,  content  to  rest  upon  the  laurels 
he  has  won,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fair 
income,  the  result  of  many  years  of  toil. 
George  S.  Nichols  spent  his  yoiitii  in  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
the  first  work  lie  did  in  the  way  of  earning 
hie  own  living  was  as  a  farm  hand  in  1873. 
In  1878  he  went  to  work  on  the  river  and 
learned  piloting  under  the  able  instruction  of 
his  father,  which  business  has  been  his  chief 
means  of  livelihood  ever  since.  He  has  l)een 
remarkably  successful  in  this  line  of  work 
and  for  the  past  eight  years  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  one  firm,  whicli  fact  speaks  in  tdo- 
quent  terms  as  to  his  elliciency  and  reliabil- 
ity. He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Har- 
riet J.  Lawt(ui,  daughter  of  Jacob  Lawton,  of 
Carthage,  Illinois.  A  family  of  three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union:  William, 
Maud  Evangeline  and  George,  all  of  whom  still 
remain  under  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof. 
Amid  the  activ(>  duties  of  his  career  he  has 
found  time  to  cultivate  the  finer  and  gentler 
feelings  and  in  his  ])rivat(?  and  domestic  rela- 
tions, he  has  exemjjlitied  the  character  of  a 
true  and  good  man.  lie  and  his  family  are 
attendants  of  the  Paptist  (/liurch,  and  he  is 
one  ot  the  men  who  is  workiiiij;  to  bring 
W'i.-iconsin  into   the  line  of  iiepnblican    prin- 
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ciples.  Genial  atid  hospitable  in  his  inter- 
course with  those  around  him,  he  has  a  host 
of  warm  friends  and  his  career  thus  far  in  life 
has  been  above  reproach. 


fDIN  J.  OYEN,  one  of  the  rising  young 
business  men  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
is  an  American  by  adoption,  his  native 
country  being  Norway,  where  he  was  born 
May  21,  18G5.  He  is  a  son  of  Lars  and 
Anna  (Seillstad)  Uyen,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Trondjem,  Norway,  Mr.  Oyen  is  by  trade 
a  gilder  and  modeler,  and  whose  ancestors 
for  many  generations  bad  inhabited  Vaage; 
they  were  an  agricultural  people.  Li  1870 
the  family  of  our  suliject  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  after  their  arrival  in  the  United 
States  located  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  where 
the  two  sons  and  three  daughters  o;rew  to 
maturity.  Feter  A.  remained  in  the  old 
country  and  attended  college,  passed  examina- 
tion, and  is  a  candidate  for  a  professorship  in 
the  State  Geological  Department  of  Norway. 
Odin  J.  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  be- 
gan the  study  of  his  profession,  that  of  a 
decorator.  He  s})ent  six  years  in  Madison, 
and  then  went  to  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  an  advanced  course;  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  theArt  Listitute  and  during  the  time 
spent  in  this  excellent  school  made  three 
prize  drawings. 

Hi  February,  1888.  he  came  to  La  Crosse 
and  established  himself  in  business,  which  he 
has  conducted  with  marked  success.  He  is  a 
master  of  his  art,  and  has  accomplished  most 
gratifying  results.  Among  the  buildings  on 
which  he  has  been  employed,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  United  States  Government  Build- 
ing, the  Theater,  the  La  Crosse  County  Court- 
house and    many    private    residences.      He  is 


an  active  menilter  of  the  Builders'  Exchange, 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous  soci- 
eties of  the  city.  He  also  lielongs  to  the 
Norden  Society  and  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  Inter-State  Fair  Association  is  another 
organization,  which  has  received  fron]  Mr. 
Oyen  a  liberal  support.  He  is  a  man  of 
sterling  traits  of  character,  and  is  well  worthy 
of  the  contidcuce  reposed  in  by  the  entire 
connnunitv. 

SA.  GROSS,  contractor  and  builder,  oc- 
cupies a  prominent  position  among  the 
^  "  members  of  his  craft,  and  is  entitled 
to  more  than  passing  mention  in  this  record  of 
the  lives  of  the  men  who  have  aided  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  industries  of  La  Crosse 
county.  Frederick  A.  Gross  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Flatow,  Prussia,  December  3, 1863,  and 
is  a  son  of  Frederick  A.  and  Amelia  (Schutz) 
Gross.  His  father  was  a  lirick  manufacturer 
in  early  life,  but  devoted  his  latter  years  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  and  his  wile  reared 
a  family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 

In  1882,  Frederick  A.,  Jr.,  emigrated  to 
America;  he  was  educated  in  his  native 
country,  and  there  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  carpenter's  trade.  The  first 
year  of  his  residence  in  the  United  States 
was  spent  in  Tomah,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1883 
he  came  to  La  Crosse.  One  year  later  he 
embarked  in  the  business  which  he  has  con- 
ducted so  successfully,  and  with  such  gratify- 
ing results.  He  has  made  for  himself  a 
reputation  as  a  trust-worthy  and  capable 
liuilder,  and  has  established  a  reputation  for 
high  and  honorable  dealing.  He  erected  the 
business  block  of  M.  Funk,  corner  of  Fourth 
and  Pearl  streets,  and  a  handsome  residence 
for  the  same  gentleman;  lie  builtthe  Chicago. 
Burlington   &   Noi'thern  car  shojjs,  Chicago, 
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Burliiiatoii  ct  Northern  passenger  depot  at 
D\iljiiipie,  the  schoolhuuse  in  the  Tenth  Ward.  ^ 
and  the  ap])i-iiarh  t(j  the  La  Crosse  liridge 
spanning  the  Mississippi  river  at  that  point, 
at  a  cost  of  ^^GO.OOO;  tliis  last  is  a  very  tine 
piece  of  work  and  retiects  great  credit  njion 
Mr.  Gross.  He  has  now  a  contract  for  bnild- 
incr  a  5!30,000  re^idence  for  jS'.  B.  Holway. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Gruber,  a  native  of  La  Crosse  and  a  daughter 
of  Jolm  and  Barliara  Gruber,  natives  of 
Bavaria,  Germany.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gross 
jjave  l)een  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter: 
.\lma,  Frederici<,  and  "William.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  (Tcrnian  Methodist 
Chureli,  Mr.  Gross  being  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Zion  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Gross  is  also  a  member  of 
the  La  Cros.-e  Board  of  Trade. 

^insYliOX  DE  FORCE,  West  Salem,  Wis- 
%  Wi  cousin,  one  of  the  successful  educators 
^^  of  the  county,  is  a  native  of  La  Crosse 
county.  Wisconsin,  his  iiirlh  occurring  June 
19,  1S60,  an<l  the  son  of  .L  Porter  De  Force, 
who  was  born  at  North  East,  I'ennsylvania, 
in  1841.  In  ISoO  the  father  removed  to  La 
('rosse,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter  trade  until  lSr/2,  when,  tilled  with 
a  ])atriotic  desire  to  aid  lii.s  country,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  fol- 
lowing the  fortunes  of  that  regiment  through 
its  four  years"  service.  In  December,  1S(V2, 
while  jiarticipating  in  the  battle  at  ".'rairie 
(iriive,  he  was  slightly  wounde.l,  .1  ball  froin 
the  enemy  grazing  his  cheek.  Returning  to 
La  Crt)sse  at  the  expiration  of  his  service,  he 
ai;ain  resumed  his  work  as  a  carpenter  and 
Ijuilder. 

In  1808  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 


Emily  C.  Berg,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
lierg,  who  were  natives  of  Sweden,  lioth  born 
about  the  year  1831.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
were  tive  chililren.  Byron  being  the  eldest. 
The  others  are:  J.  Ehiier,  died  in  1876-, 
Katie,  residing  with  her  mother,  and  our  sub- 
ject; Charles  E.,  died  in  1879;  and  Carrie 
M.,  also  living  with  her  mother.  In  1872 
Mr.  De  Force  with  his  family  moved  to  San 
Joaquin  county,  California,  and  there  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  in  18S5.  Afterwards 
the  mother  and  children  returned  to  La  Crotse 
county,  Wisconsin,  locating  at  West  Salem, 
where  the  mother  bought  a  lot  and  built  a 
house  with  the  money  she  secured  as  widow, 
from  Lodge  No.  108,  A.  U.  U.  W.,  of  Lodi, 
California,  being  beneficiary  of  the  late  Mr. 
De  Force.  She  now  has  a  pleasant  and  com- 
fortable home  for  herself  and  family,  and  is 
aided  in  her  support  of  the  chililren  i)y  her 
Son  Bj'ron,  who  works  on  the  farms  in  the 
summer  and  teaches  during  the  winter 
months.  The  latter,  on  the  24rth  of  May, 
1889,  became  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  W.  J.  Phillips  Camp,  No.  48,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  and  was  elected  Captain  of  the 
camp  two  terms  in  succession.  This  year  he 
is  Captain  of  the  camp,  lie  was  appointed 
Aid-de-Camp  on  the  statf  of  the  Colonel 
commanding  tiie  division,  and  was  Assistant 
Division  Inspector  in  1890.  He  inspected 
the  Robert  Hughs  Camp  at  La  Crosse  in  that 
year,  and  was  sent  to  Dodge  county  in  Sep- 
tembi'r,  1891,  to  organize  a  camp  at  that 
])lace.  lie  lias  not  missed  a  single  meeting 
of  his  camp  since  its  organization.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Division  Encampment  at 
La  Crosse  in  1891.  Mr.  De  Force  and  his 
sister  Kate  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  West  Salem,  but  the  mother 
is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  lie  is  one  of 
tlu-  active    young    men   of  the  village,  being 
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foremost  in  all  enterprises  that  are  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town,  especially  patriotic 
measures. 


l^OBERT  STOGDILL,  who  has  retired 
1^^  from  active  business  pursuits,  is  one  of 
^lA  La  Crosse  county's  most  substantial 
citizens,  and  since  his  residence  here,  which 
began  in  IS73,  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  most  progressive  elements  of  the  com- 
munity, lie  was  born  in  Westchester  county, 
New  York,  June  21,  1817,  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Cornelia  (Ingersol)  Stogdill,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York  respectively. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  occupation, 
and  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812;  he  died  January  10,  1871,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  six  years.  In  his  religious  belief 
he  was  inclined  to  the  Quaker  faith.  His 
wife  died  December  26,  1869,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  They  had  a  family  of 
three  children:  Robert,  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  is  the  oldest;  William  H.,  and  Har- 
riet, who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Stogdill,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  served 
through  the  seven  years  nnder  General  Mont- 
gomery, and  later  under  General  Putnam; 
his  wife,  Sarah  Stogdill,  drew  a  pension  from 
the  Government  for  a  number  of  years;  her 
deatli  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
Their  daughter,  Sarah  Rowell,  who  was  born 
in  1800,  is  still  living,  in  Connecticut;  Mont- 
gomery, born  in  1805,  resides  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 

Robert  Stogdill,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  1873, 
as  before  stated.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
April  26,  1810,  to  Miss  Mary  Gibson,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Gibson,  natives 
of    England.      Mr.    and     Mrs.    Gibson    emi- 


grated to  America  in  1823,  and  settled  in 
New  York  city;  the  former  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  He  died  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  The  wife  passed  away  in  1832;  lier 
illness  was  cholera,  and  continued  from  11 
A.  M.  to  7  i>.  M.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  survive,  Mrs.  Stogdill 
and  a  sister.  Miss  Sarah  A.  Gibson,  who  re- 
sides in  Greeley,  Colorado.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S'ogdill  have  no  children  hut  an  adopted 
daughter,  Grace  Burnham  Fassett,  a  grand- 
niece  of  Mrs.  Stogdill. 

At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Stog- 
dill started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  soon 
evinced  an  aptitude  for  business  operations 
which  assured  his  success  in  the  comniercial 
world.  He  was  first  employed  in  a  tobacco 
and  cigar  factory,  and  there  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  business.  He  went  to  New 
York  city,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and 
subse(j^uently  carried  on  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness. Attracted  hy  the  healthful  climate  of 
La  Ci'osse,  he  located  here,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  estimable  gentlemen.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  takes  an 
interest  in  local  politics,  now  serving  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Eighth  Ward. 

fOHN  HALVERSON,  a  valued  employe 
of  the  Mons  Anderson  Company,  of  La 
Crosse,  was  born  in  Norway.  July  10, 
1825,  a  son  of  Halver  and  Pernilla  Johnson. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  trade,  and  passed 
his  life  in  his  native  land.  The  mother  after- 
wards emigrated  to  America  in  18iG.  with 
her  three  daughters,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Jane, 
and  her  son  Gilbert,  and  died  at  her  daugh- 
ter's home  in  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  They 
had  a  family  of  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living. 
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Jolm  Ilahersnii  ouiiic  to  America  in  ls4S,  Boanl  of  School  Trustees.  The  county  was 
landing  in  New  York.  July  5.  In  his  own  then  thinly  settled,  the  houses  in  the  town- 
country  he  had  learned  t!:e  waa,,nniaker"s  sliiji  not  nuiuKpriiig  above  one  dozen  in  May, 
trade,  five  vears  as  an  a])prentice,  he  to  fur-  1S51.  hut  inrreased  consideralily  i.y  fall, 
nish  his  own  clothes  and  wasiiing,  and  had  Mr.  llalverson  was  married  in  Dane 
thonuicrhly  mastered  every  detail  of  the  husi-  county.  Wisconsin.  March  25.  1S52.  to  Miss 
ness,  and  began  at  once  to  work  in  this  line.  Cornelia  (i.  Hanson,  a  daughter  of  Kitl 
e.xcept  only  one  week's  rest  with  his  mother  Hanson,  now  deceased.  Iler  mother's  maiden 
and  relatives  in  Dane  county.  Wisconsin,  name  was  Dagne,  and  she  is  living,  at  the  age 
After  ills  removal  to  Rock  county  he  settled  of  ninety  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halver- 
in  Janesville,  and  there  went  into  a  wagon  son  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  i,utheran 
shop.  He  remained  there  until  October,  Church.  Mr.  Halverson  is  an  ardent  sup- 
1851.  Desiring  to  secure  some  land,  he  porter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
came  to  La  Crosse  county  and  selected  a  party,  and  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  country  of 
tract  iu  llarre  township,  in  May,  IS51.  and  his  adoption, 
afterwards  donated    the  land  on  which  Barre 

Mills  is  located.      He  erected  a  house  on  this  ~^1-''^22-'^ ^  ^  ^'^ 
land,    to    be    occupied     by    his    mother    and 

brother.  •fl\7l^'^'^'   ^"   ^'^^XXER.  — For  quiet,  com- 

Having  .secured  the  land,   he   again  turneti  ':.l)/,\    ["..rtable.  home-like  surroundings  and 

liis  attention  to  his  trade,  which   he  followed  *^fia&^   superior    bill    of    fare    at    moderate 

in   La  Crosse   until    1854.      Business   became  prices,  the  popular  hotel,  conducted   by  Mrs. 

so  dull  at  that  time  that    lie   was   obliged    to  ,  L.  Renner,  is  one  of  the  best  stopping  places 

abandon    his   vocation    and    go   to    his   farm,  in    La   Crosse.     Mrs.  Renner    is   one   of   the 

He  sold    his  shop  and    the    lot  on   which    it  pioneer  settlers  of  this  city,  locating  here  iu 

stood   to   a    Mr.  Jenkins,  of   I!ano;or.      From  18G1.  and  is  the  widow  of  Louis  Renner.  who 

this  time  until  180(1  he  was  absorbed  in  agri-  was     born    in    Bavarin.    Germany,    in    1882. 

cidtural    jmrsnits.  and   was  succeeding   well,  Mr.  Renner    came   to   the    United    States   in 

when  a  misfortune  in  the  shajie  of  an    injury  |  1845.  remained  in  Waverly.  Ohio,  until  1851, 

to    liis    back,    from    heavy    lilting,    overtook  '  when  lie   came  to   La  Crosse  and  engaged   in 

\um.  the    grocery    business  on    Main  street.       He 

He  dispo.-ed    of    his   farm   and    sec,;red    a  was  married  to  Miss  Jidia  Dimmel.  who  was 

position  with  the    Mons  Anderson  Company,  {  of  (4erman  descent,  her  parents  having  spent 

entering   their   employ    .November  13.  1860.  I  iheir  entire  lives  in  that  country.      Mr.  Ren- 

This  relationship  has   been    most  satisfactory  j  ner  remained   on    ]\Liin  street  one    year  and 

to  all    parties,  and   its    long  duration    is  evi-  then  built   a  hotel  on   Front  street  where  he 

deuce  of  the  stanch  fidelity  of  both  employer  remained  nine  years.      He  then  sold  out  and 


em 


ploye.  buiir  tiie  i 


Ir  the  Dresent  Park  Hotel  in  1882.     Tli 


While  a  resident  of  Barre  township  .Mr.  he  conducted  successfully  until  his  death  in 
llalverson  tilled  many  of  the  local  otlices.  '  18811.  of  eiilargenient  of  thi'  heart.  He  was 
He  was  Assessor  two  years.  School  Clerk  tor  a  man  universally  res|H'cted,  and  in  his  death 
the  same  lenoth  of  time.  Treasurer  of  the  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  nuMi.  He  was 
townshiji  one  year,  an<l  was  a  member  of  the     a  gooil  husband  and  a  kind  and  loving  father. 
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His  marriage  resulted  in  the  Lirtli  of  live 
children:  Emma,  Ida,  Anna,  Julia  and 
Minnie,  all  with  the  mother  in  the  hotel. 
When  Mr.  Renner  came  to  La  Crosse  he  had 
very  little  capital,  but  he  had  the  push  and 
energy  to  accomplish  what  he  undertook  and 
succeed  in  making  a  home  for  himself  and 
family.  He  was  a  United  Workman,  and  in 
politics  was  a  life-long  Democrat.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mrs.  Renner  and  daughters  still  continue  the 
hotel  bufiness,  and  they  are  meeting  with 
well  deserved  success. 

fEORGE  ATKINSON  is  a  real  estate 
agent  at  431  Main  street,  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin.  He  is  reliable  in  all  his 
dealings,  prompt,  honorable  in  carrying  out 
his  undertakings,  and  he  has  deservedly  se- 
cured the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  public. 
He  was  born  in  Somerset  count}-,  Maine,  Oc- 
tober 14, 1831,  but  his  father,  Christopher  At- 
kinson, was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
He  remained  in  the  State  of  his  birtli  until 
he  was  thirty  years  of  age,  tlieii  went  to 
Maine  and  began  following  his  trade  of  hat 
maker.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  and 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  until  the  nomi- 
nation of  Fremont,  when  he  and  his  nine 
sons  cast  tlieir  vote  for  the  brave  "path 
Under,"  and  they  have  continued  to  affiliate 
witli  the  party  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
ever  since.  He  and  his  sons  voted  for 
Franklin  Pierce  for  President,  and  while  on 
a  visit  to  a  sister  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia, 
during  Pierce's  administration,  he  called  on 
the  President  and  informed  him  that  he  and 
his  eight  sons  had  voted  for  him,  but  did  not 
divulge  the  fact  that  it  was  the  last  Demo- 
crat he  should  ever  vote  while  slavery 
existed,  but  such  proved  to  be  the  case.      He 


came  to  Baraboo,  Wisconsin,  with  his  family, 
in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  in  that  town  made 
his  liunie  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
his  ninety-eighth  year,  in  1872.  His  widow- 
survived  him  until  1877,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluircli  and  reared 
a  large  family  in  tliat  faith.  Of  fourteen 
children  born  to  them  all  lived  tit  mature 
yeai-s.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  George 
Atkinson  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself, 
and  for  a  numl)er  of  years  dui-ing  tlie  winter 
months  he  worked  in  the  pineries  of  Maine. 
U])i)ii  tiist  leaving  the  State  of  his  birth  he 
went  to  Massacliuselts.  but  after  a  few 
mouths  returned  to  Maine  and  in  185(3  came 
West  and  settled  in  La  Crosse.  He  purchased 
a  farm  near  Baraboo  soon  after,  on  which  he 
lived  for  twelve  years,  and  in  1870  i-eturned 
to  this  city  and  the  same  year  was  elected 
lumber  inspector,  which  position  he  held 
during  Governnr  ^  Washburne's  administra- 
tion. His  next  move  was  to  AVest  Saleiu, 
but  after  five  years  spent  in  tilling  the  soil 
he  returned  to  La  Crosse,  which  place  lias 
since  been  his  home.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
popular  business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  his  numerous  friends  and 
patrons.  He  was  one  of  the  "boys  in  blue," 
enlisting  in  Company  M,  First  Heavy  Wis- 
consin Artillery,  in  September,  1864,  and 
his  command  relieved  a  regiment  of  Iieavy 
artillery  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  -i  New 
York  regiment.  This  command  left  for  the 
front  2,200  strong,  and  returned  with  only 
eighty  men.  At  the  end  of  eighteen  mouths 
Mr.  Atkinson's  regiment  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  in  June,  1865,  and  although 
his  will  was  good  his  flesh  was  weak  and  he 
returned  home  much  shattered  in  health  and 
unable  to  do  a  full  day's  work.  He  weighed 
175  pounds  on  entering  the  service  and  125 
pounds    when    he    returned     home.       While 
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holding    tlie    position    of    Akleriiian    of    La  in  tlie  fall  of  1852.      At  that  time  Onalaska 

Crosse,  he  resigned   this  office  to  jjo  to  West  was  as  lari;e  as  La  ('rosse,  and  it  was   indeed 

Salem,  where  he  lived   several   years,  closini;  tlinnirht    that   the  former  pUice  would  he  the 

liis  hnsiness  there  in  1879.      lie  was  married  main  city.      Mr.  Nichols  opened  a  store  there 

March  7,  1857,  in  Vermont,  to  Miss  Amanda  and  started  a  mill  at  the   same  time,  and  was 

"Witham,  a  native  of  Maine,  whose  father  was  successfnl    in    running   lioth.      Having    heen 

from    Hartford,   Connecticct.      He   is   now  a  well    edui'ated    and    a   schoDl-teacher,  he   was 

resident  of   Concord,   Maine,  and    is   eighty-  iiere  placed  in  cliarge  of  all  the  schools  in  the 

one  years  of  age.     He  was  formerly  a  farmer  vicinity.      He   had    also  studied   with  a  view 

and  sawmill   operator.      His  wife  was  Imried  of  becoming  a   physician,  hut    lie   afterward 

in   18S1  at  the  acre  of  seventy-five,  at    Port-  ascertained  that  his  healtli    would  not  permit 

land,    Maine.     Three  of    the    nine   children  of  such  exposure  as  that  calling  would  entail, 

horn  to  them  are  still  living:  Melissa  Thomp-  and  he  held  various  offices,  and  was  a  man  of 

son,  who  resides  near  Bismarck,  Dakota;  Olive  affairs,  well  and  favorably  known. 

Dickinson,    of    Boston,    Massachu^etts,    and  The   mill    he    sold   out    to  his   sons  about 

Mrs.  Atkinson.   The  latter  has  borne  her  Inis-  lS7t>;  his    store    he    had    disposed    of    many 

band     three    children:      Frank,    married     to  years  before,  and  during  the  remainder  of  his 

Eiinna   Miner,  and   a  resident  of    La  Crosse,  days  he  lived  a  retired  life.      He  died  in  1877, 

has    been    engaged    in    farnnng    and    is    the  at  the  age  of   si.\ty-lour  years;  his  wife  died 

owner  of  a  line  farm  in  Minnesota,  which  is  just  two  years  previously.      They   had   seven 

rented;  he  is  the  father  of  a  little  daughter,  children,  four  of  whom  died  young:  the  other 

Geneva;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  C.  \\.  Sprague,  j  three  are  Frank  E.,  our  suliject;  Mrs.  Fannie 

was  married  in  April,  1891,  and  is  a  resident  I'ooler,  of  Onalaska,  and  Fred,  born  April  5, 

of  Tacoma,  Washington ;  and  Xettie,   who  is  \  1855,  and  died   in  1SS5.      By  a  former  niar- 

the    wife   of   C.  W.  Isham,  of  La  Crosse,  by  ;  riage,   however,    Mr.    Nichols   iiad   had    four 

whom     she    has     two     promising    children:  children:  George  and  Charles,  both  deceased; 

Helen    and     Woodard.      Mr.    Atkinson    is  a  Mary,    wife    of    George    Dresbach,    both    of 

inetnber   of    the    G.    A.    11.,    and     liis    wife  whom   also  are  deceased;   and   Jane,  wife  of 

heloncrs  to  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.    They  Charles  Conway,  living  at  Dresbach,  Minnc- 

are  highly  respected  and  worthy  peoj)le,  and  sota. 

have  taken   an    active   interest    in  tliat  which  ^Ir.    Nichols,   the    subject    of   this    sketch, 

pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  county.  !  began  the  lumber  business  at  the  age  of    six- 

{  teen    years,  and    has    followed    it   ever    since, 
^ ^\ .^_n-^^^.^ with    signal    success,    although    he    has   been 

1  burned   out    several    times.      .\t    the    age   of 

fllANK     E.    NICHOLS,    of   the    C.    H.  twoutyone  years  he  became  a  partner.     The 

Nicliols  Lumber  Company,  was  born  in  tirst     lumi)erman     of    Onalaska    was    C.     ^[. 

Madison,    Wisconsin,  August    10,  184:5.  Nichols.  an<l  when    Frank   E.  became   a  part- 

His  parents,  C.  M.  (a  native  of  New   York)  ner,  with  a  one-third  interest,  the   firm  name 

and  Jane  M.  (Eilkins)  Nichols,  came  to  Madi-  became  C.  M.  Nichols  &  Co.;  when  the  father 

son  at  a  very  early  ilay,  where  the  father  em-  died    the    tirm    name   was   changed    to  C.  H. 

barked  in    tjie   mJrcan'tile   business,  which  he  Nichols  <t  Co. :  and  a    few   years   ago   it    was 

followed  until    he  came   to    La  Crosse  county  changed    to    a    stock   company,  and    the  style 
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cliangeii  to  the  C.  J  I.  Nicliols  Liimlier  Com- 
pany; have  been  incorporated  tor  four  years. 
This  is  tlie  oldest  liiiiiber  com]iany  on  Black 
river,  building  tlie  first  mill    in    tiie^e  parts. 

Tlieir  mill  does  the  largest  business  of  all 
in  Onalaska,  employing  on  an  average  a 
lunidred  men  in  summer  and  about  125  in 
winter.  They  have  about  100.000,000  feet 
of  standing  lumber,  which  will  be  work  for 
the  mill  for  the  next  eight  years.  The  lum- 
ber business  has  made  La  Crosse,  Onalaska 
and  other  points  along  the  river. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  married  November  26, 
1874,  to  Miss  Dora  Green,  daughter  of  J.  H. 
and  Louisa  (Sinkhoff)  Green,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Norway  and  Germany.  They  have 
five  children,  namely:  Charles  Mason,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  in  1877;  Dora 
Nell,  Eaymond  Eugene,  Frank,  Plato  and 
Reese  Haskell.  The  family  are  members  of 
tlie  Episcopal  Church  at  Onalaska.  They 
built  their  house  of  worship  and  deeded  it  to 
the  village.  The  father  and  his  family  are 
also  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Frank  E.  Nichols  and  the  other  voters  of  the 
family  take  little  interest  in  politics,  but 
afhliate  with  the  Democratic  party. 


fAMES  SYKES,  an  early  settler  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Farmington  township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county 
since  1849,  and  is  entitled  to  a  space  in  this 
record  of  Wisconsin  pioneers.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  born  near  Manchester,  March  30, 
1821,  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Shaw) 
Sykes,  natives  of  the  same  country.  Our 
subject  spent  his  youth  in  service  in  a  cotton 
factory.  E[e  was  married  Feljruary  27,  1841, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Broadbent,  a  playmate  of 
his  childhood  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Sarah  Broadbent.      Mrs.  Sykes  is  one  of 
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a  family  of  twelve  children.  Her  parents 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  settled 
in  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  Aftei-  coming 
to  tiiis  country,  Mr.  Sykes  spent  some  time 
in  the  East,  and  was  a  resident  of  Philadel- 
phia for  eiglit  years.  When  lie  came  West 
lie  made  the  journey  by  water  the  greater 
portion  of  the  way,  and  spent  his  tirst  winter 
in  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  In  1S49  he 
took  up  a  Government  claim  in  Farmington 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  and  worked  in 
the  woods  through  the  tirst  winter.  Li  the 
spring  of  1850  his  wife  and  four  cliildren 
came  to  the  frontier,  and  for  two  years  they 
lived  on  this  claim.  Mr.  Sykes  then  sold 
out  to  John  Kendrick  and  improved  another 
farm,  which  he  disposed  of  in  1857;  he  then 
settled  on  the  land  he  now  occupies.  Tl  e 
winter  of  1858-'59  he  spent  in  the  far  AVest, 
as  Kansas  was  then  called,  engaged  in  hunt- 
ing and  trapping. 

During  the  civil  war  Mr.  Sykes  enlisted 
in  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Eagle  Regiment,  Company  I,  and  served 
from  September  22,  1861,  for  a  period  of 
two  years;  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability. 

Mr.  Sykes  has  added  to  his  farm  as  his 
means  have  permitted,  until  now  he  owns 
400  acres,  improved  with  every  modern  con- 
venience; his  buildings  are  substantial;  he 
has  one  of  the  best  equipped  sorghum  mills 
in  the  county,  and  is  surrounded  with  all  the 
comforts  of  modern  ingenuity. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  four  in  Wisconsin:  Sarah 
F.  is  tlie  wife  of  Chester  Andrews,  a  farmer 
of  Farmington  township;  William  is  a  resi- 
dent farmer  in  the  State  of  Washington; 
Martha  A.  wedded  Alex.  Burr,  ami  resides 
in  Minnesota;  Rebecca  (].  became  the  wife 
of   Alex.    Clark,   and    died    March    9.  Is87; 
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Jolin  II.  died  in  Washington,  December  10, 
1889,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  cliildren; 
Eunice  A.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Chirl<.  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Nebraska;  and 
James  L.  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  mar- 
ried Stella,  dangliter  of  L.  Frank,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter,  ()live. 

Sir.  Sykes  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
has  held  several  of  the  township  offices,  lie 
is  a  member  of  Xelson  Quiggle  Post,  No.  288, 
(i.  A.  K.  He  and  iiis  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Nortli  Bend. 
They  have  seen  many  privations  and  hard- 
ships since  coming  to  Wisconsin,  but  the}' 
have  received  a  well-merited  reward;  Mrs. 
Sykes  was  strong  and  robust  in  lier  earlier 
days,  and  assisted  her  husband  in  every  way 
possible;  she  raised  potatoes,  wliioh  siic  sold, 
and  purchased  their  first  cow  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale;  she  alsu  workeil  witii  him 
in  the  woods,  proving  herself  a  most  worthy 
helpmeet.  They  are  of  a  kindly,  liospital>le 
disposition,  and  are  among  the  most  highly 
respected  pioneers  of  the  county. 


fOIIN  A.X  l)KliS()\._T(.  this  gentleman 
belongs  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
"fi,  Norwegian  fettli^r  in  l.a  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  he  havini_r  located  here  in  1849. 
Sir.  Anderson  was  born  in  Norway,  January 
10,  1822,  son  of  Andrew  J,din,-<,n  and  :\fary 
(Olson)  Anderson.  He  atteu'led  school  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  fiU'  some 
years  worked  at  it.  '  ,\t  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  he  was  united  im  marriage  with  Caro- 
line Olson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Nor- 
way, daughter  of  ()!.■  and  Hetsy  Olson. 
Mrs.  Anderson's  parents  caino  to  this  country 
in  1855.  passed  tiie  remainder  of  tbeii-  li\cs 
in  La  Crosse  county,  and  iliccl  here. 


In  1^41*  Mr.  Anderson  sailed  from  Chris- 
tiania  to  New  York,  landing  at  the  latter 
jilace  alter  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks.  From 
New  York  he  went  direct  to  I'uti'alo,  and 
frtini  there  came  to  Milwaukee,  AVisconsin, 
thence  to  La  Crosse  county,  by  o.x  team. 
This  was  before  there  were  any  railroads  in 
Wisconsin.  Mr.  Anderson  came  alone  to 
this  country,  and  tiie  filiowing  year  was 
joined  l)y  his  wift'  and  his  parents.  La 
Crosse  at  that  time  contained  only  a  few 
houses,  and  a  trading  post  kept  by  John  Levy. 
Mr.  Anderson's  first  home  here  was  a  log 
cabin,  which  subsequently  gave  way  to  his 
present  resilience,  a  frame  house,  18  x  26  feet, 
with  an  addition  11^)  x  Hi  Feet.  lie  has  a  good 
barn,  80xo0  feet.  Other  improvements  on 
his  farm  are  a  modern  windmill,  cribs,  fences, 
etc.,  and  everything  about  the  jiremises  indi- 
cate tlirift  and  prosperity. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  seven  children 
were  born.  Of  these  four  have  passed  away, 
viz.:  Anton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Clara,  at  eight  years;  Ottilia,  at 
eigliteen  months;  and  Julia,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years.  Julia  was  the  wife  of  John 
E.  Olson.  She  left  a  family  ot'  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Clara,  Anna,  .lennieand  Lottie. 
The  three  living  children  are  as  follows: 
Mary,  wife  of  Andrew  Ofstedahl,  a  Norwe- 
gian and  a  prominent  man  of  La  Crosse 
county,  has  seven  children:  .lulien.  Allida, 
Clara,  Mathias,  Artliur,  Uoyna  and  l.ydia; 
Ellise,  wife  of  John  Olson,  a  merchant  of 
Milton,  North  Dakota,  has  three  children: 
Oscar,  Clarence  and  lluth;  and  Nettie,  wife 
of  Otto  Krogrstad,  a  druggist  of  Grafton, 
North  Dakota.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:    Lottie  aTul  Nora. 

During  the  many  years  of  bis  residence 
here  .Mr.  .\nderson  h.-is  lieeii  identitieil  with 
the  best  inti'ri'Sts  of  the  county.  He  believes 
in  tiie  advancen;ent  of  eilucation.  good  morals 
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and  religion,  and  his  influence  has  ever  been 
exerted  witli  the  best  elements  of  the  coin- 
mnnity  in  which  he  resides. 

Siicii  is  a  lirief  review  of   one  of   the  well- 
known  early  settlers  of  La  Crosse  county. 


fAVID  DROWN,  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  citizen  of  Farmington  town- 
ship, La  Crosse  countj\  Wisconsin,  first 
identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  this 
section  of  the  country  in  1856. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Germany.  April 
13,  1826,  son  of  Christian  and  Katharine 
(Notter)  Brown.  His  parents  were  born, 
reared,  educated  and  married  at  Wittenberg, 
Germany.  His  father  was  an  expert  wheel- 
wright. He  died  on  the  sea.  and  had  valuable 
tools  that  were  lost.  The  mother  came  to 
America,  and  her  death  occurred  at  Oualaska, 
Wisconsin,  in  December,  1888.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  given  to  them,  of  whom  five  are 
now  living,  namely:  Katharine  Spring,  of 
Onalaska;  David,  John,  a  lumber  merchant 
of  Buflalo,  New  York;  Fred,  foreman  of  Is- 
land Mill  at  Onalaska;  William,  foreman  of  a 
mill  at  Hannibal,  Missouri. 

David  Brown  received  a  fair  education, 
attending  school  until  he  reached  his  four- 
teenth year.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of 
millwright  and  made  himself  master  of  the 
business  in  all  its  details.  In  1848  he  bade 
adieu  to  his  native  land  and  came  to  America, 
first  locating  in  Philadelphia.  We  next  find 
him  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  worked  one 
year  at  his  trade.  Later,  he  operated  mills 
in  the  woods  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1856  he 
came  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin.  He 
built  the  first  steam  sawmill  at  Onalaska, 
having  brought  the  machinery  for  it  from 
Philadelphia.  Onalaska  at  that  time  con- 
tained only  about  five  or  six  houses.      A  year 


later  Mr.  Brown  went  to  New  Amsterdam, 
where  he  was  in  business  fur  three  years, 
lie  operated  a  mill  and  built  a  Imuse  there. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  I'xistwick  Valley, 
where  he  ran  a  flour  mill  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  traded  his  mill  foi-  the 
farm  he  now  owns,  which  was  then  unim- 
proved. In  1888  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  and 
in  that  city  built  a  house  and  engaged  in 
business.  Soon  afterward,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead.  Here  he  owns 
■140  acres  of  tine  lamJ,  well  improved.  Ilis 
house  is  18  x  30  feet,  with  an  L.  KJ  x  24  feet, 
all  a  story  and  a  half,  and  a  kitchen,  14  x  14 
feet.  He  has  two  barns.  One  is  42x5(3 
feet  in  dimension,  with  stone  ijasement,  and 
the  other  is  18  x  24  feet.  His  granary  is  18 
x22  feet;  crib,  18x24  feet;  and  shop,  12  x 
20  feet.  He  has  a  modern  wind  pump,  and 
has  the  water  piped  across  the  road  to  a  large 
tank.  Indeed,  everything  on  this  farm  is 
arranged  witli  reference  to  convenience,  and 
he  has  all  the  latest  improved  machinery  for 
conducting  agricultural  pui'suits  in  the  most 
approved  manner,  his  machinery  embracing 
everything  from  a  hoe  to  a  threshing-machine 
and  being  valued  at  s2,()00. 

Mr.  Bruwn  was  married,  June  17,  1851,  to 
Ilortense  Huber,  who  has  shared  his  joys  and 
sorrows  for  the  pa^t  forty  years,  and  who  has 
done  her  part  in  bringing  about  their  present 
prosperity.  She  was  born  in  Austria,  August 
15,  1832,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Ab 
ner)  Huber.  The  former  died  in  Germany  and 
the  latter  came  to  America,  and  departed  this 
life  in  La  Crosse,  aged  eighty-two.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  have  had  eleven  children,  and  all 
are  still  living  save  tliree.  Their  names  are 
as  follows:  Ed.  C.,  of  Shelby  township.  La 
Crosse  county;  David,  Jr.,  of  ()nalaska; 
Charles  L.  C,  also  of  Oindaska:  Lewis  L., 
who  has  been  a  mail-carrier  in  La  Crosse  for 
six  years;    Leonanl  W.,  who   lives  on  the  old 
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funn.  was  iiiMrriiMl  July  23.  1S89.  to  Airnt-s 
ElleIl^^,  of  Minnesota,  and  has  one  cliild. 
Uosa  Anna;  and  Henry,  Frank  .1.  and  Aniia 
K.  are  at  liome.  Those  decciised  are  Minnie, 
tlieir  second  eliild,  who  died  at  tlie  ai^e  of 
fonr  years;  Mary,  tiie  til'th-liorn.  died  at  the 
aj^e  of  eleven  years;  and  .Iidiniiv.  the  youngest, 
was  ten  years  old  when  he  died. 

The  home  farm  is  being  aMy  conducted  hy 
the  tliree  youngest  sons,  wiio  are  enterprising 
and  suceessfu!  young  men. 

'^lii' '    "'^*"""' 

«I1AULES  M.  SCIIAEFKH,  one  of  the 
leading  contractors  of  La  Crosse,  was 
born  in  tlie  city  of  ISonn,  (Germany,  in 
183U.  His  father  was  a  ])i-ofessor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Honn.and  tiiere  he  and  the  mother 
lived  and  died.  Charles  M.  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  Uni- 
versity. In  18-1:8,  during  the  llevolution,  he 
left  his  native  land  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  He  iirst  settled  in  McIIenry 
county.  Illinois,  but  remained  there  only 
three  months;  his  next  abiding  place  was 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  where  he  livnl  until 
1855,  engagecl  in  agricultural  pursuits;  he 
next  moved  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  ke|it  a 
boarding-liouse  on  kState  street,  conducting 
this  hostlery  until  l^DO.  It  was  durinu'  this 
time  that,  moved  by  the  (Terman's  true  love 
of  the  art  of  music,  he  organized  the  Iirst 
singing  society  in  La  Crosse.  In  ISdO  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Cam])bell  and  again 
took  up  farming.  He  was  ekn'ted  Cli'i-k  for 
five  successive  years.  In  IMJ.")  he  took  the 
])0sition  of  bookkeeper  with  the  .bilm  i'aul 
Lumber  C;om|)any,  continuing  in  tliat  em- 
ploy until  1S72.  At  that  time  an  op])or- 
tunity  to  go  to  Lansing.  Iowa,  as  manager  of 
a  lumber  ollice,  ]ii-esented  itself,  ami  lit,'  made 
that    jioint    his    lieadipiarters   for    t'oui'   years. 


Having  accumulated  some  capital  and  a  rich 
fun<l  of  experience,  lie  went  into  the  business 
of  contracting  for  slabs  of  the  lumlier  mills 
and  selling  to  the  dealers.  He  is  now  de- 
voting his  energies  to  I'ontracting  in  La 
Crosse,  and  has  met  with  gratifying  success. 
•^Ir.  Schaefer  was  married  in  1852,  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Antoinette 
Koenig,  a  daughter  of  Lambert  Koenig,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  lived  and  died  in 
his  beloved  Fatherland.  To  Mr.  Scliaefer 
and  wife  were  born  five  children,  three  of 
whom  ai'e  living  and  all  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  living  near  tlieir  lather's  home. 
Mrs.  Antoinette  ydiaefer  died  in  1863,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  yca'-s.  Mr.  Schaefer's 
second  marriage  occurred  in  1865,  when  he 
was  uniteii  to  Miss  Caroline  Metcalf,  daugh- 
ter of  (iilbert  and  Almira  Metcalf,  natives  of 
Vermont,  but  at  the  present  time  residentsof 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts.  By  this  union  five 
children  were  born:  Charles,  IleTiry,  George, 
F^lorence,  wife  of  Charles  Smitli.  of  La  Crosse, 
and  Ida. 

■%EV.  FATHER  WILLIAM  WHITE, 
*^'^  tlie  present  ])astor  of  St.  Mary's  Catli- 
"^'iX  olic  Church,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  in  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  October 
y,  1850.  and  is  a  son  of  Owen  and  I-llizalieth 
(McDonough)  White.  His  parents  were  from 
Ireland,  and  on  emigrating  to  the  United 
States  settled  in  Vermont,  the  j)ossil)ilities  of 
the  western  frontier  not  then  being  developed. 
In  1853,  however,  they  came  to  Wisconsin 
and  settled  in  Sauk  county,  ne.-ir  the  little 
town  (d'  Sandusky.  Thei'e  wei-e  nine  (dnl- 
dri'ii  in  the  family,  only  tour  <d'  whom  are 
niAV  livini_r.  Two  of  the  sons  entered  the 
pi-ie>thood,  one  of  whom  died  in  ISTT.  The 
latter    was    a    gradu;it<-   of     Milton    College, 
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Wisconsin,  ami  afterwards  studied  law.  lie 
was  admitted  tu  tiie  liar  in  Milwaukee,  Judge 
Arthur  McArthur  presiding.  He  practiced 
there  some  time  witii  flattering  success.  Iie- 
lieving  the  ministry  to  be  his  calling,  he 
abandoned  his  profession  and  all  that  it 
promised  in  the  way  of  worldly  advancement, 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  priesthood.  He 
entered  St.  Francis  Seminary,  and  after 
taking  a  theological  course  of  study  tiiere 
was  ordained  a  priest  in  1870.  He  was  as- 
signed to  Mauston  Parish,  where  he  labored 
indefatigably  until  God  called  him  to  liis 
reward. 

The  mother  of  this  family,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
McUonough  White,  was  a  relative  of  Com- 
modore  McDonough,  of  Lake  Champlain 
fame. 

Father  White  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Sauk  county, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  engaged  in 
teaching,  devoting  himself  to  this  profession 
for  four  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  entered  the  State  University  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  iu  1873.  Soon  after  this  he 
decided  to  tit  himself  to  enter  the  priesthood, 
and  -went  to  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  where 
he  began  a  four  years'  course  of  study  in 
philosophy  and  theology  in  the  Seminary  of 
Our  Lady  of  Angels.  These  were  years  of 
close  application  and  diligent  and  earnest 
study,  the  fitting  end  of  which  was  his  ordi- 
nation as  priest.  Bishop  Ryan,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  otticiating. 

The  first  parish  of  which  he  had  charge 
was  at  Ettrick,  Trempealeau  county,  Wis- 
consin. He  entered  upon  his  duties  there  in 
J  uly,  1877,  and  remained  there  until  Febru- 
ary 1,  1880.  During  his  pastorate  there  he 
built  a  church,  and  regularly  visited  the  out- 
missions  of  Trempealeau  and  Ivoaring  Creek. 
In  February,  1880,  he  was  sent  to  Hammond, 


St.  ('mix  coniity,  Wisconsin,  wlieix'  he  also 
had  the  mission  ui'  WiUon,  St.  Croix  county. 
At  Hammond  he  had  charge  of  the  Church 
of  tlie  Imniaculate  Conception,  which  pros- 
pered and  grew  in  numlicrs  undci'  his  care. 
These  jiarishes  now  number  about  1,000 
souls. 

Iu  January,  1892,  he  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Bishop  Scliwebach  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  La  Crosse.  This  congregation  is 
the  original  Catholic  society  of  La  Crosse, 
the  first  services  being  held  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Tappei't,  August  24,  1855,  in  the 
courthouse,  which  was  opened  to  him  as 
well  as  to  all  other  clergymen.  Cne  year 
later  St.  Mary's  Church  was  dedicated,  occu- 
pying tlie  site  of  the  present  edifice,  which 
was  begun  in  1874.  Rev.  Father  (now 
Bishop)  Schwebach  came  to  this  congrega- 
tion in  1870,  and  after  twenty  years  of  faith- 
ful service  was  succeeded  by  Father  White, 
giving  into  his  charge  a  united,  intelligent 
congregation  of  800  souls.  The  people  of 
the  church  will  hnd  in  their  new  pastor  not 
only  a  zealous  churchman,  but  a  citizen  in- 
terested in  public  affairs,  and  well  informed 
as  to  current  events.  He  has  brought  with 
him  a  valuable  experience  gained  in  otlier 
fields  of  labor,  and  tlirougli  his  efforts  the 
church  has  much  to  hope,  much  to  attain. 


fPHRAIM  STEVENS  has  resided  iu  La 
Crosse  county  since  1855,  and  is  entitled 
to  more  than  passing  mention  in  this 
record  of  the  leading  citizens  and  pioneers. 
He  was  born  in  Wellesley,  Massachusetts, 
November  16,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Timothy 
and  Eliza  (Stimson)  Stevens;  his  father  was 
also  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812;  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Ephraim  Stevens,  was  born  at   Holdcn,  Mas- 
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sacliiisetts,  and  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Tiinotiiv  Stevens  and  wife  reared 
a  family  of  six  sons  and  six  daiigliters;  one 
son  died  at  Aiidersonvilie  wiiile  in  the  service 
of  liis  country;  the  father  was  a  tarnier  liy 
oc-t'iijiatioM,  and  in  jiolitics  was  a  ••  Jackson 
man."'  In  his  religions  faith  lie  adiiered  to 
tiie  teachings  of  tiie  Congregational  Cliurch. 

()ur  subject  was  reareil  and  educated  in 
Massachusetts,  and  in  1S5 4  he  made  a  jour- 
ney to  the  fronvier,  coming  hy  the  great  lakes 
to  Chicago,  and  thence  liy  rail  to  (4alena,  Il- 
linois, and  by  boat  to  La  Crosse.  His  brother, 
A.  J.  Stevens,  who  was  at  one  time  associated 
with  him  in  business,  was  a  jirominent  citi- 
zen <d'  the  county;  he  died  in  Minnesota  in 
18S().  After  coming  to  the  county  in  1885, 
they  opened  a  store  in  the  old  hotel  at  Min- 
doro.  and  soon  after  erectetl  a  stoi'e  at  that 
jilace.  which  they  o|)ened  December  14. 
This  was  the  fii'st  store  between  iia  Crosse 
and  lllack  Uiver  falls.  After  three  t)r  four 
years.  JMiliraim  Stevens  s(dil  his  interest  in 
this  etitei'prise,  and  en^^'-aged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  Wv  now  owns  ItiO  ac-i-es  of 
well  improved  land,  a  good  house  and  barn, 
and  is  surrounded  with  many  of  the  comforts 
of  lite. 

He  was  marriecl  in  ISfi.j  to  .Miss  Kllen  U. 
iirown,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  <laugliter 
of  Samuel  :ind  llel,-ey  llrowii  id'  i^a  Cros.^e 
county.  ()f  this  uiiiuii  two  dauolifers  were 
born:  .Wdlie,  who  wa>  just  enferiui,^  the  nro- 
t'essioii  (d'  teaiddng,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  C.ai-rie  M.  i>  the  wite  u{  Oliver  N.  Ol- 
sen,  and  the  mother  of  one  <on,  i/Vnu  Stevens 
Olseti.  'i'he  wife  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  called 
from  this  life  Augu>t  :5,  18SI-.  She  was  u 
woman  of  excellent  traits  of  cdiai-acter,  a 
zealous  worker  in  the  l'resb\  ti  rian  ('liurch, 
and  a  faithful  wifir  and  devoted  mother. 

Politically  Mr.  Stevens  atliliates  witli  the 
Re|>ublican    jiarty.  and    is   one  ot    tlu;  active 


workers  in  tlie  township;  his  tirst  vote  was 
cast  tor  Fremont  in  185().  In  the  pioneer 
days  of  the  country  when  game  was  plentiful, 
there  was  no  hunter  more  successfid  than  our 
worthy  subject;  he  has  brought  down  many  a 
deei-.  and  was  fatniliar  with  every  inchof  t'.ie 
country  for  many  miles.  lie  is  a  man  of 
broad,  progressive  views,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  I'armington  township. 


S.  McARTlIUK,  M.  D.,  was  born  in 
Holland,  Erie  county.  New  York,  (Jc- 
®  tober  30,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses 
and  Mary  (Salisbury)  McArthur.  He  is  one 
of  the  American  representatives  of  the  Mc- 
Arthur clan,  the  eldest  bratudi  of  the  great 
elan  Camjibell,  his  gi'andfather  .lolin  McAr- 
thur having  come  to  Amei-ica  in  1772,  trom 
Clen  Lyon,  Perthshire,  Scotland.  His  early 
life  was  passed  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  academy 
of  Aurora,  New  York,  where  he  studieil  three 
years.  He  then  determined  to  enter  tiie 
medical  profession,  ami  began  his  reading 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Paul,  of 
Il(.)neoye  Falls,  New  York.  He  next  at- 
tenileil  three  courses  of  lectures  at  Geneva, 
New  York,  where  he  was  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  celebrated  Dr.  I'Vank  Hamilton,  as 
well  as  other  leaders  in  the  profession.  lie 
then  entered  IJuH'alo  Medical  College,  fi'om 
which  he  was  graduati'd  in  Is  17.  He  jtracticed 
medicine  at  Holland,  .New  York,  for  three 
years. and  afterwards  atCaledoiua.  New  York, 
for  several  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
the  promise  of  the  new  West  made  him  de- 
cide to  remove  to  the  frontier,  and  on  October 
22,  1855,  he  arrived  at  La  Crosse,  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  In  1801  he  spent  sev- 
eral   months    in    New  York  city,  studying  at 
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the  Lon^  Island  Hospital,  and  the  Eve  and 
Ear  Infirinary.  In  1866  he  again  S[ient 
several  months  there  in  study  under  the 
leading  practitioners  of  that  city.  Few  iiiem- 
bers  of  the  profession  in  the  West  have  had 
better  opportunities  for  fitting  themselves  for 
practice,  and  few  have  become  more  skillful. 
Dr.  McArthur  has  a  fine  professional  library 
and  constantly  adds  to  it  the  standard  pro 
t'essional  works,  which  are  published  from 
time  to  time.  He  is  a  close  student  of  the 
science  and  keeps  fully  abreast  with  its  prog- 
ress. Of  late  years  his  son.  Dr.  D.  S.  Mc- 
Arthur, has  been  associated  with  him  in 
practice.  He  was  married  January  1,  1852, 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Dean,  of  Caledonia,  New 
York. 


fANlEL  SEYMOUR  McARTHlTR,  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, was  born  in  this  city  March  28, 
1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  P.  S.  and  Mary 
(Uean)  McArthur.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  school  of  La  Crosse,  and  graduated 
from  its  high  school  in  1887.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1881  was  graduated  from 
that  institution.  He  had  early  determined 
upon  entering  the  medical  profession,  and 
having  chosen  his  studies  with  that  end  in 
view,  was  well  prepared  at  the  close  of  his 
university  course  to  begin  his  study  of  medi- 
cine. He  entered  the  Rush  Medical  College 
at  Chicago,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1884,  being  valedictorian  of  his  cla.-;s.  He 
then  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  began  profes- 
sional woi'k,  being  associated  with  his  father. 
In  1888  he  entered  the  Post  Graduate  Medi- 
cal College  and  Hospital  in  New  York  city, 
pursuing  the  general  course,  and  also  taking 
special  instruction    in    diseases  of    the    nose. 


throat  and  ear,  giving  particular  attention  to 
the  methods  of  instruction  in  vogue  in  the 
various  hospitals  of  the  city.  Dr.  McArtliur 
was  married  January  13,  1886,  to  Miss 
Eloise  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  N.  D.  and 
Sarah  (Streeter)  Johnson.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  their  ancestors  hav- 
ing settled  there  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  They  have  two  childi-en,  Helen  and 
Philip  Seymour.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress,  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  La 
Crosse  County  Medical  Society.  He  has  been 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  County  Society 
for  several  years.  He  is  vice-president  of 
the  American  Archselogical  Association,  atid 
takes  great  pleasure  in  the  study.  He  is 
prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  being  W.  M.  of 
Frontier  Lodge,  No.  45,  F.  &  A.  M.,  P  E. 
C.  of  La  Crosse  Commaudery,  No.  9,  K.  T., 
and  Grand  Junior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Com- 
maudery of  Wisconsin.  He  is  also  Past 
Cliancellor  of  La  Crosse  Lodge.  No.  27, 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  been  visiting 
physician  of  St.  Michael's  Boys'  Orphan  Asy- 
lum since  1884. 


^ENRY  P.  MAGILL,  bank  cashier.— 
IfS)  '^^^^  '^^''J  °^  ^''^  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is 
-^M  constantly  enlarging  the  scope  of  her 
influence  and  the  volume  of  her  commerce 
and  industries,  and  has  need  for  additional 
capital  and  financial  facilities,  and  this  fact 
had  for  some  time  been  apparent  Ijefore  the 
establishment  of  the  E.xchange  Bank  of  North 
La  Crosse,  in  the  early  jiarl  of  the  80s. 
Established  as  private  bank  in  1884,  by  II. 
P.  Magill,  in  1889  it  was  incorporated  as  a 
State  bank,  with  J.  E.  Wheeler  as  president 
and    Henry    P.    Magill   as    cashier,    and    has 
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been  in  successful  o]>er<ition  ever  since.  H. 
P.  Maijill  is  a  nieinher  of  tlie  well-known 
tirni  of  H.  P.  Magill  tt  liiiike,  investment 
bankers  and  insurance  agents,  and  obtained 
his  knowledge  of  the  banking  business  in  the 
Security  Bank,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
which  institution  he  entered  in  1^83.  He 
was  born  in  ("lark  countv,  Ohio,  but  received 
his  initiaturv  training  in  the  [iiiblic  schools 
of  La  ( 'rosse.  and  noon  attaining  a  suitable 
age  began  the  study  of  telegraphy,  in  the 
pursuit  of  which  calling  he  spent  several 
years  in  the  cities  of  La  Crosse,  Milwaukee, 
Chicago  and  Cincinnati.  Subsequently  lie 
drifted  into  railroad  contracting,  which  he 
followed  as  a  business  until  he  took  up 
banking.  Tl"^  bank  of  which  he  is  cashier 
has  a  capital  stock  of  8~5,000,  and  since  its 
inception  its  bu.'-inets  has  l>eon  carried  on 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  and  has 
had  the  cordial  indorsement  of  leading  firms 
and  corporations  that  have  opened  accounts 
with  it.  Lender  the  sound  and  contei-\ative 
management  of  the  president  and  directors 
the  bank  is  prepared  to  extend  every  facility 
consistent  with  legitimate  banking  to  its  cus- 
tomers. The  directors  arc:  .1.  E.  AVhceicr, 
Mayor  Copeland.  C.  P.  Crosiiy,  Henry  P. 
Magill  and  N.  I!,  iiohvay.  As  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Magill  iV:  i'.urke,  Mr.  xMagiU  is 
engaged  in  louning  money  o;i  real  estate, 
mortgages,  boinls  and  local  securities,  and 
also  does  the  largest  lire  insurance  bu>ine.-s 
iti  the  city,  ami  by  the  display  of  I'aitliful 
and  conscientious  zeal  for  the  be^t  interests 
of  iiis  cust(jniers,  he  has  secured  a  clientage 
of  no  ordinary  character.  Iti  Soiitli  La 
Crofse  their  business  requires  tlie  con.-tant 
attention  of  four  clerks,  an<l  in  their  bank  on 
the  corner  of  Kulilee  and  (ieorge  streets,  in 
North  La  Crosse,  employment  is  given  to 
three  clerks,  ^^r.  ^[agilllias  l)een  deservedly 
successful     ill     thr    diUci'ent     cnt<'r|iri.-es     in 


which  he  has  lieen  engaged,  and.  as  lie  lias 
carved  out  his  own  career,  much  credit  is  due 
him  for  the  admirable  way  in  which  he  has 
bent  the  force  of  circumstances  to  his  will, 
lie  was  united  in  marriage,  October  21,  1878, 
to  Miss  Carrie  Moore,  daughter  of  William 
II.  Moore,  of  Danville.  Kentucky.  Mrs. 
Magill  is  a  highly  cultured  and  refined  lady, 
and  as  she  is  the  possessor  of  a  tine  contralto 
voice  she  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  finest 
(juartette  choirs  of  the  city,  which  furnishes 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  (.'hurch  with  music. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Magill  aiv  members  in  i£ood 
standing  of  this  church,  and  move  in  the 
highest  social  circles  of  La  Crosse.  Mr. 
Magill  is  especially  well  and  favorably  known 
in  business  circles,  and  his  honor  has  never 
been  questioned.  He  comes  of  a  tine  family 
ami  his  father  (of  whom  menti  .'ii  i^  made  on 
anotiier  page  of  this  wurk)  Rev.  Ileiiiv  T. 
Magill,  was  an  esteemed  Methodist  divine. 


I^EV.  IIE.XUV  T.  .MA(tILL,  deceased, 
jj K\)  '^^  ^■'^  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  who  was  an 
"^^  esteemed  divine  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  a  man  of  marked  purity  of 
character,  was  born  in  Saint  (Mairsville,  Bel- 
mont county,  Ohio,  on  tlie  Pith  of  February, 
1831.  His  parents  were  oi  Scotch-Irish 
origin,  and  the  father,  Charles  Magill,  was  a 
local  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
'I'hey  moved  to  (Mncinnati,  ()hio,  in  lS-t2, 
and  there  both  received  their  tinal  suniinons. 
iiev.  Henry  T.  Magill  was  educated  at 
Woodward  College,  graduating  in  the  class 
of  1850.  and  soon  after  entered  the  ministry 
in  the  Ohio  conference,  tilling  various  ap- 
pointments in  the  same,  notabi}'  in  Zanes- 
ville  and  Portsmouth  districts.  He  came  to 
La  ('rosse  in  the  fall  of  ISBO,  being  transfer- 
reti  on  account  of  his    health,    ami    tilled    the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  pulpit  in  the  Foiirtii 
Street  Chureli  for  two  years,  the  limit  of 
time  allowed  by  the  churcli  at  that  day.  lie 
was  then  appointed  by  tlie  conference  to  the 
Eau  Claire  pulpit.  He  was  in  very  poor 
health  at  that  time  and  his  physician  forbade 
his  going,  but  being  enthusiastic  in  his  life- 
work  he  began  preparing  to  move.  While 
thus  engaged  he  was  taken  with  hemorrhage 
of  the  lungs,  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
ministerial  duties  for  a  time.  Instead  he 
went  to  Mindoro  and  engaged  in  inercliandis- 
ing,  which  he  carried  on  successfully.  Three 
and  a  half  years  later  his  death  occurred, 
May  29,  1866.  "The  good  old  Ohio  confer- 
ence had  few  young  men  more  noble  and 
gifted  than  Henry  Taylor  Magill,"'  writes  a 
friend  who  had  known  him  for  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  and  vigorous  mind,  was 
well  beloved  by  all  his  acquaintances,  and  ex- 
erted a  great  influence  over  those  with  whom 
he  associated. 

He  was  married  on  the  IStli  of  July,  1861, 
to  Miss  Abbie  S.  Bentley,  daughter  of  Edwin 
S.  and  is'.  M.  Bentley.  Mrs.  Magill  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement  and  was  a  pupil  in 
the  seminary  at  Charlotteville,  New  York. 
She  was  a  teacher  for  one  year  at  Carlisle 
Seminary,  New  York  State.  They  had  five 
children.  Mrs.  Magill  is  still  living,  and  is 
an  honored  and  respected  resident  of  La 
Crosse  city. 

PISHOr  KILLIAN  CASPER  FLASCH, 
deceased,  was  born  at  Retzstadt,  Bavaria, 
July  9,  1831,  and  in  1847  came  to 
America  with  his  father,  Andreas  Flasch, 
who  settled  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Badger  State.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Fond  du  Lac 
county  for  many  years,  and  died  there  in  1869, 


a  gentleman  highly  esteemed  for  his  integrity 
of  character.  One  son  and  three  daughters 
were  left  to  n)ourii  Ids  loss.  The  daughters 
entered  the  Notre  Dame  Convent  at  South 
Bend,  Indiana,  as  nuns.  The  son,  the  sulv 
ject  of  this  sketch,  decided  to  devote  liis  life 
to  the  churcli,  and  l)ecame  a  student  at  Noti-e 
Dame  University.  From  there  he  entered 
St.  Francis  Seminary  at  Milwaukee,  and 
graduated.  He  was  ordained  priest  Decem- 
ber 16,  1859,  and  assigned  to  mission  work, 
where  he  was  ever  active  and  worthy.  In 
November,  1869,  he  returned  to  St.  Francis 
Seminary  and  accepted  a  professorship,  which 
place  he  tilled  until  failing  health  compelled 
his  retirement. 

After  a  brief  rest  he  was  assigned  to  active 
diTty  in  the  ministry  and  took  charge  of  St. 
Mary's  congregation  at  Elm  Grove,  AViscon- 
sin,  remaining  there  till  1875,  when  he  again 
returned  to  the  seminary,  to  fill  the  chair  of 
theology.  In  1879  he  was  appointed  rector 
of  the  institution,  and  remained  there  until 
18S1.  August  24,  that  year,  he  was  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  La  Crosse,  of  wliich  city  he 
was  an  honored  resident  until  his  death. 

Bishop  Flasch  was  never  a  robust  man. 
In  1867  he  liad  an  attack  of  typlioid  fever, 
which  came  very  near  proving  fatal.  His 
strong  \\\\  brought  him  through  the  fever, 
and  supported  him  through  many  trials.  In 
May,  1891,  while  on  a  visit  to  New  Orleans 
for  the  good  of  his  health,  he  was  taken  sud- 
deidy  worse  and  never  recovered.  Rev. 
Father  Kilian  Beyer,  of  La  Crosse  went  to 
Chatawa,  Mississippi,  and  brought  the  sick 
prelate  North.  On  reaching  Milwaukee  they 
were  obliged  to  remain  there  sevei-al  <lays; 
they  finally  reached  home,  however,  which 
had  been  the  great  desire  of  the  siek  man 
from  the  time  of  his  sudden  attack.  The 
struggle    with    death    then    began  in  earnest. 
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and    teriiiinateil    at    G:15    a.   m.,    August  3, 
1891. 

Bishop  FhisL'li  was  noted  tur  his  i<indn('S8 
of  heart  and  his  religious  fervor.  His  acts 
of  cliarity  were  numerous,  and  lie  was  areatly 
beloved  by  all  his  church,  while  his  e.xenijdary 
life  and  irreat  worth  won  respect  and  admir- 
ation even  from  people  of  other  creeds  than 
his  own.  ^[any  of  the  ciiaritable  and  benev- 
olent institutions  wjiich  adorn  and  bless  the 
city  of  La  (^rosse  are  a  ilirect  outgrowth  of 
r.ishdp  I'dasch's  innate  desire  tn  "  do  guod  to 
all  mankind." 

During  his  illness  he  was  attended  by  his 
two  sisters,  who  now  live  in  the  convent  at 
Milwaukee. — Sister  Killiana  and  Sister  Lau- 
rentia.  It  was  most  littinp  that  he  should 
])ass  away  in  his  chosen  home  suri-ounded  by 
his  dearest  friends,  in  the  city  where  he  ha<l 
accomplished  his  greatest  work  as  a  church- 
man and  won  a  distinction  accorded  U<  but 
few.  lie  was  Conscious  to  the  last,  his  latest 
audible  words  being  a  whispered  prayer 
coupled  with  the  name  of  Jesus.  Those 
present  at  his  deathbed  were  Very  Rev. 
Father  James  Schwebach,  now  ailministrator 
of  the  Diocese  of  La  Crosse;  Uev.  ivilian 
(t.  Beyer,  nephew  of  tlie  Bishop:  \'ery  Hev. 
Father  Vander  Sanden.  of  St.  Louis;  Rev. 
Fatiier  Joseph  B.  Wiedmann,  of  St.  Josepii's 
Cathedral,  La  Crosse;  Fiev.  James  \evin,  of 
St.  Mary's  Ciiurch;  the  two  sisters  of  the 
Bishop  and  several  other  Franciscan  sisters 
from  St.  Francis  Hospital,  La  Crosse. 

The  funeral  ot'  the  lamented  Bishop  was 
one  of  the  mo.>t  imposjnir  events  in  the  his- 
tory of  La  ('rosse.  Archliisliop  Fatzer  and 
(jther  notable  leaders  of  the  rhiircii  were 
]iresent.  The  body  was  consionoil  to  its 
final  restiiiir  place  August  IF  It  is  autJMii- 
tatively  stated  that  17o  priests  w(n-e  present 
from  abroad.  The  pidccs-ion  was  lieadeil  by 
seven    ancliorites,  followed    in   ordei-   by    lOU 


priests  dressed  in  their  church  vestments; 
Archbishop  Katzer,  of  Milwaukee;  Arch- 
bishop Irehuxl,  of  St.  Paul;  Bisliop  Zardette, 
of  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota;  I'isliop  Cotter,  of 
Winona,  same  State;  Bishop  Scanlan,  of 
Onuiha;  MonsigneurZeininger,of  Milwaukee; 
and  Very  Rev.  Father  James  Schwebach. 

At  the  church  the  exercises  were  conducted 
by  Archbishop  Katzer,  beginning  with  a 
recitation  of  the  ••  Otfices  of  the  Dead,"  and 
participated  in  l>y  all  the  churchmen.  The 
service  was  very  impressive.  A  guard  of 
honor,  composed  of  Division  No.  1,  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  stood  near  the  casket, 
while  the  officiating  priests  chanted  the  funeral 
service.  Tippman's  orchestra  assisted  in  the 
rendition  of  appropriate  music.  The  services 
were  attended  by  about  3,000  people,  while 
other  thousands  were  unable  to  obtain  even 
standing  room  within  the  church,  but  waited 
patiently  without,  equally  manifesting  their 
interest  in  the  sad  rites.  Archbishop  Katzer 
officiated  at  the  solemn  re(piiem  mass,  assisted 
by  Mousigneur  Zeiiiinger,  iiector  Reinor,  of 
St.  Francis,  and  Dr.  .\[oes.  of  Ohio.  This 
very  impressive  ceremony  closed.  Bishop 
Cotter,  of  Winona,  delivered  an  eloquent  and 
feeling  sermon,  in  English,  and  with  a  strong 
voice  which  reached  every  corner  of  the  vast 
auditoriuiH.  The  discourse,  a  glowing  tril>- 
ute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  touched 
upon  the  uncertainty  of  earthly  existence, 
the  pi-omises  of  life  hereafter  and  the  life  of 
tlie  departed  ]>relate.  Father  .\blielen,  of 
Milwa\ikee,  followed  with  a  sermon  in  tiie 
CJermaii  language,  including  in  his  address 
feeling  riderences  to  his  early  ac(iuaiiitance 
with  the  deceased  liishop,  brietly  tracitig  the 
career  of  his  old-time  friend  from  1SG6  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  and  pathetically  referring  to 
his  exceptionally  devout  and  Christian  spirit 
I  and  his  modesty  in  shrinking  from  public 
honors.      He   pret'erreil,  he  saiil,  to  be  known 
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simply  as  ••  Fatlier  Flascli,"  and  wiien  the 
rt'cognition  of  liis  superior  ability  foreeil  his 
ailvaneemeiit  tirst  to  a  professorship,  then  a 
rectorate  and  finally  the  episcopacy,  he  Ijore 
his  honors  in  a  true  Christian  spirit. 

The  procession  to  the  grave  was  headed 
by  Tippman's  military  band,  followed  by 
the  uniformed  Bohemian  Knights,  Catholic 
Knights,  the  Jtliberniaiis,  St.  Joseph's  So- 
ciety, the  Society  of  St.  Boniface,  and  dele- 
gations from  other  Catholic  societies  of  the 
city.  The  procession  was  one  of  the  largest 
ever  seen  in  La  Crosse,  and  the  good  Bishop 
Flasch  was  laid  to  rest  in  a  most  befitting 
manner. 


fV>.  EMERSON,  one  of  the  most  faith- 
tiil  and  efficient  employes  of  the  Clii- 
'^  cago,  Ilurlington  &  Northern  Kail- 
road  Company,  was  born  at  New  Conaerstown, 
Ohio,  in  1858,  a  sou  of  Cabel  T.  and  Louisa 
A.  (Freeman)  Emerson.  The  fatiier  was  a 
professor  in  an  Ohio  college,  but  liis  latter 
years  were  spent  in  the  ministry  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination  in  Ohio,  Blinois  and  Min- 
nesota. He  died  August  9, 1881;  the  mother 
is  still  living,  and  resides  at  Tacoma,  AVash- 
ington.  O.  B.  Emerson  ol)tained  his  educa- 
tion at  Austin.  Minnesota,  attending  school 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age;  he 
remained  there  umil  1878,  when  he  went  to 
the  Black  Hills;  tJiere  he  enoawed  in  drivino- 
a  team,  his  route  being  from  the  Black  Hills 
to  Bismarck,  Dakota.  In  the  meantime  his 
parents  had  removed  to  Moorhead,  Minne- 
sota, and  in  the  spring  following  his  residence 
in  Dakota  he  too  weut  to  Moorhead,  and  ob- 
tained a  position  in  a  hardware  store,  where 
he  was  employed  two  years.  He  then  took  a 
position  in  tiie  Great  Northern  freight  office 
at     Barnesville,    Minnesota,    and     after    one 


year's  service  there  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  a 
brakeman,  and  finally  became  ijaggagemas- 
ter.  He  was  next  engaged  on  the  river 
division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railroad,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Chicago,  liur- 
lington  &  Northern  Railroad  Company,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  has  been  in  their 
service.  He  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  con- 
ductors on  this  i-oad,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  the  officials  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Emerson  was  married  November  15, 
1887,  to  Miss  Louisa  Miller,  daughter  of 
A.  S.  and  Mary  Miller,  of  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota. Mr.  Miller  is  the  manager  of  a 
large  carriage-painting  establishment  of  that 
city.  In  his  political  cpinions  Mr.  Emerson 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  partj'. 


tAMUEL  YOUNG,  freight  and  passeTi- 
ger  conductor  on  the  Chicago,  linrling- 
ton  &  Northern  Railroad,  was  born  in 
Galena,  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois,  -January 
10,  1856.  His  parents,  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Adams)  Young,  were  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and  the  father  was  a  collector 
for  steamboats,  the  old  "Northern  Line 
Packet  Company,"  also  the  "White  Collar 
Line,"  both  extending  from  St.  Louis  to  St. 
Paul.  His  death  occurred  July  5,  1874, 
when  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  an 
honorable  and  usefnl  citizen,  and  was  highly 
esteemed  in  all  the  walks  of  life.  His  wife, 
who  had  heart  trouble,  died  about  three 
hours  after  her  husband's  death,  when  but 
forty-four  years  of  age.  She  possessed  many 
virtues  and  was  a  loving  wife  and  mother. 
Samuel  Y^oung,  the  fourth  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom   are   now   li\-inij,  began  workinir 
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for  himself  as  brakeinan  on  the  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  &  Northern  Railroad.  From 
1875  to  1879  he  was  brakeman  and  train 
baggageman  on  the  same  road,  and  after  this 
he  went  to  tiie  Wabash  between  Danville, 
Illinois,  and  Quincj  of  that  Stjite,  as  brake- 
man  for  one  }'ear.  He  was  then  conductor 
on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Rail- 
road for  five  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Savanna,  Illinois,  in  1S86,  when  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Morthern  Railroad  was  build- 
ing, and  lias  been  on  the  same  road  ever 
since,  serving  in  his  present  capacity. 

He  was  married  February  18,  1880,  to 
Miss  Lucy  Tindall,  who  was  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  four  children  born  to  George  W.  and 
Mary  Tindall,  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Upper  Altcui,  Illinois.  The  father 
is  a  fruit-grower  and  dealer  of  his  town. 
Their  children  (^Mrs.  Young's  sisters)  are 
named  as  follows:  Sarah,  a  dressmaker  of 
St.  Louis;  Maria,  at  hnnie;  and  .Mice,  wdio 
resides  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young's 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
bright  children:  Mary  and  George,  both 
pupils  of  the  j)ublic  schools.  Mr.  Young  is 
a  member  of  the  O.  R.  C,  and  as  a  citizen, 
business  man  and  neighlior,  stands  high  in 
the  community.  He  generally  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  is  not  active  in 
politics.  Mrs.  Young  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Ciiurch. 


fimiLXETT,  one  cf  the  pioneers  of  La 
Crosse,  and  a  man  closely  identified 
"  with  the  building  interests  of  this  sec- 
tion, is  a  native  of  the  State  of  .\e\v  York, 
born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  Jaiiuai'v  27, 
1828.  His  parents,  Davis  and  Kli/iabutb 
(Runnels)  Burnett,  were  Kotb  New  I-jigland 
pC(jple  and    nl'    I^llgli^h   e\tracti(jn.      !)uring 


the  cliildhood  of  our  subject  they  removed  to 
Crawford  county,  I'ennsylvania,  where  they 
passed  the  remainiler  of  their  days.  Young 
Burnett  resided  at  home  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  He  followed  this  vocation 
for  three  years,  when  he  became  interested 
in  the  millwriglit's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1S51.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Indiana 
and  again  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade, 
erecting  during  the  summer  a  large  seminary 
building.  In  the  autumn  of  1851  he  came 
to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  La  Crosse,  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  which  was  made  up  of  two 
stores  and  a  hotel. 

Mr.  Burnett  was  married  in  Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
in  May,  1849,  to  Miss  Eliza  Benham.  Mrs. 
Burnett's  home  at  that  time  was  in  Newark, 
(_)hio;  she  is  a  native  of  Chittenden  county, 
Vermont,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Philander  and 
Relief  (Utnphrey)  Benham.  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  of  English  lineage.  Their  ances- 
try dates  l)ack  many  generations  in  this 
country,  members  of  the  family  being  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812  and  of  the   Revolution. 

After  Mr.  Burnett  came  to  La  Crosse  he 
combined  his  two  trades,  and  has  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  many  of  the  large  buildings, 
mills  and  bridges  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  has  been  employed  in  the  erection  of 
mills  over  the  States  of  Wisconsin  and  Min- 
nest)ta.  These  two  occupations  he  has  made 
his  life's  work,  and  his  laboi-s  have  l>een 
crowned  with  success.  l-'or  five  years  lie 
gave  some  attention  to  the  hnnber  luisiiiess; 
this  was  during  the  Rebellion,  and  be  was  at 
that  time  located  in  .Minnesota.  In  addition 
to  the  many  houses  he  has  erected  by  con- 
tract, be  has  built  a  number  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  now  occupies  a  large  brick  block 
ai  -tO-J  .^,Mith  Third  street.  P.)litically  he 
atiiliati's  with  the  Republican    party,  and    has 
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been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Mr.  and  Mre.  Burnett  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Lovey  Kelief,  wife  of  John  Scriver, 
of  La  Crosse.  The  family  are  conneeted 
witli  the  Baptist  Church. 

— «-«|<"5w^•|♦ .-». — 

tEV.  A.  K.  SAGEN,  pastor  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  Church,  of  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin.  February  11,  1851,  and  is  a  son 
of  K.  K.  and  Mary  (Burthe)  Sagen.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Boe,  Norway,  and  the 
mother  of  Lunde,  in  the  same  country.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  1845,  and  located 
in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  re- 
bided  six  years;  at  the  end  of  that  time  tliey 
reii.oved  to  Ridgeway,  Iowa  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  the  father  died  in  1861.  The 
mother  then  went  to  Worth  county,  Iowa, 
and  was  living  with  her  son  at  the  time  of 
her  death  in  1878. 

Of  the  family  of  nine  children  Mr.  Sagen 
was  the  fifth-horn ;  his  eldest  brother,  K.  K. 
Sao-en,  Jr.,  is  now  Clerk  of  the  District 
Courts  in  Worth  county.  Iowa.  In  1869  he 
entered  the  Lutheran  College  at  Decorah, 
Iowa,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1874. 
He  then  went  to  St.  Louis  and  spent  one 
year  at  Concordia  Seminary.  Being  depend- 
ent upon  his  own  resources,  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  school  for  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  employed  in  teaching  school  in 
Fillmore  county,  Minnesota,  and  in  the  paro- 
ciiial  school  at  Decorah,  Iowa.  Having  saved 
a  portion  of  his  earnings,  he  again  entered 
Concordia  Seminary  in  1877,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1879.  He  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  1879  by  Bishop 
V.  Koren,  and  took  charge  of  the  congrega- 
tions in  Norman  and  Polk  counties,  ]Minne- 
sota.     lie  remained  with  this  work  live  years. 


and  was  then  called  as  assistant  pastor  to  the 
Rev.  V.  Koren,  near  Decorah,  Iowa,  filling 
the  appointments  at  Ossian,  Calmar  and  Sta- 
vanger  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In  Au- 
gust, 1888,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  Church  at  La  Crosse,  under 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Synod. 

Mr.  Sagen  was  united  in  marriage  Decem- 
ber 13,  1875,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Ilegg^,  of  Deco- 
rah, Iowa.  She  was  born  at  Washington 
Prairie,  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  December 
16,  1855.  No  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  but  they  have  adopted  Olga  Caroline 
Andrea,  who  was  l)orn  February  13,  1888. 

The  church  over  wiiich  Mr.  Sagen  presides 
is  composed  of  about  100  families.  He 
addresses  the  congregation  in  their  native 
tongue  (that  is  the  Norwegian),  excepting 
every  fourth  Sahliath  evening,  when  the  ser- 
mon is  delivered  in  English.  During  the 
summei'  months,  when  the  public  schools  are 
closed,  a  ])arochial  school  is  conducted  in  the 
church,  wlien  the  Norwegian  language  is 
taught.  This  congregation  is  the  largest  and 
most  prosperous  one  in  the  city,  made  up  of 
Norwegians.  Tiieir  church  building  is  two 
stories  high,  and  is  situated  on  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Division  streets.  A  Sabbath- 
school,  numbering  200  children,  is  conducted 
in  the  basement.  The  Ladies' Aid  Society  is 
one  of  the  most  ?ealous  organizations  of  the 
church. 


fHARLES  R.  THORP,  is  a  member  of 
one  of  the  most  patriotic  families  of 
Wisconsin,  and  is  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Farmington  township,  La  Crosse  county, 
residing  near   Burr  Oak. 

Mr.  Thorp  was  born  in  Rock  Island.  Illi- 
nois, February  27,  1851,  a  son  of  David  and 
Anna    (^llurlburt)    Thorp.      His    father    was 
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born  near  ( )gdeiisbiirgli,  St.  I>a\vrence  eonnty. 
New  York,  aii'l  liis  i^M-andfather,  William 
Tiiorj),  was  a  nativt'  of  New  Jersey.  Ilis 
maternal  grandfather  was  Dr.  Jcinutlian  Ihirl- 
hnrt.  a  prominent  ami  sncressfiil  jihysieian, 
anil  his  j^ramlmiitlier  Ilnrlhurt  was  before 
her  marriage  a  Miss  Baker.  David  Thorp 
and  Anna  Eurlburt  were  married  in  Ohio; 
moved  from  there  to  Michigan  and  located 
near  Paw  Paw;  thence  to  a  place  near  (ireen 
Oak,  Indiana;  next  to  Kock  Island  connty, 
Illinois;  and  several  years  later,  in  1800, 
came  to  La  Crosse  county  and  settled  on  the 
land  where  Charles  \l.  now  lives.  They  had 
ten  children.  One  died  in  infancy  and  the 
others  grew  to  adult  age.  Only  three,  how- 
ever, are  now  living:  Charles  R.  and  his  two 
sisters, — Jane  S.  Reynolds,  of  Bufi'alo,  Iowa, 
and  Anrilly  L.  Benedict,  who  live  on  the  old 
home  place.  Four  of  the  sons  served  in  the 
Union  army;  "William  II.,  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F.  Twenty-tifth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
died  at  Snyders"  BlutV,  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  service;  Lewis  F.,  a  mendier  of  the 
same  regiment  and  company,  while  on  the 
Mississippi  River  between  LittK'  Rock  and 
Helena,  Arkansas,  fell  from  the  boat  and  was 
drowned  in  the  river;  John  W.,  a  member  of 
tiie  Eighth  Infantry,  Comjjany  I,  Eagle  Regi- 
ment, was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Corinth;  an<i 
Simeon  P..  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Kansas 
Cavalry,  known  as  ••  .layhawkers,'"  made  a 
brilliant  record  in  the  army,  and  dii-d  after  a 
service  of  two  veai-s.  .\nuthcr  brother  was 
killeil  by  '•  iiushwhackers,"  in  .Vrkansas, 
about  the  tinu'  the  war  began,  being  shot 
thronch  the  left  ;irm  and  side.  William  II. 
was  witli  him  at  the  lime,  l>ut  made  his  cs- 
cain'  to  the  North.  The  falliei'of  thi^  family 
was  a  carpenter  ami  cliairmaker  by  trade,  lie 
was  once  a  Whig,  but  later  a  Re|)ul)lieaii.  In 
reli'Tion    he  was  a   memlier  of  the    Methodist 


Church.  Both  juirents  were  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Charles  li.  Thorp  was  nine  years  of  age 
when  they  moved  to  La  Crosse  county.  Here 
he  grew  up  and  received  his  education.  In 
1S77  lie  went  to  Colfa.x  county,  -Xebraska. 
and  the  following  year  to  Buena  Vista  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  four  years  engaged 
in  farming.  lie  then  returned  to  this  county 
ar.d  has  since  resided  here. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  Thorp 
was  muted  in  marriage  with  Mary  W.  Isbell, 
who  was  born  at  Elizabeth,  in  Jo  Dayiess 
county,  Illinois,  daughter  of  AV.  II.  Isbell  and 
Emily  F.  (Endicott),  his  wife.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  her  native  county.  Her 
father  came  to  La  Crosse  county  in  1872. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  liave  eight  children, 
viz.:  Boon  A.,  John  W.,  Roy  F.,  George  AV., 
Edith  E.,  Charley  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Floretice 
O.  Mr.  Thorp  owns  an  eighty-acre  farm  and 
is  comfortably  situated.  In  politics  he  is 
Republican. 

fOIIX  KENRKTvisone  of  the  old  set- 
tlei-s  and  a  highly  respected  citizen  of 
La  Crosse  county.  Hewasbornin  North- 
am  ()tonshire,  England,  August  4r,  1813,  and 
is  a  son  of  Bu.xton  and  Hannah  (Ross)  Ken- 
rick.  His  father  was  an  English  gentleman, 
and  he  was  reai-ed  and  educated  according  to 
the  standard  of  that  station.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  sailed  to  the  East  Indies,  and 
for  several  montiis  he  was  in  Calcutta  In 
ls:!i  he  emigrate(l  t(_>  America,  and  settled 
in  Essex  county.  New  York,  on  theborderof 
Lake  Champlain;  tliei'e  he  lived  for  teii  years, 
and  in  l^li  pushed  out  to  the  frontier,  set- 
tling in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin ;  this 
he  made  his  home  until  1853,  when  he  came 
to    j-'armington    townshi|);    pi-evious   to   this, 
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however,  lie  liad  lived  for  a  short  time  in 
Rock  county,  where  he  had  followed  farming. 
He  boucrht  a  tract  of  land  in  Farmington  town- 
ship, which  he  improved  and  where  he  resided 
until  1891.  disposing  of  the  property  at  that 
time  and  going  to  Mindoro,  where  he  owns 
one  of  the  nicest  of  homes. 

Mr.  Kenrick  has  been  twice  married;  at  the 
age  of  twentj-five  years  he  was  united  to 
Miss  Clara  Coman,  in  Essex  county,  New 
York.  Two  children  were  born  to  them: 
Henry,  a  re>ident  of  Farmington  township, 
and  Antoinette,  wife  of  Josiah  L.  Pettingill, 
of  La  Crosse.  The  mother  died  in  1843.  It 
was  in  February,  1866,  that  Mr.  Kenrick  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Post,  widow  of 
Joseph  T.  Post;  by  her  former  marriage  she 
is  the  mother  of  four  children:  Calista,  wife 
of  William  Atwater  and  mother  of  three 
children;  Sheldon  S.,  of  La  Crosse;  Marcus 
and  Ogilvie,  who  also  reside  in  La  Crosse. 
Joseph  T.  Post  died  April  27,  1863,  aged 
forty-eight  years;  he  was  a  native  of  Madison 
county.  New  York.  Mrs.  Kenrick's  maiden 
name  was  Leet,  she  was  born  August  28, 
1819,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  Sheldon  and 
and  Caroline  (Stimson)  Leet,  natives  of  C'on- 
necticut  and  Massachusetts  respectively. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenrick  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
has  been  steward  for  many  years.  In  his 
political  convictions  he  adheres  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  integrity  of  character,  and  is  worthy 
of  the  place  he  occupies  in  the  community. 


fANIEL  SHANE,  of  section  15,  Burns 
township,  was  born  in  Columbia  county, 
Pennsylvania,  November  29,  1830,  a 
son  of  George  and  Mary  (Giger)  Shane,  both 
also    natives    of    Pennsylvania.     The    father 


was  a  son  of  George  Shane,  a  native  of  Lan- 
caster county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  soldier  in 
the  Revdlutionary  war,  being  a  driver  of  an 
ambulance  wagon.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade, 
was  the  owner  of  saw  and  flouring  mills,  and 
also  owned  and  operated  several  large  farms. 
Our  subject's  jiarents  had  six  children,  four 
of  whom  still  survive,  viz.:  Daniel,  our  sub- 
ject; William  of  Burns  township;  Thomas 
of  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Orlando  Brown,  also  of  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin.  ( )ne  daughter,  Rebecca,  died  in 
Pennsylvania  in  ISo-t,  at  about  the  age  of 
twenty  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  learned  the  car- 
riagemaker's  trade  in  Penns^-lvania,  at  which 
he  worked  for  seven  years,  and  during  two 
years  of  that  time  he  was  employed  i)y  Dim- 
lap  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  He  came  West 
in  tlie  fall  of  1855  and  purchased  200  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  lives,  on  which  he  set- 
tled in  May,  1856,  and  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  320  acres.  He  is 
one  of  the  principal  stockholders  and  incor- 
porators of  the  Burns  Cheese  Manufacturing 
Association,  of  which  he  is  the  business 
manager.  The  factory  was  i)uilt  in  1874  by 
Joseph  Hauton,  who  opei-ated  it  two  years 
and  then  sold  to  the  present  incorporated 
company. 

Mr.  Shane  was  married  March  24,  1857,  to 
Anna  M.  Melick.  a  nativoof  Columbia  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of  Peter  Melick, 
now  deceased.  They  have  nine  children, 
namely:  Forest  D.,  a  resident  of  Hamilton 
township,  inarried  Cora  Van  waters;  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  William  Bradley  of  West  Salem; 
Orpha  J.,  the  wife  of  Eugene  W.  Richards, 
of  West  Salem;  LTlysses  G.  married  Ettie 
Sibley,  and  lives  near  Aberdeen,  South  Da- 
kota; Mary,  the  wife  of  Frank  Bowles,  of 
Hamilton  township;  George,  of  West  Salem; 
Bertha,    Robert  and    Clyde,   at   home.     ^fr. 
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Shane  has  liehl  the  dtiice  of  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace  and  Town  Cliairtnaii  several  yeais. 
His  wife  and  several  children  are  nuMnl>ei-s  of 
tlie  Metiiodist  C'hnroh,  and  he  also  gives  liK- 
erally  to  the  snpport  of  the  gospel,  i'dlitic- 
ally  lie  atliliates   with   the   liepul)liean   party. 
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lacksniith   i.if    Mindon).    Wisconsin,   is 
one   of  the  early  settlers   of    La  Crosse 
county,  and  a  veteran  of  the  late  war. 

He  was  born  in  Potter  connty,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  18,  1S42,  son  of  Maxson  and 
Eunice  (Parmenter)  Lanphere,  natives  of 
Khode  Island.  The  Lanpheres  traced  their 
ancestry  back  to  the  English.  Grandfather 
Jonathan  Parmenter  was  a  son  of  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  who  lived  to  be  103  years 
olil.  Maxsnii  r,an))here  and  his  family  can:e 
to  La  Crosse  county  in  ISo.J  and  settled  in 
I'urns  Valley.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  in  ISSf),  ai^a'd  eiij;hty-two  years.  The 
father  is  still  liviui;  and  resiiks  at  Shamrock. 
Jackson  county.  Wisconsin,  being  now  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  They  had  a  famiU'  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  arrived  at  adult 
age.  viz.:  David.  Harriette.  LoviiKi,  Luc'inda. 
Amy,  ]\[a\s(in,  JMinice,  ^lari^aret,  Hiram  and 
Martha.  liiram  was  a  lad  of  twelve  \ears 
when  they  cairie  to  this  ('(luntry,  and  here  he 
grew  upand  was  educated.  In  Alienist,  ISfJl, 
he  enlisted  liis  services  for  the  protection  of 
the  Union,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
E,  Third  Wisconsin  Ca\alry.  lie  was  hon- 
orably discharged  June  19,  IsC.j,  :it  Kenton 
liarracks,  Missoni-i.  I)ui-ini^r  the  nmst  of  his 
service  he  was  in  ^Missouri  and  Ai'kansas. 
Returning  to  Burns  Valley  he  i-emaine(l  there 
some  time,  and  in  1^72  went  to  Modena, 
Buffalo  coMiity,  where  he  Was  iMi^aifed  in 
work   at    the    iilacksmith    ti-ade    until     IST'J. 


'I'hat  year  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  county 
and  liK-ated  at  Mindoro.  Being  an  exjiert 
workman  he  has  all  he  can  do,  and  from 
nmrning  till  night  the  ring  of  his  hammer  is 
heard. 

In  October,  l^itJS,  ^Ir.  Lanphere  wedded 
Olive  Draper,  who  was  born  in  Is'ew  Hamp- 
shire. Her  father,  John  Draper,  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Burns  Valley,  and  served 
during  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  the  Third 
Minnesota  hifantry.  ]n  this  county  she 
grew  up  and  received  liei-  education.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  l^anphere  have  been  born  six 
children,  viz.:  .Minnie,  wife  of  John  Dorcas 
of  Burns  Valley;  Nellie.  Carrie,  ilelvin, 
Alice  and  \'ernie. 

Ml-.  Lanphere  is  an  enthusiastic  Republi- 
can and  a  charter  member  of  Nelson  Quygle 
Post,  x\o.  233,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  served  in 
various  ofiices  in  the  post.  Is  also  a  member 
of  the  iModern  Woodmen.  lie  is  a  man  of 
strong  physit[ue  and  is  in  the  prime  of  life. 
Frank  and  jovial  in  nninner  and  honorable  in 
all  his  business  dealings,  few  have  a  larger 
circle  of  friends  than  he. 


Jr/B  "^  exceptionally  line  business  ijualitica- 
■sJJtiK-  tions,  and  as  such  was  pr(jniinently 
identified  with  the  devidojiment  and  growth 
of  i>a  Crosse.  lie  was  born  in  Canada,  just 
over  the  line  from  \'ermont.and  in  sympathy 
and  interests  was  a  citizen  ot'  that  State. 
About  the  year  \'<\\.  when  a  youth  of  eigh- 
teen years,  he  left  home  tn  try  his  b)rtune  in 
the  '•  Wild  We>t."  and  he  often  entertained 
his  friend.-  with  a  graphic  descriptiiui  of  his 
trip  tVom  BulValo  to  Chicago  by  way  of  the 
(ireat  iiakes.  and  his  experiences  in  secni-ing 
employment  among  a  strange  people.  .\t 
tlu!  aof  of  twenty  he  fiMiml  himself  in  (ialena, 
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Illinois,  and  was  engaged  in  various  pursuits 
until  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  As 
a  personal  friend  of  Generals  Grant,  lioUins 
and  Smith,  lie  spent  some  years  in  the  army, 
fre(|uently  in  the  thick  of  the  fight. 

In  1866  lie  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  was 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Davis,  Medary  & 
mil,  which  purchased  the  leather  and  saddlery 
and  hardware  business  of  Grant,  Burke  &  Co.; 
this  firm  was  afterwards  changed  to  Davis  it 
Medary,  and  they  erected  the  La  Crosse  tan- 
nery; the  business  was  finally  iiuM-ged  into  a 
stock  company  (Davis,  Medary  &  Platz  Com- 
pany), and  Mr.  Davis  retained  a  large  amount 
of  stock.  He  was  elected  vice-presideiit  of 
the  liatavian  Bank  u])on  its  organization,  an 
otfice  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death;  he  was 
also  president  of  the  tannery  company  already 
mentioned,  at  the  time  of  bis  death.  In 
1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  he  retired 
from  active  business  pursuits,  and  was  so 
situated  as  to  fully  enjoy  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  the  reward  that  honesty,  industry  and 
strict  integrity  had  won.  Upright  in  all  his 
dealings,  he  demanded  of  every  one,  with 
whom  he  had  business  relations,  the  same 
compliance  with  what  lie  regarded  as  legiti- 
mate commercial   metliods. 

While  manifesting  a  marked  interest  in 
local  and  national  afi'airs,  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  fill  an  official  position  within  the  gilt 
of  the  people.  He  had  many  warm  ]iersonal 
friends,  and  enjoyed  his  association  with  thein 
in  a  most  genuine  and  hearty  fashion.  When 
he  passed  from  this  life  to  the  reality  of  the 
lieyond,  he  was  truly  mourned  by  the  entire 
community.  The  directors  of  the  Batavian 
Bank  and  also  the  La  Crosse  Club  met  and 
adopted  i-esolutions  of  respect  and  expressing 
the  deep  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  this 
most  estimable  citizen. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Sale, 
and  to  tliem  were  born  two  children:  William 


G.  and  Walter  S. ;  tliese  two  young  men 
compose  the  firm  of  Davis  &  (Jo.,  who  con- 
duct a  wholesale  and  retail  cigar  ami  tobacco 
Inisiness  in  La  Crosse;  the  inisiness  has  been 
established  about  fifteen  years;  this  firm  suc- 
ceeding that  of  Matt  Weix;  they  are  doing 
an  excellent  business,  and  have  extended  their 
trade  through  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and 
and  Northern  Iowa. 


fllAKLES  H.  NICHOLS,  i)resi.le!it  of 
the  C.  H.  Nichols  Lumber  Coinjiaii}', 
.„  was  born  in  Williamson,  Wayne 
county,  Xew  York,  August  26,  1831.  His 
parents,  Colonel  Charles  Marion  and  Jane  E. 
(Case}')  Nichols,  were  from  Aulmrii,  New 
1  ork.  The  father,  a  iiierehant,  and  a  man 
of  some  prominence  in  business,  was  a  friend 
of  William  H.  Seward.  The  family  moved 
to  Michigan,  locating  at  Kalamazoo,  where 
Mr.  Nichols  continued  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  was  while 
living  there  that  he  received  the  title  of 
Colonel  from  Governor  S.  T.  Mason. 

He  moved  to  Wisconsin  some  time  before 
1S5U,  settling  in  Dane  county;  and  he  oijened 
a  btore  in  Madison  and  a  farm  at  Cottage 
Grove.  Charles  was  employed  in  the  store. 
His  elder  brother,  George,  was  a  civil  engin- 
eer and  located  at  St.  Paul,  where  Charles 
went  in  1851,  and  remained  two  j'ears. 
George  died  there,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  of  quick  consumption.  Colonel  Nichols 
removed  to  Onalaska  in  1852,  and  with  a 
partner  Ijegan  lumbering,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Nichols  &  Tompkins.  Charles 
went  there  and  in  1853  was  einjiloyed  as 
clerk  for  the  boom  company  existing  there 
at  that  time.  He  continued  with  them  until 
he  was  of  age,  and  thenceforward  he  was  with 
his    father    until    the   latter  retired.      About 
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1857  they  purclla^ied  the  liojce  &  Boyce 
mill,  and  made  lumber  there  for  nearly  fif- 
teen years.  In  1S71  Colonel  Nichols  sold 
the  liusiness  to  his  son  Charles  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Frank  Pooler,  giving  them  each 
810,000  and  lending  them  jointly  820,000. 
This,  perhaps,  put  a  rather  high  valuation 
on  the  property  at  that  time,  hut  it  was  an 
cstalilished  business  with  an  exceptionally 
irood  site.  The  business  was  proiitably  con^ 
ducted  in  this  form  until  1S>>T.  when  the  C. 
H.  Nichols  Lumber  Company  was  orgatiized. 

Mr.  Nichols,  our  subject,  was  marrie<l, 
June  I'J,  1S59,  to  xMiss  Helen  M.  Farrand, 
daughter  of  William  and  lluby  Farrand, 
natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Onalaska 
in  1*^57.  Mr.  Farrand,  also  a  lumberman, 
was  well  and  favorably  known;  he  died 
August  12,  18f3S,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  Mrs.  Farrand  is  still  living,  with 
powers  of  body  and  mind  quite  well  pre- 
served, at  the  aije  of  seventy-nine  years.  Of 
their  eiirht  children,  three  are  living,  viz.: 
Cliarles,  a  lawyer  of  Onalaska;  Mrs.  C.  11. 
Nichols;  Ira,  who  married  Miss  Lizzie  Fahey, 
and  resides  at  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county; 
two  cliildren  died  in  infancy;  Henry  R.  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  a  half  years;  James 
Crouger,  the  secoml  son,  died  at  the  ag(^  of 
fifty-two  years:  he  married  Emeline  Aiken. 
who  now  resides  at  Onalaska;  Esther,  the 
third  in  the  fiimily,  married  William  A. 
Thayer,  and  die<l  July  I'l,  1SS7. 

Mr.  Nichols  tir.~t  found  it  necessary  to 
siiend  tlu'  winter  in  the  South  in  18S1,  and 
foi-  four  years  sjieut  the  cold  months  at 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  or  at  Mineral 
Wells,  Texas.  Then  he  spent  a  \\  inter  or  two 
in  New  Orleans,  but  traveled  about  some, 
and,  being  pleased  with  the  situation  at 
Eustis,  Florida,  bought  land  tlnu-e,  built  a 
pretty  cottage,  setting  the  grounds  cut  to 
fruit  and  ornamental   trees.      Ibit   his   throat 


trouble  increased,  and  he  went  to  Chicago 
for  treatment;  but  failing  to  receive  benefit 
he  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of 
ISKl,  and  died  there  October  28,  following. 
The  body  was  brought  hon:e  and  buried 
November  1,  with  solemn  Masonic  rites. 
The  deceased  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  a  thoroughly  good  Chris- 
tian, had  many  friends  and  but  few,  if  any, 
enemies.  The  Nichols  lumber  firm  built  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  ()nalaska. 

Mrs.  Jane  Conway,  wile  of  Charles  Con- 
way, at  Uresbach,  Minnesota,  is  a  sister  of 
the  deceased;  and  another  sister,  Mary,  mar- 
ried George  I)riesl)ach  :  both  are  now  deceased. 

fAMES  HENRY,  Jr.,  turnkey  of  the  La 
Crosse  county  jail,  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  Illinois,  December  9,  IS-io, 
and  is  a  son  of  James  anif  JLirtha  ^Ilarej 
Henry,  natives  of  county  Antrim,  Irelaiul. 
The  parents  were  reared  in  their  native  land, 
arid  they  were  married  in  April,  1839.  Soon 
after  this  event  they  set  sail  foi-  .\merica,  the 
tri[)  being  their  bridal  tour.  They  had  little 
of  this  world's  goods,  but  were  l)lesst>d  with 
good  constitutions,  loving  hearts  and  willing 
hands.  They  lamled  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
and  jiroceeded  thence  t^.i  Montreal,  where 
they  spent  the  tir.~t  summer:  Mi'.  Henry  was 
employed  at  farm  work  the  first  year  of  his 
residence  here,  and  then  went  to  Uurlington, 
YernK)nt,  where  he  was  engaged  at  work  in 
the  round-iiouse  f<u'  three  years,  Frank 
Stevens  l)eing  iiead  manager  of  the  railroad. 
I'pon  heaving  Rurlington,  he  came  West  and 
located  in  Chicago,  then  a  slushy,  swampy, 
villa;;e;  he  was  employed  in  that  place  three 
years,  working  in  the  inachiiu'  shops  which 
he  helped  build.  It  was  in  iStiO  that  he 
canu'    to    La    ('rosse   county    and    settled    in 
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Farmington  township,  where  he  became  tlie 
owner  of  720  acres  of  land.  lie  applied 
himself  diligently  to  agricultural  jnirsuits, 
tilling  the  soil  and  raisiiig  and  feeding  live- 
stock, and  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Mrs.  Henry  is  one  of  a  family  of  four 
daughters  and  two  sons,  none  of  whom  ever 
came  to  America,  and  only  two  of  whom 
survive,  John  and  Betty.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  have  a  family  of  tive  children:  Edward 
is  logging  on  Black  river;  he  married  Anna 
Gorton,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
Mary  E.  and  Winifred;  the  mother  died  in 
1891,  aged  twenty-si.x;  before  her  marriage 
she  was  a  teacher,  and  was  an  ornament  and 
honor  to  the  profession;  Martha  is  the  wife 
of  William  Quinn,  and  resides  in  North  La 
Crosse;  they  have  two  children  living, 
Maude  and  May;  Maggie  lives  in  Cliicago, 
with  a  cousin;  Anna  married  Vevan  Fuller, 
proprietor  of  the  City  Hotel,  La  Crosse.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  are  highly  respected  citizens, 
and  are  fully  deserving  of  all  the  honors 
accorded  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 

James  Henry,  ii\,  attended  school  at 
Stevenstown,  La  Crosse  county,  and  when  his 
school  days  were  ended  he  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  agriculture.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, JS'o%-ember  28,  1882,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Quinn,  a  daughter  of  James  and  8usan  Quinn, 
of  Ettrick,  Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  are  well  and  favorably  known; 
they  have  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Quinn,  Mr.  Henry  removed  to  La  Crosse, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  For  live  years 
he  was  policeman  of  the  city,  doing  faithful 
service  and  keeping  an  excellent  reputation, 
in  fact  placing  himself  in  the  front  ranks  of 
the  city's  guardians.  lu  1888  he  was  ap- 
pointed sergeant  of  the  police,  and  held  that 
office  three  years,  giving  a  hicrh  deoree  of 
satisfaction.      In   1891,    August   l-j,    he   was 


appointed  turnkey  of  the  county  jail,  and  is 
njaintaining  the  high  standard  he  has  already 
established.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  its  movements. 

He  and  his  wife  are  tlie  parents  of  two 
children:  Gertrude  and  James.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Romat;  Catholic  Cliureh. 

AVID  II.  YOXKER  is  the  efficient 
freight  conductor  on  the  South  Minne- 
sota branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroail.  He  was  born  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  May  6,  1850,  to  Peter  and 
Sarah  (Hemming)  Vonker,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  successful  farmer  of  Seneca 
county  for  a  number  of  years,  and  afterward 
followed  the  same  occupation  in  Wyandotte 
county,  tive  miles  from  Sandusky  city.  While 
crossing  an  iron  bridge,  spanning  the  San- 
dusky river,  with  a  loaded  wagon,  the  bridge 
gave  way,  precipitating  Mr.  Yonker,  his 
team  and  load  to  the  bottom  of  the  river, 
which  fortunately  happened  to  be  at  low- 
water.  The  liorses  were  but  little  injured, 
but  one  of  the  iron  arciies  of  the  bridge  fell 
across  Mr.  Yonker's  body  and  pinned  him  to 
the  ground.  A  plowman  near  by  came  to 
his  relief  and  succeeded  in  lifting  off  tlie 
arch,  which  afterward  pro\ed  too  heavy  for 
two  strong  men  to  move.  Mr.  Yonker  re- 
ceived such  severe  injuries  that  they  resulted 
in  his  death  at  about  the  age  of  tifty-two 
years.  This  occurred  in  the  year  1S57.  He 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  was  a  man  universally 
esteemed.  He  left  a  family  of  six  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
fifth.  He  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Atnanda  Smith, 
wife  of  Francis  Smith,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  are 
the  only  ones    now    living.      The    mother    is 
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still  liviiiij  in  Fn.-tDria,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  lier  age,  aiui  is  reinarkablv  well  pre- 
served, both  mentally  and  physically. 

David  II.  Yonker  attended  the  pnhlie 
schools  (if  ()hioin  his  yontli.  and  assisted 
hi-  jiarents  on  the  farm,  remaining  with  his 
mother  until  he  was  aliont  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  In  1872  he  came  West  to  Minnesota, 
and  after  some  time  spent  in  farming  he 
l(t'i,'in  dealing  in  grain  at  lirownsdale,  for 
Fountain  A:  Peter.-on,  and  was  aftei'wanl  with 
Ilod;res  *fc  Hyde,  of  La  Crosse,  "Wisconsin, 
for  three  yeai-s.  He  then  began  braking  on 
the  railroad,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  was 
promoted  to  conductor,  which  position  he  has 
held  for  four  years,  giving  good  satisfaction. 
While  buying  grain  he  served  for  several 
years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  sei'ving,  also, 
for  some  time,  as  school  director,  his  intln- 
ence  in  that  direction  being  used  for  good  in 
the  communitv  where  he  resided.  He  was 
mariied  in  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois,  No- 
vember 30.  1876,  in  Fountain,  Minnesota,  to 
Miss  Sylvia  Long,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Long,  natixes  respectively  of  Fenn^yl- 
vania  and  ()liio.  and  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  oF  whom  .Mi's.  honker   is   the   fifth. 

Mr.  Long  rtMnoved  to  ^linnesota  about 
1S55.  and  there  died  on  the  loth  of  .Vngust, 
1S4^,  at  the  ai^e  of  .-i \ ty-tliree  year>,  of 
rheumatism  of  tlir  heart.  His  widow  is 
still  living  in  Hamilton,  Minnesota,  and  is 
sixty  eii.dit  years  of  age.  Tlie  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yonker  has  been  bk'sscd  in  tlu' 
birth  of  two  children:  Charles  F.  and  .\rchie 
II.  -Mr.  ^linker  is  a  mendier  of  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  the  K.  of  I'.,  and  the  ( ).  U.  C.  He 
takes  no  interest  in  politic-,  but  generally 
supports  the  man  whom  he  considers  best 
titteil  for  thi^  ..nice.  The  Yoid<ei-s  are  .d' 
(Tcrman  e\ti-action,  ami  t  be  t.iwn  .d' Yonkers. 
.Xew  York,  was  named  in  honor  ..f  this 
family.      .Mi's.  ^'onker  was  a  teai-her  prior  to 


her  marriage,  as  were  also  two  of  her  sisters. 
She  is  a  refined  and  cultivated  lady,  and  her 
parents  are  well  connected  on  both  sides. 
Mr.  Yonker  is  public-spiriteii  in  his  views, 
anil  is  in  every  way  a  worthy  and  respected 
citizen. 


•l^Tf.^  *^-  'l'Ii<  )MAS,  one  of  the  faithful  an.l 
wAWll  trusted  employes  of  the  C'hica.io, 
[■"^©{s^j  *  Burliuijton  &  Northern  Railroad 
Company,  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  Ijorn 
in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  in  1845,  the  son 
of  William  and  L  aira  (Norris)  Thomas;  the 
fathei-  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  mother's 
ancestors  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock.  William 
Thomas  was  a  brassmolder  by  trade,  and 
had  charge  of  the  Armstrong  lirass  vlt  iron 
Works  at  Armstrong,  Pennsylvania,  for  many 
years.  He  rem. .veil  to  liushnell.  Illinois,  in 
1857,  and  there  jiui-chased  a  farm  which  he 
cultivate. 1  until  ISCil.  He  then  engage.l  in 
buying  live-stock  for  the  Government,  and 
continued  in  this  business  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  was  the  2d  day  of  September, 
1804;  he  was  tifty-tive  years  of  age;  his  good 
wife  followed  him  one  year  later  on  the  same 
date.  W.  S.  Thomas  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  at  South  l!end,  Indiana.  When  only 
si.xteen  yeais  of  age  he  n  sponde.l  to  the  call 
of  his  country,  and  went  out  in  defence  of 
her  tlay-,  enlisting  in  the  Sixteenth  Illinois 
N'olunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  his  regi- 
ment until  it  was  mustered  out  atthecdoseof 
the  war;  he  participated  in  all  the  engage- 
ment- of  hi-  regiment,  was  with  Sherman  on 
his  march  through  (ieort,'ia  to  the  sea,  and 
back  to  Washington,  where  he  took  part  in 
the  (iraii.l  Uexiew  in  IMJ").  ^Vllen  peace 
was  deelai'e.l.  and  the  jiur.-uits  of  civilization 
once  more  (daitned    his    attention,  he  entered 
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the  employ  of  the  Ihimiibal  &  St.  Joe  Kiiil- 
road  Comjiaiiy,  aiui  since  that  time  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Northern  Missouri, 
Kansas  City  &  Council  ijlufEs,  Wabash,  St. 
Louis  &  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific.  From 
1881  to  1888  he  was  in  the  mountains  with 
the  Shackelford  and  Garrett  exploring  and 
prospecting  party,  traveling  from  the  Black 
Hills  down  into  Mexico.  He  has  been  run- 
ning an  engine  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Korthern  Railroad  from  this  city,  since  his 
return  from  the  prosjecting  expedition. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  zeal- 
ously supporting  all  the  measures  of  tliat 
body. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married  at  Oshkosh,  Wis- 
consin, to  Miss  Katie  Keeley,  daughter  of 
James  and  Julia  Keeley,  of  Fond  du  Lac 
county,  Wisconsin;  Mr.  Keeley  was  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  of  that  county;  his 
death  occurred  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty 
five  years;  his  wife  survived  him  until  1889, 
■when  she,  too,  passed  away,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  has  been 
born  one  child,  Laura.  Mrs.  Thomas  and  her 
parents  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  John 
Flynn  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

tRCHlBALD  E.  BOLEr,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin  for  many  years, 
and  was  the  efficient  bookkeeper  for  C.  L. 
Coleman.  He  was  born  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  April  6,  1840,  from  which  place  he  re- 
moved to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  and  al)out 
1870  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of  La 
Crosse.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  city  he 
secured  the  position  of  bookkeeper  with  Mr. 
Coleman,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his 
death.     He  was  faithful  and  conscientious  in 


the  discharge  of  his  duties,  an  upright  citi- 
zen, a  social  and  agreeable  coiniJaninn,  and  in 
his  family  he  was  ever  kind,  thoughtful  and 
considerate.  He  was  faithful  in  his  frieml- 
ships,  and  as  a  citizen  commanded  respect 
from  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  He  is  one  of 
the  men  to  whom  is  due  a  great  deal  of  credit 
for  the  upbuikling  and  ])rogress  of  the  city, 
and  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  its 
most  enterprising  and  upright  citizens.  Li 
the  early  part  of  the  civil  war  he  served  for 
about  one  year,  but  Ix'iiig  greatl}-  ti-oubled 
with  asthma  he  was  discharged  at  the  end  of 
nine  months.  He  had  aci^uired  a  tine  practi- 
cal education  in  the  Pittsburg  Business  Col- 
lege, became  an  expert  at  bookkeeping,  and 
was  considered  a  well  posted  man  on  all  sub- 
jects:. He  was  an  able  tinancier  and  owned 
as  many  as  eleven  houses  in  the  city  of  La 
Crosse,  all  valuable  pieces  of  property  which" 
became  the  property  of  his  wife  at  his  death. 
He  was  in  every  way  a  puldic-spirited  man, 
and  although  his  heart  was  willinir,  his  flesh 
was  weak  and  the  duties  laid  upon  his  shoul- 
ders proved  too  much  for  his  strength,  and 
he,  after  a  severe  struggle,  at  last  laid  down 
the  burden  of  life. 

He  was  married  December  29,  1884,  to 
Miss  Einma  L.  Small,  daughter  of  John  G. 
and  Emeline  Small  of  Boston.  Mrs.  Boley 
was  born  in  Maine,  and  is  a  highly  cultured 
and  refined  lady,  fitted  to  shine  in  any  society. 
She  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  La 
Crosse  for  four  years,  but  was  herself  edu- 
cated in  the  high  school  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  She  came  to  La  Crosse  on  a 
visit  to  a  sister,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Anderson,  and 
at  once    engaged  in   teachiuir,  having  had  an 

too  o^  o 

experience  of  some  four  years  in  ilaine,  near 
Portland.  Her  mother  died  many  years  since 
and  her  father  in  Cambridgeport  in  1883. 
Mrs.  Boley  bore  her  husband  twti  children: 
Harry    E.,  and  Charles   S.,  both    bright    and 
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proinisiiig  Ia<ls.  Mrs.  Boley  is  a  member  of 
tlie  Congregational  Cliiircli.  Her  linshand 
usually  voted  with  the  liepublican  party. 


tSCAK  lIOUCK,(!rutrg:st.— A  reference 
til  the  (Iriig  traiie  of  La  Cru.-se  suggests 
at  once  the  liouse  of  which  Mr.  Ilouck 
is  the  j.roprietor.  wiiich  is  one  of  the  best 
anil  must  pujjiilar  establishuieiits  known  in 
the  trade.  The  stock  carried  is  a  large  one, 
embracing;  all  kinds  of  drups  and  chemicals, 
as  well  as  a  complete  assortment  of  medicines, 
]ierfumes,  toilet  requisites  and  physicians 
supjilies,  making  a  sjiecialty  of  prescriptions. 
The  establishment  is  located  at  1853  Cale- 
donia street.  Mr.  Houck  was  born  in  Xor- 
way,  x\]iril  '1\.  1S(]0,  of  which  country  his 
parents,  Dr.  Ove  (iulberg  and  .Vnna  lloegh, 
were  also  natives.  The  father  was  a  head 
physician  for  lejiers  for  three  or  four  hospi- 
tals, but  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  t)f  life 
in  lS(i2,  at  the  age  of  f(;rly-eight  years.  His 
widiiw  still  survives  him  and  is  a  resident  of 
her  native  lai\d.  To  them  a  family  of  eight 
children  were  Imni,  li\e  of  whom  came  to 
America:  i)i'.  Ivinit  and  Cai'l  came  to  this 
coniiti-y  and  to  La  ('ros:-e.  in  IsO'.l,  and  Oscar 
came  to  tiiis  city  in  1S7S. 

He  at  once  l)ecame  an  ajiprenticc  in  a  drng 
stoi'e  with  II.  ilcyerdahl  on  Tiiird  strei't. 
with  whom  he  remained  as  a  clerk  for  one 
and  one-half  years.  i!i'  then  t<iok  charofe  of 
a  drug  store  in  llhiir.  and  two  and  one-half 
years  later  he  entered  tlir  I 'biladclphia  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  which  he  attemleil  two 
sessions,  succetding  which  he  reniainecj  in 
that  city  as  assistant  (•liemi.--t  in  the  franklin 
Sugar  Refinery;  at  the  encl  of  that  time  he 
retiirneil  to  I^a  Ciosse  and  established  himself 
in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  city  where,  in 
ISSC,  lie  opened    a  .-mall    <lnig   ,-ti.re  at  1115 


Caledonia  street,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Oscar  Houck  &  (!o.,  liis  brother  being  a  silent 
partner,  until  ISS'J,  when  Oscar  juircdiased 
the  entire  stock  and  a  year  and  a  half  later 
moved  into  his  present  establishment.  Mr. 
Houck  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  tlie  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  18sn  he  was  married  to  Miss  M.  Pi. 
Piper,  daughter  of  Thompson  V.  and  Julia 
E.  Piper  of  IJedford,  Pennsylvania.  She 
graduated  from  the  Woman's  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  class  of  1SS7,  and  has 
since  been  one  of  the  leading  medical  f)racti- 
tioners  of  North  La  Crosse. 


y^APTAIN  G(  )TTFRIEL)  LANGSTADT, 

iflyj,  commercial  traveler  in  clothing  and  a 
W''-  prominent  citizen  of  La  Crosse.  Wiscon- 
sin, was  born  in  Nehiem.  Westphalia, 
Prussia,  October  IS,  1S35.  He  is  the  lifth 
in  order  of  birth  of  nine  childi-en  born  to 
Nathan  and  Henrietta  (C-rotschalk)  Lang- 
stadt,  lioth  natives  of  Prussia,  in  which 
country  they  passed  their  entire  days,  the 
father  dying  in  1856  at  the  age  of  tifty-sLv, 
and  the  mother  in  1880  at  the  age  of  eicrhty- 
^even.  Of  their  large  family,  eight  children 
are  yet  living,  ami  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  are  in  this  eoiinti-y. 

Captain  Langstadt  secured  a  common- 
school  eilucation  in  his  native  country  and  at 
an  early  age  learned  the  trade  of  harness- 
maker  and  upholstert'r.  'i'his  he  followed 
ill  Pi'iissia.  .-ind  in  ISill  he  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, landing  in  Paltimore,  Marylar.d,  in  July 
of  that  year.  He  remained  in  that  city  just 
twenty-four  hours,  then  went  to  Milwaukee, 
thence  to  West  Pend  of  this  State,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  harness- m.akers  business  until 
October  15,  ISIJI,  when  he  came  to  La 
Cros>e.      Here  he  followed  the  same  business 
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for  Ptifiier  until  November  of  that  year,  when 
he  enlisted  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country, 
in  Company  H,  Second  AViscon.sin  Cavalry, 
and  remained  in  the  same  until  cessation  of 
hostilities.  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
promoted  through  the  different  grades  until 
he  held  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  took  part 
in  the  western  campaign,  was  with  General 
Grant  at  Vicksburg.  and  General  Sherman 
in  his  march  to  Meridian,  Mississippi,  and 
has  often  conversed  with  those  generals.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Champion  Hill, 
Cotton  Plain,  Vickslnirg  and  the  capture  of 
Arkansas  Post.  He  went  with  Sherman  to 
Meridian,  an  then  his  regiment  was  sent  to 
Texas.  He  was  slightly  wounded  once,  was 
never  taken  prisoner  although  he  had  many 
hair-breadth  escapes,  and  discharged  liis 
duties  faithfully  as  a  brave  and  patriotic 
soldier,  as  is  evinced  by  his  frequent  promo- 
tions. He  draws  a  pension  and  richly 
deserves  it. 

Returning  from  the  war  he  clerked  for 
eight  or  nine  years  for  a  firm  in  Buffalo,  and 
was  then  on  the  road  for  eight  years.  After 
this  he  changed  to  another  firm  in  Buffalo, 
worked  for  them  tour  years,  and  then  was  on 
the  road  selling  clothing  for  C.  Siimmcrlield, 
of  Chicago.  He  has  been  with  this  firm 
for  about  three  years,  has  been  unusually 
successful,  and   his   services   are  appreciated. 

Mr.  Langstadt  was  married  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1866,  to  Miss  Lena  Coleman  of 
Vicksburg,  whose  acquaintance  he  had 
formed  while  in  tlie  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
They  were  married  iu  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
are  now  the  parents  of  three  bright  boys: 
Nathan,  Albert  and  Otto.  Nathan  manages 
the  store  for  Morris  &  Co.,  clothing  mer- 
chants of  La  Crosse,  and  Albert  and  Otto 
are  electricians  in  Appleton,  Wisconsin.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Langstadt  hold  membership  in  the 
Jewish  Church.      Mr.  Lan"'stadt  is  a  member 


of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  he  is  inde- 
pendent. He  has  been  very  successful  in 
business,  and  with  his  established  haliits  of 
industry,  good  management  and  economy,  is 
well  calculated  to  succeed  in  any  business  in 
which  he  may  engage.  He  has  ever  been 
honest  and  upright,  and  as  a  patriotic  busi- 
ness man  he  holds  the  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  is  known.  He  has  been 
a  hard  worker,  has  struggled  against  the 
many  dithculties  which  beset  his  way,  and 
by  diligent  application  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  competence.  IHs  nicely  located 
iionse  gives  evidence  of  the  comfurt  that  will 
attend  his  declining  years. 


EORGE  D.  WRIGHT,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin, is  engaged  in  dealing  in  tlour, 
all  kinds  of  feed,  farm  machinery  and  car- 
riages, and  is  conducting  an  extensive  busi- 
ness at  221  Pearl  Street.  He  was  born  at 
Milton,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  November 
28,  1848,  to  George  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Gar- 
rison) Wright,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  York  State,  the  father  being  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  His  uncle,  William  Anson 
Wright,  was  Adjutant  General  for  the  State  ot 
New  York  for  a  number  of  years,  (/ieorge 
Anson  Wright,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  took  part  in  the 
war  of  1812,  as  did  also  the  maternal  grand 
father.  Ezra  Garrison,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
apensioneruntil  hisdeath.  George  A.  Wright, 
the  father  of  George  D.,  came  to  Wisconsin 
in  1845  and  settled  near  Milton,  where  he 
farmed.  In  1850  he  moved  to  Cottage  Grove 
in  Dane  county  where,  in  addition  to  man- 
aging a  farm,  he  conducted  a  lititel.  Later 
he  removed  to  Madison,  where  he  lived 
a    retired    life    which    terminated    in     1876 
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at  the  acre  of  titty-nine  years.  He  was 
well  known  and  lii.irli'y  rt-'tf|iecte<l  tor  liis 
many  vnrtliv  (qualities.  His  wilt'  died  in 
iSut).  a  devout  nienilier  of  the  r.a|itist 
Church.  Georire  D.  AVri^dit  is  tlie  third  nf 
nine  cliildreti.  and  befure  the  aj^e  otiiftL-en  he 
left  home  and  tlic  seliool  he  was  attending  to 
enlist  in  Company  R,  First  Wisconsin  Cav- 
ah'y,  and  his  first  l.attK'  was  fouuiit  at  Hop 
kinsville.  Kentucky,  lie  was  also  at  Selina, 
.\hihama.  '\V<'St  I'oint,  (ieoroi;i,  finisliino  up 
with  tlie  capture  of  Jett'erson  Davis,  receiv- 
inoa  part  of  the  rev>-aril  otrereii  for  hisap])re- 
hension.  (ieneral  \Vil^on  ordered  eighty 
men  from  tlie  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  at 
Macon,  Georgia,  to  strike  the  trail  of  the 
rebel  fugitives  who  were  presumably  on 
their  way  to  St.  Mark's,  Florida,  and  struck 
the  trail  at  (ireen  lliver,  Geoigia,  at  the  end 
of  twelve  days.  On  the  morning  of  May 
10,  1^05,  notwith^tallding  the  disguises  to 
which  Mr.  Davis  resorted — a  woman's  circu- 
lar cloak  and  shawl — he  aroused  suspicion  by 
unluckily  forgetting  to  remove  his  spurs 
whicli  protrudeil  from  under  the  waterju-oof, 
and  was  accordingly  captui-cil.  A  >hort  time 
jirevious  to  the  capture  Mr.  AVright  liea'-d 
Mi-s.  Da\is  say  to  her  hu,~band,  ••Don't  irri- 
tate the  Yankees,  President;"  to  which  he 
replied:  ••[  might  ;is  well  surrender  here  and 
meet  my  fate  now  as  at  any  time."  Post- 
master-General Reagan  and  (ieiU'ral  Cobb 
were  captured  at  the  same  time.  Thev  were 
placed  in  a  wagon  under  strong  guard  and 
taken  to  Macon.  (TCorgia,  the  trip  occujiving 
two  days,  and  from  there  were  sent  to  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  Wriglit,  with  his  i-i'gimeut, 
was  then  ordered  to  .\a>hville.  where  he  was 
mustered  out  of  ser\  ice.  All  of  this  nccurre(l 
j)rior  to  ^Ir.  AVright's  .-even'eenth  birthday. 
He  stood  the  hardships  and  weary  marches 
t)f   the  ser\ice  ijuite  w(dl    and    was   wouii<led 


only  once — a  tlesh  wound  which    lu'   received 
at  Selma. 

I'pou  his  return  home  he  began  the  study 
of  arcdiitecture  at  Madi-on,  which  he  coui- 
])leled  at  the  end  ot  three  years.  In  1SG9  he 
went  to  ClarksviUe.  Iowa,  where  he  taught 
school  one  term,  then  engaged  in  contracting 
and  l)uilding.  In  1870  he  moved  to  New 
Pichniond,  St.  Croix  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
fiilloweil  teaching,  contracting  and  building 
until  his  marriage,  October  I'.l,  ISSI,  to  Miss 
Kose  F.  Hughs,  daughter  of  .lohn  Hughs,  of 
AN'aukeslui.  Wisconsin.  Their  home  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Frank  W..  Cora  E.  and  Olive  M.  Mr. 
Wright  is  Adjutant  of  Wilson  Colwell  Post  of 
the  (.;.  .\.  It.  of  La  Crosse.  As  a  business 
man  he  ha.--  shown  sound  judgment,  and  his 
atfairs  are  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Flis  establishment  is  tirst-class  of  its  kind, 
his  patronage  is  deservedly  large,  and  he  is 
one  who  would  add  prestige  to  any  com- 
munity. 


fk  AWIIEXCE  COIIDFLL,  manufacturer 
'mi  '""-'  wholesale  dealer  in  rubber  stamps, 
"^!^  stencils,  etc.  His  business  is  one  of 
those  trades  which,  more  perha])s  tliai>  any 
other,  tinds  its  patrons  in  all  branches  of  em- 
ployment, i-.-nl  is  a  ne«essary  compleinjut  of 
them  all.  Mr.  Cordell  was  born  in  Hamilton 
county,  Indiana.  May  81.  iSoU,  to  Andrew 
aiul  Uivka  ('ordell.  who  were  boi'ii  in  Sweden. 
They  removed  from  their  natix'e  land  to  To- 
ledo. Ohio,  then  to  Indiana,  where  the  father 
hdlowed  his  trailo  of  carpenter  and  builder 
from  1S5:5  until  his  death  at  1  o'clock  on  the 
ni(U-ning  of  New  Year's  day,  1S71.  Hi-  age 
was  tifty-tive  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  nf  which  his  wife,  who 
survive-   him   at  the  age  of  >ixty-nine  years, 
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alsu  belongs.  Siie  resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota, witli  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gottsclianinier, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Gottschainnier,  a  boot 
and  shoe  merchant.  To  Andrew  Cordell  and 
his  wife  the  following  children  were  born: 
Amanda,  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Cook,  a  farmer 
of  Tipton  county,  Indiana,  bj  whom  she  has 
three  children;  Edward,  with  C.  Gotziaii  & 
Co.;  Lawrence;  and  Julia,  now  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Gottschamuier.  Four  children  died  in  early 
childhood. 

Lawrence  Cordell  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Indiana  and  his  first  work  for 
himself  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store  in 
Red  Wing,  Minnesota.  After  remaining; 
there  five  years  and  two  years  in  Minto,  Da- 
kota, two  in  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin,  and 
five  years  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  he,  in 
1888,  started  in  the  business  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged.  They  have  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a  connection  of  much  injportance, 
which  is  increasing  day  by  day.  In  addition 
to  manufacturing  rubl)er  stam[)S,  stencils, 
fishing-rods,  models,  novelties,  etc.,  they  are 
the  agents  for  the  Union  bicycle,  and  make 
a  specialty  of  repairing  bicycles. 

He  was  married  February  22,  1882,  to 
Miss  Carrie  Lowater  of  Red  Wing,  Minne- 
sota, in  which  place  she  was  a  snccessful 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  for  one  year. 
She  has  borne  Mr.  Cordell  one  child:  Ava. 
Mrs.  Cordell's  father  was  E.  P.  Lowater,  who 
died  in  1888,  the  maiden  name  of  her  mother 
bei  ig  Jennie  Mclntire,  who  resides  in  Red 
Wii^g,  Minnesota,  and  is  sixty-three  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Lowater  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
city.  He  was  a  native  of  Canada  and  his 
wife  of  New  Hampshire.  Mrs.  Cordell  was 
educated  in  Red  Wing  and  Tilden  Seminary 
of   New   Hainjishire.     Mr.  Cordell  is  Chief 


Ranger  in  the  secret  order  of  I'oresters,  but 
is  not  active  politically,  voting  for  the  man 
he  considers  best  fitted  for  the  office. 


''(»~i-'i 


fUDGE  HENRY  M.  SAFFORD,  de- 
ceased.— Among  the  professional  men 
of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  who  have 
passed  away,  none  were  more  favorably 
known,  perhaps,  than  Judge  Saffoi-d.  He 
was  born  at  Cambridge,  Vermont,  Alay  14, 
1826,  to  Oel  and  Louisa  (Parker)  Safford, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  merchant 
by  occupation,  and  in  disposition  was  quiet 
and  unobtrusive,  though  an  honoi'able  and 
far-seeing  business  man.  He  commanded 
the  respect  and  good  will  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances,  and  was  much  beloved  and 
revered  by  his  own  family.  He  was  born 
October  14,  1794,  and  died  April  28,  1861. 
Emerson  O.  and  the  Judge  were  their  only 
children.  The  former  was  born  in  1824,  and 
died  February  18,  1889. 

Judse  Safford  came  West  in  1870,  havincr 
received  a  good  education  in  Cambridge  and 
Johnston,  completing  a  thorough  academic 
education.  He  read  law  under  Salmon 
Wires,  of  Johnston,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1844.  He  at  once  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Hyde  Park,  and  later  at 
Kichford,  Vermont,  and  at  the  latter  place 
he  was  Customhouse  Officer  for  several 
years,  but  conducted  his  law  practice  at  the 
same  time.  He  came  to  La  Cnisse  in  1870 
and  opened  an  office,  having  for  his  partner 
J.  A.  Kellogg.  He  was  thoroughly  versed 
in  the  details  of  his  profession,  ;uid  his 
papers  were  made  out  with  such  precision, 
correctness    and     alisolute    adherence    to    the 
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technicalities  of  tlie  law,  that  the  shrewdest 
lawyers  could  pick  no  llaw  in  them.  lie 
practiced  law  in  La  Crosse  until  his  death, 
and  leathered  about  him  a  large  clientage. 
He  was  ajipointed  District  Attorney  to  till  a 
vacancy,  ami  was  afterwards  electeil  to  the 
office,  his  ability  being  thus  recognized.  He 
also  tilled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  was  appointed 
Police  Justice  also  to  till  a  vacancy,  being 
elected  to  tliis  position  for  a  term  of  three 
years  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term.  He 
gave  the  best  of  satisfaction  in  every  position 
he  filled,  and  everybody  knew  him  as  a  man 
of  warm  heai-t  and  strict  integrity.  His 
nature  was  so  synijiathetic  that  suffering 
humanity  was  the  liberal  sharer  of  his 
bounty,  and  people  in  all  walks  of  life  were 
proud  to  be  called  his  friends.  He  cai'riei 
sunshine  and  good  cheer  where\er  he  went, 
ami  lie  i)ossessed  the  kindliest  sentiments 
and  the  broadest  charity.  He  was  alisolutely 
incoi-ru]itiblc  in  his  public  life,  and  was 
always  guided  by  an  enlighteiie(l  conscience, 
and  was  likewi.-e  true  and  faitliful  in  his 
friendshijis.  He  was  not  much  of  a  politi- 
cian, but  he  actcil  with  tiie  Democratic 
party.  His  death,  which  occurred  Feliruary 
17,  1891,  was  deeply  lamented  by  all.  His 
funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Uev. 
(jheney,  who  j)aid  an  eloquent  and  glowing 
tribute  to  his  matiy  \irtnes. 

Judge  Salford  was  married  ,1  an  nary  18, 
1849,  to  Miss  Caroline  K.  Wadswortli.  liaugh- 
ter  of  David  and  Caroline  (  Metcalf)  Wads- 
worth,  of  Cambridgi',  Vermont,  both  of 
wiioni  have  been  dead  for  many  years,  the 
mother's  death  occurring  three  months  after 
the  father's.  I'hey  were  each  aged  seventy- 
three  years,  and  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding the  year  before  their  dcitli. 


"  Fifty  years  together,  husband  and  wife; 
Fifty  years  together,  in  the  path  of  life; 
Fifty  years  together,  stemming  the  tide; 
Fifty  years  togetlier,  happy  groom  and  hride. 
Fifty  years  together,  each  faithful  and  true; 
Fit'ly  years  together,  there  they  vow  anew; 
Filty  years  together,  and  the  rest  of  the  way 
Ever  proved  to  them  a  bright,  golden  day." 

The  home  of  Judge  Safford  was  blessed  in 
the  birth  of  four  children:  Caroline  Louisa, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years:  Henry 
Eugene,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  Eldora  L.,  an  intelligent  young  lady, 
who  is  at  hotiie;  and  George  W.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years. 


-%^m^. 


JOHN  L.VNGDOX,  deceased,  formerly  of 
Jm  the  tirm  of  Langdon  ct  Goodlaixl,  pork- 
packers,  was  born  in  Exeter,  Devonshire, 
England,  January  8,  1830,  a  son  of  John 
Langdon,  Sr.  He  came  to  tlie  United  States 
in  1854,  and  until  1860  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Milwaukee;  then  came  to  La  Crosse 
and  engaged  in  pork-packing,  which  business 
occupied  his  attetition  while  he  li\ed.  The 
tirtn  name  was  first  Langdon  &  Goodlaml  (a 
sketch  of  Mr.  Goodland  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume),  but  in  1872  it  was  changed  to 
Langdon,  (Toodland  &  Co.,  and  continued 
such  until  1N79,  when  Mr.  Langdon  con- 
ducted business  alone.  Since  his  death, 
which  oci-urred  .Luiuary  8,  on  his  fifty- 
seventh  birthday,  the  firm  name  has  been 
Langdot)  it  I'oyd,  Mrs.  Langdon  retaining 
her  husband's  interest. 

Mr.  Langdon  was  married  in  1850,  at  St. 
ALary  Archer's  Church,  Exeter,  England,  to 
Miss  Susan  Sparks,  who  died  March  5,  1863, 
lea.iniT  him  with  two  children  to  care  for: 
Florence  Elizabeth  and  Amy  Kate.  His 
second  marriage  was  in  Milw.aukce,  to  Mrs. 
Anna    iinyd,    widow    of    .Vndrew     l'>oyil   and 
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daughter  of  Frank  Will?.  She  hccaine  the 
mother  of  three  children  by  her  tir?t  husliaiid: 
Joseph,  Andrew  and  Isabel,  and  l)ore  Mr. 
Langdon  two  children:  John  Edwin  and 
Maria  AVills. 

John  Langdon  was  a  man  of  fine  business 
qualifications,  was  well  known  in  the  com- 
mercial circles  of  La  Crosse  county  and  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  honored  with  the  office  of  Alderman 
of  the  city  for  one  term,  but  ha<l  little  taste 
for  official  life,  although  his  duties  were  per- 
formed with  accuracy  and  ability.  He  was 
personally  one  of  the  most  popular  of  men 
and  he  was  respected  and  esteemed  b}'  all 
who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  enter  the  wide 
circle  of  his  friendship.  He  lived  a  blame- 
less life  and  his  death  was  universally  re- 
gretted. 

7^E0RGE  MrMILLAN.  secretary  and 
'(vW  treasurer,  general  manager  and  super- 
W-  intendent  of  the  La  Crosse  Gas  Light 
Company,  was  originally  from  Canada,  his 
birth  occurring  July  25,  1844.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Isabella  (Southerland)  McMillan, 
were  natives  also  of  Canada  and  the  father's 
business  was  lumbering  and  farming.  The 
latter  came  to  the  States  in  1867,  and  here 
his  death  occurred  on  April  8,  1808,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-one  years.  Mrs.  McMillan  is 
still  living;  is  sixty-eight  years  of  age  and 
enjoys  good  health.  They  reared  twelve  cliil- 
dren,  of  whom  George  McMillan  is  the  eldest. 
The  latter  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Canada,  and,  like  many  other 
young  aien  who  afterward  became  prominent 
in  business  circles,  he  commenced  teaching 
school  in  his  native  country.  Not  liking 
this  business  he  followed  farming  for  a  year 
and   then  embarked  in  iiis   present   busin('ss. 


He  spent  part  of  a  year  in  the  surveyors' 
otfice  of  H.  L  Lliss  previous  to  this,  and  then, 
in  August,  1870,  engaged  with  the  La  Crosse 
Gas  Light  Company,  as  before  mentioned. 
He  has  since  been  with  the  same  comjiany 
and  has  met  with  a  success  simply  commen- 
surate with  tile  abilities  he  has  displayed 
and  the  high  principles  and  moral  business 
methods  which  formed  the  corner-stone  of  his 
earlier  career.  The  company  conduct  one  of 
the  leading  industries  of  the  city  and  its  in- 
dividual members  are  men  of  enterjirise  and 
means.  It  was  organized  March  19,  1863, 
and  its  capital  stock  is  now  §150,000.  Eight 
men  are  employed  all  the  time  and  sometimes 
many  more.  The  president  is  Mr.  James 
Vincent,  and  Mr.  McMillan  fills  all  the  other 
oflices.  He  also  fills  the  same  positions  in 
the  La  Crosse  Brush  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Company  that  furnishes  the  arc  lights 
over  the  city.  The  capital  stock  of  this  is 
$80,000.  Hon.  J.  J.  Hogan  is  vice-president. 
Mr.  McMillan  was  married  June  21,  1871, 
to  Miss  Nettie  Hofstetter.  daughter  of  Dr. 
J.  J.  Hofstetter  of  Lyons,  Lnva,  and  sister  of 
Dr.  George  Hofstetter,  a  practicing  physician 
of  Lyons,  Iowa;  Leo  Hofstetter,  a  farmer  at 
Green  Island,  near  Iowa,  and  Bruno  Hofstet- 
ter, who  died  at  the  age  ot  twenty-three. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMillan  were  born  three 
children:  Mary  S.,  Daniel  G.  and  Nettie. 
All  the  family  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  McMillan 
has  been  elder  and  trustee  for  about  twenty 
years.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  45;  is 
a  meml)er  of  the  chapter  and  commandery, 
and  is  Worthy  Master  in  the  blue  lodge. 
He  has  been,  since  its  organization  in  P'ebru- 
ary,  1884,  president  of  tlie  Provident  Loan 
and  Building  Association.  Although  not 
much  of  a  politician  he  advocates  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party.      He  is  a  prom- 
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iiient  factor  in  La  Crosse  ciitcrjirises  and 
encourages  l»y  liis  inllueiicu  and  tinancial 
support  any  undertaking  for  tlie  upbuilding 
of  the  best  interests  of  tlio  community.  He 
is  recognized  as  a  man  of  worth  and  strict 
integrity. 


fOSEPII  A.  GOODLAND,  a  prominent 
and  influential  business  man  and  vice- 
president  of  the  La  (Jrosse  Packing  & 
Provision  Company,  was  born  in  England, 
November  20,  1838.  His  parents,  William 
and  Abigail  (Siiarmaii)  Goodland,  were  also 
natives  of  England  and  there  passed  their 
entire  lives,  he  dying  in  1809,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two,  and  she  in  ISS'J  at  the  age  of 
eiirlity-four.  The  father  was  a  coal  merchant, 
handling  coal,  salt,  drain-pipes,  tiles,  etc.  He 
ami  wife  were  meml)ers  of  the  established 
Church  of  England  and  he  was  warden  for  many 
years.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  union 
four  are  still  living,  one  besides  our  subject  re- 
siding in  Appleton,  Outagamie  county,  one  is 
in  New  Zealand,  and  the  other  in  England. 
Joseph  A.  Goodland  caine  to  Milwaukee  in 
l^.'iS  from  his  native  country,  and  followed 
the  business  of  jHirk-jiacking  in  that  city. 
This  he  continu(!d  tiiere  until  1866,  when  he 
came  to  La  Crosse  and  followed  the  same  busi- 
ness until  1S89,  when  he  engaged  with  the 
La  Crosse  Packing  &  Provision  Company. 
Tills  is  one  of  the  prominent  ami  impoi'tant 
industries  of  the  city,  and  the  successor  of  the 
La  Crosse  Abattoir.  Iteniploys  a  great  many 
hands  and  distributes  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  the  o])erati\es.  It  also  gives  a 
liome  market  to  the  farmei-s  for  tlieir  stock, 
thus  rendering  a  mutiiid  service. 

Mr.  (Toodland  selected  as  his  companion  in 
life  Miss  Afar}'  Heal,  liaugliter  of  (ieorge  and 
Mary  Heal.  an<l  tiie  nuptials  were   eeleliratcMJ 


on  the  ll'th  of  September,  1805.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heal  were  natives  of  England.  The  for- 
mer died  in  1S80,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  The  latter  died  in  England.  They  were 
the  parents  of  si.\  children,  all  daughters,  and 
only  one  (^Mrs.  Frank  Harrison),  besides  Mrs. 
Goodland,  now  in  this  country.  Mrs.  Har- 
rison and  her  husband  reside  in  Milwaukee. 
Mr.  Goodland's  home  has  been  cheered  l)y 
the  birth  of  four  children:  James  (deceased); 
Anna,  still  in  the  home  circle;  Emma  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  and  a  half  years;  and 
William  Sharmau  <lied  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodland  are  worthy 
and  exemplary  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Goodland  takes  little  interest  in 
politics  but  generally  votes  for  the  man 
instead  of  the  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  man  of  unques- 
tioned business  qnalihcations,  and  in  his 
intercourse  with  others  lie  is  admired  and  re- 
spected for  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  strict 
integrity. 

|mXI)REW  BOYD  is  a  member  of  tiie 
ijWk  widely-known  firm  of  Langdon  tV:  Poyd, 
"^^  jiork-packers  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and 
from  his  early  youth  has  been  familiar  with 
the  business.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  in  18s7,  which  is  one  of  the  most  reli- 
able iviid  res])onsible  houses  devoted  to  this 
branch  of  commerce  in  the  state.  The  com- 
pany's packing  houses  are  very  complete  and 
the  supervision  is  so  perfect  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  a  diseased  or  inferior  animal  to  be 
entereil  fur  consumption.  The  tirm  handles 
only  tirst-che^s  stock  and  deals  extensively  in 
di'essed  hogs,  mess  ]MU'k,  hams,  bacon,  lard, 
etc.  They  do  an  extensive  business  in  the 
surrounding  cities  ami  States,  and  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  hands  are  ke])t  constantly em|)loyed. 
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Their  principal  place  of  business  is  located  at 
116  North  Third  street,  and  their  warehouse 
and  cold  storage  is  on  Sixteenth  and  La  Crosse 
streets.  Mr.  Boyd  is  highly  esteemed  in  finan- 
cial and  commercia]  circles  tor  his  sound  busi- 
ness principles  and  sterling  integrity,  while 
his  brands  of  provisions  have  become  famous 
wherever  they  have  been  used,  lie  is  a 
young  man  of  decided  intelligence,  is  pos- 
sessed of  business  qualiticatii.ins  of  a  high  or- 
der, and  without  doubt  has  a  bright  future 
before  him 

He  was  born  in  Milwaukee  in  1864,  to 
Andrew  and  Anna  Boyd,  the  latter  being 
now  the  widow  of  John  Langdon.  She  and 
Mr.  Boyd  were  born  in  Scotland;  the  latter 
was  a  sailor  by  occupation.  He  was  thrown 
from  the  bowsprit  of  his  vessel,  in  a  storm 
on  lake  Erie,  and  was  drowned.  His  body 
was  never  recovered.  The  mother  came  to 
America  in  an  early  day  and  in  this  country 
was  married.  Her  eldest  son,  Joseph  Boyd, 
died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  twenty- four  years. 
The  daughter  Isabel  is  book-keeper  for  the  firm 
of  Langdon  &  Boyd.  Andrew  Boyd  was  edu- 
cated in  La  Crosse,  and  in  his  early  manhood 
studied  law  under  the  tutelage  of  Judge  H. 
M.  Safibrd  of  this  city,  but  has  never  prac- 
ticed that  noble  jirofession,  as  his  time  has 
been  profitably  occupied  otherwise.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  has  always  supjiorted 
the  men  and  measures  of  that  party,  but  has 
never  interested  himself  particularly  jn  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


Jfj^ipiLLIAM  VAN  ZANDT,  a  retired 
vi'm^'fl  farmer  of  Hamilton  township,  La 
l*=^Jj^  Crosse  county,  now  residing  at  West 
Salem,  was  born  in  Columbia  county  Penn- 
sylvania, Septeml)er  29,  182('),  and  is  a  son  of 


David  and  Nancy  (Perry)  Yau  Zmdt.  The 
fatlier's  ancestors  were  from  Holland,  and 
the  mother  was  of  Welsh  extraction.  They 
removed  to  Lake  county,  ()hio,  ;ind  lived 
there  ten  years,  coming  at  the  cml  of  that 
time  to  Walworth  county,  Wi.-consin.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  this  calling 
in  "Walworth  county  for  thirty  years;  he 
then  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  death 
occurred  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years; 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  nine  years.  Our  subject  is  one  oi  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  devoting 
the  winter  season  to  this  profession,  and 
during  the  summer  assisting  his  father  on 
the  farm.  For  five  winters  he  taught  in 
eastern  Wisconsin,  and  then  came  to  La 
Crosse  county,  where  he  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  teaclier  outside  of  the  city 
of  La  Crosse.  He  gained  an  enviable  repu- 
tation in  this  calling,  but  finally  abandoned 
it  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  agri- 
culture. For  thirty-six  years  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  tanning  com- 
munity of  Hamilton  and  Burns  townsliii>.s, 
and  did  his  share  in  developing  the  resources 
of  his  county.  At  one  time  he  embarked  in 
the  mercai|tile  trade,  and  was  proprietor  of  a 
hardware  store  for  a  period  of  three  years; 
at  the  end  of  this  tinje,  however,  he  disposed 
of  his  interest. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  public  movements  in  his 
township,  and  in  politics  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican. He  has  been  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Burns  township  for  six  years,  and 
has  held  the  same  office  on  the  board  of 
Hamilton  township  for  seven  3'ears.  In 
1870  he  was  appointed  to  take  the  census, 
and  under  the  administrations  of  Grant  he 
was  Postmaster  for  a  number  of  years.      He 
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has  been  ])resident  of  the  Count}'  Agri- 
cultural Society  for  three  or  four  3'ears.  and 
for  line  year  tilled  the  ottice  of  secretaiy. 
He  lias  always  been  a  liberal  supporter  of 
Worthy  |)nl)lic  enterprises,  and  takes  a  lead- 
ing rank  among  the  progressive  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  has  always  been  chairman 
of  the  Cour:tj  Itoanl,  and  was  instrumental 
in  luiving  the  Insane  Hospital  locateii  at 
West  Salem. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1851,  to 
^Hss  Lucretia  Jewett,  a  daughter  of  Marcus 
L.  Jewett,  of  McHenry  county,  Illinois. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Will- 
iam I.  and  Edith  E.  The  son  married  Miss 
Jidia  Giltillan,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in 
Monroe  count}*,  Wisconsin;  their  children 
are  Lucretia  and  Lynn;  Edith  E.  resides  at 
borne. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  ha\ing  joined  that  fraternity 
nearly  thirty  years  ago. 

Marcus  L.  Jewett  removed  from  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  to  Ueedsburg,  AVisconsin, 
and  later  to  IJurns,  La  ("rosje  county,  where 
lie  died  in  September,  1875,  at  the  age  of 
si.\ty-nine  years.  His  wife  is  still  living,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  three  years. 


fllRlSTIAN  KOKN  1(4.  Uegistrariu  Pro- 
bate tortile  cinuity  of  LaCros^-.  Wis 
cousin,  Notary  rubli(\  lanil  and  general 
insurance  agent,  was  boi-n  in  Cologne  on  the 
Rhine  in  G(U'many.  October  2.  18;J0.  to  l^am- 
bert  and  Isabel  (liubsteck)  Koenig,  the  for- 
nu'P  of  whom  was  a  hotel  proprietor.  He 
was  a  soldier  under  Napoleon  I,  in  18()5-'0(), 
and  died  in  18l8,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  his  wife  dying  at  the  same  ai_'e  but  in 
1H(>7.  They  were  mi-mliei-s  of  the  ('atbolic 
Chnrch    and    reai'ed    a    t'amilv  of  tit'teen  chih 


dreii,  of  whom  Christian,  two  brothers  and 
(Uie  sister  came  t(j  America,  the  eldest,  Joseph, 
an-iving  in  1849  and  is  now  residing  in 
llooneville,  Missouri.  William  and  his 
sister,  Antoinette,  and  ('hristian  came  in 
1851,  and  almost  immediately  took  up  a 
temporary  location  in  Milwaukee.  The  same 
year  they  went  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and 
in  July,  1855,  became  residi'iits  of  i>a  Crosse, 
in  which  city  they  have  since  made  their 
home. 

Christian  followed  ditferent  occupations 
until  the  spring  of  1858,  when  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  which  position 
he  held  four  years,  and  at  the  same  time 
worked  as  Clerk  of  the  LTnited  States  Land 
Ottice.  but  upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  the  Presidency,  he  was  deprived  of  this 
jiosition.  His  employer  was  Charles  S.  Ben- 
ton, Registrar  of  the  United  States  Land 
Ottice,  in  every  way  a  worthy  man.  In  1861 
Mr.  Koenig  was  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds 
of  La  Crosse  county,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  business  he  continued  with  fair  success 
until  1809.  He  was  then  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
county,  and  this  position  tilled  for  si.\  years 
in  succession,  altliougii  the  county  had  a 
Republican  majority.  Since  that  time  he 
has  been  Deputy  Registrar  of  Deeds,  and  in 
1883  he  was  appointed  Registrar  in  Probate, 
the  duties  of  which  otlice  he  stiU  ably  dis- 
charges. The  esteem  in  which  he  is  hehl  by 
tilt?  citizens  ol'  the  county  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated  by  his  continuons  election  to 
otlice.  and  he  has  always  discharged  the  duties 
incumbent  n]ion  the  positions  he  has  tilled 
with  tidelity,  care  and  ability. 

Miss  Eliza  i^orghart,  daughter  of  Peter 
iiorijhart  of  (-ologne,  (Termany,  became  his 
wife  October  f),  1S51,  previous  to  emigrating 
for    America.      Tliev     have    a    familv    of   si.x 
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children:  Joseph  B.  died  July  4,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  thirtj-nine  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Agnes  Weber,  by  whom  he  became 
the  fatherof  the  following  children:  Malinda; 
Frankie;  Charlotte,  the  second  chikl,  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  T.  Becker  of  La  Crosse; 
Sophia;  Josephine  is  working  in  a  mil- 
linery establishment,  and  still  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents;  Phcelie  is  the  the 
wife  of  E.  H.  Chandler,  resides  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota,  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Ralph;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Fred  KemTiitz 
of  Green  Bay,  has  one  child,  Le(ina;  and 
Charles  F.  is  a  student  in  the  Chicago  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy.  Mrs.  Koenig  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr.  Koenig 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which 
order  he  lias  passed  all  the  chairs,  also  that  of 
the  Germania  Society.  lie  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county,  who  is  well 
known  and  highly  respected.  Although  he 
has  passed  through  many  trials  his  career  has 
been  a  success,  and  his  early  hardships  only 
served  to  broaden  his  mind  and  enlarge  his 
views  on  all  matters  of  general  importance. 
He  is  well  informed  and  ripe  in  worldly  ex- 
perience. 


fT.  LORING  is  one  of  the  later  acces- 
sions to  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
®  consin,  and,  being  the  proprietor  of 
the  Star  Steam  Laundry,  he  has  one  of  the 
most  useful  establishments  of  the  city.  It 
is  located  at  No.  118  South  Fifth  street,  and 
as  first-class  work  is  turned  out  in  the  wash- 
ing and  renovating  of  daily  attire,  his  busi- 
ness is  constantly  increasing. 

Mr.  Loring  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada, 
December  16,  1867,  a  son  of  Nelson  T.  and 
Matilda  (Bauche)  Loring,  both  of  whom  are 
of    French    extraction.       They   are   honored 


residents  of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
where  the  father  follows  the  calling  of  a 
plumber  and  is  engaged  in  laying  heavy  pipes 
for  water,  gas,  etc.  In  Canada  he  kept  a 
large  and  well-appointed  livery  stable.  Of  a 
family  of  fifteen  children  born  to  them,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  North  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts, he  received  his  education,  graduat- 
ing in  1883,  thus  Ijecoming  well  fitted  to 
enter  upon  an  active  business  career.  From 
his  early  manhood  he  has  been  familiar  with 
laundry  work,  and  it  was  liut  natural  that 
when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  this 
should  be  his  chosen  field  of  operation. 
Altliongh  La  Crosse  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  the  enterprise  exhibited  by  her  younger 
class  of  citizens  in  the  different  walks  of  life, 
few  in  the  cit}'  combine  the  essentials  for 
success  in  a  higher  degree  than  Mr.  Loring. 
He  brings  to  bear  a  perfect  and  practical 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  branches,  and  from  his  previous 
experience  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
wants  of  the  |)ublic.  His,  in  age,  is  the 
second  laundry  in  the  city,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  second  in  the  extent  of  its  patronagi', 
aTid  those  wishing  first-class  work  will  further 
their  own  interests  by  patronizing  his  estab- 
lishment. Mr.  Loring  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  order  of  Foresters,  in 
which  he  is  Court  Deputy  Supreme  Chief 
Ranger  in  and  for  Gateway  Lodge  No.  963. 
He  takes  no  interest  in  politics  other  than 
voting  for  whom  he  considers  the  best  fitted 
for  office,  but  leans  a  little  toward  the  Re- 
publican party. 

July  11,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Esther  Robinson  of  JS'orth  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  parents,  William  and  Margaret 
Robinson,  were  born  in  England  but  came  to 
America  in  1874.  Mrs.  Loring  was  born  in 
Manchester,  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
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States  with  lier    parents,  lieiiif;  tlie  second  of 

their  nine  uliilfircn  aii<l   tlie   fniiv  one   of  tlie 
I* 

family  in  the  Wi'st.  Iler  father  is  a  ma- 
chinist, makin<;  a  specialty  of  locomotive 
huiklitio;.  and  has  tor  many  years  worked  for 
the  Khode  Island  Locomotive  Works.  One 
child  has  added  to  the  liaj)piness  of  Mr.  Lor- 
ing's  home,  Amy  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loritiij 
are  inembers  of  the  Baptist  Chiiroh  of  La 
Crossi'.  and  he  is  an  ushei-  in  the  sanu'.  Mr. 
Loring  arri\'ed  in  La  Ci'osse  with  a  capital  of 
81.60,  May  13,  1887,  with  which  he  .-tarted 
in  his  life  work. 

fE.  PHILLIPS,  station  agent  for  the 
Chicago  it  Northwestern  Railroad,  at 
.J-  ^  Onalaska,  Wisconsin,  has  had  charge 
of  the  company's  business  here  since  18S5.  He 
was  l)orn  at  Mt.  Pisgah,  Monroe  county,  Wis., 
April  22,  1861,  a  son  of  (Taines  and  Ruth 
(Maning)  i'hillijis.  The  father  was  a  black- 
smith by  occupation,  and  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Uai'aboo,  Wisconsin.  The 
grandfather,  Ross  I'hillips,  was  successful  in 
business  and  had  accumulated  a  considerable 
property,  but  lost  it.  He  tlien  moved  to 
Baraboo,  ami  followt'd  lodging  on  the  I5ara- 
boo  river.  (iaines  Phillips  teamed  from 
^Milwaukee  to  Baralioo  river  for  sevei'al  years, 
ami  then  worked  at  his  trade.  He  ri,'si<ii's  at 
I'".lrov.  Juneau  comity,  which  ha>  been  his 
home  for  moie  than  thirty  \car.~.  His  son, 
S.  E.,  passed  his  boyhoud  and  youth  in 
Juneau  countv.  received  his  education  at 
Union  Centre,  Wonewocaml  Maii.ston.  When 
lie  left  school  la-  liegan  his  career  as  telegraph 
operator  at  Winnebago,  Illinois;  he  held 
this  jKisition  f(jr  some  two  year~.  and  then 
went  to  Woodstock.  Illinois,  thence  to 
KiMidall.  Wisconsin,  and  later  at  .\ecedah 
Junction  on  the  branch  line,  where  he  worked 


for  eighteen  months;  then  followed  a  year 
spent  at  Winona,  Harvard,  in  the  train  dis- 
patcher's ollice  at  liaralioo.  an<i  at  other 
points  on  the  roaii.  In  July.  1^S•").  he  was 
stationed  at  Onalaska,  and  f.ir  a  time  his 
wandei-ings  ceased.  He  is  a  careful,  the  rough 
man  in  all  his  business  relations,  and  is 
Worthy  the  contidence  reposed  in  him  iiy  the 
com]iaiiv.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brother- 
hooil  (if  Telegraphers. 

Mr.  I'hillips  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Mauston,  Wisconsin,  .Vjiril  20,  1S81,  to  Miss 
Addie  Newkirk,  a  daiioliter  f)f  (-renrge  and 
Harriet  |  Hetherington)  Newkirk,  residents 
of  Mauston,  Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Phillips  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Juneau  county, 
Wisconsin.  One  child  has  been  born  to  uur 
subject  and  wife.  Hazel   Eleanor. 


VPTALX     FRANK    I.   PHELPS    was 


v^,  born  in  Tompkins  county.  New  York, 
July  4,  1844:,  a  son  of  Whitcomb 
Phelps,  a  native  of  Vermont.  The  paternal 
grandfiither,  Simlove  Phelps,  was  of  ^\'elsh 
origin ;  the  mother,  whose  maidi'U  name  was 
^lary  E.  McDeavitt,  was  the  daughter  of 
Irish  jiareiits.  ^Vhe^  ('a])tain  Phelps  was  a 
hul  his  parents  removed  to  Waiikegan,  Lake 
i'oiiiit\.  Illinois;  later  tliev  came  to  Onalaska, 
and  ill  these  places  he  i-eceiveil  his  education. 
When  the  late  civil  wai-  broke  out  between 
the  North  and  South,  although  a  youth,  he 
I'lilisteil  in  defense  ot'  his  count  I'V,  and  did 
\aliant  service,  .\pril  IS.  LSIH,  he  liecame 
a  member  of  the  Second  Wi^cniisin  \'olui:teer 
Infantrv,  Company  1!,  and  pai'ticipated  in 
many  active  engagements  during  the  follow- 
ing three  years;  he  was  in  the  lirst  battU'  of 
Pull  Run,  Rappahannock  Station,  Blackman's 
Eonl.  and  Oainesville.  August  2S,  1802,  he 
was  se\er(dv  wounded    in    the    left    arm    liv   a 
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rniiiie  ball,  and  wa8  taken  to  Donorlas  Hos- 
pital, Washington,  Di?trict  of  Columbia. 
Some  time  later  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  April  20,  1SC4.  lie  returned  to 
his  home,  and  soon  was  busily  engaged  in 
recruiting  a  coinpan\'  for  the  Fortieth  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry.  lie  was  elected 
('aptain  of  Coin])any  (i,  and  the  regiment 
was  stationed  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  at 
other  points  in  the  South.  He  was  honor- 
al)!y  discharged  a  second  time,  Sopteinljer  25, 
1864,  and  returned  to  Onalaska. 

When  the  war  was  ended  and  peace  de- 
clared, the  pursuits  of  commerce  and  agri- 
culture again  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
country.  Captain  Phelps  secured  a  situation 
with  one  of  the  large  lumber  conipanie.-,  and 
afterward  was  appointed  station  agent  of  the 
]S'orthwestern  Railroad  at  Onalaska,  a  position 
he  tilled  for  si.K  years.  He  was  then  in  the 
employ  of  the  East  Fork  Improvement 
Company  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
During  the  administration  of  President 
Cleveland  he  was  appointed  Collector  of 
Customs  for  the  port  of  La  Crosse;  this 
appointment  was  made  in  1884,  and 
Captain  Phelps  served  two  years,  resigning 
his  otHce  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He  has 
represented  the  people  of  his  township  in  the 
otRce  of  Clerk,  and  he  has  also  been  City  Clerk 
for  two  years;  he  has  been  trustee  of  the 
village,  and  in  these  various  capacities  he  has 
conducteil  the  affairs  with  excellent  ability 
and  good  judgment.  He  is  a  njember  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  the  order 
at  North  La  Crosse  in  1876;  he  now  belongs 
to  Onalaska  Lodge,  No.  214,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  a  charter  mendier.  He  belono-s 
to  Union  Veteran  Legion  Encampment,  No. 
82.  Captain  Phelps  has  the  distinction  of 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Iron  Brigade, 
tliat  went  out  1,203  strong;   the  loss  of  tliis 


brigade  in  killed,  wounded  and   missing   was 
900. 

Whiteomb  and  Mai-y  E.  Phelps,  parents  of 
the  Captain,  had  born  to  them  seven  cliildren, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Angelino,  xVnn,  V. 
N.,  Frank  I.,  Antonette.  V.  N.  Phelps,  a 
resident  of  Taeoma,  Washington,  is  father  of 
Truman  V.  Phtdps.  of  Onalaska.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  Onalaska  in  1881,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years;  the  mother  died 
in  1888,  aged  eighty-tive.  The  Ca[itain  is 
unmarried;  he  has  ever  oeen  a  most  dnri- 
ful  son,  giving  to  his  aged  parents  the  care 
and  support  which  their  love  and  affections 
merited. 


YSBEIIT  VAN    STEENWYK.— To   a 

considerable  majority  of  the  men  who 
have  won  distinction  in  that  p(.)rti(_)n  of 
our  country  ■which,  a  generation  ago.  was  the 
Western  borderland,  certain  well-defined  con- 
ditions are  common.  Those  upon  wh mi  the 
real  pioneer  work  has  fallen  were  endowed 
with  few  early  advantages  save  the  hardy 
physique  and  steadfast  mind  acquired  by  a 
toilsome  and  somewhat  nari'ow  life  from 
youth  up.  They  found  their  opportunities 
in  the  resources  of  the  country  and  attained 
wealth  and  some  measure  of  preferment  in 
advanced  life  which  the  disadvantages  of 
youth  debarred  them  from  rightly  enjoying. 
Another  class  came  into  the  West  fresh  from 
the  universities,  without  either  the  physical 
endowments  or  mental  forces  essential  to 
successful  pioneering.  The  lives  of  many 
such  were  obscure,  niiss]>ent  even,  whereas 
amid  more  congenial  surroundings  they  might 
have  been  distinguished.  The  perseverance 
with  which  Western  life  imbues  every  man 
has  inscribed  a  noble  recoi-il  of  success  in 
both   classes,  l)Ut  it  has  been   retarded  by  the 
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slow  prucesses  of  assimilation,  and  too  often 
has  not  readied  the  devi-ldpnient  for  whicli 
the  conditions  were  favoraide. 

In  the  rare  cases  where  most  of  the  dt'sir- 
alile  intiuenees  have  heeii  conildned — ediica- 
tinu  and  enlture,  rohiist  physique,  courage 
and  a  temperate  haldt  of  life — the  West  has 
produced  men  of  note  in  the  community  wiio 
have  acquired  property,  fulfilled  important 
trusts  and  rightly  enjoyed  the  hest  gifts  of 
life. 

Of  this  class  Hon.  (Jyshert  \ -.m  Steenwyk, 
President  of  the  Batavian  I'.ank  t)'i  La  C-rosse, 
is  a  fit  representative.  A  native  nf  Holland, 
Ins  i^reat  mistake  was  in  nnt  having  com- 
menced his  American  lifi'  ten  years  earlier. 
Not  that  the  time  spent  in  the  cnltivafed 
society  of  his  native  city,  I'trecht,  was  wasted, 
but  because  so  much  mure  might  have  l)een 
added  to  his  busy  and  useful  cai'eer  as  an 
American  citizen  at  a  time  when  one  }ear 
counted  as  two  in  a  man's  lifetime,  and  in 
the  0|)portunities  alfoi-ded  by  the  dpvelopi'ng 
nation. 

Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  was  one  uf  a  family  ni 
six  cliildren.  His  father  wa>  a  gentleman 
fai-mer,  owning  huids  witiiin  ten  miles  of  the 
city  (jf  Utrecht,  and  accounteii  a  man  of 
considerable  means,  '('he  children  hail  the 
benefits  nf  a  good  and  thorough  education, 
opportunities  forciilturt'  and  means  snilicicnt 
for  maintenance  in  the  mainuM-  to  which  they 
were  accustomed,  or  establishment  in  anv 
l)usiness  or  profession  I  hey  might  .-elect. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest 
but  one,  a  sister,  now  living  in  tlieii-  native 
city.  He  was  born  .fanuary  BO.  IS  14,  anil 
is,  therefore,  at  this  time,  ntsirly  srventv- 
eight  years  of  age.  The  tirt-t  Inlf  of  his  life 
was  ])assed  in  his  nativi;  land.  The  I'nivei'- 
sity  of  Utrecht  otfereil  eiiucation.al  oppin-tuni- 
tiert  as  good  as  any  in  flurope,  ami  he  was  a 
student   in  that    institution    until    the    aj'e  of 


twenty-seven,  although  his  degree  in  philoso- 
phy and  philology  was  taken  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  At  sixteen,  at  the  time  of  the 
Belgian  lievolution,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  vol- 
unteer in  the  army  of  the  Netherlands,  serving 
two  years.  From  1838  to  184:'J,  when  he 
departed  for  America,  he  was  a  commissioned 
(jfticer  in  the  Netherlands  National  Guards. 
During  the  time  he  refilled  in  Utrecht  he 
lived  the  social  life  of  the  well-to-do  of  his 
n.-itive  city. 

But  it  was  not   the  life  .Mr.  Van  Steenwyk 
desired;  it  was  not  a  life  to  satisfy    his  miml 
or  em[)loy  his  talents.      He    tiiok    up  the  law 
as  a  study,  l)ut  the  ])rofession   was  distasteful 
to  him.      He  could  speak  French  and  (/ierman 
fluently    and    read    Fnglisli.       America    had 
i  been  an  object  of  much  study  and  inqiury,  on 
i  account  of  its   form   of    government  and  also 
because  of   its  opportunities.      Finally,  in  the 
winter  of   1848.  while   visiting  a   friend    in  a 
I  neighboring  city,  he  announced  his  intention 
I  of  going  to  the  United   States.      The  friend, 
who  was  a  teacher  of  (/Jreek  and  Roman  liter- 
ature in  a  Latin  school,  was  of  the  same  mind, 
and    they  fully   determined    to    start    for    the 
I  Western  land  the  following  spring.     Another 
friend    desired    to    JLiin    them,    and   on    their 
embarkation    in    Nfay,    L84'.L    a    bmrtli    Hol- 
lander of  some  means  became  one  of  the  ]i:irty. 
i'assage   was    taken    in    an  American    sailing 
vessel  expressly  for  the  ])nr]iose  of  ac(juiring 
that    familiarity    with    the    language     which 
would  result  from  lieai-iiig  nothing  else  spoken 
during  a   voyage   of   some    six    weeks.      This 
was  of  inestimable  advantage  to  all,  especially 
,  to    Ml-.    Van    Steenwyk,   whose   studies,   rein- 
i  forced    bv    practice,  enabli'd   him    to   coinerse 
j  reailily  with  the  jieople. 

The    jiarty    of    four    sjietit    the    summ(>r  in 

'    New  York    and    .N'ewark.  learning   what  they 

I  coidd  aliout  the  country   and   the    advantages 

offered  by  different  sections.      It  was  agreed, 
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ill  their  councils,  tliat  they  slioiilil  seek  a 
Western  State,  and  furtlier,  tluit  the  autumn 
inontlis  should  be  spent  in  exploring  Michi- 
o-an,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  Early  in 
September  tliey  started  West.  Michigan 
took  up  but  little  of  their  time.  Kidini^ 
through  the  heavily  timbered  country,  where 
the  houses  found  scanty  room  atnonw  the 
stumps,  and  fire  had  run  through  the  woods, 
they  found  little  to  please  the  eye  or  hold  (lut 
promises  to  the  imagination. 

Illinois  was  hardly  more  satisfactory. 
Chicago,  then  a  town  of  30,000  people,  was 
attractino-  iidtice,  but  ti.i  the  Hollanders  it 
was  dreary  and  depressing.  They  made  a 
tour  among  the  Northern  Illinois  towns  and 
found  much  that  was  promising;  but  every- 
where they  were  warned  not  to  settle  anywhere 
else  except  where  they  were  just  then  visiting 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  die  of  fever  and 
ague!  So,  concluding  that  a  country  where 
malaria  was  absent  only  from  the  immediate 
point  of  inquiry  was  hardly  a  sanitarium, 
they  returned  to  Chicago  and  took  a  steamer 
to  Milwaukee. 

Here  the  life  and  career  of  Gysbert  Yan 
Steenwyk  began;  all  the  years  preceding 
had  been  preparatory,  and  only  important  for 
their  influence  upon  those  that  followed. 
Milwaukee  and  surr<nindings,  lying  somewhat 
elevated,  were  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  the 
impression  was  not  dispelled  by  a  closer  view. 
Nevertheless,  the  party  desired  to  see  the 
new  towns  springing  up  through  the  State, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  joined  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  team  and  cari-iage,  by  means  of 
which  Racine,  Kenosha,  Janesville,  Madison, 
Oahkosh  and  intermediate  places  were  visited, 
the  trip  occupying  six  weeks  in  October  and 
November.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  unani- 
mous verdict  of  the  liome-seeking  quartette 
was   in  favor  of  the  larger   town,  and  thither 


tliey  returned,  each  to  pursue  his  appointed 
way  in  life. 

Througli  letters  of  introduction  and  ac- 
qiuiintance  speedily  made  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  town,  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  was 
not  hjug  without  opportunities  for  em|iloy- 
ment.  McGregor  &  Tenney,  lawyers,  ad  vised 
liim  to  enter  their  office,  but  the  prt>fession 
was  no  more  to  his  taste  in  America  than  in 
liis  native  land.  Mr.  McGregor,  who  had  an 
insurance  agency,  then  proposed  increasing 
the  list  of  companies  and  forming  a  partner- 
ship in  this  l)ranch,  to  promote  the  business 
among  the  foreign  population.  This  received 
favorable  consideration,  but  did  not  develop 
to  any  great  extent.  It  became  expedient, 
liowever,  that  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  should  have 
some  otKcial  authority,  and  he  soon  received 
his  first  appointment  as  Notary  Public  from 
Governor  Nelson  Dewey,  the  first  GoveriK.ir 
of  the  State. 

The  Hollanders,  of  whom  there  were  abnut 
800  in  Milwaukee,  were  not  long  in  learning 
that  one  of  their  countrymen  was  able  to 
assist  them  in  their  business  affairs,  and  their 
calls  upon  him  were  so  frequent,  esjiecially 
for  correspondence  with  the  old  country, 
where  many  of  them  retained  some  property 
interests,  that  the  securing  of  some  rej)resent- 
ative  anthoi-ity  became  a  matter  of  conven- 
ience, if  not  of  necessity.  Accordingly,  a 
letter  was  dispatched  to  a  friend  in  the  Hague 
and  in  due  time  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  received 
his  commission  from  the  Hague  as  Consul 
of  the  Netherlands  for  Wisconsin.  There- 
upon a  second  sign  was  hung  beside  the 
office  door,  and  to  this  an  addition  was  made 
the  following  year,  when  he  was  commissioned 
Consul  for  Michigan  and  Minnesota.  He 
now  had  plenty  of  business,  was  doing  well 
ami  heartily  enjoyed  life. 

The  Legislature  of  1852  created  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of    Immigration^   the    incum- 
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bent  to  resitle  in  New  York,  and  his  duties  to 
be  the  promotion  of  immigratinn  to  Wiscon- 
sin. Mr.  Van  Stcen\vvk''s  Milwaukee  friencJs 
advised  him  to  accept  this  appdintment  in 
case  it  was  offered  him.  lie  declitied,  l)e- 
cause  he  liad  other  plans  mapped  out  and  did 
not  want  an  office  of  that  nature  anyway. 
His  friends  became  more  urgent,  represent- 
ing tliat  his  command  of  several  languages 
would  be  of  greut  value,  and  he  could  do 
more  for  the  benefit  of  his  adopted  State  in  that 
manner  than  in  any  other  way.  While  the 
matter  was  under  discussion  (Tovernor  Far- 
well  telegraphed  him  to  come  tn  Madison. 
lie  obeyed,  was  the  Governor's  guest  during 
the  visit,  was  tendereil  the  appointment  and 
finally  ac'cepteil  if.  though  not  without  re- 
luctance. 

During  most  of  the  years  \^~y2  and  1S53, 
Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  resided  in  Xew  York,  j 
Ilis  labor  in  securing  for  Wisconsin  a  thrifty, 
industrious  and  temperate  class  of  settlers  i 
among  the  foreigners  tlien  tloekinij;  to  Anier- 
ica,  has  exerted  an  intiuence  upon  the  welfare 
of  the  State  whicli  cannot  I)e  estimated.  j 

The  Letjislature  of  1S53  took  the  power  of 
appointing   to  this  olHee  from  the  (Tovcrnor, 
and,  being  a  I)iMnocTatic   body,  wliile   the  in-  i 
cumbent   had    united    with   the   Whig  party, 
his  successor    wa-^   named,  and  he  returned  to   j 
Milwaukee.  [ 

Having  become  interested  in  lands  in  the 
interior  of  the  State,  espc^cially  along  the 
line  of  the  La  Cross  A:  Milwaukee  Railroad, 
then  in  process  of  construction,  Mr.  Van 
Steenwyk  nio\ed  to  New])(u-t.  on  the  Wis- 
consin river,  wIkm'c  it  was  expected  the 
railroad  would  cross.  The  villai,'e  rose  to 
consi<leral)le  i)romineiice  upon  this  e\i)ecta-  I 
tioii,  but  declineil  and  alnio.-t  went  out  of 
existence  when  the  raili-oad  ciuii|iany  fixed 
tiie  crossing  point  a  mile  and  a  half  above,  | 
where  a  new    town    wa.-    laid   out    and    called  i 


Kilbourn  City.  Thither  most  of  the  New- 
port settlers  moved,  Mr.  Va;i  Steenwyk  with 
them,  in  I'SoS.  In  IS.IT  he  was  conimis- 
sioneii  i!rig;idier-(Teneral  of  State  troo])s, 
obtaining  a  title  which  serves  his  friends  in 
familiar  intercourse  to  the  present  day.  In 
1859  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Assembly 
from  Columlda  county,  after  a  contest  whicli 
was  a  history  in  itself,  receiving  a  majority 
of  200  o\er  a  Democrat  in  a  Democratic  dis- 
trict. He  rcrigned  his  consular  office,  not 
deeming  it  proper  that  a  legislator  in  the 
United  States  should  be  the  representative  of 
a  foreii,Mi  go\erninent.  The  following  year  be 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  State  Conven- 
tion, and  received  the  nomination  for  Bank 
Comptroller,  to  which  office  he  was  elected. 
In  this  period  of  great  political  and  military 
events,  the  financ(>s  of  the  country  were  in 
such  chaos  as  no  jiersoii  living  at  that  time 
can  ever  forget,  and  General  Van  Steenwyk's 
duties  equaled  in  importance  those  of  any 
office  (if  the  State.  His  own  choice  would 
have  been  to  enter  the  army,  and  he  could 
have  had  a  regiment,  but  it  was  urged  upon 
him  that  his  ottici.-il  duties  could  not  be  com- 
mitted to  other  hands,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow  citizens  could  in  no  way  be  so  well 
promotecl  as  by  getting  what  salvage  was 
possible  out  of  the  financial  wrecks  all  about 
the  State.  In  one  year  the  comptroller 
wound  up  foi-ty  banks,  having  occjision  to 
vi>it  La  Crosse  several  times  in  the  way  of 
business. 

The  knowleilge  gained  while  in  office  ile- 
cided  his  future  course,  and  the  outlook  of 
La  Crosse  decided  the  location.  AcciU'd- 
ingly.  njion  the  expiration  ot  his  olHcial  term, 
in  l^(i2.  the  i'.ataviun  Hank  was  opened  in 
La  Crosse,  ami  for  thirty  prosperous  years  it 
has  been  a  landmark  in  the  business  fields. 
(General  Van  Steenwyk  at  once  took  a  place 
in  the  first  business  circles  of  the  con:  mnnity, 
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but  helil  no  public  office  until  1S78,  when  he 
served  the  city  one  term  as  Mayor,  being 
nominated  as  a  Republican  and  almost  uiiani- 
niously  supported  l)y  the  Democrats.  In 
1879  he  was  called  upon  to  represent  the 
Thirty-first  district,  composed  of  the  city  and 
county  of  La  Crosse,  in  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  receiving  a  considerable  majority  over 
the  Democratic  and  Greenback  candidates. 
In  1874  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  went  abroad 
and  spent  a  year  and  a  half  traveling  in 
Europe.  While  there  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Miss  Marietta  Nicholls,  a  native  of 
Danbury,  Connecticut,  and  daughter  of  Hon. 
David  P.  Nicholls,  for  many  years  Treasurer 
of  that  State,  who  was  traveling  with  her 
sister.  The  acquaintance  led  to  a  matri- 
monial engagement,  and  in  May,  1875,  they 
were  united  in  marriage  at  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, under  the  auspices  of  the  General's 
personal  friend,  Hon.  Horace  Rubier,  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  in  that  country,  and 
now  editor  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel. 
Three  charming  children  have  blessed  this 
nnion,  but  one,  a  lovely  boy,  l)right  of  eye 
and  mind,  the  emblem  of  every  goodpromise, 
has  gone  somewhat  in  advance  along  the  dark 
road  whith?r  all  journey  to  make  the  way 
lighter,  though  the  earth  be  darker  to  those 
soon  following  after.  General  Van  Steeu- 
wyck's  most  important  recent  work  has  been 
as  one  of  the  executors  of  the  late  Governor 
C.  C.  Washburn's  will.  He  was  the  intimate 
friend  of  the  late  Governor,  was  witii  him 
several  weeks  at  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas, 
shortly  before  his  death,  and  well  acquainted 
with  all  his  business  afiairs.  The  vast  prop- 
erty in  mills,  elev^ators, water-powers,  railroads, 
lumber  and  farming  lands,  affsrresratino-nearlv 
$2,000,000,  has  been  so  managed  that  every 
industry  has  been  profitably  employed  during 
the  course  of  settlement,  and  the  estate  has 
increased  very  largely  in  value.     To   the   sa 


gacious  management  of  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk 
and  his  co-e\ecutoi's,  C'harles  Payson  and 
Cliarles  .1.  i^irtin,  the  heirs  and  beneficiaries 
under  the  will  are  very  nuirh  indebted. 

General  Van  Steenwyk  is  also  vice- 
president  (the  mayir  l)eing  j.iresident  ex- 
otHcioj  of  the  permanent  board  of  trustees  of 
the  public  liljrary  established  in  La  Crosse 
by  a  provision  of  Governor  Washburn's  will, 
and  takes  great   interest  in  the  institution. 

To  enumerate  all  the  business  enterprises 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  would  be 
difficult  even  for  himself,  perhaps,  without 
some  thought.  Among  the  more  important 
recent  ones  are  the  Victor  Flouring  Mill,  the 
La  Crosse  Linseed  Oil  Mill,  the  La  Crosse 
Street  Railway  Company,  the  Edison  and 
Brush  Electric  Light  and  Power  Companies, 
the  La  Crosse  Tannery  and  the  East  Fork 
Improvement  Company — the  latter  a  lumber 
organization.  In  all  but  the  two  first  named 
and  some  other  local  companies  he  is  now  a 
stockholder.  It  is,  however,  as  a  banker 
that  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  is  and  will  be  best 
known.  For  nioi'e  than  thirty  years  the  Ba- 
taviau  Bank  has  been  a  pillar  of  strength  in 
the  community.  It  has  upheld  the  weak 
until  they  became  strong,  and  carried  the 
strong  in  their  hours  of  weaktiess.  It  has 
always  been  steadfast,  reliable,  conservative 
without  timidity,  and  to-day  occupying  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  Wisconsin  outside 
of  Milwaukee,  and  offices  that  cannot  be  sur- 
passed for  elegance  and  comfort,  it  stands  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  strong  financial  institu- 
tions of  the  Northwest. 

Notwithstanding  his  years,  Mr.  Van  Steen- 
wyk is  in  the  enjoyment  of  mental  and 
bodily  vigor.  His  otiice  hours  are  regularly 
kept,  his  duties  as  trustee  or  director  in  the 
various  institutions  never  neglected,  and  in 
his  elegant  home,  surrounded  by  the  best 
books  and   many  works  of  art,  happy  in  the 
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coiupaiiioiiship  of  hi?  wife,  wliose  luitiiral 
gifts  have  liceii  duvcioneil  liv  travel,  stiuiy 
and  the  lie.-t  sduiul  advaiuage-;,  iiitercsteil  in 
tlie  education  i-jf  his  cliildren,  with  leisure  for 
occasional  travel,  he  enjoys  the  i^ifts  of  life  as 
one  who  has  eai'iied  its  ])rivilei^cs  and  its  im- 
munities. 


tKIJ'VKU  it  Co.  is  one  of  the  most 
relialile  and  ]iopiilar  houses  of  La 
®  Crosse  and  has  been  estalilished  since 
1887.  They  first  opened  business  on  State 
street,  but  in  the  sprini:^  of  ISI.tl  moved  to 
tlieir  present  place  at  117  North  Eighth 
street,  where  they  are  doing  a  prosperous 
business.  Careful  attention  is  bestowed  on 
the  repairing  department,  in  which  some  of 
the  most  difficult  jot)s  have  been  executed  in 
a  neat  and  satisfactory  manner.  Mr.  Klnver 
has  been  a  resident  of  l,a  Crosse  since  11S87, 
and  has  always  evincetl  the  greatest  interest 
in  every  measure  calculated  to  promote  its 
welfare,  accelerate  its  proirpess,  or  enhance 
its  highest  prosperity.  lie  was  born  in 
Soholt,  Norway,  March  U,  1S4S,  to  Captain 
I,,  and  Kliza  (Doscherl  Ivhner.  the  former  of 
wliiim  was  a  soldier  thi-oughout  life  and  was 
Cai)tain  of  the  standing  army  to  Xorwa}-  and 
Sweden  for  forty-five  years,  and  was  liorn  Feb- 
ruary IS.  ISOSJ,  at  Copenhagen,  Dcnmaik.  He 
died  March  27,  1S7S.  and  his  wife  wa>  born 
,Iuly  •!,  l^^K'i,  at  llamburij',  (Germany,  and 
died  .l.anuary  17,  1^S4. 

Mr.  I.-  Kluver  wa~  the  lifth  of  his  parents, 
seven  children,  all  <.if  whom,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  himself,  reside  in  Ncirvvay.  A  sis- 
ter is  deceased.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
1>.  Kluver  liecame  a  deck  boy  on  l)oard  a 
ship  at  ^3  p(;r  month,  his  duties  beimr 
to  keep  the  deck  clean  and  all  things 
in    i>i-der.      His   fir>t    trip   to  Ru-sia  occupieii 


about  eight  months,  and  on  his  second  trip, 
which  was  also  to  iiussia  and  occupied  tifteen 
months,  he  was  promoted  to  cabin  lioy.  Iiis 
work  being  to  keep  the  cabin  in  ordei-.  On 
a  trip  to  (.Quebec,  occupying  fifteen  months, 
he  was  promoted  to  light  deck  hand,  which 
necessitated  the  handling  of  ropes,  oiling, 
tarring,  scrubbing  and  sweeping.  His  fourth 
trip  was  to  the  IJlack  sea,  the  voyage  taking 
eigliteen  months,  during  which  time  he  was 
promoteil  to  de(d<  man  to  see  after  the  tackle, 
all  the  ropes  and  the  masts  when  necessary. 
Succeeding  this  he  went  on  a  seal,  bear,  rein- 
deer and  waliUB  hunt  to  Spitzbergen  and 
Nova  Zembla,  ami  has  often  seen  as  many  as 
TjOO  walrus  in  one  tiock,  floating  on  their 
backs  with  oidy  tlieir  lieads  and  tusks  above 
the  water.  This  voyage  was  successful  and 
they  returned  home  with  many  skins  of  all 
these  animals.  His  ne.xt  voyage  was  to 
France  and  Spain,  and  although  he  was  pro- 
moted to  first  deckman  his  duties  were  much 
the  same  as  before.  From  France  and  Spain 
lie  went  to  St.  Petersburg,  llussia,  in  1864, 
and  his  last  voyage  was  to  the  ^Vrctic  regions 
!  for  the  same  purpose  as  before,  during 
\  which  time  he  received  ^\~)  pi'r  month 
,  for  his  services.  They  were  wrecked  be- 
;  tween  Spitzbergen  and  North  Cape,  the  ves- 
sel g<iing  to  the  bottom.  The  most  of  the 
crew  took  refuge  in  the  life- boat,  and  after 
fighting  the  waves  for  tliree  days  and  three 
nights  they  landed  in  the  wilderness  in  the 
Northern  part  of  Uus^ia  called  Carabella. 
The  three  days  and  three  nights  they  iiad 
water  to  drink  but  nothing  to  eat,  with  the 
exception  of  a  little  hard  tack  whicii  was 
caught  up  by  the  steward  as  he  was  making 
his  way  to  the  life-boat,  ami  this  was  impar- 
tially divideil  by  the  Caj)lain  among  the  crew 
and  kept  body  and  soul  together  for  ti\e  ilays. 
They  then  found  the  body  of  a  dead  reindeer, 
whicii    they   roasted   on   coals,  and    later  they 
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killed  a  reindeer,  on  which  thej  lived  for  six 
days.  They  were  then  sighted  liy  a  Nor- 
wegian steamer  and  were  taken  to  a  small 
village  in  Xorthern  Norway  called  Vardo- 
huns.  A  few  days  later  they  were  trans- 
ported back  to  England.  During  his  entire 
service  as  a  sailor  he  was  with  an  English 
crew  and  sailed  from  Liverpool.  Soon  after 
reaching  England  he  was  taken  sick  and  re- 
turned home,  and  the  next  year  (1867)  in 
order  to  avoid  the  regular  army  regulation,  he 
made  application  for  immigration  and  came 
to  America,  landing  in  May  of  that  year. 
He  soon  after  secured  employment  with  the 
Wheeler  and  Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Manu- 
facturing Company  at  Bridgport,  Connecti- 
cut, but  live  years  later  went  on  the  road  for 
the  same  company,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  five  more  years.  Two  years  were 
then  spent  in  Chicago  in  the  adjustment  de- 
partment of  the  same  company,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  here 
has  resided  ever  since. 

He  was  married  in  1871,  to  Miss  Anna 
Jerman,  daughter  of  S.  Jerman  of  Norway, 
their  union  being  celebrated  at  WestPrairie, 
Wisconsin,  and  the  following  are  their  chil- 
dren; Eliza  D.;  Adolphine  K.  and  Lla  J.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kluver  are  members  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  Church  but  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Although  he  takes  but 
little  interest  in  politics,  Mr.  Kluver  usually 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  seen 
much  of  the  world  and  the  ups  and  downs  of 
life,  but  through  it  all  he  has  maintained  his 
honor  and  is  eminently  deserving  the  respect 
and  patronage  of  the  community  of  which  he 
is  an  honored  and  useful  member 


fRAKK  STOIiANDT,  one  of  the  promin- 
i  ent  farmers  living  near  Bnrr  Oak,  Wis- 
'   consin,  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in 


Walworth  county,  six  miles  from  Geneva, 
August  12,  1854.  His  parents,  George  and 
Anna  Elizabeth  (Pfatf)  Storandt,  were  born, 
reared,  educated  and  married  in  Saxony, 
Germany.  Li  1847  they  came  to  America, 
their  family  at  that  time  consisting  of  four 
children.  Cue  has  since  died,  and  three 
others  were  liorn  to  them.  Their  names  are: 
August,  William,  Sophia,  Anibern,  John, 
Emn:a  Young  and  f^rank.  The  family  lived 
in  Walworth  county  until  1856,  wdien  they 
came  to  Farmington  township.  La  Crosse 
county,  and  settled  on  the  same  laud  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives.  The 
father  died  here  in  1863,  and  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  some  years,  her  death  occurring 
in  1882.  George  Storandt  passed  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits;  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  worshiped  with  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
force  of  character,  and  was  zealous  and  active 
in  his  Christian  life.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  Lutheran  congregation  here,  and  was  a 
deacon  in  the  church. 

Prank  Stora'ndt  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
has  lived  on  the  same  place  for  thirty-five 
years.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  both 
the  English  and  German  languages.  He 
owns  a  farm  of  200  acres  that  is  substantially 
improved.  His  commodious  and  attractive 
home  is  built  on  a  rock  foundation,  as  also 
a''e  his  barn  and  otlier  Ijuildings.  Indeed, 
the  general  appearance  of  his  entire  premises 
indicates  that  the  proprietor  is  a  man  of 
thritt  and  enterprise  and  that  prosperity  has 
attended  his  efforts. 

December  14,  1875,  Mr.  Storandt  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Dodge  county,  Wis- 
consin, with  Matilda  Williams,  a  lady  of  edu- 
cation and  culture  and  a  member  of  a  highly 
respected  family,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Will- 
iams. She  was  boi-n  at  Fox  Lake,  Dodge 
county,  and  was  reared   and   educated    there. 
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llfiiiv  Williams,  a  native  i_it'  lie-sen,  Ger- 
niaiiy,  eaiiu-  in  1S4>  diret't  to  Duilire  ennnty, 
Wisconsin,  loeatirij,'  on  a  farm  mar  JJurnett 
Station.  He  continuetl  fanning  there  until 
about  tifteeti  years  ago.  wiien  lie  retireil  from 
active  liusiness  jnirsiiits.  They  have  a  family 
of  six  children  now  living,  viz.:  Frederick,  a 
farmer  ot'  I  )odge  county ;  Catharine,  who  is 
tlie  wife  of  W'illiam  Ilarman,  a  farmer  of 
Farmington  townshi});  r>arney.  a  fanner  of 
Dodgecounty :  Christiana,  the  wife  of  \V  iUiam 
Storandt,  of  Farmington;  Amelia,  who 
wedded  Augu.-t  Berendt,  aim  tcliei-  of  liurnett ; 
and  Matihia,  the  wife  of  Frank  Storandt. 
Mr.  Williams  has  always  lived  the  life  of  an  in- 
dustrious farmer,  lie  and  his  wife  are  mem  hers 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  the 
evening  of  tlieir  lives  are  enjoying  the  truits  of 
their  honest  toil.  He  married  Mary  Ilocken- 
bein,  wlio  also  was  a  native  of  Hessen,  (4er- 
many.  He  is  now  eighty-six  yeais  old,  and 
she  eighty-seven,  and  are  both  living  in 
Dodge  county. 

iMr.  Storandt  and  his  wit'e  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Clara  (".,  Lizzie  A.  and  Ida 
Alta.  Their  second-born,  Iimma  A.,  died 
when  eight  montlis  old. 

Mr.  StiU'andt  i  a  Democrat,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


IjjRS.  MARY  HARTLEY,  Oiuilaska, 
is  the  widow  of  William  Hartley, 
■^■^T^  deceased,  who  wa>  an  intelligent  ami 
prominent  citizen  of  ( 'ampiiell  township. 
He  first  came  to  this  cduntry  in  ISoO,  and 
in  1^59  settled  here,  where  he  remained  until 
death.  He  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
Kngland.  June  23,  LS2!t.  the  ^on  of  -lohn  and 
Sarah  (West)  Hartley;  was  reared  ami  edu- 
cated in    hi.-    native   land,   and    on    ari-i\al    in 


this  country  lir.-t  settled  in  l.ockport,  Xew 
York,  where  he  lived  two  ve^irs:  then  he  was 
at  the  South  for  a  time;  was  pressman  in  the 
oliice  of  the  Luui.-\ille  Conroi-Juurnal,  and 
was  also  in  Memphis  and  in  Mississi|ini;  in 
l^oS  he  was  foreman  of  a  bi-ick-yard  on  what 
is  now  Center  and  Main  streets  in  Kansas 
City,  Mi,->ouri. 

Febn:ary  1.  ISfiO.  lie  married  Miss  Mary 
Riilgley,  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence  and 
of  a  gooil  family,  born  in  Bedford  county. 
Penury  h  an  ia.  a  dauo'htei-  i.if  Jo^hua  Ridgley, 
deceaseil,  wIkj  wa.-  a  well-known  and  promin- 
ent citizen  of  this  cimnty.  He  was  born  at 
Fredericktown.  Maryland.  July  10,  1814. 
The  Ridgleys  were  prominent  early  settlers 
of  that  State,  comprising  at  first  seven 
brtithei's  and  one  sister  from  F^ngland.  Later 
several  of  the  family  became  prominent  in 
commerce  and  jxilitical  ati'airs.  Joshua 
Ridgley  married  Rebecca  Radebaugh,  a  good 
companion,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Radebaugh,  of  Dutch  or  (Tcrnian 
ancestry.  She  inluM'ited  from  tliem  an  in- 
dustrious and  economical  disjiosition. 

The  family  first  came  to  La  Crosse  county 
in  1850,  when  the  village  of  La  Crosse  had 
but  four  cabins,  and  there  was  no  house  be- 
tween that  point  and  Portage.  After  camp- 
ing for  six  weeks  Mr.  Ridgley  had  a  log 
house  completed.  In  18(54  he  went  to  Idaho, 
where  he  died  in  December,  187G,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  child,  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Hart- 
ley. In  politics  Mr.  Ridgley  was  a  Deniorat, 
hut  never  desired  office.  He  was  a  tneniber 
of  I'routier  Lodge,  A.  F.  A:  A.  .M.;  previously 
he  had  also  been  a  member  of  tiie  ( )dd  Fel- 
lows" order.  Some  years  later  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Ridgley  mai-ried  Robert  Smith,  an  old 
settler  of  La  Crosse,  now  decea.-ed.  and  she 
still  resities   in  that  city. 

W^illiam  Hartley  died  January  24,  1888. 
He   was  a  conservative  1 'emocrat  in  iiolitics. 
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and  ill  religion  be  was  an  Episcojialian,  having 
been  Itrougbt  up  in  the  Cliurch  of  En<i;land. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
a  charter  member  of  West  Salem  Lodge  and 
a  member  of  La  Crosse  Chapter.  At  bis 
death  be  left  a  widow  and  live  sous  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Sarah  Jane  Cox, -lohn  J., 
a  business  man  of  La  Crosse;  Mary  Alice, 
Joshua  II.,  AVilliam  Thomas,  James  Edward, 
Kebecca  and  George  Henry. 

Mrs.  Hartley  owns  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  county,  a  portion  of  which  was  form- 
erly a  part  of  her  father's  estate;  he  settled 
here  forty-two  years  ago.  The  farm  contains 
534  acres,  well  fenced  and  partitioned  into 
plowed  lands,  pastures,  meadows,  etc.,  and  a 
large  bi-ick  house,  surrounded  with  orna- 
mental trees,  etc.,  and  large  barns — one 
44  .\  75  feet,  and  one  46x80,  with  twenty- 
two-foot  posts.  Mrs.  Hartley  exhibits  great 
practical  business  ability  in  the  conduct  of 
the  farm,  rearing  stock,  etc.  She  has  traveled 
extensively,  and  has  resided  for  some  time  in 
Europe.  She  is  also  a  good  converser,  being 
well  informed  and  entertaining. 

In  1892  she  rented  her  farm,  and  is  now 
living  in  Onalaska,  where  her  facilities  for 
rest  from  care  and  the  enjoyment  of  life  gen- 
erally are  much  enhanced,  and  where  her 
children  have  better  school  advantages. 

tEROY  BUNN,  a  valued  employe  of  the 
Sawyer  &  Austin  Lumber  Company, 
and  one  of  the  highly  respected  pioneers 
of  La  Crosse  county,  was  born  at  Dix,  New 
York,  in  1843.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  D. 
and  Sarah  (Griswold)  Bunu,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  in  the  year  of  the 
birth  of  our  suljject  emigrated  to  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin;   there  he  purchased   land 


which  he  cultivateil  and  impro\'ed  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years;  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  sold  his  property  and  removed  to 
Richland  county  where  he  [)urchased  another 
farm.  lie  resided  on  this  land  until  1801, 
when  iie  again  sold  out,  moving  thence  to 
Monroe  county;  there  lie  bought  land,  which 
he  held  until  1868,  when  be  sold  the  farm 
and  homesteaded  160  acres  on  Buffalo  river 
in  Trempealeau  county;  there  he  lived  the 
remainder  of  bis  days,  his  death  occurring 
when  be  had  attained  the  good  old  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  The  mother  sold  the 
farm  in  1889,  and  with  a  son  and 
daughter  moved  to  Seattle,  AVashington; 
she  is  now  sevunty-two  years  old.  They 
reared  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Leroy  is  the  oldest;  the  second,  Emeline,  is 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Cox,  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington. They  have  five  children:  Ida  mar- 
ried C.  C.  Chamberliu,  Mayor  of  Augusta, 
Wisconsin,  and  has  one  daughter;  Ora  J., 
the  fourth  of  the  family,  married  Miss 
Maggie  Ilislop,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  children. 

Leroy  Bunn  attended  the  common  schools 
a  short  season  each  year  until  he  was  eighteen, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Bat- 
tery. His  father  objected  and  took  him 
home,  putting  him  at  farm  work,  which  he 
continued  to  do  until  February  24,  1864, 
when  he  again  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-tiftli 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in 
the  engagements  at  Kenesaw  mountain,  At- 
lanta, Dallas,  Dalton,  and  Peachtree  Creek ; 
he  marched  through  the  Carolinas  and  on  to 
Washington,  where  he  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Review  in  June,  1865;  the  men  of  his  regi- 
ment who  enlisted  in  18f)4  were  transferred 
to  the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Veteran  Reserve, 
and  this  reserve  was  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  in  July.  I'^'iS.  After  the 
cessation  of    hostilities  he  returned    to  Wis- 
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cousin  and  eiigaijeil  in  a^ricnltui-al  jiursuits 
in  Tivmpealeau  county,  which  he  followed 
nntil  lie  entered  the  employ  of  the  Sawyer 
and  Austin  Lunilier  Comjiaiiy. 

Mr.  IJiinn  was  married  in  lS70  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  8treeton,a  daup;hter  of  William  and 
Sarah  Streeton,  old  and  valued  residents  of 
Burns  township.  Mr.  Streeton  is  now 
seventy-six  years  of  age  and  his  wife  is 
seventv-two.  Tliey  are  the  parents  of  five 
cliildren,  Mrs.  Bunii  beinir  the  oldest.  Jabez 
married  Miss  Lillie  Hulbertof  Burns  Vallev, 
and  they  have  two  children;  Jacob  lives  with 
his  parents;  Anna,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
William  Mack,  and  died  in  18^4,  leaving  (nie 
dauohter;  Enos  inarrieil  ^[iss  IJllie  Jones. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilunn  ai'e  the  [larents  of  one 
son,  Irving  J.,  who  is  a  member  of  Robert 
llutrhes  Camp,  jS'o.  42,  Sons  of  Veterans;  a 
member  of  John  Flynn  Post,  Xo.  77,  (t.  A.  R., 
and  Ins  wife  belonj^s  to  the  Relief  thorps,  No. 
25,  attached  to  the  above  post.  lie  is  a  life- 
long and  earnest  Republican.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 


fAUl.  lUJANDT.  -I'erhai.s  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  .Mr.  I'.randt  pos- 
sesses such  pro<i;ressive  ideas  and  ten- 
dencies reijarding  the  mana<>;(unent  and  con- 
duct of  his  farm  when  it  is  known  that  he 
was  brought  up  to  the  life  by  his  father,  who 
was  a  substantial  farmer  of  (iermanv.  Carl 
was  born  September  25,  1848.  in  the  prov- 
ince of  I  lanovcr,  Ccrmany,  a  son  of  .\ntoii 
and  !)oi-othc,-i  (  K'nllciikamii)  I'.randt,  llie 
former  of  whom  dieil  in  the  land  of  his  bii-|h 
in  1^7(t,  an<l  the  lattei-  in  lS8.").  lie  reci'ived 
a  thorouoh  education  in  the  ('(jmiiion  schools 
of  iiis  native  land,  and  until  ISfltJ  was  his 
fatlu;r's  main>tavon  the  home  f.-irm.  Decem- 
ber 25,  that  veai-,  he  emiifrated  to  the  Unitetl 


States,  landing  at  New  "^'ork  citv  Januar\-  1. 
1867.  and  immeiliately  made  his  way  to  La 
('rosse  county,  Wisconsin,  and  betjan  workincr 
for  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Bostwick 
Valli-y  and  La  Crosse  Valley;  but  at  the  end 
of  four  years,  with  the  usual  thrift  of  the 
German,  he  had  ac(juired  sufficient  means  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  223  acres  of  land  in 
sections  10  and  15.  to  which  he  has  since 
aildeil  by  purchase  eitrhty  acres  at  one  time 
and  se\'enty-three  at  another,  making  lum  an 
excellent  farn:  of  37t)  acres,  the  most  of 
which  is  in  the  valley  and  very  fertile.  His 
farinino;  operations  have  been  conducted 
accor^ling  io  the  most  advanced  and  progress- 
ive ideas,  and  have  residteil  in  his  own  good 
and  the  benefit  of  those  with  whom  he  lias 
come  in  contact.  lie  has  long  since  gained 
the  reputation  of  being  a  successfid  tiller  of 
the  soil,  and  he  always  has  been  among  tiie 
first  in  the  use  of  new  and  improved 
machinery  for  the  saving  of  labor.  He  has 
a  line  wind  pnmp  on  iiis  place,  and  can  draw 
water  in  his  house  and  barns  by  sim])ly  turn- 
ing a  faucet.  His  farm  is  aUo  well  watered 
by  a  spring  bro(jk  running  thrt)ugli  it,  and 
he  keeps  constantly  on'hand  about  sixty-tive 
head  of  graded  cattk'  and  from  sixty  to  100 
head  of  hogs.  Tlie  barns  and  sheds  for  their 
shelter  during  the  winter  months  are  i)f  a 
most  substantial  kind.  His  horse  barns,  in  a 
basement,  are  especially  commodious.  He 
keeps  six  work  horses,  eight  heail  of  young 
horses  and  colts  and  about  eighty  head  of 
sheep.  iiis  resideiu'e  is  a  two-story  brick 
building,  a  pleasant  aihl  comfoi-table  home. 

Mr.  ilramlt  was  married  i,i  1874  to  Miss 
Anna  Wehrs,  daughter  of  Dederichand  ^[ar- 
guerite  (Duidsirk)  Wehrs,  who  was  born 
December  11,  1854,  in  the  jirovince  of  Han- 
o\  (M-,  aiul  left  there  in  April,  1870.  and  came 
to  the  I'nited  Slati'>.  Cntil  her  marriage  in 
this  country,  she  was   in  I  he  em]iloy  of   Mrs. 
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W.  L.  Dudley.  Following  are  the  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brandt:  Rosa,  horn  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1875;  Minnie,  July  2-1,  1876;  Carl 
January  20,  1878;  Jennie,  May  11,  1880; 
Lillie,  December  15,  1881;  Wilhelm,  May 
15,  1883;  Mary,  March  23,  1885;  Alfred, 
April  9,  1888;  Anna,  December  27,  1890. 
All   the  children  are  still   with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Brandt  lias  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  his  present  property  has  been  acquired 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  that  he  is  now 
in  independent  circumstances  and  owes  no 
man  a  dollar.  His  career  is  but  another  evi- 
dence of  the  possibilities  young  men  have  for 
advancement  in  the  world  when  supported 
by  strong  resolution  to  rise.  He  keeps  fully 
apace  with  the  progress  of  his  calling  in  every 
particular,  and  his  present  place  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  most  comfortable  homesteads  of 
the  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Brandt  is  a  Democrat,  is  a 
patron  of  worthy  causes,  and  has  given  his 
children  a  "ood  education. 


?gKOF.  C.  F.  HOFFMAJN,  La  Crosse, 
'fff  Wisconsin. — Europe  was  the  Ijirthplace 
~^  of  Handel  and  Mozart,  of  Beethoven 
and  Mendelssohn  and  of  other  great  com- 
posers. The  musical  instruments  which  held 
the  professional  world  by  a  kind  of  involun- 
tary fascination  were  made  there,  and  the 
most  eminent  critics  of  musical  jiroductions 
were  nursed  amid  tlie  inspirations  of  "Vater- 
land."  La  Crosse  is  a  well  known  musical 
center,  and  among  its  inhabitants  are  to  be 
found  many  whose  tastes  are  at  once  correct 
and  refined.  There  is,  therefore,  a  tempting 
field  here  for  the  musical  composer  or  in- 
structor whose  reputation  as  an  authority 
cannot  be  questioned.  Such  a  otie  is  found 
in  the  person  of  Prof.  C.   F.  Ilott'man,  com- 


poser of  music,  teacher  of  piano,  organ  and 
harmony,  at  922  State  street. 

Born  in  Germany,  June  19,  1822,  he  i-e- 
eeived  a  thorough  literary  education,  and 
later,  or  in  1846,  graduated  in  music.  lie 
began  teaching  music  and  followed  this  suc- 
cessfully' until  1850,  when  he  crossed  the 
ocean  to  the  Ignited  States  and  located  in 
Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin.  In  1855  he 
came  to  La  Crosse  and  has  made  his  home 
here  ever  since,  teaching  music  as  a  business 
and  meeting  with  flattering  success.  He  is 
a  popular  composer  of  music  and  has  over 
240  pages,  some  of  wliich  are  among  the 
best  now  before  the  public.  He  composes 
both  humorous  and  sacred  pieces,  among 
which  are  the  following:  "The  Cradle  Song," 
"Evergreen  Grand  Waltz,"  '-Sweet  Memo- 
ries," "Grand  Concert  Paraphrase,"  "Home 
Pleasures,"  "Morning  Glory  Grand  March," 
"Welcome  Overture  "  (piano  duet),  "The  Fast 
Mail,"  "Bird  Polka,"  "Old  Water  Mill," 
"At  Home"  (companit)n  to  "Sweet  Home"), 
"Capriccio"  (for  piano  and  violin),  "  For- 
ward Grand  March,"  and  "Dreams  of  the 
Past"  (for  piano  and  violin).  Prof.  Hoffman 
has  all  the  pupils  he  can  accommodate  and  has 
made  his  start  in  that  way.  He  clerked  in  the 
store  one-half  the  time  for  a  few  j'ears.  He 
is  a  good  composer  of  music  and  an  efficient 
teacher,  as  thousands  of  his  pupils  can  testify. 
He  has  recommendations  from  such  well 
known  sources  as  The  Welcome  JTiLsical  iiiid 
Home  Journal,  Philadelphia;  0.  J.  Church 
&  Co.,  Musical  Visitor,  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
T/ie  Musical  Review,  New  York,  and  Oliver 
Ditson  &  Co.,  Boston,  Massachusetts.  His 
pupils  are  to  be  found  in  every  family. 

Prof.  Hoffman  was  married  Januaiy  8, 
1870,  to  Miss  Joanna  (-irieser,  and  has  two 
interesting  children:  Julia  and  Edwin.  ]\[iss 
Julia  is  an  accomplished  musician,  plays 
equally  well  on  tlic  piano  and  organ,  and  ex- 
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ee'iitfS  the  ino.st  difficult  pieces  of  classic 
music.  She  lias  had  no  other  teacher  than 
her  father.  I''nr  several  years  she  has  been 
in  J^ouniis'  music  store  as  clerk  and  player. 
Edwin  is  an  artist  of  great  ability  in  paint- 
ing, and  his  work  is  most  beautiful  and 
attractive.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  has  a  superior 
as  an  artist  of  his  age — sixteen  years — in  the 
State.  Also  he  is  a  great  poultry  fancier  and 
breeder,  taking  premiums  at  the  poultry  fair 
here  and  at  other  places.  Keeps  tirst-class 
stock  of  white  Leghorns  and  Cochins.  Both 
children  are  extraordinary  specialists  in  their 
line.  I'rof.  Hoffman  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  I,utheran  Church,  and  are 
citizens  of  whom  La  Crosse  may  justly  be 
proud.  The  Professor  is  a  member  of  tlie  L 
(>.  ().  1'.,  and  takes  little  interest  in  politics. 


-^^lyzruz 
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fOlLN  J.  ESC II.  attoi'ney.  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin.-  Of  the  many  prominent 
names  that  maki'  uji  the  strength  of  the 
Wisconsin  bar  is  that  of  Jnhn  J.  Escli,  who 
is  a  ton  of  Henry  and  Matilda  (Menu)  Esch, 
the  fatiiei'  a  native  nf  Westphalia,  (-^eiMuany, 
and  the  indther  of  St.  ('harles,  Missouri, 
though  iif  (u'rmati  pai'entage.  The  father 
was  foi-merly  a  groceryman.  but  is  now  re- 
tired. He  is  a  good,  honorable  and  reliable 
citizen,  being  in  every  way  worthy  of  the 
esteem  in  whicdi  he  is  held.  He  is  now 
sixty-five  years  of  age  and  the  mother  is 
fifty-fciur.  They  reared  li\e  children,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  .lohn  .).  is 
second  in  onleri'f  liirlli.  One  son.  Dr.  S.  H. 
Esch,  is  a  practieing  physician  in  Neillsville, 
Chirk  county,  Wiscnnsin ;  aiKither  son,  Will- 
iam A.,  is  ch'rk  in  a  grocery  >t<ire  at  Sj)arta. 
an<l  the  other  two,  (leorge  and  I'llla,  are 
attending  school. 

John  .J.   Escii  wa>    born  in   Monroe  county. 


Wisconsin.  .Mai-ch  "20,  18(}L  and  he  received 
his  earlier  education  in  Sparta  liigh  school. 
Later  he  entered  the  State  University,  classi- 
cal course,  class  of  1S82,  and  afterward 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  same  in- 
stitution, graduating  in  18 57.  In  July  of 
that  year  he  began  jiracticing  at  La  Crosse 
and  has  remained  here  evei-  since.  The  firm 
name  is  Winter,  Esch  &  Winter,  and  they 
have  been  doing  a  very  satisfactory  business. 
He  was  City  Treasurer  of  Sparta  for  one  term, 
was  Captain  of  the  State  Militia  there  for 
three  years,  and  he  has  just  resignetl  the 
office  of  Captain  of  the  Gateway  City  (-inards 
of  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Esch  was  married  December  2-t,  1889, 
to  Miss  Anna  Ilerbst.  the  third  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living,  born  to  the 
m;irriage  of  Fred  Herbst  of  Sjiarta.  She  was 
a  pupil  of  the  high  school  at  Sparta,  but  did 
not  finish  her  course.  Her  parents  are  still 
living  and  are  honored  residents  of  Sparla. 
One  child,  I'aul  IL.  has  blessed  Mr.  an.l 
Airs.  Esch'o  union.  l!oth  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Esch 
are  members  (.)f  the  ( 'ongregational  Church. 
Ml'.  Lsch,  like  all  the  members  of  the  Esch 
family,  is  a  stanch  llepublican  and  takes  a 
decided  interest  in  political  matters.  He  is 
a  i)ublic-s|iirited  citizen,  is  a  man  of  decided 
views,  and  not  only  stands  deservedly  high 
in  his  profession,  but  is  held  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  associates.  He  forms  warm 
personal  attachments  and  has  many  sincere 
friends. 

:p\.()N.  J.  J.  II()(4AN  has  bir  many  years 
\w\  ''•-'*'"  '^^  closely  connected  with  the  lead- 
■^M  ing  l)usiness  inten^sts  of  La  (-rosse  that 
a  history  of  the  county  would  be  incomplete 
without  an  extended  account  of  his  career, 
lie  i.s  a  son    of  James   and    llonora    I!.  (Mur- 
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rows)  Hogan,  the  father  being  a  native  of  St. 
Johns,  Newfoundland,  and  the  inotlier  liav- 
ing  lived  tliere  since  her  cliildhood.  James 
Hogan  was  captain  of  a  vessel  and  followed 
the  sea  for  forty  years;  he  commanded  the 
the  flag-ship  of  the  first  flour  fleet  that  went 
around  Cape  Horn  in  1849  to  the  gold 
"  diggins  ''  of  California;  he  was  an  employe 
of  tlie  large  shipping  house  of  Toban  &  Co., 
London  He  came  West  with  his  family  in 
1847  and  settled  them  in  Sheboygan  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  then  returned  to  the  water; 
he  was  born  in  1805  and  died  in  1882;  his 
wife  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
Thev  had  born  to  them  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time:  Stephen  B.,  an  agriculturist  of 
Ashland  county,  Wisconsin;  J.  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  and  Mrs.  N.  B.  Holway,  whose 
hustiand's  biography  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 

Mr.  Hogan  had  only  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  his  day; 
lie  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1857,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  laid  the  foundation  of  his  present 
prosperous  business;  the  village  was  a  small 
one,  quite  in  proposition  to  his  capital;  by 
wise  management  and  the  exercise  of  a 
naturally  good  judgment,  he  has  extended 
his  business  enterprises  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  this  section  of 
the  Slate.  He  owns  a  wholesale  grocery  and 
in  connection  with  this  operates  the  La 
Crosse  coffee  and  spice  mills,  manufacturing 
also  bakinir-powder  and  extracts;  he  is  vice- 
president  of  the  La  Crosse  Soap  Company, 
president  of  the  La  Crosse  Manufacturers'  and 
Jobbers'  Union,  and  deals  largely  in  hard- 
wood and  agricultural  lands.  He  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse  in  1875  and 
again  in  1876;  he  was  a  member  of  the  As- 
sembly in  1888,  and  was  re-elected  in  1890; 
during    the    term    of    1891    he    was    elected 


Speaker  of  the  House;  his  vote  in  his  district 
was  2,396  against  Alfred  Harrison,  I'epuli 
lican,  who  received  1,693  votes;  II.  G.  Miller, 
Prohibitionist,  received  180  votes.  In  his 
official  career  the  same  earnestness  and  candor 
have  been  exercised  that  have  marked  his 
private  business  transactions,  and  he  has  re- 
flected great  credit  upon  himself,  as  well  as 
upon  his  constituency. 

Mr.  Hogan  was  married,  December  24, 
1S63,  to  Miss  Amanda  Cook,  a  daughter  of 
E.  Fox  Cook,  of  Milwaukee,  a  prominent 
Deinocrat  and  a  lawyer;  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislatures  of  Michigan  and  also  of  New 
York  and  Wisconsin;  he  died  in  La  Crosse,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years;  his  wife  is  still 
living;  they  had  a  family  of  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hogan  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Gertrude  M.  is  a  graduate  of  Smith  College, 
Massachusetts;  Lulu  M.  has  completed  a  four 
years'  course  in  music  at  Smith's  College; 
John  D.  is  a  student  at  Canisiiis  College, 
Buffalo,  New  York;  James  C.  has  always 
attended  private  school,  and  is  now  a  pupil  of 
Prof.  Keynolds,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
educators  of  the  State. 

l^OBERT  CONEY,  who  has  the  honor  to 
fOT  be  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
"^^  of  La  Crosse  county,  was  Ijorn  in 
Athenry,  county  Gahvay,  Ireland,  in  1823. 
His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Alexander) 
Coney,  were  also  natives  of  IrelaTid,  and  lived 
and  died  tliere.  Robert  attended  school  until 
he  was  thirteen  \'ears  old.  Although  a  mere 
lad  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  World,  and  accordingly  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  New  Brunswick,  where 
his  uncle-in-law,  Mr.  French,  had  a  lucrative 
contract  for  furnishing  supplies  to  the  British 
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army  of  the  province,  assii^tiiig  him  in  his 
Inisiness  until  lie  was  twenty-one.  There  he 
was  variously  employed,  earning:  his  living, 
hut  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  that 
offered  to  gain  an  education.  He  continued 
there  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
returninij  to  Ireland  in  1S4-1:.  Tiiere  he  em- 
harked  in  the  mercantile  trade,  which  he  con- 
tiiHied  until  1S51.  The  attractinns  of  Amer- 
ica again  became  too  strong  for  family  ties 
or  native  land,  so  he  once  more  crossed  the 
sea.  and  after  this  arrival  here  he  settled  in 
New  York  city.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
Whit  lock.  Nichols  &  AYIiitlock,  wholesale 
grocers,  84  Front  street,  and  was  with  this 
tirn-i  three  years;  and  was  with  Hews,  Jenkins 
&  Chandler,  308  Broadway,  two  years.  The 
following  three  years  were  spent  in  Boston. 
Ma.<.saciiusetts.  where  he  was  purchasing 
agent  for  a  New  lirunswick  house. 

In  185s  he  joined  the  great  caravan  then 
moving  to  the  West,  and  stopping  in  Wis- 
ciinsin  lucated  in  Milwaukee.  He  secured  a 
situation  in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee tfc  St.  Paul  Kaiiriiad,  and  for  three 
years  followed  this  business.  In  18G1  he  re- 
moved to  La  Crosse,  and  was  employed  in  the 
shops  of  the  same  company  until  1888.  Since 
that  time  he  lias  not  been  actively  engaged  in 
any  liusiiiess.  l'"or  tjie  pa^t  four  years  he  lias 
been  .lii.-tice  of  the  Peace,  ami  for  one  term 
he  was  ,\ssessor  of  Campljell  township.  In 
all  tiie  walks  of  life  he  has  comlucted  himself 
with  uprightness,  and  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  in  evei-y  community  in  which  lie 
has  lived. 

Mr.  Coney  was  married,  in  1852,  in  Ni'W 
^'ork  city,  to  Miss  Mary  Creden,  an<i  of  this 
union  four  children  have  been  l)orn:  John  E. 
is  train  despatcher  for  tiie  Ciiicago.  Burling- 
ton A:  Northern  Paih-oad  at  i.a  Crosse; 
Pobcrt  is  a  niacliinist.  residing  at  Suinas 
city.  Wa>hiiigt(_in;  Anna  is  tiie  wife  of  (Jeorge 


Fisher,  of  La  Crosse,  and  the  motiier  of  one 
child,  Robert;  Emma  keeps  house  for  her 
father  and  brother.     They  are  all  members  of 

tlie  Catholic  Church. 


^?|^^    B.  CALAHAN.  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
-X^,      1851,  is  a  native  of  Peiinsyhania,  born 


■^i®  in  Montgomery  county,  December  30, 
1819.  His  parents,  John  and  Sarah  Calahan, 
wei-e  natives  of  the  same  State;  the  father  was 
a  wheelwright  by  trade;  he  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  paternal  grand- 
fathei-,  Hugh  Calahan,  fought  in  the  lievolu- 
tionary  struggle.  In  his  youth  our  subject 
had  but  few  educational  advantages,  and  it 
was  through  his  own  efforts  that  he  gained 
sufficient  knowledge  to  lit  him  for  the  duties 
of  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went 
to  learn  tile  carpenter's  trade,  and  followed 
this  occupation  during  his  residence  in  Penn- 
sylvania. In  184-1  became  West  to  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
for  one  year;  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  he 
determine<l  to  engage  in  agricultual  pursuits, 
which  lie  continued  three  years.  In  1848  lie 
went  to  Heart  Prairie  and  took  charge  of  tlie 
manufacturing  business  of  Rubier  &  Wiiit- 
ney:  this  he  conducted  successfully  for  two 
years.  In  1851,  as  before  stated,  he  came  to 
La  Cros?e;  thii  was  in  .lune,  and  after  a 
moiitii's  sojourn  he  returned  to  Heart  Prai- 
rie; in  the  fall,  however,  he  came  again  to 
La  Crosse  and  located  permanently;  until 
1859  he  was  engaged  in  general  building,  but 
he  tlieii  turned  his  attention  to  the  construc- 
tian  of  railway  bridges,  and  for  many  years 
was  employed  by  the  railroad  companies  hav- 
ing lines  traversing  the  Mississippi  valley; 
he  built  all  the  bridges  of  the  Turkey  River 
Railroad,  the  Chippewa  Valley  Railroad, 
the    Narrow    (Tauge     road     from     the     Mis- 
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sissippi  to  Preston,  Minnesota,  and  did  a 
lartje  amount  of  work  for  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  road,  and  assisted  in  the 
building  of  the  dock  at  Ashland  on  the  Lake 
Shore  road.  For  the  last  ten  years  he  has 
practically  retired  from  this  line  of  work.  In 
1890,  however,  he  superintended  the  con- 
struction of  the  driving  bridge  aci-oss  the 
Mississippi  at  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Calahan  has  not  confined  his  interests 
to  business  alone,  but  has  given  nmch  thought 
to  the  political  questions  of  the  day.  In  early 
days  he  was  a  Whig,  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Harrison;  since  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  he  iias  zealously 
supported  its  measures.  He  is  a  man  of 
sterling  traits  of  ciiaracter,  and  enjoys  tiie 
highest  regard  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
has  lived  so  many  years.  His  business  trans- 
actions have  been  of  unquestionable  fairness, 
and  won  him  a  patronage  as  truly  apprecia- 
tive as  it  was  wide-spread. 


fRANCIS  M.  SISSON,  a  resident  of  La 
Crosse  cotinty  from  early  infancy,  is 
numbered  amono-  the  reliable  agricult- 
nrists  of  Farmington  township.  He  was 
born  in  Walworth  county,  this  State,  March 
27,  1852,  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 
George  Sisson,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
the  county,  arriving  herein  December,  1851, 
and  in  May  the  next  year  removing  his  fam- 
ily to  their  new  home  on  the  frontier.  The 
father  was  born  in  Hampden  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, at  Wilbraham,  July  11,  ISOl,  the 
son  of  Augustus  Sisson;  and  the  latter  was 
born  at  Stouington,  Connecticut,  witnessed 
in  early  boyhood  the  battle  fought  there 
during  the  Revolutionary  vvf.r,  and  died  at 
Willoughby,  Ohio,  about  1848.  George 
Sisson    was    reared  as   a    farmer,    remaining 


in  New  England  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  livetl  until  1846.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Walworth  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1852  settled  in  Lewis  valley, 
obtaining  the  last  claim  in  the  settlement. 
Here  he  lived  for  forty  years,  witnessing  the 


wonderful    development 


the    natural  re- 


sources of  the  country,  bearing  the  privations 
and  hardship  of  a  pioneer  settler,  and  at  last 
reaping  the  reward  of  an  industrious  and 
lionorable  life.  He  was  married  in  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  to  Lucia  Ema- 
line  Bartholomew,  a  native  of  Goshen,  Con- 
necticut, and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Abliy 
Bartholomew.  Nine  children  were  born  of 
this    union:    Oscar  O.,  Margaret  M.,  wife  of 

A.  G.  Welch;  Oree  A.,  Olen  G.,  Selena  S., 
Olonzo  S.,  Fr.ancis  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  In  the  • 
late  war  four  of  the  sons  went  out  in  defense 
of  their  country,  as  follows:  (_)scar  ().,  who 
served  two  years  in  Company  I,  Eighth  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry,  and  live  years  in 
Company  F,  Second  United  States  Artillery; 
Olen  G.  and  Oree  A.,  members  of    Company 

B,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry  U)r  two  years; 
and  Olonzo  S.  belonged  to  the  same  company 
four  years. 

The  mother  of  tlie  above  family  passed 
from  this  life  in  1871,  leaving  her  husband, 
who  survived  her,  until  February  22,  1892, 
when  he  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years 
and  a  little  more,  up>in  tlie  homestead  where 
lie  had  lived  continuously  for  forty  years. 
The  remains  were  interred  in  the  Farmington 
cemetery,  beside  those  of  his  wife,  there  to 
await  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
just.  He  was  a  strong  Republican;  was 
chairman  of  the  first  Republican  committee 
of  Farmington  township.  For  many  years 
he  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Ejiiscopal  Church. 
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Francis  M.  Sisson  was  reared  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer  in  tliis  county,  receivinjj  iiis  educa- 
tion in  tiie  Common  sciiools.  He  >pent  ten 
winter.-  in  the  Wdnds  and  on  tiie  dri\e,  wliere 
he  was  a  capable  and  valued  hand.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years  he  niarrieii  Miss 
Marian  McPherson,  a  native  <d'  Trempealeau 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  a  dauirhterof  Edward 
and  Polly  (nillaker)  McPherson.  Two 
hrnthers  of  Mrs.  Sisson  were  soldiers  in  the 
late  war,  and  lost  their  lives  in  tlie  service  of 
their  country:  their  names  were  Napoleon 
and   Peter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisson  are  the  parents  of 
three  ehililreii:  (;e<.iri';e  and  Nellie  ^fay,  who 
are  liviuLf.  and  Jennie  Kai-hel,  who  dii'd  at 
the  acre  of  two  years  and  three  months.  She 
wa^  a  hriLfht  and  heautiful  child,  and  her 
death  was  a  sad  trial  to  their  parents.  Mr. 
Sisson  owns  the  old  homestead,  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Lewis  valley;  it  consists 
of  130  acres,  in  a  state  of  hii^h  cultivation, 
upon  which  a  part  of  the  village  of  Miudoro 
is  located. 
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fOIIX  .V.  ELLIOTT,  a  meniSer  of  the 
well  known  wholesale  li<jn')r  tirm  of 
Elliott  i\:  Callihaii,  of  La  Cro~se.  Wis- 
consin, was  boni  in  Ii.va.  Feliruary  7.  lS(;-2, 
to  Andrew  and  Mary  (Mc(iiiiii:aii)  Ellintt, 
they  ln'ing  also  iiatix'es  of  the  Hawkeye 
State.  Tiie  father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  lead 
miner,  died  in  ISSS,  at  the  age  of  sevcuty-toni- 
years,  hut  his  wiijow  still  survives  him  and  is 
an  honored  and  respecte  1  resi>leMt  of  the  State 
of  her  hirth.  She  is  now  in  her  si.Kty-sixth 
year,  and  is,  as  was  her  husband,  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  CMiurcdi.  Her  ehildri'o  ;ire  as 
follow-:  .  Katie,  John  A.  and  Ilciiry  .M . :  the 
latter  a  resident  of  I)nke,  .Montana.  Katie 
is  deceased.      John  .\.  Elli<.tt  lirst  started  out 


in  life  at  the  acre  of  nineteen  years  as  a  school 

teacher,  but  at  the  end  of  one  teiau  hetran 
clerkine-  in  a  riothine-  establishment,  and  one 
yeai'  later  entei-ed  a  liquor  establishment  in 
the  same  eajiacity.  In  lSS2he  opened  a  wine 
house  of  his  own  in  Farley,  Iowa,  and  two 
and  one  half  years  later  l>ecame  associated 
with  Mr.  Callihau  in  the  same  business  in 
the  city  of  La  Crosse.  From  the  start  tliey 
have  l)een  successful,  beinir  enabled  throngli 
their  connections  to  obtain  pure  goods.  They 
have  conducted  their  business  on  the  elevated 
plane  of  mercantile  honor,  and  beinjr  practi- 
cally conversant  with  it  they  liave  made 
their  liouse  a  re[iresentati\'e  one. 


CHAEL   CALLIHA.X    i,-  a  member 

-«^^^  wlicJesale  liquor  dealers,  of  La 
Crosse,  Wiseotisin,  and  they  have  a  reputa- 
lion  unsurpassed  in  tlie  United  States  for  the 
quality  of  their  goods,  the  purity  of  which  is 
unquestioned.  Mr.  Callihau  was  born  in 
Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  August  23,  1858,  to 
-lolin  and  ilai'y  (Foley)  Callihau,  who  were 
born  m  the  Emerahl  I>le.  They  now  reside 
in  l)iibu(|ue  county,  Iowa,  and  i>f  a  family  of 
eleven  children  boi-n  to  them  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  fourth.  In  ISTs  Miidiael 
Callihan  beoan  working;  on  a  railroad  in  Col- 
oi-ado.  and  for  some  time  was  employed  in 
the  shops  at  Denvei-  and  Lead\ilh',  and  later 
held  the  ])osition  of  tireman  on  a  train  for 
aliout  o/ie  year  .and  a  hall'.  After  some  time 
spent  in  Farley.  Iowa,  in  the  employ  of  Mc- 
(iee  it  Co.,  he  formed  his  present  partnership 
wiih  .Mr.  Elliott,  .and  fi'om  December,  1S84, 
until  June.  ISM),  they  sohl  groceries  and 
liquors  at  Farh'V.  In  the  Last  mentioned  year 
they  moved  to  La  Crosse;  and  beiran  business 
with  a  small   (■.•ujital    and   a  small    stock,  and 
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tliey  now  carry  a  full  line  of  imported  ami 
domestic  wines  ami  li(juors,  which  are  han- 
dled both  in  bulk  ami  in  cases.  Their  stock 
is  now  valued  at  about  $10,000,  and  they  do 
twice  the  business  of  any  like  estalilishnient 
in  the  city. 

Mr.  Callihan  was  married  September  3, 
1889,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Francis 
Knbely,  of  Dyers ville,  Iowa.  They  have  one 
child,  a  bright  and  promising  little  girl 
named  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callihan  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Cal- 
lihan has  been  traveling  for  the  firm  over 
Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  South 
Dakota,  and  in  business  circles  he  is  highly 
regarded  for  his  integrity  and  ability. 

(B      ...  .^     S).  .    .    ■ 

fADWALADER  COLDOON  WASH- 
BURN, Governor  of  Wisconsin. — John 
Washburn,  Secretary  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, in  England,  settled  at  Duxbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1631,  and  became  wealthy  and 
prominent.  Israel  Washburn,  the  next  in 
line,  became  a  Captain  in  the  Rovolution,  a 
member  of  the  General  Court,  and  sat  in  the 
convention  which  ratified  the  Corstitution  of 
the  United  States.  Israel  Washburn,  Jr., 
father  of  Governor  Washburn,  born  at  Rayn- 
hara,  Massachusetts,  in  1784,  was  equally 
prominent,  and  lived  until  187H,  and  to  see 
his  large  family  of  sons  more  successful  in 
private  and  public  life  than  any  other  of 
equal  number  in  the  Union. 

The  mother  of  Governor  Washburn  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Benjamin,  who  settled  in 
Massachusetts  in  1032,  and  was  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  Cambridge.  Her  ancestors 
served  the  Colonies  and  the  infant  Union 
with  no  less  zeal  and  distinction  than  those 
of  her  husband.  So  there  was  good  stuff  in 
Governor  Washburn,  who  was  born  at  Liver- 


more,  Maine,  on  April  22,  1818,  where  his 
father  owned  a  farm  and  general  store.  lie 
lived  at  home  until  183o,  wfirking  on  the 
farm  ami  attending  the  town  school  In  1835 
he  entered  a  store  at  Ilallowell,  then  a  cul- 
tureiJ  and  thrifty  town,  where  he  enjoyed 
unusual  social  and  business  opportunities. 
During  the  winter  of  1838-"3'J,  he  taught 
the  chief  school  at  Wiscasset,  and  with  the 
money  thus  earned  set  out  ea'-Iy  in  the  spring 
of  1839  for  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  His  first 
stopping  place  was  in  the  village  of  Daven- 
port, where  he  tauLfht  a  private  school  for 
three  m(_>nths.  On  the  day  following  the  close 
of  school  he  took  a  position  with  David  Dale 
Owen,  on  the  Iowa  Geological  Survey,  which 
Congress  had  just  ordered  to  he  made. 

In  the  winter  of  1839-''40,  young  Wash- 
burn went  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  ami  began 
the  study  of  law  with  a  former  friend  in 
Maine,  Joseph  B.  Wells.  At  the  election  of 
1840  he  supported  General  Harrison,  and 
was  himself  elected  to  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  Rock  Island  county.  In  March,  1842, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  Mr. 
Washburn  established  his  residence  in  Min- 
eral Point,  Wisconsin,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  and 
began  the  pi-actice  of  his  profession.  In 
1844  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Cyrus 
Woodman,  for  some  years  agent  of  the  New 
England  Land  Company,  and  gradually  the 
linn  of  Washburn  &  Woodman,  having  now 
an  aljundance  of  capital,  abandoned  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  gave  attention  exclusively  to 
entering,  purchasing  and  selling  land,  perfect- 
incT  titles,  locating  Mexican  land  warrants, 
and  transacting  a  general  financial  and  land 
business. 

In  1852,  on  the  invitation  of  (iovernor 
Farwell  and  Justice  Harlow  S.  Orton,  Mr. 
Washburn  went  to  Madison  to  assist  in  fram- 
ino-  a  general  bankinir  law,  umler  which,  when 
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euacteil,  liis  linn  ujh'ikmI  tin*  MiiuTal  I'<iiiit 
liank.  Tliis  in>titiiti()ii  stood  tin-  test  of  all 
Jinaticial  reverses,  never  suspended  specie  nay- 
merit,  and  when  finally  its  affairs  were  wound 
up,  paid  every  <lollar  of  liability  in  gold  and 
tilver. 

In  March,  1S-"J5,  Mr.  Woodman  retired 
from  the  firm,  leaving  its  immense  affairs  to 
he  manaired  entirely  by  Mr.  ^yashburn,  who 
had,  at  the  previous  Xovember  election,  en- 
tirely without  solicitation  and  against  his 
will,  tieen  elected  to  Congress  by  the  Repub. 
licans,  theti  just  organized.  On  taking  Ids 
seat  he  met  his  brothers.  Israel  from  Maine, 
and  Elihii  B.  from  Iliiuois,  both  of  whom  had 
been  first  elected  to  Congress,  like  himself.  ;it 
the  age  of  thirty-six  years;  and  during  tlie 
ensuing  si.x  years  these  three  strong  brothers, 
from  three  different  States,  occupied  seats 
together,  and  impressed  tlieir  united  strength 
upon  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

In  1S61  the  committee  of  thirty-three  on 
the  state  of  liie  Union,  of  which  (Tovernor 
Washburn  wasamember,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  making  slav(M-y 
perpetual.  lie  joined  with  .^[r.  Tappnn,  of 
Vermont,  in  a  minority  report  airainst  the 
jiroposed  amendment,  and  against  any  con- 
cessions whatever  of  liberty  to  slavery,  or  in 
favor  of  secession. 

fn  March,  1801,  (iovmior  Washburn  re- 
moveil  to  l,a  C'ros-e.  but  had  hardly  settled 
down  to  attend  to  his  enormous  jjrivate 
interests  before  he  saw  that  the  cause  of  the 
Union  deman<led  all  the  men  and  means  at 
the  command  of  the  North.  He  therefore 
raised  the  Second  IJegiment  of  Cavalry,  was 
commis.-ioned  Colonel,  and  reportdl  for  duty 
on  October  10,  ISCl.  It  i«:  imposMble  to 
follow  hei-e  his  military  (]jjerati(.iis  in  di'lail. 
He  became  a  Majnr-Ceneral  on  .Novnnbcr  21), 
1862,  and  until  he  resigned,  in  .May.  1S(;5, 
was   an    active,    daring   atid    succes.-ful    com- 


mander. One  of  his  notable  feats  was  reduc- 
ing, with  ;in  inferior  force,  the  bomb-proof 
Works  at  I'>|ieranza,  Texas,  ami  historical 
Works  on  the  war  declare  him  to  iiave  been 
one  of  the  very  best  district  coininandcrs  in 
the  army.  Like  Grant,  he  never  turned  back, 
and  never  \'oy  a  moment  lost  faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate triumpli  of  the  Union  army. 

In  1800,  Mr.  Washliurn  was  again  elected 
to  Congress,  and  re-elected  in  1868.  At  the 
close  of  his  last  term  :n  Congress,  in  1871, 
the  Kepublii'ans  brought  him  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  and  he  was  elected 
over  James  11.  Doolittle  by  10,000  majority. 
His  administration  was  quiet,  able  and  econ- 
omical, and  very  useful  to  the  people  of  tlie 
State.  In  1878,  he  was  renominated,  but 
the  high-tide  of  Grangerism,  general  dis- 
satisfaction with  railway  charges,  and  hard 
times  conspired  to  his  defeat  by  William  E. 
Taylor.  This  ended  Governor  Washburn's 
official  career,  though,  in  1875,  as  he  had 
been  in  1861  and  ls09,  he  was  an  unsuccess- 
ful candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate. 
After  the  destruction,  in  1S78,  of  his  great 
n)ill  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
early  ami  principal  owners  of  the  St.  Anthony's 
Falls  AVater  ]'(jwer.  he  went  to  Europe  for 
the  pui'])ose  of  studying  the  various  processes 
(d'  makino'  Hour.  .As  a  i-esult  he  was  the 
first  to  introduce  into  .Vmerica  the  Hun- 
garian roller  system,  and  what  is  known  as 
the  patent  process  of  j)roducing  flour,  and 
made  his  new  mill  the  largest  and  best  in  the 
world. 

(Governor  Washimrn's  charities  were  noi)ly 
and  nuMiestly  be>towed — Washburn  Observa- 
tory to  the  Wi.-con^-in  State  University,  at 
Madi>on:  Peojilc's  l,ibr;iry.  in  La  Crosse; 
Minneapolis  Orphans'  .Vsylum,  in  memory  of 
his  mother;  his  beautiful  home  ami  ground 
at  Kdgwood,  near  Madis.)n.  to  the  Catholic 
Sisters,  the  State  having    refused    to    accept 
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it  for  public  purposes,  and  luiilieroiis  lesser 
gifts.  He  died  of  paralysis,  superinduced 
by  a  complication  of  diseases,  at  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas,  on  May  14,  1882,  aged 
sixty-four  years. 

fLBERT  FILKINS  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  La  Crosse  county,  havinir  settled 
here  as  early  as  1856.  He  is  a  native 
of  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  born  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Ann  Eliza  (Van  Der  Cook)  Filkins.  His 
father  was  a  fanner,  and  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812;  his  grandfather, 
Jacob  Filkins,  also  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  was  probably  a  descendant  of  the 
English  family  bearing  his  name,  who  settled 
in  this  country  in  Colonial  days.  Ann  Eliza 
Van  Der  Cook  was  a  daughter  of  Gilbert  Van 
Der  Cook,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812;  his 
progenitors  belonged  to  the  Knickerbocker 
stock  of  New  York. 

Albert  Filkins  was  reared  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  worked  tliroughout  the  State  of  New 
York  as  a  journeyman.  He  spent  one  year 
in  Belvidere,  Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of- 
1855  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  tiie  following 
year  located  here  permanently.  He  erected, 
among  many  other  structures,  the  Exposition 
Building,  the  Wheel  &  Seeder  Works  and 
the  State  street  engine  house. 

Mr.  Filkins  was  married  in  this  city,  to 
Miss  Mary  .E.  Pierre,  a  native  of  Saratoga 
county.  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Parmelia  (Huling)  Pierre,  who  emigrated 
to  this  county  from  the  State  of  New  York 
about  the  year  1854.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fil- 
kins  has    been    born    one    son,    Rockwell    E. 


Filkins,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in 
business.  Our  worthy  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  ihiilders'  Exchange,  and  used  every 
effort  to  assist  in  its  oi'ganizatiim  and 
to  make  it  a  jicrmanent  atfair.  lie  lielongs 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church,  to  which  lie  con- 
tributes a  liberal  support. 


j^JIRISTIAN  PEDERSON,  of  the  firm 
¥K  of  Hillstad  &  Pederson.  clothiers.  La 
^"1  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is  a  nati\'e  of  Nor- 
way. He  was  born  in  Gausdal  parish,  near 
Lillehammer,  in  the  southern  part  of  Central 
Norway.  November  27.  1850,  a  son  of  Peder 
J.  Brettingen  and  Caren  (Knutsen)  Bret- 
tingen.  The  father  is  a  fanner,  as  also  were 
most  of  his  ancestors,  some  of  them,  however, 
being  artisans.  In  1868.  Peder  J.  iSrettingen 
came  to  America  with  his  family  of  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  and  settled  near 
Cashton,  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  now  resides. 

Christian  Pedersoi:  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  obtained  a  good  education.  At  tiie  age 
of  eighteen  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  tiie  gen- 
eral merchandise  business  at  Soarta,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  there  remained  about  six  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1875  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and 
clerked  for  Gutman  Brothers,  by  whom  he 
was  employed  until  tlie  spring  of  1882,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  N.  G. 
Hillestad,  which  relation  still  continues. 

Mr.  Pederson  was  married,  in  Sparta,  to 
Miss  Malla  Johnson,  a  native  of  Eidsvold, 
near  Christiania,  Norway.  They  have  three 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Bella,  Philip,  Clem- 
ent and  Christian.  The  family  worship  at 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  liberal  in  re- 
ligious matters.  Mr.  E'ederson  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Norden  Society,  of  which  he 
has  served  officially  on  different  occasions  as 
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its  lionored  president,  and  also  as  treasurer, 
lie  is  associated  witli  the  I.  O.  ().  F.,  Nor- 
iiianna  Lodire.  liavin<.''  passed  all  the  ehaii-s  of 
that  order,  am!  being  a  member  of  the  (iraiid 
Lodge  of  AVi>e(iiisin ;  is  also  a  memlier  of 
tlie  Kehekah  degree  lodge.  While  he  is 
proininent  in  business  and  fratei-nal  circles, 
he  has  always  declined  to  accept  public  office. 

fO.  .STOREY.  Assistant  Postmaster  at 
La  Crosse.  AVisccmsin,  was  originally 
^  "  from  Norway,  his  birth  occurring 
March  21,  1863,  and  eaine  with  his  parents. 
Charles  and  Pauline  Storey,  to  the  United 
States  in  Novemln-r,  1S70.  His  fathei-  was 
an  ordinary  laborer,  working  in  sawmiMs  and 
on  the  rivci-.  He  died  of  consumption  the 
day  that  President  (iartield  was  .--hot,  when 
but  tiftytwo  years  ot'  age.  He  was  a  great 
admirer  of  (iarfield,  and  oui-  subject  tohl  him 
of  the  assassination  not  five  mitiutes  before 
Ills  death  I  Jle  was  a  hard-working  and  an 
honorable  man.  lie  was  a  mt  inber  of  the 
.N'orwegiaii  Lutheran  Church,  and  liis  wife, 
who  is  an  lionored  and  esteeu:ed  re.-ident  of 
'J'acoma.  Wa.^bington.  is  ak-o  a  member  of 
that  church.  She  is  now  about  1ift\-  years  of 
ae-e.  Of  the  eiglit  e'dldren  born  to  tlK'ir 
union,  J.  <  *.  Storey  i:-  si cond  in  oi-dei-  of 
birth. 

'i'lie  latter  receivec]  a  good,  prartical  edu- 
cation in  the  eommoii  >rh<_iols,  and  .-upple- 
)nent(^d  the  Siime  by  attending  the  Wallace 
15nsincss  ('<.>llege  of  l.a  ( 'i-os>i'.  from  which 
he  graduated  in  lSs7,  lie  iii-.--t  ln-oan  work- 
ing for  himself  as  a  herder  ot  cattle  for  Ml'. 
IL  Goddard.  lumberman  of  l,a('ro.~>e:  was 
promoted  team>ter.  and  tinidly  bcc;ime 
salesman  in  the  lumbei'  vard.  lie  was  in 
the  t'mploy  of  ^Ir.  (b,rld;ird  for  thirteen 
years,  si.\   years   as    bookkeeper   and    general 


managei-  of  his  North  Side  business,  which 
was  (juite  a  responsible  position.  He  bciran 
on  50  cents  a  day.  and  in  this  way  kept  his 
mother  and  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
Mr.  Storey  has  been  twice  nominated  for 
ollice,  first  for  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  the 
county;  but  the  whole  ticket  was  defeated, 
though  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  only  one 
man  getting  more  votes  than  he.  His  second 
nomination  was  for  the  office  of  City  Clerk, 
and  although  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  he 
was  defeated  again.  He  was  the  only  man 
who  cai-ried  his  own  ward.  After  being 
recommended  by  .Mr.  R.  .\.  Scott,  the  Post- 
master at  La  Ci-osse,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Postmaster-General  to  his  present  position 
in  January.  1890,  and  has  filled  that  position 
with  honor,  credit  atul  acce])tability  ever 
since.  He  is  dii'ecttir  ami  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Home  Mutual  Loan  Builditig 
Association  of  La  Crosse. 

He  was  married  December  S,  18^8,  to  Miss 
L.lla  Yi.  Folmer.  daughter  of  Captain  J.  C. 
Polmer.  of  l.a  Crosse,  a  steamboat  captain 
and  an  old  i-e.-ideiit.  Mr.  Storey  was  partner 
ami  owned  one-half  interest  in  the  Duncan  it 
Storey  livery  barn  at  La  Crosse,  but  sold 
out  on  receiving  his  p|-esent  appointment. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoi-ey  are  the  happy  parents 
of  two  interesting  children:  Susie  Pauline 
and  liessie  ( >telhi.  11  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyteri.'iu  Cburcli  of  the  Xorth 
Siile.  and  are  well  resjiecteil  by  all  wh<i  meet 
them.  Mr.  Storey  is  a  member  of  the 
Knie-hts  of  Pythias,  and  is  Past  Chaiu'ellor 
of  the  same.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Re- 
])nblican,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
called  the  -'I'.ov  Politician. "'  He  and  family 
ne\cr  lecogiii/.e.  a~  many  Norwegians  do.  the 
17th  of  May,  but  they  honor  the  day  and  the 
lai:d  of  their  birth.'  though  like  "all  good 
Aniei'icans  they  claim  the  4th  of  ,luly  as  the 
natiou.al    holid.ay.  and  the  stal's  ami  stripes  as 
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their  flag.  Mr.  8torey  is  a  man  of  intellect, 
and  is  possessed  of  natural  Itiisiness  acumen. 
He  is  one  of  the  j)roinising  younu;  men  of  the 
county,  and  his  influence  has  ever  been  given 
in  support  of  educational,  social  and  moral 
interests. 

IsgsflLLIAM  E.  LOCKERBY.— The 
ThmOI  ^'^'^i''^''  political  and   Inisiness   history 

l^^i^  of  this  section  is  filled  with  the  deeds 
and  doings  of  self-made  men,  and  no  man  in 
La  Crosse  county  is  more  deserving  the  ai)- 
pellation  than  Mr.  Lockerbj,  for  lie  marked 
out  his  own  career,  has  steadily  followed  it 
up  to  the  present,  and  his  success  in  life  is 
due  to  his  own  earnest  and  persistent  en- 
deavors. 

He  was  born  in  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  Au- 
gust 22,  1856,  his  parents,  M.  L.  and  Desiah 
(McCurdy)  Lockerby,  being  residents  of  Man- 
kato,  Minnesota.  M.  L.  Lockerby  has  been 
a  successful  farmer  and  business  man,  but  is 
now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life  and 
is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Rebellion,  was  Corporal  of  his  company, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry.  During  the  three 
years  that  be  was  in  the  service  he  was  with 
General  Grant  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  second  day's  fight 
at  Fredericksburg  he  "^as  quite  severely 
wounded  and  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  some  time  after.  He  returned 
home  with  a  shattered  constitution,  but  with 
the  consciousness  of  having  ])erformed  every 
duty  faithfully  and  well.  He  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  much  preferring  the  quiet  of 
home  life  to  the  questionable  honors  of  poli- 
tics.    He  and   his  wife  have  long  been  mem- 


bers of  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Clinrch,  and 
reared  a  family  of  seven  children  to  honor- 
able manhood  and  womanhood,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  wtis  tlie  first  in  order 
of  birth. 

After  remaining  on  the  home  farm  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  William  E.  Lockerby 
entered  the  Normal  School  at  Mankato,  Min- 
nesota, and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1S71.  Succeeding  this  he  worked  as  a  tele- 
graph operator  at  Medford,  Wisconsin,  for 
two  years;  then  he  and  several  others  joined 
together  and  formed  a  new  county  under 
Governor  Taylor's  administration,  and  he 
was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  he  again  sought  railroad  work,  and 
came  to  La  Crosse  as  Assistant  Train-Dis- 
patcher under  John  M.  Eagan,  of  the  South 
Minnesota  division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee &  St.  Paul,  but  later  resigned  this  posi- 
tion to  accept  that  of  station  agent  at  Lanes- 
boro.  In  October,  1882,  he  resigned  this 
situation  and  took  the  position  of  private 
secretary  for  J.  C.  Easton,  and  the  following 
December  he  and  Mr.  Easton  removed  to  La 
Crosse,  of  which  city  they  have  since  been 
residents.  Mr.  Lockerby  has  identified  him- 
self with  the  affairs  of  the  city  and  county, 
and  is  prominently  connected  with  many 
leading  enterprises.  He  has  proven  himself 
an  alile  financier,  and  is  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable valuable  property  in  Dakota  and 
Minnesota,  as  well  as  in  La  Crosse.  In  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1890  he  organized  a 
stock  company,  obtained  subscriptions  to 
the  amount  of  $15,000,  and  organized  the 
present  La  Crosse  Inter-State  Fair  Associa- 
tion, and  by  his  enterprise  and  good  manage- 
ment pushed  this  undertaking  to  a  successful 
issue.  This  association  is  for  industrial,  agri- 
cultural and  mechanical  exhibits,  and  all  gam- 
bling and  pool-selling  are  prohibited,  and  in- 
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toxicants  are  not  sold  in  or  neai-  the  grounds. 
Tlie  result  is  tliat  the  best  of  order  prevails, 
no  drunkenness  or  disorder  is  observed,  and 
during  the  two  fairs  of  the  organization 
not  an  arrest  was  made.  The  citizens  of  La 
Crosse  are  intelligent  and  far-seeing,  and  look 
ujion  this  enteipi'ise  as  a  factor  of  their  ])rus- 
perity,  ami  hack  it  with  both  pui'se  and  in- 
fluence. The  tine  stock  exhibits  in  tlie  ex- 
position buildings  have  been  eipial  to  the 
same  at  many  of  tln'  State  faii-s,  and  ]\[r. 
Lockerl)y  may  well  feel  proud  nf  the  enter- 
jjrise  he  has  established  on  so  sound  a  Ijasis. 
B.  E.  Edwards  is  the  efficient  president,  and 
the  other  ofKcers  are  equally  conscientious 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
J.  \V.  Losey  is  vice-president;  W.  E.  Lock- 
erby,  secretary,  and  II.  P.  ilagill,  treasurer. 
He  is  a  lover  of  good  horses.  In  1801 
purchased  a  tine  st3ndard-l)red  and  registere 
mare  for  driving  purposes.  She  has  a  tine 
action  an<l  is  one  of  the  best  bred  horses  in 
tlie  Northwest:  her  pacing  reconl  of  2:80 
was  made  in  1S9U.  She  is  now  eight  years 
of  age,  and  in  1891  raised  a  fine  colt  which 
is  standard- bred  and  registered.  His  name 
is  Prince  Ilvswood,  No.  15,709;  his  dam  is 
r.rown  Nell,  and  his  sire  Kyswood,  No.  4,526. 
Mr.  Lockcrliy  has  always  been  an  ardent  Re- 
]>ubliean,  and  sucially  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
().  K. 

He  was  niarried  Se]it('nilH'r  7,  l^Sl,  tu 
iliss  Elma  i.e  (iros,  dauglitei-  uf  Charles  aixl 
The(|()ra  Le  (iros,  of  Waupaca,  Wisconsin. 
iMrs.  Lockerby  is  a  <'ultured  and  refined  lady, 
and  for  several  years  was  a  student  in  the 
Northwestern  Cnivei^ity  at  Kvanston,  and 
later  was  a  successfid  teacher  in  Wisccjiisin. 
Her  father  was  of  Frencli  extraction,  of  noble 
lineage,  and  the  fainily  coat-of  arms  is  still 
preserved.  Mr.  Le  Gros  was  a  sohlier  in  the 
Kehellion.  and  after  his  return  home  died 
from  di.-ea.~e  contracted   while    in  the  >ci-vice. 


Mrs.  Lockerby  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Epis^-opal  (hurch,  and  in  the 
quartette  choir  of  this  church  .Mr.  Lockerby 
is  the  tenor  singer.  In  their  beautiful  home, 
surrounded  by  numerous  triends,  and  with 
their  little  daughter  Avis,  they  enjoy  a  well 
deserved  prosperity,  and  their  home  has  be- 
come noted  for  the  uidniunded  and  gracious 
hospitality  that  is  extended  to  all.  Mr.  Lock- 
erliy  ma<le  his  own  ..tart  in  life,  and  knows 
how  every  dollar  that  he  now  enjoys  was  ob- 
taineii.  He  is  a  man  of  much  energy  and 
force  of  character,  is  personally  very  popular, 
jind  his  amiable  disposition  and  courteous 
manner  have  made  him  a  favorite  with  all. 


■^ 


UY  C.    PRENTISS,  attorney  and  coun- 
at  law,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was 


born  at  Georgia,  Franklin  county,  Ver- 
mont, January  11,  1S21,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
.Maria  (Hill)  Prentiss;  the  father  was  a 
native  of  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire,  and 
the  mother  of  ifiddlebury.  Vermont.  The 
early  life  of  Judge  Prentiss  was  spent  in  the 
schools  of  Vermont  and  in  his  father's  mills, 
Joseph  Prentiss  owning  at  that  time  a  lum- 
ber, flour  atul  oil  mill  at  Georgia,  Vermont. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  young  Prentiss 
enterecl  a  store  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  as  a 
clerk,  and  continued  there  four  years.  In 
1844  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  F.  G.  Hill,  at  Jericho,  Vermont, 
and  at  the  end  of  two  years  went  to  I'urling- 
ton,  where  he  entered  the  otHce  of  Jacob 
.Maeck;  there  he  reniained,  juirsuing  his 
studies  until  September.  1847.  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  then  opened  an 
otlice  in  Burlington,  ]iracticing  there  until 
1849,  when  he  was  eiiiploye<l  as  assistant 
attorney  with  the  lion.  David  A.  Smalley; 
this  relation  t'xisfed    until   1S52,  when  JiidiiC 
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Prentiss  came  to  Portage,  Wisconsin,  and 
entered  into  a  partnersliip  witli  Judge  Lnther 
8.  Dixon,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Wisconsin;  tlie  partnership  with 
Judge  Uixon  continued  until  1857,  and  was 
then  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Judge 
Prentiss  then  practiced  alone  until  1869,  when 
he  and  Israel  Holmes  entered  into  business 
relations,  which  continued  until  1871,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Holmes  removed  to  Chicago. 

In  1858  Judge  Prentiss  was  elected  Judge 
of  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  the  court 
then  having  civil  jurisdiction.  In  1872  he 
came  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  resided; 
almost  all  of  this  period  he  has  been  Court 
Commissioner.  He  has  been  a  very  active 
attorney  for  many  years,  has  been  employed 
by  several  corporations,  and  has  practiced  in 
nearly  every  county  in  the  State.  He  has 
gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  wise  counselor 
and  highly  successful  attorney.  Advancing 
years  have  seemed  to  dictate  less  active  life, 
and  the  Judge  has  aecejited  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  city^  a  position 
he  still  holds.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
legal  practice  in  the  State,  and  owns  one  of 
the  finest  libraries,  an  excellent  selection  of 
works  pertaining  to  the  profession. 

Judge  Prentiss  has  been  twice  married ; 
his  first  union  was  to  Mrs.  Rachel  Adams,  a 
native  of  Johnstown,  New  York;  one  child 
was  born  to  them.  Guy,  Jr.,  a  civil  engineer 
by  profession.  Mrs.  Prentiss  liad  one  daugli 
ter  by  her  first  marriage,  Nettie  Adams,  a 
graduate  of  the  Fox  Lake  Female  Seminary; 
for  several  years  she  taught  music  in  La 
Crosse,  and  was  married  to  James  L.  Bracken, 
a  banker  and  provision  dealer  in  Tama  City, 
Iowa.  In  1875  Mrs.  Prentiss  died  of  a  lin- 
gering illness.  In  January,  1877,  the  Judge 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Hankerson,  his 
present  wife;  by  her  former  marriage  she  had 
two  children:    F.  H.,  the  eider  son,  is  assist- 


ant cashier  of  the  La  Crosse  National  Ijank; 
he  has  had  tlie  distinction  of  being  chosen 
aid-de  camp  to  Governor  Peck,  with  the  rank 
of  Colonel;  Arthur  P.  is  the  second  son. 

In  politics  Judge  Prentiss  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  although  he  is  inclined 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment  in  the  selec- 
tion of  his  own  candidates  at  the  polls. 


e|EV.  ROLLO  BRANCH,  one  of  the 
|¥  most  prominent  and  capable  members  of 
"^N^  the  ministry  in  La  Crosse  county,  is  the 
pastor  of  the  West  Salem  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  born  in  Cortland  county. 
New  York,  September  6,  1854,  and  is  a  son 
of  Enoch  D.  and  Matilda  (Mynard)  Branch, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Cortland  county 
and  was  widely  and  favorably  known;  he  set- 
tled on  his  land  in  1813,  and  bravely  met  all 
the  vicissitudes  with  which  the  path  of  the 
pioneer  was  beset.  Possessed  of  unusual 
ability  he  was  a  leader  in  all  movements  cal- 
culated to  develop  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try and  aid  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county; 
he  was  a  man  of  liberal  views  npon  all  ques- 
tions, and  of  superior  mental  attainments. 
He  held  many  of  the  township  offices,  dis- 
charging his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  constituency,  a  fact  made  evident  by 
his  continued  re-election  to  office.  His  death 
occurred  in  June,  1875.  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  His  wife  is  still  living,  with  powers 
of  ijoth  mind  and  body  well  preserved,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They  had  born  to 
them  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
survive. 

The  Rev.  Rollo  Branch  is  the  youngest  of 
the  seven.  He  received  his  education  in 
Casnovia  Seminary,  where  he  completed  his 
course  in   the  class  of  1878.      Ilaxinii;  deter- 
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mined  tu  devote  his  life  tu  the  ministry,  he  I  ahout  one-fourtii  of  the  time  he  was  in  the 
entered  Auburn  Tiieoiogical  Seminary,  and  snniiy  elime.  His  stren^tli  returned  and 
for  three  years  pursued  a  course  of  study  laid  before  he  left  the  coast  lie  wa.-  fully  restored 
down  by  that  institution;  by  1S85  he  had  to  health.  His  tirst  work  after  this  was  in 
finished  this  work,  and  had  also  j^iven  es-  the  pine  regions  of  Wiscon>in  at  llarri»\)n 
pecial  attention  to  some  subjects  not  re(juired  and  Tari-ish,  where  be  did  mission  work 
for  graduation.  In  1875  he  be^an  preachino;.  among  the  lumbermen.  At  the  end  of  one 
and  did  evangelistic  work  until  IST'.I,  when  year  he  came  to  We.-t  Salem,  in  January, 
he    commenced     regular     ministerial     work.      ISUl. 

L)urini;  the  years  1S7U  and  LSSO  he  filled  the  Mr.    liraneb   wa>   married  in  iSTi)  to  Miss 

pul|jit     at     Texas    valley.     New     York,    and      Klla    L.    Lincoln,    a    daughter    of    AVait    and 
then   went    to  Miindan,    Dakota,  where  lie  or-      Melissa  (Munsey)  Liiu-olii,  residents   of    Vir- 
ganized   the   first    church    on    the    Northern  |  gil,  New  York.      Of   this  union  two  children 
Pacific  road  west  of  the  Missoui-i  river.     He  :  have  been  born:  Ned  and  Carrie, 
had    this    work   iu    charge  for  two  years,  and  Mr.  I!i-anch  is  an  honored   member  of  the 

then  returned  to  New   York,   wliere  he  sup-     I.  O.  ().  F. 
plietl    the   pulpit  of   the  church  of  his  native 

town  until  the  opening  of  the  term  at  Auburn,  |  ->-j|^3;-f^(^-r^E|<^- 

New    Yiu-k.      During    the   tirst    an<l    second 

years  of  his  course  he  did  mission  work  in  X-rTIl.LIAM  AliTHUK  LESTKU,  M.  D., 
the  city  of  Elmira.  holding  five  services  on  i/\/  who  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
the  Sabbath  day.  and  keejiing  U])  his  studies  C^^^^-i  itig  practitioners  of  La  (.'rosse  county, 
in  the  seminary.  Hi>  health  failed  under  is  the  subject  of  the  following  biographical 
this  strain,  and  be  lost  about  half  of  the  ,  tuitice.  He  was  born  at  Bristol.  Kendall 
senior  year:  but  he  was  able  to  finish  the  county,  Hlinois,  March  20.  LS5G,  and  isasou 
Work  with  hi.-  class.  During  his  last  few  I  of  Dr.  G.  L'..  and  Elizabeth  Caroline  (Hunt) 
months  at  the  seminary  he  tilleil  the  pulpit  i  f^ester.  The  father  was  a  native  of  St.  John, 
at  Socliis,  Wiiyne  county.  New  York,  to  New  I'runswick.  born  of  Scotch  j)arents;  he 
which  he  was  called  in  May.  lsS5;  he  ac-  |  was  one  (d'  the  pioneers  of  ICendall  county, 
cepted  this  work,  I'emainine-  there  two  years,  I  Illinois,  and  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  in 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  ^vent  to  Kedfiehl,  1  the  community;  he  was  also  the  first  station 
Oswego  County,  New  York.  Here  he  la-  ;  agent  of  the  Chicago,  liiirlingtiui  iV:  (^luincy 
bored  two  years,  when  his  health  ;igain  failed,  railroad  at  IJristol:  later  in  life  he  studied 
and  be  was  obliged  to  i-elin«[iiish  ministerial  medicine  and  became  a  vei'v  ,-killfid  physi- 
duties.  In  order  to  give  himself  an  <ippor-  cian.  Iteiiben  Hunt,  the  maternal  grand- 
tunity  to  grow  stronger  be  took  an  easier,  father,  was  an  atto'-ney  of  considerable  talent; 
charge  at  Orwell,  N<'W  \drk.  where  he  ;  his  son,  a  bi-otherof  Mrs.  Lester,  is  a  practic- 
preached  every  alternate  Sabbath.   'I'he  decline     iug  physician  in  Chicago. 

of    liis    physical    forces    continued,    however.  Dr.    JA^ster    acipiired    a   thorough    literary 

ami  the  result  was  that  a  trip  to  California  ;  education,  antl  in  LSTti  began  the  study  of 
was  determined  upon;  he  remaiiU'd  there  medicine  under  his  father;  he  worked  faith- 
fourteen  months,  and  as  soon  a^  he  began  to  fully  and  industriously  until  he  was  fitted  to 
impi'ove  he  took  up  some  work,  a?id  preached     enter  liusb  Nft'dical  College;  he  was  graduated 
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from  this  institution  in  February,  1881.  He 
entered  at  once  into  practice  in  Oswego, 
Illinois,  but  in  tiie  fall  of  1881  came  to 
Wisconsin;  he  located  at  Whitehall,  where 
he  resided  until  1884  and  then  came  to  Ona- 
laska.  Here  he  has  won  a  reputation  as  a 
careful,  painstaking  physician.  He  is  well 
read  on  professional  and  popular  subjects, 
and  keeps  fully  altreast  of  ihe  times  on  all 
lines.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  belouLrs  to  the  school  board.  He  is 
health  officer  of  the  town,  and  is  very  capable 
in  this  position. 

The  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  Jan- 
uary 25,  1886,  at  Galesville,  Wisconsin,  to 
Miss  Maud  Moultun,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  P. 
G.  Moulton. 


fB.  GRIGG,  secretary  of  the  La  Crosse 
Lumber  Company,  was  born  in  Phila- 
®  delphia,  Pennsylvania,  August  12, 
1862,  a  son  of  Horace  H.  and  Helen  V. 
(Harmstead)  Grigg,  both  natives  of  the  City 
of  Brotherly  Love.  The  father,  upon  the 
solicitation  of  his  uncle,  the  lion.  Samuel  D. 
Hastings,  emigrated  to  the  West,  and  from 
1853  to  1859  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
and  banking  business  in  La  Crosse.  While 
in  La  Crosse  Mr.  Grigg  took  active  part  in 
the  stirring  events  of  those  times,  and  being 
a  gentleman  of  recognized  and  fine  business 
ability  he  soon  rose  to  the  front  and  created 
a  large  business,  becoming  possessed  of  con- 
siderable property.  He  was  a  biiilder  of 
towns  and  a  pine-land  owner,  and  was  identi- 
fied with  the  establishing  of  tlie  now  pi-os- 
perous  city  of  Superior,  this  State.  In  this 
work  he  was  associated  with  the  Ereckin- 
ridges  of  Kentucky,  and  many  other  promi- 
nent Southern  and  Eastern  gentlemen.  His 
possessions    were     scattered    tlirough     seven 


counties  in  Wisconsin  and  two  in  Minnesota. 
His  aftairs  were  immensely  prosperous  until 
the  dark  financial  times  of  1858-"59  came 
upon  the  whole  country,  when  with  thousands 
of  others  his  business  was  crushed  and  his 
fortune  was  lost.  He  then  returned  to  Phil- 
adelphia and  embarked  in  the  wholesale  drug 
business,  which  he  conducted  until  his  death 
in  1871,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years. 
During  the  late  civil  war  he  gave  his  service 
in  defense  of  the  flag  of  his  country  and  en- 
listed in  the  Corn  Exchange  Regiment,  an 
organization  made  up  in  Philadelphia;  he 
was  doing  duly  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
when  his  failing  health  necessitated  his  dis- 
charge, a  little  less  than  one  year  from  the 
time  of  his  enlistment.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  assisted  in  the 
building  of  the  Masonic  Temple  of  Piiiladel- 
phia;  he  was  also  a  meralier  of  the  La  Crosse 
lodge,  and  took  his  demit  when  lie  returned 
to  the  East.  He  was  well  known  in  La 
Crosse  and  during  his  residence  here  was 
associated  with  some  of  tlie  most  prominent 
men  of  the  State;  he  was  [:)Ossessed  of  great 
public  spirit,  and  was  a  decided  acquisition 
to  all  circles  of  La  Crosse.  In  early  youth 
he  received  a  thorough  mental  training  and 
was  a  classmate  of  the  silver-tongued  orator, 
Daniel  Dougherty. 

Mr.  Grigg  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children:  Frank,  the  oldest,  was  drowned 
while  fishing  in  the  Black  river;  H.  II., 
Mary  V.,  J.  B.,  our  subject;  Ida  C.  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy.  J.  B.  Grigg  received 
his  education  at  Girard  College,  Philadelphia, 
and  then  went  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  si.x  years.  In  February, 
1884,  he  abandoned  this  occupation  to  accept 
his  present  position  with  the  La  Crosse  Lum- 
ber Company,  in  which  he  has  proven  him- 
self worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his 
ability  and  his  uprightness  and  integrity. 
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He  was  luiiteil  in  marriage,  March  8,  1887, 
to  Miss  Belle  Morrison,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Mori'isou,  a  furiner  resident  of  Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania:  he  died  at  Sunset,  Colorado, 
while  prospecting  in  that  region  in  18S5;  his 
wife  died  in  1878;  they  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Grigg  is  the  young- 
est. Mr.  atid  Mrs.  Grigg  are  tiie  parents  of 
three  children:  Helen  V.,  Horace  tl.  and 
]\rartha  B.  Mr.  Grigg  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  of  the  Ilejmblican 
party,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  issues 
of  that  liody. 

fDWARD  TRITTON,  a  irerchant.  Post- 
master and  Town  Clerk  uf  Burns,  was 
horn  in  county  Kent,  England,  May  C), 
18'25,  a  son  of  Ste])hen  and  Anna  (Hawkatt) 
Tritton,  natives  of  the  same  place.  The 
father  brought  liis  family  to  thernited  States 
in  June.  1^25,  locating  in  New  York  city. 
ami  two  years  later  removed  to  Esse.x  county, 
same  State. and  subse(|uenlly  to  Willsborough, 
Essex  county,  where  he  <ii('d  many  years 
later.  The  parents  had  twehe  chiMren,  six 
of  whom  survive,  namel}-;  Caleb,  ]\[ary  and 
Eleanor,  in  Boone  county,  Nebraska;  Joshua 
resides  in  this  c(.iunty;  and  Timotliy,  at  the 
liead  of  Lake  (ieorge,  New  YovV.  Their 
eldest  son,  Stephen,  was  a  >olilicr  in  the  late 
war,  was  taken  jirisoner  at  Shilob,  and  died 
in  the  iiri^on  at  ^[acon,  (xeorgia.  Another 
son,  'j'lioinas,  died  in  Huron,  South  Dakota, 
in  1^^2.  The  remainder  of  tlic  idiiidren 
were:  Bet.-v>  who  marrii'd  Mr.  (iold;  Annie, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Helm:  and  two  boys  who 
died  when  .small. 

Mr.  Tritton,  our  subject,  was  i-eared  to 
farm  life,  and  eilucated  in  llie  .seniinar\'  at 
Wot  I'oultney.  ^'ermont.  and  also  taught 
school    four    terms    in    New    1  ork.      In    tlie 


spring  of  1852  he  came  to  Sun  I'rairie,  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin,  twelve  miles  from  Madi- 
son, where  he  taught  school  two  winters,  and 
also  worked  on  a  farm  during  the  summers. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1854,  settling  in 
Burns  township,  one-half  mile  south  of  his 
present  location,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  1881,  Declining  health  then 
caused  him  to  give  up  that  occupation,  and 
he  engaged  in  his  present  business.  Mr. 
Tritton  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1882, 
which  position  he  still  holds,  and  also  keeps 
a  general  stock  of  merchandise.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Town  Clerk  since  the  spring  of 
1882.  He  was  married  October  21,  1851, 
to  Mary  'Walker,  who  was  born  in  Elburg, 
Vermont,  July  4,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Chester 
Walker,  deceased.  Of  their  four  children, 
two  still  survive,  viz.:  Cassius  H..  who  lives 
in  Monett,  Missouri,  married  Lauia  Scafe, 
and  has  two  children:  U.  T.  and  an  infa:it 
girl:  and  Jennie  A.,  who  marrieil  Harvey 
Morey,  of  Lyons,  Colorado,  an<l  also  has  two 
children:  Clyde  and  an  infant  girl.  lielig- 
iously.  Mr.  Tritton  is  a  member  of  the 
Sec(jnd  Adventist  Christian  Church,  and 
politically,  a  Republican. 


E()R(iE  L.  WILI.EV.  -New  Ilamp- 
'*^  shire  has  given  to  La  Crosse  county, 
'^JC^  \Visconsin,  many  estimable  citizens, 
but  she  has  contributed  none  iriore  highly 
resiiected  or,  for  conscientious  discharge  of 
every  duty  in  every  relation  of  life,  more 
worthy  of  respect  and  esteem  than  Mr. 
Willey,  who  is  one  of  the  progressive  and 
enterprising  farmersof  this  section.  lie  was 
born  in  Carroll  county.  New  Hampshire,  in 
.Xjiril,  1829,  to  Stephen  and  Tabitha  (Lewis) 
Willey,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Ilaui])- 
shire,  and  the   latter  of   Maine.      The   father 
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was  a  prosperous  New  England  farmer,  and 
died  the  same  day  on  whieli  ['resident 
Lincoln  breathed  his  last,  April  15,  18(35,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  They 
were  ardent  and  devout  church  members, 
and  the  father  was  a  deacon  in  the  Baptitt 
Church.  His  brother,  Samuel  Willey,  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  were  killed  by  an 
avalanche  on  the  White  Mountains,  which 
was  caused  by  the  bursting  of  a  cloud  in 
August,  about  seventy  years  since.  It  occur- 
red about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  two  of 
their  servants  were  buried  alive.  Hearing 
the  noise,  they  realized  their  danger,  and  left 
the  house  to  secure  a  greater  place  of  safety, 
and  thus  met  their  death.  Their  house-dog, 
which  was  fastened  in  the  cellar,  was  unin- 
jured, and  proved  very  serviealile  in  tindincr 
the  dead.  All  tlie  bodies  except  two  were 
found  after  several  days'  hard  work,  and  the 
mother  was  found  clasping  her  babe  to  her 
breast.  The  house,  which  is  a  log  one,  is 
still  standing,  and  being  near  a  summer  re- 
sort is  visited  annually  by  thousands  of 
people.  It  is  al)0ut  twenty  miles  from  North 
Cotiway.  The  children  born  to  Stephen  and 
Tabitha  (Lewis)  Willey  are  as  follows:  Sam- 
uel, who  died  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Barlin, 
now  living  in  La  Crosse;  George  L. ;  Sarah 
P.,  wife  of  Joseph  Dole.  She  died  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three  years;  Ann,  aged 
fifty-five,  is  the  wife  of  John  II.  Hale,  of 
Minnesota;  and  Catherine,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

George  L.  Willey  commenced  by  teaching 
school  in  New  Hampshire,  but  this  calling 
he  followed  only  a  short  time,  his  next  occu- 
pation being  to  drive  a  pleasure  carriage  near 
Boston  for  two  years.  He  next  came  to 
Wyota,  AVisconsin,  in  1849,  and  durinw-  tiie 
one  year  that  he    remained    there    he    was  a 


shoe-cobbler.  In  the  spring  of  1850  he, 
with  twenty-five  others,  started  on  the  over- 
land route  for  California,  the  journey  occu- 
pying seven  moutlis.  He  walked  2,000  miles 
barefooted,  because  he  had  no  shoes.  After 
having  the  mountain  fever  for  about  six 
months,  lie  engaged  in  minitig,  and  in  this 
business  was  cpiite  successful.  At  the  end 
of  three  years  he  returned  to  New  Ilamp- 
shii'e,  with  much  experience  and  a  fair  share 
of  gold  as  well.  After  a  short  visit  there  he 
returned  to  Wisconsin  in  1854,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  La  Crosse  county,  containing 
640  acres,  which  he  still  owns.  It  is  located 
in  Onalaska  township,  and  is  ct inducted  by 
his  two  sons.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
County  Supervisor,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  Salibath-school  superintendent  at  Mid- 
way. 

Mr.  Willey  and  his  faithful  wife  have 
worked  with  untiring  effort,  and  by  industry 
and  frugality  have  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence  for  their  declininc^  years.  He 
was  married  in  1S55,  in  Onalaska,  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Nutting,  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Clara  Blackweil  Nutting,  of  Maine.  They 
came  West  in  1855,  and  after  a  two-years 
stay  in  Madison,  settled  in  Onalaska.  Their 
family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willey  have  the  follow- 
ing children:  Horace  G.,  on  the  home  farm, 
is  married  to  Mahala  Robins,  and  has  three 
children:  George, Grace  and  Stephen:  Jewett, 
also  on  the  home  farm,  is  married  to  Emma 
Kruger,  and  has  two  children:  Ada  and 
Lester;  Ansel  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years,  and  was  married  to  Ella  French; 
Samuel  was  accidentally  killed  at  the  age  of 
twenty-thi-ee  years,  by  a  i-unaway  horse.  He 
was  breaking  a  colt,  which  threw  him,  his 
foot  clinging  to  the  stirrup.  He  died  in  1890. 
The  next  child  died  in  infancy,  unnamed; 
Elva  is   attending   the   public   schools   of   La 
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Crosse,  ifr.  and  Mrs.  Willey  have  been 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  many 
years.  He  takes  but  little  interest  in  politics, 
but  when  he  has  the  chance  votes  the  Prohi- 
bition ticket. 


^UANK  \.  KITTEU  is  a  man  wli.ui, 
t^p^  nature  seems  to  have  S]>eciall3'  desio-ned 
*^  to  lie  a  farmer,  for  he  has  met  with 
more  than  an  average  degree  of  success  in 
jiursuing  that  calling,  and  owing  to  his  de- 
sire to  keej«  out  of  the  beaten  patli:  and  to 
his  adoption  of  new  and  improved  methods, 
togetiier  with  industry  and  good  judgment, 
he  is  at  present  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm 
of  120  acres.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1839,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  this  country 
with  his  parents,  Minard  an<]  Lena  (Zegler) 
Kitter,  and  with  them  settled  in  Jefferson 
county,  Wisconsin;  hut  in  ISSS  the  parents 
removed  to  Waukesha  county,  where  the 
father  died  the  same  year,  and  the  motluM-  in 
IS'JO.  I'Vank  X.  liitter  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  then  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  until  1801 
worked  among  the  farmers  of  Jefferson  and 
Rock  counties,  the  three  subsequent  years 
being  s])ent  in  the  same  capacity  in  La  Crosse 
county.  I'>y  frugality,  for  which  his  country- 
miMi  have  ever  been  fanieii,  he  had  by  this 
time  saved  enough  money  to  cnalile  him  to 
purtdiase  eighty  acres  of  land  in  ,-ection  It), 
Washington  township,  since  which  time  he 
has  purchased  forty  acres  moi-e,  making  his 
present  farm.  He  has  a  comfortable  frame 
residence,  a  large  basement  biirn,  other  con 
veiiient  out-buildin<f6  for  stock  and  grain,  and 
a  tine  wiiiil    j)unip. 

lie  \va>  inarrieil  in  1^7^,  to   M  iss  ( 'hi-istina 
SchatVer,  dauo-litcr  of    John    I'.,    and     l''ci-onia 


(Fink)  Schaffer,  who  came  to  the  L^iiited 
States  from  Germany  in  1854  and  resided  in 
La  Crosse  county  until  their  respective  deaths 
in  188'J  and  1886.  This  couple  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  one  son  and  three 
daughters,  all  residing  in  La  Crosse  with  the 
exception  of  I^Irs.  Kitter.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  liitter  lias  been  blessed  in  the  birtli 
of  live  children:  John,  Jacob,  ALaggie,  Emma 
and  Louisa.  Mr.  Kitter  has  held  nearly  all 
the  offices  in  the  town  of  A'ewberg,  and  is  at 
jiresent  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. He  has  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  in  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
offices  he  has  held  he  has  displayed  clear  in- 
tellect and  unsullied  integrity.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Kitter  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  do  their  share  in  forwarding  all  church 
enterj)rises. 


Wa.  (iri):\Il'NI)S()X.  one  of  the  most  re- 
%  \/ff  liable  merchants  of  West  Salem,  La 
^?r'®  Crosse  county,  is  a  native  of  Norway, 
and  was  born  May  12.  185S.  His  ])arents, 
Hans  and  Bolethe  Gudmundson,  are  natives 
of  the  same  country,  and  are  now  residents  of 
La  Crosse  county.  They  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1871.  The  father  is  a  farmer  and  con- 
ducts his  agricultural  operations  with  rare 
intelligence.  The  family  consisted  of  four 
children:  Kena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
vears,  was  the  wife  of  Mi-.  I\'arce:  .\nna 
married  .Alexander  Johnston;  the  subject  of 
this  notice  is  the  tliird-born;  and  Caroline^ 
who  is  at  home,  is  the  youngest.  Mr.  (Tud- 
mundson  remained  under  tlu'  jiarental  roof 
until  1884,  assisting  his  father  in  his  farm 
work.  When  he  left  homo  it  was  to  engage 
as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  business  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Ale.Xiindei-  Jiilmston.  He 
served    in    this  capacity   for   three  year>,  and 
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then  clerked  in  a  general  store  in  P>elinont, 
Iowa,  until  1889,  when  he  enga(2;ed  in  l)usi- 
ness  for  hiinself,  opening  a  stock  in  the  store 
which  he  now  occupies.  Ho  carries  a  full 
line  of  general  merchandise,  valued  at  $5,000. 
He  has  won  a  fair  share  of  tlie  patronage  of 
the  town  and  surrounding  country,  and  his 
success  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  his  con- 
siderate and  courteous  treatment  of  his  cus- 
tomers. 

Mr.  Gudmundson  has  established  a  repu- 
tation for  honorable  and  upright  dealing  that 
lias  won  the  confidence  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. In  April,  1891,  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  tiio  town,  a  position  he  is  amply  able 
to  fill.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  public-spirited,  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  believing  it  every 
man's  duty  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid 
advance  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  December  5, 
1888.  to  Miss  Tilda  Johnston,  a  daughter  of 
John  J.  Hoixven,  and  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children:  James,  Andrew,  Nettie,  Ella,  Knud 
(deceased),  Lewis,  Charles,  Martin,  Tilda, 
and  Lena  (deceased).  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gud- 
mundson have  been  born  two  children:  Milia 
died  at  the  Pge  of  live  months  in  1890,  Lloyd 
J.  being  the  only  living  child.  The  parents 
are  consistent  memlters  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 


fV.  DEININGEE.,  hotel  proprietor  and 
gardener,  and  an  enterprising  business 
"  man  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  this  city, 
in  1859,  to  the  union  of  Valentine  and  Chris- 
tina Deininger,  who  emigrated  td  this  country 
from  Bavaria  in  1850.  The  parents  both  died 
inLaCrosse,  thefather  in  1872  and  the  mother 
in  1889.  J.  V.  Deininger  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth    in    La  Crosse,  and    received 


his  education  in  the  buplic  schools  of  the 
same.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  had  to 
commence  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and 
he  worked  on  a  farm  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  learned  brick-making,  working  at 
this  during  the  summer  months,  and  during 
the  winter  seasons  he  was  in  the  pineries 
until  1884.  lie  then  rented  his  mother's 
farm  for  five  years,  and  in  1889  moved  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  worked  at  the  cooper  trade 
nearly  two  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
secured  some  land  in  section  KX  Shelby  town- 
ship, and  in  April,  1891,  he  erected  a  neat 
brick  cottage  for  a  dwelling,  and  a  large  frame 
building  attached  for  an  hotel  and  hall.  Mr. 
Deinii!ger  is  a  genial,  social  gentleman,  is 
well  liked  l)y  all  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
townsmen,  and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
He  has  held  office  in  his  town.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1887,  to  Miss  Hannah  Pfluger, 
daughter  of  John  Pfluger.  of  La  Crosse,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  two  chil- 
dren: Matilda  and  one  unnamed.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Deininger  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  La  Crosse. 


tICHARD  W.  DAVIS,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Bangor  Independent,  was 
born  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  August 
1,  1870,  the  son  of  Rev.  Henry  and  Catharine 
(Morris)  Davis,  natives  of  Wales  and  Wauke- 
sha, Wisconsin.  The  parents  ]ia<l  five  chil- 
dren; Hugh,  of  Kane  county.  Illinois;  Katie, 
Arthur,  Richard  and  Henry.  The  latter  ilied 
at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  father  came  to 
the  United  States  in  18t>fi,  settling  in  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  until 
1869,  and  then  removed  to  Kane  county,  Illi- 
nois. In  1871  he  went  to  Riley  county, 
Kansas;  in  1877,  to  Osage  county,  same 
State;  in   1883,  to    Williamsburg,    Iowa,  and 
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in  the  spring  of  1890  to  Bangor.  lie  is  the 
present  pastor  nf  the  "Welsli  Congregational 
Church. 

The  snbjeet  of  tliis  sketcli  was  eilncated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  also  in  the  Iowa 
College  at  Grinnell.  He  learned  the  printer's 
trade  at  Williainshnro;,  Iowa,  and  for  three 
and  a  half  years  worked  on  the  'Williams- 
hiiri^r  Journal,  and  also  on  the  North  Eng- 
lish Record  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  18U0 
lie  came  to  Bangor  and  purchased  the  Bangor 
Indej)ende7it,  which  he  has  made  a  live-cohnnn 
quarto,  with  a  good  lil)eral  patrnnage. 

rf^VAN  K.  ROBERTS,  a  dealer  in  grain. 
■-■  rfl  lumber,  building  material,  machinery 
"^  real  estate  and  live-stock  and  also  pro- 
prietor of  a  grain  elevator,  Bangor,  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  La  llrosse  county.  lie  was 
burn  in  North  Wales.  May  19,  1^34,  a  son  of 
Evan  Roberts,  deceased,  a  native  of  the  same 
country.  The  father  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States  in  1851,  settling  near 
I'ortage.  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  after 
wliicli,  in  1852,  he  came  to  Bostwick  valley, 
this  couirty,  in  what  is  now  liarry  township, 
eight  miles  east  of  La  Crosse.  It  was  then 
wild  .and.  i'.diabited  lun.-tly  by  Indians  and 
wild  animals. 

Evan  Iv..  our  subject,  went  to  La  Crosse  in 
1850,  and  was  engaged  in  freighting  until 
1858,  when  he  returned  and  rented  'he  home- 
stead two  years,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Bostwick  valley  and  remained  there  twtdve 
years.  lie  then  came  to  Itangnr,  and  the 
second  year  here  lie  bought  the  I'angor  Ibnir- 
ino-  mill,  which  he  operated  three  or  fuur  yeais, 
and  iluring  this  time  he  established  a  lumber 
yard  and  built  elevators.  He  ln>gan  dealing  in 
stuck  about  ten  years  ago,  and  now  does  a 
lar-'C    business.      He   has    held    the    olHce   of 


Constable,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  many  years,  also  Chairman 
(if  the  Count v  Board  one  year,  has  iieen  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  the  past 
fifteen  years,  and  is  now  M-rving  liis  si.Kth 
year  as  director  of  the  board,  ot'  which  ho  was 
also  treasurer  several  years. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married,  .May  9,  1858,  to 
Mary  Pierce,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Pierce, 
deceased.  They  had  three  children:  Mary, 
Jane  ami  Erank.  The  moth  r  died  October 
9,  ist;9.  after  which,  Eebruary  23,  1871.  the 
father  married  Jane  Morris,  and  they  had 
two  children:  Hugh  E.  and  Luther  J.  Mrs. 
Eoberts  died  January  23,  18's6,  and  he  was 
again  married,  in  April,  1890,  to  Mrs.  Maggie 
E.  Jones.  She  had  one  son  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, Vaughn  E. 


fOll.X  H.  UA HI.,  dealer  in  general  mer- 
chandise. Burr  Oak,  Wisconsin,  is  one  of 
the  well-known  and  successful  business 
men  of  the  county  of  La  Crosse.  He  came 
to  this  county  in   1870. 

Mr.  Dahl  was  born  in  Norway  in  1853, 
son  of  Hans  Hanson  and  Martha  (Olson) 
Dahl.  He  attended  school  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  receiveil  a  fair  educa- 
tion. While  ^till  a  youth  he  wa>  employed 
in  taking  care  of  horses.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land, 
cro>sed  the  ocean  and  landed  at  (Quebec,  from 
thence  coming  across  the  lakes  to  ^lilwaukee, 
Wiscimsin,  and  li'om  there  to  La  Crosse 
connty.  He  found  enipl.iyment  on  a  farm  at 
Half- way  creek,  and  worked  there  one  season. 
The  following  winter  he  obtained  a  situation 
with  11.  llolmboe  in  a  store  at  Oiialaska.  In 
the  fall  ot  ls71,lie  went  to  Mindoro,  clerking 
for  .Mr.  llolmboe  five  years.  In  1870  he 
traveleil    e.Nteiisively    throughout    the    AVest, 
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and  tlie  following  year  formed  a  partnership 
with  A.  C.  Hanson  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business,  at  Rockland,  and  in  1879  the 
firm  moved  to  Mindoro,  where  they  did  a 
successful  business  until  1885.  That  year 
Mr.  Dahl  sold  out  to  his  partner.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1886,  he  purchased  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise  from  John  Scanelton  of  Burr 
Oak,  and  has  since  betn  conducting  a  pros- 
perous business  hei-e.  He  erected  a  store 
building,  24x60  feet,  in  which  he  carries  a 
general  line  of  well  assorted  goods,  and  does 
a  business  that  averages  $18,000  per  annum. 
In  the  spring  of  1891  he  built  a  creamery, 
23  X  40  feet,  with  an  addition,  16  x  22  feet, 
which  he  has  equipped  with  all  tlie  nioilern 
machinery,  run  by  an  eight- horse-power 
engine.  The  past  four  months  he  has  made 
600  tubs  of  l)utter.  Besides  his  business  in- 
terests at  Burr  Oak,  he  also  has  a  general 
merchandise  store  at  West  Salem. 

Politically  Mr.  Dahl  is  an  active  and 
enthusiastic  Democrat.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Committee  several  times, 
and  has  served  as  Town  Treasurer,  and  filled 
other  minor  otiices.  A  man  well  informed 
on  the  general  topics  of  the  day,  broad  and 
progressive  in  bis  views,  honorable  in  all  his 
business  dealings,  and  frank  and  cordial  with 
his  fellow  men,  lie  is  a  most  wortlij  and  ]iopu- 
lar  citizen. 


tBPwVM  TOWSON,  an  honored  and  re 
spected  citizen  of  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  Schoharie  county,  July  10, 
1824,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  jNIary  (Krank) 
Towson,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  mother  died  when  Abram  was 
three  days  old,  and  he  was  then  taken  by  his 
grandfather,  John  Towson,  by  whom  he  was 


reared.  AVlien  he  was  a  lad  f  fit'tcen  years 
his  grandfatlier  died,  and  he  was  then  thrown 
upon  his  own  responsiljilitj.  lie  had  been 
trained  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and 
followed  this  calling  for  many  years.  In  IStil, 
when  there  was  a  call  for  men  to  go  to  the 
defense  of  the  Union,  he  enlisted  iu  the 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavahy,  Company  B,  and 
and  served  until  some  time  in  1863,  when  his 
eyes  became  inflamed  so  seriously  that  he 
secured  a  furlough  and  returned  to  his  home 
for  a  season;  he  bad  been  in  the  hospital  in 
St.  Louis  for  a  month  previous  to  bis  de- 
parture for  home.  He  lost  his  sight  entirely 
for  two  years,  and  tlien  thr(iugli  Dr.  Berry, 
an  oculist,  the  sight  of  one  eye  was  restored; 
in  a  surgical  operation  the  optic  nerve  of  the 
other  eye  was  destroyeil.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  June,  1863,  and  in  July  his 
sight  was  gone;  it  was  not  until  June,  18(i5, 
that  be  consulted  Dr.  Berry.  To  one  who 
has  never  suffered  the  loss  of  sight,  it  is  im- 
possible to  convey  an  idea  of  the  joy  ex- 
perienced upon  the  restoration  of  that  sense, 
and  Mr.  Towso'i  proved  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  During  his  army  life,  he  did  not  spend 
a  single  cent  of  his  pay,  but  sent  every  dollar 
to  his  family;  the  money  he  used  for  himself 
was  earned  1)V  doing  extra  guard  ur  other 
duty;  this  is  a  rather  i-emarkable  fact,  and  is 
worthy  of  record.  Wiien  he  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  (Tovernment  he  had  §!400  and 
a  house  and  lot,  but  after  the  payment  of  his 
doctor's  l.iill  be  lacked  §40  of  paying  his 
account.  He  then  went  to  work  for  David 
Wright,  a  man  who  had  sliown  liini  much 
kindness  during  his  affliction;  be  was  in  bis 
employ  for  more  than  four  years,  and  during 
this  time  managed  to  accumulate  a  small 
amount  of  money;  he  purchased  a  team,  and 
worked  on  a  farm  for  two  years,  having  rented 
the  land.  By  industry  and  wise  management 
he  succeeded  in  buying  the  land  on  which  he 
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now  live^;;  lie  built  a  comfortable  little  lioiise 
and  as  lii.-;  means  increased  added  to  the 
home  cotnforts.  enlarged  the  dwellintr.  ami  is 
now  one  of  the  most  cc)ntented  and  thrifty  of 
laborinir  men  of  the  community.  Captain 
J-iishop  of  Company  B.  was  a  most  consider- 
ate friend  to  Mr.  Towson,  and  did  much  to 
relieve  the  tedium  of  his  sightless  days. 

Mr.  Towson  was  married  January  1,  188-i, 
to  Miss  Nancy  M.  Howe,  a  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Bromafjen  Howe  of  New  York. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union: 
Elvira,  ileceased,  married  ().  Van  Etten,  and 
they  had  two  children;  Jessie,  deceased,  and 
Gertrude;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  Lyman 
Allen  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Aithur, 
who  is  also  deceased.  Hotii  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Towson  are  members  of  the  I)aptist  Clnirch. 
Politically  our  subject  adheres  to  no  party  or 
platform,  but  casts  his  suffrage  for  the  man 
best  suitf'l  in  his  estimation  to  till  the  office. 
He  is  a  man  of  quiet,  unassuming  manners, 
ami  possessed  of  thtise  sterling  traits  which 
win  the  respect  ot   the  entire  c;oniniunity. 


tE  ROY  P.OWEX.  of  -ection  10,  Burns 
township,  and  utie  df  the  oldest  settlers 
iKiw  living  in  Biirnhiun  valley,  was  lioi-n 
in  Marcellus,  Onondaga  cuunty,  Ni'W  York, 
November  18,  1S14.  His  father,  Elijah 
Eowen,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  uf  I'^l'J:  and  liis  mnthtM', 
Sylvia  Eoster,  was  a  daugiiti'r  of  ^Villiam 
Eoster,  a  pioneer  of  Onondaga  county,  and  a 
soldier  of  the  Ilevolntiou  iry  wir.  Our  snii- 
jfct's  grandmother,  i'atty  llowen,  n,-'t-  Cody. 
was  a  sister  of  John  ('ndy,  and  the  latter  was 
the  grandfather  of  William  E.  C(i(ly,  the 
noted  "P.utialo  Pill"  nf  to  ilay.  Mi-.  Powen's 
grandfather,  Elijah  Powen,  was  burn  in 
Chc.-hii'.'.  MassjiL'lnisi'tts,  in  IT-^O,  und   was   a 


soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  was 
also  the  first  settler  in  Marcellus  townsliip, 
Onondaga  couiity.  New  York.  Our  sniiject's 
])arents  had  nine  children,  only  two  of  whom 
survive:  Le  Koy  and  Almenm,  both  of  this 
township. 

LePoy  Powen  was  a  carriage  and  sleigh 
maker  in  New  York  for  twenty-live  years, 
and  also  owned  a  farm  at  the  same  time.  He 
came  to  "Wisconsin  with  his  family  in  the  fall 
of  1849.  stripping  first  in  White  Water,  and 
later  traveled  through  AVisconsin.  Iowa  and 
other  points.  In  March.  1853.  he  came  to 
this  county  and  entered  eight}-  acres  of  laml 
where  lie  now  lives,  laying  his  father's  land 
warrant  on  eighty  acres,  and  later  entered 
eighty  acres  moi'e  for  himself.  He  now 
owns  319  acres,  where  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  i)rouobt  his  family  to  this 
county  in  the  fall  of  lS-j3.  ami  his  parents 
came  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  lived  with  him 
until  death,  the  father  dying  in  January, 
18()1,  and  tlie  mother  in  18fi3.  Mr.  Powen 
was  present  at  the  organi/.ati(jn  of  Purns 
township,  which  was  named  for  e.\-Lieuten- 
ant-Cjovernor  Purns,  and  was  also  town 
chairman  eight  years  and  town  treasurer  one 
year  He  is  a  member  of  the  (-Jrange.  at 
Pangor,  and  altliough  not  a  church  member 
he  has  strong  faith  in  Cod  or  the  Kuler  of 
the  I'niverse.  When  he  first  canie  to  this 
county  he  lived  in  a  shed  covered  with  grass, 
atid  his  wife  cooked  out  of  doors,  but  later 
they  built  a  shanty  of  poplar  logs,  into  which 
they  moved  .\o\emlier  1,  1S.")3.  It  had 
neither  dooi-s,  windows  nor  lloor,  and  hei'C 
they  kept  travelers,  ami  also  boarded  the 
sciioolteacht>r.  .Mr.  I'.owen  built  the  first 
schoolhouse  in  Upper  Ihirnlrun  \alley,  at 
his  own  expense. 

He  was  married  March  27,  1839,  to  Jane 
AVheadon.  a  daughter  of  Almon  ami  .\bbic 
(Wooley)  Wheadon.      The    latter  died    March 
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26,  1891,  at  the  age  of  ninety-tliree  years. 
They  were  tlie  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Ruth 
E.,  now  Mrs.  Dunham  ;  Sarali  E.,  Mrs.  Sweet; 
Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Wright;  Eucrenia,  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin; Celestia,  Mrs.  Culpitt;  and  Oscar. 
Tiie  latter  enlisted  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and 
served  during  the  war.  One  son,  Arthur, 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  and  a 
daughter,  Lora  E.,  ditd  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  have  nineteen 
grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren, 
and  the  youngest  daughter,  Celestia,  now 
lives  with  the-n.  She  is  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Culpitt,  and  has  two  children:  Etfie  J. 
and  Lee  E.  Our  snbject  has  had  tive  gener- 
ations of  his  relatives  sit  at  his  table  all  at 
one  time. 


'       V^'  ■■%ii§{~^lT#"^z^*" 


fASON  C.  EASTOX,  one  of  the  railway 
magnates  of  the  Northwest,  although  a 
I'esident  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was 
closely  identified  with  the  earh'  settletnent  and 
development  of  Minnesota;  and  ofalltlie  men 
who  have  wrought  in  this  great  enterprise, 
none  have  effected  more  important  results. 

Mr.  Easton  was  born  at  West  Mavtinsburcrh 
Lewis  county,  New  York,  May  12,  1823,  and 
is  a  son  of  Giles  and  Olive  Easton.  By  de- 
scent he  comes  from  one  of  the  old  New  Eng- 
land familes,  his  father,  grandfather,  and 
great-grandfather  being  natives  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  His  grandfather,  Giles  Easton, 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Jason  C.  enjoyed  exceptional  educational  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth,  and  made  the  most  of 
his  ppportunities.  He  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  LowviUe,  in  his  native  county,  and  in 
1847,  entered  Yale  College;  his  health  failed, 


however,  before  he  had  tinisiied  the  Freshman 
year. 

Filled  with  political  amliitions  ami  interests 
in  February,  IS-iS  lie  purcba^tMl  the  X'^/YZ/iVH, 
JourtKiI,  then  jmblislied  in  Lowville,  New 
York,  in  suppurt  nf  the  Whig  party ;  he  was 
connected  with  this  publication  as  eilitor  and 
proprietor  for  tive  years,  tlmugli  nut  contin- 
uously. He  next  trie<l  farming,  but  with  indif- 
ferent success,  despite  his  early  agricultural 
training.  Anticipating  the  future  of  the  great 
West,  Mr.  Easton  came  to  Minnesota  in  1856, 
and  there  entered  upon  a  career  that  has  car- 
ried him  to  his  present  high  position  in  the 
financial  world.  Going  to  Chattield,  Fillmore 
county,  Minnesota,  he  opened  the  Root  River 
Bank,  a  private  institution  which  is  still  in 
Ojieration,  and  has  the  distinction  of  bein^jthe 
oldest  bank  in  Minnesota.  He  continued  its 
proprietor  until  May,  1888,  when  he  trans- 
ferred his  interest  to  George  H.  Haven- 
From  the  first  Mr.  Easton  dealt  largely  in 
lands  in  Minnesota,  and  is  still  the  owner  of  a 
good  many  improved  farms;  at  one  time  he 
owned  something  like  thirty  farms  which  had 
been    cultivated  under  his  personal  direction. 

In  addition  to  these  farms,  Mr.  Elaston  owns 
some  thousands  of  acres  of  wild  lands  in  Min- 
nes(jta  and  Dakota.  He  has  b;en  instrumen- 
tal at  <lifferent  times  in  establishing  eleven 
private  nanks,  but  has  disposed  of  most  of  his 
interests  in  that   direction. 

During  1872  and  1873  he  was  engacred  in 
the  purchase  of  large  shipments  of  grain  and 
other  farm  products  along  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railroad.  As  his  operations  enlarged 
and  his  capital  increased,  he  determined  to 
have  a  part  in  the  railroad  enterprises  which 
were  destined  to  develop  that  section.  To 
record  these  investments  in  detail  would  take 
ns  beyond  the  limits  of  this  notice,  but  the 
more  important  movements  will  be  noted- 
In    1875    he    purchased  a  controlling  interest 
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in  the  stock  of  the  Soutlieni  Minnesota  Kail- 
road,  wliicli  was  at  that  time  in  tlie  bands  of  a 
receiver;  soon  afterward  he  was  elected  a 
moinber  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  In  1877 
the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway  Extension 
Company  was  organized,  of  w^iich  Mr.  Easton 
was  president  and  a  director.  This  company 
entered  into  important  negotiations,  extended 
their  liiie.  secured  rich  land  grants  from  the 
Government,  and  in  May,  1S79.  sold  a  large 
portion  of  the  stock  to  the  Chicago.  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  liaihvay  Company.  Soon 
afterward  the  road  of  the  former  was  merged 
into  the  latter  corporation. 

In  June,  1879,  Mr.  Easton  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company,  and  remained  aniemlieiof 
that  board  until  1889.  In  1881  be  organized 
the  Chippewa  Valley  &  Superior  Railway 
Company,  of  which  he  was  made  President. 
In  1882  be  and  associates  purchased  tlie  entire 
stock  of  the  Chicago  &  Evanston  Railroad,  of 
which  he  was  made  president.  With  charac- 
teristic energy  he  completed  this  road  from 
the  union  station  to  the  village  of  Evanston, 
a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  and  secured  to  the 
road  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  lines  enter- 
ing the  Chicago  Tnion  Depot.  lie  was  also 
President  of  tlie  1  )akota  i*e  Ureat  Southern 
Railway,  an<l  was  one  of  the  original  promo- 
ters and  stockiiolders  of  ihe  Fai-go  A:  Souriiern 
Railroad. 

He  is  at  present  largely  interested  in  rail- 
road enterprises  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  and 
is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  company 
owning  the  entire  system  of  railway  on  tha^ 
island,  where  be  has  spent  two  winters 
finding  the  climate  more  agreealili-  than  in 
any  other  jiart  of  the  world. 

In  18S3  he  removed  from  Minnesota  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  has  iiixesfed  a  large  sum  in 
an  elegant  residence  and  grounds.  I'pon  ;i 
visit   to    his  home  the    slrani;ers'  attention    is 


readily  attracted  to  the  most  extensive  private 
conservatory  within  the  State's  limits.  Flow- 
ers from  almost  every  clime  are  found  here,  but 
space  will  not  admit  of  mention,  even  of 
those  most  rare. 

Mr.  Easton  is  a  lover  of  tine  horses,  and  has 
recently  started  the  Hillview  Stock  Farm, 
where  be  has  many  line  standard-bred  animals. 
This  farm  is  under  the  supervision  of  an  ex- 
perienced superintendent  and  trainer.  It  is 
located  within  the  city  limits  and  adjoining 
both  the  City  Park  and  the  La  Crosse  Inter- 
state Fair  Ground.*,  occupying  a  slight  eleva- 
tion from  which  the  lieautiful  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  can  be  viewed  in  each  direction 
with  the  grand  old  bluifs  for  a  back  ground. 
No  pains  has  been  s})ared  to  make  this  farm 
comj)lete  in  every  detail.  The  barns  are  of 
the  mo-t  modern  consti'uction.  a  tine  half- 
mile  track,  numerous  paddocks  and  pastures, 
and  cozy  cottages  for  the  men  complete  the 
grounds  and  make  it  a  beautiful  park.  Among 
the  many  tine  animals  found  at  Hillview  the 
following  brood  mares  are  deserving  of 
special  mention:  Hebe  Von  Arnim,  by  Von 
Arnim,  dam  Hebe  by  Pelmont;  Belle  Von 
Arnim,  by  A'on  Arnim,  dam  Belle  Blackwood) 
by  lilackwood,  Jr.;  llnri-ie  Patronage,  by  Pat- 
ronage, dam  Burrie,  by  Captain;  Maninut,  by 
Nutwood  Mambrino,  dam  by  Tramp,  and 
Allie  E.,  by  All   So,  dam  Thais,  by   Theseus. 

A  valuable  addition  was  made  to  bis  stock 
in  October,  1891,  when  Mr.  Easton  purchased 
from  wellknown  breeders  of  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, the  following  members  of  distinguished 
trotting  families:  Red  Flush,  a  three-year- 
old  stallion  sired  by  the  great  Red  Wilkes, 
dam  Belle  Brino,  by  Hambrino;  Bradford,  a 
two-year-old  stallion  by  Almont  Wilkes,  dam 
Susan  Brady,  by  C.  M.  Clay,  Jr.;  second  dam 
by  Abdaliah  15;  Lillian,  brown  mare,  six 
yi'ars  old,  sired  by  Ilambletoiiiaii  Mambrino, 
dam    by     Kingsley;     secomi    dam    by    Black 
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Prince;  Thistle  Dew,  a  two-year-oM  lilly 
with  a  pacing  record  of  2:25,  sired  hy  Sentinel 
Wilkes,  dam  Belle  II.,  by  Clark  Chief,  Jr.; 
second  ilani  Ijy  Live  Oak;  Red  Strath,  one- 
year-old  stallion,  by  Red  Wilkes,  dam  by 
Strathmore;  second  dain  by  Bal.-^ora;  McWil- 
ton,  weanling  stallion  ijy  AVilton  (he  by 
George  Wilkes),  dam  Lady  McKinney  (dam 
of  Idol  Gift  and  Yum  Yum,  each  2:291), 
by  Sweepstakes,  second  darn  by  Robert  Filb 
in<^ham,  Jr. ;  Elecieeo,  weanling  stallion  by 
Anteeo  (he  by  Electioneer),  dain  Lillian; 
and  Maestro,  b\'  Rumor,  dam  by  Slander; 
second  dam  by  General  Knox.  The  last 
three  named  will  be  developed  early  and  are 
expected  to  give  a  good  account  of  themselves. 
He  also  has  the  very  promisino;  four-year- 
old  stallion.  Lucky  Cross,  by  Belmont  (sire  of 
Nutwood),  dam  Mona  Wilkes,  by  George 
Wilkes;  also  the  fast  three-year-old  filly 
Abbadonne,  that  got  a  two-year-old  record  in 
1891  of  2:32;  she  is  sired  by  Wilkes  Boy, 
dam  Lulu  Patchen,  by  Tom  Patchen;  also 
Miss  Nutwood,  by  Nutwood,  dam  Sister 
Rath,  by  Jim  Monroe;  also  lola  McDowell, 
by  King  Rene,  dam  Rebecca,  by  Ilamble- 
tonian  10. 

At  Billview  are  a  nuinlier  of  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Waxford,  the  sire  of  Belmont 
Prince,  with  a  three-year-old  record  of  2:17+- 
Of  these  Baby  Bunting,  Laily  Woodman, 
Champion  Belle  and  La  Crosse  Maid  bid  fair 
to  become  very  speedy.  Hillview  is  a  new 
enterprise,  and,  although  under  the  manage- 
ment of  men  skilled  in  the  art  of  horse- 
manship, Mr.  Easton  gives  to  the  business 
much  of  his  personal  attention,  and  is  always 
pleased  to  show  his  stock  to  lovers  of  good 
horses. 

The  old  Hermit  farm,  now  the  property  of 
Mr.  Easton,  comprises  160  acres,  most  of  it 
rich  and  level  land  lying  between  the  bluffs 
and   the  prairie   sand    hills.      Many   improve- 


ments have  been  made  by  the  present  owner 
in  buildings,  fencing,  etc.  The  most  im- 
portant work  has  been  the  preparation  of  a 
new  vineyard.  Tlie  old  vineyard  has  1,300 
vines,  all  Concords;  the  new  one  has  3,000 
vines  of  choice  vai'ieties.  It  is  in  charge  of 
a  German  of  long  experience  in  the  culture 
of  grapes  and  is  now  the  largest  vineyard  in 
the  State. 

He  has  been  an  extensive  traveler,  having 
visited  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Alaska  and  all  the  principal  places 
of  the  LTnited  States.  He  has  been  too  closely 
connected  with  important  business  enterprises 
to  give  any  attention  to  politics,  lie  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay  and  the 
old  Whig  party  and  now  votes  the  Repulilican 
ticket.  He  is  well  preserved  physically,  and 
time  and  the  cares  of  life  have  dealt  very 
gently  with  him.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
honor  and  has  employed  those  strict  methods 
in  business  which  have  wo!i  for  him  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  Northwest,  wdiere  he 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  highest  types  of 
the  business  men  of  America. 

He  is  now  practically  retired  from  active 
business,  having  only  a  general  oversight  of 
his  affairs  and  leaving  details  to  his  son 
L.    F.   Easton. 


IQENJAMIN  B.  MERCEREAU.  a  resi- 
sfel  '^^"'^  *^f  West  Salem,  La  Crosse  county, 
^F  is  a  man  of  that  type  which  gives  char- 
acter to  a  community,  and  is  worthy  to  lie 
recorded  among  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
country.  He  was  born  in  Broome  county. 
New  York,  June  2,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Israel  P.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Benedict)  Mer- 
cereau,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State. 
The  father  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  at 
Union,    New   York;    his    death    occurred   in 
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1877,  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-eiirlit  yeurr.  lie 
was  an  elder  in  the  Presl)yterian  Clnircli  fur 
more  tlian  forty  years,  anil  his  wife  was  also 
a  <U'vont  ineinlier  for  a  great  many  yi-ars. 
They  were  people  of  those  sterlincr  traits  of 
character  which  W(_in  thein  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  They 
rearc'i  a  family  cif  six  chiMren,  five  of  whotn  ; 
are  living.  i 

Benjamin  I!,  is  the  youngest  chiM;  he  was  | 
reared  to  manhood  in  New  York,  ami  learned 
the  undertaking  hnsincss  and  furniture  trade 
with  his  father.  In  I'^'^T  he  came  to  La 
Crosse  and  worked  for  a  year  in  a  sash  and 
blind  factory.  At  the  end  of  twelve  months 
lie  came  to  West  Salein  and  opened  a  store, 
where  he  keeps  the  largest  and  he.-t  selected 
stock  of  furniture  in  the  county,  outside  of 
La  Crosse.  Tie  does  a  thriving  Imsiness,  and 
his  patronage  is  constantly  increasing.  lie 
has  won  an  enviable  place  in  the  commercial 
circles  of  the  county,  and  l)y  a  continuance 
of  the  success  that  has  attended  him  he  will 
rank  second  to  none  in  a  few  years. 

Mr.  ^lerceran  was  married  in  LS73  to  xMiss 
Florence  D.  Smith,  and  of  this  union  three 
children  have  been  horn:  Florence,  I'.enjamin 
M.  and  Lulu.  Tlie  parents  are  memhei's  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  ^ler- 
cereau  is  a  trustee.  lie  belonirs  to  the  ^la- 
sonic  fr.-iternity,  ami  in  his  jiolitical  opinions 
is  an  ardent  Rcpublii'an. 

Two  brothers.  I'etei-and  1  )ndley,  were  both 
soldiers  in  the  late  civil  war;  t  bev  enliste(l  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  second  New 
^'ork  N'olunteer  Infantry.  Hudley  Mercereau 
lost  his  life  in  the  battle  of  ( •bancellorsville. 
May  4,  18'J3,  aj/ed  sixteen  years;  he  had  seen 
but  five  mcmtiis  of  service,  but  it  was  a  younif 
life  freely  sacriticcd  Iti  iichalf  of  a  cause  the 
young  patriot  deemed  just  bcvond  a(juestion. 
Peter  served  throu;,'h  the  entire  war,  and  was 
in  many  of  the    most  noted    engagements  of 


the  conflict;  he  marched  with  General  Sher- 
man to  the  sea,  and  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Ueview  at  Washington,  District  of  (^olumhia, 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  lie  was 
devoted  to  the  Fnion  cause,  and  rendered  his 
service  freidy  and  cdieerfully,  believing  the 
end  worthv  oi  the  means. 


^mVFIULL  E.  SAWYER,  deceased,  was 
r/V  '^"'  '"'^"y  years  closely  connected  with 
■^.te^  the  lumber  imlnstry  of  La  Crosse  county, 
lie  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  Novemljer  14, 
1827,  and  a  sou  of  Colonel  Earl  and  Polly 
(Davis)  Sawyer,  natives  of  Vermont.  Colonel 
Sawyer  was  a  farmer,  and  a  man  possessing 
many  sterling  traits  of  character.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  farm  in  New  York,  where  he 
felled  the  tirst  trees  and  made  the  first  im- 
provements, about  the  yeai-  1871);  his  wife 
passed  away  live  years  later.  I'liey  had  a 
faniilv  of  seven  sons  and  live  daughters,  and 
fi.ur  sons  still  survive.  Averill  E.,  the  fifth- 
luirn.  received  his  education  in  Western  New 
'I'oik,  whei-e  he  had  more  than  ordinary  ad- 
vantages. The  first  husiness  in  which  he 
embarked  was  the  mercantile  trade  in  his 
native  county  in  New  York;  he  drifte<l  into 
the  lumber  business  while  he  was  still  inter- 
ested in  mei-chiindising.  In  1855,  however, 
he  liade  farewell  to  the  .-cenes  of  his  youth, 
and  cauixht  in  the  tide  of  wt'stern  emigra- 
tion, and  landed  in  lieloit.  Wisconsin;  here 
he  embarked  in  the  Yankee  notion  husiness, 
wiiich  he  carried  on  until  he  came  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  where  he  again  became  interested 
in  tlie  lumbering  industry;  he  devoted  all  his 
time  .and  energies  to  this  enterprise,  and  after 
a  tew  ve.-trs  had  made  a  decided  success. 
.\iiout  tliirtei'U  years  ago  he  came  to  La 
('rosse    and    estaiilished    the    same    business. 
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His  home  for  a  time  was  in  Blaclv  River 
Falls,  and  later  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  died 
March  14,  1885,  aged  llfty-eight  years. 

He  was  very  liberal  in  his  religious  views, 
and  gave  a  generous  support  to  all  denomi- 
nations. He  was  an  honored  member  of  both 
the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows'  orders. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  married  June  10, 1851,  to 
Miss  Lydia  J.  Baillet,  a  daughter  of  Frances 
E.  Baillet,  of  New  York;  the  father  died 
February,  22,  1880,  aged  eighty-three  years; 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Horton,  is  still  living;  she  was  born  Novem- 
ber 27,  1800,  and  though  feeble  in  body  re- 
tains all  the  mental  vigor  of  her  youth. 

William  E.  Sawyer,  son  of  Averill  E.  and 
Lydia  J.  Sawyer,  married  Miss  Estella  La- 
rowe,  of  Portage,  Wisconsin.  He  is  carrying 
on  the  business  established  by  his  father,  and 
is  exhibiting  those  sterling  traits  that  char- 
acterized his  father  and  won  him  the  un- 
bounded conlidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Sawyer  & 
Austin  Lumber  Company. 


fRANK  J.  SAMUELS,  one  of  the  rising 
and  progressive  young  business  men  of 
La  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  La  Ciosse 
county,  born  February  5,  1861,  a  son  of 
David  and  Ann  (Thomas)  Samuels,  natives  of 
Wales.  The  father  was  born  about  the  year 
1828,  and  at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten  years  he 
emigrated  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  to 
America.  He  was  reared  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
in  the  mining  districts,  and  his  first  employ- 
ment was  in  the  coal  mines  of  that  locality. 
He  remained  there  until  1856,  when  he  came 
West  with  his  family  and  located  on  the  farm 
which  he  had  previously  purchased  in  Barre 
Mills  township,  La  Crosse  county;  the  tract 
consisted  of  160  acres,  liut  it  was  uncultivated 


and  witliout  improvements  of  any  kind.  Mr. 
Samuels  went  resolutely  to  work,  and  the 
results  of  his  etforts  have  lieen  most  satisfac- 
tory; he  has  added  to  his  first  purchase  until 
he  now  has  320  acres,  300  of  which  are  in  (.me 
body;  the  buildings  are  of  asubstantial  style, 
and  meet  with  all  the  requirements  of  modern 
agriculture.  In  his  early  life  Mr.  Samuels 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but  since 
1872  he  has  voted  with  the  Democrats.  He 
is  a  self-made  man,  his  success  in  life  being 
due  solely  to  his  own  efforts. 

In  1855  he  was  united  in  nuirriage  to  Ann 
Thomas,  one  of  his  country-women,  liorn 
about  the  year  1842.  To  them  were  liorn 
eleven  children:  Daniel  T.,  a  resident  of 
Woonsocket,  South  Dakota;  Charles  J.,  a  re- 
sident of  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin,  agent  for  the 
Wisconsin  Central  Railroad;  Frank  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  notice;  Annie,  Nellie  E.,  the 
wife  of  George  L.  Pettingill,  a  merchant  of 
Iron  River,  Wisconsin;  David,. Jr.,  mail  agent 
between  Chicago  and  Minneapolis;  Winnie,  a 
student  at  Winona,  Minnesota;  Thomas  E., 
Mary,  Harry  M.  and  Lillie  II.  Frank,  Nellie, 
Winnie  and  David  are  all  well-known  teachers 
in  the  county.  The  parents  are  associated 
with  the  Congregational  Church. 

Frank  J.  Sanuiels  remained  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then  came  to 
La  Crosse  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  high - 
school  course  of  study;  this  he  did  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  teaching,  devoting  his 
time  and  energies  to  tiie  profession  for  several 
years.  For  one  year  he  was  clerk  on  a  river 
boat,  and  for  two  seasons  was  with  the  Dia- 
mond Joe  Transportation  Company;  for  two 
years  he  was  associated  with  the  Three  Star  Ice 
&  Fuel  Company  as  secretary  and  treasurer. 
In  1890  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Club,  a  position  which  he  still  holds;  he 
is  also  engaged  in  tlie  i-eal-estate   i>usiness. 

Politically  Mr.  Samuels  is   identified   with 
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the  I.)('imH';iatic  [larly.  aiiil  is  an  ardent  suii- 
partfi-  (if  tlif  i>Mics  (if  tliat  liody.  He  is  a 
ineinli(:-r  of  tlie  Masdiiic  fraternity.  L(j(ln;t' 
No.  45.  In  liis  clfdrts  td  devoid]!  tlic  re- 
sources of  the  eountv  he  has  Keen  unreinittin;^. 
and  has  early  in  life  taken  up  the  responsi- 
bilities borne  so  heroically  by  the  pioneers. 


tllAlU.KS  W.  FLKTCIIKIi.  one  cf  the 
nmst  industridus  and  prd.-jiei-dus  farin- 
^  ers  (if  La  Cro.'^se  county,  resides  on 
section  28,  liurns  township.  lie  was  horn 
in  Crawford  county.  Pennsylvani;i.  .May  2H, 
1826.  a  .son  of  Chaides  Fletcher,  a  nati\e  of 
I'lyniouth,  New  Hampshire,  who  was  a  son 
of  Joshua  Fletcher;  the  jiaternal  grandfather 
was  a  member  of  tiie  company  tliat  went  to 
Santa  Fe,  Xew  Mexico,  abont  ninety  years 
ago;  lie  was  absent  twelve  years  before  any 
tidini^s  were  received  from  liim,  and  after 
ei(>;liteen  years  lie  returned.  Charles  Fletcher 
was  nine  years  old  when  his  father  left  hom(\ 
and,  beiiii;  tlie  elde.-t  sun  and  second  (diild, 
much  i-espon.'-iliility  fell  to  him.  He  made  a 
tri|)  fruiii  Xew  Ilamp.-hire  to  Erie  county, 
I'ennsylvania,  accdmiilishinir  the  journey  on 
fddl  and  c.-irrying  his  inxiks  and  cldllics  on 
bis  back;  he  cmjildyed  every  leisure  moment 
in  study,  tittini,'  liimself  for  teaching  school. 
He  followed  this  professidii  dnriiiir  the  win- 
ter season,  and  in  the  summer  lie  wurkcd  un 
a  farm.  After  teaching  many  years  he  en- 
gagc(l  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  S.aegerstown, 
Petinsylvaiua.  'I'brdiigh  the  dishnnesty  df 
liis  partner  he  lost  heavily  in  this  operation, 
surrendering  evei-ything  but  his  personal 
jirojierty.  (iathering  his  elTects  tdgether  lie 
joineil  the  caravan  nf  emigrants  wetidiuij 
tlieir  way  to  the  Western  frontier,  arriving  in 
Chicago  in  lS3tJ.  when  that  great  metropolis 
llad  but  fi\(,' huiidrcil  |icd|il(-.       II  c  wav  d|l'cre(l 


eiL,ditv  acres  df  land,  now  in  the  heart  of 
the  city,  fur  .f^'J.SO  per  acre.  His  family 
were  ill  with  scarlet  fever,  twd  df  them 
dying  of  the  teri-iblc  disease;  so  the  follow- 
ing year  he  left  Chicagd  and  went  td  Kno.x 
county.  Illiudis,  where  he  fartiied  until 
1840.  He  reiniivcd  thence  to  Kane  county, 
Hliudis,  where  he  owned  SOO  acres  of  land. 
Owing  to  a  failure  of  his  health,  however, 
he  returni'(l  to  Erie  county,  leaving  his  farm 
in  charge  of  his  sotis.  He  passed  from 
\\\\>  lile  in  .NdvcmbiT.  IST'J.  at  the  age  df 
eighty  years.  His  wife.  Mary  (Minium) 
Fletcher,  was  a  native  of  Crawford  county, 
I'enuf-ylvania;  they  had  fourteen  children, 
six  of  whom  ai-e  li\ing:  Sebastian;  Charles 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  liidgra|ihical  sketcli, 
Amos,  Samuel  W.,  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Wilson,  a 
resident  of  Richfield,  Minnesota,  and  Emily, 
now  Mr,-.  Hitchcock  of  Waterford,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Charles  W.  Fletcher  in  early  manlmod  be- 
gan looking  up  the  reports  of  different  agi'i- 
cultural  localities  with  a  view  of  securing  a 
home  for  himself.  In  l^.'34,  accompanied  hy 
his  steplirother,  W.  X.  Thomas,  he  came  to 
Wiscdiisin  and  fdund  some  excidlent  farming 
lands  in  LaCrdsse  and  Jackson  counties;  mak- 
ing their  selections,  they  entered  the  tracts, 
and  returned  to  Hliiiois  td  lay  their  jilans  for 
fur  the  future. 

In  his  (diildbood  Mr.  Fletcher  had  instilled 
in  him  the  highest  principli's  of  honor  and 
morality.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
siirne(l  the  temperance  pledge,  and  now  re- 
calls with  pleasui'e  the  >af i.-factidii  with  which 
he  signed  bis  name  in  "tlie  liig  liddk  (if  prin- 
ciples,'' as  it  was  then  called.  He  was 
taught  the  wurth  df  a  man  (if  integrity,  one 
possessed  of  the  cdurage  df  his  convictions. 
He  was  also  taught  that  order  is  a  law  of  life, 
and  was  trained  to  be  systematic'  in  all  his 
operations.      When    it  came  to  jjurcha^ing  an 
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outfit  for  his  frontier  farm,  he  quite  astou- 
ishe  1  atid  shocked  the  entire  conmiiinity  by 
the  princely  outlay  he  made  for  liis  team  and 
wagon.  He  honght  a  span  of  colts  for  which 
he  paid  $176  in  gold,  and  a  wagon  for  $120. 
The  whole  sum  invested  was  8333.50,  a  fab- 
ulous amount. 

The  next  and  most  essential  thing  was  to 
find  a  companion  to  share  the  jirivations  and 
hardships  of  the  first  years  in  this  new  home. 
In  Kuth  A.  Field  he  found  a  woman  of  goo<l 
judgment,  a  wise  counselor;  she  was  a  teachej- 
of  talent,  having  entered  the  profession  be- 
fore she  was  fifteen  years  of  age;  a  very  pre- 
cocious child,  she  mastered  the  principles  of 
arithmetic  and  algebra  in  girlhood,  and  was 
ready  to  give  instructions  to  her  elders.  To 
this  brave,  loyal  woman  Mr.  Fletcher  was 
married  January  15,  1857,  fully  appreciating 
the  good  foi'tune  that  had  befallen  him  wlien 
he  won  her  hand  and  heart.  She  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  Addison  county.  Vermont,  May 
9,  1835,  a  daughter  of  Noru)an  and  Ilappa- 
lonia  (Chadderdon)  Field.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Vermont,  September  28,  1803,  and 
died  March  26, 1886.  During  tlie  last  twenty 
years  of  his  life  he  made  his  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Fletcher.  The  maternal  ancestors 
were  from  Rhode  Island;  Elisha  Field,  her 
grandfather,  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer  by 
occupation;  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Cornwall,  Vermont,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution;  Orrin  Field,  her 
uncle,  was  a  Major  in  the  war  of  1812. 

In  1857  Mr.  Fletcher  and  his  brother,  with 
their  wives,  returned  to  Wisconsin.  After 
some  very  amusing  e.xperiences,  Mr.  Fletcher 
relinquished  to  his  wife  all  domestic  cares 
and  responsibilities,  finding  her  much  better 
adapted  to  that  branch  of  the  business.  He 
has  devoted  himself  indefatigably  to  agricul- 
ture, and  has  been  very  successful.  He 
makes   a    very  philosophical   e.xplanation    of 


the  failure  of  agricultural  industries,  attrib- 
uting it  to  the  poor  management  and  idleness 
of  farmers.  "Without  labor  there  is  no  re- 
ward." Here  Mr.  P^letcher  has  proved  the 
wisdom  of  Ills  investment  in  horses  and 
wagon  referri'il  to  above;  the  latter  is  still 
good,  though  it  has  been  in  service  thirt}'- 
seven  years,  and  the  labor  ])erf'ormed  by  the 
horses  and  the  I'eturns  from  (offspring  have 
been  a  capital  investment. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Field,  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Fletcher,  had  a  family  of  six  children:  Ruth, 
the  eldest;  Lydia  M.,  now  Mrs.  Sisson;  Fran- 
cis, Alma  M.,  now  Mrs.  Caldwell;  Steukley 
S.,  and  Charles  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  have  had  Ijorn  to 
them  five  children,  four  of  whom  survive: 
Kittie  M.,  Ella,  Charles  and  Orrin;  the  eldest 
child,  Cephas  J.,  died  January  5,  1883,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  he  was  an 
intelligent  yi>ung  man,  and  an  accomplished 
singer.  He  was  fond  of  his  JKjme  and  its 
associations,  was  a  dutiful  son  and  brother. 
In  his  death  the  family  were  greatly  bereav- 
ed and  the  community  lost  one  of  its  mo.st 
valuable  members. 


PR.  JOHN  SHANKLAXl),  deceased, 
late  of  Bangor,  was  liorn  in  Hebron, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  October 
22,  1812,  a  son  of  John  Shankland,  who  was 
for  many  years  a  merchant  at  Argyle,  New 
York,  near  Hebron.  Our  subject  was  reared 
at  Argyle,  and  graduated  at  the  Castleton 
(Vermont)  Medical  College,  but  taught  school 
several  years  previous  to  this.  He  came 
West  when  a  young  man,  and  taught  some 
time  in  Illinois,  and  also  spent  one  year  in 
Scotland  on  business,  the  family  being  of 
Scotch  ancestrv.  He  practiced  medicine 
some  time  in   Lawton,  Michigan,  and  at  one 
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time  drove  fnHii  New  York  to  tiiat  State,  and 
thence  to  this  county,  locating  at  Holland, 
where  he  [iractieed  for  some  time;  next  to 
Whiteliall.  and  soon  afterward  to  BaiiiXor. 
wheie  he  juirehased  a  one-lialf  interest  in  a 
dnicr  store.  Here  lie  also  enyaLretl  in  nrat-- 
tiee,  wliifli  he  >oon  afterward  gave  up  to  at- 
tend to  tlie  store.  The  Doctor  aUn  owned  a 
line  fai-in  of  120  acres  in  IJiirns  township, 
which  hi.-  widow  now  owns. 

i[r.  Shankland  was  married  .March  lo. 
1S6*J,  to  Ellen  A.,  daughter  of  Thoma>  and 
Ciiristie  (Scott)  Cnmmin^s.  .Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Shankland  had  no  children,  but  Mis.  Shank- 
land's  niece  is  now  livina  with  her.  ( )iir 
Bubject  died  April  29,  18SS,  after  a  pro- 
tracted illness.  lie  was  a  inemher  of  the 
Presl)yterian  Ciiurch,  a  consistent  Christian, 
and  always  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to 
support  the  i.;o.--pel,  and  various  benevolent 
])urposes.  In  his  death  the  community  lost 
a  valuable  ini'mbi-r  of  society,  and  the  wife  a 
tender  and  loving  couipanion. 


fARL  riSKE  is  another  example  of  what 
energy,  industry  and  i)erseverance,  when 
"^-  intelligently  applied,  have  accomplished 
for  those  of  I'oreigu  birth  wlio  have  seen  fit  to 
locate  witiiin  the  limits  of  this  county.  He 
was  horn  in  I'ru-sia,  (iernianv,  in  lS2t),  and 
is  strongly  iiiduied  with  the  characteristics  of 
that  race  of  jieople  as  far  a>  energy  and  hard 
work  goes,  and  he  has  thus  far  shown  himself 
to  be  a  usefid  and  progressive  citizen  and  a 
Strong  advocate  of  all  n)easures  of  morality. 
education,  temperance,  etc.  He  came  to  liarre 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
18n(i.  anil  |iurcha>ed  eighty  acres  of  laud  in 
section  lo,  which  he  has  .-incc  increased  to 
280  acres,  and  whicli  he  has  finely  improved. 
On  this  most  desirable   piec('  of    pniperty  lie 


has  a  large  twn  .■-t<u-y  house,  large  basement 
barns,  wind  pump  and  dther  conveniences, 
all  of  which  are  kept  in  the  be>t  repair  and 
are  models  of  neatness  and  thrift.  He  was 
married  in  lH-35,  to  Augusta,  daughter  of 
Carl  and  W'iihelmina  Kuel.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'iske  Ijas  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  mimed  children:  Theo- 
dore, born  in  1856;  Otto,  born  in  1859;  Al- 
bert, iiorn  in  1n6-!,  ami  "William,  born  in 
l'^l)7.  All  are  mai'ried  excepting  William, 
and  li\  ing  on  farms  in  the  same  tnwn.-liip 
with  their  lather.  whi(di  he  has  aided  them  to 
.-ecu re,  and  they  are  upright  and  substantial 
citizens  and  acquisitions  to  the  section  in 
which  they  nudxe  their  home.  Mr.  Piske  is 
a  I)emocrat  politically,  and  he  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Luthei-an  Chur-li  of 
lli.stwick  valley,  <.)f  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee. 

PAVID  HEMSTOCK.— If  industry  and 
ceaseless  activity,  united  witii  a  strong 
and  determined  perseverance,  can  ac- 
complish anything  in  this  world.  Mi-.  Hem- 
stock  is  biiund  to  succeed,  for  in  him  are  to 
be  found  the  (diaracteri.'^tics  mentioned,  and 
indeed  he  is  deserving  of  more  than  ordinary 
credit  for  Ids  carter  thus  far  in  life.  He  was 
born  in  Kacine,  Wisconsin,  in  ISoT,  to  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Steadman)  llemstock,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  England.  li\ 
lS3t)  he  removed  to  (Canada  with  his  parents, 
where  he  obtained  ids  education  utid  his 
kiunvledge  of  farming,  rcnnuning  with  and 
assisting  his  father  until  hi'  attained  his  ma- 
jni-ity.  He  was  mari'ieii  in  ('aiuida  and  re- 
moved to  .Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  185(3, 
where  he  maile  his  lunne  for  a  short  time, 
after  winch  liacine  became  his  Immt-  for 
about  one  year.      In  ISo'.l  he  reniov(>d    to    i.a 
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Crosse  county  and  settled  at  Neshoniu,  where, 
after  renting  land  for  about  two  years,  he 
purcliased  a  125-acre  tract  in  Burns  town- 
ship, on  which  he  still  resides. 

David  Heinstock  worked  with  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-tive  years  of  age,  then 
bought  200  acres  of  laud,  to  which  his  wife's 
estate  of  160  acres  has  since  been  added, 
which  makes  him  a  tine  farm  of  36(1  acres. 
In  1883  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Clara  (Hurl- 
hurt)  Bradley,  widow  of  John  15radley,  by 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: Horace,  Nellie  and  Jtilin.  Mr.  and 
]\[rs.  Herastock  are  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
one  child,  Vena  Ray.  They  are  attendants 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
He  is  one  of  tlie  progressive  young  farmers 
of  the  township,  and  has  a  good  and  comfort- 
able home,  and  all  necessary  buildings  for  the 
storing  of  grain  and  the  comfort  of  his  live- 
stock. He  keeps  about  six  head  of  horses, 
twenty-one  head  of  graded  cattle,  about  forty- 
tive  hogs  and  the  same  numlier  of  sheep. 
All  kinds  of  grain  can  be  raised  in  abun- 
dance on  his  land,  and  his  career  thus  far  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  has  resulted  most  satisfac- 
torily. His  wife  is  a  tine  housekeeper,  and 
for  some  time  past  has  heen  devoting  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  poultry 
of  a  good  grade,  and  in  the  last  six  months 
has  sold  over  100  dozen  eggs,  and  in  1891 
fattened  about  thirty  turkeys  for  the  Thanks- 
giving market.  At  the  La  Crosse  county 
fair  she  secured  the  special  prize  for  tlie  best 
sample  of  hutter  exhiliited. 


fACOB    BECKEL.— Among  the   worthy 
pioneers  of  J^a  Crosse  county  who  have 
passed    away,    none    were    more    widely 
known    or    highly    honored    than    he    wiiose 


name  headb  this  biographical  sketch.  He 
was  of  German  nativity,  born  in  1819,  a  son 
of  Philip  and  Christena  (Webber)  Beckel. 
The  parents  lived  and  died  in  the  Fatherland, 
honest,  active  and  industrious,  and  a  credit 
to  their  numerous  posterity.  Jacob  Beckel 
was  the  last  of  a  family  of  ten  children  to 
pass  from  this  life  to  the  reward  beyond; 
after  a  long  and  useful  life  he  peacefully 
breathed  liis  hu>t  January  S,  1892.  He  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1840,  and  after 
arriving  on  this  shore  continued  his  journey 
to  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  had  mastered  in 
his  own  country.  He  followed  this  calling 
five  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1845  he  came 
to  La  Crosse,  which  was  then  a  hamlet  of 
four  houses.  He  took  up  a  farm  which  he 
cultivated  one  season,  and  then  returned  to 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  eleven  years.  He 
worked  at  his  trade,  at  butchering,  and  still 
later  established  a  drug  store.  In  1856  he 
came  back  to  La  L'rosse  and  purchased  160 
aci-es  in  section  27;  this  tract  he  converted 
into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county; 
it  is  good  valley  land,  well  watered,  and  in 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  imi)rove- 
ments  in  the  way  of  Ijuildiugs  are  of  a  sub- 
stantial character  and  well  suited  to  the  de- 
mands of  agriculture.  For  many  years  after 
coming  to  the  county  Mr.  Beckel  kept  a 
hotel,  and  until  the  railroads  were  built  ho 
had  an  excellent  patronage  frtmi  the  traveling 
public;  the  reputation  of  his  Iiouse  spread  to 
the  end  of  each  guest's  journey,  and  no  one 
ever  had  cause  to  I'egret  giving  it  a  hearty 
recommendation. 

Mr.  Beckel  was  married  in  1846  to  Miss 
Frank,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Barbara 
Frank,  who  emigrated  to  Amei-ica  in  1885. 
Twelve  chiklren  were  born  to  them,  eight  of 
whom  are  living:  Mary  married  John  Wack- 
er,  and  they  have  five  children;  Christena  is 
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the  wife  of  Kajmond  Tausche,  and  they  are  generous  j)atronage  they  have  received  at  tiie 
the  parents  of  seven  children;  Elizabeth;  hands  of  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse. 
Louisa  married  Lute  Stinson:  Lmiis;  Emma  Mr.  Beckel  was  married  December  10, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Bauer;  Lla  married  a  1S83,  to  Miss  Emma  Bailer,  and  of  this  mar- 
Mr.  Pope;  Lena  is  the  youngest.  Mrs.  Eliza-  ria^e  two  children  have  been  born:  Lillie  and 
beth  (Erank)  i'eckel  passed  out  of  the  bond-  Elorence.  Mrs.  Beckel  is  a  member  of  tJie 
aire  of  this  life  October  15,  1879;  this  was  a  Lnthei-an  Church,  and  herhusband  isaliberal 
sad  afHiction  to  the  husband  and  children,  to  supporter  of  the  same,  althouirh  he  lias  no 
whom  she  had  been  all  that  a  wife  and  miither  member.-hip  in  the  society.  He  belongs  to 
could  be.  the  Modern  Woodmen,  but  takes  little  inter- 
Mr.  Beckel  held  various  township  otKces  est  in  politics,  merely  exercising  his  right  of 
and  was  Postmaster,  discharging  all  the  duties  suffrage. 

that  fell  to  his  lot  with  a  fidelity  that  woii  '  The  pioneers  of  La  Crosse  county  set  an 
the  confidence  of  the  entire  community.  The  e.\ample  of  industrious  perseverance  which 
iiabits  of  industry  and  the  high  and  honor-  has  been  closely  followed  by  the  present  gen- 
able  principles  by  which  he  was  reared  re-  eration,  and  which  insures  the  future  success 
mained  with  him  through  life,  and  developed  and  development  of  the  entire  resources  of 
within  hitn  a  manhood  wortliy  of  all  respect,  the  country.      It  is    to  this  class  of  citizens 

that  Louis  P.  Beckel  belongs,  and  as  such  Ids 

,-           ,  ^^          ,  name  is  worthy  of  record  amono;  the  honored 
o          ■«"«»          =,                             I  residents  or  the  county. 

ori.S    P.    I'.ECKEL,    a    member  of    the  ^^t^^^-^^,^ 

'   enterprising    tirm   of    L-iml)    >i-    Beckel. 


TE^  was  born  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wiscon-  ^ITOIIX  G.  MOORE,  a  well-known  citizen 
sin,  August  8.  18G2,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  ,  JtJI  of  <  )nalaska,  has  been  identified  with  the 
Elizabeth  (Erank)  iieckel.  He  acquired  a  \^^  interests  of  La  Crosse  county  since  1866. 
good  common-school  eilucation  in  the  public  '  He  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine, 
schools  of  La  ('rosse,  and  for  two  years  was  a  iS'ovember  10,  1844,  a  son  of  Hiram  and 
student  in  the  Wallace  Business  College.  Eliza  (Coleman)  Moore,  also  natives  of  the 
Altei-  leaving  school  he  clerked  in  a  cigar  State  of  .^Lune.  His  paternal  graiitlfather, 
factory  for  si. \  months,  but  at  the  end  of  tliat  Jose))h  Moore,  was  a  Scotchman,  and  the 
time  entered  the  employ  of  C.  W .  Rodman,  maternal  grandfather,  James  Coleman,  was 
dealer  in  jxiultry  and  tish.  with  whom  he  re-  born  in  Maine.  The  father  of  John  (i.  died 
mained  live  years.  He  then  became  asso-  in  bis  native  State  at  the  age  of  four-score 
ciated  with  J.  J.  Lamb,  giving  him  very  years;  the  mother  survives,  at  the  age  of 
efficient  ?ervice  as  clerk  for  two  years.  In  eighty  years,  and  is  a  resident  id'  Massachu- 
1887  they  formed  a  co-partnership,  and  sinc'e  sett.-.  (  >ur  subject  passed  his  youth  on  a 
that  time  have  been  doing  a  |)i-osperous  bu>i-  farm  aiul  in  attending  the  district  .school. 
ness,  ].erhaps  the  lai-gest  of  the  kind  in  the  There  was  no  unusual  event  in  his  life  until 
city;  they  handle  fruits  of  all  kin<ls.  and  in  lNt)4;  in  October  of  that  year  he  enlisted 
some  \egetaldes.  They  arc  both  young  men  in  the  XineteentJi  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry, 
of   excellent  businesG  ability,  and   merit  the     Company    C,    and    was    first    under     tire    at 
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Petersburg.  lie  was  present  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender  uf  Genei-al  Lee,  April  7,  1865. 
Was  on  the  "bi^"  review  at  Washington- 
May  24,  1885,  which  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  those  present.  After  receiving  an 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  his  home, 
but  in  a  short  time  went  to  the  oil  regions  of 
Pennsylvania.  Having  investigated  that  in- 
dustry to  his  satisfaction  he  came  on  to  Wis- 
consin in  1806,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse 
county.  He  located  in  Onalaska,  and  for  the 
past  twentv-six  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  in  the  woods  and  on  the 
river.  There  is  no  phase  of  the  business 
which  he  does  not  know  from  actual  experi- 
ence. He  has  tilled  various  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  and  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  La  Cross  Lum- 
ber Company,  superintending  their  river 
interests  in  summer  and  being  foreman  in 
the  woods  winters.  In  summer  he  usually 
has  ciiarge  of  a  crew  of  men  on  the  river  at 
the  mouth  of  Black  river,  taking  care  of  the 
company's  logs  and  running  them  to  the 
mill.  Possessed  of  great  executive  ability, 
in  this  vocation  he  has  found  a  use  for  all 
his  faculties,  and  has  used  them  to  the 
advantage  of  his  employers  and  to  the  credit 
of  himself. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  Onalaska  in 
August,  1872.  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Collins,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Hutchins) 
Collins,  natives  of  England,  now  living  in 
Onalaska  Mrs.  Moore  was  also  born  in 
England,  but  was  brought  to  America  in  her 
childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Abbj  J.,  Flora  A. 
and  Edith  E.  In  his  political  inclinations 
Mr.  Moore  is  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  Pu,  Wilson  Caldwell  Post,  No. 
38,  Department  of  Wisconsin.  He  belongs 
to  Onalaska  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  is    Master.      He  was    made  a    Mason    in 


1874,  joining  North  La  Crosse  Lodge,  No. 
190.  He  has  served  the  people  of  his  town- 
siiip  as  ilarshal,  and  he  has  also  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  village  board,  and  is  at  present 
Supervisor  on  the  county  board  from  the 
First  Ward  of  the  city.  During  the  palmy 
days  of  the  Good  Templars  he  was  an  active 
and  zealous  member;  he  belonged  to  the  Sons 
of  Tetnperance  and  to  the  Temple  of  Honor, 
of  which  he  was  Worthy  Chief  Master.  In 
his  religious  views  he  is  a  Methodist,  while 
his  wife  is  an  E])iscopalian,in  which  belief  she 
was  reared.  Mr.  Moore  has  been  fortunate  in 
his  business  ventures,  and  has  been  enabled 
to  surroui.d  his  familj^  with  all  the  comforts 
of  the  present  civilization. 

,^  p.  STROM,  traveling  salesman  for 
f||j1  Cahn,  Wampold  &  Co.,  Chicago,  was 
■^1^®  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1857.  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  was 
bi-ougiit  to  America  by  his  parents,  N.  P.  and 
Hannah  (Olson)  Strom,  residentsof  La  Crosse. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  i)y  trade,  but  is 
now  retired.  On  coming  to  this  country  he 
first  settled  in  La  Crosse,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1868  he  went  to  Northwestern  Minnesota  to 
look  for  a  homestead;  he  located  in  Swift 
county,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
and  were  buried  in  Norway.  Nicholi,  the 
oldest  son,  came  to  La  Crosse  in  186(^  Iiaviu"- 
stopped  in  New  York  city  for  three  months 
on  landing  there.  He  was  fii-st  employed  as  a 
clei'k  for  W.  S.  Ilanscom;  he  was  thus  occupied 
eight  or  nine  years,  and  then  embarked 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  on  his  own  account, 
the  firm  name  being  Strom  &  Peterson. 
Before  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
15,  1876,  he  sold   his  mercantile  interests  to 
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Mr.  Peter^;oIl.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was 
iiegina  Severs,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
two  children,  luith  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Jnlia,  (Uiugliter  of  N.  P.  and  Hannah  Strom, 
was  the  wife  of  S.  J.  Stenerson,  manufactnrer 
of  furniture  in  Chicago;  she  died  in  1874.  at 
tile  age  of  twenty-four  years,  leaving  one  son, 
John,  who  died  at  the  ago  of  si.xteen  years. 
Josephine  is  still  a  meniher  of  the  home 
circle.  The  father  is  now  seventy-live  years 
of  age,  and  the  mother  is  seventy-eight;  both 
are  in  excellent  health,  and,  considering  the 
toil,  trials  and  hardships  they  have  endured, 
are  remarkably  well  preserved. 

O.  P.  Strom,  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  La 
Crosse. at  Benson,  Minnesota,  and  in  a  liusiness 
college  under  the  late  Pi-of.  Wallace.  He 
first  attemjited  U>  learn  the  blacksmitirs 
trade,  but  after  two  years  devoted  to  this 
occupation  his  health  gave  way.  and  he  went 
to  clerkiuir  in  the  store  of  Weblier  iV  Rogers; 
later  he  was  with  Fred  Croner  a  year;  then 
he  went  to  ifower  cnunty.  Minnesota,  and 
settled  in  a  small  town  called  Taopi,  where  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  O.  N.  Olberg  for 
seven  years;  he  had  entire  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  at  the  expiration  of  seven  years  he 
purchased  the  concern,  which  was  managed 
by  Bradbury  iS:  Strom  for  two  years,  ^fr. 
Strom  then  sold  out  and  came  to  La  Crosse, 
securing  employment  with  Marcus  Ander- 
son; at  the  end  of  twelve  montlis  he  entered 
the  employ  of  !>.  CJoren,  mei'chant;  Mr.  Coren 
made  a  trip  to  the  old  country,  and  during 
ids  absence  Mr.  Strom  assumed  the  resitotisi- 
bility  of  the  store.  Upon  Mr.  Coren's  return 
he  went  to  work  as  traveling  sale-man  for 
Hanson  tt  Seilstad,  remaining  with  tins  tirm 
one  year.  He  has  n(nv  been  in  the  (duthing 
business  for  fotir  years,  and  lias  given  a  high 
degi-ee  of  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Strom  has  iield  various  local  offices  in 


the  towns  where  he  has  lived;  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  deinitted  from  l^e 
lioy  Chapter,  No.  34,  in  Mower  count}', 
^[intiesota;  he  now  belongs  to  St.  Bernard 
Coitimandery,  No.  13,  at  Austin,  Minne- 
sota. He  takes  an  interest  in  the  govern- 
ment of  his  adopted  country,  and  affiliates 
with  the  Kepublican  ]iarty.  He  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinaiw  capacity,  and  has  proven 
himself  in  every  way  capable  of  fultilling  his 
duties  as  an  American  citizen. 

fOHN  L.  YOUNG,  Burr  Oak,  Wisconsin, 
was  burn  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Septem- 
ber 27.  1n44.  His  parents,  Sebastian 
anil  Klizabeth  Young,  were  both  natives  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  and  were  reared,  educated 
and  married  there.  John  I^.  was  two  years 
and  a  half  old  when  tlir  tamily  emigi-ated  to 
America.  They  sailed  from  Bremen  and 
landed  at  New  York,  thence  across  the  lakes 
to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  from  there  to 
AValworth  county,  settling  near  Lake  Geneva. 
Li  1853  they  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  and 
here  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived bothan  English  and  German  education. 
Lor  thirty-eight  years  lie  has  resided  in  this 
county,  and  is  well  known  and  respected 
here.  TIr'  father  lla^  lieeii  a  farmer  all  his 
lite.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  a  menilierof  the  Lutheran  Cliurch. 

During  the  war  .lolin  L.  idling  tendered 
liis  services  to  the  Union,  eiilisting  in  Alarch, 
1865,  in  the  l"'ifty-tirst  Wisconsin  Infantry 
^'olullteel•s.  His  regiment  was  stationed  for 
a  time  in  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and 
afterward  in  various  parts  of  Alissouri.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  August  15,  18C5, 
iTturni'il  to  his  home  in  La  Crosse  county, 
and  engageil  in  farming.      He  owns  an    12U- 
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acre  farm,  with  first-class  improvements  on 
it,  and  keeps  everything  in  good  shape. 

March  30, 1869,  Mr.  Yonng  married  Emma 
Jane  Pfatf.  Slie  was  born  in  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  June  3,  1851,  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  (15atalya)  Pfaff, 
natives  of  Germany  and  Switzerland  respect- 
ively. Mrs.  Young  was  reared  and  educated 
in  this  countj.  To  Mr.  Young  and  his  wife 
six  children  have  been  born,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  George  C.,  Libbie  E.,  wife  of 
Frank  Rommel,  of  Burns,  this  county;  Wal- 
ter A.,  William  M.  and  Elwin  F.  Oscar  M. 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Young  is  a  Republican,  and  a  member 
of  Nelson  Quygle  Post,  ^^.  233,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Mindoro.  He  is  a  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity,  is  frank  and  cordial  with  all,  and 
and  stands  high  in  the  community  where  he 
resides. 


f^ATHANIELO.  PITTENGER  is  agood 
example  of  what  can  lie  accomplished 
in  life  when  thorough  determination  to 
succeed  is  coupled  with  energy,  perseverance 
and  a  close  application  in  the  directions 
chosen.  Mr.  Pittenger  was  brought  np  to  a 
farm  life,  applied  himself  to  his  calling  upon 
star*-ing  out  for  himself,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  165  acres.  He  is  one 
of  the  ohl  settlers  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Onahiska,  and  is  popular  and  well  liked  liy 
all  who  have  had  l)usiness  relations  with  him. 
He  was  l)orn  in  Richhmd  county,  Ohio, 
Novemlier  25,  1822,  a  son  of  Abraham 
Pittenger,  who  was  born  near  Cadiz,  Ohio, 
and  grandson  of  Peter  Pittenccer,  of  Virginia, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  the 
latter  being  a  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
of  Dutch  descent.     The  family  was  first  rep- 


resented in  this  country  by  three  brotliers, 
who  came  to  America  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  they  have  always  been  classed 
among  the  useful  residents  of  this  country, 
many  members  of  whom  have  won  enviable 
reputations  as  soldiers  and  statesmen.  Abra- 
ham Pittenger  was  married  to  Eleanor 
Ferguson,  daughter  of  John  Ferguson.  She 
was  born  and  reared  near  Cadiz,  Ohio,  and 
inheriteil  Scotch  blood  of  her  ancestors,  a 
number  of  the  early  members  of  which 
family  were  Revolutionary  sohliers  and  ])ar- 
ticipants  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  Pittenger 
was  called  from  life  in  1846,  having  liorne 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters:  James,  who 
was  a  Union  soldier,  and  died  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  while  still  in  early  manhood.  Abraham 
Pittenger  took  for  his  second  wife  Lucy 
Rand,  who  bore  him  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1852,  followed  the  calling  of  a 
farmer  throughout  life,  and  died  in  Tempea- 
leau  county,  this  State,  in  1879.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch.  Nathaniel  O. 
Pitteno-er  was  edncateil  in  the  public  schools, 
and  after  reaching  manhood  lived  for  eleven 
years  in  Williams  county,  but  became  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  county  in  1865,  and  pur- 
chased the  William  Bowman  farm  of  165 
acres,  on  which  he  erected  a  good  residence, 
16  X  24  feet,  and  a  barn,  22  x  36  feet.  This 
farm  is  well  cultivated  and  well  watered,  and 
is  considered  a  valuable  one.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  18-46,  to  Miss  Ann  Stevenson,  a 
woman  of  much  intelligence,  who  was  born, 
reai-ed  and  educated  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth 
(Kennedy)  Stevenson,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  Pittenger  and  his 
wife  two  children  have  lieen  boi'n:  Abraham, 
who    was    born    in    Richland    county,  Ohio, 
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August  20,  1851,  received  liis  education  in 
that  and  Williams  oouiitv,  was  married  in 
1875.  to  Eva  Sanderson,  ol'  Miciiiijan.  daugii- 
ter  of  Cyrus  and  Pluelie  (Weston)  Sandei-sou, 
and  by  lier  is  the  t'atiier  of  two  eiiiidren: 
JUirton  and  (Jora.  lie  lias  a  gooii  farm  of 
106  acres  near  iiis  father,  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  ami  well  improved  witii  huildiiiir^. 
He  has  lieen  a  member  of  the  .\.  1".  iV:  A.  .M . 
lodge  at  La  Crosse  since  1^7-4.  'i'iii!  dtlier 
child  Ixirn  to  Nathaniel  ().  Pitteiigeris  .Mary 
Ellen,  wife  of  .1.  ('.  Keizer.  a  merchant  of 
Midway.  Mr.  I'ittetiger's  children  who  are 
deceased  ;ire  as  follows:  .\lfrcd,  wlio  died  at 
tiie  age  of  twenty-oiu?  years;  Levi,  who  died 
at  twenty-eight,  leaving  thi'ce  children:  Wes- 
ley, .Milton  and  Laura:  atid  Samuel,  who 
died  while  a  student  at  (i.desville  College, 
when  nineteen  years  old.  .Mr.  I'ittenger  is  a 
l)cinocrat,  and  has  been  a  .Mi'son  >ince  1852. 
He  has  held  a  nunilier  of  minor  positions  in 
his  township,  and  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  La  Crosse  county.  He  is  now 
sixty-nine  years  of  age,  ami  t\veiity-ti\e  years 
of  his  early  life  was   !-pent    at   hlaekhmithing. 


iU.S.  Cll.VULOTTE    FI'.ENCII  i.~  the 
'uti'nh   relict  of  Joseph    French,  one  of  tiic! 

.V  V      , 
^.icp^  first    settlers   of    La    Crosse   county, 

Wisconsin,    who   (•■ime    here    in     May,    1851. 

He   was    born    in    (Jreat    IJowden,    I.,eicester- 

sliire.  iuigland.  I  >eeeuiber  .5,  1^'il,   a   son    (d' 

Joseph  and  Hannah  (Cill)  l-'rencli,  the  fornnT 

of  whom  wa>  a  farmer  and  t'attle  dealer,   and 

became    a    well-to-do  man.      He    died    at   the 

age  of  sixty-five  years,  at  whiidi    time  (jf   life 

his  wife  alsodied,  in  this  county.      They  were 

tile  parentsof  three  children  :  Hannah  Martha, 

deceased;  Lydia,  still  living,  and  .loM-ph.   The 

latter   was    married    .Vpril    21,  l^H.  to    Miss 

Chai-lotte  liogers,  who  was  born    in    England 


December  It),  1^23,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Kogers  and  .^Llrtha  (Middy)  Rogers,  and 
granddaughtei-  of  .lohn  Rogers.  Thomas 
and  Martha  Rogers  became  the  ])arents  of 
nine  children:  Charlotte,  Jidm  and  Elizabeth 
(twins),  Robert,  Mary  .Vnn,  William,  Emily, 
Reb{>cca  and  (Teorge.  Thomas  Roarers  died 
in  England  in  1877  at  the  age  of  sc^venty- 
eight  years,  and  his  wife  passed  from  life  in 
her  native  land  Febriniry  t],  ISDO.  at  the  age 
of  ninety.  Seven  years  after  his  marriage 
Joseph  Eiencli  came  to  .\merica,  sailing  from 
Liverpool  and  landing  at  New  York,  and  soon 
after  came  to  .Milwaukee,  Wi.-consin.  and 
then  to  La  Crosse,  which  at  that  time  con- 
sisted of  seven  or  eight  houses.  He  made 
the  first  road  to  the  place,  where  he  settled 
on  a  farm,  and  the  country  was  a  complete 
wilderness,  inhahited  by  wild  animals  and 
numerous  Indians.  March  7,  lS(i5,  he 
eidisted  in  the  I'nion  army:  his  service 
closed  in  August,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  and  he  returned  home.  The  farm 
which  he  now  owns,  consisting  of  3l)0  acres, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county,  but  the 
soil  is  still  exceeilingly  productive  and  is 
carefully  tilled.  It  is  inqirowii  with  gooil 
buildings  (d' all  descriptions  and  is  a  valuable 
place.  The  following  are  the  names  of  his 
children:  Martha  E.,  George  G.,  natives  of 
England;  Charlotte  E.,of  Winona,  Minnesota, 
now  Mrs.  Webb;  Joseph  ()..  of  thi,  township; 
Emily  I.,  at  home;  Robert  R.,  al-o  at  home; 
and  the  followin<r  children,  that  are  al.-o  de- 
ceased: Charlotte  .Vnn.  Willie  Gill,  Lydia 
Maria  anil  .VI ice  .Vgnes. 

Joseph  French,  tlte  father,  was  called  from 
life  July  0,  Is^l*,  when  in  his  sixl  \'  eighth 
yeai'.  He  had  been  a  prominent  nnin  of  his 
townshiji,  but  aside  from  holding  the  position 
of  school  Treasurer  twenty-one  years,  he  held 
no  other  olHce.  He  was  a  member  of  John 
Flynn  I'ost,  No.  77,  of  North  La  Crosse,  and 
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ill  his  business  and  social  relations  showed 
that  he  was  a  man  of  hroad  views.  lie  was 
kind  and  considerate  in  his  family,  and  his 
death  was  deemed  a  great  loss  to  the  com- 
mnnity  in  which  he  resided.  Mrs.  French 
is  a  remarkably  well  preserved  woman,  and 
her  agreeable  and  cordial  manners  have  ob- 
tained for  her  the  aflfection  and  respect  of  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
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f()lI^'  llOBBS.— This  gentleman  has  been 
a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county  since  1851. 
lie  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  near 
the  city  of  iJristol,  July  15,  1832,  and  his 
parents,  Archleus  Ilobbs  and  nee  Mary  Jol- 
ler,  were  natives  of  the  same  place.  He  was 
fifteen  months  of  age  when  the  family  sailed 
for  America,  landing  here  after  a  stormy 
voyage  of  nine  weeks.  They  settled  near 
Albany,  New  York,  where  they  lived  for 
seven  years,  after  which  they  moved  to  a 
place  near  Sandusky,  Huron  county,  Ohio. 
Later  they  emigrated  to  Canada  and  settled 
near  Fort  Maiden.  Their  next  move  was  to 
Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin.  In  1851 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to  La  Crosse 
county  and  purchased  160  acres,  the  first  land 
sold  here — State  land — for  wdiich  he  paid 
SI. 25  per  acre.  A  short  time  afterward  he 
was  joined  by  his  parents.  His  father  was 
twice  married,  and  John  was  the  only  child 
by  the  second  marriage.  By  the  first  union 
four  children  were  born,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  One  son  lives  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  and  another  in  zVrizoiia.  The 
daughter  resides  in  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Ilolibs 
died  here  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
and  Mr.  Hobbs  passed  away  in  187-4,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  The  latter  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation;  politically,  a  Whig;  relig- 
iously, an  Episcopalian. 


John  Ilobbs  was  reared  to  farm  life  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  lie 
was  anioiiii'  the  tirst  settlers  in  tliis  county. 
La  Crosse,  in  1851,  contained  only  a  few 
houses  and  log  cabins,  and  Deacon  Smith  and 
Kublee  had  started  a  store  just  before  Mr. 
Hobbs  came  here.  Mr.  Hobbs  at  first  built 
a  log  cabin  on  his  farm,  which  was  subse- 
quently replaced  by  a  board  house. 

On  the  17tli  of  Noveiiii)er,  18G1,  :\Ir. 
Hobbs  enlisted  in  the  Second  AVisconsin 
Cavalry,  a  regiment  that  made  a  good  record 
by  valiant  service.  lie  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  important  engagements,  and  at  one 
time  was  thrown  from  a  horse,  receivincr 
serious  injuri  .-,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
has  never  recovered.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  war  he  was  in  Texas  witli  General  Custer. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Austin, 
Texas,  after  a  service  of  four  years  and  one 
month. 

Mr.  Hobbs  now  owns  a  good  farm  of  240 
acres,  near  Mindoro,  in  Farmington  town- 
ship; has  a  two-story  residence,  substantial 
barn  and  other  improvements;  and  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  and   stock-raising. 

He  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
to  Miss  Mary  Newcom,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  daughter  of  Herald  and  Sarah 
(Spencer)  Newcom,  natives  respectively  of 
New  York  State  and  England.  They  died  in 
Arcadia,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilobbs 
have  eleven  children,  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  viz.:  John  G.,  of  Wyoming;  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  Harry  Dufheld,  of  Billings,  Mon- 
tana: liachel,  wife  of  William  Barclay,  of 
Ked  Lodge,  Montana;  Clara  A.,  wife  of 
James  Barclay,  also  of  Red  Lodge;  Elva 
Isabella  and  Martha  Eleanor,  of  the  same 
place;  Sarah  T.,  at  home;  Gracie  E.,  also 
at  home;  Cyrus  Edwin  and  Bishop  II.,  of 
Noi'tli  La  Crosse;  and  Albert  Moni'oe,  of 
Billings,  Montana. 
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J[r.  IIoMis  i^  a  Ilepiil)lit-an,  ami  a  meinher 
of  Xelson  Qnyt^le  Pust,  No.  233,  beinir  a 
oliarter  ineiiilier  and  Junior  Vice-Coininaiuicr 
of  the  same. 


t  LARSON,  a  meinlier  of  tlie  tirin  of 
Jolmson  et  Larson,  general  merchant!?, 
**  West  Salem,  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent Imsitiess  men  in  La  Crosse  county.  He 
is  an  American  citizen  by  adoption,  his  native 
country  being  Norway,  where  he  was  born 
Fel>rnary  11,  1856.  Ilis  parents,  Ciiristian 
and  Camelia  (Johnson)  Larson,  are  also 
natives  of  Norway,  but  are  now  residents  of 
this  cuunty;  tiie  father  is  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, liut  when  he  emigrated  t(.i  America  iti 
1S5()  he  came  without  capital  excepting  that 
with  which  nature  iiad  endowed  him.  He 
went  to  Work  with  a  will  and  determination. 
was  frugal  and  industrious,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  390  acres  of  land,  tlie  greater  por- 
tion cit  which  is  under  cultivation.  He  was 
niarrieil  in  this  country  in  1S03,  and  lias 
reai'ed  a  family  of  ten  children:  the  oldest 
one  is  the  subject  id'  this  liiiigra])hy ;  Nettie, 
the  wife  of  J.  K.  J.)hnson;  Mattie,  Ben, 
Julia,  the  wife  of  L.  .bdmson;  Edward. 
Theresa  A.,  (_)scar.  .lohu  and  (Mara.  L.  Lai'- 
Son  was  raised  on  a  farm,  and  followc'l  agi-i- 
cnlture  with  gooil  success  until  iSSl.  when 
he  embarked  in  nu'rcantili^  ti':idi\  iiavin^ 
formed  a  ]>artn>Tslii]i  with  ^^r.  .lohnson  at 
West  Salem.  This  is  next  t(_>  the  oMest  tirui 
in  the  ])lace  in  the  general  mercantile  trade. 
They  keep  a  large  and  well  selected  stocd;  of 
dry  gf)ods,  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  hats  and 
caps,  groceries,  crockery,  and  ghissware.  and 
tluur  sales  probably  ag^cregate  more  than  any 
other  fii-m  in  town.  Their  trade  has  been 
increasing  fi'oni  year  to  year,  and  has  ne.'cs- 
pitatco    the   addition    from    time   to    time    of 


competent  clerks.  Their  prosperity  is  due  to 
good  management,  honorable  dealing,  and  an 
earnest  desire  to  supply  the  demands  of  the 
market.  Their  location  is  easy  of  access,  and 
their  patronaire  is  probably  the  largest  in  this 
portion  of   the  county. 

^fr.  Larson  has  always  made  it  a  point  to 
investigate  all  jiublic  movements  and  to  give 
a  generous  support  to  those  enterprises  which 
have  for  their  object  the  best  interests  of  the 
community.  I'olitically  he  aJheres  to  the 
princijials  of  the  [ie])ublican  jiarty. 

In  the  year  1883,  October  24.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Jidmson, 
a  daughter  of  Christian  Johnson  and  Helen 
Johnson.  Two  chihlren  have  i)lessed  this 
union:  Clyde  C.  and  Harvey  (t.  liotli  the 
father  and  mother  are  members  of  tiie  N  ir- 
wegiaii  Lutheran  (Miurch.  They  are  people 
of  sterling  traits  of  character,  and  live  a  life 
acconlinir  to  their  hiirliest  convictions. 


|KV.  JOllX   J.    VAr(iIIAN.  acontrac- 

u  tor  and  builder  at  l'>aiioiir,  Wisconsin,  a 
■S(J]\  son  of  .liihn  and  Jane  Vaughan.  de- 
ceased, was  born  in  Nurtli  Wales,  Givat 
r.riiain.  Aj.ril  19.  ls2C.. 

The  father  of  the  subjecr  of  ;his  ske'cli 
brou^cht  his  t'unily  to  Oneida  county.  New 
York,  in  1^31,  settling  on  a  farm  in  liemsen 
township,  anil  was  a  lab  ii-er  (hiring  the  buihl- 
ing  of  the  New  York  Central  railroiii, 
bet weiMi  Ti'oy  and  Schenectady.  Our  subject's 
early  boyhood  wa-  speu'  on  a  farai.  and  re- 
ceived hi<  education  at  Whitestown  Seminary, 
New  ^'.u-k.  and  he  attended  the  Biblical  In- 
stitute, which  was  then  a  ])art  of  said  semi- 
nary. He  afttn-ward  pursued  a  theological 
course  in  the  Baptist  Theologic:iI  Seminary 
at  Morgan  Park,  near  Chicago,  Illinois. 

He  helped  raise    several   companies  for  the 
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Union  army.  lie  took  on  active  part  in  the 
cainpiiujn  of  18(30,  and  also  in  the  campaign 
of  1804,  in  electing  Ruscoe  Conkling  to  Con- 
gress; he  likewise  nsed  his  influence  to  secure 
Roscoe  Conkling's  first  nomination  to  Con- 
gress in  1858. 

Mr.  Vaughan  taught  school  many  winters 
both  before  and  after  the  war.  He  received 
a  State  certificate  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  at  Albany,  New  York, 
when  the  Hon.  V.  M.  Rice  was  the  State 
Superintendent.  A  great  number  of  his 
former  pupils  inilisted  in  the  ITnion  ai'my,  and 
every  one  acted  his  ]iart  well  in  service  of  his 
country. 

He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  18(35,  and  located 
at  Bangor,  where  has  resided  ever  since,  ex- 
cept" three  or  four  summers  which  he  spent 
in  Brown  and  Clark  counties.  South  Dakota. 
He  taught  three  winters  at  Bangor,  and  also 
eight  terms  in  the  Prairie  school,  two  miles 
southeast  of  Bangor  village,  and  six  winters 
at  Rockland,  Wisconsin. 

He  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Bangor,  four  years,  and  has  acted  as  a  supply 
for  several  years  besides.  He  has  followed 
the  carpenter's  trade  at  different  times  since 
he  came  to  Wisconsin,  except  while  he  was  in 
Dakota,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  mis- 
sionary, and  while  thei'e  he  helped  organize 
three  or  four  churches,  paying  much  of  his 
own  funds  in  erecting  church  edifices,  etc. 

Mr.  Vaughan  was  twice  married.  He  was 
married  the  first  time  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Thomas,  a  native  of  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  Richard  E.  and  Mary 
Thomas.  There  were  three  children  born  to 
them — two  survive:  Richard  M.  and  Jennie, 
his  first  born.  Mrs.  Vaughan  died  Septem- 
ber 27,  187y.  On  December  31, 1885,  he  was 
married  the  second  time,  to  Maggie  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  T.  Edwards,  of  Leon,  Monroe 
county,  Wisconsin.     They  have  two  children: 


John  J.,  Jr.,  born  November  18,  1888;   their 
little  daughter,  Matgretta  Ma}',  was  born  May 

7,  isni.  ' 

Mr.  Vaughan  served  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  two  yc^^''*-  He  is  a  Republican 
politically,  and  was  present  !it  one  of  the  first 
conventions  when  the  Republican  jjarty  was 
formed  in  1855.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
oppose  the  "Ivnow- Nothing"  party  in  his 
locality. 


l^jENRY  1.  BLISS,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
IfMl  ^  civil  engineer  an<l  a  member  of  the 
*W^  American  Society  of  Engineers,  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  has 
for  many  years  held  positions  of  trust  in  the 
same.  He  svas  l)orn  in  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, graduated  at  Yale  in  the  class  of  1833, 
and  has  since  graduation  practiced  his  pro- 
fession excepting  that  during  three  months 
in  1855  he  was  engaged  as  principal  of  the 
classical  department  of  the  High  School  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  Before  coming  West 
he  was  engaged  on  the  survey  of  the  New 
York  &  Boston  Air  Line  Railroad;  afterward, 
at  tlie  West,  on  the  survey  of  the  Milwaukee 
&  Fond  du  Lac  Railroad;  subsequently  on 
tlie  survey  and  construction  of  the  La  Crosse 
&  Milwaukee  Railroad,  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railroad,  the  La  Crosse  &  Prairie  du 
Chien  Railroad,  the  La  Crosse,  Trempealeau 
&  Prescott  Railroad,  a  preliminary  survey  of 
a  line  of  railroad  from  La  Crosse  to  Winona; 
also  several  preliminary  and  trial  railroad 
lines  in  Southern  Minnesota  and  Western 
Wisconsin. 

He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  the  fall  of  1855, 
l)ut  did  not  locate  here  permanently  until  the 
spring  of  1858,  since  which  time  till  the 
present  he  has  had  an  office  liere  for  tlie 
practice  of   civil  engineering  and   surveying. 
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at  first  in  partnership  with  George  Gregory, 
afterwanl  with  ^[r.  (Jrcgory  and  ^Yallac•o  M. 
Spear,  tlien  with  Mr.  Spear  until  lSt]().  since 
wliich  time  he  has  had  no  partner. 

From  the  eommeneement  of  tlie  city  g'<v- 
ernment  in  185(5  until  1860,  either  he  or  one 
of  his  partners  held  the  ofKee  of  City  Enjji- 
neer.  and  after  ISGO  he  held  it  until  1884. 
He  also  held  the  otiice  of  County  Surveyor  of 
[.a  Crosse  county  for  a  considerable  'itne. 
He  planned  the  I.a  Crosse  City  Water  Works, 
and.  with  a  few  ntlier  citizens,  against  the 
vii^orous  opposition  of  a  lai-ge  majority  <if 
v(.)ters,  succeeded  in  securing  theii'  construc- 
tion, lie  has  always  been  forward  in  the 
promotion  of  public  improvements,  and  has 
carried  on.  in  connection  with  his  civil  engi- 
neering and  surveying,  a  ri'al-estate  business 
for  Western  Wisconsin  and  Southern  Minne- 
sota, and  by  the  sale  of  chea]i  lots  in  La 
Crosse  city  to  be  built  ujioii  and  occupied,  he 
has  greatly  prcjuiotcd  the  iri'owth  of  the  city. 
In  1S71I.  with  Alex.  .McMillan  and  AV.  U. 
Sill,  he  contracted  with  the  I'ostotfice  De- 
])artment  of  the  I'liited  States  Government 
for  the  rental  of  a  postotlice  to  them  and 
ere'jteii  the  block  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Main  aii'l  Third  streets,  in  the  corm  r  room 
(d'  which  the  I. a  Crosse  postotlice  was  located 
tor  a  term  of  ten  yeai's. 

He  is  a  ('(iiii:reL.'ationalist.  and  was  for 
many  years  a  deacon  of  tlie  f'ir^t  Congrega- 
tional Church  id'  La  ( 'ro.-~e  and  a  trustee  of 
the  society.  He  has  been  a  Republican  in 
politics  since  the  origin  of  the  jiarty. 
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"^0.\.    FU.V.NK    I'OOLKK,   a    member  of 
'T]    the   C.    H.     Nichols    Lumber   Company. 
"T^'i    Oiuilaska,  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  tli(jse  en 
(erprising  and  pi-ogressive  business  men  who 
idve  life  and  activity  to  all   circles    in    whicii 


they  move,  leailing  sjiirits  without  whom 
there  would  be  no  growth,  no  develoi)inent. 
He  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  ATaine, 
October  23,  IS-tT,  a  son  of  George  and  Har- 
riet (Rogers)  Pooler,  natives  of  Canada  and 
iieople  of  great  stability  of  character;  they 
went  from  the  Dominion  to  Maine,  where 
tliey  were  married,  and  in  1876  removed  to 
(Jnalaska.  Their  son  Frank,  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  i-eceived  his  educa- 
tion in  his  native  state.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  concluded  that  he  would  try  his 
fortune  in  the  West,  and  accordingly  in  1865 
he  came  to  Wisconsin.  The  tirst  employ- 
ment h(^  secured  was  in  the  lumber  industry; 
for  three  years  he  was  on  the  river  and  in  tlie 
woods,  and  then  he  went  to  Clarksville,  Pike 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Returning  to  LaCrosse  county  in  1871, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  C.  H.  Nichols 
Lumber  Com])any,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  one  of  tlie  most  energetic  and  intiuen- 
tial  of  the  company's  forces.  Afterwards 
Col.  Nichols  sold  his  interest  to  Charles  H. 
and  Frank  E.  Nichols,  his  sons,  ami  Frank 
Pooler,  his  son-in-lnw;  he  gave;  to  each  of 
his  sons  $10, 000.  a!id  loaned  to  the  new  firm 
ii;2l),(t(IO. 

Mr.  Fooler  was  united  in  marriai^e  .lanuary 
(),  1N70.  to  Miss  Cornelia  F.  Nichols,  a 
danghtiM-  of  Colonel  ('.  ]\L  Nichol>,  a  native 
of  Dane  county.  Wisconsin.  Four  children 
have  been  born  of  this  ;iriion:  Rlanche  N., 
Karl,  Don  (/anieron  and  Vance  R. 

in  addition  to  the  enterprise  already  men- 
tione(l.  Mr.  Fooler  has  time  to  devote  to  the 
following  corpoi-ations:  he  is  a  director  of 
the  RIack  River  Improveineiit  Company,  of 
the  Rlaid<  Ri\-er  Driving  .Vs-ociation.  of  the 
Fast  Fork  Impi-o\-eiiient  Coinjiany,  in  the 
organization  of  whi(di  he  assisted,  and  of  the 
Street  Jlaihvay  Company,  of  which  he  was  a 
director   at    the   time   of   its   organization    in 
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1890.  He  has  represented  the  people  of  La 
Crosse  conntv  in  the  State  Le^ishiture,  wliere 
lie  gnanled  their  interests  with  snch  fidi'litv 
as  to  win  their  entii-e  contidenco.  Pcilitically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  ]iarty;  he 
lias  been  a  member  of  the  county  board  of 
Supervisors,  of  which  he  was  chairman  for 
two  years.  lie  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge,  chapter, 
and  consistory.  The  family  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Pooler  con- 
tributes a  generous  support. 

He  has  also  served  as  Mayor  of  tlie  city,  in 
addition  to  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor 
which  have  been  accorded  him,  but  in  no 
condition  or  surroundings  has  he  ever 
wavered  from  the  course  which  he  esteemed 
the  true  one,  and  l.iest  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  those  whom  he  represented. 


fETER  FIERS,  farmer,  Midway,  Wis- 
consin, ranks  among  the  well-known 
and  successful  men  of  foreign  birth 
who  make  their  home  in  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  Holland,  on  the 
25th  day  of  June,  ls45  and  is  a  son  of  Peter 
Fiers,  Sr.,  the  surname  having  been  for  seven 
generations  in  the  family,  it  being  a  favorite. 
The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Anna  Yans 
Van  Hasinga,  and  both  she  and  her  husband 
were  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Holland. 
They  were  well  respected  and  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  country.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Henrietta, 
who  died  in  Holland,  and  Peter,  Jr.  The 
father  was  a  man  of  education  and  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years  was  a  successful  school 
teacher.  He  was  secretary  of  an  insurance 
company  and  held  the  position  of  trustee  and 
Notary  Public  for  years. 

Peter  Fiers,  Jr.,  received  a  good  education 


in  his  native  country,  for  hi>  fatiier  wanted 
him  to  follow  the  same  profcsjson  as  him- 
self. Peter,  Jr.,  was  not  of  the  same  mind, 
and  his  greatest  desire  was  to  lie  a  sailor  and 
go  round  the  world  He  ran  away  two  or  three 
times,  liut  was  returned,  for  he  could  not  leave 
the  jioi't  without  his  father's  cons  nt.  How- 
ever, on  the  7th  of  March,  18(!9,  he  left  Har- 
lingen,  Holland,  and  went  to  Hull,  England, 
thence  to  Liverpool  and  took  the  sliiji  '-Ne- 
vada" for  New  York.  He  was  thirteen  days 
in  making  the  voyage  to  the  United  States, 
and  here  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since. 
He  has  worketl  on  the  railroads,  steamboats, 
at  lumliering  and  farming.  He  has  visited 
his  native  country  twice,  once  in  1N74,  and 
again  in  187G,  when  his  father  was  very  sick. 
Mr.  Fiers  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
March,  1888,  and  has  228  acres  of  excellent 
land,  two  dwelling-houses  on  it  and  two 
barns.  He  is  thoroughgoing  and  progress- 
ive, and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  in  this 
section.. 

He  was  married  on  the  3d  of  March,  1871, 
to  Miss  Anna  Alary  Ingelbery,  a  native  of 
Stanga,  Norway,  near  Christiania.  She  was 
reared  and  educated  in  her  native  country 
and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Wisconsin.  Her 
parents,  Ingelbery  and  Mary  (Gilbert)  Ingel- 
bery, were  natives  of  Norway  and  there  passed 
their  entire  lives. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fiers  were  born  eight 
living  children:  Peter  William,  at  home; 
Edwin,  Mary,  Henrietta,  Gnstalf  Adolph, 
Anna  Dorotha,  Lawren  C,  John  and  Ma- 
bel Grace.  One  son,  John,  died  at  a  little 
over  eleven  months.  He  was  the  sixth  child 
in  order  of  birth. 

In  jiiilitics  Jlr.  Fiers  is  a  Demo,  rat  and 
socially  he  is  a  membei' of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. In  religion  he  was  reared  a  Mennon- 
ite,  but  his    wife   ludds    membership    in    the 
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Lutheran  Cliurcli.  Slie  is  tlie  only  one  of 
lier  family  now  living.  ^[i-.  Ficrs  is  a  man 
of  learning  anil  has  seen  much  of  the  world. 

aPTfjrKr  I  ).\'\'L,  dealer  in  a<^ricultnral  im- 
fhyi  pleinents,  "West  Salem,  is  one  of  the 
St.-  most  enterprising  business  men  of  that 
place,  and  is  entitled  to  nmre  than  passing 
metitiiiii  in  this  reeor<l  of  the  leading  citizens 
f)f  La  Crosse  county.  lie  is  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, born  October  0.  ISotl.  and  is  a  son  of 
Jacolj  and  Ilelga  Johaneson;  they  ai-e  also 
natives  of  Norway,  but  emigrated  with  their 
family  to  America  in  IStio;  they  .settled  on  a 
farm  in  Trempealeau  conntv,  Wisconsin,  and 
resided  there  si.\  years;  thence  they  removed 
to  Martin  county,  Minnesota,  and  at  the  end 
of  four  years  went  to  Hamilton  county.  Iowa, 
where  thev  are  now  living;  the  father  is 
se\enty-eight  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  is 
ten  years  vnunger.  They  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children:  Joham's,  Ingeborg,  Magrete, 
Lars,  Ld,  Martha.  Jacol),  Hurt,  the  subj -ct  of 
this  notice;  Angel,  and  .Maggie,  the  wife 
of  Ole  Maakestad. 

When  ^Ir.  I>avl  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years 
he  assume(l  the  resjionhibility  of  his  own 
support,  ami  for  tour  year^  was  employed  by 
the  farmers  in  the  lU'ighliorlioiMl  nf  his  home. 
lie  formed  a  partnersliiji  with  L.  ().  Ivei-ms, 
at\d  For  live  years  they  two  cmiducti'd  a  black- 
smith and  wagiiii  shop  at  Wi'st  Salem ;  they 
built  up  a  profitable  trade  and  won  an  envi- 
able reputation  in  commercial  circles  as  honor- 
able, upright  men.  I'rininus  to  this,  how- 
ever, Mr.  i-)ayl  had  had  an  experienct'  cd'  ten 
years  as  a  blacksmith,  having  learned  the 
trade  in  his  early  maidioml.  When  he  severed 
his  relationship  witli  Mr.  Kerms  he  embarked 
in  the  agricultural  implement  liusiiie>s:  his 
.sales  in  LS'.K)  amounted  to  more  than  Sli.ddO, 


and  in  1S91  to  more  than  8-4,000.  He  car- 
ries a  full  st<)(dc  (if  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
implements,  including  threshing-machiiu'S, 
and  in  all  his  dealings  he  is  known  to  employ 
the  mo.-t  correct  business  methods. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  August  30, 
1S84,  to  Miss  Hertha  Larson,  a  daughter  of 
Erick  and  .Vguete  Larson.  Mrs.  Dayl's  par- 
ents emigi'ateil  tVom  .Norway  to  America  abont 
twenty-six  years  ago,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse 
county;  they  Inul  born  to  them  seven  children: 
Mary,  Lars,  Mrs.  Dayl,  Ole,  deceased;  Otilda, 
.Vnton  ]!..  deceased,  and  Anna   Emolia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dayl  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ililma,  KImi'r  and  Alice.  They 
attend  the  sci-vices  of  the  Xoi-\vegiau  Lu- 
theran ('hurch.  and  contribute  liberally  to  its 
support. 

^RIK  li.  UVXXIXG,  dealer  in  clothing 
Tffli  and  men's  furnishing  goods,  727  liose 
bpi  street.  La  ("rosse,  is  on(>  of  the  leading 
spirits  in  commercial  circles  in  his  adopted 
city,  for  he  is  not  a  native  .American.  Ue 
was  born  in  .Xcu'way,  Lebruary  14,  185S,  a 
son  of  I'redi'ik  and  Wilhelmina  (.lachwitz) 
Kynning,  also  Norwegians  by  birth;  the 
father  was  editor  of  a  new>|i,aper  in  the 
noi'thern  jiart  of  that  counti'v,  and  was  widely 
and  favdi-alily  known.  lie  diecl  in  lsS9.  at 
the  age  of  si.xty-eight  years;  his  wife  dieil  in 
1808,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  year,-;  they 
were  both  consistent  members  of  the  Xor- 
wegian  Lutheran  Church.  The  family,  nuin- 
berino  four  children,  were  named  as  follows: 
Krik  I!.,  the  subject  of  this  biography; 
l'"i-edi-ik  ^Vilhelm.  a  painter  in  Tacoma,  "Wash- 
ington; Marie,  wln)died  among  the  pine-clad 
hills  of  her  own  land  at  th(>ageof  four  years; 
.and    J.  (iconic    ,M..    a    druggist    at    Merrill, 


BIOORAPHWAL     UISTORr. 


Wisconsin;  he  was  fcjnnei'ly  in  business  at 
West  Salem. 

JMr.  Rynning  acquired  an  education  in  one 
of  the  leading  schools  and  high  schools  of 
Christiania,  Norway,  and  in  the  Polytechnic 
College  of  Gothenberg,  Sweden;  he  was 
graduated  from  the  latter  as  a  civil  engineer 
in  1876,  and  following  this  event  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  bank  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 
The  opportunities  and  advantages  of  America 
being  pictured  to  him  in  glowing  colors,  he 
determined  to  cross  the  sea  and  investigate 
for  himself.  Accordingly,  in  1877,  he  bade 
farewell  to  the  scenes  of  his  chiklhood  and  set 
sail  for  the  United  States.  He  came  at  once 
to  La  Crosse  after  landing  here,  and  the  first 
employment  he  had  was  with  the  Southern 
Minnesota  Raih'oad;  he  worked  on  the  survey 
of  this  line  for  two  summers,  and  during  the 
winter  did  whatever  presented  itself.  He 
then  secured  a  permanent  position  with  N.  B. 
Holway  as  book-keeper  and  general  manager 
of  the  office. . 

In  the  fall  of  1885  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Ole  Pederson,  the  firm  name  being 
Pederson  &  Rynning;  this  relationship  con- 
tinued with  great  success  until  July,  1887, 
when  Mr.  Rynning  purchased  Mr.  Pederson's 
interest  in  the  business.  He  has  been  doing 
a  thriving  business,  and  has  received  his  share 
of  the  patronage  of  La  Crosse  county.  He  is 
a  self-made  man,  the  only  capital  he  had  be- 
ing that  with  which  nature  and  a  good  educa- 
tion had  endowed  him.  He  is  an  excellent 
type  of  the  Norwegian  thoroughly  American- 
ized; lie  is  enthusiastic  in  his  support  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
experience  has  proven  that  thrift  brings  its 
own  reward,  and  that  enterprise  rarely  fails  of 
reaping  its  just  harvest. 

Mr.  Rynning  was  married,  ^lay  18,  1883_ 
to  Miss  Cathinka  Steen,  a  daughter  of  Thor 
Steeu,  who  came  to  America  from   Norway 


about  1867;  he  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  (jf 
fifty-two  years;  his  wife  lived  to  be  sixty  yeai's 
of  age.  Thfir  chilihvii  were:  (iiinihi,  wifi-  of 
A.  Magnusson,  who  had  three  children;  Mrs. 
Rynning;  Thora,  wife  of  P.  A.  IJjorn,  who 
has  two  children;  Inga,  wife  of  Frank  II. 
Emery,  of  Mayvilk-,  North  Dakota;  and 
Agnes;  Theodore  is  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rynning  have  had  ijorn  t(i 
them  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Albert  Jerome,  Rolf  Steen  and  Paul 
Bertheau.  Tliey  are  mrmbers  of  the  Nor- 
wegian IjUtheran  L'iiurch.  Mr.  Rynning  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order,  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Norwegian  Workingmen's 
Society,  secretary  of  the  Norinauna  Sangerkor, 
a  male  chorus  numbering  thirty  voices,  with 
a  membership  of  eighty;  he  was  fVir  many 
years  the  leader  of  this  society.  He  has  for 
years  been  the  leader  of  the  choir  of  iiis 
church,  and  also  superintendent  of  its  Sunday- 
school.  Politically  lie  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 


^AMES  WILSON  was  born  August  5, 
JH  1856.  His  father,  James  Wilson,  Sr., 
^^  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  that  country  and  received 
his  education  there.  For  a  time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  mill.  He  married  Janet  Bar- 
clay, who  was  a  daughter  of  David  Barclay, 
and  who  was  born,  i-eared  and  educated  in  the 
same  neighborhood  with  Mr.  Wilson.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage,  June  12,  1855,  they 
came  to  America  and  direct  to  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  the  summer  of  1855, 
where  they  had  relatives,  James  Barclay 
being  a  half  brother  of  Mrs.  Wilson.  They 
first  settled  in  Hamilton  township,  where 
they  lived  for  some  years.  In  1865  they 
moved  to  the  town  of  Camjibell,  and  in  1869 
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came  to  tlie  I'anii  near  t^teveiistowii,  on  whieli 
the  subject  of  our  sketcli  now  lives.  Their 
faujily  was  composed  of  nine  cliiiih'en,  seven 
of  whom  are  now  iivinu;,  viz.:  James,  Kate, 
Alex.,  Jessie,  Marj.  ilagt,'ie  and  Lizzie.  Alex. 
is  now  in  Montana.  Mary  is  a  graduate  of 
the  West  Salem  High  School,  and  since  her 
graduation  has  heen  engaged  in  teaciiing 
school.  Margaret  and  David  tiled  in  infancy, 
the  fiirnier  at  the  at^e  of  eighteen  months, 
and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  tliree  years. 
James  Wilsdu,  Sr.,  departed  this  life  on  the 
12th  f  .lanuary,  1S7S,  when  in  his  sixty-first 
year.  Politically  he  was  a  liepuhlican;  re- 
ligiously a  Presbyterian,  flis  wife  died  on 
file  8th  of  October,  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years.  She  too  was  a  meml}er  of  the 
I'resbyterian  Church. 

The  subject  (if  (Mir  sketch  was  reared  (.>n  a 
farm,  ainl  re(ei\e(l  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  tiie  neighborhodd.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the 
fanning  operations,  and  has  successfully  con- 
ducted the  samt'.  ()n  him  devolved  the  care 
of  the  younger  children,  a  duty  he  has  m(.ist 
faithfully  discharged.  The  Wilson  farm  con- 
sists of  lliO  iicres  of  line  land,  and  is  well 
imprfived.  with  a  nice  cottage  home,  good 
Icirn,  modern  windmill,  cribs.  she(l>,  yards, 
etc..  and  on  it  general  I'arnung  and  daii-ying 
are  carrieil  on. 

.Mr.  Wilson  w;is  married  April  '.34.  Iss'J, 
to  Mary  iJick'.  who  was  bcjrn  in  Ti'emjiealeau 
county,  AViscoii.~iii,  dauuditer  of  \\"illiam  aii(l 
lio.-e  (Nealj  Dick,  natives  of  Scotland  and 
early  settlers  of  that  county.  This  union  has 
iieen   blessed  with  one  daughter.  Lulu  Janet. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Ue])\iblicun,  and  is  on(^  of 
the  wheel-horses  of  his  party.  lie  has  servc(| 
tiiree  years  as  Township  Clerk,  and  is  now  a 
J  ustice  (jf  the  i'eace.  lie  li;i~  liccn  a  meh]- 
ber  (jf  tiie  School  IJourd  [(jr  eioht  years. 
Socially  he  is  an  !.<).(>.  I"'.,  beini,'  ;i  member 


ot  Miiidoro  Lodge,  No.  318.     A  man  in  the 

prime  of  life,  frank  and  corilial  with  all,  and 
honoi-abic  in  his  every  dealing,  Mr.  Wilson 
is  regarded  as  a  good  citizen  and  a  ]>opular 
man. 


/^  V.  CH(»()K  dates  his  arrival  in  La 
o'^i  Cros.-e  county  in  1^53,  and  since  that 
^^  ®  time  has  lieen  a  resident  of  Farming- 
ton  townshi]!.  lie  is  one  (d'  the  enterjirising 
and  successful  farmers  of  the  county,  and  as 
such  is  deserving  of  appriipriate  mention  on 
the  pages  of  its  iiistory. 

Mr.  Crook  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
Vermont,  June  7,  1833.  His  father,  Orlan- 
do Crook,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
and  was  a  son  of  lienjamin  Crook,  also  a  New 
Knolander.  The  Crooks  trace  their  ancestry 
liack  to  a  sea  captain  who  came  across 
the  .\tlantic.  Mi'.  Crook's  mother  was.  be- 
fore her  marriage,  Sarah  KIkins;  and  she  too 
was  a  mitive  of  A'ermont  and  a  descendant  of 
English  ancestry.  J.  C.  Clrook  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  his  jiarcnts  came  t(_(  Wis- 
consin and  settled  in  liock  county,  eleven 
miles  east  of  Janesville.  In  1853  they  came 
to  this  county  and  settled  on  the  land  where 
he  now  resides.  When  Mr.  Crook  was  eight 
years  old  he  had  the  mi>fortune  to  lose  his 
mothei'.  who  died  in  N'erinont.  leaving  four 
cliildi-cn  :  Marcia.  James  ('..  Sai'ali  and  Helen. 
His  father  was  subse(|uentl y  mai'ried  to  Har- 
riette  Piper,  by  w  Imm  he  had  two  daughters, 
Ruth  and  .Mil. a,  born  in  this  county.  Mrs. 
Crc.ok  dieil  in  Oregon.  The  father  departed 
this  life  in  Mai-cli.  Isss.at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  lie  had  been  a  farmer  all  his 
life.  Politically  lie  had  at  difierent  times 
alliliated  with  the  Whigs.  Democrats  and  lie- 
iiublicans;    in  reliirion    he'  was   a  zealous  and 
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active  Methodist,  having  served  for  years  as 
class-leader  and  steward. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Six  months  he  worked  in  a  printing- 
otBce  at  Galena,  Illinois.  The  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides  consists  of  KiO  acres,  and  is 
well  improved,  with  a  comfortahle  cottage 
home,  good  barn  and  other  buildings,  modern 
wind  pump,  fences,  etc.,  and  is  conveniently 
arranged  for  successfully  carrying  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Mr.  Crook  was  married  when  he  was 
twenty-nine  years  of  age,  to  Catharine  lianck, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  city  and  reared 
in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin.  Her  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  Ranck,  are  deceased,  the 
father  dying  in  New  York,  and  the  mother 
in  this  county.  By  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Ranck,  Mr.  Crook  liad  five  children,  viz.: 
George,  who  resides  in  Montana;  Marcia, 
wife  of  George  Travis,  of  Holland  township, 
this  county,  Elvin  C,  of  Montana;  Minnie, 
a  successful  school-teacher;  and  Ilarvey,  in 
Montana.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  July,  1876.  In  1879  Mr.  Crook  married 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  (Cook)  Jones,  l»y  whom  he  had 
two  sons,  Albert  and  Jesse.  By  Mr.  Jones  she 
had  one  daughter,  Ida.  who  is  now  at  Gales- 
ville  College.  Both  Mr.  Crook  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


I^^AMUEL  DAVIS,  one  of  the  prosperous 
1^^  and  reliable  citizens  of  Farmington 
^^  township,  has  resided  here  since  1854. 
He  was  born  at  Ainesbury,  Essex  county, 
Massachusetts,  May  20,  1818,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Betsey  (Bagley)  Davis;  the 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  of  English  anct^s- 


try;  his  wife  was  of  Irish  extraction.  Jolin 
Davis  and  wife  were  natives  of  Massachuscl  ts 
aiui  liveil  in  that  State  all  their  li\'es.  Their 
families  wei'e  early  settlers  of  that  Common- 
wealth, and  were  among  the  leading  maiiu- 
facturei's  in  colonial  days. 

Samuel  Daxis  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Massachusetts,  at  Amesbury,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  went  to  work  on  a  railroad, 
the  Lower  Eastern.  His  first  work  was  exca- 
vating, but  he  soon  had  charge  of  a  gang  of 
men,  and  later  on  was  road- master;  this  was 
one  of  the  first  railroads  built  in  the  State, 
atid  aftcrsvanls  he  was  employed  on  the  (JId 
Colony.  In  1852  ho  came  West,  stopj.iiiig 
in  Chicago  for  a  time,  and  arriving  in  La 
Crosse  October  19;  by  the  21st  of  the  month 
he  was  laying  the  first  rails  of  the  Nortii- 
Western  Railway  on  Kinzie  street.  His  wide 
experience  in  railroad  building  in  the  East 
rendered  him  a  very  valuable  man  at  this 
time,  and  his  services  were  duly  appreciated. 
When  he  settled  in  La  Crosse  county,  in 
1854,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Farmington 
township,  buying  Government  land  at  $1.25 
per  acre.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin,  which 
in  after  years  was  rejilaced  with  a  comfort- 
able structure,  after  a  more  moilern  style  of 
architecture.  The  dwelling  is  surrounded  by 
a  good  wind-break  of  forest  trees,  and  the 
barns  and  cribs  are  neat  ami  substantially 
built;  the  farm  consists  of  240  acres,  120  of 
which  are  in  Jackson  county. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  at  Newburyport,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  Lavinia  B.  Merrill,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Betsey  Merrill,  meuibers  of  very 
highly  connected  families.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis  were  born  eight  children,  live  of  whom 
are  living:  Josephine  Goodenough,  James 
M.,  who  served  in  the  United  States  army 
three  years  during  the  civil  war,  Lavinia  K., 
Lura     (Jiiackenbnsh      and      Washington      L. 
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Laviniii  B.  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years' 
Fi-aiikliii  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and  one  in 
iiilanev. 

Politicall}'  unr  suhject  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  lie  has  been  Assessor  of 
the  township,  and  is  a  meml)er  of  the  board. 
Me  has  always  lent  a  cordial  support  to  edu- 
cational enterpri.^es.  and  has  given  his  chil- 
dren advantage  of  the  best  schools  in  the 
State,  lie  is  nuw  seventy-three  years  old, 
lint  bears  liis  age  lightly  and  bids  fair  to 
see  many  more  uset'ul  days. 


f|LE  O.   BLACK,  Jk.,  Assessor  of  Hol- 
fj  land  township.  La  Crosse  county,  is  one 
V  of  the  prominent  and  well-to-do  men  of 
this  vicinity. 

Fie  was  l.iorn  in  Xiirway,  March  26,  1849. 
Ilis  father,  (Me  O.  IJlack.  Sr.,  was  among  the 
Srst  settlers  of  this  township,  he  having 
located  here  iu  1852,  when  all  was  new  and 
wild.  AVhen  he  settled  here  his  nearest 
neii'hbors  on  the  south  were  at  Ilolmen,  four 
miles  away,  and  on  the  north  at  Gordon,  also 
a  distance  cf  four  miles.  Mr.  Black's  mother 
was  Johanna  (Gilbertson)  L'lack.  His  parents 
were  botli  born  and  reared  in  iS'orwax',  and 
lived  there  until  1850,  when  they  came  with 
their  faniily  tu  Wisconsin.  They  are  still 
living  on  the  iM  tarm  where  they  have 
])assed  thirty-nine  years  of  their  lives.  Here 
they  have  i-eared  a  Family  of  children  tliat 
are  now  occupying  useful  ])ositions  in  life. 
The  name  of  their  eight  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: Ole  O..  Jr.;  (iilbert;  Jolianna  aiul 
Carl,  twins;  .\nna;  I'redei'ica;  .\nton,  a  mer- 
chant and  the  Bostniaster  oi'  ilolmen:  and 
Bertena. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  three  years 
old  when  he  came  liere,  and  in  the  district 
schools  of   this  county  he  received  lii.^  ('(luca- 


tion.  After  Ins  marriage  he  settled  on  tlie 
fariii  where  he  now  resides.  This  place, 
which  consists  of  I30  acres  of  fine  land,  is 
located  four  and  a  half  miles  from  llohnen 
and  is  opposite  the  school  building  in  dis- 
trict No-  2.  He  has  a  modern  cottage  home, 
other  good  buildings,  windmill,  etc.,  and 
keeps  every  thing  in  the  best  of  order. 

Mr.  Black  was  married  in  1871  to  Johanna 
Larson,  a  naiive  of  N(.>rway.  ami  a  daughter 
of  Lars  and  J(Jianna  Johnson.  They  have 
five  children  living:  Julia,  Ida,  ()scar  Lud- 
ovic,  ]-'rederick  and  Km  ma.  Two  of  their 
children,  Ida  and  Lena,  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Black  is  an  active  and  enthusiastic 
Republican.  He  has  acceptably  filled  the 
office  of  Township  Assessor  for  two  y^ars; 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  Super- 
visors fonr  years;  has  been  Clerk  of  the 
school  Ijoard  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  one  cJ  its  trus- 
tees; is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliaiu'e. 


fOHN  A.  JOHNS*  >X,  a  well  known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Holland  town- 
ship. La  Crosse  county,  "Wisconsin,  al- 
tlumgh  a  foreigner  by  birth,  has  lived  in  this 
State  ever  since  he  was  two  years  old. 

John  .\.  Johnson  was  born  in  \orway, 
June  8,  18-18,  son  of  Andrew  and  Martha 
Johnson.  In  1850  the  family  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Racine  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  the  father  worked  two  years  to 
ijet  money  to  come  further  west;  and  in  1852, 
with  a  yoke  of  steers  and  a  wagon,  he  brought 
his  wife  and  children  to  La  Crosse  county  and 
located  at  Half- Way  Creek,  on  what  is  known 
as  till-  Aiulrew  Jolinson  farm,  now  owned  by 
R.  U.  Latleur,  Es(j.,  of  this  township.  The 
.Johnsons    were    anioni.''    the    lirst   families   to 
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settle  here.  The  city  of  La  Crosse  could  at 
that  time  boast  of  only  six  houses,  and  Ona- 
laska  had  but  three.  Tliere  were  no  bridges 
here,  and  tlie  pioneer  forded  the  streams  to 
and  from  his  primitive  ealiin;  Indians  and 
wild  game  were  plenty  on  all  sides,  and  La 
Crosse  county  was  then  on  the  frontier  of 
civilization.  This  family  came  to  Holland 
township  in  1862.  John  A.  was  the  oldest 
of  the  eight  children  born  to  his  parents. 
The  names  of  the  others  are  Betsey,  Hans, 
Louie,  Mat,  Minnie,  Anna  and  Helen.  The 
father  and  his  son  Louie  are  conducting  the 
old  farm,  which  consists  of  180  acres  of 
well-kept  land,  and  on  which  tliey  have  lived 
since  1862.  Being  the  oldest  of  the  family, 
much  of  the  work  devolved  on  John,  and  he 
remained  on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty- three  years  of  age.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  near  his  liome, 
receiving  the  usual  education  that  was 
afforded  here  during  those  days.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  was  confirmed  in  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Like  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
section  of  the  country,  Mr.  Johnson  got  his 
start  by  working  in  the  woods,  an  employ- 
ment that  was  open  to  all.  He  worked  in 
the  woods  nine  winters.  \\\  1871  lie  came 
upon  his  present  farm,  140  acres  of  as  good 
land  as  can  be  found.  His  comfortal)le  and 
attractive  liome  was  built  in  1890;  is  28x28 
feet,  two-stories,  and  is  on  a  rock  foundation. 
It  is  well  finished  and  furnished  throughout, 
has  a  good  cellar  and  all  modern  con- 
veniences, and  everything  about  this  rui'al 
home  indicates  that  the  Johnson  family  are 
people  of  taste  and  retinement.  The  barn, 
30x18  feet,  a  modern  wind  pump,  other 
buildings,  good  fences,  etc.,  are  among  the 
improvements  that  add  value  to  this  farm. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  September  30, 
1870,   to    Martha   Monson,  also   a   native  of 


Norway.  She  was  seven  years  old  when  she 
came  to  Wisconsin,  and  here  she  was  reared 
and  educated.  Her  pai-ents,  Thomas  and 
Mary  Monson,  live  in  this  towjiship.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  eleven  children  have 
been  given,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Adolph,  Minnie.  Olaf,  Bertenna,  Henry, 
Mabel,  James,  Selma  and  Elmer.  Bennett, 
the  fourth-born,  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
months,  and  Male,  the  sixth-liorn,  died  when 
three  years  old. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has  been  Clerk  and 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Board  for  several 
years,  always  discharging  his  duty  faithfully; 
is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Town 
Board.  He  is  enterprising,  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive, and  favors  the  advancement  of  any 
measure  that  will  promote  the  good  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  From  his 
youth  up  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
tlie  Lutheran  Church. 

Aside  from  his  general  farming,  Mr.  John- 
son has  been  operating  a  thresliing-machine 
during  the  autumn  season  for  seventeen 
years,  and  in  this  business  has  been  very 
successful. 


fEORGE  B.  HEWITT  has  resided  near 
Mindoro  in  Farmington  township,  La 
Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  since  1857. 
He  was  born  near  Ottawa,  Canada,  April  22, 
18-16,  son  of  James  and  Eleanor  (Barton) 
Hewitt,  liis  father  being  a  native  of  Europe. 
The  family  lived  in  Canada  until  1857,  when 
they  came  to  AV^isconsin  and  settled  in  Farm- 
ington township.  James  Hewitt  purchased 
a  farm  of  M.  B.  Ladd,  who  had  made  some 
improvements  on  it,  and  here  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  uccurred  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.      His  wife  survived  him,  pass- 
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ing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  They  had 
a  family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Isaac,  Ann,  Jane,  Eliza,  James  C,  Eleanor, 
TTilliam  E.  and  George  B.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  all  his  life;  was,  politically,  a  Repub- 
lican; religiously,  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Advent  Church.  He  was  a  zealous  and  active 
Christian  man  and  a  deacon,  and  was  a  liberal 
supporter  of  the  church. 

George  B.  was  a  boy  of  eleven  years  when 
liis  parents  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  he  was 
reared  on  the  old  farm  on  which  he  still  lives. 
His  education  has  been  only  that  of  the 
common  schools.  He  worked  some  time  in 
the  lumber  woods,  and  for  seventeen  years 
operated  a  thresher  during  the  autumn.  His 
farm  contains  240  acres,  has  good  liouse, 
barn  and  other  improvements.  It  is  located 
in  the  Lewis  valley,  and  in  the  bottom  land 
is  a  line  grove  of  tamaracks. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  married,  May  22,  1887,  to 
Anna  Kocum,  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  of  a 
good  family,  and  a  native  of  Melrose,  Jackson 
county,  Wisconsin.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Matthew  and  Aiina  Kdciiiu.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hewitt  ha\e  two  children :  liarton  Matthew 
and  Nelly. 

Mr.  Hewitt  is  one  of  the  enter])rising  men 
of  this  vicinity,  lie  aftiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  actively  identified  with  the 
Farmei-s'  Alliance,  being  president  of  his  club, 
No.  187,  of  Mindorn. 


fESSE  J.  JOHNSO.X,  a  prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agi-icultural  interests  of 
La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  a  brother 
of  John  W.  Johnson,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
in  this  work.  In  his  sketch  is  embodied  a 
Ijrief  mention  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  in  his  possession  a  chopping 
knife  which  bcdoiiocd  to   his    maternal    orcat- 


grandfather,  Jacob  Kent,  and  which  he  values 
very  highly.  Jacob  Kent  was  born  in  New 
England  June  11.  172t),  his  wife  being  Mary 
White,  also  of  New  England. 

Jesse  J.Johnson  was  reared  on  a  Vermont 
farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Orange  county.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  went  to  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, and  clerked  in  a  hotel  and  store  until 
1853.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Galena,  Illi- 
nois, for  a  short  time  and  then  went  to 
Lake  City,  Minnesota,  and  for  some  time 
was  in  the  mercantile  l>usiness  on  the  Indian 
Reserve.  At  the  end  of  one  year  he  went  to 
Iowa  City,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  store  for 
the  same  length  of  time;  then  went  back  tn 
Galena,  Illinois,  and  from  1802  to  1SG8  was 
clerk  on  a  steamboat  running  from  St.  Louis 
to  St.  Paul,  Dubuque  and  other  points  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  His  residence  within  the 
borders  of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  dates 
from  1868,  where  he  soon  after  purchased  a 
track  of  wild  land,  which,  by  a  judicious  use 
of  brain  and  brawn,  he  has  jnit  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the  land  being 
fertile,  a  coFisidcrable  amount  of  money  has 
been  spent  on  it  in  the  way  of  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  and  at  a  glance  it  can  be  seen 
that  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  of  sound  and 
practical  views  in  conducting  his  agricultural 
operations,  lie  has  a  commodious  and  hand- 
some residence,  built  in  modern  style,  and 
heated  by  furnace,  handsomely  arranged  and 
furnished.  The  grounds  are  spacious,  and  it 
can  with  tinith  be  said  to  1)0  one  of  the  most 
'  beautiful  j)laces  in  the  county. 

,\ugiist  27,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  Klizabeth  Ilardon,  a  refined  and  in- 
telligent lady,  who  is  well  fitted  to  dispense 
hospitality  in  her  lieautifu!  Iionie.  She  was 
born  in  Mansfield,  Massachusetts,  was  reared 
and  educated  there,  and  prior  to  her  nnirriage 
was  engaged  in  the  millinery  business,  a  call- 
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ing  her  exquisite  taste  admirably  fitted  her  for. 
Her  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Field)  Ilai-doii, 
were  native  New  Englanders  and  died  in 
Massachusetts,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  and  the  father  when  seventy  years  of  age. 
Of  seven  children  born  to  them,  two  survive: 
Al)l)ie  Bellows,  of  Albany,  New  York,  and 
Mrs.  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have 
two  cliildren,  Elsie  Anna  and  Abbie  Louisa. 
The  latter  was  married  January  20,  1892,  to 
Carroll  Wilcox,  of  Lavalle,  Wisconsin.  Will- 
iam H.,  their  eldest  child  and  only  son,  died  at 
the  age  of  four  mouths.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
Republican,  and  sucially  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order,  of  which  he  became  a  member  in  1865. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  La  Crosse  county 
Agricultural  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
president  since  181*0,  and  was  Treasurer  of 
Pomona  Grange  while  it  was  in  existence. 
He  was  born  in  Orange  county,  Vermont, 
May  23,  1830,  and  is  therefore  sixty-two 
years  of  age,  but  does  not  look  it.  He  is 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  views  on  all  subjects, 
is  well  posted  on  the  general  topics  of  the 
day,  and  his  home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality, 
which  is  dispensed  without  regard  to  politics 
or  relicrion. 


f\\  QUALL. — Not  without  justice  Mr. 
Quail  is  conceded  to  hold  an  enviable 
"^  position  among  the  prominent  and 
successful  men  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  has 
rendered  it  valuable  service  as  a  law  abiding 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Lille  Hammer, 
Norway,  June  2,  1849,  to  Peter  and  Bertha 
(Anderson)  Olson,  who  are  still  residents  of 
Norway.  To  them  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born,  and  of  this  family  O.  P. 
Quail  was  the  eldest.  He  attended  school 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  o\  age,  and  at  the 


age  of  fifteen    he    was  confirmed  in   the  Lu- 
theran Cliurch. 

He  then  worked  on  a  farm  until  I\Liy, 
1^71,  when  he  took  passage  on  lioard  a 
steamer  from  Cliristiania  to  New  York,  soon 
after  came  to  Wisconsin  and  for  one  year  was 
a  resident  of  Dane  county.  '  h\  1872  he 
became  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county,  and 
for  eleven  winters  worked  in  the  woods.  He 
was  married  July  8,  1877,  to  Miss  Isabelle 
Maria  Johnson,  daughter  of  Ole  Johnson,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  who  was 
born  at  Skien,  Norway,  in  1800,  where  he 
was  reared,  educated  and  first  mari'ied. 
His  first  wife  bore  him  two  children:  John, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war  and  died 
while  in  the  service,  and  Anna,  who  dieil  after 
having  borne  her  husband  a  number  of  chil- 
dren. Ole  Johnson's  second  marriage  oc- 
curred in  liacine,  Wisconsin,  to  Gertrude 
Sammelson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Carrie  Johnson.  She 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age  when  she  came 
to  Wisconsin  in  1850,  and  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Quail.  Ole 
Johnson  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
To  him  and  liis  wife  four  children  were  born: 
Isabelle  Maria;  Caroline,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years;  Mary,  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  and  Andrew.  Mrs.  Johnson  is 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  but  is  yet  an  act- 
ive and  intelligent  old  lady.  O.  P.  Quail 
and  his  wife  have  five  children:  Caroline,  born 
September  23,  1878;  Orville  Guy,  January 
21,  1881;  Perry  Burns,  May  1,  1884;  Milan 
Sidney,  November  18,  1886;  and  Stella, 
August  11,  1891.  Mr.  Quail  is  in<lependent 
in  politics,  luithas  held  the  following  ollicial 
positions:  Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Direc- 
tor three  years,  Constable  four  years,  and  Clerk 
of  the 'school  board.  His  services  were  very 
satisfactory  in  the  diifei-ent  jiositioiis  ho  helil 
and  he  is  considered  one  of   the  uiiriifht  men 
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of  tlie  eounty.  He  is  a  lueinher  of  the  Far- 
mers' Allianc-e,  is  &  Proliiliitionist.  and  he- 
longs  to  the  Liithei-an  Church,  lie  is  very 
liberal  in  his  views,  is  genial  in  disposition, 
and  his  sound  judgment  and  active  mind  have 
proven  good  friends  throughout  his  career. 


H.  CRONK,  farmer,  Onalaska,  Wis- 
consin, a  man  of  marked  character 
'  and  more  than  ordinary  prominence 
in  the  material  affairs  of  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  is  the  elder  of  two  children  born 
to  S.  B.  and  Eunice  A.  (Giltillan)  Cronk. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war,  en- 
listed at  La  Crosse,  and  served  si.x  months. 
He  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  New 
York  State,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to 
Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  where  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Gilfillan,  a  daughter  of  William 
Giltillan,  who  resided  for  years  at  AVest  Sa- 
lem, and  who  there  passed  his  last  days.  She 
was  born  July  9,  1832,  in  Barnett,  Caledonia 
county,  Vermont,  and  m(iv('(l  to  lieaver  Dam, 
Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  in  June,  184S. 
Sibley  B.  Cronk,  born  September  23,  1827, 
in  Naples,  Ontario  county.  New  York,  moved 
to  Beaver  Dam  in  August,  1853,  married 
August  25,  tliat  year,  at  that  place;  moved  to 
Onalaska,  La  Crosse  county,  in  March,  1855; 
eidisted  March  14,  1865,  in  Company  F, 
Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
is  now  living  at  Crystal  Lake,  Mcllenry 
county,  Illinois.  Ilis  second  child,  Jennie, 
becan.e  the  wife  of  P.ert  Dillingham,  anil 
resides  at  Crystal  Lake,  Illinois.  W.  II. 
Cronk  was  born  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wis- 
consin, I)eceml)er  27,  1S5L  attained  his 
growth  on  a  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  tiuit  county.  lie  re-idcd  in  Diinis 
valley  for  several  years,  and  in  IST'.'  caine  to 
ilis  present  fai-m,  which  now   consists  (if   l(j() 


acres  of  excellent  land,  well  improved  and 
Well  cultivateil.  His  farming  operations  are 
coniliicteil  in  a  manner  indicative  of  a  pro- 
gressive, thorough  agriculturist,  and  his  stock 
is  of  a  high  grade,  for  long  ago  he  found  that 
it  was  poor  economy  to  raise  inferior  animals. 
Energeticand  public-spirited,  he  never  allows 
any  worthy  movement  to  drag  for  want  of 
support  if  he  can  help  it. 

He  was  married  on  the  26th  of  September, 
1876,  at  La  Crosse,  AVisconsin,  by  Esquire 
Stemlen,  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Uoddle,  of  one 
of  the  prominent  pioneer  lamilies,  and  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Jerrel)  Rod- 
die,  l)otli  natives  of  Ambridgesliire,  England. 
In  politics  Mr.  Cronk  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
one  of  the  county's  most  worthy  citizens. 


tETER  DEXGEL,  farmer,  Sigel,  AVis- 
consin.— Owing  to  the  fertility  of  the 
■Ti,  soil  in  La  Crosse  county,  AVisconsin, 
and  by  energy,  industry  and  economy,  Mr. 
Dengel  has  become  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this  section.  lie 
is  a  self-made  man  in  all  that  that  much 
abused  term  implies,  for  when  he  first  came 
to  this  county  he  had  but  the  modest  sum  of 
twenty-five  eetits.  He  was  born  in  Prussia 
in  1834,  and  his  parents,  Peter  and  Marga- 
rette  (Louie)  Dengel,  lived  and  died  in  that 
country.  Peter  Dengel,  Jr.,  came  to  the 
LTnited  States  in  1857,  and  his  first  work  was 
in  the  butcher  shops  of  Milwaukee.  In  June 
of  that  year  lu>  came  to  La  Crosse  county, 
worked  on  a  farm  tor  three  years  and  then 
boMglit  forty  acres  in  section  19.  To  this  he 
has  added  to  as  his  means  allowed,  and  he 
now  lia>  2M)  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  l)e 
found  in  the  vicinity.  He  has  a  good  two- 
stoi-y  house,  and  his  substantial  barn  .'ind  out 
buildings  indicate   the  (juality  of  farinei-  that 
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he  is.  He  has  his  farm  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  that  is,  125  acres  of  it,  and  tlie 
balance  is  in  wood  land.  He  has  a  yonncj 
orchard  of  300  trees  that  are  looking  remark- 
ably well,  and  he  annually  raises  much  small 
fruit.  He  keeps  about  twenty  head  of  cattle, 
I'oiir  horses  and  twenty-tive  pigs.  Mr.  Den- 
gel  was  married  in  1860,  to  Miss  Theresa 
Stelzig,  daugliter  of  Joseph  and  Theresa 
Stelzig,  the  parents  residing  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dengel.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children:  Katie,  married  Ed  Johns,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  now  resides  in 
Greenfield;  Joseph,  at  home;  Peter,  married 
Emma  Hess,  and  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren; he  resides  on  a  portion  of  his  father's 
farm ;  R.  married  George  Betts  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  child;  William,  resides  at 
home,  and  Anna  is  also  at  home  with  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dengel  are  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  of  Mormon  Cooley, 
and  the  children  hold  membership  in  the 
same.  In  polities  Mr.  Dengel  is  a  staunch 
Democrat. 

LBEIiTUS  VxVX  LOON,  New  Araster- 

tdam,  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is 
another  one  of  the  old  settlers  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  Holland  township. 

Me  was  born  in  Holland,  Europe,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1845.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
that  country,  and  his  father  died  there.  His 
mother  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  this  county.  It  was  in  1854,  at 
the  age  of  nine  years,  that  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  landed  here,  and  in  La  Crosse  county 
he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  com- 
mon-school education.  While  a  youth  he 
spent  some  time  at  work  in  the  woods. 

When  the  civil  war  came  on  Mi'.  Van  Loon 
was   not   slow    to   answer   to   the   call   of  his 


adopted  country,  and  to  go  forth  in  her 
defense.  He  enlisted  August  11,  1804,  in 
Company  I,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  one  of  the  l)est  regiments  that  went 
out  from  \V^isconsin,  and  one  that  made  a 
brilliant  record.  It  was  known  as  the  Eagle 
Regiment.  In  the  battle  of  Xashville,  Ten- 
nessee, he  was  wounded  by  a  minie  ball 
below  the  knee  cap.  He  was  confined  for  a 
time  in  the  hospital  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  afterward  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana;  re- 
turned home  on  furlough,  and  before  his 
leave  of  absence  expired  was  ordered  to  the 
nearest  mustering-out  place  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  This  was  May  5,  1865. 
After  his  return  home  it  was  some  time 
l)efore  he  could  abaiulon  his  crutches,  and  his 
wound  is  \ery  troiibleSDine  to  this  day;  it 
resulted  in  ulceration.  He  also  had  three 
brothers  who  served  in  the  war.  L.  E.  was 
a  member  of  a  Minnesota  regiment;  now  re- 
sides at  Tomah,  this  State.  Raynard.  who 
served  four  years  in  the  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantrj',  is  deceased.  Paul,  who  also  did 
good  service  on  the  field,  is  now  a  resident  of 
the  State  of  Washington. 

In  1870  Mr.  Van  Loon  located  on  his 
present  farn:.  He  owns  255  acres,  some  of 
which  is  as  good  meadow  land  as  there  is  in 
the  township.  He  sells  aliont  §800  worth  of 
hay  each  year.  He  has  a  story-and-a-half 
cottage  home,  good  barns,  granary,  sheds, 
wind  pump,  hay  scales,  and  all  the  necessary 
conveniences  for  successfully  carrying  on 
agricultural  pursuits. 

November  18,  1866,  he  was  united  in 
marri.age  with  Emma  Olson,  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, who  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Jane  Olson.  Her  father  died  in  this  county 
in  1882.  Her  family,  like  her  husband's,  was 
one  that  had  its  representatives  im  the  field 
of     battle    during    the    war.       Four    of    her 
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linive  and  taitliful 
war,  was  originally 


brothers — Xelson,  S.  Olsun.  Chester  ainl 
Ciuirlie.  served  in  the  Union  army.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Van  Loon  have  six  ehildren  livinir.  viz.: 
naid<e  Jane;  Ai)hie  May.  wife  of  Danllan- 
soi!.  has  two  danyliters.  l-"ernie  and  Lotta; 
Kaynaid  A;  AVard  Dan;  Emma  A.,  and 
AVillieO.  They  lost  tliree  einldren  by  death: 
Artimr  F.  in  his  fit'tli  year,  Emmet  E.  in  his 
third  and  Clifford  II.  in  his  iiftli. 

Mr.  Van  Loon  is  a  stroiiij;  and  radical 
Republican,  and  a  member  of  -lohn  Flynn 
Post,  iSo.  77,  Xorth  La  Oosse.  He  is  a 
iiienil>er  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Frontier 
Lodge,  No.  45,  of  La  Crosse. 


JPIPILLIAM  C.  KODDLF,  one  of  the 
Wm'!!  '^^''ly  settlers  of  La  Crosse  county, 
l^-sjir]  "Wisconsin,  and 
soldier  durincr  the  civil 
from  the  Eiripire  Stat(>,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Cayucra  couuty.  Ajiril  14,  1S4'2.  His 
lather,  Charles  Koddle,  was  b(irn  near  Lon- 
don, England,  where  he  attained  his  growth 
and  received  his  educatinn.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  lie  bade  fai'ewell  to  relatives, 
Iriends  and  country  and  came  to  .\inerica  to 
make  his  fortune.  He  was  niarrieij  in  Cay- 
uga county.  New  "^'ork,  to  Mi^s  tfandi  Jari-ed, 
a  native  also  of  London,  I^ngland,  and  they 
afterward  moved  to  Huron  countv.  Ohio, 
from  there  to  Hlinnis.  thence  to  Wiscnnsin 
and,  in  1857,  to  l,a  Cmsse  county  nf  the 
last  named  State,  where  the  father  pre- 
empted and  bought  a  large  tract  of  land. 
This  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
neighborhooil  and  here  the  father  resided 
until  his  death  in  Fi'brnai-y,  ISSO,  when 
sixty- four  years  of  age.  The  inother  resides 
with  our  sul)jcct  and  althoui;h  sexcnty  years 
of  age  is  quite  hearty.  The  tnur  children 
born    t(i    this    union    are    named    as    fulldws; 


William  C.;  Stephen,  died  when  thirty-two 
years  of  age  and  left  a  widow  and  one  son, 
Charles  lloddle,  of  Dakota;  John  C.  and 
Eliza  .lane,  wife  of  Henry  Cronk,  of  Mid- 
way Wisconsin.  The  father  was  a  success- 
fid  farmer  and  was  well  thought  of  liy  all. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  in 
religious  views  he  was  a  Universalist.  Mrs. 
Roddle  is  a  wortiiy  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

William  C.  Roddle  was  but  lifteen  years 
of  age  whe  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsiu, 
and  the  principal  part  of  his  education  was 
received  in  tliis  State.  AVhen  the  war  broke 
out  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-fourth  Infantry, 
Com])any  (t,  ami  served  one  year.  The  regi- 
ment was  stationed  most  of  the  time  at 
Nashville  and  Paducah,  and  during  that  time 
he  was  on  detailed  duty  until  honorably 
discharged.  He  returned  home,  and  subse- 
quently went  to  Iowa,  where  he  resided  in 
Buchanan  county,  near  Independence,  for 
three  years,  and  then  in  Cooper  county,  Mis- 
souri, for  one  year.  Since  that  time  lie  has 
resided  in  La  Crosse  county.  Wiscmisin,  and 
now  owns  240  acres  of  excellent  land,  the 
same  being  known  as  the  Polcr  or  .Nichols 
farm.  On  this  is  a  fine  modern  residence,  good 
barns  and  other  buildings,  a  line  windmill, 
and  everything  goes  to  prove  the  owner  to 
be  a  jirogressive  and  enterprising  man.  Mid- 
way was   laid  out   on   a   portion  of  this  farm. 

Mr.  luiddle  was  niarrie(l.  in  September, 
18S(»,  to  Miss  Ella  Suttye,  a  lady  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  a  successful 
and  po]>ulai-  teacher  in  the  county  for  some 
time.  ."-^Iie  was  born  in  Michig.aii.  was  rrareil 
and  educate(l  there,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  Suttye.  Her  death,  whicdi 
occurred  on  December  -JL  IslM).  was  a  sad 
blow  to  Ml-,  lioddle.  who  fully  realizes  the 
great  loss  he  has  sustained.  She  was  a  mein- 
her  of  the   Methodist    Ejiiscopal  Church,   and 
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was  prominent  in  all  good  work.  Mr.  Reddle 
is  also  a  member  of  the  same  church,  and  is 
steward  and  trustee  in  it.  He  is  one  of  the 
county's  best  citizens,  and  is  universally 
respected.      In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


tLLIS  B.  USHER  was  born  Jui.e  21, 
1852,  at  Buxton,  York  county,  Maine, 
•  V'  and  two  years  later  was  brought  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  by  his  parents.  In  1855 
they  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  spent  nearly  a 
year  in  Clark  county,  removing  in  the  spring 
of  1856  to  Onalaska,  La  Crosse  county.  In 
1858  the  parents  settled  on  a  farm  one  mile 
east  of  Onalaska,  where  they  resided  until 
1868,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  (186B 
and  1864)  spent  in  La  Crosse  city,  when  the 
father,  Isaac  L.  Usher,  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  La  Crosse.  With  the  excejition  of 
one  year,  1867-'08,  spent  in  Lombai'd  LTni- 
versity,  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  Ellis  B.  Usher 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1868  he  began  keeping  the  l)ooks  of  Judge 
S.  S.  P)urton  in  the  office  of  Burton  &  Wood- 
ward; Judge  Burton  was  then  Receiver  of  the 
United  States  Land  Office  and  Deputy  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue.  Mr.  Uslier  did 
the  clerical  work  of  these  two  offices  for  two 
years,  and  then  was  employed  by  X.  D. 
Taylor  as  clerk.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business 
with  Mr.  Taylor,  and  they  had  a  thriving  real- 
estate  trade  for  a  year.  Later  he  entered  the 
cm|)loy  of  'G.  C.  Hixon,  lumberman,  and 
kept  books  for  him  until  1874. 

Here  Mr.  Usher's  journalistic  career  began, 
as  a  reporter  on  the  Republican  and  Leader: 
he  had  some  knowledge  of  the  publishing 
business,  acquired  while  assisting  Mr.  Taylor 
in  the  publication  of  a  monthly  real-estate 
paper.      April   1,   1875,  he  purchased   a  half 


interest  in  the  Daily  Liberal  Democrat  of 
John  Symes;  this  was  an  evening  paper,  but 
was  changed  to  a  morning  publication  in 
1876,  and  the  firm  of  Symes  tt  Usher  did 
business  until  July  30,  1878,  when  Robert 
Howard  bought  ]\Ir.  Symes'  interest,  and  the 
name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  The  Morn- 
ing  Chronicle.  Jsoveml)erl,  1879,  Usher  & 
Howard  dissolved  partnership,  ilr.  Usher  be- 
coming sole  owner,  a  proprietorship  which  lie 
till  retains. 

He  was  for  three  years  secretary  of  the 
La  Crosse  Boai-d  of  Trade,  and  inaugurated 
the  system  of  annual  reports  since  continued 
by  Secretary  Calvert.  In  1887  he  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  Democi'atic  State  Central 
Committee  of  AVisconsin  to  fill  a  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  W.  A. 
Walker.  He  was  re-elected  for  two  years  at 
the  State  Convention  held  in  1888,  his  term 
ending  January  1,  1891.  In  January,  1890, 
he  resigned,  the  death  of  his  father  making 
it  necessary  for  him  to  give  more  time  to 
private  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Usher  was  married  November  27,  1888, 
to  Anna  M.  Bliss,  of  La  Crosse. 


'%^m^-^ 


tllRISTIAN  HATZ,  late  of  section  27, 
Bangor  township,  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land. May  16,  1834, a  son  of  John  Ilatz, 
deceased,  a  native  of  the  same  country.  The 
latter  came  to  the  United  States  in  1857, 
settling  in  this  township,  wliere  he  died  in 
1888.  Our  subject  came  to  tin's  country  in 
1856,  locating  in  Bangor  township,  which 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  settled  on  the 
farm,  now  occupied  by  his  family,  in  1866, 
of  200  acres  in  the  DutcJi  Creek  valle}-, 
where  he  liad  one  of  the  strongest  and 
best  springs  in  the  county.  It  comes  from  a 
hillside  sixty  feet  above  the    house,    furnish- 
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iriif  the  means  to  supply  every  room  in  the 
house  it'  he  so  desires.  It  is  soft  water  and 
always  maintains  the  same  temperature,  tiftv- 
two  de<xrees  Falirenheit.  lie  built  the  tine 
two-story  brick  liouse,  28x3S  feet,  in  1872, 
and  the  large  frame  barn,  38x48  feet,  witli 
eigliteen-foot  posts,  in  1875.  The  basement 
of  the  barn  is  of  solid  stone  masonry,  t'i<i;ht 
feet  liicrh. 

Mr.  llatz  was  married  June  8,  18(57,  to 
Bertha,  daugliter  of  Ulricli  AVett.-tein,  a  na- 
tive of  Switzerland.  They  had  live  children, 
viz.:  John,  Susan,  Anna,  Kosa,  Julia,  all  of 
whom  are  at  home.  Mr.  llatz  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  several  years,  a  member 
of  Concordia  Society,  of  Baniror,  and  a  Re- 
publican politically.  lie  died  August  12, 
1891,  of  paralysis. 


f|vl^RS.  ESTHER  M.  RANDALL,  a 
jyi/nt  well-knuwn  an.i  pojiular  lady  of  Ona- 
-iw/5>-  laska.  La  Crosse  County,  was  burn  on 
the  7th  of  September,  1830.  Her  father,  II.  B. 
White,  was  a  nativ(^  of  Tioga  county, 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  181;!,  and  her  grand- 
father. Elisha  AVhite,  who  was  alsoanative  of 
the  Keystone  State,  was  of  Dutch  ancesrry. 
Elisha's  wife,  and  the  grandmother  fd'  our 
subject,  was  a  Miss  Estlier  Ingersoll,  sister  of 
Colonel  Robert  Ingersoll's  father.  Her  ))arents 
were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians  in  JIo- 
hawk  valley, and  held  two  weeks.  H.  1!.  White 
was  reared  in  Tioga  county,  i'eniisyl vauia, 
and  Steuben  county,  IS' ew  York,  and  was  mar- 

ricil  in  the  foi-mcr  county,  to  jNHss Tut- 

tle,  a  native  of  Steuben  county,  New  York. 
The  latter  was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Lucy  Ann  (Plaft)  Tattle  and  .>nss  Piatt  was 
the  daughter  of  Sally  Jackson,  a  sister  ot  (Tcn- 
eral  .lackson,  of  New  Orleans  fame.  II.  1>. 
White  I'l-sided  in  StiMilicn   county  until  ISo."), 


and  tiien  came  to  La  Crosse  county.  Wis., 
wht  re  he  made  his  home  until  1872.  He  and 
his  c>finialile  wit'e  lived  together  tifty-five 
years,  ami  she  was  killed  l>y  accident  on  tiie 
28tli  of  June.  1889. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children. 
four  now  living:  Esther  M.,  Lucy,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  Wisconsin,  Sylvia,  of  St. 
Raul,  ]\Iinnesota,  and  Simeon  IL.  who  re- 
sides in  Turner,  Oregon,  and  is  a  man- 
ufacturer of  fine  s^eel  tools.  He  was 
a  soklier  in  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin 
Infantry  for  twenty  months.  The  four 
children  ileceased  were:  Royal  P.,  who  died 
in  Oregon,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age; 
Leonard  B.  died  when  thirteen  years  of  age; 
Mary  M.  was  eight  years  (?i  agj  at  the  time 
of  her  death,  and  Deloss  was  a  babe  of  six 
months.  Esther  M.  White  attained  her 
growth  and  received  her  education  in  Ti- 
oga and  Steuben  counties,  and  was  in  her 
nineteenth  year  when  she  marrieil  Albert 
Randall,  who  was  of  a  very  jiromiueut  family 
of  Cortland  county,  New  York. 

After  marriage,  or  in  1^56,  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Randall  came  to  Onalaska  township,  La- 
Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  and  here  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall has  made  her  home  since.  Ilermarriage  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons:  Charles 
E.,  a  stone  mason  of  (  hialaska:  David  AY.,  at 
F;irgo,  Dakota,  and  Albert  E.,  a  young  man 
of  twenty.  Mrs.  Randall  lost  one  child,  a 
daughter  two  years  and  two  months  old.  She 
has  a  good  fai-m  ot  12(1  acres,  on  which  is  a 
comfortable  fi'ame  house  and  a  commodious 
barn,  and  this  is  two  and  a  halt  miles  from 
Onalaska,  a  convenient  distance.  The  farm  is 
well  cultivated  and  divided  ui)  into  jiastures, 
meadow>,  wood  lots,  etc.,  etc.,  and  she  has  a 
modi'rn  wini'mill.  Mrs.  Randall  is  a  lady 
of  intelligence,  has  considei'able  I'xecutive 
ability  and  business  acumen.  She  is  highly 
respected  by  all  acquainted  with  her,  and  has 
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many  warm  friends  in  the  county.  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall was  married  the  second  time,  on  the 
24th  of  November,  1891,  to  Aoner  Maj-nard, 
a  native  of  Steuben  county,  New  York,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  our  late  war,  in  the  Twenty- 
Second  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  served 
over  three  years. 


flCHOLAS  aiNTGEN,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Luxemburg,  Germany,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1825.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  liis  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  came  alone  to  America, 
believing  that  he  might  better  his  condition 
in  life  in  the  United  States.  lie  stopped  in 
Philadel[)hia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided 
for  several  years.  Later  he  decided  to  come 
to  the  West,  and  after  reaching  Wisconsin  he 
settled  for  a  time  in  Kenosha;  thence  he  went 
to  Prairie  du  Chicn,  and  iinally,  in  1851,  he 
came  to  La  Crosse.  Here  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  and  continued  in  active 
commercial  pursuits  until  his  death.  lie  was 
at  one  time  interested  in  gardening,  and  was 
very  successful  in  this  industry.  lie  took 
a  deep  interest  in  good  government,  and 
served  the  city  as  Alderman  for  one  term. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  all  the  walks  of  life  he  proved 
himself  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity  of 
character. 

Mr.  Ilintgen  was  married,  September  17, 
1853,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Green,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  II.  and  Abigail  J.  Green,  of  La  Crosse. 
Mr.  Green  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  emi- 
grated to  La  Crosse  county  in  1852,  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  death 
occurred  in  California  in  1860,  while  he  was 
there  on  a  business  trip.  His  wife  is  still 
living,  an  honored  resident  of  La  Crosse;  she 


is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  aiul  is 
now  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Ilint- 
gen was  born  in  Orange  county.  New  York, 
the  second  of  a  family  of  tifteen  children.  A[r. 
Ilintgen  and  wife  had  liorn  to  them  three 
children:  Lansing  11. ,  the  oldest  son,  died  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  tliirty-four  years;  Jose- 
phine died  at  the  age  of  one  year,  and  Em- 
ogene  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
3'ears.  Mrs.  Ilintgen  is  a  woman  of  great 
force  of  character,  having  the  affection  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  the  conlidonce  of  all 
who  know  her.  Both  her  paternal  and  mater- 
nal ancestors  are  well  connected,  and  her  life 
is  an  honor  to  their  name. 

fUGENE  JOHNSON  was  brought  up  to 
the  life  of  a  farnjer  1)oy  by  his  father, 
William  Johnson,  and  like  the  majority 
of  sons  has  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps 
and  is  now  the  successful  manager  of  a  good 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  situated  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  Onalaska.  On  this  place  is 
a  comfortable  residence,  surrounded  by  hand- 
some shade  trees,  and  liis  Ijarn,  stables  and 
sheds  are  also  well  constructed  and  in  good 
condition.  He  had  made  a  specialty  of  sheep- 
raising,  and  his  animals  ai'e  all  of  a  good 
grade  and  have  proven  a  protitable  source  of 
revenue. 

He  was  born  in  Orange  county  Vermont, 
October  7,  1847,  and  in  18(30  became  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  county.  A  history  of  his 
progenitors  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  his 
brother,  John  W.  Johnson,  which  ai)pears  in 
this  volume.  While  a  resident  of  his  native 
State  Eugene  Johnson  resided  on  a  farm,  and 
in  the  different  localities  in  which  iiis  parents 
resided  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
acquired  sufficient  education  to  fit  him  for 
the  practical  duties  of  life.      In  ls7!J  he  went 
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to  Kansas,  in  wliicli  State  he  spent  two  years, 
but  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  connt^', 
Wisconsin,  since  that  time,  and  since  1882 
the  owner  of  his  present  farm.  His  intelli- 
gence, integrity  and  many  other  estimal)le 
qnalities  have  acquired  for  him  a  popularity 
not  derived  from  any  fictitious  circumstances 
but  a  permanent  and  spontaneous  ttihnte  to 
his  merit,  and  he  numbers  among  his  warm 
personal  friends  tlie  most  reputable  citizens 
of  this  section. 

Eva  M.  Gardiner,  an  amiable  and  cultured 
lady,  became  his  wife  September  13,  1877. 
She  W.1S  born  in  Aorth  Oxford,  Massachu- 
setts, yhe  is  a  daughter  of  James  E.  Gardi- 
nei-  and  Abbie  (Money)  (-iardiner,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  186!>,  at  the  age  of  57  years. 
His  widow,  who  was  born  in  South  Kingston, 
Massachusetts,  is  now  a  resident  of  Webster, 
Massachusetts.  Her  father,  Henry  B.  Money, 
was  one  of  the  eai-ly  settlers  of  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  died  here  in  1S67. 
James  E.  (Tardincr  ami  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  si.\  children,  and  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  is  the  mother  of  two  sons:  Leroy 
E.,  born  November  5,  1S7S,  and  Dan  I'ay, 
born  August  9,  1888. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  fiaptist  Church, 
and  earnestly  endeavors  to  live  up  to  its 
teachings.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Kei)ublican 
politically  and  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
views  on  all  subjects,  political,  religious  and 
social. 

He  and  his  wife  dispense  a  refined  hos- 
pitality at  their  ]>lea>ant  lioinc,  and  intelligent 
and  cultured  people  are  delightfully  at  home 
with  this  genial  couple. 


fK.    KEIZEIw,  the  pi-osj)erous  jjrojirietor 
of  a  general   mercantile  store  at   Mid- 
*   way,  keeps  a  large  and   select  stock  of 


goods,  which  he  sells  at  very  reasonable  prices. 
He  has  constantly  on  hand  a  full  line  of  dry 
goods,  boots,  shoes,  clothing,  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  queensware,  glassware  and  notions. 
His  store  room  is  a  good  building  2-ix54: 
feet,  well  arranged,  ventilated  and  lighted 
and  Mr.  Keizer  has  the  knack  of  displaying 
his  goods  to  a  good  advantage.  He  purchas- 
ed the  stock  of  goods  of  P.  G.  Kribs  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  and  as  he  is  a  good  business 
man  and  perfectly  honorable  and  upright  in 
his  dealings  he  will  without  doubt  make  a 
success  of  his  enterprise.  His  j)atronage  is 
already  large  and  is  constantly  on  the  increase, 
and  forcibly  illustrates  the  fact  that  ''coming 
events  cast  their  shadows  before." 

He  was  born  at  Westtield,  Marquette  coun- 
ty, Wisconsin,  December  6,  1862,  to  lienard 
and  Mary  (Heimstra)  Keizer,  natives  of  Hol- 
land. They  became  residents  of  America  in 
1848  and  of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
1865,  locating  at  Nine  Mile  Tavern.  Here 
the  father  died  July  15,  1881,  his  widow  still 
surviving  him.  The  farm  on  wliich  they  set- 
tled comprised  240  acres,  was  a  very  fertile 
tract  of  land  and  was  jiut  in  an  excellent  farm- 
ing condition  by  lienard  Keizer.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  Nicholas,  Martin,  John  II.,  James  p]., 
Alvin  E.,  Elizalieth.  Anna,  a  teacher;  and 
Mary.  .John  H.  was  educated  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Galesville  for  the  ministry,  but  is  now 
a  business  n)an  in  Madison.  James  E.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  Galesville,  and  made 
the  most  of  his  ojiportunities.  He  purchased 
a  farm  in  Holland  township  in  1884,  but  sold 
it  two  years  latei-;  he  is  now  the  owner  of  an 
excellent  I'arm  of  120  acres  on  15rice's  jirairie, 
which  be  rents. 

He  was  married  Sc])tember  17,  1884,  to 
Miss  ALiry  l!lk'n  I'ittenger,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel   rilteliirer  of  ( )iialaska,  and  by   her 
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is  the  father  of  two  children:  Inez  (Teiievieve 
and  Lester  Alvin, 

Mr.  Keizer  is  a  Kej  iiblican.  and  for  the 
past  three  years  lias  served  in  the  capacity  of 
Tovrn  Clerk.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  and  is  an  earnest  supporter 
and  patron  of  educational  as  well  as  religious 
institutions. 


^Ml  ^^'  -^^^■'^CK,  tlie  leadinir  general  mer- 
|H  chandise  dealer  of  Holmen,  Wiscon- 
^^®  sin,  has  been  in  business  here  since 
1887.  Until  1890  he  was  in  company  with 
Corin  McOue.  He  then  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone.  Uis  large  store  building, 
24  X  60  feet,  is  stocked  with  a  well  assorted 
line  of  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  glass  and  queensware,  cloth- 
ing, notions,  etc.  By  his  extensive  acquaint- 
ance in  this  vicinity,  his  reputation  for  fair 
dealing,  his  reasonable  prices,  and  his  uniform 
courtesy,  he  has  established  a  fine  trade  and 
is  doing  a  thriving  business.  He  is  al)ly 
assisted  by  his  popular  and  accommodating 
clerk,  N.  H.  Tolvstad,  who  has  been  with  him 
for  the  past  three  years.  Mr.  Black  has 
served  as  Postmaster  of  Holmen  since  1890, 
and  is  also  town  Treasurer.  He  is  manager 
of  the  Holmen  Creamery  Association,  which 
firm  does  a  business  of  §20,000  per  year,  and 
under  liis  efficient  management  is  in  a  tioiir- 
ishing  condition.  He  is,  without  doubt,  the 
most  successful  and  popular  business  man  in 
Holmen. 

A.  O.  Black  was  born  in  Holland  township, 
La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  September  20, 
1863,  son  of  Ole  O.  Black,  Sr.,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  township,  he  having 
located  here  in    1852.      He  still  lives  on  the 


old  home  place.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  reared  on  his  father's  fai'm,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  subse- 
quently took  a  course  of  study  at  the  La 
Crosse  IJusiness  College. 

He  was  married  in  February,  1SS9,  to 
Miss  Anna  Oswald.  Of  the  two  children 
born  to  them,  ( )swald  is  living  and  Joel 
Elexo  is  dead. 

Ml-.  l!lack  is  a  Ilepublican  and  is  identified 
witli  the  best  elements  of  his  party,  being 
one  of  its  wheel-horses  at  this  place.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  worthy  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  is  progressive  in  his 
views,  and  favors  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tional and  religious  interests. 

Such  is  a  brief  review  of  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  La  Crosse  county. 


fETER  IvEAVE:^Y,  one  of  the  oldest 
employes  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad,  at  La  Crosse,  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1825,  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Feany)  Keaveny.  The  father  died  on 
his  native  isle  in  ISCO,  aged  seventy-five 
years;  the  mother  is  now  living  at  La  Crosse, 
with  one  of  her  sons,  having  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  There 
were  eight  children  in  the  family,  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  all  citizens  of  La  Crosse, 
highly  respected  by  the  entire  cominunity. 
Peter  Keaveny  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1S51,  and  alter  binding  came  to 
Wisconsin,  securing  employment  with  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  efe  St.  Paul  Railroad;  he 
resided  at  Sparta  until  1858,  and  then  imjved 
on  with  the  road  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  still 
resides,  being  in  the  employ  of  the  same 
company.  About  1867  he  was  ]U-omoted  to 
the  pi.isition  of  track  master  in  the  yards  at 
La  Crosse,  which  he  still  holds. 
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Mr.  Keaveny  was  united  in  marriage  Oc- 
tober 2,  ISOO.  to  Miss  Maro;iierite  McDonald, 
a  daneliter  of  Ilutjli  and  Ann  ^^eDonald  of 
Sparta,  Wisconsin,  who  removed  from  All)any, 
jS'ew  York,  to  tliis  State;  tiiey  liad  two  cliil- 
dren:  Mrs.  Keavetiy  and  a  son,  Joiin  I!.;  tlie 
latter  was  for  niany  years  a  passenger  con- 
ductor on  the  St.  Faul  &  Sioux  City  Railroad, 
Init  is  now  retired  and  livini.r  in  St.  Paul. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keaveny  havi'  hcen  iiorn 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Michael,  Francis,  Peter,  Thomas,  AVilliam, 
Mary  Ann  and  Marguerite;  Peter  is  enijagcd 
in  railroading  in  Dakota,  and  I-'rancis  and 
Michael  are  both  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  liailroad  Com- 
pany, at  La  Crosse.  The  other  children  are 
in  school;  the  family  helonj^  to  the  Koman 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Keaveny  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  Polit 
ically  he  adheres  to  the  jirinciples^f  the  Demo- 
cratic jtarty,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  o- 
the  issues  td'  that  budy. 

-:f^  W.  NrTTIN(i.  hotel  proprietor,  Mid- 
|b[r.  way,  Wisconsin  —The  pnet  who  found 
^J^.^  'diis  warmest  welcome  in  an  inn" 
must  have  had  in  mind  one  cjf  those  liostel- 
ries  in  which  I  he  conveniences  of  home  are 
forever  present  without  the  di^agl■eeaMe  and 
exacting  duties  tliat  make  home  1  ife  ilomest ic 
slavery.  Such  an  abode  is  that  of  the 
Cliarleston  House  id'  Miil\va\-,  a  family  li<itel, 
of  which  Mr.  Nutting  is  the  genial  |ir<iprie- 
tor.  This  is  a  com  mod  ion  >  struct  iii'e,  two  sto- 
ries in  height,  and  littetl  with  all  the  modern 
conveniences.  What  i.-  of  primarv  impor 
tance  in  this  connection  is  the  (piality  of  the 
cuisine  and  the  service.  These,  like  all  other 
ai'rangemi'Uts  of  this  comfortaMe  hou,-e  ai-e 
of  the  best  order.        'J'lie  whole    a>])ect    of  the 


house  and  the  interior  arrangements,  as  more 
close  acquaintance  will  specify,  are  suggestive 
of  comtort,the  best  word  of  all  to  those  wlio 
seek  a  home.  There  is  a  good  hall  in  the 
upper  story  of  the  house,  and  this  is  used  for 
public  entertainments  of  all  kinds,  lectures, 
shows,  dances,  etc.  Mr.  Kutting,  wlio  is  host 
and  proprietor,  has  had  twenty  years  e.xperi- 
ence  in  this  l)usiness  and  is  master  of  the 
difficult  art  of  hotehkeeping. 

lie  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine, 
.lanuary  3,  183'd,  and  is  a  son  of  Seth  and 
Peersheba  (Plackwell)  Nutting,  both  of 
Scotcli  descent:  the  father  was  a  stone-mason 
liy  trade,  and  in  politics  was  a  staunch  De.n- 
ocrat.  lie  and  wife  received  their  final 
summons  in  Maine,  the  mother  dying  when 
C.  W.  Nutting  was  a  babe,  and  tlie  father  at 
the  age  of  seventy-si.\. 

One  of  their  sons,  .Tewitt  Nutting,  was  a 
member  (d'  the  First  Maine  Cavalry,  and 
served  all  through  the  war.  He  ]'artici[)ateil 
in  thirty-six  prominent  engagements,  and  had 
three  horses  shot  from  uiuler  him.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  the  Pine  Tree  State. 

C.  V\  .  Nutting  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  was  tiioronghly  educated  in  tlie 
common  schools.  In  \S~)2  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  for  eighteen 
months  was  engaged  in  mining.  lie  returned 
to  Maine  iti  ISoo  atid  subse(]uently  came  to 
Wisconsin,  where  for  six  years  he  workeii  in 
the  woods  and  on  the  river.  In  ISCil  he 
settled  at  Mitlway  and  embai-ke<l  in  the  hotel 
business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on. 

He  was  marrieil  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wis- 
consin, to  Miss  Alice  May  Welch,  a  native  of 
Walworth  county.  Wisconsin.  and  the 
danghtei-  of  I''rceborn  Welch,  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  anil  .M  I's,  Nutting's  union  has  been 
ble>MMl  by  the  bii'thid' ti  ve  children,  all  sons: 
AdelbertS.,    born    Febru;iry    2:5,    1^72.    <lied 
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October  14,  1880;  Jewitt,  Ray  and  George. 

Mr.  Nutting  is  a  member  of  the  I.  C).  O.  F. 
and  in  polities  attiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

He  is  tlie  owner  of  some  tine  colt.s  that 
give  promise  of  being  good  road  and  track 
horses.  One  i.'<  sired  by  Robin  and  another 
by  Good-bye. 

Mr.  Nutting  is  an  extensive  traveler,  is 
well  iiifoi'med,  and  is  a  jovial  and  popular 
man. 


tALVER  E.  STRAND  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, <-)ctober  23,  ISiS,  a  son  of  Eric 
and  Rachel  (Halverson)  Strand.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  trade  and  lived  to  be 
fifty  years  old.  He  emigrated  to  America 
with  his  family  in  1850.  and  the  following 
year  lie  passed  to  his  rest  beyond.  There 
were  eight  cliildren  in  the  family,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living;  Mrs.  Julia  Olson 
Mary,  wife  of  Ole  Severson ;  Rachel,  wife 
of  Sever  Julson,  Halver  E.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice;  Ole  and  Betsey,  wife  of  Ulrick 
Knutson.  The  mother  died  in  La  Crosse  at  tlie 
home  of  her  son,  Halver,  in  December,  1889, 
having  reached  the  age  of  four-score  years. 
Mr.  Strand  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  the  family  crossed  the  sea  and  landed 
on  American  shores.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation both  in  this  country  and  his  native 
land.  Agriculture  was  the  first  business  to 
which  he  turned  his  attention,  and  in  1884, 
he  came  to  La  Crosse  for  the  purpose  of 
embarking  in  another  enterprise,  that  of  mer- 
chandising. He  is  a  man  of  great  enterprise^ 
quick  perceptions,  and  good  judgment.  He 
has  always  employed  business  methods  above 
question,  is  conscientious,  courteous,  and  uni- 
formly fair  in  all  his  dealings.  Before  estab- 
lishing his  business  in  La  Crosse,  Mr.  Strand 


had  i)een  a  i-esideut  uf  the  State  of  lnwafcjra 
period  of  seventeen  years;  he  held  puiilic 
oftice  in  Monona  county,  w'lei-e  lie  owned 
lainls,  which  he  still  retains. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  18(')8,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  ToUefson,  a  daughter  of  Ole  Tollef- 
son,  and  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  six  children 
named  as  follows:  Sarah,  wife  of  Halver  A. 
Ileyer;  Tollef,  who  married  Lissie  Wage; 
Louisa,  wife  of  Carl  Albrecktsoti;  Emma, 
wife  of  O.  N.  Tweet,  and  Julia,  wife  of  John 
Knutson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strand  have  two 
chiklren  living,  Lillie  M.  and  Emma  L., 
pupils  of  the  public  schools.  The  parents 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 


fAMES  A.  MOSHER.— This  gentleman, 
who  resides  near  Holmen  in  Holland 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  section  of 
the  country.  He  came  here  in  1852,  when 
this  place  was  a  frontier  settlement,  and  in 
La  Crosse  county  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

James  A.  Mosher  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  New  York,  September  1, 1826.  His 
father,  Peter  Mosher,  was  of  German  ex- 
traction, and  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  while  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sally  Aimes,  was  born  in  Connecticut 
and  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  Connecticut 
family.  They  had  a  family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, six  sous  and  seven  daughters.  The 
mother  died  in  the  town  of  Holland,  La 
Crosse  county.  His  father  and  mother,  came 
to  Wisconsin  at  an  early  day,  and  died  in 
this  county,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  Four  of 
their  sons — Millford,  Peter  Josiah.  William 
and  James  A.-  -serveil  in  the  late  war;  two 
are  still  living. 
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The  sul'ject  of  our  skotch  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  ^le\v  York,  ami  nceiveil  a  coiumon- 
scliool  education.  In  early  life  he  was  eiii- 
ployed  as  a  Iniulierman,  working  in  the 
woods.  Then  for  a  number  of  years  lie  was 
engaged  in  boating,  first  on  the  Erie  Canal, 
si.\  or  seven  years  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
for  a  time  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  afterward 
for  one  season  on  the  lakes.  In  1852,  as 
already  stated,  he  ti.iok  up  his  aliode  in  La 
Crosse  County,  and  here  for  three  winters  he 
worked  in  the  woods.  During  the  war  he 
enlisted,  January  1,  lstj4,  in  the  iSerond 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  L  (afterward 
Company  B),  and  was  on  the  Red  Kiver  ex- 
pedition with  General  Banks.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  at  Memphis  for  some  time,  and 
afterward  participated  in  a  number  of  other 
engagemefits.  lie  was  honorabh'  discharged 
and  retui-ned  to  AVisconsin,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  farming  ami  wi>rkini>; 
in  the  woods  and  on  the  liver,  lie  om'us  an 
eighty-acre  farm  with  a  cottai^e  home  on  it, 
and  other  suitalde  farm  bnildiiii^s. 

Mr.  Miislier  has  been  twice  married.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  lie  wedded  llarriette 
N.  Bill,  a  native  of  Xew  York  State,  and  a 
daughter  of  .Vnios  and  Hannah  Bill.  She 
bore  him  four  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living,  viz.:  Martha,  wife  of  William  Dale, 
of  this  township,  and  llarriette,  wife  of 
James  Dale,  also  of  Holland  township.  His 
wife  died  in  January,  lsS5,  and  the  bdlow- 
ing  year  he  w;i,~  uniteil  in  marriat'e  with 
Caroline  Sweiisnn,  his  present  cnmpanion. 
She  was  born  in  this  tciwiiship.  ilauirhter  (d' 
(ioodeii  and  Lena  Swenson.  Tlu'ir  union 
has  been  ble>scd  with  two  ehildren :  Laura 
May  and    Millford   .Vnthony. 

Mr.  Mosher  is  a  man  in  whose  make-up 
are  found  those  elements  which  are  character- 
istic of  the  pioneer.  lie  has  traveled  in 
seventei'ii  ditierent  States,  jiml  during  his  ex- 


tensive travels  has  had  many  experiences 
that,  Were  they  written  up.  would  make  an 
interesting  volnme  of  no  small  proportions. 
He  is  a  fair  type  of  the  early  settler,  the 
lumberman,  and  the  war  veteran,  and  is 
withal  a  genial,  whole-souled  man,  and  a 
most   worthy  citizen. 

11  AIILKS  SCHALLEU,  who  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  business  of  con- 
"^i  trading  and  building  in  Onalaska, 
Wisconsin,  has  aided  very  materially  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  the  county,  and  is 
entitled  to  representation  in  this  work.  He 
was  born  in  Milwaukee.  AVisconsin,  May  8, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Elizabeth 
Sclialler.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany, 
but  emigrated  to  the  United  Sta*:es  in  early 
life;  he  is  still  living,  but  his  wife  passed 
away  in  ISSS.  In  1S57  they  removed  to  La 
Crosse  county  and  settled  in  Campbell  town- 
ship, where  the  father  now  resides.  Charles 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  his  youth  be- 
came accustomed  to  the  hard  work  accoin- 
panying  the  settlement  of  a  new  country. 
He  attended  the  district  school  which  was 
near  the  old  homestead,  and  there  secured  a 
knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  ••  three  R's."  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  began  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  being  convinced  that  agriculture  was 
not  his  calling.  By  faithful,  conscientious 
work  he  has  ari.-eii  to  a  high  position  among 
the  contractors  and  builders  of  his  county; 
be  employs  gooil  material  in  all  his  construc- 
ti(in,  and  his  assistants  are  skilled  workmen. 
One  very  important  piece  of  work  which  he 
did  was  on  the  bridge  for  wagons,  crossing 
the  Mississippi  at  La  Crosse;  he  had  the  con- 
tract for  all  the  wood-work  ami  ]iile-driving, 
and  carried  it  <jnt  to  the   letter,  giving  grea^- 
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satisfaction  to  all  parties  concerned.  He  also 
built  the  bridge  over  Black  river  at  Onalaska, 
and  has  been  connected  with  the  construction 
of  many  other  bridges  in  the  county.  During 
the  busy  season  he  has  in  his  employ  six 
men.  Several  of  the  l)est  modern  residences 
in  Onalaska  have  been  erected  under  his 
supervision.  His  own  dwelling  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  in  the  place;  it  was  erected 
in  1887,  is  of  a  good  style  of  architecture) 
and  is  an  unusually  convenient  house. 

Mr.  Sehaller  was  united  in  marriage  at 
West  Salem,  January  21, 1886,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Erickson,a  native  of  Norway  and  a  daughter 
of  Hans  and  Mary  (Fossum)  Erickson,  natives 
of  the  same  country.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sehaller,  Agnes  Eeat- 
rice,  whose  birthday  was  February  16,  1891. 

Politically  our  suljject  is  identilied  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  belongs  to  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  Onalaska. 

Mr.  Sehaller  is  a  member  of  the  prosper- 
ous mercantile  tirni  of  Gunderson,  Krueger  & 
Co.,  of  Onalaska.  He  is  yet  a  young  man 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  being  possessed  of 
excellent  business  qualifications  he  has  every 
prospect  of  future  success. 


fOHN  ASSELIN  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  since  1856,  but  was  born  in 
Quebec,  Canada,  January  6,  1830,  a  son 
of  John  and  Josephine  (Chamberlain)  Asse- 
lin,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  near 
Quebec,  Canada,  and  there  resided  until  their 
respective  deaths.  John  attained  manhood 
in  his  native  city,  in  the  schools  of  which 
city  he  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
books.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  West 
and  first  found  work  near  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota, at  cutting  cord  wood,  later  working  in 
■a  brick-yard.    Succeeding  this  he  came  to  La 


Crosse  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  cut- 
ting, rafting  and  selling  cord  wood.  He  has 
been  a  driver  on  the  river  in  rafting  logs,  and 
his  many  years  of  experience  in  this  work 
and  in  the  woods  admirably  fitted  him  for 
the  lumber  business.  In  1869  he  purchased 
a  small  farm,  but  is  now  the  owner  of  360 
acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  are  good 
buildings  of  all  descriptions  and  a  tine  wind- 
mill. 

He  was  married  on  the  17th  of  Soptemlier, 
1860,  to  Miss  Clara  Seals,  who  is  an  intelli- 
gent lady  and  has  made  him  a  model  wife. 
She  was  born  at  Nauvoo,  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Seals,  who 
was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  but  who  died 
in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1857. 
His  wife  died  when  Mrs.  Asselin  was  a  babe. 
Mrs.  Asselin  has  a  brother,  William  Seals, 
and  a  sister,  Mary  Eruett,  who  reside  in  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asselin  have  ten 
children:  Charles,  who  is  married  and  has 
three  children;  Hlwick,  who  was  born  in 
Canada  while  his  parents  were  there  on  a 
visit,  is  married;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of 
James  Cotty;  Ella;  Josephine;  Willie  and 
Tillie  are  living,  and  the  following,  who  are 
deceased:  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  months;  William,  who  died  when 
nine  months  old,  and  Exelina,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years.  Mr.  Asselin  is  a 
well  posted  man  and  is  a  patron  of  all  good 
works.  In  1882  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
town  of  Campbell;  since  1883  he  has  been 
Assessor  of  the  same  town,  and  he  has  been 
Clerk  of  tlie  School  District  for  the  last  ten 
years. 


fOHN  J.   OTT,  deceased,  late  of  section 
35,  Bangor  township,   was   born   in   Ba- 
varia, Germany,  August  12,  1824,  came 
to  this  country  in  1847,  an<l  for   many  years 
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worked  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
makiiicr  his  headcjuarters  at  Ciiicago.  1I(" 
removed  to  this  county  in  1857,  settling  im 
tlie  southeast  (juarter  of  section  35.  Bangor 
township,  where  liis  widow  now  resides.  He 
owned  206  acres  of  vaiuahh;  land,  wiiere  he 
built  a  tine  twostory  brick  residence  in  1878. 
He  was  married  in  Chicago,  ()('tol)er  28, 
1854:,  to  Agath:i  Weber,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Weber,  now  deceased,  wiio  brought 
ids  family  to  the  United  States  from  Bavaria 
in  1848,  settling  in  (Miicago,  where  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  several  years. 
He  died  in  Milwaukee  in  May,  1886.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ott  had  six  ciiildren,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Matthias,  Joseph,  Mary  A.. 
Edmund,  John  G.  One  son.  Frank  A.,  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Joseph  was 
married  to  Josephine  Cavadine,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Katie  \.  The  wife  died, 
after  which  he  married  Gertrude  Bedessen, 
and  now  lives  in  North  La  Crosse,  where  he 
W(jrks  in  a  sawmill.  .Mr.  Ott  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  many  years.  He 
died  March  2'J,  1891,  at  his  home  in  Bangor, 
a  member  of  the  orders  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
Knights  of  I'vthias.  and  also  of  the  Catholic 
Churcli.  of  which  his  family  were  also  mem- 
ber-^. 


fLDF.N  riT.XA.M  is  a  prominent  pio- 
neer of  both  Monroe  and  I. a  Crosse 
counties,  and  is  entitled  to  an  extended 
notice  in  this  history  id'  the  heroic  men  and 
women  who  braved  the  hardships  and  dan- 
gers of  the  frontier  to  pre])are  the  way  for 
the  advance  of  civilization.  Mi-  Putnam 
was  born  in  Betlud,  Wimisoi-  county,  Ver- 
mont, November  26,  ISlS;  his  father,  Reu- 
ben Putnam,  was  liorn  in  the  Mime  ])lace, 
and    was   a    son    of    llrubrii     Putnam,    Si-..    a 


second  eoU'^iii  of  General  Putnam.  Reuben 
Putnam.  Jr..  married  Eleanor  Abbott,  a  na- 
tive of  New  England,  descended  from  I'nri- 
tan  stock,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children, 
seven  sons  and  three  daugliters,  eight  of 
whom  survi\ed  in  1891.  The  parents  re- 
moved to  Cook  county,  Illinois,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives;  tlie 
fathei-  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and 
the  mother  attained  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 
Aldeii  Putnam  was  reared  in  Vermont,  and 
at  the  acre  of  twenty  years  was  driving  a 
stao-e  for  A.  \V.  Hyde.  Two  years  later  he 
came  to  the  West,  arriving  in  Chicago  in 
1840.  and  secured  a  situation  with  Frink  ^ 
Walker,  the  most  widely-known  stage  men 
in  the  Mississippi  valley;  he  remained  with 
them  three  yeai-s,  driving  frotn  Chicago  to 
Joliet.  from  Ilockford  to  Galena,  and  other 
points;  he  often  drove  six  horses,  carrying 
freight,  passengers  an<l  large  sun:s  of  money. 
He  became  acquainted  with  many  distin- 
guished men  in  those  days,  and  gained  a 
wide  knowledge  of  human  nature. 

In  1844  he  jmrchased  some  land  in  Lake 
county,  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
When  the  gold  excitement  reached  Illinois, 
he  abandoned  every  enterprise  and  went  over- 
land to  the  scene  of  the  craze.  The  journey 
consumed  six  months;  lie  was  one  of  four 
men  to  discover  Grass  valley,  and  was  en- 
gaged at  "Hough  and  Ready  Diggings." 
In  1850  he  came  back  to  Illinois,  where  he 
resided  until  1857;  in  that  year  he  riMnoved 
to  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin,  and  settled 
twelve  miles  fi-om  Pilack  River  Falls;  he 
purcha>ed  a  tine  farm  of  417  acres,  in  an  ad- 
vaiu'cd  >tate  of  cultivation  and  well  improved 
with  good  buildings.  In  1872  he  went  to 
Balck  River  Falls  and  conducted  the  Mer- 
chants' Hotel  of  that  place  for  six  years;  lie 
was  in  the  hotel  business  at  other  points 
until   ISSS,   when    he   came   to   Onalaska   and 
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erected  a  residence  un  Second  .street,  where 
he  is  pleasantly  surrounded  with  many  of 
the  comforts  of  life, 

Mr.  Putnain  was  married  at  Dundee,  Illi- 
nois, at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Orrin  Smith,  an 
honored  pioneer  of  the  county.  Two  sons 
were  born  of  this  union:  Hosea  Ballon,  a 
railroad  conductor  of  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia, and  Theodore,  deceased.  Mrs.  Putnam 
departed  this  life  in  August,  1891. 

Mr.  Putnam  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party;  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
hut  has  not  been  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors.  He  has  been  a  Mason  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  in  every  association  of  life  he 
has  shown  hinself  a  genial  companion,  a 
loyal  citizen,  and   a  tried   and  stanch  friend. 


fOHN  CROOK.  Jk.,  dealer  in  groceries, 
provisions  and  feed.  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, was  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
August  13,  1818,  a  son  of  J.ohn  and 
Charlotte  Crook,  natives  of  the  same  place. 
Tlie  parents  moved  to  Cornwall,  England, 
and  resided  there  until  1854,  emicjratincr 
thence  with  their  family  to  the  United  States. 
They  settled  in  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin. 
John  Crook  was  connected  with  his  father 
in  the  farming  business  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Crook  was  married 
November  13,  1870,  to  Miss  Frances  Letta, 
whose  parents  were  George  and  ]S"atlianiel 
Letta,  of  Vernon  county.  The  father  is  liv- 
ing, at  the  age  of  seventy-one;  but  the  mo- 
ther dieil  in  1S73.  at  the  age  of  fifty-one 
years;  and  so  also  Mr.  Crooks'  mother  died, 
the  11th  of  February,  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crook,  Jr.,  have  three  children  born  to  them. 
Lewis  Crook  is  at  present  at  the  wljolesale 
house  of    Mr.  Diebold,  the   provision    dealer 


and  he  has  proved  himself  successful  as  clerk 
in  the  store.  Austin  Crook  is  at  present  in 
the  store  witii  his  father;  John  Crook,  Jr., 
and  Lewis  and  Austin  belong  totheEpworth 
League  of  the  Colman  Church  at  La  Crosse. 
Dotty  also  iielonged  to  that  and  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  Both  the  boys  also  belong  to  the 
Y.  M.C.  A.of  La  Crosse. 

Miss  Dotty  Crook,  only  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Crook,  Jr.,  No.  1425  Market 
street,  died  at  her  home  November  13,  1891. 
The  deceased  was  liorn  near  Viroqua,  May 
28,  1871;  she  was  therefore  a  little  over 
twenty  years  of  age.  She  was  educated  at 
Viroqua,  where  she  became  quite  an  accom- 
plished organist,  and  received  a  county  cer- 
tificate to  teach  before  she  was  fourteen  years 
of  age.  Preferring,  however,  to  clerk  in  a 
store  rather  than  teach,  she  began  a  very  suc- 
cessful career  as  such  at  Westby,  which  was 
continued  at  La  Crosse  with  much  satisfaction 
to  the  family,  herself  and  her  employers. 
Dotty  was  proficient  in  three  languages, — 
English,  German  and  Norwegian.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  she  was  converted,  but  a  change 
of  resi<lence  of  the  parents  hindered  church 
membership,  so  that  she  did  not  join  the 
church  nntil  the  winter  of  1888.  From  child- 
hood she  manifested  a  great  interest  in  re- 
ligious work,  and  aided  those  who  thus 
needed  Christian  help  or  advice  in  a  manner 
much  beyond  her  years.  She  won  the  love 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  her,  as  was  amply 
attested  by  the  very  large  audience  which 
gathered  at  Colman  Church  Sunday  afternoon 
amidst  a  driving  rain  to  pay  their  last  tokens 
of  respect  to  the  one  they  held  most  dear. 
Many  said  it  was  the  saddest  funeral  they 
ever  attended.  Rev.  Mr.  C'halfant,  of  Mel- 
rose, a  former  pastor,  was  present  and  pro- 
nounced the  funeral  sermon  from  John  14: 
1-3.  Rev.  Mr.  Benson,  pastor  of  Colman 
Church,  and  W.  S.  Sweet,  of   the    First  Lap- 
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tist  Churcli,  assisted.  Tliis  beiiiir  the  first 
time  the  dark  angel  liad  entered  tins  family, 
it  was  felt  most  keeidy.  and  all  said  indeed 
that  "  Death  loves  a  shining  mark."  The 
sympathy  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  is  most 
sincerely  extended  to  the  father,  mother  and 
brothers,  and  also  to  him  whose  life-plans 
Were  bound  np  in  the  one  that  was  taken. 
Our  loss  is  her  gain,  and  therefore  let  us 
comfort  one  another  with  these  words:  "  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled.  Ye  believe  in 
God:  believe  also  in  nie." 

Wc  miss  tliee  from  our  home,  dear  Dottie; 

We  miss  tbee  from  thy  place; 
A  shadow  o'er  our  life  is  cast; 

We  miss  the  sunshine  of  thy  face. 

We  miss  thy  kind  and  willing  hand, 

Thy  fund  and  earnest  care; 
Our  home  is  dark  without  thee; 

We  miss  thee  everywhere. 

But  how  vey  lonely  is  the  home 

In  which  she  left  a  vacant  chair  I 
She's  missed  by  all  who  go  or  come; 

She's  missed  in  time  of  family  prayer. 

Yes,  our  dear  daughter  has  gone  to  rest; 

Her  loving  voice  we  no  longer  hear; 
But  God  knows  all  things  best, 

And  has  taken  one  we  loved  so  dear. 

tEV.  CARL  GOTTLIEB  KEIM,  pastor 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
(German),  residence  330  Sotitli  Fifth 
street,  is  a  jiative  of  Oberturkeim.  kingdom 
of  Wiirttemburg,  (iennaiiy,  where  he  was 
born  March  14-,  lS3f).  and  received  his  edu- 
cation principally  in  \\\>  native  cuuiitry.  He 
was  a  student  at  Stuttgart  from  lS4'J  to 
1854,  and  then  engaged  in  teaching  for  three 
years,  but  his  avuwe<l  jiurjiose  was  to  become 
a  missioniiry,  and  he  enteicd  a  theological 
institution  at  i!a.--le,  Switzerland,  with  this 
end  in  view.  He  pursued  his  studies  lu^re 
from  1^57  to  iStj'J,  being  ordained   a   minis- 


ter August  17,  of  the  year  last  named,  and 
tiie  fiilldwing  Oct<.)ber  c;imc  to  America,  in 
company  with  Pastor  Muhlhausen,  then  of 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Arriving  here  and  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Wisconsin  Synod,  lie  was  assigned  to 
missionary  duties,  his  tirst  work  being  the 
organization  of  a  church  at  Green  Bay,  Wis- 
consin. In  this  enterprise  he  was  eminently 
successful,  and  became  the  pastor  of  tlie  new 
church  at  Green  Bay,  serving  that  people 
until  May,  1870,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
La  Ci-osse.  Mr.  Ileiin's  superiors  in  the 
church  in  Wiirttemburg  desired  him  to  go  to 
Africa  as  a  missionary:  hut  being  in  rather 
delicate  health  his  physician  did  not  consent, 
and  hence  permission  was  granted  hini  to 
come  to  America.  Friedens-Gemeinde  (Peace 
Society)  is  the  German  name  of  the  church 
over  which  Mr.  Reim  has  presided  for  the 
last  twenty-one  years.  This  society  was  or- 
ganized in  1859.  The  first  minister  was  Rev. 
Fachtman.  who  remained  till  the  autumn 
of  1863.  Rev.  Stark  succeeded  him,  who 
remained  till  Sejitember,  1865.  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Kittel,  who  remaiiu'd  till  the 
coming  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reim.  The  church  in 
which  the  congregation  now  worship  was 
commenced  in  1868,  and  completed  stitii- 
ciently  to  be  used  the  following  year, 
though  the  church  debt  and  the  building  of 
the  tower  and  inside  furnishing  were  largely 
provided  for  undiu'  the  administration  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Reim.  In  1873  the  old  parsonage 
was  jiurchased.  and  a  new  one  built  in  1886, 
and  a  new  schoolhouse  in  1880.  The  old 
church  was  extensively  rej)aired  in  1888-'S9, 
having.  A  new  roof,  windnws  aiul  side  gal- 
leries, a  new  organ  had  been  added  some 
years  prcviciusly. 

In  the  school  are  110  ciiildren  of  the 
iiarishioners,  who  are  tauiiht  the  Enirlish  and 
(iermaii    languages    in    connection    with    the 
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common-school  sulijects  and  religions  in- 
struction. The  school  is  in  charge  of  two 
teachers  at  present,  and  all  under  the  general 
supervision  of  Rev.  Mr.  Reim. 

Four  years  ago,  /.  e.,  in  1887,  the  Eniannel 
Society  was  organized  in  North  La  Crosse, 
this  being  a  subdivision  of  the  original  or- 
ganization. Mr.  Reim  supplied  the  people  of 
North  La  Crosse  and  also  of  Onalaska  up  to 
the  date  of  their  subdivision,  often  preachitig 
four  or  five  times  daily. 

Onalaska  and  North  La  Crosse  each  have 
a  church  supplied  by  one  minister.  The 
North  La  Crosse  congregation  also  have  a 
school  connected  with  the  church. 


«IIARLES  L.  REED,  M.   D.,  piiysician 
and  surgeon,  otiice  Rodolf's  block,  cor- 
ner Main  and  Third,  was  born  in  Wall- 
ingsford,  Vermont,  July  4,  1822. 

J'uring  his  four  years'  private  study,  he 
attended  three  courses  of  lectures  at  Castleton 
(Vermont)  Medical  College,  at  which  hegrad- 
uated  in  the  fall  of  18-46,  engaging  in  practice 
at  Clarendon  Springs,  Vermont.  He  contin- 
ued till  the  winter  of  1851-'52,  when  he  went 
to  California,  via  Cape  Horn,  and  engaged  in 
practice  at  Auburn,  Placer  county,  where 
he  also  owned  and  operated  a  drug  store 
about  three  years.  His  wife  and  two-year- 
old  child  joined  him  in  California  after  he 
had  been  there  two  years.  The  wife  died, 
leaving  the  doctor  in  a  new  country  with  a 
helpless  child.  He  therefore  returned  with 
the  child  to  his  parental  home  in  Vermont. 
About  a  year  afterward  he  married  his  second 
wife,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  came  West 
and  located  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  ten  years. 

In  the  fail  of  1866  he  located  at  La  Crosse. 


He  has  been  in  active  practice  in  this  city 
ever  since. 

Dr.  Reed  enjoys  the  rare  distinction  and 
honor  of  having  been  a  inoml)er  of  the  Board 
of  Examining  Surgeons  of  the  United  States 
Pension  Department,  and  for  years  was  the 
only  examiner  in  his  territory.  He  has  occu- 
pied this  positio!!  witiiout  interruption  for 
about  twenty  years.  He  is  the  present  sec- 
I'etary  of  the  board,  and  has  never  missed  a 
Wednesday's  meeting  until  recently,  when 
attacked  with  a  severe  illness  from  la  grippe. 

The  Doctor  was  twice  married  and  is  now 
a  widower.  His  first  wife  was  Eliza  Ives,  a 
native  of  Granville,  New  York,  and  they  had 
one  child,  Ella,  now  deceased.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Mary  H.  Nicholson,  a 
native  of  Wallingsford,  Vermont,  born  near 
Saratoga,  in  1831,  and  died  in  this  city,  Au- 
gust 22,  1890. 

The  two  daughters  born  by  tliis  marriage 
are  living  in  this  city:  Addie  A.,  now  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Smith,  has  two  children;  Jessie  M.  is 
unmarried,  and  is  her  father's  housekeeper. 

tEV.  JAMES  MILFORD  PAYSON, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul's  Universalist  Church, 
La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Freedom,  Waldo 
county,  Maine,  April  13,  1848,  the  son  of 
Sion  Wentworth  and  Mary  (St.  Clair)  Pay- 
son,  both  natives  of  Maine.  The  father  was 
born  in  Hope  and  the  mother  in  Warren. 
There  were  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
youngest.  His  brother  Sion  W.  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Nineteenth  Maine  Regiment,  and  died 
of  disease  and  now  lies  Imried  at  Port  Hud- 
son, Mississippi.  Henry  Lowell  enlisted  in 
1863,  and  served  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Maine 
Regiment  till  the  cl(.);-e  of  the  war;  he  is 
now  superintendent  of  a  stock  farm  at  Cam- 
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deii,  Maine;  Erastus  A.  was  a  teacher  for 
many  years,  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
on  a  farm  in  liis  native  State.  Bnt  two  of 
tlie  sisters  are  living,  lioth  residinir  in  their 
native  State. 

Mr.  Payson  finished  his  theological  educa- 
tion at  St.  Lawrence  University,  at  Canton, 
.New  York.  lie  began  his  classical  course  at 
Freedom  Academy,  continuing  at  Westbrook, 
and  finishing  in  the  university.  lie  was 
ordained  a  minister  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  in  October,  1874,  and  had  charge  of 
the  Universalist  Church  at  Sherman,  Chau- 
tauqua county.  New  York,  until  the  fall  of 
1881,  when  he  was  called  to  Grace  Church, 
Rochester,  Minnesota.  He  remained  there 
till  the  close  of  the  year  1886,  when  he  was 
called  to  liis  present  charge.  Has  spent 
seventeen  years  in  active  ministerial  duties. 

Rev.  Mr.  Payson  was  married  at  Camden, 
New  Yoi-k,  June  13,  1874,  to  Miss  Flora  A. 
Bassett.  a  native  of  Canton,  New  I'ork. 
Tiiey  have  no  children,  Iiut  have  adojited  two, 
a  boy  and  girl  now  seven  and-a-half  years  of 
age,  named  Clarence  Milford  and  Clara. 

Mr.  Payson  is  independent  in  politics,  and 
frequently  votes  only  the  local  ticket;  has 
never  voted  for  a  president;  is  an  ardent 
temperance  advocate  from  principle.  He  is 
a  menil)er  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows 
orders. 


.\U.\11  II.  SMITH,  relict  of  Samuel 
I  P..  Smith,  whose  death  occui-red  on 
■  March  12,  1S89.  is  a  lady  of  education 
and  refinement,  and  one  wlio  lias  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  wIkj  know  her. 

Mr.  Smith  was  \n)V\\  in  New  Haitijisliire, 
in  1824,  to  the  union  <if  Samuel  and  Char- 
lotte (Wheeler)  Sniitli.  iiotli  natives  (.f  New 
Fmdand.      He   remained  in    his   native    State 


and  receiveil  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Cook  county,  Illi- 
nois. They  settled  at  Plum  Grove,  and  there 
the  father  died  when  eighty  years  of  age. 
The  mother  died  at  Rockford,  that  State, 
when  eight}'  years  of  age,  also. 

Samuel  P.  Smith  was  married  January  S, 
1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  II.  Smith,  daughter  of 
Orange  Smith,  and  two  years  later  he  moved 
to  this  county,  settling  on  the  farm  where  his 
widow  now  resides.  To  this  union  were  born 
eight  children:  Harriette,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Aaron  Mowrey,  of  Onalaska,  died  and  left 
two  sons,  Frank  and  Joe;  Zitella  il.,  wife  of 
Carl  Palmer  of  Onalaska;  Marian,  wife  of 
William  Betz  of  Minnesota;  Ellen  Smith  at 
home;  Betsey,  wife  of  Adelbert  Delamater; 
William  G.,  of  Salem;  Abner  E.,  who  has 
charge  of  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother; 
and  Orange,  wlio  died  when  about  three  years 
old. 

Mrs.  Smith  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  for  the  past  thirty-nine  years  and  has 
a  very  comfortalile  home.  Her  father.  Orange 
Smith,  who  was  an  old  settler  of  the  county, 
was  originally  from  Chateaugay,  Franklin 
county.  New  York,  born  (October  18,  1801, 
and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sally  (Board- 
man)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Vermont,  the 
father  born  in  Shelburn  in  1776,  and  the 
motlier  in  Canterbury,  May  31,  1775.  Or- 
ange Smith  was  married  November  17,  1822, 
in  Chateaugay,  to  Harriette  Ivetchum,  a 
native  of  Orrille,  Vermont,  born  JuiU'  20, 
1804.  In  1835  Orange  Smith  and  family 
came  with  team  and  wagon  to  C-ook  county, 
Illinois,  settled  at  I'lum  (irove,  ami  there 
resided  for  three  years.  Mr.  Smith  then 
moved  to  Lake  county  of  that  State  and  resided 
at  Mill  Creek  until  1852.  when  he  settled  in 
Omilaska  township,  ]>a  Crosse  eountv,  Wis- 
consin.     His  wife  died  in    Lake  county,  Illi- 
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Tiois,  February  24,  1851.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Metliodist  Church.  Nine  cliildreii 
were  born  to  tliis  union:  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Guile, 
Julia  M.  Armstrong,  Ann  Eliza  I'utnam, 
Sarah  11.  Smitli,  p]llen  P.  Jaekfon,  Thomas, 
deceased;  Henry,  Franklin  E.,  Casper,  de- 
ceased, and  Levisa  L.  Orange  Smith  died 
September  19,  1885,  when  eighty-four  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  Mason,  being  a  member 
of  Frontier  Lodge.  He  resided  at  Salem 
many  years,  and  kept  a  lialf-way  house,  which 
was  very  popular. 


Ipl^ANlEL  HxVLL,  who  resides  on  a  farm 
jjlffl  near  Stevenstown,  La  Crosse  county, 
^p  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  intelligent, 
enterprisino-  and  successful  men  of  Farming- 
ton  townshi]:).  A  resume  of  his  life  will  be 
of  interest  to  many,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  original  ancestors  of  the  Hall  family 
were  English,  but  many  generations  of  them 
have  lived  in  America.  Daniel  Hall  was 
born  in  Morris  county.  New  Jersey,  January 
27,  1821.  His  father,  Daniel  Hall,  Sr.,  was 
liorn  in  the  same  county.  The  latter  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  1812  helped 
to  fortify  the  country  around  New  York. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  also  a  native  of 
Morris  county.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Anderson  and  her  fatiier's  name 
was  Eliakim  Anderson,  her  parents  being 
French  people.  Daniel  Hall,  Sr.,  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  youngest  son.  Dr.  Joseph  H. 
J.  Hall,  won  distinction  as  a  skillful  physi- 
cian, being  especially  noted  for  the  magnetic 
influence  he  wielded  ovei-  his  patients.  The 
father  died  when  Daniel  was  young,  and  he 
was  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  support  of 
his  mother  and  the  younger  children,  which 
he  did  until  he  was  tweiity-two  years  of  age. 


His  father  was  hj  trade  an  iron- worker,  and 
was  foreman  in  a  shop.  He  was  an  intelli- 
gent and  well-read  man,  and  was  I'eligiously 
incline<l.  The  mother  was  a  woman  of  rare 
strength  of  mind  and  force  of  character,  and 
reigned  over  her  large  family  in  a  queenly 
manner.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.      Her  death  occurred  in  1851. 

Daniel  Hall  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  New 
Jersey,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When 
eight  years  of  age  he  was  employed  in  a  large 
rollling  mill,  beginning  at  the  lowest  posi- 
tion, and  by  his  honest  and  earnest  efforts 
being  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  he 
was  made  superintendent.  In  February, 
1850,  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  and  there  with- 
out difficulty  secured  a  good  situation.  The 
year  1855  found  him  in  Minnesota,  he  lieing 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Burr's  valley. 
Union  county.  Three  years  later  he  sold  out 
for  §1,100,  and  came  to  Lewis  valley,  La 
Crosse  county,  Wisconsin.  He  worked  one 
year  in  a  mill  and  the  ne.xt  year  took  a  claim 
of  Government  laud.  This  he  has  developed 
into  a  fine  farm,  well  improved  witli  two- 
story  residence,  good  barn  and  outijuiMiturs, 
fences,  etc. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  in  April,  1843,  to 
Caroline  Tnttle,  a  native  of  Morris  county, 
New  Jersey,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Tuttle. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  ten  chil- 
dren, viz.:  D.  H.,  who  served  during  the  war 
as  a  member  of  Company  L  Eighth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  is  now  a  resident  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa;  Daniel  T.,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Forty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  died 
in  1884;  Jennette  and  Cornelius,  twins,  the 
former  dying  at  tiie  age  of  eight  years  and  the 
latter  when  two  years  old;  Caroline,  wife  of 
J.  M.  Hill,  resides  at  La  Cn.sse;  William  L., 
at  home;  Margaret,  at  Galesville,  Wi^consin; 
Clara  died  at    the  age  of    twenty-ime   years; 
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Elwenie,  wife  of  Delbert  Wood,  of  Galesvillf, 
Wisconsin;  Delphiiia,  wife  of  T.  B.  Anderson, 
of  La  Crosse.  All  were  educated  and  grew 
up  respected  and  hoiiured  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

Politically.  .Mr.  Hall  was  first  a  Whig,  then 
a  Democrat,  later  a  liej)ublican,  and  now  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  Metliodist  of  long 
standing,  having  served  as  steward  of  the 
church  for  eleven  years.  He  has  also  been  a 
Sabbath-school  superintemlent  for  many  years, 
ami  has  done  much  good,  traiiiinw-  and  direct- 
ing young  people  in  the  way  that  leads  to 
happiness  and  pros|)erity  in  tliis  life  and 
insures  a  reward  in  the  world  to  come. 
Socially  Mr.  Hall  is  connected  witli  the 
T.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
291  of  Xortii  Pend.  He  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge,  and  repre- 
sented his  lodire  at  Asiiland  in  1S91. 


J;4EW1S    KXUDSON,   postotKce,  Stevens- 
L)f  town,  Wisconsin,    is  one    of  the  intelli- 


a 


•^v"  geut,  enterprising  and  successful  men 
of  La  Crosse  county.  He  has  lived  here 
since  1853,  and  is  well  known  in  this  section 
of  the  coiintiy. 

Mr.  Knudson  was  born  in  Norway,  Sep- 
tember It),  183G,  son  of  Knud  and  Anna 
(Ingvaldson)  Tollefsoti,  natives  of  Norway. 
He  was  i-eare<l  on  a  farm, and  attendccl  school 
until  he  was  tiftcen  years  of  age.  When  Ik- 
was  se\entecn  he  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Wisconsin.  From  Milwaukee  he 
made  the  journey  to  La  ('ro>se  county  by  <ix 
teams.  In  liis  father's  family  were  .seven 
children,  tbrer  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Jolm,  '  )le,  Lewis;  deceased  are,  Thore,  Inge, 
Randine  and  Agnethe. 

In  1HC)'6  .Mr.  KnudsiJti  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm   of  Cbi-ist   Fvansou.  who  had  jiai-fly 


improved  the  ^)lace.  Previous  to  this  he 
owned  a  fine  farm  in  Hamilton  township, 
which  he  sold.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres 
of  good  land,  on  which  are  first  class  improve- 
ments. He  has  a  story-and-a-half  cottage 
home,  20  x  24  feet,  ami  his  barn,  which  is 
30  X  44  feet,  has  a  rock  basement.  He  also 
has  good  fetices  and  a  modern  windmill.  In 
1S91   he  had   twenty-four  head  of  fat  cattle. 

Mr.  Knudson  has  been  twice  married.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he  weddeil  Martha 
Evenson.  a  native  of  .Vorway,  ami  by  iier  had 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Matilda,  wife  of  Christ  Mahlom  of  Stevens- 
town,  and  (/lara.  who  resides  with  her  father. 
The  name  of  the  one  deceased  was  Christina. 
Mrs.  Martha  Knudson  died  in  187G.  In 
1878  Mr.  Knudson  married  bis  present  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Hannah  Han- 
son. She  was  born  in  Norway,  and  came  to 
this  country  in  1870.  She  is  a  sister  of  .\. 
C.  Hanson,  of  Mindoro,  Wisconsin.  P>y  this 
union  three  sons  have  been  born:  iMathias, 
Lewis  and  Albert. 

Mr.  Knudson  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers" 
Alliance  of  Mindoro.  He  is  a  man  well  in- 
formed on  the  general  topics  (jf  the  day.  and 
is  regarded  as  an  intluential  and  popular 
citizen. 

f^^ILLIAM  NEUMEISTKK,  AMerman 

l-'cjJ^Ti  was  bcUMi  in  this  city  November  27, 
ISGO,  and  is  ibe  son  of  .Vugusf  and  iM'nestine 
Neumeister.  His  father  was  born  in 
Tiedersdorf.  (iermany.  Feliruary  2.  1824; 
the  motliiM-  was  born  in  Scheui)engrobs- 
dorf,  (iermany.  and  was  the  ilaughter  of 
Gottlieb  and  Johanmi  Cella,  and  was  born 
March  29,  1833.  They  were  married  in 
1S54,  and  the  same  year  emigrated  to  ,\nier- 
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ica,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York;  tlieiice 
they  continued  iheir  -journey  to  ilihvaukec, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  resided  two  years;  at 
the  end  of  that  time  they  came  to  La  Crosse, 
tlie  father  engaged  in  fanning.  He  died 
January  21,  18S8,  deeply  mourned  by  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances.  He  was  buried  with 
the  honors  of  the  DeutcherVerein,  a  German 
singing  society,  and  with  tlie  religious  ser- 
vice of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises  of 
a  public  character,  and  was  an  especially 
generous  patron  of  educational  institutions. 
He  left  a  family  of  two  sous:  Ernest,  born  in 
Milwaukee  July  14,  1854,  now  a  merchant 
of  Auburn,  Xew  York,  and  the  father  of  one 
son  and  a  daughter,  Carl  and  Ernestine;  Will- 
iam, the  other  son,  is  the  stiljject  of  this 
sketch. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  supplemented  this  instruction 
with  a  private  course  of  study.  He  then  took 
up  the  occupation  of  farming,  to  which  he 
has  given  more  or  less  attention. 

Mr.  William  Neuiueister  was  married  in 
Milwaukee,  November  20,  1890,  to  Miss 
Alice  Conver,  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  a 
daughter  of  Anton  and  Annie  Conver.  Our 
subject  is  now  serving  his  first  term  as  city 
Alderman,  and  is  a  member  ot  some  of  the 
most  important  committees.  He  is  a  man  of 
public  spirit  and  is  well  fitted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  this  position. 


f|LE  FREDRICKSON  is  a  well  known 
1  citizen  of  Farmington  townsiiip.  La 
"J"  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  and  is  an- 
other one  of  the  many  Norwegians  who  have 
come  to  the  United  States,  have  won  their 
way  to  honorable  positions  in  life,  and  have 


m'ade  for  themselves  happy  homes  in  this 
State. 

Mr.  Fredrickson  was  born  in  Norway,  No- 
vember 10.  1841,  son  of  Fredrick  Olsnn  and 
Martha,  his  wife.  In  1850  the  family  left 
Norway  for  America,  sailing  from  Uramnien, 
and  landing  at  New  York  after  a  voyage  of 
six  weeks  and  three  days.  From  New  York 
city  they  came  to  Dane  county,  Wisconsin, 
via  Albany,  Buffalo  and  the  great  lakes,  and 
ill  Dane  county  they  lived  two  3'ears.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  came  to  I^a  Crosse 
county  and  settled  on  Guvernment  land, 
where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  now  lives. 
The  journey  to  this  county  was  made  in  a 
wagon  with  block  wheels  that  had  been  sawed 
off  the  end  of  a  log,  the  wagon  being  drawn 
by  a  yoke  of  steers.  The  parents  had  n  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Ole  was  the 
first  born.  All  are  dead  save  four.  Evan 
and  Matthias  reside  in  Buffalo  county,  this 
State.  Nettie,  his  sister,  who  is  married  to 
Mr.  Hoff,  lives  in  Trempealeau  county.  The 
father  and  mother  are  still  living  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Ole  Fredrickson  was  nine  yeai's  of  age 
when  he  landed  in  Wisconsin,  and  here  he 
grew  to  manhood,  working  on  the  farm  and 
receiving  only  a  limited  education.  Three 
winters  he  spent  in  the  woods,  and  was  some 
time  on  the  drive.  Li  September,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Lifantrj, 
Company  I,  the  Eagle  Regiment.  In  the  bat- 
tle at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  thigh  by  a  minie  Ijall,  and  was 
in  the  hospital  there  and  at  Jefiersonville, 
Indiana,  and  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis-consin. 
Later  he  joined  his  regiment  at  Montgomery, 
Alabanja,  and  was  stationed  at  Uniont(.)wn, 
Alabama,  and  served  until  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Montgomerv,  Alabama.  Re- 
turning home,  he  again  turned  bis  attention 
to  agricultural   pursuits.      He  now  owns  160 
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acres  of  well- improved  land,  which  was  his 
father's  farm.  His  house  is  IG  x  24  feet,  a 
story  and  a  half,  with  a  one-storj  kitchen 
12  .\  10  feet.  His  barn  is  24.\  30  feet;  stable 
17. \  CO  feet;  granary  lG.\24:feet;  and  every- 
tliincr  about  his  premises  is  kej)t  in  good  order 
and  shows  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  thrift 
and  enterprise. 

At  tlie  age  of  twenty-ei,i,dit  yeai-s  Mi'. 
Fredrickson  was  united  in  niarriai^e  with 
Sarah  Siinnionson.  a  native  of  Norway  and  a 
dauirhter  of  Simmon  Christ  Johnson  and  Ro- 
ilina,  his  wife.  To  them  liave  lieeii  given 
seven  children,  viz.:  Minnie,  Christian,  So- 
phia, Josephine,  Olof  and  Hilda,  and  Flora, 
wlio  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Fredrickson  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
member  of  Nelson  Quygle  Post.  No.  233. 
(t.  A.  R.,  of  Mindoro,  Farmini;ton  townshiji. 


sF    ii.    ATWATFR,    an     honored    and 


M\||  highly  respecteil  early  st-ttler  of 
'^l^i  **  Farmington  township,  Fa  Crosse 
county  (postotHce  Steven-itown),  has  made  his 
home  here  since  185^). 

Mr.  Atwater  dates  his  bii-th  in  Nova 
Sci^tia,  August  8,  1831.  His  tafli.-r,  Ward 
Atwater,  was  born  in  Xo\a  Scotia,  of  Scotch 
and  English  ancesti-y,  and  his  motlici-,  also  a 
native  of  that  country,  was  before  her  mar- 
riage Miss  AFary  Ann  iiiglow.  Her  father, 
J):iniel  liiglow,  was  a  descendant  of  Scotch 
ancestors.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a 
lad  of  si.\  years  when  his  pai'ents  came  to 
Wisconsin  and  settled  in  AVaid<esha  county. 
Ti;ei-e  the  family  lived  until  1850.  l)aniel 
J5iglow,  the  maternal  grandfathei-  of  Mr.  .\t- 
water,  was  a  wealtliy  an<l  prominent  man  in 
IS'ova  Scotia,  where  lie  owned  a  tishery.  licet 
and  mills.  lie  .-ub>eijuently  came  to  Wis- 
consin, atul    at    one    time   owned    eiobt  v  acres 


in  what  is  now  the  lieart  of  Milwaukee.  He 
entered  a  lai-ije  tract  of  (Tovernment  laiul  in 
Waukesha  county,  and  there  built  a  mill. 
Ward  Atwater  worked  in  the  mill  for  soinfi 
time.  In  ISuti  the  Atwater  family  came  to 
La  Crosse  county  and  took  up  their  abode  in 
Lewis  valley,  whei'C  the  father  lived  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  June,  IsSl.  He 
had  in  early  life  been  a  ship-builder  and 
miller,  and  was  an  expert  mechanic.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
six  (jf  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Fmina, 
Sarah  Jane,  W.  B.,  Harriette,  Rebecca  and 
Milton.  Those  deceased  are  as  follows:  Jo- 
seph, wIki  was  a  member  of  the  First  Wis- 
consin Cavaliy,  became  prominent  as  an 
attorney,  politician  and  statesman  in  Oregon, 
and  died  in  1891;  James,  a  member  of  the 
Eagle  Regiment,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
Comjiany  D,  died  while  at  home  on  furlough; 
Charlotte  was  the  wife  of  Daniel  Kennedy. 
The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  old  farm 
near  Mimloro,  and  is  now  about  ninety  years 
of  age. 

W.  15.  Atwatei-  was  reared  on  a  tarm  and 
receixed  his  education  in  the  <listrict  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  where  he  resided.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  became  a  thorough  me- 
chanic in  his  line  of  work,  and  has  followed 
that  ti-ade  the  most  of  his  lite.  lie  owns  a 
good  farm  ot'  120  acres,  which  he  purchased 
in  1^5(i,  .-ind  which  is  now  well  improved 
with  a  story-aiid-a-half  cottao;e  home,  good 
barn,  other  out-bniMinos,  lences,  etc.,  all 
showing  the  hand  of  eiiter|irise  and  industry. 

.Mr.  .\twater  was  married  in  ISoT.  to  Miss 
Caroline  C.  i'ost,  a  lad\-  of  eilucatioii,  retine- 
nielit  ami  cidture.  ami  I'oi-  some  time  ,a  popu- 
lar and  successfid  teacher.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  .loseph  Post,  di'ceascd.  .M  rs.  At  Water  was 
born  in  ()hio,  but  was  reared  and  educateil  in 
\\'iscoiisiM.      Thev  have    three  children.      Jo- 
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sepli  Trnman,  their  oldest,  lias  been  eii<^aged 
ill  teacliing  for  eight  years.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  Black  River  Falls,  Gales- 
ville  and  La  Crosse  high  schools.  He  mar- 
ried Stella  Pettingill,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Millie  G.  The  other  members  of  the  family 
are  Leonard  Frank  and  Grace.  Tlie  former 
wedded  Nettie  Frank,  and  has  one  child, 
Leslie  L.,  and  the  latter  is  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atwater  lost  one  son,  Ehiier,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Atwater  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  Assessor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  twenty  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  L  0.  O.  F.,  Lodge  JNo.  291,  of  North 
Bend. 

fRED  A.  REMIGK  is  manager  of  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
.V  New  York,  and  is  also  special  agent  of 
the  Standard  Accident  Company  of  Detroit. 
He  was  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  March  5, 
1853,  in  which  State  John  C.  and  Ann  C. 
(GrafFam)  Remick,  his  parents,  were  also 
born,  the  former  in  Cornish  and  the  latter  in 
Augusta.  In  October.  1861,  Mr.  John  C. 
Remick  brought  his  family  to  this  city,  and 
the  following  article  concerning  him  is  given 
in  the  history  of  La  Cros-^e  county:  "John 
C.  Remick,  general  insurance  agent,  was  born 
in  Cornish,  York  county,  Maine,  in  1819. 
From  1842  to  1856  he  engaged  in  the  ship- 
ping business  in  Portland,  Maine.  Was  first 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  '  Simeon  Pease,' 
later  of  the  firm  of  'Remick  &  Eaton,'  im- 
porters. In  1857  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and 
was  about  four  months  in  La  Crosse,  then 
returned  to  Portland  and  remained  there  until 
1861.  He  then  returned  to  Wisconsin  and 
soon  after  engaged  in  the  insurance  business. 
In   1881,  when   this   history  was  written,  he 


was  inspector  of  illuminating  oils  in  La 
Crosse.  He  was  a  kind  hr.sband,  a  loving 
father  and  an  agreeable  neighbor,  who  com- 
manded the  entire  res[)eet  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances." 

He  died  on  March  8,  1885,  at  which 
time  he  was  holding  the  (itKce  of  District  Oil 
Inspector  of  the  State.  He  was  at  one  time 
general  agent  for  the  Insurance  Company  of 
North  America  of  Philadelphia  for  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota  and  Iowa.  His  death  resulted 
from  influenza  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  for  many  years  until  up  to  his  last  illness 
he  had  been  treasurer  of  Christ's  Episcopal 
Church.  His  widow  survives  him,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  Of  their  seven  children, 
two  died  in  infancy  and  Fred  X.  is  the  fifth 
of  the  family.  The  latter  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  flre-insnranee  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued, in  connection  with  life  insurance, 
until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  the  former,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  energies  excdusively  to 
the  occupation  of  life  and  accident  insur- 
ance. He  pursues  a  sound  conservative 
policy  that  has  won  for  him  the  most  enviable 
of  reputations  in  financial  circles.  His 
policies  are  clear  and  explicit  and  he  always 
looks  to  the  best  interests  of  his  customers. 
He  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Helen  A. 
Rogers,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Emily  Rogers,  of 
Wausau,  Wisconsin,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
La  CIrosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Remick  have  two 
children:  Marion  Frances  and  Helen  Kies, 
and  they  are  all  regular  attendants  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Remick  be- 
longs. He  is  a  memlier  of  Frontier  Lodge, 
No.  45,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Smith  Chapter, 
No.  13,  R.  A.  M.;  and  La  Crosse  Command- 
ery.  No.  9,  K.  T.  He  is  succeeding  well  in 
the  business,  which  occupies  his  attention, 
and  has  the  unbounded  confidence  of  all  hav- 
ing dealings  with  him.  He  keeps  himself 
well  posted  on  the  current  events  of  the  day 
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and  feelri  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
State  anil  nation.  While  not  an  active  jxili- 
tician  his  support  is  usually  given  to  the 
I)enioi'i;itic  party. 

«HARLES  A.  YOUNG,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  honored  and  respected  citi- 
zens of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin. 
He  was  bora  in  Walworth  county,  this  State. 
in  184:7,  son  of  Sebastian  and  Elizabeth  A. 
Young,  both  now  living  in  FarniiniTton  town- 
ship, La  Crosse  county,  highly  resjiected  by 
all  who  know  them.  Charles  A.  was  a  boy 
of  si.\  years  when  the  family  nioveil  to  this 
county,  and  here  he  i^rew  up  and  received  a 
good  English  and  German  education.  He 
was  married  to  Anna  M.  Dulf,  in  isOt!,  and 
for  two  years  after  their  marriage  they  lived 
with  Mr.  Young's  parents.  In  LStJS  they 
located  on  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Young  now 
resides.  Mr.  Young  departed  this  life  Octo- 
ber 10. 1881,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  chil- 
dren: Libbie  M.,  Cliarlie  A.  and  Clara  L. 
He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  in  their  bereavement  his  family 
received  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  a  limitless 
circle  of  friends.  Politically  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat; religiously,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  .\nua  AL  '\'<iiing  resides  on  the  home 
place  with  her  cliildi-en,  all  (jf  whom  !ii-e  still 
at  home.  Their  farm  contains  180  aci-e-  of 
Hne  laiul.  with  modern  inipi-ii\'ements;  good 
liiMise  with  roek  wall  and  cellar,  substantial 
barn,  a  windmill,  etc.  Everything  about  the 
premises  is  in  good  shape,  and  the  visitor  to 
this  home  will  soon  learn  that  Mrs.  YourKr 
is  not  only  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement 
but  that  she  also  possesses  rare  intelligence 
and  executive  ability. 

She  was  Ijorn  in  Kaciiie  count  v,  Wiscdnsin, 


daughter  of  Harten  and  Anna  M.  (Batalion) 
Dolf.  natives  of  Germany  and  Switzerland 
respectively.  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
a  bab(>,  and  her  niother  was  subsequenlj 
married  to  \Villiaiii  I'fatf,  by  whom  she  had 
nine  children,  live  of  whom  are  living.  Her 
mother  departed  this  life  at  Burr  Oak,  Wis- 
consin, at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  Anna 
M.  was  reared  in  Racine  and  Walworth  coun- 
ties, this  State,  and  when  she  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  came  with  her  mother  to  this 
county.  She  and  her  family  occupy  respected 
and  useful  positions  in  society. 


.^^I^LE  N  YHUS,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
'jifHj;  favorably  known  of  the  contractors  and 
^J"  builders  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, in  1834,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Carrie 
Nyhus.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation;  the  parents  are  both  deceased. 
Young  Xyhus  obtained  an  education  in 
the  common  schools,  which  he  attemled 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age;  he 
then  went  to  learn  his  trade,  and  passed 
through  all  the  grades,  as  required  of  appren- 
tices in  that  country.  He  followed  the  busi- 
ness in  his  native  place  until  18Gt],  when  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  believing  that 
the  opportunities  were  greater  for  young  and 
ambitious  men  than  in  his  own  lan<l.  He 
came  directly  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has 
been  iilentitied  with  the  growth  ami  develop- 
ment of  the  city,  and  has  won  a  place  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  members  of  Ills  craft.  He 
has  erected  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  the 
city,  among  them,  the  county  jail,  Scamlia 
Hall,  some  of  the  largest  churches  and  many 
of  the  most  beautifid  residences. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  i<\  and  of 
the  Xorden  Society.  He  takes  an  active 
interest    in    all    the    work    of    these    various 
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bodies,  where  his  eft'orts  are  fully  appreciated. 
Mr.  Xyhiis  wa-;  mai-ried  in  Norway,  to 
Miss  Tonette  Hanson,  whose  parents  were 
also  of  Norwegian  hirth;  her  father  is  de- 
ceased, but  the  mother  survives,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyhus 
have  been  born  two  children:  Edward  is  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  St.  Paul  drug  house, 
he  married  Miss  Louisa  Peterson,  and  they 
liave  one  daughter,  Helen;  the  second  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyhus  is  deceased. 
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fABEZ  B.  COMAN,  Mindoro,  who  is 
ranked  with  the  intelligent  and  prosper- 
ous citizens  of  La  Crosse  county,  also 
claims  a  place  with  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  he  having  taken  up  liis  abode  here  in 
September,  1852.  A  brief  outline  of  his  life 
is  as  follows: 

Jabez  B.  Coman  was  born  at  Glens  Falls, 
Warren  county,  New  York,  September  18, 
1834.  His  father,  Allen  Coman,  a  native  of 
Salem,  "Washington  county.  New  York,  was 
a  son  of  Isaac  Coman,  who  was  born  at 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  a  descendant  of 
English  ancestry.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was,  before  her  marriage,  iEiss  Eunice 
Briggs.  She  was  born  in  Queensbury,  AVar- 
ren  county,  New  York,  daughter  of  Walter 
Briggs,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Allen  Co- 
man  and  his  family  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
1845  and  settled  in  Walworth  county,  and  in 
1852  they  moved  to  La  Crosse  county  and 
located  in  Lewis  valley.  At  the  latter  place 
Mr.  Coman  and  his  wife  passed  the  remain- 
der of  their  days  and  died.  They  had  seven 
children,  viz.:  Clara,  wife  of  John  Kenrick, 
died  February  23,  1846;  Cynthia,  wife  of 
Nelson  Cameron;  Eunice,  who  died  Septem- 
ber 10,  1846;  Walter  B.  died  in  May,  1880; 
Wallace  died  June  3,  1853;  Warren  died   in 


Indiaiui,  December  20,  1876;  and  Jabez  B., 
whose  name  lieads  this  sketch.  The  parents 
wei-e  honored  and  respected  hy  all  who  knew 
them,  and  they  reai-ed  a  tainily  nf  children 
that  as  they  grew  up  occupied  useful  and 
honored  positions  in  life.  Before  he  came  to 
tJiis  State  the  father  was  engaged  as  a  lum- 
berman, and  was  Sheriff  and  Collector  foi-  a 
number  of  years.,  and  a  prominent  man  in 
politics.  After  removing  to  Wisconsin  his 
principal  pursuit  was  farming.  He  departed 
this  life  May  24,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  The  mother  died  in  Mindoro,  De- 
cember 11,  1889,  at  the  age  of  ninety-tive. 

Jabez  B.  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  when 
they  came  to  La  Crosse  county.  He  had  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Elkhorii,  IJeloit  and 
Milton,  this  State,  and  in  the  winter  of  1S52 
and  1853  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
here,  he  being  one  of  the  lirst  teachers  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
here,  and  for  five  years  was  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  In  other  ways  he  was  also 
prominently  identilied  with  the  early  history 
of  this  county:  served  two  terms  as  Town 
Clerk;  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  was  Postmaster  for  a  time.  In 
1869  he  went  to  Chicago  and  engaged  in  the 
drug  business,  subsequently  turning  his  at- 
tention to  the  stock  business,  and  being  en- 
gaged in  it  for  a  number  of  years.  At 
present  he  is  successfully  ci.mducting  a  mer- 
cantile business  at  ^Vlindoro. 

Mr.  Coman  was  married  July  4,  1S56,  at 
Lewis  Valley,  to  Angela  Arnold,  who  was 
born  in  Chenango  county.  New  York,  daiigli- 
ter  of  John  F.  and  Ruth  (Brown)  Arnold, 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coman  have  two  children,  A^allaee  and 
Eunice  Elberta.  The  former  was  born  Sep- 
tember 19, 1859.  and  was  reared  and  educated 
here.     April  16,  1886,  lie  mai-ried  Ella  Plaff, 
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daughter  of  John  and  Loretta  Pt'aff,  by  whom 
he  lias  two  cliildren,  Angela  and  "Wemlell. 
The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Pliillips, 
of  Chicago,  and  has  one  child,  Harry. 

Mr.  Coinan  has  been  a  member  of  the  ^[a- 
eonic  fraternity  since  1S59.  lie  is  a  popular 
and  progressive  citizen,  and  a  man  whose  in- 
fluence is  ever  felt  for  good  in  the  conimii- 
nity  where  he  resides. 


^.ALYOKGUXDERSOM,  a  member  of 
'''i{v\  '''^  ^""  *^^  Gunderson,  Krueger  vfc  Co.. 
■^1  has  Iieen  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  coun- 
ty since  1867.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
May  23,  1848,  a  son  of  Norske  parents,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Scandina- 
via. He  remained  in  his  own  country  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age;  lie  received  a 
good  education  in  his  native  language,  at- 
tending school  until  he  was  fifteen.  Ambi- 
tious to  advance  liis  interests  in  the  business 
world,  he  determined  to  come  to  America, 
believing  his  opportunities  would  be  greater. 
In  the  spring  of  1867  he  ari-ived  at  La 
Crosse,  and  in  a  sliort  time  had  located  at 
Half-way  Creek ;  the  first  winter  he  was  in 
this  country  he  went  to  scliool  in  onler  to 
gain  a  better  knowledge  of  tiie  language. 
After  a  few  months  he  reiiioved  to  Onalaska, 
where  he  (jbtaiiied  enijiloymeiit  with  the 
Nichols  Lumber  Coni[)any:  he  was  with  this 
firm  bir  two  years,  ami  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returned  to  Half- way  Creek :  there  he 
turned  his  attentinii  to  agriculture,  and  also 
served  as  Postmaster  of  Half-way  Creek,  to 
which  jwsition  lie  was  appointed  May,  1875. 
It  was  in  18S3  that   he    once    more    returned 


to  Onalaska;  for  one  year  he  was  with  tin 
Nichols  Lumber  Comjiany,  aiul  ihen  he  ae 
cepted  a  position  with  tlie  leading  mercanfih 
house  of  the  tow  II,    liailey    iV   TlKimiisun:   lit 


was  in  their  employ  four  years,  when  he  be- 
came connected  with  Nathan  Clark,  whom  ho 
served  until  March,  1891. 

The  firm  of  Gunderson,  Krueger  &  Co. 
was  tlieii  organized;  this  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable  and  popular  business  houses  in 
Onalaska;  they  carry  a  line  of  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  boots  and  shoes  and  hard- 
ware, each  department  having  a  large  and 
well  selected  stock.  The  extensive  acquaint- 
ance and  high  reputation  of  Mr.  Gunderson 
have  added  greatly  to  their  patronage,  which 
is  drawn  from  a  M'ide  range  of  territory. 

Politically  Mr.  Gunderson  is  a  Republi- 
can, stanch  and  true,  being  one  of  the  wheel- 
horses  of  the  party  in  his  township.  He  was 
considered  the  most  available  member  of  his 
party  as  candidate  for  Sheritf  in  1890,  but 
shared  the  defeat  of  the  rest  of  the  ticket. 
He  has  served  as  City  Treasurer  three  terms, 
and  has  been  Clei-k  of  the  school  board,  re- 
flecting great  credit  ujion  himself  and  giving 
entire  satisfaction  to  liis  constituents.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  lodge 
No.  418. 

Mr.  Gunderson  was  married  at  Half-way 
Ci-eek,  to  Mariam  Anderson  Bjerke,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children :  Matilda,  a 
popular  teaclier,  and  Caroline.  Our  subject 
is  one  of  the  most  jirogrcssive  men  in  On- 
alaska: he  liberally  supports  all  educational 
and  religious  enterjirises,  and  makes  every 
elfort  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
place.  He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity  of 
charactei',  ami  no  man  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  by  bis  bdlow  citizens. 


,^7Tr>  (".  K.\  VLOR  is  closely  connected  with 
ii/y|  '''^  business  interests  of  North  La 
•i^^*  Crosse,  and  is  well  woi-tliy  of  the 
8j>ace    that    has    been    accordi'd    him    in    this 
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history  of  La  Crosse  conuty.  He  is  a  "Hoo- 
sier,"  born  at  Pierceton,  Kosciusko  county, 
Indiana,  in  185-i,  the  sou  ot  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Weaver)  Kajior.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to 
Indiana  in  1845,  settling  on  a  farm;  the 
father  was  a  teacher  by  profession,  and  was 
numbered  among  the  pioneer  educators  of 
the  State.  lie  removed  from  his  farm  to 
Pierceton,  where  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  sixteen  consocutive  years;  he  was  also 
pension  agent  during  his  residence  at  Pierce- 
ton. He  was  a  musician  of  note  and  led  the 
choir  of  his  church  for  many  years;  he  and 
his  wife  were  devoted  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church;  he  also  belonged 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  Worthy  Grand  of 
the  order  during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  man  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  merited 
the  confidence  he  universally  commanded; 
his  death  occurred  in  1886,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1874.  They  reared  to  years 
of  maturity  five  children,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice 
and  George  A.,  a  citizen  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

A.  C.  Kaylor  attended  school  in  his  native 
town  until  1872,  when  he  went  to  Elkhart, 
Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  plas- 
terer's trade.  He  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  two  years,  returning  to  Pierceton  at  the 
end  of  that  time;  there  he  followed  his  voca- 
tion for  twelve  years.  In  1885  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  and  since  that  time  has  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  here;  he  deals  in 
lime,  hair  and  building  material,  and  is 
steadily  increasing  his  patronage;  during  the 
season  of  1891  he  handled  about  1,350  bar- 
rels of  lime.  He  is  a  man  of  superior 
business  qualifications,  and  is  an  acquisition 
to  the  business  circles  of  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Kaylor  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss 
Elsie  G.  Pierce,  a  daughter  of  James  II.  and 


Anna  (Utter)  Pierce.  Mrs.  Kaylor's  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Truman  Pierce,  who 
came  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  at  Delavan,  Walworth  county,  in 
1844;  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Joseph 
and  Xancy  Utter,  natives  of  England,  who 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  War- 
saw, New  York,  about  the  year  1810.  Jo- 
seph Utter  was  killed  by  the  giving  way  of  a 
bridge  over  which  he  was  driving  with  a 
load  of  salt;  tins  accident  occurred  in  1824, 
on  the  road  from  Warsaw  to  New  York. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  now  living  in  La 
Crosse  county,  neighbors  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kaylor;  they  are  both  remarkably  well  pre- 
served, being  able  to  walk  four  or  five  miles 
a  day  with  the  ease  of  a  person  of  thirty 
years;  their  ages  are  seventy-si.x  and  seventy- 
two  years  respectively;  they  are  woi'thy 
members  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  Mr. 
Pierce  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaylor  has  been  born  one 
child,  Gertie,  aged  eleven^  years,  who  is 
receiving  both  a  literary  and  musical  educa- 
tion. 


fAUL  SULLIVAN  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  is 
entitled  to  a  space  in  this  record  of  her 
leading  citizens.  Like  many  of  Wisconsin's 
prominent  and  patriotic  sons  he  is  a  native 
of  Ireland,  county  Limerick,  born  June  25, 
1844.  His  parents,  Timothy  and  Agnes 
(Christy)  Sullivan,  were  natives  of  the  same 
county;  the  father  died  when  our  subject 
was  about  four  years  of  age.  A  sister,  Mary, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  in  Ireland,  in 
1852  the  three  brothei-s  Patrick,  John  and 
Paul,  emigrated  to  America;  their  mother 
had  come  a  year  previously.  After  their 
arrival    in   this   country  the  mother   married 
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Jolin  Park;  lier  deatli  occurred  in  1864. 
John  Sullivan  died  in  1871.  leaving  a  widow 
and  three  children:  Mary  Agnes.  William 
Henry  and  Eva  Jane.  He  was  a  gallant  sol- 
dier in  the  late  war,  and  gave  four  years'  loyal 
service  to  his  adopted  country. 

Patrick  Sullivan  lived  in  this  county  until 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Kansas,  locating  in 
Humboldt  county,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers;  thence  he  removed  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  finally  went  to  New  York  and 
lived  in  Kensselaer  county  until  hi^-^  death; 
he  was  unmarried. 

Paul  Sullivan,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
biography,  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
In  1859  he  located  on  his  present  farm  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1864, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  Government;  he  was  out  about  one 
year,  when  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. He  then  resumed  the  more  peaceful 
occupation  of  tilling  the  soil.  He  has  a  fine 
farm  of  280  acres,  well  improved  with  good 
buildings  and  sup[)lied  with  all  the  modern 
appliances  of  agricultni-c. 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  married  Alay  16,  1870, 
to  Miss  Elsie  Eliza  Downer,  a  native  of  La 
Crosse  and  a  daughter  of  Milo  Downer,  who  was 
born  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  in  1811;  Mrs. 
Sullivan's  mother  was  Julia  Speer,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey;  her  parents  were  married  in 
Michigan  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Lewis  valley,  La  Crosse  county;  they  had 
a  family  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity:  David  served  three  years  and 
eight  months  in  the  civil  wai-;  Elsie  Eliza  is 
the  wife  of  Paul  Sullivan,  and  Helen  mar- 
ried De  Witte  Strader.  Milo  Downer  was 
twice  married,  and  two  children  were  born  of 
the  first  union:  Simeon,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Rebellion,  and  Mary. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  Sullivan  are   the  parents  of 


three  children:  Milo  Martin,  born  February 
12,  1871;  Jennie  F.,  born  June  14,  1873,  a 
populai'  and  successful  teacher,  and  Julia 
Agnes,  born  .lune  12,  1875.  Mr.  Sullivan  is 
a  Republican  in  his  politics,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  is  progressive, 
enterprising  and  thrifty,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  the  community. 


fAMES  GAY  has  made  his  home  in  La 
Crosse  county  since  October,  1859.  He 
was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  Janu- 
ary 28,  1828,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Gay, 
who  passed  their  lives  and  died  at  that  place. 
James  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  England,  and 
was  married  there  when  a  young  man  to 
Felecia  Noyes.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  two  are  living:  Frederick 
James  and  a  daughter.  The  other  child, 
Walter,  fell  from  a  vessel  into  the  sea  and 
was  drowned. 

In  1857  Mr.  Gay  came  to  America,  land- 
ing here  after  a  voyage  of  two  weeks.  After 
spending  some  time  in  Cleveland,  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee,  he  went  to  Waukesha 
county,  where  he  has  a  sister  living.  In 
1859,  as  above  stated,  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  in   1866  he  settled  on  his  present  farm. 

In  August,  1862,  when  President  Lincoln 
called  for  600,000  more,  Mr.  Gay  was  among 
those  who  responded  to  the  call.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
and  served  two  years  and  nine  months.  He 
took  part  in  a  number  of  engagements  and 
was  on  scouting  and  picket  duty.  While  in 
the  service  he  contracted  a  chronic  disease, 
from  which  he  has  never  recovered ;  also  had 
his  shoulder  and  arm  severely  injured  by 
falling  from  a  horse' at  White  river,  Ai-kan- 
sas,  and  from  this  is  still  a  sufferer.  He  was 
honoi-alily  discharged  and    returned  to  Wis- 
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consin.  He  spent  three  years  in  La  Crosse, 
and  the  rest  of  the  time  lie  has  been  on  his 
farm.  He  owns  ninety-seven  acres  of  well 
improved  land  in  Lewis  valley. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  Mr.  Gay  was  married 
at  Bangor,  Wisconsin,  to  Mrs.  Jane  Luke, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Paul.  Her  first 
husband  was  a  Mr.  Gear,  and  by  him  she  had 
two  sons:  Tom  Paul  and  Matthew  William. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gear,  with  their  two  little 
sons,  came  to  Milwaukee  from  Somersetshire, 
England,  in  1844. 

Mr.  Gay  is  in  politics  a  Republican.  He 
is  associated  with  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  La 
Crosse. 


-%^i 


fD.  ROBINSON,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  La  Crosse  county,  is  a  native  of 
*  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  born  in  Rock 
county,  near  Janesville,  November  18,  1848, 
a  son  of  Findley  and  Sarah  (Bener)  Robinson. 
His  father  was  born  August  17,  1800,  and 
was  the  son  of  Scotch  parents;  Sarah  Bener 
was  born  December  3,  1809,  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  they  reared  a  family  of  four 
sons:  Henry,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war;  Albert  a  resident  of  Yankton,  South 
Dakota;  O.  D.,  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
and  Huron,  who  is  now  desk  sergeant  in  the 
office  of  the  chief  of  police  in  La  Crosse. 
The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  followed 
this  calling  through  life,  dying  December  9, 
1870.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  The  mother  survives  and 
lives  with  her  son,  O.  D. 

Mr.  Robinson  grew  to  manhood  surrounded 
by  the  wilderness  of  the  frontier,  and  was 
early  inured  to  the  hard  labor  of  the  farm ; 
he  acquired  an  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  in 
July,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighth 


Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Eagle  Regiment;  he  paitici- 
pated  in  tiie  b;ittle  nf  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
rtn<l  alsii  in  the  ciiiruireiiuMi t  at  Oxford,  Mis- 
sissippi.  He  was  wounded  December  16, 
18()4,  at  Nashville,  the  ball  entering  his  right 
lung,  where  it  lies  iniliedded.  He  was  hon- 
orably discliargt'd  in  Alaliama,  in  September, 
1865.  and  at  once  returned  to  his  AVisconsiu 
home.  He  was  reai'ed  a  Democrat  and  still 
adheres  to  the  doctrines.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
the  organization. 

He  was  married  July  8,  1880,  to  Miss  E. 
Sliger,  a  native  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  Sliger. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union: 
Margaret  Sarah  and  George  Findley.  Mr. 
Robinson  was  married  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  to  Miss  Clara  Jane  Jones, 
and  they  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Eddy  Stevens,  Albert  R.,  Maud  S., 
and  Marcus  Iv. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  man  of  sterling  traits  ami 
great  integrity  of  cliaracter,  and  is  justly 
proud  of  his  military  record. 


|^-,^^JCTIAEL  DARMS,  a  farmer  near 
\\iSlwi  P«angor,  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
^^^  February  28,  1830,  a  son  of  Major 
and  Anna  (Cawiezel)  Darms.  The  lather 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1847,  settling  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin, 
which  was  then  a  Territory.  The  parents 
had  eicrht  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Agnes,  Anna,  Casper  and  Michael. 
One  son,  John,  died  in  this  county,  in  1882. 
Michael  Darms,  our  suliject,  came  to  this 
county  in  1851,  settling  in  Bangor  township, 
two  miles  southeast  of  Bangor,  which  was 
then  a  wild   country.     There  were    six   fami- 
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lies  who  came  tocretlier,  and  Mr.  Darms  is 
the  only  one  left,  all  the  ijrhers  beincr  de- 
ceased except  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph 
Ziiniuennan,  who  lives  in  ('olorado.  He 
settled  on  his  present  place  in  1880, 
which  now  joins  the  village.  He  owns  100 
acres  here,  but  farms  320  acres  southwest  of 
Bangor.  Mr.  Darms  was  married  January 
1,  1852,  to  Dorothy  Thile,  and  they  had  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  survive,  viz.:  Amelia, 
Emma,  Louise,  Doi-a  and  Anna.  Three 
sons  died  after  reaching  maturity:  Frederic, 
Michael  and  Major.  The  mother  died  March 
22,  1869,  and  the  father  was  again  married 
September  3,  1872,  to  Janette  Wakemau, 
who  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin, 
November  8,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Anna  (Buggius)  Wakemau.  They  have 
had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Ida,  Michael,  Nettie  and 
Elsie.  Socially  Mr.  Darms  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  p(jlitically  a  Democrat, 
and  religiously  both  ho  and  his  wife  are 
meral)ers  of  the  Bapti.st  Church.  Our  sub- 
ject being  the  lii-st  settler  on  the  prairie 
southeast  of  Bangor,  that  locality  is  properly 
called  Darms'  Prairie,  and  he  also  named 
Fish  Creek,  three  miles  east  of  Bangor,  as  it 
contains  myriads  of  fish.  He  has  labored 
long  and  hard  to  build  up  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  the 
prosperity  of  future  generations. 

,^^  jT- AllTIN  BERGH,  attorney  and  coun- 
-ii'l,  V  \:  ^elor  at  law,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  is 
^i^^  an  American  citizen  by  adoption,  his 
birtiiplace  being  Christiania,  Norway,  where 
he  first  saw  the  light  September  10,  1862. 
His  parents,  Erik  and  Anna  Bergh,  were 
natives  of  Norway  and  Sweden  respectively. 
They  emigrated  to  America  in  1808,  and   lo- 


cated at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  The  father 
is  a  furniture  dealer  in  this  city,  where  he 
has  conducted  a  business  for  himself  since 
1878.  There  have  been  three  children  in 
the  family,  all  boys,  of  whom  Martin  Bergh 
is  the  only  survivor.  His  twin  brother,  Odin 
Bergh,  died  in  this  city  June  28, 1887,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  five. 

Mai'tin  Bergh  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  La  Crosse,  being  graduated 
in  the  high-school  class  of  1882.  He  began 
the  study  of  the  law  under  the  direction  of 
old  practitioners,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1885,  having  jiassed  an  examination  be- 
fore the  then  newly  created  State  Board  of 
Examiners.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin  in  1889, 
and  to  the  United  States  District  and  Circuit 
Courts  in  1890.  He  began  his  legal  work  in 
this  city  in  partnership  with  J.  H.  A.  Ginder, 
tlie  firm  name  being  Ginder  &  Bergh.  This 
relationship  continued  until  May,  1888,  when 
Mr.  Ginder  removed  from  the  State,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Bergh  has  been  in  practice 
alone. 

lie  has  given  careful  study  and  attention 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  been 
rewarded  with  a  large  and  important  business, 
which  is  steadily  growing.  He  is  attoi'uey 
for  the  Provident  Loan  and  Building  Asso- 
ciation of  La  Crosse,  president  of  the  Scandia 
Ilall  Association,  which  controls  Scandia  Hall 
and  Park  Theatre,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  secretary  of  Badger  State  Council,  No. 
1,  Order  of  Chosen  Friends.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  45,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Smith  Chapter,  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  La 
Crosse  Commandery,  No.  9,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  La  Crosse 
Board  of  Trade,  as  well  as  of  several  social 
organizations  in  the  city. 

In  1881  he  enlisted  in  the  La  Crosse  Light 
Guards,  Company  C,  Third   Regiment,  Wis- 
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cousin  iVational  Guanls,  and  served  the  fnll 
term  of  live  years  in  tlie  State  militia;  tlie 
last  year  of  his  service  was  in  the  Governor's 
Guards,  Company  B,  of  the  same  regiment. 

He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Kepnbli- 
can  party,  and  takes  an  active  and  prominent 
interest  in  local  and  national  politics.  lie 
has  for  several  years  served  as  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men's  Repul)lican  Clul)  of  La 
Crosse;  has  twice  represented  his  party  in 
State  Conventions,  and  as  a  speaker  and 
worker  has  rendered  able  and  efficient  service 
in  political  campaigns.  In  1890  he  was  a 
candidate  for  District  Attorney,  hut  sutfered 
defeat  with  his  party. 

Mr.  Bergh  was  uniteil  in  marriage,  in 
1890,  to  Miss  Hannah  C.  Fleischer,  who  was 
born  in  La  Crosse  in  1871.  Her  father, 
Frederick  Fleischer,  now  deceased,  was  a 
journalist  in  La  Crosse,  l)eing  proprietor  and 
editor  of  Fiedrelandet  cfc  Emigranten,  which 
was  at  the  time  the  oldest  newspaper  in  the 
Scandinavian  languages  published  in  the 
United  States.  He  held  various  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility  in  the  community, 
and  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  public 
life.  His  widow,  Josephine  Fleischer,  sur- 
vives him,  and  makes  lier  home  in  La  Crosse. 


fOIIN  E.  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  farmers  of 
Hamilton  township,  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  by  adoption,  his  native  land 
being  Wales,  where  he  was  born  May  18, 
1833.  His  parents,  Edward  ami  Margaret 
(Pritchard)  Williams,  were  natives  of  Wales; 
the  father  emigrated  to  America  in  18-42,  and 
settled  in  Oneida  couni,y.  New  York,  where 
he  established  himself  in  business;  he  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  was  widely 
known  as  a  very  superior  workman;   later  in 


life  lie  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  lie  <lied  May  15, 
1873,  aged  eighty  years;  and  she  passed  away 
Septeml)er  19,  aged  eighty-four  years.  They 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children:  Edward  and 
Richard  both  gave  tlieir  lives  in  the  service 
of  their  country;  William  and  David  both 
live  in  New  Jersey;  Eleanor  married  Mr. 
Vaughn,  who  is  now  deceased;  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  James  Stevens;  Elizabeth,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Jones;  Margaret  mar- 
ried James  Linsey,  deceased;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  C.  Evans;  John  E.,  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice, was  eight  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
emigrated  to  this  country.  At  the  acre  of 
twelve  years  he  went  out  in  the  world,  and 
engaged  his  services  to  farmers  in  tlie  neigh- 
borhood of  his  home. 

It  was  in  1858  that  he  came  to  La  Crosse 
county  and  settled  in  Bangor  township;  there 
he  bought  120  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
improved  and  to  which  he  made  additions 
until  1867,  when  he  sold  it;  he  had  other 
land  ill  Adams  valley.  Burns  township,  which 
he  still  owns;  his  farm  consists  of  278  acres, 
in  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation,  and  well 
adapted  for  either  stock  or  grain;  the  build- 
ings are  neat  and  substantial,  and  well  suited 
to  the  demands  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
While  a  resident  of  Burns  township,  Mr. 
Williams  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers. 
He  removed  to  West  Salem  in  April,  1891, 
and  has  resided  there  since  that  time;  he  owns 
seven  acres  of  land  just  out  of  the  town. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  January  8, 1865, 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Pierce,  a  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Eleanor  Pierce.  Mrs.  Williams  was 
seven  years  of  age  when  her  father  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Racine,  Wisconsin. 
There  they  lived  four  years,  and  then  came  to 
La  Crosse  and  took  up  land  in  1852;  the 
father  died  in  May,  1889,  aged  seventy-seven 
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years;  the  motlier,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  devout 
followers  of  their  faith.  They  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children:  Jane,  deceased  wife  of 
Benton  Simonton;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  E. 
E.  Roberts;  Mrs.  Williams;  Hugh,  deceased; 
Hugh  F.,  who  still  survives;  Margaret,  widow 
of  John  C.  Williams;  Anna,  wife  of  X.  M. 
Buttles, of  Onalaska;  John  M.and  William  K. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Nellie  J.,  wife  of  Otto  Mose, 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  educators  in 
La  Crosse  county;  Edward  Jesse,  a  student 
at  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  Richard  Wallace,  a 
student  at  the  Deaf  Mute  College,  Washing- 
ton, District  Columbia;  Margaretta,  a  teacher 
of  La  Crosse,  of  wide  experience;  Mary,  Anna 
and  Elizabeth,  the  three  younger  children 
being  pupils  in  the  West  Salem  schools.  The 
family  are  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  lie  is  a  man  of  libei-al  and 
progressive  views,  and  has  given  a  cordial 
support  to  those  enterprises  wliiuh  tend  to 
elevate  the  religious  and  educational  stand- 
ards in  the  community. 


fHRISTIAN  LARSON  was  born  in 
Norway,  June  13,  1821,  a  son  of  Louis 
and  Martha  (Knutson)  Larson,  also 
natives  of  Scandinavia.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  l)y  occupation.  lie  gave  five  years 
of  the  prime  of  life  to  the  sei'vice  of  the 
Government,  but  was  never  engaged  in 
active  warfare.  Christian  Larson  determined 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  America,  and  in  1850 
bade  farewell  to  his  home  and  friends  and 
native  land,  and  sailed  away  to  the  New 
World.  Upon  bis  arrival  liei-e  be  lo<'Hte<l  in 
Dane    county,    Wisconsin,   and    engaged    in 


agricultural  pursuits  for  one  year.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  came  to  La  Crosse  county, 
and  for  two  years  he  worked  in  the  pine- 
ries. His  experience  in  agricultural  pursuits 
having  been  quite  satisfactor}-,  be  decided  to 
purchase  some  land  and  give  husbandry  his 
undivided  attention.  In  1853  he  bought  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
added  by  different  purchases  until  he  owns 
370  acres,  one-half  of  which  is  under  culti- 
vation. In  common  with  his  fellow-country- 
men he  is  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in 
this  calling.  The  principal  products  of  his 
place  are  wheat,  corn,  oats,  hay  and  potatoes; 
he  gives  especial  attention  to  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  the  better  grades  of  live-stock. 
Mr.  Larson  was  married  in  1855,  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Johnson,  a  native  of  Norwaj^  who 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1850. 
Her  father  died  before  the  voyage  was  com- 
pleted, aged  si.xty-seven  years;  her  mother 
survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  have  been  born  eleven 
children:  Ludwig,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Johnson,  Carl 
Ben,  who  is  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm; 
Mattie,  Julia,  Mrs.  Ludwig  Johnson,  Ed- 
ward, Clarissa  Amelia,  Oscar,  Johnie  and 
Clara.  The  parents  ai-e  consistent  members 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  In  his 
political  convictions  Mr.  Larson  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party. 


fSCAll  BO  WEN,  of  section  10,  Burns 
township,  was  born  in  Onondaga  coun- 
ty. New  York,  October  2,  1843,  a  son 
of  Le  Roy  Bowen,  whose  biography  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Our  subject  came 
with  his  parentsto  White  Water,  Wisconsin, 
in  1849,  and  thence  to  this  county  in  1853, 
settling  on  section  10,  Burns  township,  in 
the  Burnham  valley.      He  served  in  the  late 
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war  one  year,  in  Company  K,  Third  Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Dardanelles  and  Saline,  Arkansas.  They 
were  on  the  trail  of  the  bushwhackers  mostly. 
After  the  war  Mi'.  Bowen  resumed  farming, 
and  in  1867  went  to  Buffalo  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, Medina  township,  and  farmed  two  years, 
after  which  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  sixty  acres  of  Sperry  Rock- 
well, which  then  consisted  of  but  tifty  acres. 
Mr.  Bowen  was  married  August  19,  1864, 
to  Mai-y  J.  Hanton,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
llanton,  deceased,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county  from  Canada.  Her  mother  still  lives 
on  section  10,  this  township,  on  the  old 
homestead,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowen  have  three  sons:  John  E., 
who  married  Lillie,  daughter  of  William 
Hemstock,  of  Burnham  valley;  Ralph  W., 
who  is  traveling  for  a  wholesale  house  in  La 
Crosse;  and  LeRoy,  at  home.  Mr.  Bowen 
was  town  treasurer  two  years,  a  member  of 
the  Side  Board  two  years,  on  the  School 
Board  many  years,  was  census  enumerator 
for  this  township  in  1890,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  M.  W.  of  A.  and  G.  A.  R. 


f(  )IIN  A.  ROWLES,  M.  D.,  of  the  firm 
of  Powell  &  Rowles,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing professional  men  of  La  Crosse.  He 
was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  August 
1,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary 
(Coe)  Rowles,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 
respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  March, 
1820,  and  the  mother  in  December  of  the 
same  year;  both  are  living,  residents  of 
Knoxville,  Hlinois.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children.  He  received  his 
literary  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
at  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  Illinois,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1878,  with 


the  degree  of  A.  0.  He  then  began  his  pro- 
fessional work,  reading  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  McClelland,  of  Knoxville,  for  one 
year.  At  the  eml  of  that  period  he  entered 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  was 
graduated  in  February,  1883.  He  then  en- 
tered the  Marine  Hospital  service,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States  Government,  beincr 
stationed  at  Chicago,  and  tinally  at  St.  Louis 
although  he  was  in  the  latter  place  only  tem- 
porarily. This  engagement  continued  four 
years,  during  which  time  the  Doctor  had  ex- 
cellent opportunities  for  the  study  and  prac- 
tice of  surgery.  Upon  leaving  the  Govern- 
ment employ  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  for 
one  year  and  a  half  practiced  his  profession 
alone.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  associated 
himself  with  Dr.  D.  F.  Powell,  the  relation- 
ship still  existing.  Dr.  Powell  is  now  located 
at  St.  Paul,  Dr.  Rowles  attending  to  the  La 
Crosse  practice  They  have  a  very  large 
business,  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  entire  community,  and  the  highest  re- 
gard of  their  patrons. 

Dr.  Rowles  was  married  October  9,  1889, 
to  Miss  Mary  I.  McMillan,  who  was  born  in 
La  Crosse  in  January,  1869,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  D.  D.  McMillan,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  La  Crosse.  One  son,  Dun- 
can Alonzo,  has  l)een  born  to  them,  his  birth- 
day being  April  4,  1891.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowles  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church;  the  Doctor  is  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school,  and  Mrs.  Rowles  is  one  of 
the  teachers.  Politically  he  atiiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 


fAMES    M.    GILFILLAN,    one    of    the 
prominent  business  men  of  West  Salem, 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  liurn  in  (Cale- 
donia county,  Vermont,  June  "29,  1841,  and 
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is  a  son  of  William  and  Aurelia  (Redding) 
Gillillan,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  The  father  was  a  fanner 
by  occupation;  in  1848  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1854, 
coming  in  that  year  to  La  Orosse  county,  and 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Burns  township.  In 
18G8  he  went  to  West  Salem  and  there  lived 
a  retired  life  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  1,  1SS4,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of 
forty  years.  They  were  both  devout  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were 
people  of  great  force  of  character.  They 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  one  dying 
in  infancy;   seven  of  the  family  survive. 

James  M.  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  received  his  education  in  the  log  school- 
house  of  "ye  olden  time.''  He  abandoned 
agricultural  pursuits  to  engage  in  grain-buy- 
ing, which  he  followed  for  fifteen  years.  He 
has  also  had  some  interest  in  the  lumber 
industry,  and  at  one  time  was  traveling  for  a 
mercantile  establishment.  He  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  town  three  terms,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  many 
years;  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties  he  has 
given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public,  and 
has  reflected  great  credit  upon  himself. 

Mr.  GilfiUan  was  married,  in  1865,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  Caldwell,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Caldwell,  who  were  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  in  La  Crosse  ci:»nnty;  the  father 
died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years;  his 
wife  died  in  1876,  aged  eighty  years.  They 
had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  eight  of  whuni  are  still 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillillan  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  P.  Coburn,  the  present  member  of 
Congress,  elected  in  1890;  Jesse  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years;  Wayne  and  Lay.     Our  sub- 


ject and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  they  give  a  liberal  support. 
Mr.  Gillillan  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  in  his  political  opinions  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  lie 
is  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right  and  wrong, 
is  a  lover  of  law  and  order,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  community. 


IjRS.  MARY  HARDEN.— There  are 
/jt.M/M  in  every  community  some  persons 
■^4^^  who,  on  account  of  their  industry, 
and  practical  management  of  the  affairs  which 
fall  to  their  lot,  deserve  special  credit;  and 
such  is  Mrs.  Harden.  She  is  the  relict  of 
William  Harden,  late  of  Campbell  township, 
who  was  one  of  the  respected  early  settlers. 
Mr.  Harden  came  to  La  Crosse  county  in  1859, 
and  here  resided  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
red February  6,  1887.  He  was  born  in  Dub- 
lin, Ireland,  in  1826,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Jane  (Murphy)  Harden,  natives  also  of 
the  Evergreen  Isle,  they  having  been  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Wicklovv.  There  they 
passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives. 
William  Harden  grew  to  manhood  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  Dublin.  When 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  located  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 
there  worked  in  a  paper  mill  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  subsequently  came  to  the  city  of 
La  Crosse.  Wisconsin,  worked  for  George 
Farman  three  years,  and  then  worked  by  tlie 
day  and  afterwards  the  month  in  La  Crosse 
valley.  By  this  time  he  had  saved  consider- 
able means,  and  he  invested  this  in  eighty 
acres  of  land,  paying  SI, 800  for  the  same. 
This  has  since  been  increased  to  108  acres  ot 
very  productive  land,  and  here  Mrs.  Harden 
resides  at  the  present  time.  A  nice  two-story 
residence  has  lately  been  erected,  and  the  barn. 
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cribs,  etc.,  are  all  in  good  condition.  Many 
other  iniprovenients  have  been  made.  Mr. 
Harden  was  married  on  February  9,  1868,  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Agnew,  an  intelligent  lady  and 
a  worthy  helpmate  to  her  husband.  She  was 
born  in  Leeds,  Canada,  and  there  grew  to 
womanhood  and  secured  a  fair  education. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Mur- 
phy) Agnew,  both  natives  of  county  Lowth, 
Ireland.  Mr.  Agnew  and  family  left  Ireland 
in  1843.  located  in  Canada,  but  later  came  to 
Chippewa  Falls,  Wisconsin,  where  their  days 
terminated.  Mrs.  Harden  came  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  in  1S65.  By  liei-  marriage  to 
William  Harden  she  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children:  Henry,  John,  Samuel,  Frank, 
Charles,  Jennie,  Lizzie,  and  Saddle.  The 
sons  are  all  bright  and  energetic  and  work 
hard  to  assist  the  mother.  William  Harden 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  his  wife 
and  children  holding  membership  in  the  same. 
He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  a  kind  husband 
and  affectionate  father,  and  was  esteemed  by 
the  entire  community. 


fRNEST  HORNER.— There  is  in  the 
development  of  every  successful  life  a 
principle  which  is  a  lesson  to  every 
man  fulIowi!!g  in  its  footsteps — a  lesson  lead- 
ing to  higher  and  more  honorable  position 
than  the  ordinary.  Let  a  man  be  industri- 
ously ambitious,  and  honorable  in  his  ambi- 
tions, and  he  will  rise  whether  having  tlie 
prestige  of  family  or  the  oliscurity  of  pov- 
erty. AVe  are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a 
study  of  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Ernest  Horner.  He  was  born  in  Bow,  Eng- 
land, November  5,  1851,  a  son  of  Edward  A. 
and  Anne  (Stewart)  Horner,  also  natives  of 
England,  and   in    1859  came  with   his   father 


to  America  and  to  Janesville,  Wisconsin. 
From  there  they  moved  to  La  Crosse  county, 
and  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
l)nsiness  in  La  Crosse  until  the  big  fire  on 
Main  street  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Houston,  Miimesota,  at  which  place 
he  is  engaged  in  the  same  business.  The 
mother  died  in  England. 

Ernest  Horner  attended  boarding  school 
two  years  at  Shoreham,  England,  and  after 
Coming  to  Wisconsin  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Janesville  and  La  Crosse.  When 
but  a  boy  his  active  spirit  and  independent 
character  led  him  to  mark  out  his  own  career 
in  life.  He  began  working  ujion  his  farm  for 
Joseph  Richmond,  where  he  heard  scarcely 
anything  but  French,  and  it  was  very  lone- 
some for  him  during  the  four  months  he  was 
there  employed;  but  he  interested  himself  in 
learning  French,  also,  which  elicited  greater 
friendship  in  his  employer,  who  offered  him 
forty  acres  of  land  and  a  team  if  he  would 
remain  with  him  until  he  was  twenty- one 
years  of  age.  lie  did  not  stay,  however,  and 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
owned  as  much  land  as  Mr.  Richmond  I 
After  working  fur  Mr.  Richmond  eighteen 
months,  at  $6  a  month,  and  saving  SlG,  he 
bonght  six  calves  and  a  colt  and  begap.  work- 
ing for  Robert  Ross  by  the  day;  but  he  soon 
ascertained  that  this  was  not  the  best  metliod, 
and  he  took  a  small  job  from  ^Ir.  Ross  in 
catching  logs  and  rafts  on  the  river.  Al- 
though this  was  rather  a  hard  school  for  one 
so  young,  yet  it  promoted  independent 
thought  and  developed  his  bodily  as  well  as 
mental  strength,  and  he  was  promoteil  from 
time  to  time;  and  in  every  position  he  filled 
performed  his  duties  in  a  manner  high  y  sat- 
isfactory to  those  concei-ned.  For  the  jiast 
fifteen  years  he  has  managed  tlie  rafting 
operations  for  such  prominent  lumbermen  as 
1'.  S.  Davidson.  W.  W.  Crosby,  J.  J.  Ilogaii, 
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A.  S.  Trow  it  Co.,  G.  C.  Hixon  and  the  H. 
Stoddard  Lmnlier  Company  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa.  Ilis  years  of  experience  have  been  of 
good  service  to  him  and  he  is  now  an  active 
and  successful  man  of  business,  and  his  lum- 
ber as  well  as  his  farming  interests  are  con- 
stantly on  the  increase.  Upon  locating  on 
his  [iresent  farm  in  1869  it  was  wild  land, 
but  his  home  place,  which  contains  1,200 
acres,  is  one  of  the  finest  upland  farms  in  the 
county.  His  residence  is  a  good  frame  build- 
ing, built  in  modern  style,  and  is  liandsomely 
and  tastefully  furnished  and  is  surrounded 
by  shade  and  pine  trees.  He  has  three  good 
barns  besides  granaries,  sheds,  etc.,  and  his 
home  is  conveniently  located  one  mile  from 
the  town.  Here  Mr.  Horner  and  liis  family 
are  enjoying  all  the  comforts  that  money  can 
procure,  and  extend  a  refined  hospitality  to 
their  nninerous  friends.  He  was  married 
April  10,  1871,  to  Miss  Delpiiiney  Lee,  a 
native  of  Brandon,  Rutland  county,  Ver- 
mont, and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Har- 
riet (Lessor)  Lee,  natives  of  J^Jew  England 
and  Canada  respectively.  Mrs.  Horner  was 
reared  and  educated  in  New  England  and 
came  with  her  people  to  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1868,  where  lier  father  died 
April  10,  1889,  and  the  mother  April  30, 
1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horner  have  five  chil- 
dren: Harriet  A.,  wife  of  Will  Matthewson, 
of  Brule,  Wisconsin;  Delphiney  II.;  Ernest, 
Jr.;  Evelina,  and  Pateronilla.  Tiiey  lost 
three  children,  a  baby  not  named,  Philip  and 
Godfrey.  Mr.  Horner  is  a  Democrat  and  in 
his  religious  views  is  an  Episcopalian.  His 
wife  is  a  worthy  member  of  St.  James' 
Church,  of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Horner  is  now 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  although  forty  years 
of  age  he  looks  much  younger.  He  possesses 
a  fine  physique  and  is  seldom  ill.  LLe  pos- 
sesses excellent  business  qualifications,  and 
wliat  is   liest  is  perfectly  honorable  in  all  his 


business  transactions.  His  numerous  excel- 
lent qualities  have  endeared  him  to  a  host  of 
friends,  and  he  is  a  most  agreeable  man  with 
whom  to  have  business  relations. 

^TEPHEN  STEENSEX  is  one  of  the 
'■^^  reliable  citizens  of  La  Crosse  county 
'^^  for  whom  the  community  is  indebted 
to  the  Fatherland.  He  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  German  Empire,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Carsen)  Steensen.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  but  the  tnother 
still  survives,  aged  eighty  years;  they  reared 
a  family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living.  Stephen,  a  brother  and  sister  left 
their  native  land  and  came  to  tlie  United 
States;  the  two  latter  made  the  journey  in 
1864  and  1883,  and  were  followed  a  few 
years  later  l>y  our  subject. 

Mr.  Steenson  has  been  a  miller  since  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  having  learned  the 
business  in  the  old  country.  Like  many  of 
his  countrymen  he  has  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  and  has  established  himself  in  a 
profitable  business.  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
determination  and  has  applied  himself  dili- 
gently to  accomplishing  his  purpose.  When 
he  first  came  to  La  Crosse  county  he  oper- 
ated a  water  mill  on  La  Crosse  river,  and  in 
1885  came  to  his  present  location.  One  year 
since  that  time,  however,  has  been  spent  in 
the  Barre  mills.  The  mill  which  he  now 
owns  is  located  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
West  Salem,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Steenson  has  spent  $4,000 
in  repairs  and  in  placing  new  and  improved 
machinery,  and  is  prepared  to  do  a  general 
milling  business.  In  addition  to  his  mill 
property,  he  owns  seven  acres  of  good  land, 
a  pleasant  residence   and   has    the  nece^sary 
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buikliniis  for  the  care  of  a  limited  nniiilier  of 
live-stock. 

He  was  married  in  1806  to  ^[iss  Margaret 
Hanson,  a  daugliter  of  J.  ('.  Hanson,  until  re- 
cently a  resident  of  Germany.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steensen  have  been  born  nine  children: 
James  C.  married  Miss  Alma  Darrow;  Cath- 
erine, who  died  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years; 
Johanna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  Eika;  Christina;  Agnes;  Matilda; 
John  and  Augusta.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Bostwick  valley.  Mr.  Steensen  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  Politically  he  is  independent, 
casting  his  suffrage  for  the  man  whom  he 
considers  best  fitted  for  the  duties  of  the 
office  in  question. 


fOHN  FRAYN,  a  resident  of  Farmington 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1833, 
son  of  Richard  and  Mary  (E.xateble)  Frayn, 
both  natives  of  that  place. 

He  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  lie  came 
to  America  and  located  near  London,  in 
Middlesex  county,  Canada.  There  he  re- 
mained, engaged  in  farm  work,  for  eleven 
years,  and  from  that  place  came  to  Lewis 
valley.  Wisconsin.  In  1864  he  joined  the 
Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Eagle  Regiment, 
and  served  in  a  number  of  important  engage- 
ments. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged,  and  returned  to  this 
county. 

Mr.  Frayn  was  united  in  marriage,  in  La 
Crosse  county,  to  Elizabeth  Hodge,  a  native 
of  England  and  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  (Hodge)  Hodge.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  them  only  three  are  living,  namely: 
Mary,  wife  of    D.    N.    Ijarclay;    James    and 


John.  Mrs.  Frayn  and  two  of  the  children: 
AVilliam  and  Robert,  (lic(l  in  July.  I'^^C.  She 
was  a  nidst  estini.-dile  woman  and  w.'is  highly 
esteemed  liy  all  who  knew  her. 

Politically,  Mr.  Frayn  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  Nelson  Quyglo 
Post,  No.  233,  G.  A.  R. 

James  Feayn,  son  of  the  above  named 
gentleman,  and  an  enterprising  and  success- 
ful farmer  of  Farmington  township,  was  born 
here  June  2,  1864.  He  is  the  oldest  of  the 
three  children  living.  Reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  the  district  schnol,  he  was 
early  taught  honesty,  soliriety  and  industry, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  farming  since  he 
was  old  enough  to  work  at  anything. 

Mr.  Frayn  was  married  June  13,  1888,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Barclay,  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Barclay.  Her  father,  a  Scotchman 
by  birth,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  is  an  extensive  land  owner,  ilr. 
and  Mrs.  Frayn  have  one  child,  Bessie. 

Mr.  Frayn  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of 
land  adjoining  Mindoro  on  the  east.  His 
iarm  is  well  improved  and  consists  of  as  good 
soil  as  can  be  found  in  the  Lewis  valley. 
Here  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying,  keeping  a  number  of  cows.  Like 
his  father,  Mr.  Frayn  is  politically  a  Repub- 
lican. 


^P[ETH  HART,  a  well-known  citizen 
'l^l  of  Farmington  township.  La  Crosse 
^^  county,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Mor- 
gan county,  Ohio  April  9,  1840.  The 
Harts  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Mor- 
gan county,  and  his  father.  Seal  Hart,  Sr., 
wa.j  born  there.  Grandfather  Seth  Hart  was 
a  native  of  Vermont.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Sarah  Rusk,  a  cousin  of  ex- Gov- 
ernor Rusk  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of 
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John  M.  Rusk,  who  was  an  Irishman  bj 
birth.  In  thespringof  1856Mr.  Hart's  parents 
came  West,  down  the  Ohio  and  np  the  Miss- 
issippi to  Victory,  Wisconsin,  and  settled 
near  tlie  town  of  Franklin,  Vernon  countv. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  four  sous 
and  six  daughters.  The  father  passed  his 
whole  life  on  a  farm;  was  politically  a  Whig; 
religiously  a  Presbyterian.  His  death  oc- 
curred September  -i,  1865.  Tlie  mother  is 
still  living  and  is  now  in  Muscatine  county, 
Iowa. 

Seth  Hart  received  his  education  in  Ohio, 
and  was  si.xteen  years  of  age  when  the  family 
located  in  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin.  Sep- 
tember 1, 1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Forty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  service  until 
the  war  closed,  receiving  an  honorable  dis- 
charge June  20,  1805.  During  that  time  he 
contracted  a  chronic  disease  from  which  lie 
has  never  recovered. 

Keturning  to  Vernon  county  after  the  war, 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until  1874. 
Being  in  poor  health,  be  Tnoved  to  Sparta, 
where  he  lived  three  years.  In  1877  he 
came  to  La  Crosse  county,  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  had  been  improved  and 
which  he  purchased  of  Ej)braim  Stevens. 
This  farm  contains  143  acres  of  tine  land,  has 
good  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  is  kept  in 
the  best  of  order.  Mr.  Hart  gives  his  atten- 
tion to  genei'al  farming,  stock-raising  and 
dairying. 

He  was  mnrried  in  Vernon  eniinty,  Wis- 
consin, April  30,  1862,  to  ^[iss  Margaret 
McSharry,  who  was  born  at  Bellevue,  Iowa, 
and  reared  and  educated  in  Galena.  Illinois. 
Her  father,  James  McSharry,  was  a  native  of 
Dublin,  Ireland,  came  to  America  when  a 
boy,  and  grew  up  in  New  York  State,  receiv- 
ing his  education  there.  He  was  married 
at  Galena,  Illinois,  to  Ellen   Tiiornton,  a  na- 


tive of  Missouri  and  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Ellen  Thornton.  Mr.  McSharry  died  at 
Rising  Sun,  Crawford  county,  Wisconsin,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  widow  is 
now  a  resident  of  Grand  Forks,  North  Da- 
kota. She  is  seventy  years  of  age,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  son.  To  her  and  her  hus- 
band were  born  nine  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  have  had  ten  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  Leonard  Loveland,  of  La  Crosse; 
John  M.,  of  Trempealeau  county;  Frances 
E.,  wife  of  Perry  Gaven  of  this  county;  Kate, 
James  F.,  Eugene,  Grace,  George  T.,  and 
Mary  Sophia.  Their  second  child,  Mary 
Belle,  died  while  Mr.  Hart  was  in   the  army. 

Mr.  Hart  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  Nelson  Quygle 
Post,  No.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Mindoro.  He 
and  bis  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Cliureh. 


►^Mt- 


^ENRY  LA  FLEUR,  New  Amsterdam,  is 
^m\  a  hignly  respected  citizen  of  Holland 
'^M  township.  La  Crosse  county,  AVisconsin. 
He  was  born  here  on  the  old  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  April  9,  1859,  son  of  Daniel  La 
Fleur,  a  prominent  and  well  known  early  set- 
tler of  this  township.  His  mother's  name 
was  Isabelle,  and  botli  parents  were  natives 
of  Holland,  Europe.  They  came  here  in 
1853,  among  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 
The  father  died  in  1873,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1889.  They  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  viz.:  M.a'y  Van  Loon,  C-atherine, 
Sophia,  Elizabeth,  Renert  and  Henry. 

Henry  La  Fleur  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  attended  the  district  schools.  He 
is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  township.  He  has  a 
comfortable   two-story  residence,  good  barns. 


m,' 
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modern  windmill  and  other  farm  improve- 
ments,  and  keep<  every  thing  in  first-chiss 
order. 

He  was  married  November  26,  1885,  to 
Mary  Hanna,  a  native  of  this  county  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Miller) 
Hanna,  both  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and 
natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  Her  father 
died  in  1890,  and  her  mother  is  still  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  county.  Mrs.  Maggie 
Koddle  is  a  sister  of  Mrs.  La  Fleur.  Mr. 
La  Fleur  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Daniel  William,  Martha,  Ileni-y 
Ross  and  Isaliell  Gertrude.  Mr.  La  Fleur  is  a 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance. 


fLE  SIMENSON,  of  Farmington  town- 
ship, La  Crosse  county,  is  another  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  successful  men 
of  Wisconsin  who  dates  their  birth  in  Nor- 
way. He  was  born  in  February,  1S48,  the 
oldest  in  the  family  of  eight  chililren  of 
Simon  and  Martha  (Transon)  Simmerson.  His 
parents  were  born,  reared  and  mari-ied  in 
Sweden.  The  family  came  to  this  country 
in  1872.  All  are  married  and  settled  in  life 
except  Ole  and  Otto,  the  oldest  and  youngest, 
who  reside  with  their  parents.  Of  the  others 
we  record  that  Thorn,  Simon,  Mat  and 
Matilda  live  in  Cass  county,  North  Dakota, 
and  that  Emma  is  a  resident  of  La  Crosse. 

Ole  Simenson  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  attended  school  there  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  has  a  fair  education 
in  both  his  own  and  the  English  languages. 
In  1866  he  went  to  Minnesota,  was  employed 
at  farm  woi'k,  and  remained  there  twd  years. 
We  next  find  him  workinsj  in  the  woods  in 
Clark  county,  Wisconsin,  being  etnployed  by 
Ilixon  &Witte  of  La  Crosse.    Youul',  stroma 


and  energetic,  he  was  well  suited  fur  that 
Work  and  was  successful  in  the  woods  and  on 
the  tlrive.  In  1S74  he  came  to  Levris  \'alle3' 
antl  ]iui-chased  a  farm  of  Mr.  Killi:er.  It 
had  previously  been  owned  by  a  Mr.  Palmer. 
Mr.  Simenson  has  since  added  to  his  original 
purchase,  and  is  now  the  uwiu'r  of  360  acres 
of  rich  and  productive  land,  well  improved 
and  kept  in  good  shape.  lie  has  a  frame 
residence  and  one  of  the  liest  barns  in  the 
county.  His  barn  is  36  x  60  feet  and  has  a 
rock  basement.  He  also  has  other  buildings 
for  the  protection  of  his  stock,  has  an  engine- 
house,  modern  wind  pump,  good  fences.  an<l 
all  necessary  conveniences  and  improvements 
for  successfully  carrying  on  agricultural  ])ur- 
suits.  He  keeps  sixteen  cows,  ten  horses, 
and  sheep  and  hogs.  In  company  with  Peter 
GuUickson  he  owns  and  operated  a  threshing 
machine.  Their  sepai-ator  is  of  the  Edwin's 
make,  and  they  have  a  reputation  for  doing 
good  work.  Each  year  their  threshing  Imsi- 
ness  nets  thein  about  .$1,01)0. 

Mr.  Simenson  is  a  self-made  man.  He  is 
well  informed  on  the  current  events  of  the 
day,  and  is  broad  and  progressive  in  his  views. 
He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  frank  and  jovial, 
and  is  regai'ded  as  one  of  the  solid  men  of 
the  township. 


ilCHARD    FAIIEY. 


lumUei'man.- 


-The 


f^N  lumber  trade  is  one  which  tioui-ishes 
^^  wherever  there  is  population  and  growth, 
and  in  La  Crosse  it  forms  an  important  in- 
dustry, not  only  supplying  the  immediate 
wants  of  the  city,  but  also  that  of  the  sur- 
rounding States.  Mr.  Faliey  has  been  so 
prominently  identified  with  the  lumber  inter- 
ests of  this  section,  that  a  history  of  La 
Crosse  county  wouM  be  incomplete  without 
makinir   mention  of  him,  and  the   admii'able 
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use  to  which  lie  has  devoted  his  talents.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  great  civil  war,  and  as 
such  deserves  honorable  mention.  From 
the  Soldier's  Album,  the  following  article  is 
gleaned: 

"  Richard  Fahey  was  born  April  12,  1844, 
at  Fonda,  New  York.  His  parents  are  Pat- 
rick and  Catherine  (Ryan)  Fahey.  His  father 
was  born  in  1798  at  Castle  Claghan,  county 
Kings,  Ireland;  his  mother,  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  was  born  April  2,  1801.  The 
parents  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  '30s,  and 
resided  successively  in  Canada,  Fonda,  and 
Onalaska,  Wisconsin,  locating  in  the  latter 
place  in  the  fall  of  1855.  The  father  died 
August  19,  1881;  the  mother  passed  away 
May  4,  1877. 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fahey  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Mary,  wife  of  S.  W. 
North,  residing  at  Onalaska;  Ann  is  the 
widow  of  Edward  Howard,  who  was  killed  in 
the  pineries  of  Grand  Forks,  Dakota;  James 
married  Mila  Hines,  of  Geneseo,  and  died  at 
the  Soldiers'  Home  in  Milwaukee,  in  August, 
1890;  Richard  comes  ne.xt  in  order  of  birth; 
Edward  married  a  lady  in  San  Francisco, 
where  he  has  lived  for  a  number  of  years; 
and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Ira  S.  Farrand, 
I'esides  at  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county, 
Wisconsin. 

"  Richard  Fahey  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  various  places  in  which  he  re- 
sided with  his  parents,  but  the  coming  clash 
of  arms  caused  him  to  cast  aside  personal 
considerations,  and  in  1861,  at  the  early  age 
of  seventeen  years,  he  joined  the  company 
commanded  by  Captain  Wilson  Col  well.  Com- 
pany B,  and  was  mustered  into  the  Second 
Wisconsin  Infantry  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war.  His  company  was  the  first  to  take 
possession  of  Camp  Randall  at  Madison,  but 
it  was  soon  ordered  to  Washington,  District 
of  Ooluml)ia,  and  next  to  Fort  Corcoran.     In 


the  reconnoissance  of  Blackburn's  Ford,  the 
company  lost  its  first  man,  and  in  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run  its  history  was  coincident  with 
that  of  the  regiment  which  fought  courage- 
ously without  officers  and  preserved  its  or- 
ganization. No  researches  revealed  the  truth 
about  its  field  officers,  and  the  command  re- 
turned to  Fort  Corcoran,  under  numerous 
orders  (when  not  needed).  Captain  (Jolwell 
conducting  his  men  thither  in  the  l)est  of 
order. 

"The  regiment  remained  at  Fort  Tilling- 
hast  until  spring,  then  went  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock and  on  an  expedition  to  the  Orange 
Courthouse  and  Bowling  Green.  They  were 
then  recalled  and  ordered  to  reinforce  Banks 
at  Slaughter  Mountain,  where  they  arrived 
early  in  the  morning  and  found  a  flag  of  truce 
out,  and  assisted  in  burying  the  dead  whom 
the  rebels  had  abandoned.  After  a  night  at 
Warrenton  they  moved  to  Gainesville,  where 
their  Colonel  was  killed,  after  which  they 
went  to  Manassas  Junction,  the  supply  sta- 
i  tion,  where  everything  was  burned.  On  that 
day  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  fought, 
following  which  they  went  to  Arlington 
Heights,  then  crossed  the  Potomac  river  to 
Frederick  City  and  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  In 
tlie  former  engagement,  September  14,  1862, 
Captain  Colwell  was  killed,  and  on  the  17th 
Mr.  Fahey  received  a  wound  from  a  rifie 
ball,  whicii  passed  through  botli  his  shoulders, 
and  necessitated  his  removal  to  the  hospital. 
The  surgeon  declared  his  case  to  be  liopeless, 
and  the  next  day  he  w^as  removed  to  Cad^'s- 
ville,  and  later  to  the  Frederick  City  Hospital, 
whei-e,  notwithstanding  the  grim  forebodings 
of  the  man  of  science,  he  fully  recovered 
from  his  wound.  In  the  fall  he  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  A(|uia  creek,  but  after  a  time 
was  found  to  be  unfitted  for  active  service, 
such  as  his  reij;iment  was  engaged  in,  and   he 
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was  sent  on  detached  duty  to  Windmill 
Point,  and  afterwards  on  the  hospital  supply 
steamer  John  Tucker,  plying  between  jtoints 
on  the  Potomac  river.  Three  months  later 
he  was  sent  to  the  convalescent  camp  at  Ar- 
lington Heights,  and  about  a  inontii  later 
was  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
September  12,  1803,  doing  duty  at  ilount 
Pleasant  Hospital.  June  11,  1864,  he  re- 
ceived his  final  discharge  and  returned  to  his 
home. 

"  Had  he  not  been  a  man  of  indomitable 
will,  he  would  have  succumlied  to  the  hardships 
he  was  compelled  to  undergo  much  sooner 
than  he  did;  but  as  long  as  his  physical 
powers  sustained  him  he  bravely  remained  at 
the  post  of  duty.  No  braver  soldier  ever  trod 
the  crimson  turf  of  a  battle  field,  ami  he  was 
always  conspicuous  for  his  strict  adiierence 
to  duty." 

He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  lumlier 
trade,  and  is  the  confidential  agent  of  S.  & 
J.  C.  Atlee,  lumber  dealers  of  Fort  Madison, 
Iowa,  and  has  charge  of  their  logging  inter- 
ests in  tlie  Wisconsin  pineries.  In  partner- 
ship with  N.  B.  Holway  he  is  also  engaged  in 
rafting,  which  business  he  follows  during  tiie 
summer  seasons,  and  rafts  about  30,000,000 
feet  of  logs. 

He  was  married  July  -i,  186(3,  at  Sparta, 
Wisconsin,  to  Elizd)3th,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Sarah  Bennetto.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fahey  have  two  children:  Frank  E.,  born 
March  21,  1870,  and  Winnifred,  born  June 
1,  1877.  Mr.  Fahey  has  attained  to  the  Gom- 
mandery  in  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  politi- 
cally is  a  Democrat,  and  on  that  ticket  was  a 
candidate  for  Sheriff  in  1879,  having  served 
as  Deputy  under  H.  S.  Phillips  in  1877. 
Though  Mr.  Fahey's  path  in  life  has  been 
strewQ  with  many  difficulties,  he  has  pressed 
onward,  undaunted  by  trials,  and  his  efforts 
have  been  abundantly  rewarded.      lie  holds  a 


high  place  in  the  business  and  social  circles 
of  La  Crosse,  and  is  considered  a  substantial 
and  useful  citizen.  His  wife  is  a  most  lov- 
able woman;  easy  and  graceful  in  manners,  a 
fiuent  and  entertaining  conversationalist  and 
decidedly  prepossessing  in  personal  appear- 
ance. 


JP^ON.  JOHN  BRADLEY,  a  retired 
lUfl  *'^i'"^6r  ^nd  ex-Representative,  has  been  a 
'"Si  resident  of  this  State  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Connecti- 
cut, April  29,  1817,  a  son  of  Horace  Bradley, 
deceased,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  His 
father.  Captain  Aaron  Bradley,  was  a  Captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  the  American 
side,  and  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  son  of  Leman  Bradley,  a  native  of 
England,  who  came  to  this  country  with  the 
early  colonists. 

John  Bradley,  our  subject,  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county.  He 
removed  to  Clienango  county.  New  York,  in 
1839,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  in  tiie 
lumber  woods  until  1844,  and  in  that  year 
removed  to  Dodge  county,  AVisconsin,  being 
one  of  the  two  lirst  settlers  of  Trenton  town- 
ship, the  other  being  Edward  Boomer,  with 
whom  our  subject  became  acquainted  on  the 
road.  They  settled  down  together,  and  for 
two  years  kept  bacli  and  farmed  on  the  prai- 
rie. Dodge  county  was  organized  the  year 
before  Mr.  Bradley  came  here,  and  the  Meno- 
monie  Indians  were  still  numerous  but  peace- 
able. He  came  to  this  county  in  1855,  settling 
in  Burns  township,  where  he  purchased  320 
acres  in  burr-oak  openings,  and  still  owns 
240  acres  of  valuable  land  in  that  township. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Legislatiire  in  1874-'75, 
and  also  in   1879-'80-'81,  serving  five  terms 


BIOGRAPHICAL    HISTORY. 


in  all.  He  cast  the  first  vote  for  Angns 
Cameron  for  United  States  Senator,  and  has 
always  been  a  Repuhlicaii  in  liis  political 
views. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  married,  in  October,  1847, 
in  Dodge  county,  to  Elizabeth  Stevens,  a  na- 
tive of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  four  of  whom 
survive,  viz.:  AV  alter,  Frank,  Cora  and 
William.  One  daughter,  Amelia,  was  mar- 
ried to  Timotiiy  Caughlin,  and  died  leaving 
one  child,  Amelia,  whom  her  father  is  mjw 
raising.  The  eldest  son,  John,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  six  years.  He  was  married  to 
Clara  Hnrlbut,  and  left  three  children:  John, 
Horace  and  Nellie.  AValter  married  Hannah 
Beck,  resides  at  Watertown,  and  has  live  chil- 
dren: Frank,  Hannah,  Amelia,  Blanche  and 
Russell.  Cora  married  Julius  Wood,  and  had 
two  children:  Luverne  and  John.  Mr.  Wood 
died,  and  she  afterward  married  Daniel  Carter, 
ot  Traverse  City,  Michigan.  Frank,  who  mar- 
ried Belle  Clark,  lives  on  the  i:)ld  homestead, 
and  has  two  children:  C'lyde  and  Clark; 
AVilliam  married  Rebecca  Shane,  and  resides 
in  West  Salem,  this  county.  Mr.  iiradlev  is 
a  member  of  no  church,  but  his  ci-eed  is  the 
golden  rule  and  to  provide  for  the  widows 
and  orphans.  He  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
Lyman  Beeciier  when  aii  infant,  and  was 
reared  in  the  Pi-esl)yterian  faith. 

§ANIEL  K.  GORDON  was  born  in 
Penobscot  county,  Maine,  October  7, 
^?  1839.  His  father,  Eliphalet  Gordon, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  sou  of 
Eliphalet  Goi-don,  Sr.,  who  was  a  descendant 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  came  West,  and  was 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Oshkosh,  Wis- 
consin. Subsequently  returning  to  Maine, 
he  died  there  in   July,   1854      He  was    by 


occupation  a  lumberman;  politically,  a  Demo- 
crat; in  religion,  a  believer  in  universal  salva- 
tion. Tiie  mother  of  Daniel  K.  was  nee 
Folly  Kelly,  and  she,  too,  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire.  Her  father,  Dudley  Kelly, 
was  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Gordon  is  now  a 
resident  of  Holland  township,  this  county, 
and  has  reached  her  eiglity-sixth  year.  Thev 
had  a  family  of  four  children.  Dudley  died 
in  this  county  in  1877.  Duritig  the  war  he 
served  in  a  Minnesota  regiment.  Sarah  is 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Hoyt,  and  lives  in  Trem- 
pealeau county,  Wisconsin. 

Daniel  K.  Gordon  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
his  native  county  and  received  his  education 
at  Orono,  above  Bangor.  He  was  a  youth  of 
thirteen  years  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin. 
Here  he  worked  on  a  farm,  and  one  winter 
he  spent  in  attending  school  in  Illinois.  In 
the  fall  of  18(33  he  returned  East  and  enlisted 
in  the  Ninth  Maine  Infantry  Yolunteers, 
Company  I,  and  served  about  two  years.  He 
was  iirst  stationed  on  Morris  Kland,  nesir 
Charlesttm.  South  Carolina;  was  in  the  army 
of  the  James,  under  General  Ben  Butler; 
was  with  his  regiment  in  front  of  Petersburg 
for  a  time  in  1864;  in  1864-'l35  wintered  at 
Chapin's  farm,  in  Virginia;  was  at  the  capture 
of  Fort  Fisher;  marched  to  North  Carolina 
with  General  Scofield  and  joined  General 
Sherman's  victorious  troops  at  Raleigh,  where 
was  held  a  grand  review.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Augusta,  Maine,  after  which 
he  returned  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Gcrdon  owns  a  good  farm  of  ninety 
acres.  His  house  was  built  in  ISSy.  and  is 
located  on  a  natural  building  site.  In  the  fall 
of  18G0  Mr.  Gordon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Irvin,  who  was  born  in  Nova 
Seocia,  and  who  was  eleven  years  of  age  when 
she  caine  to  Wisconsin.     Here  she  was  reared 
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atid  educated.  Her  parents  were  Scotch-Irish 
and  were  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland.  They  had 
a  family  of  ten  children,  of  wliom  three  sons 
and  four  daugiiters  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gordon  have  had  live  children,  viz.:  Dudley 
J.  is  married  and  lives  in  New  Amsterdam, 
Wisconsin;  Anna,  wife  of  Ed  Ilonry,  died  in 
tiie  fall  of  1890,  leaving  two  children:  Polly 
and  Winfred;  Maggie,  wife  of  Martin  Han- 
son, of  Holland  township,  tliis  county,  has 
three  children:  Henry,  Ruth  and  Dudley; 
William  F.,  of  Dakota,  and  John  Eliphalet. 

]\Ir.  Gordon  is  a  good  converser  and  a 
genial  and  jovial  fireside  companion.  During 
twenty  winters  he  was  engaged  in  working 
in  the  woods  and  driving  team.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  served  as  Assessor 
for  three  years,  and  has  also  been  Clerk.  Well 
informed  on  general  topics,  broad  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  views,  he  is  a  man  whose 
opinion  is  sought  for  and  valued,  and  a  man 
whose  good  influence  is  ever  felt  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  resides. 


tlCHAUD  HOSSFELD.— The  life  and 
character  of  this  public-spirited  citizen 
of  La  Crosse  county  will  bear  a  much 
more  detailed  history  and  analysis  than  are 
presented  on  this  page.  Though  just  in  the 
meridian  of  life  he  has  wielded  a  wide  influ- 
ence for  good  in  tnany  respects,  and  in 
addition  to  being  upright  in  every  worthy 
particular  he  commenced  life  witii  but  little 
means  and  is  cow  in  affluent  circumstances. 
He  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  February 
29,  ISl-I,  a  son  of  Adelbert  and  Thressia 
(Deusseng)  Hossfeld,  both  natives  of  Saxony, 
and  with  them  came  to  America,  in  1851. 
The  father  died  at  Stockton,  Minnesota,  wlien 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  but  his  widow 
survives  him,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 


Pichard  Hossfeld  obtained  a  fair  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  and  after 
coining  to  this  country  with  his  parents  was 
a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  1851  they 
removed  to  Witiona  county,  Minnesota. 
Richard  learned  the  butcher's  trade  in  La 
Crosse,  which  occupation  receiveil  his  atten- 
tion for  many  years.  He  went  to  Chic.igo 
during  the  war  and  worked  in  a  packing- 
house there;  next  was  in  business  for  himself 
a  short  time,  and  then  returnetl  to  l^a  Crosse, 
continuing  in  the  same  business.  In  187-1 
he  settled  ou  his  present  farm,  on  whicli  he 
has  since  lived  and  greatly  improved.  It 
comprises  181  acres  of  arable  land,  two  and 
one  half  miles  from  Ilolmen,  on  which  is  a 
good  residence  on  a  natural  building  site. 
The  barns,  sheds,  granaries,  fences,  etc.,  are 
all  of  the  best  and  the  land  is  well  laid  off. 
and  in  good  condition.  He  keeps  eighteen 
cows,  a  number  of  good  horses  and  a  large 
drove  of  hogs. 

May  29,  1870,  he  was  married  to  ]\[iss 
Thankful  Ann  Nutting,  a  woman  of  much 
intelligence,  judgment  and  executive  ability. 
She  was  born  in  Skowhegan,  Maine,  and  was 
five  years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to 
La  Crosse  county,  AV^isconsin.  Her  father, 
Al)el  Nutting,  kept  a  popular  tavern  here  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  November,  1875. 
His  wife  was  Clarinda  Plackwell,  who  died 
in  May,  1880.  She  bore  him  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sarah,  wife  of 
George  Willie,  of  Onalaska;  Abner,  of  Win- 
neshiek county,  Iowa;  Melissa,  wife  of  Frank 
McClellan,  and  Mrs.  Hossfeld.  The  latter 
has  borne  her  husband  the  following  children: 
Ida,  wife  of  James  Doherty,  of  this  county; 
Melissa,  Gustavus  and  Frank. 

Mr.  Hossfeld  is  a  Democrat,  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board,  belongs  to  tiie 
I.  ().  ().  F.,  the  K.  of  11.  and  Hermann's 
Sons,  and    is  wide-awake   to  all   the  current 
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issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a  guod  business 
man,  a  popular  citizen  and  is  frank  and  gen- 
ial in  disposition. 


.-.«£^ 


f  HUM  AS  J.  J3AKNEY,  Under-Sheriff 
of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  a 
native  of  this  city.  State  and  county, 
was  born  March  26,  1858,  a  son  of  Robert 
and  Bridget  (Buckley)  Barney,  natives  of  Ire- 
land. The  father  was  born  in  county  Kil- 
kenny, and  the  motlier  came  from  county 
Tipperary,  parish  of  Lattan.  Robert  Barney 
emigrated  to  America  at  the  age  of  tweiity- 
two  years,  and  remained  for  a  while  in  the 
East,  spending  the  greater  portion  of  his  time 
in  New  York  city.  About  the  year  1853  he 
came  to  the  West,  spending  two  years  in  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  the  plaster- 
ers trade.  In  1855  he  came  to  La  Crosse, 
and  here  passed  the  i-emainder  of  his  days. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Thomas  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  sketch;  Mary  Ann,  Cath- 
erine, and  the  Rev.  John  A.,  the  present 
parish  priest  of  Hudson,  Wisconsin. 

Thomas  J.  grew  to  manhood  in  La  Crosse 
county,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the 
parochial  and  public  schools.  In  early  life  lie 
decided  to  adopt  his  father's  calling,  and 
added  thereto  a  knowledge  of  brick-laying. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  construction 
of  some  of  the  finest  buildings  in  La  Crosse, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Odd 
Fellows'  block  for  which  he  furnished  the  or- 
namental plaster  work  and  moulding,  the 
new  La  Crosse  theater,  the  United  States 
(jovernment  building  and  postofKce,  St. 
James  church,  and  the  Wheeler  &  Seeder 
factory. 

Mr.  Barney  was  united  in  marriage,  at 
Portage,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Catharine  Riley, 


a  native  of  that  place  and  the  daughter  of 
Timothy  Riley  and  Catherine  (Gerrity)  Riley, 
natives  of  Ireland.  Of  this  union  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  were  born:  John,  William, 
Mary  and  Thomas. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Barney  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  America,  to  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  Wisconsin,  to  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians,  to  tlie  Jefferson  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and  to  the 
Germania  Society,  in  all  but  the  last  named 
association  he  has  held  honorable  official  po- 
sitions. He  is  a  member  of  the  La  Crosse 
Business  Men's  Association,  of  the  Builders' 
Exchange,  and  of  the  Bricklayers'  Union. 


ILLIAM  KRUEGERisaGerinan  by 
birth  and  has  inculcated  in  him  the 
sterling  principles  of  the  better  class 
of  citizens  of  his  native  land.  He  was  born 
ill  Brandenburg,  Prussia,  March  13,  1827, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  was  placed  in 
school,  where  he  acquired  a  good  practical 
education.  His  parents,  Martin  and  Anna 
(Graraes)  Krueger.  were  born  in  the  same 
province  and  were  well-to-do  in  worldly 
goods. 

After  he  had  attained  his  fifteenth  year 
William  Krueger  began  working  on  a  farm, 
during  which  time  he  learned  the  business  of 
cheese-making,  and  this  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  about  eight  years.  In  1S52  he 
sailed  from  Bremen  to  Xew  York  city,  and 
landed  at  Castle  Garden  after  an  eight  weeks' 
voyage  on  the  vessel  Lewes.  He  landed  on 
the  28th  of  April  and  went  successively  to 
Albany,  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  Milwaukee,  re- 
maining in  the  last  mentioned  city  for  some 
time.  In  the  fall  he  went  to  the  Mississippi 
river  via  Peoria,  and  was  afterwards  at  Cairo, 
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St.  Louis,  Memphis  and  New  Orleans,  and 
remained  in  tiie  South  two  and  a  half  years, 
the  most  of  this  time  working  as  a  gardener. 
He  afterwards  obtained  a  position  in  a  Jesuit 
College  at  Springhill,  near  Mobile,  Alabama, 
having  charge  of  the  clothing  department. 
He  was  treated  with  great  kindness  while 
there  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  change  liis 
religious  views.  He  returned  North  to  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  then  went  by  railroad  to 
Chicago,  and  soon  after  settled  in  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin.  About  this  time  he  re- 
ceived $2,000  from  home,  with  which  he 
purchased  500  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
township,  where  he  lived  until  1870,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  the  property  on  which 
he  is  now  residing.  He  has  240  acres  of 
fine  farming  land  on  wliich  is  a  good  two- 
story  residence,  large  and  substantial  barns  of 
all  kinds,  and  everything  about  his  place  is 
kept  in  good  condition.  He  also  owns  prop- 
erty ill  Onalaska,  and  a  good  dwelling-house 
and  eight  lots  in  North  La  Crosse,  and  a 
three-story  brick  block  on  Jay  street.  La 
Crosse. 

He  was  married  March  13,  18G3,  to  Miss 
Margaretta  Schaller,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  when  a  babe  of  si.\  months 
was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents, 
Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  (Farber)  Schaller. 
The  mother  died  October  25,  18S8,  but  the 
father  survives  her  and  is  a  resident  of  Catnp- 
bell  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krueger  have 
three  children:  Emma  Amelia,  wife  of  Jew- 
ett  Wylie;  Willie  Harmon,  a  merchant  of 
Onalaska,  and  Frank,  at  home. 

Mr.  Krueger  is  independent  in  politics, 
and  was  treasurer  of  Washington  townsliip  in 
l863-'64:,  and  the  following  year  was  chair- 
man of  the  Town  Board.  He  has  been  liberal 
in  the  use  of  his  means  for  the  education  of 
his  children,  aTid  Willie  IL  received  excellent 
advantages  in  the  schools  of  La  Crosse.      Mr. 


Krueger  is  possessed  of  genuine  merit,  and 
owing  to  the  attention  he  has  always  paid  to 
each  minor  deta:'l  of  his  work  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods, 
and  commands  the  respect  of  all  wlio  know 
him. 


fOUN  C.  IIODDLE  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  township 
in  which  he  resides,  and  as  he  has  re- 
sided in  this  section  of  country  ever  since 
1857,  the  people  have  had  every  ojiportunity 
to  judge  of  his  character,  and  although  he'has 
often  been  weighed  in  the  balance  he  has  not 
been  found  wanting.  He  was  born  in  Illi- 
nois May  28,  1851,  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Sarah  (Jerred)  Roddle,  both  natives  of  Lon- 
don, England.  The  former  came  to  America 
to  seek  his  fortune  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  settled  in  Cayuga  county.  New 
York,  where  he  was  married.  His  wife  proved 
a  true  helpmate  to  him  throughout  their 
journey  through  life  and  still  survives  him, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  She  is  yet  strong 
and  active,  and  is  keeping  house  for  her  son 
William. 

John  C.  Roddle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents  and  set- 
tled at  Midway,  near  where  the  father  en- 
tered a  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1880.  His  worthy  wife  bore  him 
four  children:  William  C. ;  Stephen,  who  died 
leaving  a  widow  and  one  son,  Charles;  John 
C.  and  Eliza  Jane  (Cronk).  John  C.  assisted 
his  father  on  the  home  place,  and  after  re- 
ceiving a  practical  education  in  the  public 
schools  he  entered  Galesville  University, 
where  he  obtained  a  practical  Inisiness  edu- 
cation which  has  fitted  him  for  the  active  life 
he  has  led.  lie  remained  with  his  fatlier, 
managing  the  farm   until    the   latter's  death. 
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theti  began  an  independent  career  and  now 
has  one  of  the  tinest  farms  in  this  section  of 
the  county,  con)prising  160  acres.  On  this 
is  a  handsome  residence,  his  barns  are  also 
substantial  buildiD<j;s,  and  through  his  indus- 
try are  kept  in  good  repair.  Bis  division 
fences  are  always  of  the  best  and  he  is  con- 
sidered a  ('esiralile  and  accommodating 
neighbor. 

December  28,  1882,  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  Hanna,  daughter  of  William  Ilanna, 
who  was  one  of  the  honored  old  settlers  of 
this  country,  a  native  of  county  Antrim, 
Ireland,  and  a  I'resbyteriun  in  his  religious 
views.  Mr.  Hanna  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 
\-ania  to  Martha  Miller,  a  native  of  the  same 
country  as  himself,  but  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  America  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father  was  Alexander  Miller.  William 
Hanna  and  his  wife  came  to  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1855,  and  lie.e  the  father  re- 
sided until  his  death,  ^September  28,  1890,  a 
Kepnblican  in  his  political  views.  He  and 
his  wife  had  two  children:  Margaret  (Mrs. 
Itoddle),  and  Mrs.  Henry  LaFleur.  Mrs. 
Hanna  lives  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Roddle. 
The  latter  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  La 
Crosse,  and  is  a  well-informed  and  intelligent 
lady.  Mr.  Roddle  ranks  among  the  leading 
men  of  his  section,  and,  being  of  a  frank,  cor- 
dial and  generous  disposition,  his  friends  are 
numerous  and  his  enemies  few. 

-^-^^^^^^^^^ 

fUDGE  CHARLES  S.  HENTON,  de- 
ceased, was  born  July  12,  1810,  in  Frye- 
burg,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  a  son  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Benton  and  Catharine  liritton. 
In  1824  he  was  moved  by  his  mother  and  his 
brother  Nathaniel  to  Little  Falls,  Herkimer 
county,   N.w  York,  whei'C  he  commenced  to 


learn  the  tanners'  trade.  Tn  1830  he  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law;  in  1885  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  Court  tif  Common 
Pleas,  and  in  183G  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
that  State.  During  this  time  he  edited  the 
Mohawk  Courier  and  Little  Falls  Gazette 
for  two  years  commencing  in  183-2;  and  he 
was  editor  and  correspondent  for  the  Courier 
until  he  came  West.  In  1837  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Governor  Marcy,  Surrogate  for 
Herkiuier  county.  In  1812  he  was  elected 
to  Congress  from  the  Seventeenth  Congres- 
sional district  of  New  York,  and  re-elected 
in  1814.  In  1847  he  was  Clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  that  State,  which  office  he  held 
two  terms.  In  1855  he  mo\ed  to  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  bought  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  the  News,  which  newspaper  he 
edited  for  one  year.  In  1856  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Pierce,  Registrar  of 
land  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  held  that 
office  until  the  administration  of  President 
Lincoln.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Galesburg, 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  La  Crosse.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
County  Judge  of  La  Crosse  county,  for  four 
years,  and  re-elected  in  1877.  and  continued 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  1S81,  when  he 
resigned  on  account  of  failure  of  health, 
which  resulted  in  death,  May  4,  1883. 

He  was  married  in  1840,  to  Miss  Emiline 
Fuller,  of  Little  I'alls,  New  York,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  Linn  Boyd  Benton,  who  lives 
in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  type 
founder.  He  was  married  again  in  1853,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Babcock  Reynolds,  of  Os- 
wego, New  Y^ork,  by  whom  he  had  also  a  son, 
Charles  R.  Benton,  who  lives  in  La  Crosse, 
and  is  an  accountant. 

Mrs.  Benton,  daughter  of  S.  Ilubbell  Rey- 
nolds and  Elizabeth  G.  Babcock,  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  as  were  her  parents,  who  were 
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of  prosperous  families  in  that  State.  She 
has  lived  in  La  Crosse  continuously  since 
1856,  except  four  years  during  which  she 
lived  in  Illinois,  whither  lier  husband  and 
father  had  gone  to  engage  in  farniinir. 

Mr.  Benton  was  a  life-long  Democrat  and 
always  an  aggressive  partisan.  However,  his 
knowledge  of  the  proper  limits  of  party 
strife  was  such  tliat,  for  his  personal  ends,  he 
had  a  strong  support  among  his  political 
opponents.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Benton  were 
active  in  organizing  the  society  in  La  Crosse. 

PRS.  MARGARET  Mc  K  E  X  Z  1  E, 
Y   widow  of  John  McKenzie,  late  of  La 

Jijiw^  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  a  lady 
whose  intelligence  and  refinement  lit  her  for 
any  social  position.  Her  husband,  who  was 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  county,  and  one 
of  its  most  prominent  citizens,  was  born  at 
Alderness,  Scotland,  on  March  18,  1835,  and 
the  son  of  Ale.xander  and  Mary  (McKenzie) 
McKenzie,  natives  also  of  Scotland,  where 
they  passed  their  entire  lives. 

John  McKenzie  was  reared  a  farmer  and 
drover,  and  was  married  at  Alderness,  near 
Inverness,  on  April  23,  1853,  to  Miss  Marga- 
ret Ross,  a  native  of  the  parish  of  Tain,  Scot- 
land, born  April,  1828,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Jenette  (Murray)  Ross,  l)oth  natives 
of  Scotland.  Soon  after  marriage  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie and  wife  took  passage  on  the  ship 
Spring  Hill,  commanded  by  Captain  Ed 
Ellicott,  and  after  six  weeks'  sea  voyage 
landed  at  Quebec.  From  there  they  went 
to  Montreal,  where  Mr.  McKenzie  worked  for 
a  Mr.  McGilbra  for  one  season.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  rented  a  small  farm,  but  the  house 
in  which  he  lived  burned  down  and  most  of 
his  household  goods  were  destroyed.    In  1855 


he  moved  to  St.  Lawrence  county,  western 
part,  and  there  remained  until  1801,  when  he 
moved  his  family  to  I, a  (Jrosse  county,  Wis- 
consin. He  resided  in  La  Crosse  one  winter 
and  then  bought  land  of  Almon  Clark,  which 
he  began  improving  and  cultivating.  The 
tarm,  situated  live  miles  from  La  Crosse  and 
consisting  of  150  acres,  is  one  of  the  most 
productive  in  the  section  and  the  line  build- 
ings on  the  same  add  much  to  its  appearance. 
Mr.  McKenzie  was  a  veiy  successful  stock- 
raiser,  and  his  many  horses,  cattle  and  sheep 
were  of  a  superior  breed.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKenzie  were  born  six  chililren,  four  now 
living:  Alexander,  of  Fullman.  AVashington, 
proprietor  of  Rolling  ]\Iill  and  Electric  Light 
Plant;  John,  of  (_)nahiska  township;  Lillie 
Grace,  wife  of  11.  M.  Phillips,  of  South  La 
Crosse;  and  Isabella  D.,  wife  of  U.  W. 
Baird,  who  is  in  company  with  Alexander  at 
Pullman,  Washington.  The  children  deceased 
were:Margaret  Jane,  wife  of  A.  E.  Allen 
was  born  May  30,  1858,  and  died  February 
28,  1882,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and 
Jessie  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Mr. 
McKenzie  was  a  good  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  term  and  his  honesty  and  uprightness 
were  well  known  in  the  county.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  judgment,  possessed  of  excel- 
lent business  acumen,  and  was  broad  and 
liberal  in  his  views.  He  was  a  kind  father 
and  a  p<.ipular  citizen.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred  in  1888,  was  the  occasion  of  uni- 
versal sorrow,  for  all  felt  the  loss  that  would 
be  sustained  by  the  departure  of  such  a  man. 
Mrs.  McKenzie  has  eight  grandchildren: 
Magaret  Jane  left  three  children.  Flora  B., 
Levi  J.  and  Albert  Lawrence;  Isabella  has 
two,  Loyd  A.  and  a  daughter,  Lillie;  Lillie 
has  a  son,  Milton  Donald,  and  John  has  two 
sons,  John  Archibald  and  Ral[ih  Eugene. 

Alexander  McKenzie   is   an   expert  hunter 
as  well   as  a   business  man.      On  his  j(juriiey 
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West  he  killed  a  buffalo,  bear,  wild  hog, 
mountain  lion,  panthers  and  any  amount  of 
foxes,  coons  and  wild  cats.  John  is  now 
living  in  Green's  Cooley,  is  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  a  good  provider  and  a  kind  husband. 
On  the  5tli  of  November,  1891,  he  and  his 
neighbor,  Mr.  Glover,  killed  a  black  bear  in 
Campbell,  a  little  way  from  his  home. 


f  HESTER  DARLING,  deceased,  recently 
of  section  5,  Bangor  township,  was 
born  in  Caledonia,  Vermont,  January 
29,  1S21.  His  father,  Jonathan  Darling, 
also  a  native  of  Vermont,  came  to  Bangor  in 
1852,  where  he  died  in  1860.  Our  subject 
emigrated  to  Licking  county,  Oliio,  in  1840, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  six 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Dane  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1853  to  Hamilton  township, 
this  county.  After  the  death  of  his  lirst  wife, 
Sallie  Emery,  he  married  Hester  Cooley,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children,  five  now  living. 
His  second  wife,  Hester,  died  December  25, 
1873,  and  July  13,  1874,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, to  Phoebe  C.  Darling,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  his  death,  March  29,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years  and  two  months. 
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l^ENRY  A.  KEN  RICK.— This  gentle- 
f^\  man  has  been  identified  with  Farming- 
"^M  ton  township.  La  Crosse  county,  Wis- 
consin, since  1S52,  and  is  classed  among  the 
best  citizens  of  the  county.  The  following  facts 
in  reference  to  his  life  and  descriptive  of  his 
home  will  be  found  of  interest. 

Henry  A.  Kenriek  was  Ixjrn  in  Essex 
county.  New  York,  near  Lake  Chaniplain 
September  15,  1841,  son  of  Jnhn  and  Clara 
(Coman)  Keni'ick.     Of  fJolin  Kenriek,  one  of 


the  prominent  early  settlers  of  Mindoro,  hon- 
orable mention  will  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  When  Mr.  Kenriek 
was  about  four  years  old  his  mother  died, 
leaving  a  son  and  daughter.  The  latter, 
Eunice  Antoinette,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  L. 
Pettingill,  of  La  Crosse.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Allen  Coman,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county. 

Henry  A.  came  to  Wisconsin  with  the 
Coman  family.  They  first  settled  in  Wal- 
worth county,  and  in  1852  came  to  La  Crosse 
county.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  When  a 
young  man  he  spent  two  winters  at  work  in 
the  woods.  In  1883  he  located  on  his  present 
farm,  which  was  known  as  the  Hugh  Kenedy 
farm.  It  comprises  320  acres  of  line  land,  is 
well  improved,  and  with  its  numerous  build- 
ings all  painted  and  kept  in  the  best  of  order; 
it  presents  the  appearance  of  a  neat  little  vil- 
lage. The  two-story  residence  is  beautifully 
located  and  surrounded  by  forest  trees  whose 
friendly  branches  afford  a  delightful  shade  in 
summer.  The  barn  is  32  x  46  feet;  granary 
and  carriage  house,  20  x  42  feet;  ice  and 
milk  house,  14  x  24  feet;  honey  house,  12  x 
18  feet;  poultry  house,  12  x  16  feet.  Water 
is  supplied  by  a  modern  wind  pump.  The 
farm  is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size 
for  cultivation  and  for  stock  purposes,  and 
the  whole  is  well  fenced.  Mr.  Kenriek  de- 
votes his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  has  an  apiary  and  keeps 
from  sixty-five  to  100  stands  of  bees.  In 
this  industry  liis  wife  is  especially  interested, 
and  is  probably  as  well  posted  on  bee  culture 
as  any  woman  in  Wisconsin,  having  made  a 
study  of  the  subject  for  number  of  years  and 
having  had  an  extensive  practical  experience. 
One  season  they  sold  §720  worth  of  honey, 
besides  Itees  to  the  amount  of  $45. 

Mr.   Kenriek    was   married    February    28, 
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1867,  in  Lewis  valley,  this  county,  to  Her- 
retta  Mathewson,  who  was  born  in  Chenango 
county,  New  York,  daughter  of  Loreii 
Mathewson,,  a  well-known  old  settler  of 
Lewis  valley  and  now  a  resident  of  Onalaska. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely:  Clara  Jane,  wife  of  Fred  Filliier,  of 
Farmington  township;  and  May  Antoinette, 
at  home.  Mrs.  Kenrick  is  a  woman  of  rare 
accomplishments,  and  is  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  true  helpmate  to  her  husband.  She 
is  equally  at  home  in  the  apiary,  the  kitchen 
or  tlie  parlor,  entertainino;  guests  in  her  cor- 
dial and  graceful  way  and  presiding  at  her 
hospitable  board  in  a  charming  manner  that 
her  visitors  do  not  soon  forget. 


fMADSON,  merchant  tailor  at  Mo.  1210 
Caledonia  street.  La  Crosse,  was  born 
,  ®  in  Norway  in  1852,  a  son  of  Martinus 
and  Karen  Madson.  His  father  was  also  a 
tailor,  and  a  very  superior  workman;  he  died 
in  his  native  land,  in  1867,  aged  forty-seven 
years;  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  has  at- 
tained the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  emigrated  to  the  Fnited 
States  in  1880,  and  first  settled  in  the  crreat 
Western  metropolis,  Chicago,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  for  one  and  a  half  years;  he  then 
moved  to  Merillon,  Jackson  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, for  one  and  a  half  years;  next  he  removed 
to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  followed  his 
trade  in  that  city  for  three  and  a  half  years. 
In  1886  he  came  to  Onalaska,  and  opened  a 
clothing  store  and  tailor  shop  for  three  years. 
In  1887  he  opened  a  tailor  shop  in  La  Crosse, 
at  his  present  stand.  He  employs  from  four 
to  six  men,  and  has  a  fine  patronage,  llis 
many  years  of  experience  with  this  line  of 
trade  yi  two  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  West, 
and  the  thorough  training  he  i-ect'i\eil  during 


his  apprenticeship,  all  fitted  him  well  for  the 
place  he  has  taken  in  commercial  circles  in 
La  Crosse.  He  is  esteemed  one  of  the  most 
reliable  business  men  in  the  place,  and  enjoys 
the  entire  confidence  of  a  wide  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. In  connection  with  the  business 
already  mentioned,  he  finds  time  to  give  to 
the  agency  of  all  steamship  lines,  which  he  is 
able  to  make  quite  profitable. 

Mr.  Madson  was  married  in  the  old  country, 
to  Miss  Dorothea  Gunderson,  and  of  this 
union  two  children  were  born;  the  mother 
and  one  child  died  in  Chicago,  in  1880.  Mr. 
Madson  was  married  a  second  time  in  1882, 
to  Miss  Bertha  Anderson,  daughter  of  Neils 
Anderson,  of  Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Madson  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Lutheran  Church,  and 
also  belong  to  the  Total  Abstinence  Society 
of  North  La  Crosse. 
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mETER  GULLICKSON.  one  of  the  intel- 
'(^  ligent,  enterprising  and  successful  men 
■^t  of  La  Crosse  county,  resides  near  Min- 
doro,  in  Farmington  township.  He  has  lived 
here  since  1870,  and  is  well  known  in  this 
vicinity.  Like  many  of  Wisconsin's  well-to- 
do  citizens,  he  was  born  in  Norway,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  February  10,  1858.  His 
parents,  Isaac  and  Ingebaar  Gullickson,  both 
natives  of  Norway,  were  reared,  educated  and 
married  there.  Peter  was  a  lad  of  twelve 
years  when  the  family  came  to  America.  The 
father  preceded  them  to  this  country,  arriving 
here  in  1866.  For  four  years  he  worked 
hard,  preparing  a  home  for  liis  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  while  they  were  on  theii-  way  to  join 
him  he  died.  His  death  was  the  result  of  an 
accident,  he  having  eaten  wild  parsnip.  Tlie 
mother  and  her  family  settled  in  Farmington 
township.      The  names  of    her  seven  cliiklren 
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ai-e  as  follows:  Lena,  who  died  in  1877;  Guil- 
der, of  West  Salem,  Wisconsin;  George,  of 
Hamilton  township,  this  county;  Oliver,  of 
"West  Salem;  Peter,  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
Hansene,  wife  of  Ole  Eveson,  of  Farmington 
tovvnshi]);  and  Thorwald,  of  West  Salem. 
The  mother  was  afterward  married  to  Gilbert 
Gilberson,  and  she  is  now  a  resident  of  JVlin- 
doro,  this  county. 

As  already  stated,  Peter  Gullickson  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  landed  on  Ameri- 
can soil.  He  had  attended  school  six  years 
in  his  native  land,  and  after  he  came  here 
went  to  the  coramou  scliools,  thus  securing  a 
fair  education  in  both  languages.  The  first 
land  he  owned  he  sold  to  Paul  Sullivan,  and 
subseqnently  purchased  a  farm  near  l)y,  the 
one  on  which  he  now  lives,  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  Lewis  valley.  He  lias  280  acres 
of  well  improved  land.  His  residence,  30x35 
feet,  is  two  stories,  is  located  on  a  natural 
building  site,  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  tliis  vicinity.  It  is  located  one  mile 
from  the  village  of  Mindoro.  His  barn  is 
36  X  50  feet,  and  has  a  rock  basement.  A 
modern  wind  pump  supplies  water  for  his 
stock.  Mr.  Gullickson  gives  his  attention  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  during 
the  autumn  season  operates  a  threshing-ma- 
chine. Li  the  threshing  business  he  is  in 
partnership  with  Ole  Simenson,  and  does 
about  §000  to  $800  worth  ot  work  each  year. 

November  26,  1880,  Mr.  Gullickson  wed- 
ded Helen  Olson,  a  native  of  Norway.  She 
came  with  her  parents  t'j  this  country  when 
she  was  six  months  old,  and  here  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  Her  father  and  mother, 
Ole  and  Jane  Olson,  are  residents  of  this 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gullickson  have 
live  children,  namely:  Ingvald  Irwin,  Olga 
Josephine,  John  Albert,  Lla  Nikoline  and 
May  Luella.  Their  fourth  cliilcl,  Abel  Gil- 
bert, died  at  the  age  of  eleven   months. 


Mr.  Gullickson  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  in 
party  ranks.  He  has  served  two  years  as 
Assessor  of  his  township.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Luthei-an  Church.  Any  movement  that 
has  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tional, moral  or  religious  interests,  finds  in 
him  a  hearty  supporter. 


ENKY   LUETH.— L)   no  part  of    Wis- 
consin is  aariculture  in  a  more  tlourish- 
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^4  ing  condition  than  in  La  Crosse  county, 
and  here  Mr.  Lueth  is  considered  one  of  the 
leading  tillers  of  the  soil.  His  present  sub- 
stantial position  in  life  has  been  reached 
entirely  through  his  own  perseverance,  and 
the  facts  connected  with  his  operations  and 
their  results  only  show  what  a  person,  with 
courage  and  enlightened  views,  can  accomplish. 
His  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  have 
been  tried  and  not  found  wanting;  his  finan- 
cial al)ility  has  been  more  than  once  put  to 
the  test,  but  never  without  credit  to  himself, 
and  his  social  qualities  are  well-known  and 
appreciated.  He  was  born  in  Germany, 
December  8,  1844,  to  John  and  Dora  S. 
Lueth,  who  came  to  America  from  their  na- 
tive land  in  1849,  landing  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  They  soon  after  came  to  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  tiien  went  by  team  and  wagon  to 
Galena,  Illinois,  thence  to  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  worked  at  the  mason's  trade 
(which  he  had  learned  and  followed  in  his 
native  land),  until  the  fall  of  1854,  when  he 
came  with  his  family  to  La  Crosse  and  here 
worked  as  a  mason  until  his  death  in  October, 
1867,  his  wife's  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  She  died  May  10,  1891.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Sophia  who  resides  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa;  Dora,  also  a  resident  of  that 
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city;  Edward,  a  machinist  of  La  Crosse,  who 
has  been  in  the  employ  ot  Dean  i^r  Smith  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  Henry. 

The  latter  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he 
came  to  this  county  and  his  knowled<i;e  (if  the 
"  world  of  books  "  was  accj^nired  in  the  schools 
of  Salem  and  La  Crosse.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  began  working  in  the  Wiscon- 
sin pineries  and  on  the  Mississippi  river  as  a 
common  hand.  His  ability  soon  became 
appreciated,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  foreman,  which  he  held  with  ability 
for  over  twenty  years.  In  1S78  he  settled  on 
bis  present  farm  of  210  acres,  of  whicli  ninety- 
si.x  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  are  well 
and  carefully  tilled.  His  residence  and  barns 
are  kept  in  excellent  condition,  iiis  fences  in 
good  repair,  and  he  is  considered  an  accom- 
modating and  desirable  neighbor. 

He  was  married,  October  8,  1867,  in  this 
county,  to  Miss  Esther  Ayer,  a  native  of 
Mineral  Point,  "Wisconsin,  a  lady  whose 
intelliirence,  natural  refinement  and  many 
domestic  virtues  make  her  a  pleasing  and 
entertaining  compan'on.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Jonas  and  Leah  (Nutting)  Ayer,  who  were 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine.  The  father 
died  in  Onalaska  in  1872,  atthe  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  his  widow  is  now  a  resident 
of  Galesville,  Wisconsin.  A  family  of  twelve 
children  blessed  their  union,  four  sons  and 
eight  daughters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lueth  have 
four  children:  Milton  Henry;  Emmett  was 
drowned  when  three  years  of  age;  Clinton 
Douglas  and  Esther.  Mr.  Lueth  has  always 
supported  the  principles  of  Democracy,  and 
has  held  minor  ofiicial  positions  in  his  town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  L  O.  ().  P., 
and  has  been  a  meralier  of  that  worthy  oi-der 
— the  Masonic  fraternity — since  1870.  Dur- 
ing the  civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  service 
twice,  but  as  he  was  under  age  his  father 
would    not    allow   him    to   enter    the   service. 


which  was  a  damper,  indeed,  to  iiis  youthful 
enthusiasm  and  ambition.  He  is  a  jovial  and 
agreeable  gentleman,  a  pleasant  companion, 
and  has  numorous  friends.  \\\  personal 
appearance  he  is  prepossessing,  has  a  tine 
physique  and  weigiis  230  pounds.  He  was 
reared  a  Presbyterian. 


R.  BLANCHAPtD,  wholesale  dealer  in 
butter  and  eggs  at  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
'^^  ®  consin. — The  house  of  which  Mr. 
Blanchard  is  the  jiroprietor  is  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  reliable  institutions  of 
La  Crosse,  and  particularly  deserves  mention 
for  the  success  it  has  achieved  in  a  com].)ara- 
tively  short  time  in  building  up  an  extensive 
trade  and  taking  a  stand  with  tlie  oMest  and 
strongest  in  its  special  tield  of  activity  in  the 
I  city.  The  nucleus  from  which  this  enter- 
prise  grew  was  laid  by  D.  R.  I>lanchard  in 
1882,  in  which  year  he  came  to  the  State  of 
Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  Somerset  county, 
Maine,  in  1846,  to  Theron  and  Martha  (Reed) 
Blanchard,  liuth  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
The  father  was  an  lionest  '"son  of  the  soil" 
during  his  working  years.  He  died  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years;  the  mother, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  is  a  resident  of  ^ladison,  Maine,  and 
is  in  her  eii^hty-tirst  year. 

D.  R.  Blanchard  was  the  sixth  of  their 
eleven  children,  the  names  of  the  members  of 
the  family  being  as  follows:  Theron,  ]\Iartha, 
wife  of  Sheldon  Reed;  Hannah  Ct.,  Watson, 
Samuel  N.,  Daniel  R.,  Alary  E.,  Riiel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  three 
that  died  in  infancy.  Theron  Blanchard,  the 
father,  who  was  born  in  Afassachusetts  on 
the  27tli  of  Alay,  1805,  was  a  son  of  .lesse 
I'llanchard,  who  died  in  1805.  His  wife  was 
a    Miss    Brown,   who   died    in    185t),    having 
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borne  her  husband  three  sons:  Jesse,  Quincy 
and  Theron,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
latter  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Maine 
about  1825,  and  had  been  a  resident  of  the 
last  named  State  sixty  years  when  he  died. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Reed,  was 
a  farmer  of  Maine,  to  wliich  State  he  re- 
moved in  1816,  and  there  he  died  in  1883,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  103  years.  He  was  first 
married  to  Hannah  Gurney,  and  his  second 
wife  was  a  Miss  Snow,  who  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Mrs.  Blanchard,  the  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth  in 
a  family  of  five  children:  Edward,  wiio  mar- 
ried Sophia  Whittier,  who  survives  him; 
Mary,  who  died  unmarried;  John,  who  mar- 
ried Hannah  French;  Mrs.  Blanchard,  and 
Turner,  who  married  Ann  Flowers.  D.  R. 
Blanchard  is  a  wide-awake  man  of  business, 
a  good  citizen,  and  although  he  has  only 
been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  a  few  years,  he 
has  become  well  known  and  his  reputation  is 
unblemished.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

fHAKLES  H.  MILLER,  proprietor  of 
the  La  Crosse  Steam  Laundry,  was  born 
at  Waterloo,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin, 
December  23,  1855.  His  parents,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany,  emigrated  to  America 
and  died  when  Charles  H.  was  a  child.  They 
left  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  and  mother, 
our  subject  went  to  live  in  Minnesota,  near 
Ov\atonna,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  lived  f(n-  a 
number  of  years  in  Michigan.  The  pros- 
perity attending  all  commercial  enterprises 
of  La  Crosse  strongly  recommended  this  city 


to  the  favor  of  Mr.  Miller,  and  in  1884  he 
came  here  and  went  into  the  laundry  busi- 
ness. He  has  accomplished  very  satisfactory 
results  to  himself,  and  has  given  to  the  city 
one  more  progressive  and  energetic  business 
man. 

He  was  married  while  a  resident  of  Michi- 
gan, to  Miss  Matilda  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  born  near  the  citv  of  Stockholm,  and 
of  this  union  two  sons  have  been  born:  L-a 
Abel  and  Edwin  Ray. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Lodge  No.  27,  at  La  Crosse,  and  is 
the  present  Master  of  Finance. 


^  A.  TRUMBOWER,  station  agent  of  the 
M\  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Northern  Rail- 
^C*  way  Company  at  Onalaska,  and  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place  since  October,  1889,  was 
born  near  Brookville,  Ogle  county,  Illinois, 
October  7,  1863,  son  of  J.  R.  Trum bower, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  married  Am^ia  Butts.  The  name 
Trnrabower  is  of  German  origin.  The  fam- 
ily were  early  and  prominent  settlers  of  Ogle 
county.  The  grandfather,  Jacob  Trumbower, 
located  at  Cliambers'  grove,  sixteen  miles 
from  Freeport,  Illinois.  Mr.  Trumbower's 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Butts,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Black  Hawk 
county,  Iowa.  J.  R.  Trumbower,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  moved  in  1876 
to  the  vicinity  of  Ackley,  Iowa,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  the  son  received  his 
education  in  Franklin  county,  that  State,  and 
entered  business.  For  a  time  he  was  tele- 
graph operator,  as  "extra,''  on  the  Central 
Iowa,  railroad,  and  afterwards  at  Milledge- 
ville,  Illinois,  and  in  October,  1889,  was 
transferred  to  Onalaska.  lie  is  a  capable  and 
efficient  man    for  the  business. 
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He  was  married  at  Milledgeville,  Illinois, 
June  15,  1889,  to  Miss  Ethel  Myrta  Steele, 
a  lady  of  intelligence  and  ot  a  good  family, 
born  at  De  Soto,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of 
D.  Abbott  Steele,  of  Rock  Falls,  Illinois. 
During  their  residence  at  Onalaska  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trumbower  had  a  daughter,  Edith  Pearl 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months. 

Mr.  Trumbower  is  an  intelligent  young 
man  and  of  extended  information,  and  frank 
and  cordial  in  disposition. 


JRA  E.  GREEN,  is  well  known  and  highly 
respected  throughout  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  as  one  of  its  worthy  and  intelli- 
gent citizens,  public-spirited  and  of  sterling 
integrity.  He  deserves  more  than  ordinary 
mention  as  a  successful  farmer,  for  he  began 
life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  but  by  industry, 
economy  and  thrift,  he  has  conquered  adver- 
sity and  has  made  himself  one  of  the  leading 
and  influential  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  He  was  born  at  Rock  Prairie, 
Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  a  son  of  Henry  II. 
and  Abigail  (Vought)  Green,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Orange  county,  New 
York  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania,  although 
she  was  reared  and  educated  in  (Grange 
county.  New  York.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  of  English  descent  and  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war,  taking  sides 
with  the  Colonists  in  their  struggle  for  lil)- 
erty.  Henry  Green  came  with  his  family  to 
Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1840,  of  which 
place  they  were  among  the  first  settlers,  and 
when  their  son  Ira  E.  was  a  bal)e  they  came 
to  Onalaska  ar.d  settled  one  mile  east  of  the 
town.  To  them  a  family  of  fifteen  children 
were  born,  nine  of  whom  are  lixiiig.  The 
father  died  in  California  in  18(30,  to  which 
State  he  had   <rone   in    1856,  but   his    widow 


still  survives  him  and  has  attained  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  an<l  is  residing  in  La 
Crosse. 

Ira  E.  Green  was  brought  up  on  a  farm, 
and  was  given  the  benefit  of  the  common 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  In  early 
manhood  he  went  to  Cottonwood  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  entered  some  land  un- 
der,the  homestead  law,  and  I'esided  on  this 
land  for  eight  years.  After  returning  to  his 
home  and  remaining  here  three  years  he  went 
to  Helena,  Montana,  where  he  was  in  the 
lumber  business  two  and  a  half  years.  Upon 
returning  once  more  to  this  county,  he  loca- 
ted at  Midway  where  he  conducted  a  mercan- 
tile establishment  for  two  years  and  then  sold 
out,  and  bought  his  present  farm,  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  William  Ruddle.  This 
place  is  a  valuable  one  and  the  value  of  the 
land  itself  is  augmented  by  the  erection  of 
commodious  and  substantial  buildings  of  all 
kinds  and  a  tine  windmill,  all  of  which  are 
kept  in  good  repair.  Everything  about  his 
place  indicates  that  a  man  of  thrift  and  en- 
ergy is  at  the  helm,  and  that  he  possesses 
intelligence  of  a  high  order  and  sound  and 
practical  views. 

He  was  married  December  30.  1876,  at  La 
Crosse,  by  Rev.  Smith,  to  Miss  Sophia  Spang- 
ler,  a  lady  of  education  and  refinement. 
Iler  father,  Rev.  J.  II.  Spangler,  was  born 
in  Switzerland  and  died  in  May,  1890.  His 
wife,  Louisa  llanhart,  was  born,  reared  and 
marrieil  in  Switzerlancl.  They  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  1851,  and  here  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children,  three  sons  serving  in  the  civil 
war:  Henry,  Walter  and  Adolph.  Their 
mother  died  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
1854,  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Green,  was  an 
infant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  have  two  daughters: 
Imogene    Louisa,  born    November  21,  1879, 
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and    Irma    Elizal)eth,    boi'n    September    30, 
1881, 

Mr.  Greeu  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  be- 
longs to  the  I.  O.  C).  F.  His  manners  are 
frank  and  cordial,  indicative  of  the  man,  and 
his  personal  popularity  is  abundant  proof"  of 
bis  many  sterling  characteristics. 


H^  L.  CLARK,  a  tanner  and  farmer  by  oc- 
In^  cnpation,  but  later  engaged  in  niercan- 
^t  ®  tile  trade,  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
New  York,  in  1824,  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Levins)  Clark,  natives  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont  respectively.  Dr.  Samuel 
Clark,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  filiysician  of  enviable  reputation 
in  Stanstead,  Canada;  he  married  Betsey 
Bui'ton,  and  to  them  were  born  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  John  Clark  was  a  tanner  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  calling  forty  years 
and  more.  He  came  West  with  his  family 
in  1851,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse  county, 
wliere  he  engaged  in  agriculture;  his  death 
occurred  in  1860,  his  age  being  sixty-five 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Supervisors 
of  the  county,  and  was  widely  and  favorably 
known.  His  wife  died  in  1853  at  the  age  of 
tifty-three  years;  they  were  both  people  of 
strict  integrity  of  character,  and  endured 
courageously  all  the  liard.<lii]is  of  their  early 
life  on  the  frontier.  To  them  were  born  six 
children,  three  ot  whom  are  living.  P.  L. 
Clark,  one  of  the  three,  has  been  cm-raged  in 
both  commercial  and  agricultural  juirsuits. 
For  six  years  he  was  Chief  of  J\ilice  of  La 
Crosse,  and  as  this  city  is  justly  entitled  to 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
orderly  places  on  the  Mississippi  river,  it  is 
uot  unfair  to  jilace  the  credit  where  it  is  due. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  watchful  officials  the 


city  has  ever  known,  and  fully   possessed  the 
courage  of  his  convictions. 

In  1848  Ml-.  Clark  went  to  Mississippi,  and 
remained  there  four  years,  engaged  in  the 
tanning  business.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Martha  Kiuiiiall  occurred  in  1855,  and  of  this 
union  were  born  toiir  children:  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  J.  C.  Saupe  of  La  Crosse,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Flora  May;  Albert 
P.  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  one  the  largest 
livery  stables  in  the  city;  Charles  K.  is  station 
agent  at  Alden,  Minnesota,  and  has  been 
mayor  of  Alden  for  a  number  of  years;  he 
owns  a  large  stock  fai'in  in  Minnesota,  and  is 
very  successful  in  his  business  operations; 
he  married  Miss  Jennie  St.  John,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  have  three  children:  Frank, 
Sydney  and  Roy;  Florence  married  Joseph 
^lorley,  of  Neillsville,  Wisconsin,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Joseph  Clark.  Mrs.  Clark  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her 
parents,  Aiiraham  and  Mary  (Bradbury) 
Kimball,  were  from  Buxton,  Maine;  they 
died  a  few  years  alter  coming  to  the  West; 
they  first  settled  in  Illinois,  and  afterwards 
remi.iveil  to  Wisconsin;  the  father  died  in 
1851,  at  the  age  of  sixty  eight  years;  liis  wife 
died  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  They  had  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Horace,  of  Paddock, 
Minnesota;  Charles,  of  Oakland,  California, 
and  Mrs.  Clark.  Mary  Bradbury  Kimball 
was  a  relative  of  William  B.  Bradbury,  the 
celebrated  musician.  The  Kimball  family  is 
from  the  county  of  Cumbei-laud,  England, 
and  takes  its  origin  from  a  pai-ish  of  that 
name  upon  the  Scottish  border.  The  descri]i- 
tion  of  their  coat  of  arms  from  the  Ilcrahl's 
College,  London:  "The  ai-ms  are  argent 
[silver];  a  lion  rampant;  gules  [red]  upon  a 
chief  [sablej;  three  crescents  of  goM.  The 
crest  is  a  lion  rampant  holding  in  the  dexter 
paw  a  d-Agfrer  a ujirojire.      Motto:  I'^trti!^,  non 
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ferox  [brave  but  not  ferocious.]''  The  lion 
rampant  in  the  coat-of-ariiis  siiow  tliat  an 
ancestor  had  won  a  battle  while  in  command 
at  an  engagement.  The  chief  is  a  grant  of 
honor  for  services  done  the  government;  and 
the  crescents  show  that  tliese  services  were 
against  the  Moors.  The  lion  with  a  dagger 
in  the  ci'est  shows  tliat  he  who  gained  the 
victory  dispatched  the  commander  of  the 
opposing  forces  with  his  dagger. 

Politically  our  sul)ject  athliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  ardently  supports  the 
issues  of  that  liody.  He  belongs  to  the 
Chosen  Friends.  He  is  a  man  of  good  prin- 
ciples, strong  purposes  and  thorough  relial)il- 
ity,  commanding  the  esteem  and  highest 
regard  of  the  entire  community. 

fOHN  WHELDON,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 
Notary  Public  and  conveyancer  of 
Bangor,  resides  on  section  5,  townsliip 
16,  range  5  west,  where  he  settled  in  1853. 
He  was  born  in  Wales,  October  -4,  1815,  a  son 
of  William  J.  Wheldon,  deceased,  a  native  of 
the  same  country.  He  went  to  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1817,  and  thence  to  Steuben 
township,  Oneida  county.  New  York,  in  Dec- 
ember, 1819,  where  the  parents  both  died 
several  years  later. 

John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  and  high  schools,  and 
also  taught  school  five  winters  in  New  York. 
He  etnigrated  to  this  place  in  1853,  where  he 
built  the  first  log  house,  22  \  10  feet.  The 
Indians  and  wild  animals  were  then  numer- 
ous, and  deer  was  shot  on  the  present  site  of 
the  village  of  Bangor.  His  farm  lay  in  the 
Bur  Oak  openings,  and  he  now  owns  180 
acres,  which  is  operated  by  his  son,  he  devot- 
ing his  time  to  his  business  interests.     He 

has  been  a  member  of  both  the  County  Board 
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and  Side  Board  several  years,  and  in  the  early 
days  was  Superintendent  of  Schools,  lie  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Ajjril,  1872, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  apiiointed  Notary 
Public.  He  has  been  a  liepulilican  since  the 
pai'ty  was  organized,  but  never  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
master under  President  Grant  April  28,  1873, 
and  served  unfil  1885,  when  he  was  removed 
on  account  of  his  political  views. 

Mr.  Wheldon  was  married,  in  April,  1813, 
to  Elizabeth  Roberts,  a  native  of  Wales,  and 
daughter  of  Richard  Roberts,  deceased.  They 
have  had  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  viz.:  Elias,  Laura  A., 
Williaiu,  Richard  (deceased),  Stephen  B., 
Morris  C,  Newton,  John,  Jennie  M.,  Robert 
and  Griffith.  Mrs.  Wheldon  died  in  March, 
1886  She  was  a  consistent  Christian  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  our  subject  is  also  a  member. 


tC.  HANSON,  one  of  tlie  most  active 
memliers  of  commercial  circles  in  La 
,,.-  Crosse  county,  has  resided  here  since 
1866,  and  in  that  time  has  built  up  a  large 
and  thriving  business.  He  is  a  native  of 
Norway,  born  on  St.  Patrick's  day,  in  1845, 
a  son  of  Hans  and  Mary  Hanson.  His  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  was 
reared  to  the  same  calling;  he  attended  school 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
worked  on  the  farm  until  he  was  nineteen. 
Desirous  of  trying  some  other  kind  of  em- 
ployment he  secured  a  position  as  clerk, 
which  he  tilled  for  two  years.  Then  came 
the  wish  to  see  another  country,  and  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  Accordingly 
he  sailed  away  across  the  sea  to  America, 
landing  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  July,  18G0, 
whence  he  went  directly  to  ('hicngo,  Illinois. 
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After  a  sliort  time  in  tliat  city  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  Half- 
way creek;  he  next  lived  in  the  town  of  Ona- 
laska  for  eighteen  months,  and  from  that 
point  moved  to  Hamilton  township,  where  he 
took  np  a  homestead  of  Government  land;  he 
proved  up  on  this  tract  and  sold  it  in  1877. 
He  then  embarked  in  general  mercantile 
trade  in  Rockland  with  John  H.  Dahl,  the 
iirm  name  heing  Hanson  &  Dahl;  this  rela- 
tionship existed  from  1877  to  1879,  when 
they  bought  the  stock  of  H.  Holmboe,  of 
Mindoro,  and  removed  to  that  place;  the 
business  was  conducted  under  the  same  firm 
name  until  January  12.  1885,  when  Mr. 
Hanson  bought  Mr.  Dahl's  interest,  and  has 
continued  the  business  alone.  November  29, 
1890,  he  purchased  the  stock  of  J.  H.  Hodge 
&  Co.,  and  now  carries  a  stock  of  §10,000. 
In  addition  to  this  enterprise  he  owns  a 
creamery  which  he  has  managed  since  1888; 
in  1890  the  sales  were  $25,000;  he  also  oper- 
ates a  cheese  factory,  the  annual  trade  of 
which  amounts  to  $2,500. 

Politically  Mr.  Hanson  is  identitied  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  issues  of  that  body.  He  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors for  three  years,  reflecting  great  credit 
upon  himself  and  his  constituency;  be  lias 
been  Treasurer  of  the  township  for  three 
years,  and  was  Secretary  of  the  School  Roard 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  at  present  its 
Treasurer.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
La  Crosse  asylum,  and  has  tilled  this  responsi- 
ble position  since  the  institution  was  opened. 
In  the  spring  of  1879  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Mindoro,  and  held  that  office  until 
the  fall  of  1885.  In  January,  1891,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  same  position,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent  of  that  office;  is  one  of  the 
World's  Fair  Commissioners  for   La  Crosse 


county,  and  a  member  of  the  Norden  Society 
of  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Hanson  has  been  twice  married:  in 
March,  1879,  he  was  united  to  Miss  Anna 
Knutsou,  a  native  of  Norway;  she  was  but 
seven  years  of  age  when  she  was  brought  to 
this  country,  was  educated  here,  and  became 
a  successful  teacher.  She  was  the  mother  of 
three  children :  Alfred  M.,  Clarence  and  Alma 
L.  Her  death  occurred  in  1885;  she  was  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
a  woman  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
lier.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was 
to  Miss  Anna  Anderson,  in  1886;  she  is  also 
a  native  of  Norway;  one  son  has  been  born 
of  this  union,  Alexander  T. 

In  addition  to  liis  mercantile  interests  Mr. 
Hanson  owns  a  good  residence  and  some 
town  lots;  he  is  a  man  of  superior  business 
Cjualifications,  and  has  made  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  that  have  been  presented  to 
him  since  taking  up  his  residence  in  the 
United  States.  He  has  always  given  a  lib- 
eral support  to  those  movements  which  have 
recommended  themselves  as  being  of  benefit 
to  the  general  public,  and  the  position  he  has 
taken  in  the  commercial  world  is  one  of  which 
any  man  might  well  be  proud. 


SAAC  D.  DAVIS  was  iiorn  at  Cardigan- 
shire, South  Wales,  January  10,  1838, 
^  son  of  Isaac  D.  Davis,  Sr.,  and  Margaret, 
his  wife,  both  natives  of  that  place.  He  is  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
live  daughters.  When  he  was  fourteen  years 
old  his  father  died.  His  mother  lived  to  be 
eighty.  Isaac  D.  was  I'eared  in  his  native 
land,  and  from  his  yciuth  up  worked  in  a 
coal  mine,  becoming  an  expert  miner  before 
he  was  twenty-one.  When  he  reached  his 
majority  he  left  Wales,  sailed  from  Liverpool 
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to  Boston,  and  from  there  went  North;  wa^ 
in  Halifax,  Canada  East,  Montreal  ami  Que- 
hec;  thence  to  Jjoston  and  Nt'W  York.  He 
finally  located  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  engaged  in  coal-mining  for 
several  years,  and  was  successful. 

While  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Davis  was 
married,  December  10,  18G3,  to  Elizabeth 
Williams,  who  was  born  in  Glamorganshire, 
Wales,  in  1846.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  Williams,  were  natives  of  Wales, 
passed  their  lives  and  died  there.  They  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Eight  children 
have  been  given  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Elizabeth  Ann,  wife 
of  William  Griffin,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich- 
igan, has  three  children ;  John,  of  North  La 
Crosse,  is  married  and  has  oi'e  son;  and 
Thomas,  Maggie,  Willie,  Gomer  and  Nelly, 
at  home.  Isaac  died  at  the  age  of  four 
months. 

Mr.  Davis  left  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1866,  and  went  West.  He  traveled  all  over 
Missouri,  seeking  a  desirable  location,  and  in 
1871  we  find  him  settled  near  Oskaloosa,  in 
Mahaska  county,  Iowa.  After  remaining 
there  a  year  he  took  his  family  East,  and  at 
New  York  embarked  for  California,  making 
the  journey  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Ar- 
riving on  the  Pacific  coast,  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Contra  Costa  county,  and  lived  there 
for  some  time.  Keturning  East  by  rail,  he 
again  settled  in  Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  lived  three  years;  tlience  to  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  fine  land  in  the  Lewis  valley  and  has 
since  resided  on  it.  He  has  -i  comfortable 
cottage  home,  built  in  1887,  and  located  half 
a  mile  from  the  village  of  Mindi)ro.  All  tlie 
improvements  on  his  farm  are  first-class  and 
are  kept  in  good  order.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  ten 
cows. 


Mr.  Davis  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abruliani 
Lincoln,  and  has  since  affiliate'd  with  the  lie- 
publi<'an  ]iarty.  He  was  rcai'ud  a  Methodist 
and  his  wife  a  l!a]itist.  Iteing  a  close  obser- 
server  and  having  fi-avcled  extensively,  Mr. 
Davis  possesses  a  general  fund  of  useful  in- 
formation. Honorable  and  upright  in  all  his 
business  dealings,  and  obliging  in  his  dispo- 
sition, he  has  the  good  will  of  all  who  know 
him. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Farmingtim  township. 

.,|PEORGE  SLIGER,  a  farmer  of  Farming- 
uHt  '"^'^  township,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
w^  of  the  early  German  settlers  of  La  Crosse 
county,  having  been  a  resident  since  A]M-il 
17,  1853.  He  was  born  in  Saxony,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eve 
(Storandt)  Sliger.  He  is  the  youngest  of  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and 
was  but  three  years  of  age  when  his  mother 
died.  He  attended  school  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  old,  and  then  was  an  evening  pupil 
for  a  time;  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  mason, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  several  years. 
His  father  was  a  master  mason,  and  had  charge 
of  a  large  number  of  men;  he  died  in  his  na- 
tive land,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

When  our  subject  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  he  sailed  from  Bremen  for  the  port  of 
New  York,  believing  that  the  opportunities 
afforded  in  the  United  States  excelled  those 
of  the  Old  World.  After  a  voyage  of  fifty- 
eight  daj's  he  i-eached  America,  and  continued 
his  journey  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  via  the 
Great  Lakes;  thence  he  went  to  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  at  Lake 
Geneva,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a 
hostler  in  a  hotel.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  place;  there  were  no  roads  ex- 
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cept  the  Indian  trails,  and  game  could  be  had 
in  abundance.  Fortune  did  not  at  first  smile 
upon  Mr.  Sliger;  first  he  had  a  horse  stolen, 
and  then  an  ox  died,  and  a  series  of  misfor- 
tunes followed.  But  he  is  well  endowed  with 
that  pluck  and  perseverance  which  so  strongly 
characterizes  his  nationality,  and  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  many  obstacles.  He 
now  owns  a  farm  of  103  acres,  which  is  well 
improved  with  substantia!  luiriis  and  sheds, 
and  has  a  comfortable  and  convenient  resi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Sliger  was  united  in  marriage,  Feljruary 
26,  1848,  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Young,  also  a  native  of 
Saxony,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Adam 
Young,  who  settled  in  Wisconsin  in  1847. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sliger  have  been  born  seven 
daughters:  Mary,  Amelia,  wife  of  Robert 
Williams;  Anna,  wife  of  James  II.  EsaboU; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Orlo  Robinson;  Lydia, 
wife  of  Dell  Quiggle;  Sarah,  wife  of  Ed  Rat- 
cliffe. 

In  liis  political  convictions,  our  subject  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  voters  known 
as  independents.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of 
all  his  associates.  Although  he  lacks  but  one 
year  of  the  "  three  score  and  ten  "  allotted  to 
man,  he  is  hale  and  strong  and  bids  fair  to 
see  another  decade  in  the  history  of  the  North- 
west. 


^^^ELANCTHON  T.  BURKE,  secretary 
"flSll  of  the  J.  S.  Medary  Saddlery  Com- 
-^^s~  pany,  was  born  near  Bethel,  Clermont 
county,  Ohio,  March  17,  1831.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather,  Hubert  J5urke,  settled  in 
Virginia  j)revious  to  the  Revolution  aiid  there 
married  a  sister  of  Obed  Dunham,  who  laid 
out  the  village  of  Dunluimstown    (afterwards 


Bethel),  Ohio,  and  donated  the  land  on  which 
the  Baptist  church  was  built,  the  deed  speci- 
fying that  "  no  member  of  said  church 
shall  hold  slaves  or  deal  in  intoxicating 
liquors."  The  anti-slavery  and  temperance 
sentiment  of  a  later  day  was  largely  the  result 
of  the  work  of  a  few  such  sturdy  souls  who 
had  the  courage  of  their  convictions  at  a  time 
when  it  cost  something. 

Kelly  Burke,  son  of  Hubert  Burke,  emi- 
grated from  Virginia,  first  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  Sarah  Beck,  and  afterwards  to 
Clermont  county,  Ohio,  where  Kelly  D. 
Burke,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  born, 
his  mother,  Emeline  (Hill)  Burke,  being  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  The  ancestors  men- 
tioned were  sturdy  American  pioneers  of  the 
best  type,  and  were  without  exception  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
nucompromising  "  old-line  Whigs.'' 

Mr.  Burke  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  three  daughters.  His  youth  was  spent 
in  acquiring  a  good  common-school  education 
and  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  np  and 
tilling  the  old  Ohio  farm.  At  the  age  of 
eigliteen  years  he  began  his  business  career 
in  the  village  of  Bethel  as  clerk  in  a  general 
store.  After  three  years  of  faithful  service, 
he  embarked  in  the  same  kind  of  business 
for  himself,  which  he  carried  on  for  several 
years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  closed 
out  his  Bethel  store  and  accepted  a  propo- 
sition of  Jesse  R.  Grant  (fat'aer  of  Gen- 
eral Grant),  to  go  to  Galena,  Illinois,  and 
assist  in  the  management  of  his  wholesale 
leather  and  saddlery  business,  then  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Granfs  son,  Samuel  S.  Grant.  Mr. 
Grant's  youngest  son,  (_)rville  L.,  was  sent  to 
the  Galena  store  two  years  laLer,  and  his  son. 
Captain  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  who  had  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  regular  army,  followed 
in  February,  1860.  Two  years  later  found 
Samuel  S.  Grant   in    a   consumptive's  grave. 


^6l<^ 
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General  U.  S.  Grant  fighting  the  rebels  at 
the  head  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  ()r- 
ville  L.  Grant  in  charge  of  tlio  Galena  store, 
and  M.  T.  Burke  in  charge  of  a  new  leather 
and  saddlery  business  at  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, under  the  tirin  name  of  Grant  &  Burke, 
his  partner  being  Orvilie  L.  Grant.  A  brancli 
leather  store  had  also  been  opened  at  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa.  In  1866  the  Galena,  La  Crosse 
and  Cedar  Falls  stores  were  sold  out  and  con- 
solidated at  Chicago  under  the  firm  name  of 
Grant,  Burke  &  Co.,  the  La  Crosse  business 
being  sold  to  Davis,  Medary  &  Hill. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Burke  withdrew  from  the  firm 
of  Grant,  Burke  &  Co.,  but  continued  in  the 
general  leather  and  tanning  business  at  Chi- 
cago and  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  until  1880,  at 
which  time  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  as  man- 
ager for  the  business  he  had  established  in  1861, 
now  the  J.  S.  Medary  Saddlery  Company. 
This  company,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  is 
one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  city,  and 
lias  won  a  high  reputation  iu  commercial  cir- 
cles. 

Mr.  Burke  was  married  in  1852,  to  Helen 
M.  Ross,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Jesse  R.  Grant.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke  have  been  born  three 
sons.  The  eldest  son,  Edward  Ross,  is  a 
member  of  the  prominent  La  Crosse  Banking 
and  Insurance  firm  of  Magill  &  Burke.  He 
married  Anna  L.  Tracy  (deceased),  a  grand- 
daughter of  United  States  Senator  Uriah 
Tracy,  of  New  York.  One  child,  Tracy  L., 
was  born  to  them.  The  second  son,  Charles 
Sumner,  is  the  general  agent  of  the  Connect- 
icut Life  Insurance  Company  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Nellie  Oatman, 
of  Winsted,  Connecticut,  and  Robert  E.  is 
their  only  child.  The  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burke,  William  E.,  died  at  La 
Crosse   in  1865. 

Mr.  Burke  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  of  the  Universalist  Church.      lie  is 


an  ardent  and  active  Republican,  but  has 
never  held  a  remunerative  office.  In  1852 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Whig  State  Conven- 
tion at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  has  served  the 
city  of  La  Crosse  two  terms  as  a  member  of 
the  Council,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Just  before  the  surrendcn-  of  (ietieral  Lee, 
Mr.  Burke  was  given  a  secret  commission  by 
the  Treasury  Department  to  negotiate  the 
jiurchase  and  protection  of  tobacco,  cotton, 
etc.,  in  Richmond,  but  (-{rant  struck  the  last 
blow  before  the  mission  could  be  accom- 
plished. 

In  1865,  he  was  the  Republican  candidate 
for  Mayor  of  La  Crosse.  The  city  was  at 
that  time  largely  Democratic,  and  he  was  de- 
feated by  a  small  majority.  He  is  a  genial, 
courteous  gentleman,  is  public-spirited  and 
worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

y^|ILLS  TOURTELLOTTE,  attorney  at 
law.  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born 
in  Holyoke,  Massachusetts,  August, 
31,  1853,  and  his  parents  are  now  honored 
residents  of  La  Crosse.  Both  were  natives  of 
Connecticut.  The  father  came  to  La  Crosse 
AVisconsin,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  eldest  son,  and  settled  at  West  Sa- 
lem, since  when  they  have  had  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  He  and  Thomas  Leonard  were 
the  principal  movers  in  laying  out  that  vil- 
lage. The  father  lived  on  a  farm  right  in 
town  until  about  ISS-t,  when  he  moved  to 
Denver,  Colorado,  where  his  son,  John  F., 
an  able  attorney,  resides,  and  remained  there 
until  1889.  He  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  of 
which  city  he  has  been  a  resident  ever  since. 
Col.  J.  E.  Tourtellotte,  an  uncle  of  our  sub- 
ject's, was  on  General  Sherman's  staff  until 
the  latter  was  retired.    He  died  J  uly  22,  1891, 
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and  is  interred  at  the  National  Cemetery  at 
Arlington,  Virginnia.  lie  was  l)ut  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

Mills  Tourtellotte  was  educated  in  the 
State  University,  in  the  class  of  1877,  but 
graduated  in  the  law  class  of  that  institu- 
tion in  1875.  He  then  opened  an  office  in 
La  Crosse  and  has  continuously  practiced  law 
here  since,  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
He  is  interested  in  all  the  enterprises  which 
promise  for  their  object  the  welfare  of  the 
city,  and  is  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

He  was  married  in  1878,  to  ]\Iiss  Lillie 
Woodbury,  daughter  of  Capt.  W.  W. 
Woodbury,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Capt. 
Woodbury  served  in  the  civil  war  and  died 
November  15,  1891,  aged  si.\ty-two  years. 
He  served  in  a  Minnesota  regiment  during 
the  entire  war.  Mrs.  Tourtellotte  is  the  only 
child.  Her  mother  is  still  living  and  is  sixty 
years  of  age. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tourtellotte  have  been 
born  four  children:  Lillie  W.,  Augustus  M., 
Wallace  L.,and  Nathaniel  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tourtellotte  attend  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Socially  the  former  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.,  has  been  all  through  the 
chairs  in  the  local  lodge  and  has  been  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  Grand  Lodge  one  year.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
has  been  through  all  the  chairs  in  the  local 
lodge. 

Mr.  Tourtellotte  is  proprietor  of  the  Tour- 
tellotte stock  and  dairy  farm  at  Middle  liidfi-e, 
La  Crosse  county,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Barber  is 
manager.  This  is  one  of  the  lai-gest  stock 
and  dairy  farms  in  the  county  and  Mr.  Tour- 
tellotte is  actively  engaged  in  breeding  thor- 
oughbred Holstein  cattle  and  Poland-China 
pigs.  The  farm  embraces  500  acres.  This 
is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  county, 
andis  complete  in  all  its  appointments,  includ- 
ing creamery,  etc.      Mr.  Tourtellotte  takes  a 


decided  interest  in  politics  and  is  an  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  Pepublican  party, 
though  not  anxious  to  hold  office.  He  is  well 
read,  is  an  able  attorney,  and  possesses  excel- 
lent business  qualifications. 

,Jg^.^,  ^    

ARTIN  REICHERT,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing near  Stevenstowu,  is  another  one 
of    the    enterprising    and    successful 
men  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Reichert  claims.  Prussia  as  the  country 
of  his  nativity,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
November  23,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Ann  (Teice)  Reichert,  both  natives 
of  Prussia.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a 
babe  when  his  parents  sailed  for  America. 
They  landed  at  New  York  and  from  there 
came  direct  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  soon 
after  settling  in  Washington  county.  In 
1863  they  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  and  here 
the  parents  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives 
and  died.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Agnes, 
Jacob,  David,  Martin,  Mary  and  Barbara.  ■ 
Four  of  them  are  in  this  country.  The  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  In  early 
life  he  was  engaged  at  work  in  the  lumber 
woods  in  Prussia,  but  after  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  The 
mother  passed  away  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years. 

Martin  Reichert  spent  his  j'outh  at  farm 
work  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  county.  During  the 
war  he  enlisted,  in  February,  1865,  in  Com- 
pany C,  Fortj'-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  was  at  first  stationed  with  his  regiment 
in  Madison.  He  was  afterward  in  Missouri 
at  St.  l^ouis  and  Rolla.  He  received  his  dis- 
charge  at    IJenton    Barracks,  St.  Louis,  after 
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wliich  he  returned  to  his  lioine  in  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  Reichert  has  a  line  farm  of  200  acres,  a 
part  of  wliich  was  purchased  in  1863.  It  is 
well  improved,  with  a  couifortahle  log  house, 
stables,  fences,  etc.,  and  is  devoted  to  general 
farming. 

Mr.  Reichert  was  married  November  27, 
1874,  to  Ella  Brown,  a  native  of  Winnebago 
county,  Wisconsin.  Her  parents,  Russell 
and  Lucy  Jane  (McPherson)  Brown,  were  na- 
tives of  Maine  and  New  York  respectively, 
they  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, viz.:  Emma,  Ella,  Etta,  Marsella,  Has- 
call  and  Minnie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reichert 
have  six  chiklren,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Martin,  Royal,  Carrie,  Albert,  Cecil  and 
Chester. 

Politically,  Mr.  Reichert  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  member  of  Nelson  Quygle  Post,  No. 
233,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Mindoro. 


tLEXANDER  FORREST,  like  many  of 
Wisconsin's  best  citizens,  is  a  native  of 
Scotland.  A  man  of  strong  physique, 
strict  integrity,  and  genial  manner,  lie  pos- 
sesses the  chief  characteristics  of  his  country- 
men. 

Mr.  Forrest  was  born  in  Lanarkshire,  Scot- 
laud,  February  28,  1822.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Forrest,  was  a  son  of  Alexander  Forest, 
botli  natives  of  that  country  and  by  occupa- 
tion farmers.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Beatrice  Pettegrew,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  shire.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  being  the  fifth  born  in  the 
family.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  and  the  mother  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years  before  her 
death. 

Alexander  Forrest  grew  uj)  on  a  farm  and 


received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  land.  For  eight  years  he  was  engaged 
in  a  milling  and  provision  business  in  Glas- 
gow, and  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed 
in  the  iron  works  of  Castle  Hill.  In  1807 
he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  I^'arm- 
ington  township,  La  Crosse  county.  Here  he 
purchased  of  Angus  Cameron  what  was 
known  as  the  Lewis  farm,  one  of  the  oldest 
farms  in  the  county.  It  was  on  this  farm 
the  old  Lewis  mill  was  built  in  1848,  the 
mill  that  ground  the  first  wheat  raised  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  This  place  consists  of 
140  acres  of  rich  bottom  land,  well  watered 
by  Fleming  creek,  and  has  a  good  lnjuse, 
barn,  etc. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  Mr.  For- 
rest was  united  in  marriage  with  Jeanette 
McGrindle,  a  native  of  A^'rshire,  Scotland, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  McGrindle.  Four 
sons  and  four  daughters  came  to  bless  their 
union,  ua;i;ely:  Thomas  and  Andrew,  of 
Farmington  township;  James  is  married  ami 
lives  on  the  home  place;  Beatrice,  wife  of 
Bishop  Hobbs,  of  La  Crosse;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  E.  Fuller,  this  township;  Maggie,  at  home; 
and  two  are  deceased,  William,  who  died  in 
Moody  county,  Dakota,  leaving  a  widow  and 
four  children,  and  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years.  Mr.  Forrest  and  his 
family  are  among  the  highly  respected  people 
of  this  vicinity.  He  is  in  politics  a  Repul)- 
lican,  and  in  religion  a  Presbyterian. 


tERBERT  LOVEJOY,  manufacturer  of 
sash,  doors,  blinds,  mouldings,  brackets, 
■^(1  flooring,  sidinj;:,  ceilin<r,  and  dealer  in 
building  paper,  window  glass,  builders'  hard- 
ware and  liuilding  material  generally,  has 
been  estalilisiied  in  business  in  La  Crosse 
since  1881. 
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He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
born  at  Ogdensbnrg.  December  20,  1851,  a 
son  of  "William  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Love- 
joy.  His  father  was  also  a  dealer  in  building 
material;  his  grandfather,  Ransom  Lovejoy, 
was  a  farmer  bj  occupation,  and  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12.  Both  the  pater- 
nal and  maternal  ancestors  were  men  and 
women  of  robust  constitutions,  were  above 
medium  stature,  and  were  also  very  long- 
lived. 

Herbert  Lovejoy  passed  his  youth  in  liis 
native  village,  receiving  a  good  education  in 
the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  hecame  West,  and  secure<l  employment 
in  Chicago  with  the  firm  of  Heath  it  Milli- 
gan,  paint  manufacturers.  He  linally  re- 
turned to  New  Yoi'k,  and  again  came  to 
Chicago  in  the  spring  of  1872.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  re- 
maining one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
he  went  home  on  account  of  the  death  of  liis 
father. 

He  and  his  brother  Fred  went  to  Prescott, 
Canada,  where  they  were  about  establishing 
themselves  in  business,  wiien  the  great  fire 
at  St.  John,  New  J!n;nswick,  occurred,  and 
they  started  for  that  city,  believing  that  bet- 
ter opportunities  awaited  them  there,  but, 
arriving  at  Montreal,  received  discouraging 
reports  from  St.  John,  Accordingly  they 
sold  their  boats  which  they  liad  taken  with 
them.  They  next  turned  their  attention  to 
the  West,  securing  a  hack  with  which  they 
drove  overland  to  Chicago.  Arriving  in  that 
city  they  sold  tiieir  team,  and  took  the  train 
for  La  Crosse.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1877, 
and  until  1881  our  subject  worked  at  the 
business  of  sash  manfacturing.  Then,  as 
before  stated,  he  estalilished  himself  in  busi- 
ness. He  erected  the  plant  known  as  the 
Novelty  Wood  Works,  which  was  burned 
out  in  18S8,  and  lie  lost  every  dollar  he   was 


worth.  He  rebuilt  the  present  plant,  and  one 
year  afterward  sold  out  to  the  present  owner, 
J.  E.  Wheeler.  He  then  spent  some  time  in 
Washington  Territory,  and  after  his  return 
he  went  to  Merrill,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
started  a  large  plant  for  a  company  there.  In 
1889  he  erected  the  plant  in  La  Crosse  where 
he  is  conducting  a  thriving  trade. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  was  married  in  Sparta,  Wis- 
consin, to  Miss  Isaliella  E.  Gurr,  a  native  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Gurr,  who  came  from  Sussex, 
England.  Mrs.  Lovejoy's  father  ■«  as  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  but  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits after  coming  to  America.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lovejoy  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Hattie  and  Florence.  Mr.  Lovejoy  is  a 
charter  memlier  of  the  Builders'  Exchange, 
and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  La 
Crosse  Building  Association,  and  is  a  pi-esent 
member  of  its  directory. 


ILLIAM  JOHN  DAVIDSON,  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  is  a  native  of  tlie  State 
of  New  York,  born  at  Hedford,  Clinton 
county,  February  21,  18-41.  His  parents, 
William  and  Lucinda  (Bird)  Davidson,  were 
natives  of  Leeds,  England,  and  the  State  of 
New  York  respectively.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Davidson  who  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Bedford,  Clinton 
county.  New  York.  Lucinda  Bird  was  the 
daughter  of  John  A.  Bird,  who  was  a  native 
of  England  and  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  New  York.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  passed  his  boyhood  and  early  youtli  in 
his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  came  to  the  West  and  made  his 
home  in  Caledonia,  Minnesota,  until  the 
breakino;  out    of  the     civil    war.        He    then 
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espoused  tlie  cause  of  the  Union,  and  Sep- 
tember 30,  1861,  lie  enlisted  in  the  First 
Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  and  did  service  for 
three  years  and  twenty-six  days.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  most  important  battles 
of  the  war,  among  which  maybe  mentioned: 
Cumberland  Gap,  Tazewell,  Gauley  Bridge, 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Thou:p- 
son's  Hill,  Black  River  Bridge,  Champion 
Hill,  siege  of  Yicksburg,  Jackson,  Red 
River  and  Clinton.  Alter  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  he  was  engaged  in  various  kinds  of 
work  along  the  Mississippi  river  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  He  then  took  up  the  business 
of  house  and  sign  painting,  and  in  1872 
went  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  for  four- 
teen years.  In  1886  he  came  to  La  Crosse, 
and  has  been  prominently  identiiied  with  his 
brancli  of  the  building  Ijusiness  since  that 
time. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  united  in  marriage  in 
this  city  in  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Morton, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  ]\rorton, 
natives  of  Ireland.  Two  daugiiters  have 
been  l)(_irn  of  this  union:  Loretta,  tlie  wife 
of  Harvey  E.  Derr,  and  Irene. 

Our  wortliy  subject  is  a  memlier  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  holding  an  official  position  in  Wil- 
son Caldwell  Post,  No.  38,  Department  of 
Wisconsin;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic and  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities,  and  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is 
a  charter  n:ember  of  the  Builders'  E.xcliange 
of  La  CrOijse. 


niERON     ANDERS,    whose     business 
y  career   in    Onalaska    has   been    a   most 
^    creditable  one,  is  entitled  to  the  follow- 
ing space  in  this  history  of  La  Crosse  county. 
He  was  born    in    Seneca  county,  Ohio,  Feb- 
ruary  15,    1859,   a    son    of  William    II.  and 


Kate  (Madison)  Anders,  luitives  of  Virginia 
and  New  York  respectively.  The  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  civil  war,  enlisting  at 
La  Crosse  in  the  heavy  Artillery;  he  served 
one  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
to  this  county.  He  died  in  1888,  but  his 
wife  still  survives,  a  resident  of  Milwaukee. 
Two  of  their  sons  were  also  in  the  war:  Innatus 
was  a  member  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Antietam;  David  fought  in  an  Ohio  Regi- 
ment for  three  years.  Theron  Anders  was  a 
lad  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education  and  grew  to  manhood. 
The  great  industry  of  the  State,  lumbering, 
furnished  him  employment  when  he  started 
out  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  life.  He 
has  worked  in  the  woods,  on  the  drive  and  on 
the  river,  and  during  the  past  seven  years, 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  East  Fork 
Improvement  Company.  The  experience  he 
has  had  in  every  l)ranch  of  this  business  ren- 
ders him  a  valued  employe,  and  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  superintendent  he  is  immensely 
popular,  not  only  with  his  company  but  with 
his  men  as  well.  He  resides  on  Second  street, 
Onalaska,  where  he  owns  a  good  piece  of 
property. 

Mr.  Anders  was  married  November  7, 
187-1,  to  Miss  Eva  Sampson,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Samantha  (Webber)  Sampson, 
natives  of  Chautauqua  county.  New  York. 
Mrs.  Anders  was  born  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  but  during  her  early  life  was  brought 
to  Wisconsin  where  she  grew  to  womanhood; 
her  father  is  now  deceased,  and  her  mother 
lives  at  Shasta,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  3Irs. 
Anders  have  two  children:  Thoinas  O.  was 
l)orn  December  15,  1883,  and  AVilliam  H., 
December  5,1885;  the  oldest  child,  Clarence 
Henry,  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Aiidei's  adheres  U\  tlie 
principles    of     the     Democratic     l>arty.      He 
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belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Onalaska  Lodge,  No.  214.  He  is  in 
the  prime  of  life,  is  possessed  of  excellent 
business  ability,  and  has  before  hiiu  every 
prospect  of  success  and  prosperity. 


fOUN  B.  JONES  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  La  Crosse  county,  having  settled  here 
in  1853,  and  aided  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  one  of  tiie  best  States  in  the 
LTnion.  He  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
by  adoption.  He  was  burn  at  Bristol,  Mon- 
mouthshire, England,  November  7,  1818,  a 
son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Jones)  Jones. 
His  grandfather  and  grandmother  were  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  Rogers.  He  was  three 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
stuccoing,  which  he  followed  for  some  years. 
For  a  time  he  lived  in  Sherl)rook,  Canada, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and  six 
months  he  removed  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  one  year. 
He  then  went  to  Kockford,  Illinois,  and  later 
on  to  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  He  then  went  to 
Elkhorn,  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  remained  eleven  years.  In  1853  he  came 
to  La  Crosse  county,  and  in  a  short  time 
after  his  arrival  here  settled  on  the  land  he 
has  since  occupied.  This  land  liad  been  pur- 
chased in  1852.  The  tirst  work  Mr.  Jones 
did  in  La  Crosse  count}'  wan  to  assist  in  the 
cont-tructioM  of  a  large  mill  which  was  lieing 
built  Ijy  Smith,  Burns  &  liuberry.  He  also 
purchased  from  the  Government  640  acres  of 
as  choice  land  as  can  be  found  in  Lewis  val- 
ley, which  now  has  excellent  improvements. 
A  brick  residence  was  erectetl   in   1880,  at  a 


cost  of  $5,000,  and  is  beautifully  situated  in 
every  respect.  The  barns,  ice-house,  cream- 
ery, machine  house,  granary,  carriage  house 
and  cribs  are  all  of  a  substantial  style,  and 
reflect  great  credit  upon  the  thrifty  owner. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  June  20,  1842,  to 
Miss  Mary  B.  Hicks,  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, a  daughter  of  Elias  Hicks,  who  came 
with  his  family  to  this  county  during  its 
early  settlemeht.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  Alfred  A., 
George  W.,  John  M.,  Maria,  wife  of  James 
Forest;  Elias  Jackson,  Lemuel  Byron,  Lo- 
rette,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  year*; 
AVilliara  Wilbur,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  and  Ann  Eliza,  wiio  was  sixteen 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Lemuel  B.  resides 
on  the  home  farm;  he  married  Miss  Maiy 
II.  Hemstock,  May  28,  1890.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Sted- 
men)  Hemstock,  residents  of  Burns,  La  Crosse 
county,  and  before  her  n)arriage  was  a  very 
successful  teacher. 

This  family  was  called  to  mourn  the  death 
of  tlie  wife  and  mother.  June  7,  1888,  when 
she  passed  to  the  "great  beyond,"'  aged 
sixty-five  years,  lacking  three  days.  She  was 
a  woman  of  rare  Christian  character,  and  was 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Jones  affiliates  with  the  liepulJican 
party,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  organization. 


fO  H  N  R  U  E  D  Y  ,  deceased,  formerly  of 
section  8,  Bangor  townsiiip,  was  born  in 
Brattigan,  Switzerland,  August  20,  1837, 
a  son  of  Florien  and  Anna  (Kuedy)  Ruedy. 
The  father  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  August,  1840,  and  settled  in  IIio-]i. 
land,  Illinois,  thirty  miles  east  of  St.  Louis, 
and  four  years  later  they  came  to  Sauk  county. 
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Wisconsin,  and  in  1851  to  this  county, 
settling  on  section  8,  where  our  subject's 
widow  now  lives.  TLie  parents  liad  seven 
children,  only  one  of  whoto  is  now  living, 
Mrs.  Christine  Wolf. 

John  Ruedy,  our  subject,  was  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  all  his  life,  and  for  many  years 
operated  the  Bangor  woolen  mill  in  connec- 
tion with  his  farming.  The  mill  was  built 
in  1866,  by  Mr.  Kuedy  and  George  Scheldt. 
He  owned  a  line  farm  of  170  acres  in  the 
homestead,  besides  sixty  acres  of  timber  land. 
He  held  the  ofKces  of  Town  Treasurer,  As- 
sessor and  Town  Clerk  several  years  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Side  Board  and  School 
Board  many  years.  In  iiis  political  views  he 
was  a  Republican,  and  socially  a  !nem1)er  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Mr.  Ruedy  was  married  June  1,  1861,  to 
Ursula  Saxer,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ursula 
(Mongelt)  Saxer.  The  parents  were  born  in 
Splngen,  Switzerland,  and  crossed  the  ocean 
in  1854,  being  iifty-two  days  en  route.  They 
lived  one  year  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  in  1855 
came  to  this  coutity  and  settled  in  Dutch 
creek  valley,  Bangor  township.  The  father 
died  in  Bangor,  in  1875,  and  the  mother  now 
lives  in  this  city,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren, twelve  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Menga,  now  Mrs.  Bosshard;  Maiia,  Mrs. 
Accola;  Peter,  Ursula,  now  Mrs.  Ruedy; 
Elizalieth,  Mrs.  Wettstein;  Mattheus,  Chris- 
tine, Mrs.  Nolden;  Katharine,  Anna  M.,  Mrs. 
Schilling;  Lucia,  Mrs.  Nedvedeek;  Edward 
and  Aunetta,  Mrs.  Williams.  The  children 
are  now  scattered  in  various  jiarts  of  tlie 
country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruedy  had  four  children: 
Anna,  Ursula,  Christine  and  Peter  J.  Anna 
married  C4eorge  W.  Thompson  of  Sioux  City, 
lowa.and  has  one  child,  Juanita.  Ursula  mar- 
ried William  II.  Thompson,  bnithcr  to  (t.  W. 


Thompson,  also  of  Sioux  City.  Christine 
married  Nicholas  M.  Elsen,  of  Burns  town- 
ship, and  has  one  child,  Orma.  Mr.  Ruedy 
died  Septend)er  30,  1878.  He  was  a  lively, 
energetic  and  prosperous  man,  sociable,  hon- 
est, and  respected  by  all.  In  his  death  the 
family  lost  an  affectionate  husband  and  father, 
and  the  community  a  valuable  member  of 
societv. 


j^^ARL  C.  CASBERG  is  one  of  the  promi- 
jH^  nent  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Ilol- 
^^  land  township,  this  county.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  La  Crosse  county  in  1800, 
and  for  thirt}'-one  years  has  resided  here.  He 
was  born  in  Norway,  son  of  Christian  Chris- 
tianson  and  Caroline  his  wife,  both  natives  of 
that  country.  They  made  their  home  in 
Holland  township  the  rest  of  their  lives  and 
died  here.  Five  sons  composed  their  family 
of  children.  Carl  was  twelve  years  old  when 
he  came  to  this  country.  On  the  farm  he 
grew  up,  doing  the  work  of  a  farmer's  boy 
and  attending  the  district  schools  neai-  his 
home.  His  present  farm,  which  consists  of 
120  acres,  he  purchased  of  Andrew  Nelson, 
and  on  it  he  has  lived  seven  years.  He  has 
a  comfortable  two-story  residence;  barn,  22  x 
32  feet  in  dimensions;  ice  house,  16  x  20  feet; 
and  other  substantial  farm  improvements  that 
combine  to  make  his  place  a  valual)le  one 
well  suited  for  snccessfully  carrying  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Mr.  Casberg  is  much 
interested  in  stock,  especially  horses.  He 
has  three  of  the  finest  stallions  in  the  county: 
a  thoroughbred  Clyde,  a  French  Canadian 
and  a  three-fourths  Norman  horse.  lie  has 
devoted  much  time  and  money  to  this  luisi- 
ness.  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  in 
comj)any  with  Thomas  Johnson  and  Alfred 
Gaarder.      Mr.  CasberjT   is    one    cif  the    nms 
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successful  threshers  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  having  operated  a  machine  for  seven- 
teen years,  during  the  autumn  season.  He 
now  owns  a  steam  thresher,  fourteen-horse 
power. 

When  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  Mr. 
Casberg  was  united  in  marriage  with  Jenny 
Stoen,  a  native  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Stoen.  They  have  five 
children,  namely:  Carlton,  Henry,  John, 
Birdie  and  Laura.  They  lost  one  cliild  whose 
name  was  Otilla. 

Mr.  Casberg's  political  vievrs  are  in  har- 
mony with  Republican  principles.  He  is 
associated  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Well 
posted  on  the  general  topics  of  the  day,  broad 
and  liberal  in  his  views,  frank  and  cordial  in 
his  manners,  he  is  a  good  neighbor  and  a 
popular  citizen. 


j^(  H.  HAWKINS,  La  Crosse,  is  one  of 
toR,  the  representative  citizens  of  LaCrosse 
^n®  county,  Wisconsin,  and  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  prominent  offices  in  the  town  of  La 
Crosse.  He  was  born  in  Waukesha  county, 
Wisconsin,  December  14,  1847,  and  is  a  son 
of  Homer  Hawkins,  who  owed  his  nativity 
tu  the  Empire  State.  The  grandfatlier,  Will- 
iam Hawkins,  was  a  native  of  New  England, 
L)orn  in  1758,  and  was  in  the  war  of  1812- 
Homer  EEawkins  attained  his  gri:)\vtli  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
then  went  to  Ciiicago  in  1832,  wlien  that  city 
was  but  a  village.  He  was  a  mechanic,  a 
blacksmith,  and  made  the  first  plow  in  Chi- 
cago. From  there  he  went  to  Waukesha 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  there  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  Post,  who  was  liorn  near 
London,  England,  in  1824,  and  who  was  Imt 
nine  years  of  age  when  she  crossed  the  ocean 


to  America.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Post,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England. 
Homer  Hawkins  and  wife  came  to  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1854,  and  having  means 
purchased  considerable  land  in  this  county 
and  900  acres  across  in  Houston  county, 
Minnesota.  They  resided  for  a  time  at  Half- 
Way  Creek,  then  on  a  farm  which  Paul  Mc- 
Hugh  now  owns,  near  Midway,  and  later  on 
the  land  now  owned  by  his  son,  C.  H.  He 
died  in  August,  1868,  when  fifty-four  years 
of  age,  and  left  a  widow  and  two  children. 
The  mother  was  subsequently  married  to  An- 
drew Quinn,  and  now  resides  on  Fifth  street. 
La  Crosse.  Homer  Hawkins  was  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  in  his  religious  belief  was 
a  Universalist. 

C.  H.  Hawkins  w'as  the  younger  of  the  two 
children  born  to  his  parents;  (his  brother 
George  is  a  resident  of  La  Crosse).  He 
passed  his  boyhood  days  on  a  farm,  and  when 
seven  years  of  age  came  to  La  Crosse  county, 
where  he  finished  his  growth  and  secured  a 
fair  education.  Tlie  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides  is  a  very  valual)le  one,  and  on  this  he 
has  resided  the  piincipal  part  of  the  time  for 
thirty-two  yeai-s.  It  is  situated  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  La  Crosse,  and  consists  of  120 
acres  of  good  land.  His  house  is  cosy  and 
convenient,  and  his  barns,  carriage  shed, 
cribs,  etc.,  are  all  in  good  condition.  He  has 
a  windmill  on  liis  place. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  September  19, 
1873,  to  Miss  Eline  Hanson,  who  was  a 
native  of  Norway  and  a  girl  of  nine  years 
when  she  came  to  this  county.  Her  parents, 
Hans  Erickson  and  Marie  (Anderson)  Erick- 
son,  were  natives  of  that  country  also.  Mr. 
Erickson  now  resides  in  Hamilton  township, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  have 
five  living  children:  Willie  II..  Fred  N., 
Emily,    Mattie    A.   and    Clarence    Raymond. 
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Lnella  was  the  tliird  child,  and  died  when 
fifteen  months  old;  and  Mahel,  who  was  the 
fourth  child,  died  when  six  months  old.  In 
politics  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  at  present  is  treasurer  of  Campbell  town- 
ship, lie  has  been  Assessor,  Clerk,  and  a 
member  of  tiie  School  Board  for  the  past 
sixteen  years.  He  has  been  tendered  other 
offices,  but  invariably  refused.  He  is  a  popu- 
lar man,  and  one  whose  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise is  well  known.  Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a 
inemher  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


fEORGE  W.  SCOTT,  painter  and  decor- 
atoi*,  No.  IIG  North  Fourth  street,  La 
Crosse,  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
enterprising  of  La  Crosse  county's  citizens. 
He  was  born  at  Ashtabula  Ohio,  August  31, 
1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Ellis  C.  and  Sophia 
(Doolittle)  Scott,  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  members  of  old  New  England  families. 
They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  one  son 
and  four  daughters:  Marj-  is  the  wife  of  E. 
N.  Bagley,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Jen- 
nette  married  J.  C.  Weaver,  and  resided  until 
her  death  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  George  W., 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  and  Susan  C.  were 
twins,  she  became  the  wife  of  Ira  A.  Willard; 
Ellen  A.  was  twice  married  her  first  husband, 
J.  M.  Randall,  was  Assistant  Provost- Mar- 
shal during  the  civil  war,  and  died  in  this 
city  in  April,  in  18(55;  his  widow  afterwards 
married  W.  A.  Burton,  of  Sparta,  Wisconsin, 
who  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

The  parents  died  in  Ohio,  and  Geoi-ge  W. 
removed  to  La  Crosse  in  1856,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  his  trade.  He  enlisted  in 
the  First  Wisconsin  Battery  Light  Artillery 
in  September,  1861,  and  served  his  country 
over  three  years.  He  participated  in  the 
siege  of   Yickslmrt',  and    many  other    noted 


engagements;  he  was  with  Sherman  on  liis 
expedition  up  the  Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  was 
also  on  the  Red  River  expedition.  He  re- 
turned to  New  Orleans,  was  ordered  to  Baton 
Rouge,  and  engaged  in  several  raids  into  the 
interior  of  Louisiana;  when  his  term  of  ser- 
vice expired  he  came  by  the  steamer  Consti- 
tution, via  Elmira,  New  York,  as  a  guard  to 
several  hundred  Reljel  jtrisoners. 

He  was  married  January  5, 1865,  in  Xnrth 
Blandford,  ^lassachusetts,  to  Miss  Olive  L. 
Crosby,  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  K.  Crosliy, 
born  March  7,  1844.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
have  been  born  three  childi-en:  Nellie  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Emma  L.  and 
Gertrude  G.  Emma  is  a  milliner  and  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Trade  Palace,  La 
Crosse,  for  live  years;  she  is  also  an  artist, 
and  is  very  successful  in  interior  decorations. 

Mr.  Scott  has  been  engaged  in  the  finish- 
ing of  many  of  the  best  residences  in  La 
Crosse,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  those 
of  Mayor  Copeland,  Hon.  Alex.  McMillan, 
G.  C.  Hixon,  L  N.  Perry,  W.  W.Crosby  and 
James  Vincent.  He  finished  the  Gile  Block, 
the  La  Crosse  National  Bank  Block,  and  sev- 
eral other  important  business  houses.  He 
has  been  a  life-long  Republican,  and  is  a 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  an<l  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

fOHN  W.  JOHNSON.— Nowhere  in  La 
C'rosse  county  is  there  to  be  found  a  man 
of  more  energy,  determined  will  or  force 
of  character  than  Mr.  Johnson  possesses,  and 
no  agriculturist  is  deserving  of  greater  suc- 
cess in  the  conduct  and  management  of  his 
farm  than  he.  He  owns  what  is  known  as 
the  old  John  Clark  farm,  which  was  one  of 
the  first  farms  settled  in  the  neighborhood, 
which  contains  160  acres  of   well  locateil  and 
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fertile  land.  It  is  three  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  city  limits  of  La  Crosse,  and  on  it 
is  a  commodious  two-story  residence,  with 
laree  barns  and  other  out-buildings.  Of  this 
desirable  piece  of  property  he  has  been  the 
owner  since  1860.  He  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  April  29,  18B3,  a  son  of 
William  Johnson  and  grandson  of  John  John- 
son, the  latter  being  a  native  of  New  England 
and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Vermont,  enlisting 
from  that  State  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
one  of  the  famous  "  Green  Mountain  boys." 
William  Johnson  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Kent,  who  was  a  member  of  a  prominent 
family  of  Vermont.  She  was  l)orn  in  Orange 
county,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Kent,  who  was 
a  son  of  Colonel  Jacob  Kent,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  who  went  to  Orange  county,  Vermont, 
on  horseback,  carrying  cooking  utensils  with 
him  on  a  pack  horse.  William  Johnson  and 
his  wife  reared  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, the  following  members  of  which  family 
are  livincr;  Jesse  J.,  John  W.,  Eugene  and 
Ella  Cram.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  removed 
from  Vermont  to  Galena,  Illinois,  but  in 
1860  became  residents  of  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  The  father  was  born  January 
9,  1S04,  and  died  October  19, 1870.  His  wife 
was  born  March  15,  1804,  and  was  called 
from  life  in  1876.  John  W.  Johnson  was 
brought  up  on  a  Vermont  farm,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  Stale.  In  1855  he  went  to  Galena, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  in  business  for  some 
five  years,  but  he  has  since  resided  on  his 
present  farm.  lie  was  married  in  January, 
1865,  to  Miss  Adelaide  Tripj),  a  native  of 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  H.  A. 
Tripp,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Tripp,  a  native  of  New 
England.  Mrs.  Johnson's  mother  was  Mary 
Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  a  cousin  of  Colonel 


Ellsworth,  of  civil  war  fame.  H.  A.  Tripp 
and  family  came  to  La  Crosse  county  in  1857, 
the  mother  dying  here  on  the 20th  of  January, 

1877,  and  the  father  on  the  16th  of  January, 

1878.  He  had  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
and  politically  was  a  Republican  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  in  his  religious 
views.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  daugh- 
ters and  one  son:  Sarah,  Lovejoy,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  George,  Ellsworth,  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  and  Maria,  of  Greenville,  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Tripp  was  married  twice,  her  lirst  union 
being  to  Allen  Hawley,  by  whom  she  became 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Lavina  Barlow, 
of  La  Crosse,  and  Joel  Hawley,  of  Ohio. 
John  W.  Johnson  and  his  wife  have  three 
children :  Ellsworth  T.,  one  of  the  well  known 
young  men  of  the  township,  born  December 
2,  1867,  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  1890  and 
served  two  years;  Mary  Grace,  and  Agnes 
Pearl.  The  youngest  child,  Addie  Myrtle,  is 
deceased.  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  wheel 
horses  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Town  Board  seven  terms. 
He  has  also  filleil  the  position  of  school  trus- 
tee, in  which  he  acquitted  himself  with  credit. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity for  thirty  years.  His  wife  is  an  active 
Sabbath-school  worker,  and  the  management 
of  the  school  has  often  been  in  her  efficient 
hands.  The  family  are  intelligent  and  retined 
and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 


f  AS  PER  RICHARDSOX.— For  many 
years,  or  since  locating  in  La  Crosse 
county,  Mr.  Richardson  has  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  being  a  useful  and  law-abiding 
citizen,  and  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly 
posted  man  on  all  public  matters.  He  was 
born   near   Jamestown,    Chautauqua   county. 
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New  York,  June  9,  1832,  a  son  of  Freeman 
Richardson,  and  grandson  of  Hill  Richard- 
son, a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  Freeman 
Richardson  was  married  to  Rehecca  Smith, 
who  was  born  at  Ashlield,  Massachusetts,  in 
1808.  She  was  eight  years  of  age  when  her 
father  moved  to  New  York  State,  and  in  that 
State  she  was  educated  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood. Her  parents  were  Ebenezer  and  Keziah 
(Elder)  Su)ith,  and  her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Rev.  Caleb  Smith,  a  prominent  Baptist 
minister  of  the  East  for  many  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Richardson  came  to  La  Crosse 
county,  "Wisconsin,  in  1854,  and  were  resi- 
dents of  Campbell  township  until  their  deaths, 
the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  yeart., 
and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  in 
North  La  Crosse.  Of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  tlie  following  are  living: 
Jasper,  Matilda, of  Tomah,  Wisconsin;  Aman- 
da, wife  of  William  Purdy,  of  Barton  county, 
Missouri;  Squire  F.,  of  Chautauqua  county. 
New  York;  ifyra,  wife  of  James  Walters,  of 
Missouri;  and  Florilla,  wife  of  \7illiani  (-rear, 
of  North  La  Crosse. 

Jasper  Richardson  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  county,  but  in  1854  he 
went  to  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  S]ient  the 
winter  in  the  woods.  He  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  forty-two  acres  in  1870,  and 
on  this  he  has  a  comfortalde  residence  and 
out-buildings,  besides  which  he  owns  five 
acres  of  very  valuable  land  near  La  Crosse. 
His  farm  is  located  three  miles  from  Onalas- 
ka,  and  being  so  near  La  Crosse  is  worth 
considerable  money. 

He  was  married  November  21,  1859,  to 
Miss  M.  Holmes,  a  woman  whose  intelligence 
and  kindly  heart  liavc  won  her  a  host  of 
friends.  She  was  burn  in  Oswego  county. 
New  Y'ork,  aiid  when  six  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  her  parents  to  Ohio,  and  in  1847 
came  with  them  to  Fond  du   Lac,  Wisconsin. 


The  family  came  to  La  Crosse  county  in 
1854,  but  the  father  died  in  Fillmore  county, 
Minnesota,  when  sixty- seven  years  of  age, 
having  l)een  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
The  mother  was  called  froin  life  in  Lake 
county,  Dakota,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
They  reared  a  large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ricliardson:  Bertha  Alme- 
da,  Herbert  Franklin  and  Elmer.  Two  chil- 
dren are  deceased:  Flora,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  and  S(|uire  Freeman,  at  the 
age  of  two  years  and  eleven  months. 

Politically  Mr.  liichardson  is  a  Republi- 
can. He  is  a  memluT  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  has  lieen  class-leader,  and 
has  always  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion and  morality.  He  is  a  fraidc  and 
jovial  gentleman,  kind,  hospitable  and  char- 
itable, and  one  whom  it  does  one  good  to 
meet.  Personally  and  in  every  private  re- 
lation and  duty  of  life  he  has  been  liberal, 
genei'ijus  and  high-minded,  and  he  is  the 
soul  of  true  honor  and  unbounded  greatne?s 
of  heart.  He  has  the  instinct  and  training 
of  the  true  gentleman;  his  life  has  been  full 
of  kind  deeds,  and  it  can  trnly  be  said  of 
him  that  he  never  violated  a  friendship  nor 
forgot  a  kind  action  done  him. 


.*^=53|5c{=^^^ 


fOSEPll  BOUCIIEIl,  a  well-known  resi- 
lient of  West  l^a  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county, 
was  born  on  AVolfe  river,  near  Quebec,  Can- 
ada, in  1842,  and  is  of  French  descent.  His 
parents,  Anthony  and  Eli/:al)eth  (Dorris) 
Boucher,  were  natives  of  Canada,  where  they 
resided  for  many  years,  but  tinally  moved  to 
niinois,  where  the  father  received  his  tinal 
summons.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  in  St.  Mai'y's,  Blinois.     Jo- 
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seph  Boucher  was  reared  in  Canada,  taught 
the  arduous  duties  of  tlie  farm  at  an  early 
age,  and  received  but  a  limited  education. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  traveled  by  sea 
four  months,  visiting  Martinique  and  Jamaica 
Islands,  St.  Peter's,  Quebec  and  Montreal; 
then  spent  eighteen  months  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. In  lSf35  lie  went  to  Michigan,  thence 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  in  18P)6  he  came  to 
La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  is 
numbered  among  the  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful citizens.  He  has  worked  for  many 
years  in  the  pine  woods  and  on  the  river,  and 
has  inet  with  more  than  the  ordinary  degree 
of  success.  In  1890  he  built  a  fine  house, 
22  X  26  feet,  with  an  L  14  x  20  feet;  has  this 
well  furnished,  and  a  large  bay  window  is 
well  filled  with  lovely  plants.  He  has  a 
good  home,  and  besides  is  the  owner  of 
eighteen  valuable  lots  in  West  La  Crosse,  be- 
sides property  in  the  city.  He  was  married 
April  12,  1875,  at  La  Crosse,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Egan,  daughter  of  M.  C.  and  Eliza 
(Meltimore)  Egan,  prominent  settlers  of  the 
island.  Mrs.  Boucher  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  and  reared  in  Clinton  county. 
New  York.  The  two  living  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boucher  are:  Willie  Anthony, 
born  September  5,  1878,  and  Caroline  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  7,  1890.  They  lost  an  in- 
fant, Frank,  when  only  two  weeks  old.  In 
politics  Mr.  Boucher  is  a  Democrat,  and  he 
and  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic 
Church. 


_  AUL  McHUGH,  of  Onalaska  township, 
f  ^  ^^^  ^"■''"  '"  Springfield,  Ohio,  October 
^1  15,  1854,  son  of  P.ernard  McIIugh,  de- 
ceased, one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of 
La  Crosse  county.  Bernard  McHugh  was  a 
son  of  Bernard  and  Mary  McIIugh,  and,  like 


many  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Wisconsin, 
was  Ijoi'n  in  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  1827.  He  was  reared  in 
Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  America  he  was 
married,  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  to  Isabelle  Mel- 
lon, who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
neighborhood  with  her  husband.  She  was  a 
memlier  of  a  highly  res])ected  family,  was  a 
woman  of  much  strength  of  character,  and 
proved  herself  a  worthy  helpmate  to  her 
companion.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country 
Mr.  McHugh  located  at  Springfield,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  for 
some  three  or  four  years.  In  1856  he  came 
to  La  Crosse  county  and  settled  at  Onalaska, 
where  he  worked  in  a  mill  two  years.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  near 
Holmen.  By  his  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, and  by  the  able  assistance  of  his  sons, 
he  became  the  possessor  of  several  improved 
farms,  owning  in  all  1,170  acres.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  AVilliam,  Paul, 
James,  John,  Thomas,  Cornelius,  Mary,  wife 
of  Thomas  Heagney,  of  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Margaret,  Michel  and  Ellen.  Anna  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years.  Mrs.  McHugh  died 
in  1882,  and  Mr.  McHugh  survived  her  two 
years,  dying  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  Catholic 
in  religion. 

Paul  McHngh  was  only  two  years  old 
when  his  parents  located  in  this  county,  and 
on  the  old  homesteail  be  spent  his  boyhood 
days  and  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  at  Gales- 
ville  Academy.  Since  1876  he  has  resided 
on  his  present  farm,  wliich  consists  of  260 
acres,  and  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Ona- 
laska township.  He  has  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence, two  large  barns  and  other  substantial 
farm  improvements.  Everything  is  arranged 
with  reference  to  convenience,  and  is  ke]>t  in 
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the  best,  of  order,  the  general  appearance  of 
the  premises  indicating  thrift  and  prosperity. 
Mr.  McIIiigli  devotes  liis  time  to  general 
fanning  and  stock-raising,  keeping  a  good 
breed  of  hogs  and  both  draught  and  driving 
horses. 

He  was  married  in  February,  1881,  to 
Miss  Ida  Campbell,  veho  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Jolin  Camp- 
bell, of  tills  county.  They  have  six  children: 
Cecelia,  Agnes,  Margaret,  AValter,  Marcella 
and  John. 

Mr.  Mcllugh  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  has  served  two  years  as  town  clerk,  and  is 
now  serving  his  third  year  as  chairman  of 
the  Town  Board.  Althougii  comparatively  a 
young  man,  he  is  ranked,  socially,  politically 
and  financially,  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  La  Crosse  county. 


fOHN  BANKER,  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar of  the  city  officials  of  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  is  an  American  citizen  by 
adoption,  his  native  country  being  Germany. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  IS-l-l,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Lickofl'j  Banker,  both  of 
whom  lived  and  died  in  the  old  country.  Tiie 
father  was  a  brewer  by  occupation,  and  was 
master  of  the  business  in  all  its  details.  He 
and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Germany,  receiving  that  strict 
mental  training  chai-acteristic  of  the  German 
nation.  After  his  school  days  were  ended 
he  went  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade,  and 
worked  at  the  trade  until  1876,  when  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  determined 
to  seek  out  the  fortune  that  the  New  World 
might  have  in  store  for  him.     lie  settled  tii-st 


at  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
work  for  two  years;  then  he  spent  one  year 
in  Washington,  and  about  two  years  in  Da- 
kota. In  1884  lie  came  to  La  Crosse,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  governmcMit.  He  was  superintendent  of 
the  sewers  and  city  works,  and  in  Ajiril, 
1891,  he  was  appointed  health  officer  for  tlie 
city  for  a  term  of  two  years.  Politically  lie 
is  independent,  supporting  those  men  and 
measures  which  he  esteems  of  the  highest  in- 
terest to  the  city  and  country.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  an  officer 
of  the  order  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
capacity  of  a  public  officer  he  has  discliarged 
all  his  duties  with  a  strict  fidelity  that  has 
won  the  confidence  of  the  citizens,  and  given 
him  high  rank  among  his  bi'otlier  officers. 

Mr.  Banker  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss 
Barbara  Bower,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Emma  Bower,  formerly  of  Chicago,  but  now 
deceased.  One  child  has  blessed  this  union, 
a  son  named  William. 


^ETER  STRi;:\I  THOMPSON,   who    is 

f"'  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  the 
corner  of  Kane  and  Gillette  streets,  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  at  Strommen  i 
Kvadfjords  Prestejeld,  Senjens  Fogderi, 
Tromso  Stiff,  Norway,  April  12,  1854,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Maren  (Jermiasenj  Peterson, 
also  natives  of  Norway.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  fisherman  by  occupation,  and 
passed  all  his  days  in  the  old  country;  his 
death  occurred  in  18U0,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years;  the  mother  has  attained  the  age 
of  three  score  years,  and  still  i-esides  in 
Norway. 

Ml'.  Thompson  acquired  an  education  from 
from  the  age  of  seven  to  fifteen  years,  and 
before  he  left  school  he  was  confirmed  in  the 
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Lutheran  Church;  the  next  six  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  vvitli  his  father  in  farminir, 
fishing  and  trading  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

In  1876  he  determined  to  emigrate  to 
America,  and  see  what  fortune  was  held  for 
him  in  the  New  World.  He  bade  farewell 
to  his  own  pine-clad  liills,  to  his  home  and 
fnends,  and  sailed  away  across  the  sea  to  a 
strange  land,  a  strange  people  and  a  strange 
tongue.  The  first  three  montlis  in  the 
United  States  were  occupied  with  farm  work 
in  Wisconsin ;  the  first  winter  he  attended 
school  in  Lewis  valley  where  he  made  rapid 
progress  in  the  langauge  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  next  engaged  in  rafting, 
and  worked  for  eight  years  on  the  river, 
the  last  four  years  being  in  the  employ  of 
one  man. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  first  misfor- 
tune overtook  him,  as  his  health  failed  and 
he  was  obliged  to  give  himself  a  long  va- 
cation during  1887.  Li  1888  he  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  has  met  with 
gratifying  success.  He  is  possessed  of  ex- 
cellent ability,  and  of  that  perseverance  which 
accomplishes  an  object  in  spite  of  many  ob- 
stacles. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
of  the  great  prohibition  movement  in  this 
country,  and  has  been  most  zealous  in  his  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  tliat  class  of  humanity  en- 
chained through  the  liquor  traffic. 

/^EORGE  W.  MANSERGH  has  been 
\vfflT  iiJentified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
'W^  of  La  Crosse  county  since  1855.  He 
was  born  at  Stanstead,  Province  of  Quebec, 
December  25,  1836.  His  father,  Lewis 
Mansergh,  was  a  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Stodard)  Mansergh.  Lewis  Mansergh  mar- 
ried   Mary    Ann    Atkinson,    a    daughter    of 


Moses  and  Sarah  (Bartlett)  Atkinson,  and 
they  reared  a  family  of  four  children:  George 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Christopher, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war;  Emily  and 
Lewis,  lioth  residents  of  St.  Paul.  The  father 
removed  to  Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  about 
1856,  and  died  there,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years;  the  mother  still  survives  and  lives  in 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  George  W.  lived  in 
Canada  until  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  and 
then  went  to  Chittenden  county,  Vermont, 
where  he  followed  farm  life  until  1855.  In 
that  year,  as  before  stated,  he  came  to  La 
Crosse,  and  in  1867  purchased  the  farm  on 
whicli  he  now  lives;  it  was  then  partially  im- 
proved, but  the  present  substantial,  con- 
venient and  roomy  buildings  were  erected  by 
him.  In  1882  and  1888  he  expended  $3,300 
in  improvements,  and  has  one  of  the  most 
attractive  homes  in  the  township  of  Farm- 
ington.  The  farm  consists  of  160  acres  of 
fine,  fertile  land,  100  acres  being  in  the  val- 
ley; the  old  dwelling  is  used  for  the  storing 
of  tools,  having  been  replaced  by  a  modern 
structure  of  a  most  tasteful  style  of  architect- 
ure. The  barns  and  sheds  are  of  the  same 
substantial  character  as  the  residence.  Mr. 
Mansergh  carries  on  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness, and  gives  special  attention  to  the  dairy- 
ing. 

In  1859,  Scpteml)er  17,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Eleanor  Hewitt,  who  has  pi-oven  a  most 
worthy  help-meet.  She  was  born  at  Hull, 
near  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Eleanor  (Barton)  Hewitt,  highly 
respected  pioneers  of  La  Crosse  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mansergh  have  been  born  six 
children:  Lewis  James  has  been  in  the  United 
States  mail  service  five  years;  Eleanor  Eliza, 
wife  of  William  McAdams;  Marion,  George 
Arthur,  Emily  Jane  and  Clara  Eveline.  The 
children    have  received  a    liberal   education. 
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and  have  been  well  equipped  for  the  duties  of 
life. 

Mr.  Mansergh  affiliates  with  the  Deiiio- 
cratic  party,  and  talces  a  lively  interest  in  the 
issues  of  that  body.  He  is  a  liberal  contrib- 
utor to  tlie  support  of  all  religious  and  edu- 
cational movements  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  the  entire  community. 


fOM  PAUL  GEAR,  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
same,  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  Enojland 
June  3,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Jane  (Paul)  Gear,  natives  also  of  that  coun- 
try. The  family  left  England  in  1844  and 
sailed  for  America,  first  locating  in  Milwau- 
kee, "Wisconsin,  and  later  settled  in  Wauke- 
sha county  of  this  State.  There  the  father 
died  when  Tom  was  but  six  years  of  age,  and 
left  another  child,  Matthew  William,  who  is 
now  a  grocer  of  North  La  Crosse.  The 
mother  was  afterward  married  twice,  first  to 
a  Mr.  Look,  who  lived  but  one  year,  and  then 
James  Gay,  now  an  old  soldier.  They  now 
live  on  a  farm  in  Lewis  valley,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Gear  was  reared  in  Waukesha  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  was  early  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  farm  life.  lie  received  but  a  lim- 
ited education,  and  after  growing  up  spent 
one  season  in  the  pine  woods  of  Northern 
Wisconsin.  He  came  on  his  present  farm  in 
1869,  and  as  this  joins  the  city  limits  it  is 
very  valual)le.  He  has  a  roomy  and  very 
convenient  house,  and  his  barns  and  out 
buildings  are  kept  up  in  good  shape.  He 
also  owns  forty  acres  of  good  land  in  Clark 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  more  land  in  Lewis 
valley.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Jane  Pratt,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
who  bore  him  one  daughter,  Clara  Augusta. 


(The  latter  died  at  a  little  over  six  years  of 
age.)  His  second  marriage  occurred  in  1877, 
to  Miss  Margaret  A.  Kern,  an  intelligent 
lady  of  a  good  family,  who  is  a  native  of 
Boone  county,  Indiana.  She  is  the  dauo-hter 
of  Jesse  and  Mary  E.  (Beck)  Kern,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Indi- 
ana. Mr.  Kern  died  in  Boone  county, 
Indiana,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Clark  county,  Wisconsin. 
She  was  l)orn  in  1829.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gear's 
marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children:  Jessie  Maud,  Myrtle  May,  William 
Arthur,  Ethel  Adella  and  Ruby  Belle.  Mr. 
Gear  is  a  Republican  in  politics  but  lias 
never  aspired  for  office,  preferring  the  peace- 
ful life  of  the  farm  instead.  He  is  genial 
and  hospitable,  and  has  a  host  of  warm 
friends.  He  delights  in  hunting  and  has 
killed  many  dear  and  one  bear  in  La  Crosse 
county. 


fHOMAS  BARCLAY,  of  Earmington 
township,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
-,r  highly  respected  citizens  of  La  Crosse 
county.  He  came  here  in  1857,  and  has 
since  made  this  place  his  home. 

Mr.  Barclay  dates  his  birth  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  February  7,  1836.  His  parents, 
William  and  Catherine  (Granger)  Barclay, 
were  both  natives  of  Ayrshire,  and  passed 
their  lives  and  died  in  Scotland.  They  had 
a  family  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  Thomas  Barclay  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land,  remaining  there 
until  he  reached  his  majority.  March  26, 
1857,    he  set  sail    from    Liverpool    for    New 
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York,  from  there  coming  West  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin.  After  living  in  La  Crosse  two  years 
he  moved  to  Trempealean  county  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  Hamlin,  townsiiip  of  Galesville, 
where  he  lived  until  1870.  That  year  he 
bought  his  present  property  in  Farmingtou 
township,  this  county,  of  Angus  Cameron. 
Here  he  owns  120  acres  of  well  improved 
land;  has  a  comfortable  frame  house,  good 
barn,  other  outbuildings,  etc. 

November  2,  1860,  Mr.  Barclay  wedded 
Agnes  Oliver,  a  native  of  Kilmarnock.  Scot- 
land, and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Allen)  Oliver.  She  was  live  years  of  age 
when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Galesville,  Trempea- 
leau county,  Wisconsin,  where  she  grew  up, 
and  was  educated.  Her  father  died  in  1888, 
and  her  mother  is  still  living,  at  Galesville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay  had  seven  children 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Mary, 
wife  of  Frank  Hobbs,  died  February  19,  1892, 
aged  thirty-one  years;  Kate,  wife  of  James 
Hicks;  Jennie,  wife  of  George  Hicks  —all  of 
Farmington  township;  Agnes,  at  home;  and 
Mabel,  wife  of  Ed  Stilson,  of  Jackson  county, 
Wisconsin.  Those  deceased  are  Ellen,  who 
was  born  in  1870  and  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years,  and  William,  born  in  1876,  died  in  his 
ninth  year.  Mrs.  Barclay  departed  this  life 
in  1876.  In  1878  Mr.  Barclay  married 
Fethrine  Larson,  a  native  of  JNorway. 


I^EORGE  A.  nOSMEB,  farmer.  La 
mW  Crosse,  Wisconsin. — Mr.  Hosmer  is  a 
W''  firm  believer  in  the  soil  upon  which  he 
was  born,  having  remained  in  this  country 
since  his  birth.  His  occupation  is  that  of 
farming  and  in  this  he  has  been  unusually 
successful.  He  was  born  on  his  present  farm, 
in  Shelby  township,  in  1857,  and  was  the  son 


of  Jolin  F.  and  Harriet  M.  (Goodrich)  Hosmer, 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  parents 
came  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1851, 
and  the  father  followed  farming  in  Lewis 
valley  until  the  spring  of  1^52,  when  he  took 
up  a  claim  in  section  26,  which  is  now  owned 
by  his  son,  George  A.  Hosmer.  This  he  im- 
proved in  every  way  and  the  following  year 
was  married  to  Miss  Goodrich.  He  was  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  township 
and  held  various  offices  in  the  same.  He  was 
a  successful  agriculturist,  a  good  business 
man,  and  was  well  liked  by  his  townsmen. 
He  moved  to  West  Point,  Mississippi,  in 
1888,  and  there  he  now  resides.  George  A. 
Hosmer  received  a  fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon-schools of  LaCrosse  county  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  engaged  in  milling.  This  he  fol- 
lowed for  ten  years  at  La  Crosse  and  other 
places,  and  was  then  in  the  feed  business  in 
La  Crosse  for  two  years;  in  1890  he  moved  to 
his  father's  place,  and  is  working  it  for  him. 
In  1887  Mr.  Hosmer  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Oehier,  whose  parents,  Godfred  and  Mar- 
guerette  Oehier,  vfere  natives  of  Saxony  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Oehier  located  in  La  Crosse  county 
and  there  they  have  resided  ever  since,  the 
father  engaged  in  milling.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hosmer  have  but  one  child,  a  bright  little 
girl  named  Gertrude.  Mr.  Hosmer  is  Di- 
rector of  his  selK)ol  district,  is  one  of  the 
leading  young  citizens  of  the  town,  and  is 
well  thought  of  by  all.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

fUNCAN    McINTOSII.  an  honored  citi- 
zen of    La   Crosse   county,   Wisconsin, 
first  came  to  this  section  of  country  in 
1852,  when  he  took  up  a  Government  claim. 
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He  is  a  native  of  Scutlaiid,  born  on  the  Cale- 
donia canal,  fourteen  miles  west  of  Inverness, 
June  22,  1822.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and 
and  Eebecca  (McMillan)  Mcintosh,  who  were 
born,  reared,  married  and  died  in  the  same 
parish.  The  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
and  in  his  religious  faith  was  a  Presbyterian. 
Duncan  Mcintosh  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  work  at  the  stone  mason's 
trade;  he  served  an  apprenticeship,  and  later 
worked  in  the  South  of  Scotland. 

The  New  World  presenting  many  attrac- 
tions and  advantages,  he,  in  company  with  his 
brotlier  John,  sailed  across  the  sea  to  the 
United  States,  and  after  landing  went  to  El- 
mira,  JSew  Y(jrk,  where  they  both  found 
work;  they  did  stone  work  on  the  New 
York  *t  Erie  railroad,  and  afterward  went 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  they  worked  on 
bridges  and  culverts.  John  Mcintosh  was 
for  many  years  in  the  marble  business 
in  New  York,  and  died  in  that  State, 
in  ISOO.  In  1854  our  subject  settled  on 
the  land  which  he  had  secured  two  years 
previous,  and  for  thirty-seven  years  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  county.  He  has  an 
excellent  farm,  consisting  of  225  acres,  well 
improved  with  substantial  and  convenient 
buildings.  All  the  surroundings  bespeak 
that  thrift  and  prosperity  which  are  charac- 
teristic of  the  Scotch  people. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Elmira,  New  York,  when  thirty-three  years 
of  age,  to  Miss  Harriet  Down,  who  has  been 
a  most  worthy  help- meet.  She  was  born  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  May,  1837, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Intyre)  Down;  the  father  was  a  native  of 
Glastonbury,  England,  and  the  mother  was 
born  at  Glasgow,  Scotland;  the  father  is  de- 
ceased, but  the  mother  survives,  at  the  age 
of    seven-fiiur     years.      Francis     Down,    a 


brother  of  Mrs.  Mcintosh,  was  a  well-known 
and  popular  citizen  here  for  niany  years; 
he  is  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Santa   Fe,  New  Mexico. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Mcintosh  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  James  is  a  resident  of  Wood 
county,  Wisconsin;  he  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, the  first  wife  being  Miss  Emma  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  S.  L.  Hall  of  West  Salem;  one 
daughter  was  born  of  this  union,  Lillie  Pearl; 
the  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  May  Math- 
ewson,  who  bore  him  a  son.  Earl,  who  is  now 
six  years  of  age;  these  children  both  live 
with  their  grandparents:  Henry  Alga,  the 
second  son  of  our  subject  and  wife,  is  a 
merchant  and  Postmaster  of  Burr  Oak;  he 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Mcintosh  & 
Rhyme,  general  merchants  of  Burr  Oak; 
they  occupy  a  store-room  under  the  town 
hall,  and  enjoy  a  good  trade;  the  two  chil- 
dren who  are  deceased  are:  Mary,  born  in 
April,  1861,  and  died  August  25,  1802,  and 
William,  who  died  in  Duluth,  Minnesota, 
November  14,  1883;  he  was  l»orn  July  16, 
1864, and  was  ayoungmanof  rare  promise;  he 
was  possessed  of  many  fine  traits  of  charac- 
ter, and  his  death  was  a  sad  blow  to  his  fam- 
ily and  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  has  always  given  a  liberal 
support  to  those  educational  and  religious 
movements  which  have  for  their  object  the 
uplifting  and  upbuilding  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  adheres  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  his  sons  vote  the 
same  ticket. 


fACOB  PFAFF  is  one  of  the  progressive 
agriculturists  of  Farmington  township. 
La  Crosse  county,  and  is  a  loyal  citizen 
of  his  adopted  country.  Ele  is  a  native  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  born  September  14,  1844, 
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and  is  a  son  of  AVilliam  and  Margaret  (Stor- 
andt)  Pfaff,  natives  of  the  same  country.  It 
was  during  his  childhood  that  his  parents 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Walworth 
county,  "Wisconsin.  The  mother  died  a  few 
months  later,  and  the  father  was  married  a 
second  tiine;  by  the  first  wife  five  children 
were  liorn,  two  of  whom  are  living;  by  the 
second  marriage  there  were  eight  children 
born,  five  of  whom  survive.  William  Pfatf 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  followed  that 
calling  during  his  residence  in  Wisconsin. 
Politically  he  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  his  religious  faith 
he  was  a  Lutheran. 

Jacob  I'faff  was  reared  in  Walworth  county, 
near  Lake  Geneva,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  In  1863  he  came  to 
La  Crosse  county  and  settled  near  Burr  Oak, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming;  he  spent  sev- 
eral winters  in  the  pine  woods  and  three 
seasons  on  the  drive. 

Before  the  civil  war  was  ended  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  stationed  for  a  time  at 
Fort  Leavenworth;  he  served  until  August, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  He  then  returned  to 
La  Crosse  county,  taking  up  his  old  vocation, 
which  he  followed  here  until  1872;  in  that 
year  he  went  to  Jackson  county  and  improved 
a  farm  uear  Melrose;  at  the  end  of  five  years 
he  came  back  to  La  Crosse  county  and  lo- 
cated on  his  present  farm.  This  consists  of 
160  acres,  and  is  well  imj)roved  with  all  the 
necessary  buildings  for  systematic  agricul- 
ture. Mr.  Pfafi^  carries  on  a  general  farming 
business,  giving  special  attention  to  dairying; 
he  has  a  stone  milk-hou.se  and  is  well  equip- 
ped for  this  branch  of  business. 

( )n  July  2,  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Cornelia  Tepeek,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Catherine  (Kesler)  Tepeek.      Mrs.   Pfaff 


was  born  at  Bedford,  Westchester  county, 
New  York,  and  was  but  four  years  of  age 
when  her  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Walworth  county,  where  she  grew 
to  womanhood  and  was  educated.  Her  par- 
ents removed  to  this  county  in  1871  and 
settled  in  Lewis  valley. 

In  his  political  opinions  Mr.  Pfaff  is  a 
Democrat,  but  at  times  casts  his  vote  for  the 
man  who  is  best  fitted,  in  his  estimation,  to 
fill  the  oflice  regardless  of  politics.  He  has 
l)een  supervisor  of  the  township,  and  was  an 
efficient  officer.  He  is  a  member  of  Nelson 
Quiggle  Post,  No.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  organization. 

In  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests, 
Mr.  Pfaff  has  for  eleven  seasons  run  a  thresh- 
ing-macliine,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
this  industry. 


fOSEPH  RICHMOND,  farmer,  Onalaska, 
Wisconsin. — There  is  probably  no  man 
within  the  limits  of  La  Crosse  county. 
Wisconsin,  who  is  more  extensively  engaged 
in  farming  than  Mr.  Richmond,  and  through- 
out a  residence  of  nearly  forty  years  here  he 
has  become  well  known  as  a  man  of  progress- 
ive spirit,  energy  and  clear  perception.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  James  Richmond,  a  native 
of  Canada,  and  the  grandson  of  James  Rich- 
mond who  was  an  Englishman.  The  grand- 
mother.  Miss  Savard,    was  a    native 

of  Canada.  John  James  Richmond  was 
married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss  Ufroi- 
sine  Boivert,  also  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  John,  who  is  now  a  prominent  old 
settler  of  La  Crosse;  Mrs.  Matilda  Marco, 
died  in  Campbell  township.  La  Crosse  county, 
in  1888;  Mrs.  Orrilla  Martel,  wife  of  Cam- 
mell  Martell,  and  Joseph,  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch.  The  parents  of  these  children  came 
to  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  in  1837,  and  the 
niotlier  died  in  this  State,  December  11, 1874, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  four.  She  was  a  devont 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  After  her 
death,  the  father  married  again.  He  is  now 
living  on  French  Island  and  is  eiglity-seven 
years  of  age.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father, Mitchell  Boivert,  was  also  a  native  of 
Canada.  Joseph  Richmond  was  born  in 
Tiiree  Rivers  county,  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
October  22,  1836,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  country. 
He  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the 
farm  at  an  early  age,  and  in  1854  came  to 
La  Crosse  connty,  where  he  worked  on  the 
river  for  si.x  years.  He  saved  his  money  and 
subsequently  bought  147  acres  of  laud  where 
lie  now  resides,  paying  $10  per  acre  for  the 
same.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  600  acres, 
and  has  one  of  the  beet  farms  in  La  Crosse 
county.  •  This  is  situated  two  miles  from  La 
Crosse  and  the  fine,  two-story  residence  and 
the  comfortable  and  substantial  out- buildings 
add  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  place. 
He  is  a  prominent  stock-raiser  also  and  has 
some  fine  Jersey  cattle,  good  horses,  and 
sheep. 

Mr.  Richmond  was  married  October  13, 
1861,  in  La  Crosse  county,  to  Miss  Deli  mas 
Morin,  a  native  of  Quebec,  and  tlie  daughter 
of  Frank  and  J.  (Martell)  Morin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morin  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
living  children:  Frank,  Pertetua,  Julia,  Ed- 
ward, Leonard,  Delimas  and  Emma.  Mr. 
Morin  died  in  1872  and  his  wife  received  her 
final  summons  in  May,  1876.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richmond  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren, four  now  living:  Emma,  wife  of  George 
Perus  of  Onalaska;  Matilda,  wife  of  Charles 
Asselin  of  Campbell  township;  Alvina,  wife 
of  Frank  Kiezer  of  Onalaska;  and  John  D., 
attending  the  St.  John  University  at  flollefe- 


viJle,  Minnesota.  The  three  children  de- 
ceased were:  Leo  died  at  eight  years  of  age; 
George  died  at  the  age  of  si.x  years,  and 
Davie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Mr. 
Richmond  advocates  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  served  as  Super- 
visor in  the  town  board  for  twenty  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and 
one  of  its  liberal  sii])porters.  He  came  on 
the  island  when  there  were  but  three  log 
houses,  and  is  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  is 
progressive  and  enterprising  and  takes  a  de- 
cided interest  in  religious  and  educational 
matters. 

I^ON.  JOHN  DAWSON.— Among  the 
1 1^  representative  and  esteemed  citizens  of 
"^(1  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  there  is 
probably  no  one  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  Mr.  Dawson,  whose  residence  within  its 
borders  has  extended  over  a  period  of  forty 
years.  During  this  time  he  has  served  in 
various  official  capacities  and  always  with 
such  satisfactory  results  that  naught  but 
words  of  commendation  has  been  bestowed 
upon  him.  He  was  born  in  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, May  20,  1882,  to  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Brook)  Dawson,  and  with  them  emigrated  to 
America  in  1840,  and  settled  in  the  wilds  of 
Wisconsin  Territory.  They  entered  Govern- 
ment land  near  Raymond  Center,  [lacine 
county,  and  there  the  father  and  mother  re- 
sided until  their  respective  deaths,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  and  sixty-five  years.  Joseph 
Dawson  was  a  merchant  in  England,  but  de- 
voted his  attention  to  agriculture  after  settling 
in  Wisconsin.  He  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  ilethodist  Church  and  reared  their  eight 
children  to  honest  and  useful  manhooil  and 
womanhood. 

John   is  the  only  one  of  these  childi-en  liv- 
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ino;  in  La  Crosse  county.  He  was  eight 
years  of  age  when  liis  parents  located  iu  Ra- 
cine county,  and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  clearing  the  liome  farm,  his  school  days 
being  very  few  and  far  between.  They  com- 
prised a  period  of  only  a  few  weeks  and  were 
spent  in  the  typical  log  schoolhouse  of  early 
times.  lie  was,  however,  very  observing  and 
quick  to  embrace  new  ideas,  and  in  the  thor- 
ough, if  hard,  school  of  experience  he  imbibed 
lessons  of  honesty,  industry  and  frugality 
which  have  been  of  material  benefit  to  him  in 
his  later  career.  Upon  coming  to  La  Crosse 
county,  he  obtained  some  Government  land 
upon  which  he  chopped,  and  sold  wood  for  a 
number  of  years,  then  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  in  1864  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  is  now  residing,  which  consists  of  300 
acres, — one  of  the  best  farms  in  La  Crosse 
county.  His  residence  is  a  very  comfortable 
and  pleasant  one,  well  furnished  in  modern 
style,  is  surrounded  by  beautiful  shade  trees, 
and  in  summer  the  lawn  is  dotted  with  beds 
of  beautiful  flowers.  His  outbuildings  are 
ot  the  most  substantial  and  modern  descrip- 
tion: he  has  a  fine  building  location  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  shows  that  Mr.  Dawson 
is  a  man  of  discrimination,  practical  views 
and  tlirift. 

He  was  married  April  26,  1863,  in  this 
county,  to  Miss  Christina  Stumphf,  who  has 
been  to  her  husband  a  help  mate  indeed.  She 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  to  Michael 
and  Mary  (Stark)  Stumphf,  both  native  Ger- 
mans, who  settled  in  Tennsylvania  when 
young,  and  were  there  married.  The  father 
died  in  that  State,  when  Mrs.  Dawson  was  a 
child,  succeeding  whieli  the  widowed  mother 
came  with  her  daughter  to  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1856,  and  was  here  called  from 
life  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Dawson 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Pennsylvania,  un- 
til twelve   years  of  age.     She  has  borne  Mr. 


Dawson  four  children:  Wesley  John,  born 
February  8,  1809,  assists  his  father  on  the 
home  farm;  Lydia  C.  was  born  October  31, 
1870;  Sidney  Joseph  was  born  December 
7,  1878;  and  one  child,  Arthur,  died  in 
infanc}'. 

Mr.  Dawson  is  an  enthusiastic  Democrat 
and  has  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Town  Treasurer  and  Clerk,  Chairman 
of  the  Town  Board  for  twelve  years  and  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
a  number  of  years.  It  was  through  his  influ- 
ence and  labor  that  the  asylum  was  located 
at  West  Salem,  and  he  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  erection  of  the  jail  on 
its  present  site.  He  has  long  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  wheel  horses  of  his  party 
and  in  1883  his  numerous  friends  and  ad- 
mirers elected  him  to  the  State  Legislature  by 
a  majority  of  1,300  over  Dan  Shane,  the 
Republican  nominee.  He  was  honored  by  a 
I'e-election  in  1890,  with  a  majority  of  forty- 
six  over  William  Smith,  Republican. 

He  is  plain  and  unpretentious  in  manners, 
and  while  not  aggressive  in  opinion,  nor  dis- 
posed to  be  disputatious,  yet  he  has  most 
emphatically  a  "mind  of  his  own,"  with  the 
moral  courage  to  express  it  when  occasion  so 
demands.  Such  men  as  Mr.  Dawson  make 
model  American  citizens,  for  he  is  of  that 
moral  and  personal  integrity,  and  clear,  well- 
balanced,  active  intelligence,  which  adorn  the 
private  station  and  make  and  keep  the  public 
service  pure. 


PP.  SMITH  is  nutnbered  among  the 
solid  business  men  of  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
**  cousin,  and  is  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Cameron  House,  the  firni  being  Fox  & 
Smith.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
near  Wooster,  April  10,  1829,  and  his  parents, 
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Asa  and  Laura  Smith,  were  both  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  They  came  to 
Oliio  in  1812,  resided  in  Wayne  county  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  1850  came  to  Fond- 
du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  The  father  was  a  man 
of  good  business  qualiOcations,  and  was  in 
every  way  a  worthy  citizen.  He  was  origin- 
ally a  farmer,  but  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
dealt  in  real  estate  and  loaned  money.  His 
death  occurred  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  D.  P. 
Smith,  the  eldest  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive State  and  learned  the  trade  of  silversmith 
in  Manstield,  Ohio.  He  has  been  in  the 
hotel  business  for  over  thirty  years,  first  in 
Faribault,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained 
many  years,  going  there  in  1856.  In  1881 
he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  with  Mr.  Fox  since  that 
time.  They  do  the  leading  business  in  the 
city,  and  are  pleasant,  agreeable  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Smith  was  County  Treasurer  of  Ilice 
county,  Minnesota,  for  four  years  (two  terms) 
and  his  official  record  was  very  satisfactory. 
He  could  have  had  the  office  another  term 
had  he  remained.  Mr.  Smith  selected  as  his 
companion  in  life  Miss  Adalaide  S.  Beane, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beane,  whose  hus- 
band died  when  Adalaide  was  but  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  their  union  was  celebrated  in 
1857.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been 
born  three  children:  Laura  B.,  Mary  A.  and 
Fredrick  B.,  all  of  whom  have  received  a  thor- 
ough education.  Laura  B.  resides  in  La 
Crosse,  and  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Cunning- 
ham, who  is  Superintendent  of  the  Burlington 
&  Northern  Kailroad.  Mary  A.  resides  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  is  the  wife  of 
W.  B.  Chandler,  who  is  traveling  passenger 
agent  for  the  "  Soo  "  Railroad.  They  have 
two  children:  Malcolm  D.  and  Gertrude  B. 
Fredrick  B.  Smith  resides  in  St.  Paul,  and  is 
book  keeper  for  the  tii'm  of  Baupre,  Keouij;h 


&  Co.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  Faribault.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  liepublican  and  an  ardent  one.  Ener- 
getic in  his  business,  amiat)le  in  disposition 
and  courteous  in  manner,  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of 
the  popular  men  of  the  county,  and  has  won 
a  host  of  warm  friends. 


fOlIN  M.  BECK,  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  North  La  Crosse,  is  a 
Scandinavian  by  birth,  but  a  loyal  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  He  was  l)orn  in 
Norway,  June  24,  1854,  and  there  acquired 
his  education.  When  he  went  into  business 
he  embarked  in  the  grocery  trade  which  he 
carried  on  until  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1881.  After  arriving  in  this  country  he 
came  to  the  West,  and  after  a  year's  residence 
in  Minnesota,  bought  a  farm  in  that  State 
which  he  cultivated  one  year,  selling  it  at  the 
end  of  tliat  time.  lie  tben  removed  to 
Dakota  and  purchased  a  farm  there  on  whicii 
he  lived  three  years.  Disposing  of  this  prop- 
erty he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  and  for  one 
year  was  variously  employed.  He  began 
dealing  in  real  estate,  and  in  this  he  has  been 
very  successful;  he  has  also  done  some  build- 
ing, and  owns  a  number  of  houses,  whicli  he 
rents.  He  is  agent  for  the  Ilamlnirg  &  Brem- 
en Insurance  Company,  is  Notary  Public, 
and  does  a  large  conveyance  business.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
men  of  the  city,  and  is  recognized  in  business 
circles  as  one  of  the  telling  forces  in  any  move- 
ment or  cause  which  he  esjwuses. 

Mr.  Beck  was  united  in  marriage  in  1880 
to  Miss  Chonradine  Petersen,  whose  parents 
lived  and  died  in  the  old  country.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Beck  ha\e  been  born  six  cljildi'en, 
three  of  whom  arc  living:  Alton,  Catliiiiska 
and  Ilenniiig.      In  the  year  188(3  three  of  the 


BIOGRAPHICAL    BISTORT. 


children  died  within  a  short  space  of  time  of 
the  dread  diphtheria;  this  was  a  sad  loss  to 
the  fond  father  and  mother,  requiring  all  the 
fortitude  and  courage  of  their  natures  to 
endure.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  are  possessed 
of  many  excellent  traits,  and  are  among 
the  most  popular  residents  of  North  La 
Crosse. 


J^THAN  ROBERTS,  an  intelligent  farmer 
IfflL  and  dairyman  of  Farmington  township, 
"oH  has  resided  here  since  1855.  He  was 
born  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  April  24, 
1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Cynthia 
(Laphain)  Roberts,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  Elisha  Roberts  was  a  sou  of 
Noah  Roberts,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  Elisha  Roberts  died  in 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  October  13,  1891, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

Ethan  Roberts  was  seven  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Wayne  county, 
Michigan.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  and  select  schools,  and  was  engaged 
in  teaching  for  several  years  in  Michigan. 
after  which  he  traveled  quite  extensively  in 
the  Northwest,  and  visited  his  brother-in- 
law,  Luther  Downer  and  family,  in  Lewis 
valley.  La  Crosse  county,  in  the  spring  of 
1852. 

July  27,  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sarah  W.  Dana,  at  Milford,  Michi- 
gan. Mrs.  Roberts  was  born  at  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  March  14,  1828,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Clara  (Benton) 
Dana.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Ama- 
riah  Dana,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  who  rendered  gallant  service  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  Ticonderoga.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  was  Timothy  Benton,  who  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.      Mrs.  Rob- 


erts was  a  successful  teacher  for  many  terms, 
both  in  Massachusetts  and  in  Michigan,  and 
is  a  well-informed  and  practical  woman. 

Mr.  Roberts  first  settled  on  section  22, 
range  5,  but  is  now  living  on  section  24, 
range  7.  He  has  159  acres  of  choice,  well- 
watered  laud.  His  cheese  is  of  very  fine 
quality,  and  commands  the  highest  market 
price.  He  has  held  many  town  offices,  among 
which  was  that  of  chairman  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  three  sons: 
E.  Dana,  born  in  1854;  George  C,  born  in 
1857;  and  Fred  L.,  born  in  1862. 

They  have  a  very  comfortalile,  convenient 
and  pleasant  home,  in  a  quiet,  peaceable 
neighborhood. 

;^EORGE  E.  BRIGGS,  an  intelligent  and 
Mw  enterprising  man  of  Holland  township, 
^£^  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  his  birth  occurring  in 
Erie  county  on  the  22d  of  June,  1858.  He 
is  the  son  of  George  W.  Briggs,  the  grand- 
son of  Thomas  M.  Briggs,  and  the  great 
grandson  of  Captain  Ethan  Allen  Briggs,  who 
was  a  whaler  and  a  man  of  prominence. 
Thomas  M.  Briggs  was  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Phoebe  Church,  was  also  born  in  that 
State.  Their  children,  seven  in  number,  and  five 
of  whom  are  living,  are  named  in  the  order 
of  their  births  as  follows:  Allen,  George  W, 
Mcirris,  Delia  and  Chauncy.  Thomas  M. 
Briggs  died  when  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
but  his  wife,  who  is  now  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  resides  in  Arcadia,  Wisconsin,  and 
enjoys  comparatively  good  health.  Their 
son,  Goorge  W.,  was  born  in  Erie  county. 
New  York,  July  13,  1837,  and  is  now  an 
esteemed  citizen  of  Onalaska  township,  this 
county.      He  was  oarly  trained   to  the  duties 
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of  the  farm,  and  his  scholastic  advantages 
were  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  In 
1864  he  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  lie 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  since  1870. 

He  was  married  Noveml)er  22, 1857,  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Peabody,  an  intelligent  lady,  born 
November  22,  1834,  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  and  the  daughter  of  John  I'eabody,  a 
Verinonter,  whose  father,  Phineas  Peabody, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  born  in  Man- 
chester. John  Peabody  married  Miss  Louisa 
Colburn,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
both  died  in  Indiana.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  and  two  sons,  Stephen  and 
Monroe,  were  soldiers  in  the  civil  war,  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteers.  To  George  W.  Briggs 
and  wife  were  born  eight  children,  wlio  are 
named  in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows: 
George  E.,  Alice,  wife  of  Albert  Bartholo- 
mew; Charlie,  Lorena,  wife  of  Peter  Hansen, 
of  Minnesota;  Clarence,  Winifred,  Luella  and 
Bertha. 

George  E.  Briggs  was  a  boy  of  six  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  La  Crosse  county, 
and  liere  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His 
boyhood  days  were  passed  in  assisting  on  the 
farm  and  in  attending  the  common  schools, 
where  he  received  a  good  practical  education. 
He  came  on  his  present  farm  in  1890,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  eiglity  acres  of  good  land. 
He  has  a  good  house,  his  l)arns  and  out- 
buildings are  roomy  and  substantial,  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicates  a  thrifty 
and  enterprising  owner.  Mr.  Briggs  was 
married  January  22,  1885,  to  Miss  Kate 
Mulder,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New 
Amsterdam,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of  Jolin 
and  Kate  (Brons)  Mulder.  Her  parents  came 
to  this  county  in  1853,  and  are  now  residing 
at  New  Amsterdam.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs 
have  been   born   three    children:   Katie  Jane, 


George  Wallis  and  Walter  Eugene.  Mr. 
Briggs  owns  a  threshing-machine,  in  partner- 
sliip  with  Elbert  Bartholomew,  and  they  are 
doing  a  good  business.  Mr.  Briggs  has  fol- 
lowed this  for  eleven  years,  and  is  expert  at  it. 
He  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  popular  man. 


jmEV.  HENRY  ANDREAS,  pastor  of  the 
1[^1  German  Reformed  Church,  of  La  Crosse, 
^^  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Highland  Park, 
Cook  county,  Illinois,  in  1857,  his  parents, 
Jost  and  Catherine  (Schiller)  Andreas,  being 
worthy  residents  of  that  place.  Henry  was 
educated  in  the  pul)lic  schools  of  Chicago  and 
Waukegan,  after  which  he  spent  six  years  in 
an  academy  and  college  of  Sheboygan,  Wis- 
consin, graduating  in  1882.  His  first  labors 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  was  in  Waukegan, 
where  he  remained  about  six  months,  Init  in 
January,  1883,  accepted  a  call  to  La  Crosse, 
where  he  remained  until  April,  1889.  He 
then  accepted  a  call  to  his  present  charge, 
where  he  is  doing  good  and  acceptable  ser- 
vice for  his  church.  He  is  enthusiastic  and 
untiring  in  his  work  and  has  been  the  means 
of  bringing  many  souls  to  the  feet  of  Christ. 
He  was  married  in  April,  1882,  to  Miss 
Bertha  Schilling,  of  Kiel,  Wisconsin,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Caroline  Schilling,  who 
were  born  in  South  Germany,  on  the  Riiine 
river.  They  came  to  America  about  1850. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andreas  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons:  Arthur,  Reuben  and  Roland,  all 
of  whom  are  at  home  attending  sciiool.  Mr. 
Andreas  has  charge  of  the  school  connected 
with  his  church,  and  the  session  lasts  live 
month  throughout  the  year.  He  and  his 
entire  congregation  are  warm  advocates  of  the 
public  school  system,  their  cliildren  attend- 
ing the  church  school  only  in  order  to  learn 
the  German  language.    Mr.  Andreas' services 
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for  so  long  a  time  in  each  of  bis  charges,  is 
an  indication  that  his  labors  have  been  appre- 
ciated, and  that  he  has  done  noble  and  able 
work  is  acknowledged  by  all.  He  is  an  ideal 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  both  by  pi'ecept 
and  example  leads  his  flock  in  the  right  way. 
His  heart  is  open  toward  all  humanity  and  he 
is  ever  ready  with  words  of  sympathy  and 
open  purse  to  aid  the  needy  and  distressed. 
His  character  is  noble  and  faithful,  his  dispo- 
sition earnest  and  sincere,  and  in  the  pulpit 
his  eloquence  and  his  clear  and  lucid  manner 
of  explaining  difficult  scriptural  passages,  have 
made  their  meaning  clear  and  have  brought 
his  congregation  into  closer  touch  and  sym- 
pathy with  him  who  died  on  the  cross. 


tON.  SUEL  BRIGGS,  New  Amsterdam, 
'La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  early  settlers  of  this 
place.  He  dates  his  birth  in  Erie  county, 
near  Buffalo,  New  York,  April  7,  1821.  His 
father,  Ephraim  A.  Briggs,  was  l»orn  in  the 
town  of  Orange,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Briggs,  a  sea  captain  and  a  man 
of  prominence  in  his  native  village,  whera^  he 
owned  a  mill  and  was  known  far  and  wide. 
He  was  drowned  while  removing  logs  from 
the  the  mill  pond  on  the  stream  near  his 
mill.  Suel  Briggs  was  the  seventh-born  in 
a  family  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
His  father  was  among  the  pioneers  of  Erie 
county.  New  York,  and  on  what  was  then 
the  frontiei'  of  civilization  he  deveioped  a  tine 
farm  and  reared  iiis  lai-ge  family  of  children. 
He  passed  all  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  was  strong  and  active,  and  walked 
twelve  miles  over  a  rough  country  the  day 
before  he  died.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 
Although   frei|uently   urged   to  accept  office. 


he  always  refused,  preferring  the  quiet  life  of 
a  farmer.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a 
Free-Thinker.  Mr.  Suel  Briggs'  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sally  Townsend, 
came  West  and  lived  in  La  Crosse  county 
several  years.  She  died  in  Minnesota,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
common-schools.  He  studied  early  and  late 
in  the  chimney  corner,  has  continueil  his 
reading  all  through  life,  and  much  of  his  ed- 
ucation has  been  obtained  by  actual  business 
experience,  fn  1842  he  took  a  trip  West 
and  was  in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  when  that 
city  contained  only  a  half  dozen  cabins.  He 
returned  East,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856 
again  came  to  Wisconsin,  aad  spent  the  sum- 
mer in  Dodge  county,  selling  goods,  and  in 
the  fall  settled  in  La  Crosse  county.  After 
his  arrival  he  taught  a  district  school  for 
two  terms,  and  taught  a  private  school  in  his 
own  house  four  terms.  In  1859  he  entered 
the  law  otfice  of  Cobb  &  Messniore,  of  La 
Crosse,  as  a  student,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1860.  In  1863  he  located  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  and  has  since  made  this  place  his 
home.  He  has  160  acres  of  fine  farming 
land,  all  kept  in  first-class  order.  He  has  a 
two-story  residence,  good  barn  and  fences, 
and  every  thing  about  the  premises  bespeak 
prospeVity. 

In  connection  with  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits, he  has  transacted  considerable  legal 
business,  and  has  always  been  regarded  as  a 
consciencions  and  safe  counselor.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig,  but  on  the  fornaation  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  became,  and  has 
continued  a  strong  advocate  of  its  principles. 
He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  offices  in  his  town, 
was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
twelve  years,  was  one  of  the  county  Commis- 
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sioners,  before  the  change  in  the  law,  and  for 
thirty-four  years  lias  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  havincr  served  as  long  if  not  longer,  in 
that  capacity,  than  any  man  in  the  county. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1877, 
and  for  two  years  tilled  that  honoral)le  po- 
sition, with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  is  still 
fond  of  books  and  study,  and  is  almost  as 
much  of  a  student  as  at  any  time  during  his 
life.  In  1890  he  read  the  Bible  and  the  werks 
of  Josephus  both  through,  comparing  them. 
He  has  never  been  a  member  of  any  church, 
nor  is  he  a  believer  in  any  of  the  religious 
creeds  of  the  present  times.  His  religion  is 
to  do  good,  and  is  an  essential  part  of  his 
every  day  life.  He  is  of  a  robust  constitution, 
and  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  and  young- 
looking  for  his  years,  and  appears  to  have 
many  years  of  active  life  before  him.  Free 
and  easy  in  manners,  jovial  in  disposition, 
with  a  kind  word  for  all,  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  a  limitless  circle  t>f  friends. 

September  16,  1846,  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Phebe,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Sallie  (Trevitt) 
Ballon.  She  was  born  in  Otisco,  Onondaga 
county.  New  York,  January  11,  1827,  and 
was  descended  from  a  long  line  of  eminent 
scholars  antl  thinkers.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and 
numbered  in  their  family  tree  many  names 
not  unknown  to  fame,  especially  her  grand- 
father, David  Ballon,  and  his  brother  Rev. 
Hosea  Ballou,  the  celebrated  writer  and 
Universalist  divine,  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  that  church. 

Mrs.  Briggs  died  at  her  home  in  the  town 
■of  Holland,  March  7,  1892,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illness,  which  was  the  result  of  in- 
juries sustained  when  a  young  woman,  and 
from  which  she  was  almost  a  constant  sufferer. 
She  was  a  woman  of  culture,  sterliiiif  inte<r- 


rity  of  character  and  strong  individuality. 
She  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her,  and  her  loss  was  felt  by  the  whole  com- 
munity; while  to  the  bereaved  and  aged 
husband,  who  has  enjoyed  her  faithful  and 
happy  companionship  for  upwards  of  forty- 
five  years,  the  loss  is  irreparable.  The  only 
surviving  member  of  Levi  Ballou's  family,  is 
Miss  Sallie  Ballou  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Leavitt  Ballou,  the  eMest  brother  of  Mrs. 
Briggs,  died  in  New  Amsterdam,  "Wisconsin, 
February  19,  1885,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lucy 
D.,  who  afterwards  found  a  pleasant  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brigo-s,  and  still  brightens 
the  home  of  Mr.  Briggs. 


tON.  TIMOTHY  BURNS,  a  pioneer  of 
La  Crosse  and  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zen of  his  time,  was  born  in  I)ul)lin. 
Ireland,  May  31,  1820.  He  was  but  three 
months  old  when  his  pai-ents  brought  him  to 
New  York  city.  In  the  fall  of  1837  he  came 
to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Iowa  county.  He 
was  engaged  in  mining  until  the  fall  of  1844, 
when  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Iowa  county. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  to  the  (xeneral  Assem- 
bly for  a  two-year  term;  re-elected  in  1848, 
anil  elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
sessions  of  1848-'49.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
a  Commissioner  of  Pulilic  Works,  and  in  1851 
elected  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State, 
which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  endowed  with  a  superior  mind,  and, 
notwithstanding  he  was  emphatically  a  "self- 
made"  man,  his  political  career  had  not  thus 
ended  if  liis  life  had  been  spared  him.  II is 
influence  was  probably  more  directly  felt  in 
all  the  great  State  interests  generally,  and  in 
railroad  interests  especially,  than  that  of  any, 
if  not  all,  of  the  administration,  although  oc- 
cupying a  seciindary  position. 
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In  1847  lie  passed  the  point  where  La 
Crosse  now  is,  and  became  captivated  with 
the  scener}'.  After  examining  into  the  com- 
mercial prospects  of  the  situation,  he  was 
eoiiviiiced  that  very  few  village  sites  possessed 
so  many  natural  advantages.  He  purchased 
half  the  interest  held  by  Myrick  &  Miller, 
and  in  1850  he  moved  his  family  into  what 
then  seemed  a  lonely  and  almost  unapproach- 
able solitude.  From  the  commanding  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Burns  in  the  entire  State,  and 
his  honest  devotion  to  La  Crosse,  to  him 
especially  belongs  the  honor  of  giving  the 
village  a  real  existence.  Tiirough  his  enter- 
prise a  surveyor  was  employed  to  lay  out  a 
reasonable  number  of  lots.  He  thus  became 
one  of  the  founders  of  La  Crosse,  and  was 
always  foremost  in  promoting  any  scheme 
for  its  advancement. 

His  brilliant  and  successful  political  career 
was  terminated  by  death  September  20,  1853, 
and  in  his  demise  Wisconsin  lost  one  of  its 
most  gifted  statesmen,  its  councils  one  of  the 
most  sound,  energetic  minds  of  which  it  could 
boast,  and  La  Crosse  its  most  popular  and 
distinguished  citizen. 


fAMES  GILFILLAN,  Sr.,  an  aged  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  West  Salem, 
was  born  in  Caledonia  county,  Vermont, 
November  9,  1810.  His  parents  were  Will- 
iam and  Jane  (Warden)  Giltillan,  both  from 
Scotland  and  married  in  Yermont.  The 
father,  a  farmer,  left  the  old  country  at  the 
age  of  twenty-tive  years,  and  died  on  the  farm 
he  first  bought  on  coming  to  America,  as  did 
his  wife  also,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  though  she  was  seven  years  younger. 
They  were  active  members  of  the  old-school 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  one  sister,  Mar- 


garet, wife  of  Nathaniel  Ray,  and  our  sub- 
ject, are  the  only  ones  living;  her  age  is 
ninety  years  past. 

Mr.  Giltillan,  our  subject,  has  been  a  hard- 
working farmer  during  his  active  life,  and 
fairly  successful.  As  an  early  settler  he  has 
known  much  of  the  hardships  and  pi-ivations 
incident  to  Wisconsin  pioneer  life. 

He  was  married  in  Vermont,  November 
21,  1838,  to  Miss  Maria  Redding,  daughter 
of  Stevens  and  Abigail  (Gilman)  Redding,  of 
Vermont.  They  came  West  in  1848,  settling 
first  in  Dodge  county,  on  a  farm;  seven  years 
afterward  they  came  to  La  Crosse  county  and 
settled  in  Burns  township,  Adams  valley,  all 
wild  land.  He  bought  200  acres  and  after- 
ward added  to  it  until  it  amounted  to  500 
acres.  He  sold  his  farm  about  eight  years 
ago.  They  have  been  living  in  West  Salem 
the  past  seventeen  years.  Mr.  Giltillan  was 
a  farmer  during  the  prime  of  life,  quite  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  and  numbered  among 
the  worth}',  responsible  and  energetic.  He 
has  held  various  offices  in  the  town  of  Burns, 
notably  as  member  of  the  town  board,  for 
many  terms.  His  official  life  was  of  a  satis- 
factory character,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  re- 
election to  the  same  office.  In  Vermont  he 
held  the  office  of  First  Lieutenant  in  the 
militia,  taking  great  delight  in  the  military 
affairs  of  those  days. 

He  has  had  four  children,  namely:  Abbie 
J.,  a  rheumatic  invalid  for  a  number  of  years; 
Mary  M.,  wife  of  Hiram  Bowles;  James  H., 
one  of  the  hardware  merchants  of  West 
Salem;  William  S.,  connected  in  l.iusiiress 
with  the  West  Salem  Creamery. 

Mr.  Giltillan  had  the  serious  affliction  of 
losing  his  sight,  having  been  blind  since  July 
4,  1884,  on  account  of  a  cataract,  which  had 
been  forming  for  some  years;  there  is  no 
possibility  of  his  sight  ever  being  restored. 
He  and  his  wife  were  for   many  years  mem- 
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bers  of  the  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Ke- 
publican.  lie  voted  for  General  William  II. 
Harrison,  and  recently  for  General  Benjamin 
Harrison,  and  lias  never  missed  voting  at  a 
piesidential  election.  He  is  a  highly  es- 
teemed and  worthy  citizen,  such  as  gives 
character  to  a  community. 


tEV.  JOHJN  N.  RAPP,  of  La  Crosse, 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1858,  studied 
the  classics  in  Anstrie,  philosophy  in 
Bavaria,  and  came  to  America  in  1882,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  ^-famulus  ejnscopa- 
lis,''^  living  in  the  bishop's  house  at  308  South 
Eleventh  street.  In  1887  he  was  ordained 
clergyman  for  the  diocese  of  La  Crosse,  and 
in  1888  was  admitted  to  citizenship  in  the 
United  States. 


fS.  MEDARY  is  the  leading  member  of 
the  J.  S.  Medary  Saddlei-y  Company, 
**  which  is  among  the  oldest,  most  exten- 
sive and  reliable  wholesale  manufacturing 
concerns  in  the  saddlery  trade  to  be  found  in 
the  Northwest.  In  addition  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  saddlery  and  leather  goods,  they  con- 
trol a  trade  of  considerable  magnitude  in 
saddlery-hardware,  shoe  findings,  leather,  etc. 
This  enterprise  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  busi- 
ness that  had  its  beginning  in  1800,  but  until 
1866  Mr.  Medary's  business  interests  in  Ga- 
lena, Illinois,  engaged  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  attention.  In  the  last  mentioned  year 
the  firm  of  Grant,  Burke  and  Co.  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Messrs.  Uavis,  Medary  &  Hill. 
This  connection  continued  until  1871,  when 
Mr.  Hill  retired,  the  firm  name  becoming 
Davis  &  Medary  until  1885,  wiien  Mr.  Me- 
dary became  sole  proprietor.  January  1,  1891, 


the  company  was  incorporated  under  its 
present  name.  The  members  of  this  firm 
are  widely  known  tliroughout  the  community 
as  energetic,  honorable  business  men,  and 
their  standing  and  position  in  both  commer- 
cial and  social  circles  are  of  the  highest  and 
most  creditable  character.  In  quality  and 
workmanship  the  goods  of  this  house  have 
become  recognized  as  tirst-chiss.  They  carry 
an  extensive  stock,  and  do  a  constantly  in- 
creasing business,  employing  from  three  to 
four  traveling  salesman,  who  make  their  regu- 
lar trips  through  Western  Wisconsin,  Minne- 
sota, Iowa  and  the  Dakotas.  Mr.  Medai'y  is 
also  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Davis, 
Medary  &  Platz  Co.,  manufacturei-s  of  leather. 
This  important  industry  was  started  in  1877, 
and  incorporated  in  1883. 

M'  Medary  was  born  in  Clermont  county, 
Ohio,  March  12,  1839,  a  son  of  A.  C.  and  E. 
B.  (Thornton)  Medary,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Maryland. 
The  father  was  called  from  life  about  1846, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years,  the  mother's 
death  occurring  in  1884,  when  she  was  aged 
seventy-live. 

J.  S.  Medary  remained  in  the  State  of  hi.-' 
nativity  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  when  he  went  to  Jo  Daviess 
county,  Illinois,  but  one  year  later  he  took 
np  his  residence  iov  a  short  time  in  the  State 
of  Wi.-consin,  l)ut  did  not  locate  permanently 
at  La  Crosse  until  1866.  Since  the  last  men- 
tioned date  he  has  been  an  honored  resident 
of  La  Crosse,  and  has  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  her  business  interests.  His 
sound  and  conservative  views  on  all  subjects 
led  to  his  election  to  the  position  of  city 
Alderman,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
in  an  efficient  manner  for  two  terms,  his 
election  being  a  victory  of  the  Republican 
party, 'of  which  he  has  long  been  an  ardent 
member.     Tlie  year  1871  witnessed  the  cele- 
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bration  of  his  marriage  Xo  Miss  Frances  E. 
Burns,  daughter  of  ex-Lieutenant  Governor 
Timothy  Burns,  whose  sketch  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Medary  have  three  cliildren:  Grace,  who  was 
for  several  years  a  student  in  Granger  Place 
School,  is  at  present  studying  music  Bnd  the 
languages  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and  is  well 
versed  in  all  the  line  arts — music,  painting 
and  drawing;  Walter  B.,  a  student  in  Lake 
Forest  Seminary,  and  Frances  E. 

JOSEPH  FAY.— The  vast  amount  of 
"^rt  adulteration  in  wine  and  brandies  in 
^^  use  at  the  pi-esent  day  has  made  the 
public  wary,  and  they  are  only  too  glad 
to  patronize  an  establishment  where  only 
the  purest  and  best  of  goods  are  handled, 
and  consequently  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
Fay,  located  at  309  Main  street,  La  Crosse, 
has  an  extended  and  paying  patronage. 
His  assortment  embraces  the  finest  im- 
ported and  domestic  wines  and  liquors  of  all 
kinds  and  he  does  the  largest  business  in  his 
line  in  the  city,  amounting  to  about  §60,000 
annually. 

Mr.  Fay  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
February  7,  1821,  and  on  July  3,  1840,  first 
landed  on  American  soil.  He  came  thither 
with  his  parents,  Charles  and  Eve  Fay,  whose 
eighth  child  was  born  the  day  of  their  arrival, 
and  being  in  almost  destitute  circumstances 
they  found  it  most  difficult  to  secure  a  liveli- 
hood for  a  number  of  years.  \\\  1844  they 
arrived  in  Burlington,  Wisconsit\  Territory, 
and  here  they  suffered  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  frontier  life.  The  first  two 
years  of  their  arrival  they  lived  on  corn  bread, 
as  flour  was  §60  per  barrel  and  had  to  be 
hauled  from  Chicago,  a  distance  of  seventy 
miles.     The  mother  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 


of  ninety-six  years,  dying  in  1891,  in  Burling- 
ton, Kacine  county,  Wisconsin.  She  was  a 
noble  and  self-sacriticing  mother,  a  devoted 
wife,  and  was  noted  for  her  many  womanly 
virtues.  She  reared  the  following  children 
to  honorable  manhood  and  womanhood: 
Marie,  wife  of  John  I^ever;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Asa  Walter;  Kate,  wife  of  Frank  Weinbone; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Brush;  Peter,  married 
to  Elizabeth  Ptiffner;  Anthony,  married  to 
Mary  Rigger;  Mary,  wife  of  Maud  ice 
Alresch,  and  Joseph,  who  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family. 

The  latter  made  his  start  in  this  country 
as  a  weaver  of  tine  goods,  such  as  table- 
clotlis,  etc.,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  was 
there  married  on  April  15,  1845,  to  Miss 
Mary  Incinburg,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
October  3,  1820,  and  died  August  29,  1851, 
after  having  borne  Mr.  Fay  three  children: 
Mary,  born  September  12,  1846,  is  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Hashley;  Carl,  and  Alice,  who  died 
in  early  childhood.  Mr.  Fay's  second  mar- 
rigge  was  celebrated  on  July  29,  1851,  to 
Miss  Julia  Bushart,  by  whom  he  has  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Sarah  Louisa,  born  Sejiteni- 
ber  1,  1852,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Bushart; 
Charles,  born  May  16,  1854,  married  to  Katie 
Moser;  Andrew,  born  January  26,  1856, 
mari-ied  to  Miss  M.  Lutz;  and  Joseph,  Jr., 
born  July  8.1857. 

Soon  after  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Fay  came 
to  La  Crosse  to  see  the  country,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  outlook  he  here  determined 
to  pitch  his  tent.  He  came  hither  with  his 
family  in  1855,  and  has  been  an  honored 
resident  of  this  section  ever  since.  Thougli 
past  the  allotted  age  of  three-score  years  and 
ten,  he  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  leader  in  the 
affairs  of  this  portion  of  the  county,  and  his 
intelligence,  enterprise  and  integrity  have 
acquired  for  him  a  popularity  not  derived 
from  any  fictitious   circnmstances,  but  f.  per- 
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manent  and  spontaneous  tribute  to  his  merit, 
and  this  has  been  proven  by  his  call  at  differ- 
ent times  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. He  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  for 
five  years;  Street  Commissioner  three  years; 
the  Aldermanship  of  La  Crosse  six  years; 
a  member  of  the  City  Police  for  six  years; 
the  position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  public  schools  on  luunerous  occa- 
sions; treasurer  and  secretary  of  tbe  paro- 
chial school,  the  duties  of  whicli  ofKees  he 
discharged  with  the  same  care  and  fidelity 
that  has  ever  characterized  his  career  in  l)usi- 
ness  circles.  He  has  been  quite  an  important 
factor  in  educational  circles,  and  besides  l)uild- 
ing  the  Catholic  school  at  La  Crosse  he  l)uilt 
two  in  ilurlington,  one  in  Geneva  and  one  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  another  at  Nvitbush, 
near  Buffalo.  He  is  very  liberal  in  the  use 
of  his  means;  is  tilled  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindness,  and  those  who  know  him  best 
recognize  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  a  useful 
citizen.  His  parents  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  at  Burlington,  Wisconsin,  August 
24, 1870.  The  father  died  January  18, 1876, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 


fAMES  B.  RAND,  proprietor  of  the  livery 
stable  and  meat  market  in  Onalaska,  with 
his  son-in-law,  A.  N.  Moore,  as  jiartner, 
was  born  in  Brooke  county.  West  Virginia, 
October  2,  1822.  His  parents  were  Robert 
and  Hettie  A.  Rand,  natives  of  Vermont. 
Mr.  Robert  Rand  was  one  of  six  brothers 
who  settled  in  Vermont  in  pioneer  times. 
He  and  his  wife  started  from  Vermont  for 
tbe  West,  and  on  their  way  became  sick  and 
remained  in  lirooke  county,  eventually  for 
eight  years,  when  they  came  on  to  Jefferson 
county,  Ohio,  settling  near  Steubenville. 
Finally    they    returned     to    West     Vii-ginia, 


locating  in  Jackson  county,  where  the  father 
died  of  cancel-,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
after  a  resideiict^  tliere  of  nearly  twenty 
years.  r.<itli  liiinselt'  and  wife  wei'e  old-time 
Methodists  all  their  lives,  and  died  in  the 
triumphs  nf  a  living  faith.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six.  in  JSrice's  i'rairie,  at  the 
residence  of  her  daughter,  Lucy  I'ittinger. 

Mr.  James  1!.  Kand,  our  subject,  is  the 
seventh  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  liveil  tv  mature  years;  four  sons  ami 
one  daughter  are  still  living.  He  began  life 
for  himself  by  digging  out  grubs  and  making 
rails  in  West  Virginia.  After  that  he  Hat- 
boated  on  the  Ohio  river,  loading  at  Cincin- 
nati for  New  (.)r!eaiis.  He  commenced  on 
the  liver  at  the  earl}'  age  of  sixteen  years, 
and  quit  at  twenty-six,  when  he  came  to 
Wisconsin,  settling  (ni  Sun  I'rairie,  near 
Cottage  Grove,  in  Dane  county.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  there  for  three  years,  and 
while  threshing  his  third  crop  of  grain  he  by 
accident  lost  his  right  arm,  ami  at  that  time 
was  not  worth  a  dollar  in  property.  He  had 
good  friends  and  always  a  credit  when  he 
wanted  it.  He  has  made  much  of  oppor- 
tunity. He  has  owned  hundreds  of  acres  of 
land,  but  now  only  200  acres. 

Quitting  the  farm,  he  began  logging  on 
the  Lemon  Wire  river,  a  tributary  of  the 
Wisconsin  river,  and  also  teamed  from  the 
logging  headquarters,  Madison,  to  La  Crosse, 
in  the  winter  of  1850-'51,  when  there  were 
no  roads.  From  this  place  he  emigrated  to 
La  Crosse  county  in  1852.  He  is  imw  the 
oldest  settler  in  ()nalaska,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  county.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  several  kinds  of  business:  kept  hotel  for 
a  tiaie,  was  Deputy  Sheriff  for  twenty-five 
years  (under  the  first  Sheriff  of  the  county, 
and  under  Sheriffs  Eldrid,  Moses  Clark, 
Staley.  etc.),  and  he  has  been  in  the  cattle 
business  ever  since  he  has  been  in  the  coiintv; 
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has  speculated  in  land,  and  now  owns  a  good 
farm  in  the  town  of  Holland.  He  entered 
the  livery  business  with  his  son-in-law,  A.  N. 
Moore,  in  1884,  and  in  the  meat  market  in 
1889.     Thej  are  doing  well  in  both. 

Mr.  Rand  was  married  in  Jackson  county, 
West  Virginia,  August  9,  1846,  to  Elizabeth 
Latimer,  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  Lati- 
mer, of  Scotch  descent.  She  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  came 
to  La  Crosse  in  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rand 
have  si.x  children:  Isabel,  wife  of  William 
Evans;  George,  the  oldest  son,  is  on  a  farm 
near  Holmen;  Artemas  R.,  Martha,  wife  of 
Charles  Staples,  and  living  in  Polk  county, 
Wisconsin  (he  is  a  millwright  and  carpenter); 
Anna,  who  married  A.  N.  Moore,  November 
21,  1883,  and  resides  in  Onalaska;  and 
Willie,  her  twin  brother,  who  died  in  bis 
second  year,  in  18(37.  Airs.  Rand  died  April 
19,  1892,  after  a  long  and  painful  sickness, 
the  result  of  la  grippe. 

Mr.  Rand's  mother's  father,  Artemas  Reed, 
was  a  "Green  Mountain  boy,"  and  was  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  engaged  throughout, 
commencing  as  a  disguised  Indian  in  aiding 
to  throw  British  tea  overboard  in  Boston 
harbor.  Thomas  Buchanan  Read  is  well 
known  to  the  literary  world  as  an  author  and 
]}oet.  He  .wrote  "Sheridan's  Twenty  Miles 
Away."  He  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  is  of  the  same  age  as  Mr.  Rand.  Mr. 
Rand's  youngest  son,  Artemas  R.,  is  named 
for  his  grandfaiher. 


fllRISTIAN  BUOL  was  twenty  years 
of  age  when  he  crossed  the  sea  with  his 
father's  family,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  United  States.  He  is  a  native 
of  Switzerland,  born  August  15,  1832,  and 
is  a  Son  of  John  and    Sula   lUiol;   the  father 


was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  followed  this 
calling  in  his  own  country,  but  upon  coming 
to  America  he  embarked  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  mother  died  in  1842,  leaving 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  came  to  this 
country  with  their  father;  they  settled  in 
Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  and  opened  a  small 
farm.  Two  of  the  sons,  John  and  Caspar, 
enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  went  ont  to  defend  the  flag  of 
their  adopted  country;  John  liad  not  been  on 
duty  long  when  he  was  taken  ill  and  died  in 
the  hospital;  Caspar  participated  in  many 
of  the  most  severe  battles  of  the  war,  and 
was  finally  shot  and  instantly  killed. 

Christian  Buol  began  making  his  own  liv- 
ing in  his  youth,  his  lirst  employment  being 
on  a  farm,  where  he  received  $9  a  month  for 
his  services.  This  was  a  small  beginning, 
but  he  was  royally  endowed  by  nature  with 
perseverance  and  energy,  and  so  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities.  He  worked  by 
the  month  for  several  years,  saved  his  earn- 
ings, and  was  enabled  to  purchase  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  in  La  Crosse  valley  about  the 
year  1861.  It  is  no  light  task  to  convert  a 
wild  tract  of  land  into  a  fertile  farm,  and  it 
is  a  difficult  thing  for  the  present  generation 
to  realize  the  debt  they  owe  to  those  sturdy 
pioneers  who  made  the  path  for  the  advance 
of  civilization.  Mr.  Buol  has  added  to  his 
rirst  purchase  from  time  to  time,  and  now 
owns  400  acres  of  laml  in  one  tract,  and 
forty  aci'es  of  timber  land.  He  has  erected 
substantia!  and  convenient  buildings,  and  has, 
suiTounded  himself  and  family  witli  many  of 
the  comforts  of  life.  The  land  in  tiiis  tarm 
is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  live-stock, 
and  Mr.  Buol  has  given  especial  attention  to 
the  dairy  business,  keeping  forty  cows  for 
this  purpose;  he  also  runs  a  cheese  factory  in 
coiupany  with  a  partner,  which  has  proved  a 
prolitable  enterprise.      He  is  one  of  the  most 
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advanoed  ao;riculturalists  of  the  county,  and 
his  judgment  in  matters  pertainincr  to  liis 
vocation  carries  great  weight  among  the  farm- 
ers of  this  locality. 

Oiirsulrject  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1855, 
to  Miss  Anna  Ackley,  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, and  one  of  a  family  of  tive  children. 
She  emigrated  to  America  in  18-17.  To  ilr. 
and  Mrs.  Buol  have  been  born  live  children: 
John,  Christian,  Minnie,  wife  of  Andrew 
Wolf;  Paul  and  Anna.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  German  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community. 

fl^ILLIAM  J.  RADTKE,  a  jeweler  and 
|^'1|  barbel-  of  Bangor,  was  born  in  Prus- 
i  <ii^  sia,  (Termany,  April  15.  1842,  a  son 
of  Ludwig  Iladtke,  deceased.  lie  is  the 
eldest  of  his  father's  seven  children,  three  of 
whom  survive,  viz.:  William,  our  subject; 
Pauline,  of  Clinton,  Iowa;  and  George,  of 
La  Crosse.  The  fatlier  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  eleven  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
came  to  Canada  with  his  mother  and  step- 
father, Gottlieb  Tonkey,  in  1855,  settling  in 
Preston,  Upper  Canada.  Two  years  later 
they  removed  to  Buffalo,  Xew  York,  and 
soon  afterward  to  Erie  county,  same  State, 
where  Mr.  Yonkey  worked  at  the  tador's 
trade.  Our  subject's  mother  had  four  chil- 
dren by  her  last  marriage,  namely:  Edwai-d, 
Theodore,  Rudolph  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Radtke  was  patriotic  during  the  late 
war,  but  his  mother  refused  to  give  her  con- 
sent and  he  consequently  ran  away  and  en- 
listed under  the  name  of  John  Yonkey.  lie 
was  wounded  in  the  left  temple  in  1802,  at 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  and  a  portion  of 
the  skull  was  removed.  He  was  pronounced 
fatally    wounded,    and    reported    killed.      In 


1863  he  was  discharged,  but  re-enlisted  the 
same  year  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  again  wouiuKmI  iu  the  left 
knee  b}-  the  kick  ol' a  horse,  and  novi'  draws  a 
pension  of  S2-1  a  month.  His  first  service 
was  in  C<_>nipany  C,  Twenty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Naples, 
and  his  second  enlistment  was  in  Company  I, 
Second  Xew  York  Mounted  Ridemen,  known 
as  the  Veteran  Regiment.  He  endured  many 
hardships,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Spott- 
sylvania,  Xortli  AnnaRiver.  Bethesda  Church, 
Tolopotomy  Creek,  Cold  Harbor,  James' 
Farm,  Petersburg,  Fort  Rice,  Weldlon  Rail- 
road, Hatch's  Run,  Stony  Creek  Station  and 
Warrens  raid  to  Garret's  Station.  He  parti- 
ci])ated  in  these  battles  during  his  second 
enlistment.  During  his  lirst  enlistment  he 
fought  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
second  Bull  Run,  Winchetter,  Gettysbnro;, 
Stransburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission 
Ridge  and  many  others. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Radtke  conducted  a 
barber  shop  in  Buffalo  until  1875,  when  he 
came  to  Xorwalk,  AVisconsin,  and  conducted 
the  same  bnsiness  until  April  25,  1884.  He 
then  came  to  Bangor,  wliere  he  now  carries  a 
stock  of  cloeks.  jewelry,  cigars,  and  also 
repairs  watches  and  clocks. 

He  was  married  in  Lancaster,  Xew  York, 
in  August,  18(37,  to  Albertine  AVagner,  a 
daughter  of  Emanuel  Wagner,  deceased. 
They  have  tive  children,  namely:  William, 
Emma,  Ida,  Albert  and  Henry.  Socially  Mr. 
Radtko  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R  .  and 
religiously  of  the  Lutheran   Church. 


OIIN   X.  JOXES,  of  section   80.    Burns 
township,  was   boi'n  in  Hamilton  county, 
-i\    miles    below   Cincinnati,   September 
2!t,    ls31,   a   son    of    William    W.  Jones,    a 
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native  of  Xew  Jersey.  The  latter  came  to 
Cincinnati  in  1811,  uml  was  a  r-oldier  in  tlie 
war  of  1812,  as  was  also  liis  hrother.  John 
W.  Jones.  The  brother  was  captured  at 
Hull's  surrender,  and  afterward  exchanged. 
Our  subject's  mother,  Mary  Hildreth,  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  Hildreth,  who  ami 
grated  from  Cape  May,  New  Jersej,  to  Cin- 
cinnati in  a  wagon  in  1815,  requiring  two 
months  to  make  the  trip.  lie  was  a  pioneer 
preacher  of  Ohio,  ami  also  preached  in  pri- 
vate houses  and  school  houses.  He  worked 
without  salary  all  over  that  country,  and 
organized  Baptist  churches  in  various  places. 
He  studied  on  Saturdays  and  preached  three 
times  on  Sunday.  He  died  at  t'heviot,  six 
miles  west  of  Cincinnati,  May  24,  1839,  in 
his  titty-seventh  year,  after  a  life  well  spent 
in  hard  work  in  his  Redeemer's  cause.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  liefhel  Baptist  Church, 
of  Hamilton  county.  Our  subject's  parents 
had  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  namely:  Matihla,  deceased;  Sylvia, 
deceased;  John,  our  subject;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  John  M.  Chapin,  of  Clear  Lake,  Iowa; 
George  H..  who  was  killed  at  Corinth,  Mis- 
sissippi, May  17,  1862,  in  the  Eighth 
Missouri  regiment,  while  lighting  for  the 
Union;  Hannah,  deceased;  William  AY.,  of 
Clear  Lake,  Iowa;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Charles 
L.  Moe,  of  Denver,  Colorado;  and  Sabra, 
deceased.  The  father  died  May  1,  1866,  in 
Barry  township,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  and  the  mother  February  9,  1872,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six. 

The  subject  of  this  ?ketch  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  the  fall  of  1855,  spending  the  first 
two  years  in  La  Crosse,  working  for  Deacon 
Smith.  Li  the  fall  of  1857  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  Barry  township,  and  liveil  there  and 
in  Hamilton  township  for  twenty-five  years, 
encraged  in  teaching  schoul  during  the  win- 
ters, and   in   farming    in   the  summers.      Mr. 


Jones  came  to  this  county  in  1856,  by  steam- 
lioat.  as  did  also  his  father,  making  the  trip 
in  eleven  days.  He  located  on  his  present 
farm,  of  100  acres,  Fel)ruary  1,  1882,  where 
he  is  enoaged  in  farming,  stock-raising  and 
dairying. 

He  was  married  March  12, 1858,  in  Ham- 
ilton county,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth  McFarland,  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  daughter  of  James 
and  Ann  (Decraft)  McFarland,  the  former  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  the  latter  of  London, 
England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  eight 
children:  Anna,  Lillie,  Mai'tha,  George, 
Abbie,  J.  Newton,  Eldridge,  and  Joseph. 
Anna  married  William  Sherman,  of  La 
Crosse,  and  has  tliree  children:  Roger,  Abbie 
and  Leslie.  Lillie  mai'ried  Enos  Streeton,  of 
this  township;  Martha  married  Charles 
Sherman,  a  brother  of  William,  of  La  Crosse, 
and  has  two  children,  Lillie  and  Benjamin; 
George  and  Abbie  are  well-known  teachers 
of  this  County.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Bangor.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  church  of  West  Salem  before 
n.oving  to  his  pi'esent  farm,  and  is  also  a 
deacon  of  the  Bangor  Church. 


■^i 


OHN  TORGERSON,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  jirogressive  farmers  of  La 
^  Crosse  county,  resides  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  one  of  the  best  tracts  of 
land  in  the  country.  He  is  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, born  July  8,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Torger 
and  Mary  Johnson.  The  parents  emigrated 
to  America  in  1854,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse 
county;  they  first  purchased  forty  acres  of 
wild  land  and  set  themselves  the  task  of  re- 
ducing it  to  a  state  of  cultivation.  Our  sub- 
ject now  owns  this  tract,  and  has  added  to  it 
120  acres.      He  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
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agriculturists  of  the  township,  and  merits 
the  prosperity  tiiat  has  attended  hi  in.  His 
principal  crops  are  wheat,  oats  and  corn.  He 
also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of 
live-stock,  and  keeps  some  of  the  best  grades 
of  liorses  and  hogs.  One  of  the  most  val- 
uable features  of  this  farm  is  the  spring  situ- 
ated in  the  back  portion;  this  furnishes  an 
abundant  supply  of  water  to  the  house  and 
barn,  being  pumped  by  a  windmill  and  cai'- 
ried  in  pipes  to  the  desired  points. 

Mr.  Torgerson  has  been  a  member  of  the 
town  board  for  twenty  years,  and  during 
these  two  decades  some  of  the  most  import- 
ant questions  have  been  settled  and  some  of 
the  most  valuable  improvements  have  been 
made.  His  ofScial  services  have  given  a 
high  degree  of  satisfaction,  a  fact  that  has 
been  attested  by  his  continued  re-election  to 
the  office.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  tlie  Rejmblican 
party. 

He  was  married  in  187U  to  ]\[is8  Martha 
Simenson,  of  La  Crosse  county,  a  daughter  of 
Genures  and  Mary  Simenson,  natives  of  Nor- 
way, who  emigrated  to  America  in  1850; 
they  now  reside  on  a  farm  in  Barnes  county, 
North  Dakota  Our  worthy  subject  and  wife 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Theodore  G. 
and  Margaretta.  They  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  are  liighly 
respected  members  of  the  community. 


1^-  S.  HOLMES,  Deputy  Collector  of 
Hiternal  Revenue,  Postoffice  Duild- 
'\r%^i'^  ing.  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  owes  his 
nativity  to  the  Buckeye  State,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  Jefferson  county,  July  29,  18-1:2. 
His  parents  are  William  and  Eliza  (Vorhees) 
Holmes  (see  sketch  of  La  Fayette  Holmes). 
W.  S.  Holmes  began  for  himself  in  the  lead 
mines  at  Galena,  Hlinois,  and  continued  there 


until  the  day  after  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  wiien  he  enlisted  in  Galeiui,  in  Company 
A,  Ninety  sixth  Kegiment  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infanti-y,  and  was  in  the  army  of  the  ('um- 
berlaml.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
I'^rankliii,  Cliickamaui^a,  Lookout  Mountain, 
I  and  through  the  Atlanta  camjiaign,  when  he 
was  under  tire  110  days,  and  was  then  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin  and  Xaslr.-ille.  He  was 
in  the  Fourth  ^Vriny  (_Hjr[)S.  He  returned 
home  with  his  company  in  LS()5,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  Galena  in  June,  Imjo,  after 
serving  three  years.  He  was  slightly  wounded 
twice,  but  was  never  taken  prisoner.  After 
this  he  was  engaged  in  steamboatinu-  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul, 
as  steward. 

From  the  liist(.)ry  of  the  Ninety-sixtli 
Illinois  is  copied  the  following:  "Sergeant 
William  S.  Holmes,  aged  twenty,  boru  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  enlisted  from  Galena, 
was  appointed  Sergeant  at  the  organization 
of  the  company,  participated  in  all  the  en- 
gagements of  the  regiment  but  escaped  se- 
vere wounds,  was  struck  in  the  foot  by  a 
piece  of  shell  at  the  battle  of  (yhickamauga 
July  20,  l.Sf38.  Since  has  been  steamboating 
on  the  Mississippi  from  St.  IjOuis  to  St. 
Paul.  Is  now  part  y)roprietor  of  a  hotel  at 
Beatrice,  Nebraska."  Mr.  Holmes  followed 
steamboating  until  1SS5,  was  then  in  the 
hotel  business  until  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  ])osition  in  ISS'J,  under  President 
Harrison's  administration,  receiving  the  ap- 
pointment July  1.  He  was  married  in 
April,  1867,  to  Miss  Frances  II.  Graham,  at 
Galena,  daughter  of  William  Graham,  who  is 
a  prominent  business  man,  manufacturer  of 
furniture,  aud  a  well-known  and  respected 
citizen. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  been  born 
four  children:  Mabel,  who  assists  her  tiither 
in  the  office;  Sailie,  a  pupil  of  the  high  school; 
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Raymond,  Blaine  and  Russell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holmes  are  members  of  the  Universalist 
Clnircli.  Mr.  Ilolmes  is  a  member  of  the 
Wilson  Colwell  Post,  No.  38,  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  Republican  party,  and  lias 
been  secretary  of  the  city  liepublican  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  several  years.  Mr.  Holmes 
is  a  gentleman  of  natural  business  ability,  is 
unusually  intelligent,  and  is  esteemed  by  all. 

FtflM  ^'  JACORS,  deceased,  one  of  the 
most  higldy  esteemed  and  respected 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resided,  was  born  in  Loveland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  June  10,  1S23,  and  was  of 
German  descent.  His  paternal  grandfather 
came  from  Germany  at  an  ewrXy  day,  and  was 
among  the  tiist  settlers  of  Lovelace  county. 
He  was  the  owner  of  rolling  mills,  smelting 
iron  ore,  etc.,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  many  years.  He  <lied  in  Loveland 
county.  His  son,  and  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, William  Jacobs,  carried  on  the  same 
business  started  so  successfully  by  his  father 
until  his  death  many  years  ago.  His  wife 
was  of  a  Quaker  family,  and  she  was  of  that 
belief.  She  is  also  deceased,  and  with  her 
husband  lies  buried  in  a  cemetery  in  Loveland 
county.  W.  P.  Jacobs,  the  only  son  and  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  ciiildren,  was 
educated  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  being  well-i'ead 
and  a  very  line  conversationalist.  Wiiile  liv- 
ing in  his  native  State  he  was  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  milling  business. 

He  was  subsequently  engaged  in  business 
in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  IGth  of 
August,  1855,  he  was  maiM-ied  to  Miss  Pau- 
line   H.    (Teer,   a    native  of    Hamburcr    Erie 


County,  Pennsylvania,  near  Ruffalo.  Her 
parents,  Josiah  and  LHildah  (Green)  Geer, 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  their  nup- 
tials were  celebrated.  Mrs.  Jacobs  is  the 
youngest  of  fifteen  children,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Mrs.  Caroline  Endicott,  widow 
of  James  Endicott,  at  Burr  Oak,  Wisconsin, 
and  Mrs.  John  H.  Willard,  of  Melrose,  Wis- 
consin, ilr.  Jacobs  and  wife  came  from  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Belvidere,  Illinois,  in  1855, 
and  there  Mr.  Jacobs  followed  merchandising 
for  two  3'ears.  Selling  out  he  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky (Erankfort  and  Lexington),  and  trav- 
eled all  over  the  State.  Erom  there  he  went 
to  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  1858,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  the  wagon- making  business 
for  about  two  years.  He  subsequently  went 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  manufactured  soda 
water  and  light  drinks.  Li  1863  they  moved 
to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  on  the  22d  of 
August  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  Jacobs  en- 
listed in  Company  L,  Eirst  Regiment  Wis- 
consin Artillery  Volunteers.  IHs  discharge 
dates  from  June  20, 1865,  at  Forf  Lyon,  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  a  man  who  had  been  un- 
usually healthy  up  to  the  time  he  enlisted,  but 
he  returned  to  his  home  an  invalid  after  peace 
was  declared.  He  embarked  in  blacksmithing 
and  wagon-making,  but  his  shops  were  burned 
in  1867.  After  this  he  went  on  the  railroad 
(Southern  Minnesota),  as  civil  engineer,  and 
continued  on  the  same  for  two  years,  when 
his  health  failed.  He  was  troubled  with 
heart  disease,  and  on  the  tjth  of  November, 
1871,  he  went  to  Florida  for  his  health.  His 
death  occurred  on  the  19th  of  April,  1S72, 
when  but  forty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  devout  and  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  had 
been  Sunday-school  Superintendent  at  his 
home  in  Loveland,  Pennsylvania,  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  worthy  man 
in  every  respect,  and  one  who  gave  character 
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to  <a  corninunity.  His  funeral  occurred  April 
20,  1872,  and  he  lies  buried  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant (yemetery,  Florida. 


flMCJTIIY  A.  LEWIS.— The  name  of 
Timothy  A.  Lewis  has  long  been  ac- 
,r  tively  and  prominently  identified  with 
the  buildino;  u]i  of  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
and  the  erection  of  many  of  her  lari;;est  and 
most  stately  edifices.  lie  is  now  in  a  measure 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  liis  early  labors.  He 
was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  New  York, 
March  12,  1831,  to  James  and  Susie  (Home- 
land) Lewis,  the  former  a  native  of  Lyons, 
France,  who  was  taken  1)y  his  parents  to  Can- 
ada in  1818.  He  followed  farming  through- 
out life,  and  was  one  of  the  noblest  and  best 
of  Christian  gentlemen.  He  was  a  member 
of  and  an  officer  in  the  Pi-esbyterian  Chnreh, 
was  an  earnest  believer  in  the  promises  of 
the  Bible,  and  died  in  the  triumphs  of  a 
Christian  faith,  October  12,  18t7,  bis  birth 
having  occurred  on  the  9tli  of  Se|)teM)berj 
1795.  His  wife  was  born  October  12,  1794, 
of  German  parents,  and  died  May  5,  1844, 
at  which  time  she  was  also  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Ten 
sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  their 
union,  but  only  four  members  of  this  family 
are  now  living:  Eenoni  was  Captain  of  a 
New  York  battery,  and  died  in  1891  in  the 
Soldiers"  Home  at  Corning,  New  York; 
Abraham  resides  at  Leeds,  New  York;  Elisha 
H.  lives  at  Union,  Oregon;  Timothy  A.; 
Winslow  Page  is  an  engineer  in  New  York 
city.  Timothy  A.  Lewis  left  home  at  an 
early  day  and  learned  the  carpenter  and  cabi- 
net-maker's trade,  a  calling  he  followed  for 
many  years,  except  while  in  the  Union  army. 
December  28,  1863,  he   enlisted    in   Com- 


pany F,  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
under  Jerry  Husk,  of  national  fame,  and  took 
part  in  all  the  battles  from  Resaca  to  Atlanta. 
On  the  22d  of  July,  1864,  he  was  wounded 
by  a  shell  at  Decatur,  Georgia,  and  about 
twenty-five  minutes  later  was  wounded  in 
the  face,  losing  most  of  his  teeth,  which  has 
caused  him  much  discomfort  and  ])ain  ever 
since.  Ten  minutes  later  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, but  a  slidi't  time  afterwards  was  iv- 
turned  to  his  regiment,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing was  sent  to  the  bosjjital,  where  he 
remained  until  the  war  closed.  His  discharge 
dates  May  10,  1865,  which  shows  him  to  have 
served  about  seventeen  months.  Although 
he  was  often  sent  to  the  h'jspital,  liis  interest 
in  the  cause  he  espoused  would  not  allow 
him  to  remain  inactive,  and  he  would  rejoin 
his  regiment,  although  many  times  unfitted 
to  do  so. 

L^pon  his  return  home  alter  the  war  was 
over,  he  resunied  contracting  and  building, 
and  this  occupied  his  attention  until  a  few 
years  since,  when  his  means  permitted  him 
to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  life. 
He  became  very  skillful  in  his  calling,  and 
being  a  natural  mechanic,  can  make  almost 
anything  that  can  be  built  from  wood.  A\- 
though  he  has  held  some  minor  official  posi- 
tions, he  has  not  been  a  political  aspirant, 
much  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  business,  rather  than  mixing 
in  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  the  political 
arena,  lie  was  married  at  Montrose,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  24,  1852,  to  Miss  Miranda 
Newcomb,  daughter  of  B.  S.  and  Lucinda 
(Decker)  Newcomb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
have  had  three  cliildren:  George,  residing  in 
Atlanta,  is  retired,  having  been  crippled 
while  working  on  the  railroad;  his  wife  was 
formerly  Mabel  Harris,  and  l)y  her  he  has 
one  child,  George;  May.  after  several  years 
of  married    life,   resumeii    her   maiden   name 
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of  Lewis;  slie  lias  two  children,  George  and 
Guy;  and  Kate,  wife  of  John  S.  Yan  Cliire, 
Professor  of  Music  in  the  Weslejan  College 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  Professor  lost  his 
sight  through  sickness  when  he  was  seven 
years  of  age.  He  is  a  remarkable  schohir 
and  musician,  as  his  position  would  indicate. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  three  colleges  pnd  an 
alumnus  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
class  of  1871.  He  is  a  remarkable  man  in 
many  respects,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
fur  his  many  excellences  of  character.  His 
wife  is  a  cliarming  and  gilted  young  lady, 
who  is  a  soprano  singer  of  considerable 
celebrity.  Their  only  child  is  named  Paul. 
Mr.  Lewis  and  his  wife  have  an  adopted  son 
whom  they  love  as  one  of  their  owu  children, 
and  are  esteemed  and  honored  by  him  in  re- 
turn. He  has  been  with  them  since  his 
second  year,  and  is  a  young  man  of  much 
promise,  especially  as  regards  music,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  attention  for  the  past  three 
years,  and  which  he  expects  to  make  his  call- 
ing through  life. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
and  in  polities  is  an  ardent  Ilepublican.  He 
is  a  man  of  great  foi'ce  of  character,  is  of  a 
genial  and  generous  disposition,  and  is  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  in  his  views. 

1^  H.  HARPISOx\,  a  sugar  broker  of 
lrpH|  La  Crosse,  rejiresenting  all  the  sugar 
■^(f®  retineries  of  Xew  Orleans,  IJoston  and 
Philadelphia,  was  \Kn-\\  in  Paltimore,  Mary- 
land, May  28,  1852,  a  son  uf  Charles  Harri- 
son, Jr.,  and  Mary  (Ridgely)  Harrison.  Both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  forefathers,  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Virginia,  and  John  Ridgely, 
Hampden,  were  signers  of  the  Declai-ation  of 
Independence.  Charles  Harrison,  Jr.,  beo'ai) 
his  career  in  the  Imsiuess  world  as  errand  boy 


in  the  Merchant's  National  Bank  of  Balti- 
more, and  passed  thi'ough  all  the  grades  of 
service  until  he  vvas  made  cashier,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  the  failure  of  his  health 
in  1875;  he  was  an  officer  of  the  bank  for 
thirty-eight  years  and  never  lost  a  day  from 
illness  during  this  long  service.  He  was  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  officials  of  the 
institution,  and  during  the  last  fifteen  years 
of  his  service  the  president,  Johns  Hopkins, 
nuule  him  a  Christmas  present  each  year  of 
twenty-tive  percent,  of  his  salary.  He  was 
a  stanch  churchman,  as  was  also  his  vpife 
and  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of 
the  same;  he  was  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  jirofound  of  bible  students.  His  death 
occurred  in  Baltimore,  November  5,  1873, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife 
died  the  previous  year,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve 
children,  ten  of  them  being  the  result  of  Ids 
third  marriage,  which  was  to  Mary  Ridgely; 
they  all  lived  to  mature  years,  and  are  all 
living  at  the  present  time,  excepting  one 
daughter. 

H.  H.  Harrison  was  educated  at  St.  Tinio- 
thy's  Hall,  a  school  in  charge  of  the  Episco- 
pal Ciiurcli  near  Baltimore.  He  completed 
a  thorough  English  course,  and  then  began 
clerking  in  a  hardware  store  in  Baltimore, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  Li  1875 
he  and  his  brother,  W.  N.,  went  to  the  plan- 
tation owned  by  ths  ir  father,  and  for  several 
years  were  employe<l  in  lunibering  and  log- 
ging, as  the  plantation  contained  a  large  tract 
of  virgin  wdiite-oak  timlier.  In  1881  he  went 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  first  trip  to  the  West. 
He  established  the  Artificial  Stone  Company 
and  conducted  the  business  until  1886,  meet- 
ing with  gratifying  success;  he  then  sold  out 
and  went  to  Minneapolis  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  sugar  refiners.  After  three  years 
he  came  to  La  Crosse,  February  2,  1889,  and 
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has    been   tilling    liis    present    ])Ositiun   with 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married  June  25,  1890, 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Alice  Barron,  a  daughter  of 
William  11.  and  Edna  Barron,  of  La  Crosse. 
Mr.  Barron  was  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury division  freij^ht  a^ent  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.,  Paul  Railroad,  liut  is  now 
retired;  he  and  his  wife  are  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Mrs.  Harrison  is  their  only  child. 
To  Air.  and  Mi's.  Harrison  has  been  born  a 
bright  and  promising  boy,  Herbert  Stanley. 
They  are  both  meml)ers  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Politically  Mr.  Harrison  affiliates 
with  tlie  Republican  party.  He  is  a  thorough 
business  man,  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
courteous  in  manner  and  fully  deserving  of 
the  liberal   patronage  he  lias  received. 


WILLIAM  J.  SCOTT,  ex-Sheriff  of  La 
[\]|'  Crosse  county,  is  a  native  of  L'eland 
and  a  sou  of  John  and  Mary  J. 
(Rogei's)  Scott,  who  were  also  born  on  the 
Emerald  Isle.  The  parents  emigrated  to 
America  in  1850,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  engaged  in  farming.  In  1S57 
they  removed  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  are  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
this  State.  While  a  i-esident  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  father  had  some  lumlier  interests  and 
operated  a  saw-mill,  but  since  coining  to  this 
county  he  has  been  engagetl  in  agricultural 
pursuits;  he  is  now  eighty-seven  years  of  age, 
and  his  wife  is  eighty-three.  To  them  were 
born  eight  children:  Ellen,  wife  of  William 
Blackley,  departed  this  life  in  August,  1877; 
Joseph  P.  married  Ella  McDonald;  during 
the  late  war  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Second 
Wisconsin  Calvary,  and  did  valiant  ser\ice; 
he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  ISdo, 
and  discharired  his  duties  with  sreat  satisfac- 


tion to  the  public;  he  has  also  filled  positions 
of  honor  and  trust  in  this  city;  Robert  A.  is 
Postmaster  of  \m  Crosse;  he  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war.  and  passed  through  all  the  e.\- 
])eriencesnf  figliting, imprisonment, and  beiufr 
wounded ;  he  has  served  as  Sheriff  of  La  Crosse 
county  three  years;  he  married  Miss  Elsie 
Gile,  a  daughter  of  Abuer  (V\\v.  who  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  on  another  page  of  this 
volume;  Elizabeth  died  in  early  childhood; 
Iladessah  is  tlie  wife  of  John  E.  Davis,  of  St 
Paul;  William  J.,  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
Lizzie  died  in  1S70,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Richard  R.  is  living  in  Michigan. 

William  J.  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  La  Crosse,  and  at  the  acrt-  of 
fourteen  years  he  went  into  the  Brick  Pome- 
roy  printing  office,  where  he  remained  until 
he  went  into  the  one-hundred-day  st'r\"ice  in 
186-1: ;  his  regiment  was  stationed  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  and  was  on  garrison  duty  much  of 
the  time.  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment he  returned  to  his  home,  and  from  1870 
to  1877  he  traveled  tlirough  the  South, 
Southwest  and  West,  over  Colorado,  New 
Mexico,  Arizona  and  old  Mexico,  I'eturninor 
to  La  Crosse  in  April,  1877.  In  1879  lie 
was  appointed   under  Sheiiif,   M.  M.  IJuttles 


being  Sheritf;    he  continued  to  fill  this 


posi 


tion  seven  years,  Mr.  liiittles  being  succeeded 
l)y  R.  A.  Sc(.>tt,  and  he  in  turn  by  (Jle  Jensoii. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  noiniiiateii  fur 
Sheriff  of  the  cuunty,  and  was  elected  l)y  a 
handsome  majority.  He  was  a  very  cafiable 
official,  and  performed  his  <hi ties  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  his  constituency.  Upon  the 
expiration  of  ids  term  of  office  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  trade,  and  has  met  with 
much  encouragement  in  this  enterprise:  his 
wide  acquaintance  in  the  C(juiity  has  brought 
him  a  large  patronage,  which  he  holds  by 
iiniformly  honorable  dealinn's. 

Mr.  Scott  was  iiiai'ried,  Februai-y  14,  18^4, 
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to  Miss  Jennette  M.  Lang,  a  daucrhter  of 
John  and  Ellen  Lang,  of  Onalaska,  Wis- 
consin. Mr.  Lang  died  June  14,  1886,  aged 
sixtj-three  years;  his  wife  survives  him,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
have  been  born  three  children:  John  L., 
Robert  G.,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  twelve 
months,  and  another  child  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Scott  is  a  member  of  the  L  (3.  ().  F. 
and  of  the  G.  A.  H.  He  takes  an  interest  in 
the  movements  of  the  great  political  parties, 
and  casts  his  suffrage  with  the  Republicans. 
February  22, 1892,  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
United  States  Marshal  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict of  Wisconsin,  but  declined  to  accept. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
La  Crosse,  and  has  made  a  record  both  in 
private  and  official  life  that  is  an  honor  to 
himself,  to  his  family  and  to  his  country. 


yipAPTAIX  G.  H.  ALLEN,  agent  of  tiie 
ffi^  Diamond  Jo.  Line  of  Steamers,  plying 
^n  on  tlie  Mississippi  river,  has  been  a 
resident  of  La  Ch-osse  only  since  1889,  but 
has  already  formed  many  acquaintances  and 
friendships  and  has  won  the  unreserved  re- 
spect of  all  with  whom  lie  has  had  either  busi- 
ness or  social  relations.  He  was  born  on 
Bunker  Hill,  Boston,  July  11, 1852,  to  David 
and  Mary  J.  (Kennison)  Allen,  who  were 
born  in  the  Granite  State,  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts  in  the  springtime  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  one  of  the  earliest 
provision  dealers  of  Ciiarleston,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  this  calling  made  a  comfortable 
competency  for  himself  and  family.  He 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
at  which  time  he  was  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  tlie  Congregational  t-hui'di,  of 
which  his  widow  is  also  a  meml)er.     He  was 


one  of  the  oldest  Masons  of  his  locality, 
having  joined  that  worthy  order  in  1837. 
His  widow  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  at  East 
Somerville,  Massachusetts. 

Captain  G.  H.  Allen  is  an  only  child,  and 
in  his  youth  was  an  attendant  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  State,  in  which  he  ac- 
quii-ed  a  practical  education.  Upon  attaining 
a  suitable  age  he  entered  his  father's  stoi-e, 
but  left  it  to  engage  in  the  express  business, 
which  calling  he  continued  to  follow  for 
about  ten  years,  principally  in  the  United 
States.  He  took  the  lirst  run  for  the  New 
England  Express  Company,  and  when  this 
company  sold  out  he  was  the  last  employe  to 
leave.  Following  this  for  five  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  United  States  Express 
Company,  and  his  next  move  was  to  come  to 
La  Crosse  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his 
present  position.  His  services  have  been  ex- 
tremely satisfactory,  and  in  his  business  of 
looking  after  passengers  and  freight,  he  is 
courtesy  and  kindness  itself,  iiis  accommo- 
dating spirit  and  agreeaiile  manner  winning 
him  the  hearty  good- will  and  respect  of  his 
fellows.  He  is  a  man  with  whom  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  have  business  relations,  for  in 
addition  to  being  the  soul  of  honor  he  is 
wise  in  judgment  and  shrewd  and  far-seeing 
in  his  views. 

He  was  first  married  in  1873,  to  Miss  Ma- 
rion A.  Hanchett,  daughter  of  P.  S.  Hanchett 
of  Massachusetts,  but  in  1879,  at  the  un- 
timely age  of  twenty-eight  years,  she  was 
called  from  life.  She  bore  her  husband  two 
children:  Florence,  who  has  quite  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  singer  and  musician,  and  Arthur, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Summerville,  Massachu- 
setts. Captain  Allen's  second  marriage  was 
consummated  in  1883,  Flora  L.,  the  daughter 
of  Jackson  Carl  of  Birmingham,  Massachu- 
setts, becoming    his  wife  and  exeiitually  the 
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motlier  of  his  two  cliildren:  Ralpli  aiid  Carl. 
Captain  Allen  is  a  cliarter  member  of  the 
Koyal  Arcanum,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
first  lodge  organized  in  the  United  States,  at 
Boston,  in  1877.  lie  takes  but  little  interest 
in  politics,  generally  allowing  the  man,  who 
in  his  estimation  is  best  fitted  tor  the  ofhce, 
to  determine  his  party  preference,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  considered  acquisitions  to  the 
social  circles  of  La  Crosse,  and  their  home, 
which  is  a  charming  and  hospitable  one,  is  a 
favorite  resort  of  their  numerous  friends. 


fOHN  W.  KLICK,  who  has  been  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  building 
interests  of  La  Crosse,  was  boi-n  in  Bo- 
hemia, Austria,  in  1847,  a  son  of  Simon  and 
Theresa  Klick;  his  parents  emigrated  to  La 
Crosse  in  1872,  and  are  now  residents  of  this 
city.  Heobtaineil  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  attending  both  the  common  schools  and 
university,  and  in  1866  he  crossed  the  sea  to 
America  in  search  of  the  fortune  the  New 
World  might  have  for  him.  He  had  learned 
the  stone-mason's  trade,  and  upon  his  arrival 
in  this  country  he  settled  in  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin, hoping  to  secure  employment  at  his 
trade;  this,  however,  he  was  not  al)le  to  do 
for  one  year,  but  tiie  end  of  that  time  the 
way  opened,  and  since  then  be  has  been  en- 
gaged in  business,  meeting  with  marked  suc- 
cess. Since  1872,  he  has  been  taking  con- 
tracts for  the  erection  of  stone  buildings; 
from  1879  to  1881,  he  built  two  of  the  large 
edifices  at  the  State  Reform  School  at  Wauke- 
sha. In  1871  lie  had  the  contract  for  the 
brick  and  stone  work  of  the  large  mills  of 
N.  B.  Holway  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  and  many 
other  brick  and  stone  buildings  in  and  about 
La  Crosse  have  lieen  put  up  under  his  direc- 
tion.     He  has  Won  an  enviable  retiutation  as 


a  conscientious  and  reliable  builder,  and 
enjoys  the  highest  regard  of  his  fellow- 
craftsmen  and  patrons. 

Mr.  Klick  was  uni'od  in  marriage  in  1871, 
to  Miss  ]!arl)ara  Karbuski,  whose  parents 
were  of  Eui'opean  birth;  her  father  died  when 
she  was  a  cliild,  liut  the  mother  is  still  living, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Klick  have  l)een  born  four  children: 
Samuel,  Charles,  John  and  Carrie. 

Politically  our  subject  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Builders'  Union  of  La  Crosse,  and  has  been 
honored  with  the  oflico  of  president  of  that 
body. 

■^^LE  L.  MY  HUE. — Scandinavia  has  fur- 
flsl  nished    her    full    quota    of    substantial 

NW  citizens  for  the  peopling  of  the  Republic 
of  the  United  States,  a  band  of  men  and 
women  refiecting  great  credit  upon  their 
mother  country.  <  )le  L.  j\Iyhre  was  born  in 
Norway  in  1863,  a  son  of  Lars  and  Mary 
Olsen,  also  Norwegians  by  birth;  the  father 
followed  work  on  the  river  and  was  drowned 
in  1871,  leaving  his  family  in  almost  desti- 
tute circumstances.  When  our  subject  had 
attained  his  eighteenth  year,  he  determined 
to  cross  the  sea  to  America  in  ordei-  to  better 
his  condition.  The  opportuniHes  offered  by 
the  New  World  could  not  be  inferior  to  those 
of  the  land  he  was  leaving,  so  he  felt  it  a 
safe  venture.  Coming  to  a  strange  people 
speaking  a  strange  tongue,  with  no  capital 
and  no  friends,  is  an  experience  that  will  test 
the  bravest  heart.  The  first  three  years  of 
Mr.  Myhre's  sojourn  here  he  was  variously 
employed, performing  any  labor  that  promised 
honest  returns.  By  strict  economy  be  man- 
aged to  give  himself  the  advantage  of  two 
terms  in  the  commercial   school  of  La  Crosse 
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and  one  term  in  the  University  at  Galesville. 

The  tirst  money  tliat  he  invested  was  put 
into  lots  in  North  La  Crosse,  and  this  proved 
a  profitable  outlay.  In  1887  he  opened  a 
meat  market,  renting  both  the  markets  in 
this  part  of  the  town.  Since  that  time  he 
has  erected  a  market,  ice-house,  stable,  and  a 
good  frame  dwelling;.  He  has  proven  him- 
self a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity,  and  by 
the  employment  of  strictly  honorable  methods 
he  has  estal)lished  a  large  and  paying  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Myhre  was  married  in  1886,  to  Miss 
Gunda  Hegge,  a  daughter  of  Hans  Hegge  of 
La  Crosse,  and  to  them  has  been  Ijorn  one 
child,  named  Mary.  Mr.  Myhre  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Labor. 


flEGO  LANGE,  hardware  merchant  and 
contractor  in  tin  and  sheet-iron  rooting, 
was  born  at  Watertown,  Wisconsin, 
March  13,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Adolph  W. 
and  Louisa  (Segelke)  Lange.  His  parents 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  their  native 
country,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America 
about  1845  or  1847,  landing  in  tlie  city  of 
New  Orleans;  later  they  removed  to  "Water- 
town,  Wisconsin,  wliei-e  the  father  followed 
his  profession,  that  of  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
for  many  years.  He  died  in  this  place  Sep- 
tember 2,  18'J0;  ills  wife  survives  him.  They 
reared  a  family  of  three  sons  ami  three  daugh- 
ters: Ernest  (jf  La  Crosse:  Mary,  Minnie, 
Alma,  widow  o[  Ileimer  Wedermeyer;  Diego, 
the  subject  of  this  brief  l)iography,  and 
Herman  of  Spokane  Falls,  Washington. 

Diego  Lange  grew  to  manhood  in  Water- 
town,  and  there  learned  the  tinner's  trade; 
he  also  clerked  in  a  hanlware  store,  familiar- 
izing himself  with  all  the  details  of  the 
business.     In    1878    he   came    to    La  Crosse, 


worked  at  his  trade,  and  also  served  as  a  clerk 
in  a  hardware  store  until  1884,  when  he 
opened  an  establishment  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  this  under- 
taking, his  methods  being  systematic  and  his 
aim  being  to  give  the  best  satisfaction  in 
every  piece  of  work  entrusted  to  him. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Deutsche  Verein, 
of  the  Third  Ward  Aid  Society,  and  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  man 
of  sterling  traits  of  character,  and  is  destined 
to  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  the  com- 
mercial circles  of  the  State. 


i*~^  l^-.^I  ^'^ 


ALTER  SCOTT  LUCE.— The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Gales- 
l^=p^  ville,  Wisconsin,  March  28,  1861. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  S.  Luce  and  Hannah 
(Gale)  Luce.  The  latter  a  sister  of  the  late 
Judo-e  Gale,  from  whom  Galesville  received 
its  name.  Our  subjecfs  career  has  been  an 
uneventful  one,  being  that  of  a  hard-working, 
ambitious  journalist.  His  father  was  editor 
of  the  Galesville  Tra>iserij:>t  at  the  time  (jf 
his  birth,  and  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years 
our  subject  begaii  to  learn  the  printer's  trade 
in  the  office  of  the  Galesville  Journal,  which 
was  owned  and  edited  by  his  brother,  George 
S.  Luce.  This  occupation  he  gave  up  for  two 
or  three  years  while  he  attended  the  Gales- 
ville University,  now  Gale  College,  but  was 
too  anxious  to  get  back  to  work  to  secure  the 
diploma,  alt\iost  in  sight.  In  ISSl  he  pur- 
chased from  his  father  the  office  of  the  Gales- 
ville Indepenileiit,  which  he  continued  to 
publish  .with  success  until  1889,  when  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  La  Crosse,  where  in 
June,  1890,  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  La  Crosse  Daily  Press,  then  but  three 
months  old.  He  bought  out  his  partner  in 
the  following   December,  and  up  to  the  pros- 
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ent  time  has  continued  tlie  l)usiness  with 
marked  success. 

The  family  is  a  literary  one,  both  father 
and  mother  possessing  acknowledged  poetical 
ability.  They  united  in  the  pnlilication  of  a 
volume  of  poems  in  1870,  and  since  then  S. 
S.  Luce  has  issued  two  other  volumes.  (rJeorge 
S.  Luce,  a  brother,  is  a  journalist,  and  Mrs. 
Dorwin,  of  Durand,  a  sister,  has  won  several 
magazine  prizes  for  her  writings. 

In  1882  he  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie 
Davis,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
of  eight  years. 

His  journalistic  career  thus  far  has  been 
most  flattering,  and  he  attriliutes  his  success 
to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every  detail  of 
tiie  business,  having  graduated  from  every 
department,  frotn  otiice  boy  to  managing  edi- 
tor. He  is  proud  of  his  Wisconsin  birtli, 
and  hopes  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the 
journalistic  field  of  Western  Wisconsin. 


f'OSEPH  PINKERTON,  who  has  for 
1  many  years  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Hamilton  township,  is  the 
subject  of  the  following  liiographical  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Stcrlingshire,  Scotland,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  (Crosby)  Pinkertou,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased;  the  father  died  in  1827.  and  the 
mother  in  1833;  they  were  natives  of  Scotland 
and  passed  their  lives  in  that  country.  They 
reared  a  family  of  three  children:  Sarah,  wife 
of  William  Robinson;  Joseph,  the  subject  of 
tlds  notice,  and  John,  a  sketch  of  whom  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  tliis  volume.  The  two 
brothers  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  America 
in  1844,  and  after  their  arrival  here  stopped 
for  a  year  in  Canada  West;  thence  tliey  came 
to  La  Crosse  county.  Wisconsin,  and  pni-- 
chasedl20  acres  of  land,  which  they  cultivated 


until  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war.  When 
there  came  a  call  fur  men  to  go  to  the  defence 
of  the  Union,  they  went  to  La  Crosse  and 
enlisted  in  Company  L  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infaiitry,  serving  from  September 
1,  1864,  to  the  close  of  the  war.  They  jiar- 
ticipated  in  the  engagement  at  Xashville  and 
also  at  Franklin,  and  tlience  went  to  New 
Orleans;  at  this  point  they  embarked  on  an 
ocean  steamer,  crossed  the  Gulf  to  Mobile; 
they  cruised  about  this  port,  were  in  many 
skirmishes,  and  in  the  tinal  iiattle  were  vic- 
torious. Thence  they  were  removed  to  Siian- 
ish  Fort,  and  their  last  battle  was  at  lilakely. 
Our  subject  then  started  to  Montgoniei'y, 
Alabain;!,  and  was  finally  discharged  and 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Fniontown, 
Alabama;  he  was  paid  off  at  Madison,  Wis- 
consin. He  was  once  slightly  wounded  at 
N'ashville,  but  was  never  taken  prisoner, 
although  he  had  many  narrow  escapes.  He 
was  a  faithful,  valiant  soldiei-,  always  ready 
for  duty,  and  never  lost  a  moment  from  ill- 
ness or  other  cause.  When  the  war  was 
ended  he  returned  to  his  home,  ami  was  met 
with  this  discouraging  fact:  the  lumber  he 
had  ready  to  build  a  house  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  forest  tires. 

He  was  obliged  to  begin  life  over  again, 
atid,  taking  a  piece  of  land,  began  to  reduce 
it  from  a  wild  state,  to  one  of  cultivation. 
He  tilled  the  soil  for  fourteen  years,  and  in 
1879.  was  compelled  to  abandon  farming  on 
account  of  failing  health.  The  exposure  he 
endured  in  the  army  was  too  severe,  and  he 
has  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  it; 
he  has  l)een  receiving  a  small  pension  from 
the  Govern ment  since  1881,  which  has  been 
recently  inci'eased. 

Mr.  Pinkerton  has  been  called  to  fill  various 
townslii])  offices  and  has  filled  these  positions 
with  credit  to  himself.  Politically  he  adheres 
to  the  Republican    party,  in    which    he   is   an 
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active  worker.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Post,  aud  takes  a  just  pride  in  his  mili- 
tary record.  lie  is  in  every  way  a  most 
worthy  citizen,  and  merits  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 


fOHN  PINKEKTON,  a  retired  agricul- 
turist, of  Hamilton  township,  has 
contributed  his  share  of  labor  in  the 
development  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  has 
earned  the  rest  he  is  now  enjoying.  He  was 
born  in  Sterlingshire,  Scotland,  December  14, 
1S24.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war  in  his  adopted  country,  he  enlisted  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment  as  his  brother 
Joseph,  took  part  in  the  same  engagements, 
and  was  honoralily  discharged  at  the  same 
time.  After  his  return  from  the  war  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  followed  this  calling 
until  1890,  when  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  retire  from  active  pursuits.  His  farm 
is  situated  three  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
West  Salem,  and  contains  ninety  acres;  it  is 
well  watered,  by  the  La  Crosse  river,  aud  is 
excellently  adapted  both  to  stock  and  grain 
raising;  his  cattle  are  of  the  Holstein  breed, 
the  hogs  are  Poland  China,  and  the  horses 
are  of  good  record;  the  crops  are  wheat,  oats, 
hay,  corn  and  potatoes.  The  buildings  on 
the  place  are  of  a  substantial  character  and 
are  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences. 

Mr.  Pinkerton  was  inarried  June  14,  1864, 
to  Miss  Jane  Hewitt,  a  ilaughter  of  James 
and  Eleanor  Hewitt  of  La  Crosse  county. 
Tins  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth 
of  one  child:  Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Georcre  Gilickson,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Carrie  and  Harvey. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
meniV)ers  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch.  Mr. 
Pinkerton  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post 


of  West  Salem.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  dis- 
position, progressive  in  his  views,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 


fRAXK  D.  SHAW,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  a  trusted  employe  of  the  Chi- 
^  cago,  Burlington  and  jNorthern  Rail- 
road Company,  is  a  citizen  of  La  Crosse 
county,  and  is  deserving  of  the  place  that  has 
been  accorded  him  in  this  record  of  suhstan- 
tial  men  and  women.  He  was  horn  in  New 
Hampshire,  September  25,  1854,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Susan  (Shaw)  Shaw,  who 
were  also  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
father  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  hut  devoted  a 
portion  of  his  life  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  widely  known  as  an 
able  preacher,  and  accomplished  mucli  in  the 
cause  of  his  Master.  He  was  born  July  12, 
1812,  and  died  August  25,  1856;  his  wife 
was  l)orn  August  5,  1823,  and  died  at  Fair- 
banks, Florida,  in  1883.  The  family  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin  in  1856,  and  settled  in 
Rock  county.  There  were  four  sons  in  the 
family:  James  Iv.  died  at  the  age  of  forty 
years;  he  married  Mary  O'Harra  and  they 
had  three  children:  Emma,  Charles  and 
Albert;  he  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
resided  in  Milwaukee;  his  wife  is  also 
deceased.  John  B.  lives  at  Paxton,  Illinois; 
he  married  Libhie  Ilolcomb,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  five  children:  George,  Jen- 
nie, Jessie  (deceased),  Frankie  and  Horace. 
Daniel  P.  is  in  Chicago;  he  married  Arpie 
Smith.  Tlie  fourth  son  is  Frank  D.,  the 
subject  of  this  biography.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  pulilic  schools,  and  for  two 
years  was  a  student  at  the  Illinois  Industrial 
Hniversity.  He  was  afterwards  employed 
by  the  Chicago  Times  &&  mailing  agent  for  a 
term  of  tour  years. 
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AVhen  he  severed  his  connection  with  the 
Chicago  Times  he  began  his  career  as  a  rail- 
road man,  securing  a  position  with  the  Glii- 
cago  &  Iowa  Railroad  Company  as  brakeraan; 
in  six  months  he  became  train  baggage-man, 
and  retained  this  position  for  six  and  a  half 
years.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  conductor  on  the  above  named  road; 
he  ran  a  construction  train  until  the  road  was 
finished,  and  then  had  the  honor  of  taking 
the  iirst  regular  passenger  train  going  south 
from  La  Crosse.  He  still  retains  this  run, 
and  has  never  lost  any  time  except  on  account 
of  illness,  either  of  himself  or  in  his  family. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  married  November  1-i, 
1882,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Murphy,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Johanna  Murphy,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  both  of  whom  survive.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw: 
Franklin  (deceased),  Florence  M.  and  Jessie 
E.  Mrs.  Shaw  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Clnirch.  Politically  Mr.  Shaw  atfiiates  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent habits,  and  during  his  service  to  the 
railroad  company  he  has  given  a  degree  of 
satisfaction  seldom  equaled. 

James  and  Johanna  Murphy  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children:  James,  Patrick, 
Thomas,  Anna  M.  (Mrs.  Shaw),  Nellie,  wife 
of  Edwin  Utnian,  Alice,  Mamie  and  John. 

fEORGE  FARNAM,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  worthy  band  of  pioneers  who 
paved  the  way  for  the  advance  of  civili- 
zation on  the  Western  frontier.  As  such  his 
name  is  to  be  preserved  in  the  annals  of  La 
Crosse  county.  He  was  born  in  (Grange 
county,  New  York,  February  24,  1S25,  and 
was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Keturah  (Sey- 
bolt)  Farnam,  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 


gave  the  strictest  attention  to  his  vocation  ;  he 
was  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  an(l  was 
greatl}'  respected  by  the  entire  coinnninity; 
he  was  born  October  I'J,  1779,  and  died 
April  27,  1868;  his  wife  was  liorn  September 
6,  1787,  and  died  December  6,  1872;  they 
were  married  October  31,  1812,  and  lived  in 
great  harmony  and  happiness  forty-six  years; 
the  faithful  wife  had  not  long  to  walk  alone 
on  earth,  but  was  soon  called  to  join  the  com- 
panion of  her  worldly  experience.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children :  Abigail,  Mary 
(deceased),  Harriet,  Matilda,  George,  Emily, 
who  died  July  14,  1861,  aged  thirty-three 
years,  and  Sarah  F.,  who  died  April  27, 1844, 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  (reorge  Farnam 
received  his  education  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  reared  to  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
cultui-e:  having  an  inclination  to  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching  he  devoted  some  time  to  tliis 
calling  with  gratifying  success. 

He  came  from  New  York  to  Iowa  in  1851, 
and  selected  La  Crosse  as  his  future  home; 
Farnam  street  is  named  in  his  honor.  He 
first  embarked  in  the  lumber  l)usiness,  l)ut 
during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  gave  his 
attention  to  the  real-estate  trade. 

Mr.  Farnam  was  united  in  marriage  ilarcli 
3,  1852,  to  Miss  Ann  M.  Stover,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children:  Walter  G.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Arthur  S.,  manager  of  the 
Star  Knitting  Works,  of  La  Crosse,  married 
Miss  Jennie  Calvert,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Margaret;  Emnie  L.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  11. 
Clark,  agent  of  the  American  Express  Com- 
pany, at  Winona;  Anna  is  a  teacher  of  wide 
experience  and  superior  ability,  employed  in 
the  Minneapolis  schools;  the  mother  of  these 
children  died  (October  13,  1867,  aged  thirty- 
six  years.  Mr.  Farnam's  second  marriage 
occurred  December  1,  187(.>,  when  lie  was 
uniteil  to  Miss  Sarah  ]\lontgomery,  daughter 
of  Abel  and  Sarah  Montgomery.     The  father 


BTOnRAPIIICAL    U I  STORY. 


of  Mrs.  Farnam  died  in  1880,  aged  eighty- 
six  years,  and  bis  wife  passed  away  in  1870 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The  cliildren 
of  Mr.  Farnatn's  second  marriage  are:  George 
E.,  a  type-writer  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  JS'orthern  Railroad  Com- 
pany since  his  sixteenth  year;  he  is  a  young 
man  of  great  promise,  having  exceptional 
linsiness  qualifications;  he  is  a  inemljer  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  tlie  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  this  city;  Roy 
M.  was  born  April  13,  1873,  and  died  May  2, 
1882;  Josie  F.  is  a  pupil  in  the  La  Crosse 
graded  schools;  she  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Churcli.  The  mother  lias 
been  a  memlier  of  this  cliurcli  since  hei' 
twentieth  year,  and  until  her  healtli  declined, 
was  a  most  zealous  worker. 

Mr.  Farnam,  after  a  long  and  painful  ill- 
ness, died  September  10,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  He  was  an  honored  member 
of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  took  a  deep  interest 
in  tlie  affairs  of  the  Government,  and  faitli- 
fuUy  discliarged  his  duties  as  a  citizen  of  this 
free  and  independent  nation;  he  cast  liis  suf- 
frage with  the  Republican  party,  and  zeal 
ously  supported   the  principles  of   that  body. 


fERD  BRAITZMAN  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Barre  Mills  and  is  one  of  the  pro- 
-f  gressive  and  leading  business  men  of 
the  township.  He  was  born  in  Germany  and 
there  was  reared,  educated  and  learned  his 
trade.  Being  anxious  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world  and  to  acquire  a  competency, 
he  decided  that  America  offei'ed  the  best 
field  for  the  accomplisliment  of  his  desires, 
and  in  1879  he  left  tlie  old  c(.)untry  and  came 
to  the  United  States.  After  a  residence  of 
eight  years  in  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  dui'ing 
which   time  liis  attention  was  devoted   to  the 


milling  business,  he  removed  to  La  Crosse 
county  and  purchased  the  Barre  Mills,  which 
lie  repaired  and  put  in  good  working  con- 
dition. He  has  successfully  conducted  these 
mills  up  to  the  present  time,  and  his  large 
local  trade  is  the  strongest  indorsement  his 
product  could  have.  He  offers  his  customers 
the  best  terms,  and  by  treating  everyone  who 
lias  business  relations  with  !iim  in  a  court- 
eous and  proper  manner,  he  has  met  with 
well  deserved  success. 

He  was  married  in  1880,  to  Miss  Anna 
Hass,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  and  Henri- 
etta Hass,  the  former  of  whom  was  pastor  of 
a  church  at  Lowell,  AYisconsin,  for  five  j'ears, 
and  later  acted  in  the  same  capacity  in  other 
localities.  He  died  in  Mormon  valley,  in 
1890,  his  death  being  a  source  of  deep  regret, 
not  only  to  his  congregation  but  to  all  who 
knew  him.  In  addition  to  his  mill  Mr. 
Braitzman  owns  three  acres  of  land,  which  he 
uses  as  a  pasture,  and  near  his  mill  is  a  sub- 
stantial two-story  brick  dwelling-house  in 
which  he  resides  with  his  family.  He  keeps 
a  number  of  good  horses,  cattle  and  hogs 
and  is  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  man  of 
business.  His  union  has  been  blessed  in  the 
birth  of  the  followino- children:  Louisa,  Lena, 
Emma,  Edwin,  Amanda  and  Arthur.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Bostwick  valley,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  standi  Democrat. 


fOHX  HASS  has  been  before  the  public 
as  a  miller  and  farmer  of  La  Crosse 
'-Ti  county,  Wisconsin,  since  18G9,  and  dur- 
ing tliis  time  iiis  career  has  been  marked  by 
honesty  of  pur|)ose,  thrift,  intelligence, — in 
fact,  all  the  qualities  that  go  towards  making 
a  model  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  in  1841,  and  the  same  year  of   his 
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birth  he  was  left  fatherless,  his  mother's 
death  oceurringat  a  later  period.  John  Hass 
was  the  youngest  of  their  twelve  children,  and 
in  March,  1860.  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin. 
Having  learned  the  details  of  milling  in  his 
native  land,  he  began  following  this  calling 
ill  this  county,  and  for  a  numljcr  of  years 
worked  foi-  wages  for  other  men.  In  1869 
he  located  on  the  Jones  farm,  purchasing  two 
eigiity-acre  tracts,  and  of  this  valualile  land 
he  is  still  the  fortunate  owner.  He  soon 
after  purchased  over  six  acres  of  land  on 
which  was  erected  a  flouring  mill,  and  this 
he  utilizes  during  the  winter  seasons  for 
grinding  feed,  his  monthly  income  from  tlie 
same  amounting  to  about  !?100.  lie  is  a 
thrifty  and  practical  farmer  and  his  land  is 
exceptionally  well  cultivated  and  improved, 
liis  residence,  which  is  a  substantial  two-story 
brick  structure,  being  located  on  a  lieautifnl 
building  site.  He  has  two  laro-e  barns  on  his 
premises  for  sheltering  stock  and  for  storing 
grain,  besides  other  convenient  liuildings,  and 
an  excellent  wind-pump,  which  saves  him  the 
labor  of  pumping  water  for  his  stock.  A 
good-sized  creek  runs  througli  his  land,  thus 
making  it  a  good  stock-raising  farm,  and  it 
is  also  admirably  adapted  for  the  raising  of 
the  cereals,  hay,  etc.  That  often  much 
abused  phrase  "self-made  man"  may  be  ap- 
plied to  him,  ftir  on  reaching  this  country 
his  capital  was  very  small  indeed,  and  it  is 
entirely  owing  to  his  own  pluck  and  push 
that  he  is  now  so  comfortably  situated. 

He  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Ida  Con- 
nell,  who  came  from  Germany  the  same  year 
as  liiTnself,  in  company  with  a  sister  and  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Ilass.  Her  parents  still  re- 
side in  Germany. 

Martha  Hass,  an  adopted  daughter,  has 
been  living  and  making  her  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hass  for  the  past  thirteen  years,  and 


she  has  found  in  them  true  and  disinterested 
friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hass  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  ('hurch,  of  iiost- 
wick  valley,  and  have  the  respect  of  a  large 
circle  of  accpiaintances. 


■T-tT  a  LTK R  J 0 1 1 X  C A RL  Y LE,  deceased, 
l/\/     ^^'i^    '"'I'll    ill  Williamsburg,  Dundas 

f'^^SJft*-]  county,  Ontario,  June  6.  IMit,  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to 
Adam  and  Catherine  E.  (Cook)  Carlyle.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  John  and  ('atheiine 
(Hess)  Cook,  were  natives  of  Canada  and 
New  York  respectively.  Adam  Carlyle  w:is 
born  in  Scotland,  February  15,  1825,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Canada,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years.  They  settled  near  Corn- 
wall, ()ntarii>,  but  later  removed  to  North 
Williamsburg,  where  he  married  Catherine 
E.  Cook,  who  was  born  April  18.  1S28. 
Their  family  was  as  follows:  Walter  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch;  Cather- 
ine J.,  wife  of  George  Spangler;  Thomas  D., 
the  first  white  child  born  in  De  Soto,  Wis- 
consin; Anna  E.;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  C.  Con- 
ley;  Daisy  IL,  wife  of  Ed  (-iorry;  Adam 
W.,  and  (reorge.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  The  father  nf  this  family  died 
June  7,  IS'.H,  but  the  mother  still  survives, 
and  is  a  woman  of  most  worthy  character. 
Adam  Carlyle  was  a  cousin  of  the  celeljrated 
author,  Thouuis  Carlyle.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  and  fi)r  many  years  was 
identifled  with  the  commercial  growth  of 
De  Soto,  Wisconsin,  where  he  settled  with 
his  family  in  185(j. 

Our  subject  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his 
father's  family  when  a  youth  of  seven  years, 
and  gi-i'W  to  maturity  at  De  Soto,  Vernon 
county,  and  there  received  hi.-  early  ednca- 
tii.in.     He  was  emphiyed  some  years  in  erect- 


UIUdRAPlIIOAL    HTSTOnr. 


ing  telegraph  lines,  one  of  these  extending 
from  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  to  Lansing,  Iowa. 
He  set  the  first  telegraph  pole  ever  put  up  in 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

April  21,  1873,  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
R.  tlughes,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Eobert 
and  Hannah  (Fairbanks)  Hughes,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  next  after  this.  The 
young  couple  located  at  Fulton,  Illinois,  and 
Mr.  Carlyle  became  the  agent  for  the  Dia- 
mond Joe  Steamboat  Company.  In  the 
spring  of  1874  he  embarked  in  the  whole- 
sale flour  business  at  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
in  company  with  his  father  and  a  Mr.  Wil- 
cox, under  the  firm  name  of  Wilcox  &  Carl- 
yles.  This  business  venture  proved  dis- 
astrous, and  at  tlie  end  of  a  year  JMr.  Carljle 
returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  soon  after  located 
again  at  Fulton,  and  resumed  business  for 
the  Diamond  Joe  Company,  antl  remained  in 
their  employ  several  years.  He  settled  in 
La  Crosse  in  1885,  where,  in  company  with 
his  brother-in-law,  they  established  the  well- 
known  La  Crosse  Enterprise  Marble  Wurks. 
Later  he  was  interested  in  the  La  Crosse 
Grocery  Company;  he  was  its  manager,  and 
gave  character  and  stability  to  that  enter- 
])rise,  which  is  still  doing  business.  His 
death  occurred  at  bis  home,  November  IL, 
1890. 

Mr.  Carlyle  was  a  man  of  strongly  marked 
character,  honorable,  upright,  self-reliant  and 
progressive;  a  man  of  great  business  ability, 
active,  energetic  and  pusliing,  doing  well 
whatever  his  hands  found  to  do.  A  fine  type 
of  the  true  American  citizen,  his  energy  was 
so  great,  and  application  to  business  so  con- 
stant, that  it  gradually  wore  upon  his  physi- 
cal strength,  and  when  typhoid  fever  came 
upon  him  he  became  its  prey  while  yet  in 
the  prime  of  early  manhood.  lie  was  broad 
and    liberal  in  his  relitrious  views,  moral  and 


generous,  and  at  all  times  faithfully  dis- 
charged bis  duty  to  his  fellow-man  and  his 
family.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  as 
are  all  the  members  of  the  Carlyle  family. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  La  Crosse 
Lodge  of  Modern  Woodmen,  and  his  the  first 
death  to  occur  among  its  members. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlyle  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Ma- 
rion E.,  Jean  O.,  Josie  E.,  Fredericka  E., 
Georgiana  C.  and  Tomsina.  Robert.  Cora 
and  Walter  J.  are  deceased. 

Mrs.  Carlyle  is  an  intelligent,  cultured 
woman.  She  and  her  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  their  pleas- 
ant home  is  the  abode  of  liospitality  and 
happiness. 


tAPTAIN  ROBERT  PIUGIIES, 
for  whom  the  La  Crosse  camp  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  is  named,  was  born 
in  Anglesea,  Wales,  in  1822,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  country.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  1842,  and  was  successfully 
following  his  trade,  that  of  a  tailor,  when  the 
dark  cloud  of  the  Rebellion  spread  from  the 
horizon  to  the  zenith;  every  loyal  citizen, 
whether  by  birth  or  adoption,  had  a  duty  to 
perform,  and  Captain  Hughes  responded  to 
the  call  for  75.000  men  to  go  to  the  front  in 
defense  of  the  old  flag.  He  enlisted  in  the 
service  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  first 
company  to  leave  La  Crosse,  Wilson  Col  well 
lieing  Captain,  and  Frank  Hatch  First  Lieu- 
tenant. The  company  became  a  part  of  the 
Second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  the 
mortuary  record  of  which  shows  that  the 
"Old  Iron  Brigade"  lost  the  greatest  per- 
centage of  men  of  all  brigades  in  the  Union 
arm}'.  Upon  the  death  of  Captain  Colwell, 
Lieutenant    Iluglies    was     promoted    to    the 
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position,  and  discliPi'ged  the  duties  of  the 
office  with  honor  to  himself.  May  10,  1864, 
while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  on  the 
sixth  day  of  the  liattle,  he  met  his  death  from 
a  rehel  ball  in  the  woods  of  Spotts^'lvania,  all 
the  other  officers  having  been  killed  in  the 
first  day's  tight.  It  is  said  by  his  comrades 
thai  he  voluntarily  walked  to  his  death  in  his 
attempt  to  succor  a  wounded  rebel  who  was 
crying  for  water,  saying,  '•  I  will  gi\e  him  a 
drink  of  water."  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
military  man,  and  was  recognized  as  a  model 
officer.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Laurel 
Hill  Cemetery,  West  Virginia. 

He  came  from  the  New  England  States  to 
La  Crosse  in  1858,  and  this  county  never 
sent  out  a  native-born  son  who  faced  death 
in  a  noble  cause  more  bravel}-.  Had  he  lived 
twenty-four  hours  longer  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment would  have  expired. 

Li  affectionate  remembrance  of  the  dead 
hero  the  La  Crosse  camp  of  Sons  of  Veter. 
ans  was  named  for  him.  A  large  portrait  of 
the  Captain  adorns  the  hall  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  a  treasured  gift  from  his  children 
in  recognition  of  the  honor.  Upon  the  occa 
sion  of  its  presentation  by  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Symons,  comrades  G.  M.  Woodward  and 
Milo  J.  Pitkin,  who  were  members  of  the 
same  company,  niade  addresse;  in  well  chosen 
words,  telling  of  the  liravery  and  heroism  of 
their  dead  soldier  bi'other.  Letters  of  regret 
were  received  and  read  from  Hon.  William 
H.  Harris  and  Dr.  L.  H.  lUinnell,  author  of 
"  Yosemity." 

March  29,  184G,  Captain  Hughes  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  East  Medway  (now 
Millis)  Massachusetts,  to  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Leonard  and  Olive  (Abbe)  Fairbanks, 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  Six  children  were 
Ijorn  of  this  union:  Elizabeth  R.,  widow  of 
W..J.  Carlyle,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  just  given; 
Eugene    F.,  of    Winona,    Minnesota;    Ellen, 


wife  of  C.  A.  Bartlett,  of  La  Crosse;  Fred- 
ericka,  now  Mrs.  W.  T.  Symons,  of  La  Crosse, 
and  two  who  are  deceased. 

Li  ISTjS;  Mrs.  Hughes  became  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Stogdill,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
La  Crosse,  by  whom  siie  had  a  daughter,  Cora 
who  married  J.  P.  Jacobson,  of  Portland 
Oregon.  Tbe  death  of  Mr.  Stogdill  occurred 
at  La  Crosse.  Wisconsin,  October  28,  18s7. 
Mrs.  Stogdill  I'esides  with  her  dauu'hter,  Mrs. 
Carlyle. 

Tbe  ancestors  of  the  Fairbanks  family  emi- 
grated to  America  aijout  the  lieginnini,'  of 
the  French  and  Indian  war.  and  lived  in  the 
garrison  at  ^ledtield,  ^Massachusetts,  for 
many  months.  Leonard  and  Olive  (Abbe) 
Fairbanks  are  both  deceased;  the  former  died 
at  Medway,  Massachusetts,  in  1ST5,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six,  and  the  latter  at  the  same 
place  in  1845,  aged  fifty-five  years.  Mr. 
Faii-lianks  was  four  times  married,  Mrs. 
Stogdill  being  a  child  of  the  third  union. 
Mrs.  Stogdill  and  Leonard  Fairbanks,  of  Mil- 
ford,  Massachusetts,  are  the  only  surviving 
members  of  a  family  of  eight. 

fOHN  S.  JONES,  who  has  been  identified 
with  tbe  farming  interests  of  La  Crosse 
county  since  1808,  was  born  in  the 
Southern  part  of  Wales,  October  17,  1815, 
and  is  a  son  of  David  S.  and  Hannah  (Davis) 
Jones,  natives  of  the  same  connti'y.  The 
father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  shoe  store,  keej)ing  five 
skilled  workmen  to  meet  the  demands  of  his 
trade.  He  was  a  (juiet,  retiring  man,  and  a 
good  citizen.  He  died  March  15, 18G1,  aged 
forty-five  years;  his  widow  still  survives,  liv- 
ing in  the  same  place,  in  the  same  house  in 
which  her  children  were  born ;  she  is  thive- 
score  and  ten  years  old,  and  is  well  preserved 


512 


BIOGRAPHICAL    Ul  STORY 


in  mind  and  body.  Our  subject  is  one  of  a 
family  of  five  cliildren;  David  is  conducting 
tLe  business  established  by  his  father,  except- 
ing on  a  mucli  enlarj^ed  scale.  He  married 
Ellen  Davis,  and  thej  have  two  children, 
David  and  John  T. ;  John  S.,  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  is  the  second-born;  Thomas 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years;  Mary 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years,  and  a  second 
daughter,  also  named  Mary,  died  at  the  ao-e  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  Jones  learneil  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
with  his  lirother  i)avid,  and  followed  this 
occupation  until  he  emigrated  to  America. 
He  set  sail  September  2fi,  lStJ8,  aud  landed 
after  a  voyage  of  eleven  days.  He  continued 
his  journey  to  La  Crosse  county,  and  located 
in  Bangor,  where  he  had  a  friend  living.  He 
was  employed  in  various  industries  and 
worked  diligently  aud  perseveringly  until  he 
had  accumulated  sutficient  means  to  purchase 
forty  acres  of  land;  he  lived  on  this  tract 
until  1881,  when  he  bonglit  ITiO  acres  in 
Hamilton  township,  which  i^  still  his  liome; 
this  was  wilil,  uncultivated  land,  ami  he  has 
cleared  about  seventy  acres;  he  has  a  good 
house,  two  large  barns,  and  many  modern 
conveniences.  He  has  given  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  live-stock,  having  a 
good  grade  of  Durham  cattle,  Poland-China 
hogs  and  Shropsiiire  sheep;  he  also  raises 
corn,  wheat,  oats  and  hay,  the  last  being  the 
principal  crop.  Mr.  Jones  fui-nishes  another 
of  the  many  examjiles  of  what  can  l:>e  accom- 
plished in  a  new  country  where  will  and  de- 
termination to  succeed  are  the  chief  capital; 
he  had  no  money  when  he  came  to  America, 
but  by  close  application  to  his  duties  he  has 
accumulated  a  coiTipetence. 

He  was  married  Decnilter  7,  1865,  to 
Miss   Margaret    Davis,  a  daughter  of  Steven 


and  Mary  Davis,  of  Yestrad,  Wales.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  town  church. 
Of  this  union  fourteen  children  have  been 
born:  David,  Hannah,  Stephen,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  Charles,  Letitia,  Jen- 
nie, who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Stephen, 
who  was  given  the  name  of  the  deceased 
brother;  Walter,  Maggie,  Jane,  and  four  chil- 
dren who  died  in  infancy.  Politically  Mr. 
Jones  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  that  body.  Mrs.  Jones  is  one  of  a  family 
of  thirteen  children:  Mary,  Margaret,  Charles, 
deceased;  Jane,  Sarah;  the  others  died  in 
childhood.  The  father  died  in  1885,  but  the 
mother  still  survives,  aged  eighty  years. 


'OHN  O.  KEPPEL  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  January  2,  1S35.  His  par- 
ents, John  David  and  Christiana  (Bery- 
ner)  Keppel,  were  natives  of  that  country 
and  lived  and  died  there;  the  father  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  in  religion  a  Catholic. 
John  G.  was  the  first-born  in  their  family  of 
two  s(jns  and  five  daughters.  He  attended 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  after  which  he 
worked  on  a  farm  for  a  time.  Four  years  he 
spent  in  the  German  army.  Then,  coming 
to  America,  he  was  employeil  in  a  gingham 
factory  iu  Massachusetts,  he  having  leai-ned 
the  trade  of  weaver  in  Germany. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Keppel 
entered  the  service  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in 
July,  1862,  at  the  time  when  Linc'>ln  called 
for  300,000  more,  and  became  a  member  of 
Company  K,  Fifty  second  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  sta- 
tioned for  some  time  at  New  Orleans  and  on 
the    lied    river;   was   at    the    battle    of    Port 
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Hudson  and  took  part  in  a  number  of  otlier 
engagements.  Keceivinir  an  lionorablo  dis- 
charge in  October,  1863,  Mr.  Keppel  came 
West  and  settled  in  Slieiby  township,  La 
Crosse  county.  lie  made  liis  liome  in  Tja 
Crosse  valley  for  some  tliree  years,  after 
whicii  he  came  to  his  present  location  in 
Onalaska  township;  postoffice,  Ilolmen.  Mr. 
Keppel  brought  with  him  to  tliis  country 
that  thrift  and  enterprise  that  is  character- 
istic of  the  German  people,  and  in  liis  efforts 
to  secure  for  himself  and  family  a  comfort- 
able home  and  living  lie  has  been  successful. 
He  now  owns  140  acres  of  well-improved 
land ;  has  a  house  16  x  20,  feet,  a  story  and  a 
half,  with  a  oiie-storj  L,  16x24  feet;  barn, 
34 X  62  feet;  granary,  16  x  24  feet;  hog  shed 
and  stable,  16x20  feet;  ice  house,  other 
buildings,  etc.  His  land  is  conveniently  di- 
vided into  tields  for  cultivation  and  stock 
purposes,  and  everything  about  the  premises 
is  kept  in  the  Itest  of  order.  Mr.  Keppel 
keeps  fourteen  cows,  besides  horses,  hogs  and 
sheep. 

He  was  married  in  Slielby  township,  this 
county,  in  February,  1864,  to  Miss  Kate 
Scliab,  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  daughter 
of  German  parents,  William  and  Margaret 
Schab.  They  have  seven  children.  The 
oldest,  Valentine  S.,  a  young  man  of  good 
education,  is  the  Assessor  of  Onalaska  town- 
ship; Paulina  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Pralle,  of 
Campbell  township;  the  names  of  the  oth- 
ers are  Rosa,  Minnie,  Emma,  Clara  and 
Willie.  The  youngest,  Henry  N.,  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years  and  six  months. 

Mr.  Keppel  is  in  every  respect  an  honor- 
able and  upright  citizen.  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, he  is  identified  with  the  best  elements 
<if  his  party,  and  Ijelieves  in  the  advancement 
of  educational   and   religious    interests.     He 


has  served  four  years  as  a  member  of  the 
scliool  boai-d.  His  religious  associations  are 
witli  the  Lutheran  Churcli. 


I.IAM  C.  RICK,  who  is  promi- 
ii'iitly  identified  witli  tiie  commer- 
l"=s!i^  cial  interests  of  Nortii  La  (Jrosse, 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1854,  and  remained 
ill  his  native  land  until  1865,  when  his  par- 
ents emigrated  to  America.  Tiiey  settled  in 
Jackson  county,  Wisconsin,  and  there  passed 
the  balance  of  their  days;  both  died  in  1875, 
tiie  fatiier  aged  eighty  years,  and  the  mother 
having  attained  seventy-five  years.  Tiiey 
were  both  possessed  of  many  excellent  traits, 
and  were  devout  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
William  C.  Rick  went  to  learn  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade  at  North  Bend,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  lived  four  years;  he  then  went  to 
St.  Charles,  and  in  1876  purchased  a  farm 
near  Sparta,  and  for  the  time  aliandoned  his 
trade.  He  found  agriculture  unprofitable 
and  nut  at  all  to  his  taste,  so  he  disposed  of 
his  land  the  next  year  and  came  to  La  Crosse. 

For  ten  years  he  was  a  bridge  contractor 
on  the  Cliicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  rail- 
road, and  in  1887  he  embarked  in  the  gro- 
cery business.  Lie  is  building  up  an  excel- 
lent trade,  and  has  one  of  the  best  locations 
in  the  city. 

Mr.  Rick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matilda  Peters,  a  daughter  of  Louis  Peters, 
of  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  Peters  is  one  of  the  leading  fanners  and 
politicians  of  Jackson  county;  for  tiie  past 
forty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  his  township,  ami  has  also 
been  chairman  of  the  County  I^oard.  He  is 
a  German  by  birth,  emigrated  to  this  country 
about   1840,   and    is    yet    living    in  Jackson 
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county,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
His  wife  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
live  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Kudo]j>h,  Eddie,  Fred- 
die and  William.  Rudolph  and  Eddie  are 
members  of  the  Lebbert's  Jubilee  Rand  of 
North  La  Crosse.  The  family  all  belong  to 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Rick  takes  no 
active  interest  in  political  questions,  but 
casts  his  suffrage  for  the  man  he  deems 
liest  qualified  for  the  duties  of  ottice. 

-^^^=*©-:=-=:^^ 

fAPTAIJN  CHARLES  LITCE,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  La  Crosse  county, 
was  born  at  Montreal,  Canada,  in  183B, 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Julia  Luce.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  a  master  of  all  the  details 
of  agriculture.  The  Captain  worked  for  his 
father  and  in  the  employ  of  neighboring 
farmers  until  185S,  \vhen  lie  removed  to  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin.  He  soon  secured  em- 
ployment on  the  river,  and  faithfully  per- 
formed the  duties  presented  him  until  he 
finally  reached  the  position  of  commander  of 
a  vessel.  During  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
been  captain  of  one  of  the  boats  of  the  David- 
son Lumber  Company,  and  has  been  in  tiie 
employ  of  that  comjiany  continuously  since 
1858,  a  fact  showing  his  efficieiicj  and  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  helil  by  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Luce  was  united  in  marriage,  in  ISOG, 
the  year  of  his  coming  to  Wisconsin,  to  Miss 
Julia  Jarvis,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Jarvis. 
Her  father  and  mother  were  lioth  natives  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  but  the  latter  is 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Jarvis  is  now  eighty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  is  a  resident  of  La 
Crosse. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  are  devout  membei-s  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  ("hurcb.     Although  they 


have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  they  have 
been  father  and  mother  to  the  children  of 
other  parents,  and  have  reared  to  honorable 
manliood  and  womanhood  the  helpless  and 
dependent.  Mr.  Luce  has  always  been  an  in- 
dustrious, energetic  man,  and  without  the  aid 
of  capital  or  education  has  accumulated  a 
competency  for  his  declining  years.  He  has 
given  a  loyal  suppoi-t  to  the  government  of 
his  adopted  country,  having  the  highest  re- 
gard for  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  a  re- 
public. 

y^UGENE  J.  EARN  AM  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  born  in  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  in  1856.  His  parents, 
Eli  and  Lucy  11.  (Ilicks)  Farnam,  were  natives 
of  Canada.  Mr.  Farnam  came  West  in  1836 
and  settled  in  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
three  years;  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Mr. 
Hicks'  family  had  come  to  Fond  du  Lac 
county  in  1842,  and  Mr.  Farnam  and  Miss 
Lucy  II.  Ilicks  were  married  in  1848.  They 
contiTiued  their  residence  there  until  1864, 
when  Mr.  Farnam  sold  his  land  in  Fond  du 
Lac  county  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lewis 
valley,  La  Crosse  county;  this  he  improved 
and  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1891.  He  attained  the  good  old 
age  of  four-score  years.  His  wife  is  still 
living  at  the  homestead  in  Lewis  valley;  she 
is  now  sixty-seven  years  old,  and  in  excellent 
health. 

Eugene  J.  Farnam  enjoyed  the  advantages 
offered  in  the  public  schools  of  his  town,  and 
had  three  terms  in  the  University  at  Gales- 
ville.  When  his  school  days  were  ended  he 
made  a  trip  thi-ough    Dakota,  and   there  took 
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up  a  section  of  latid.  wliicli  lie  improved  for 
eif;i;iit  years;  when  a  good  cliance  to  sell  out 
presented  itself  he  disposed  of  the  property 
and  returned  to  La  Crosse.  Here  he  engaged 
in  the  milling  and  teaming  business,  and  fol- 
lowed both  lines  until  January,  1892,  when 
he  was  appointed  janitor  of  the  C'ity  Hall; 
then  he  abandoned  the  milling  industry,  liut 
retains  his  interest  in  the  teaming,  having 
won  a  large  patronage. 

Mr.  Farnum  was  united  in  marriage,  ^Jo- 
vember  24,  1881,  to  Miss  Minnie  Willey,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Janette  (Gage)  Wil- 
ley. Her  father  died  in  1889,  aged  fifty-five 
years;  her  mother  is  now  residing  at  La 
Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnam  are  tlie  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Lulu  Belle.  Mr.  Far- 
nam is  a  member  of  Gateway  City  Lodge, 
No.  153.  L  O.  0.  F.,and  holds  an  important 
office  in  the  same. 


fAMES  RAWLINGSON,  Jr.,  who  is 
known  in  La  Crosse  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  contractors  and  builders,  was 
born  at  Chester,  England,  a  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Edwards)  Kawlingson,  a  full  his- 
tory of  wliom  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  He  is  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  and  received  his  education  in 
Jersey  City  and  La  Crosse,  the  family  re- 
siding in  the  former  city  for  nine  years  after 
coining  to  the  United  States.  Afterwards 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  James,  Jr., 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  from  1861 
to  1863.  Descended  from  ancestors  who  had 
been  builders  for  five  generations,  it  was  but 
natural  that  he  too  should  finally  be  attracted 
to  this  vocation.  In  186-i  he  gave  uj>  tilling 
the  soil,  and  began  to  learn  the  trade  of 
Iniilding  with  his  father  and  brother.  He 
worked  with  them  in  La  Crosse  for  a  number 


of  years,  and  was  em])loyed  on  some  of  the 
largest  buildings  in  this  city.  For  one  season 
lie  was  in  Denver,  Colorado,  and  also  spent  a 
season  in  St.  Paul.  Inheriting  a  decided 
talent  for  building,  he  has  cultivated  it  to  the 
fullest  extent,  and  has  eentert^d  all  his  forces 
ill  this  direction,  the  I'Csult  of  which  has 
been  very  gratifying. 

Mr.  Uawlingson  was  united  in  mai'i'iage  in 
La  (_!rosse,  Wisconsin,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Marie 
Didier,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Marie  I)id- 
ier,  natives  of  France,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  about  the  year  1850.  Mrs. 
liawlingson's  father  is  still  living,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  La  Crosse;  the  mother  died  in 
1874.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rawlingson  have 
been  born  a  son  and  daughter,  Charles  Homer 
and  Emma  Marie.  They  have  a  pleasant 
home  where  they  are  surrounded  with  all  the 
comforts  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Mr. 
Rawlingson  is  a  member  of  the  Builders' 
Exchange,  and  the  family  all  belong  to  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  La 
Crosse. 


■^-mi 


fAMES  RAWLIXGSON,  deceased,  one 
of  the  first  and  best  known  contractors 
and  builders  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in 
Enirland,  July  5,  1815,  and  was  descended 
from  four  generations  of  builders.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1849,  and  settled  in 
Jersey  City,  where  he  resideil  nine  years. 
When  the  opportunities  of  the  Western 
frontier  became  known  in  the  East  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Wisconsin  in  1856, 
and  settled  in  La  Crosse.  He  ami  his  sons 
engaged  in  contracting  and  l)uilding,  the 
oldest  son,  William,  being  his  partner.  They 
and    substantial 


erected    many  of  the 

buildings  whicli   adorn    the    city,    and    e-fal 

lished    a   reputation    as    men   of   tlu'    highest 


arge 
the 
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honor  and  strictest  integrity.  Their  many 
years  of  experience  enabled  tliem  to  do  their 
work  intelligently  and  with  the  greatest 
economy  both  of  time  and  material.  Mr. 
Eawlingson  passed  from  this  life  October  22, 
1880,  in  the  sixty-lifth  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  a  loyal  cit- 
izen of  his  adopted  country,  and  greatly  be- 
loved by  his  family.  He  had  four  sons  and 
two  daughters:  William,  Fred  C,  Joseph  E., 
Elizabeth  A..  Emma  and  James.  The  mother 
died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years; 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Churcl).  and  for  many  years  was  act- 
i\'ely  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  clnn-ch. 

William  Rawlingson  was  born  in  Chester, 
England,  in  1837.  He  was  in  business  with 
his  father,  and  they  did  some  of  the  most 
important  wcirk  in  masoni-y  in  this  city. 
Many  of  the  structures  erected  under  their 
supervision  are  monuments  to  their  honor 
and  skill  that  will  outlast  many  generations. 
"William  Eawlingson  married  Miss  Mary 
Holmes,  and  theii'  only  son.  Harry,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  He  was  a 
niemlier  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  was  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  his  lodge  for  several  years, 
he  also  belonged  to  the  Chapter,  of  which  he 
was  King.  Fred  C.  was  born  April  27. 
1839,  in  Chester,  England,  cauje  to  this 
country,  and  was  with  his  father  and  brother 
in  business  until  1858,  when  he  went  to 
Mississippi.  When  the  war  broke  out  he 
enlisted  in  a  Mississippi  battery,  and  served 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  When  the 
war  was  ended  he  came  to  La  Crosse  again 
and  engaged  in  business.  He  was  married 
April  3,  1886,  to  Miss  Sarah  Cooper.  He  is 
also  a  meml)cr  of  the  Masonic  fraternii;y. 
Joseph  E.  is  a  contractor,  and  a  resident  of 
La  Crosse.  He  married  Miss  ('liarlotte  Ber- 
nette,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  to  them 
have    been    born    tliree    children:     Mary    E., 


James  and  Mattie  J.  Elizabeth  married 
Joseph  Stacy,  and  to  this  union  one  child 
was  born,  Emma  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year.  Mr.  Stacy  died  January  3,  1866, 
aged  twenty-nine  years.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  but  at  the  end  of  twelve  months' 
service  he  was  wounded,  on  account  of  which 
he  was  discharged.  Mrs.  Stacy  was  married 
a  second  time,  to  Edward  C.  Peck,  who  was 
an  engineer.  During  the  civil  war  he  ranked 
as  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Kavy,  and 
has  a  brilliant  record  as  a  seaman.  Charles 
Edward,  tlie  only  child  of  this  marriage,  lived 
to  be  nine  years  old;  he  was  a  bright  and 
promising  child,  and  a  great  comfort  to  his 
parents.  Mr.  Peck  died  in  La  Crosse,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  skilled  engineers  on  the  river,  an  up- 
right man  in  all  his  dealings,  and  a  valued 
citizen.  His  widow  was  married  December 
.25,  1890,  to  George  H.  McCiunber.  of  Fond 
du  Lac,  a  millwright  by  trade.  He  erected 
Coleman  l^:  Paubs  mill  in  La  Crosse,  and  is 
now  in  Michigan,  where  he  has  charge  of  a 
\\\\\\  in  process  of  construction.  Emma,  the 
fifth  child  of  our  sul)ject,  is  the  wife  of  F.  X. 
De  Lorie,  a  contractor  and  l>uilder  of  La 
Crosse.  James  Eawlingson  married  Miss 
Marie  Didier,  of  La  Crosse,  and  they  have 
two  cliildren,  Charles  and  Emma. 


^IKAM  LOVEJOr,  of  La  Crosse  county, 
■i'llDl  ^^^^^  ^^  '^'^®  frontier  in  1855,  and  since 
^(|  that  time  has  been  identified  with  those 
enterprises  which  placed  Wisconsin  among 
the  leading  States  of  the  Unii.>n.  He  was 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  July 
22,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Ransom  and  Mary 
(Rromaghisn)  Lovejoy,  natives  of  Canada. 
The  father  was  a  successful  agriculturist,  and 
was  Well  and  favoi'aljly  known  in  his  county. 
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He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife;  his 
death  occurred  September  9,  1879,  at  the 
acre  of  eijrhty-three  y^<1''s;  'li*  wife  died 
March  17,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  They  were  most  excellent 
people,  anil  their  many  kindly  deeds  ren- 
der tlieir  memory  dear  to  a  wide  cirele  of 
acfjuaintances.  They  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  Hiram  Lovejoy  went  to 
learn  the  carpenter  and  builder's  trade,  and 
in  August,  1855,  he  came  West,  and  for  sev- 
eral j^ears  followed  his  trade;  he  also  gave 
some  attention  to  the  mill  business.  For 
two  years  he  lived  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse, 
and  then  came  to  his  present  plkce;  he  erected 
the  Lovejoy  mill,  which  he  operated  seventeen 
years,  and  as  his  means  increased  he  invested 
in  lands,  adding  to  the  tirst  forty  acres  he 
purchased  until  he  now  owns  3U0  acres  of 
good  farming  land.  His  dwelling  is  beauti- 
fully located  on  a  natural  building  site,  com- 
manding a  tine  view  of  the  fertile  valley,  and 
he  has  lai-ge  and  convenient  buildings  for  the 
care  and  protection  of  his  live-stoek.  fie 
raises  horses  of  the  Xorman  breed,  Poland- 
China  hogs,  Holderness  cattle,  and  in  grains 
corn,  wheat  and  oats;  he  also  harvests  large 
crops  of  hay.  He  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  the  community,  and 
it  is  to  men  of  his  type  that  the  rapid  advan- 
ces in  this  line  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  was  married  March  12.  1873, 
to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Tripp,  a  daughter  of  H.  A. 
and  Mary  (Elsworth)  Tripp,  and  of  this  union 
six  children  have  been  born:  William  E., 
Hiram  D.,  Mary  Gertrude,  George  Henry, 
Hope  and  Faith.  Mrs.  Lovejoy  is  a  member 
af  the  Baptist  Church;  she  is  a  woman  of 
much  intelligence,  and  that  culture  and  re- 
linement  that  comes  with  close  contact  with 
books  and  schools.      The  children  are  at  liome 


with  their  parents,  and  are  a  happy,  well- 
ordered  family.  Mr.  Lovejoy  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
issues  of  ills  jjarty. 

H.  A.  Tripp,  father  of  IMrs.  Lovejoy,  was 
a  native  of  the  State  of  Vei'mont,  and  was  a 
farmer  hy  occupation.  He  was  a  citizen  of 
many  sterling  ti-aitsof  character,  and  enjoyed 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. He  died  January  20,  1878,  aged  sixty- 
live  years;  his  wife  passed  fi'om  this  life 
January  IG,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  They  had  born  to  them  a  family  of 
sixchildren:  Adalaide,  wife  of  J.  W.-fohnson; 
George  E.  married  Miss  Ida  A.  P^arnsworth, 
anil  resides  in  Madison,  Wisconsin;  Sarah  J., 
the  wife  of  the  sul:)ject  of  this  sketch;  Au- 
gusta E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years;  A.  Maria,  wife  of  W.  H.  Dawdy,  and 
M.  Alice,  wlio  died  aged  twenty.  The  chil- 
dren were  all  born  in  TrumljuU  county,  Ohio, 
and  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  in  1857,  settling 
two  miles  below  the  present  home  of  Mr. 
Lovejoy.  Mrs.  Tripp  was  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut, her  maiden  name  Mary  Elsworth.  Slie 
married  Mr.  Tripp  with  two  children:  Joel 
Hawley,  who  resides  in  Trumbull  county. 
Ohio,  and  Lavina  (Mrs.  L.  J.  Riirlow),  who 
resides  in  La  Ci'osse,  Wisconsin.  She  was 
highly  esteemed  liy  all  who  knew  her. 


^^DAVARL)  LARSON,  of  the  firm  of  Lar- 
°^L  son  &  Jordson,  proprietors  of  the  lian- 
•^  gor  Creamery,  located  on  section  1-1, 
Rangor  township,  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, December  28,  1869.  He  is  the  son  of 
Christian  and  Cornelia  (Sather)  Larson,  na- 
tives of  Norway.  The  father  came  to  the 
United  States  about  forty  years  ago.   when  a 


small 
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Julia,  Edward,  Theresa,  Oscar,  John  and 
Clara.  Thei'e  has  never  been  a  death  in  the 
family,  and  all  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Edward,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  the  old  homestead  in  his  native 
Dlace,  and  educated  in  the  common  school. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  Ijegan  work- 
ing in  the  Salem  Creamei'y,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  spring  of  1880.  In  that 
year  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  William 
Jordson  and  liought  the  Bangor  Creamery, 
which  they  began  running  in  April,  1891, 
and  are  now  doing  a  profitable  business. 
Mr.  Larson  is  an  enterprising  and  successful 
young  man,  and  gives  strict  attention  to  his 
business. 

fACOB  HATZ,  of  section  7,  Bangor 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  was  born 
in  Switzerland,  March  6,  1832,  a  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Ruedi)  Hatz.  The  mother 
died  in  Switzerland  in  1855,  and  the  father 
lived  with  our  subject  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  May,  1888.  The  parents  had 
two  children:  Jacob  and  Christian,  both 
residents  of  this  township.  The  mother  had 
four  children  by  a  former  marriage,  one  of 
whom  still  survives,  Catharine  Florine,  also 
of  this  township. 

Jacob  Hatz,  our  subject,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856,  settling  in  Bangor 
township,  and  the  first  year  purchased  a  farm 
of  160  acres  where  he  now  livt-s.  His  first 
house  was  a  log  cabin,  20x10  feet,  in  which 
he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he 
moved  into  his  present  tine  brick  residence, 
86  X  27  feet,  two  stories  high.  He  has  two 
frame  barns,  one  38.x  44  feet  with  eighteen- 
foot  posts,  and  the  other  3r)x2(>  feet,  sixteen- 
foot    posts;    also    several    (nit-lniildings    and 


wind  pumps.  He  owns  180  acres  of  land, 
where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cat- 
tle, which  are  full-blooded  registered  stock, 
and  also  has  high-grade  IS'orman  horses. 

Mr.  Hatz  was  married  June  2,  1866,  to 
liosina  King,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and 
daughter  of  George  King,  of  La  Crosse 
county.  They  have  had  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Margaret,  Katie,  Serena,  John  G.,  Anna, 
Rosina  and  Lucy.  Margaret  married  Fritz 
Schroeder,  of  this  township,  and  has  one  son, 
Alfred.  Politically  Mr.  Hatz  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  partv. 


|ETER  SOREESON,  of  section  30,  Ban- 
^  gor  township,  was  born  in  Barry  town- 
^^  ship.  La  Crosse  county,  May  1,  1860,  a 
son  of  Knud  and  Bertha  (^Olsen)  Sorerson, 
natives  of  Norway.  The  father  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man  and  lived 
one  year  at  Blue  Mound,  Wisconsin,  after 
which  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  on 
section  25,  Barry  township,  just  across  the 
line  from  our  subject's  residence.  The  father 
died  here  in  1884,  and  the  mother  in  1871. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six 
now  living,  viz.:  Ole,  Mary,  Samuel,  Peter, 
Edward  and  Oluf.  Edward  is  now  a  soldier 
in  the  regular  army,  and  is  stationed  in  Mon- 
tana; Ole  now  lives  with  his  brother  Peter; 
Mary  is  conducting  a  boarding  house  in  La 
Crosse;  Samuel  married  Clara  Peterson,  and 
is  now  working  in  Crosby's  planing-mill, 
where  he  had  two  fingers  sawed  off  in  tlie 
fall  of  1888;  and  Oluf  is  working  in  Hagard- 
er"s  saw-mill. 

Peter  Sorerson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
still  owns  205  acres  of  the  old  homestead, 
and  has  lieen  a  fanner  all  bis  life.  He  was 
married  July  18,  1884,  to   Josephine   Olsen, 
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a  native  of  Ijarry  towiisliij),  La  Crosse 
count}',  and  daiigliter  of  Hoiran  Oilmen,  de- 
ceased. After  tlie  father's  death  the  mother 
married  Rosmns  Olsen,  and  now  lives  in 
Hamilton  township.  Airs.  Sorerson's  sisters 
and  l)rothers  are  all  in  La  Crosse:  Alma 
married  Sebastian  Boina;  Minnie  is  the  wife 
of  John  Fehig,  and  Anton  marrieil  Anna 
Severson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sorerson  have  three 
children:  Adolph,  Julius  and  Emma.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Sorerson  is  a  Republican,  and 
religiously  a  member  of  the  LutherHn 
Church. 


tj.  BEADLE,  of  Onalaska,  was  born  in 
Hillsdale,  Michigan,  September  12, 
®  1857,  flie  son  of  John  Beadle,  a  native 
of  Lyons,  Xew  York,  wlio  settled  about  1840 
ill  Michigan,  and  was  engaged  in  trade  in 
Hillsdale  tor  a  numljer  of  years,  and  after- 
ward moved  to  Sarenac,  that  State.  Mr. 
Beadle's  mother,  whose  name  before  marriage 
was  Sophia  Rogers,  was  also  a  native  of  Lyons, 
and  died  April  23,  1891. 

Mr.  Beadle  learned  the  iiariu'ssmaker's 
trade  at  Lowell,  Michigan,  under  tlie  super- 
vision of  his  brother,  D.  C.  Beadle.  Next 
he  was  employed  for  about  eighteen  months 
by  E.  A.  Lockett,  in  Chicago,  on  Randolph 
street.  He  returned  to  Sarenac  for  a  short 
time  and  then  came  to  La  Crosse  and  to 
Onalaska,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
trade  in  harness,  etc.  He  built  the  Beadle 
Hotel. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Beadle 
married  Miss  Abbie  K.  Jones,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Thomas  E.  Jones,  who  was  once  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  from  Ionia  county, 
Michigan.  He  was  of  Welsh  ancestry.  Her 
mother's  name  before  marriage  was  Abbe 
Jackson,  and  she  was  born  in  Monroe,  Michi- 


gan. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beadle  have  two  children  : 
Max  W.  and  Belle.  In  politics  Mr.  Beadle 
is  a  Democrat,  and  in  business  he  is  a  man  of 
energy  and  ability. 


tONRAI)  MlLLEIMarmer,  liarre  Mills, 
Wisconsin. — Foremost  among  the  prom- 
inent business  men  and  extensive  far- 
mers of  Barre  township,  stands  the  name  of 
Cniirad  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  September  10, 1830.  His  parents, 
Diedrich  and  Elizabeth  (Wares)  Miller,  were 
both  natives  of  (Tei-inany  and  there  jiassed 
their  entire  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1837,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  the  mother 
when  about  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and 
after  Conrail  had  left  for  the  United  States. 
The  father  was  a  very  successful  agricul- 
turist and  keenly  alive  to  the  best  farm- 
ing interests.  In  1864  Conrad  Miller  and 
fatnily  came  to  the  tTnited  States  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  settled  on  a  farm  one 
mile  north  of  where  he  now  lives.  lie  re- 
mained there  six  years  and  then  bought  his 
present  farm,  which  then  consisted  of  200 
acres.  To  this  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  owns  396  acres,  eighty  acres 
of  which  is  young  timber.  His  farm  is  well 
improved  and  classed  among  the  best  farms 
of  Barre  township.  Mr.  Miller  has  also 
bought  another  farm  of  350  acres  witliin  the 
past  few  weeks.  His  fine  two-story  brick 
i  residence  is  beautifully  located  ami  he  has 
large  and  commodious  barns  and  out  iniilii- 
ings.  His  principal  crops  are  corn,  oats  hay, 
wheat  and  barley,  and  he  is  numbered  among 
the  liest  farmers  in  his  locality.  He  has  a 
tine  orchard,  and  raises  small  fruit  in  abun- 
dance. He  raises  an  excellent  i^'rade  of 
stock,  horses  cattle  and  hogs. 

He   was    married    in    1854   to    Miss    Dora 
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Seidenberg,  aud  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  chUdren:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Stello, 
residing  in  Barre  township;  Deidrich,  mar- 
ried Louisa  Schrader,  who  bore  him  two 
children, — Dora  and  Rose;  Sophia  was  the 
wife  of  Louis  Spraine  and  died  September 
15,  1889,  leaving  one  child,  Dora.  Mrs. 
Miller  died  in  1870,  when  thirty-nine  years 
of  age.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  In  1871  Mr.  Miller  took 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Dora  i'rockman,  a 
native  of  Germany.  William  is  the  only 
child  born  to  that  union.  He  is  now  with 
his  father  and  assisting  on  the  farm  Mr. 
Miller,  his  son  William,  and  three  of  the 
neighliors  own  the  Barre  Mills  Creamery, 
whicii  is  doing  a  successful  business  and  is 
of  great  advantage  to  the  farmers  in  the 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Miller  and  his  wife  and 
children  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  esteemed  and  worthy  citizens. 


NUD  HALDOKSON,  of  section  31, 
f/N/  ISangor  township,  was  born  in  Blue 
tip^  Mound.  Wisconsin,  August  29,  1S56, 
a  son  of  John  and  Gartru  (Oldstadt)  Haldor- 
son,  natives  of  Norway,  and  now  of  Bohe- 
mia, La  Crosse  county.  They  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1856,  settling  at  Blue 
Mound,  Wisconsin,  and  the  same  fall  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  where  our  subject 
now  lives.  The  parents  had  eight  children 
live  of  whom  survive:  Jane,  of  Vernon  coun- 
ty, Wisconsin;  Albert,  also  of  Yernoii  county; 
Ole,  a  resident  of  Barnes  county.  South 
Dakota;  Knud,  our  subject,  and  Peter,  of 
Bohemia  valley,  this  county. 

Knud  Haldorson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  cuinmon  schools.  He  was  mar- 
ried,   November  6,    1885,  to  Sophia  J>ang,  a 


daughter  of  Henry  Lang,  of  Washington 
township.  La  Crosse  county.  They  have 
tliree  children:  John,  Emma  aud  Julius. 
Mr.  Haldorson  has  held  the  ofHce  of  School 
Treasurer  seven  or  eight  years,  but  never 
seeks  official  honors.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Barry  Mills,  Bostwick 
valley. 

•^'■^'■s'-^'f*'-^'- 

llj-»ANIEL  DAV^IS,  an  old  soldier  aud  pio- 
neer of  this  county,  was  born  in  Oneida 
county.  New  York,  March  22,  1836,  a 
son  of  James  Davis,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
Our  subject  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
when  a  young  man,  and  in  1854  came  to  this 
county,  settling  in  the  village  of  Bangor, 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
served  in  the  late  war,  in  Company  D,  Four- 
teenth Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  four 
years  and  six  days,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  ot  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Champion  Hills, 
Vicksburg,  Black  River  Bridge,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Chattanooga,  Nashville,  Franklin, 
and  Mobile  Bay.  He  was  under  both  Gen- 
erals Grant  aud  Sherman,  and  endured  un- 
told hardships  and  privations,  and  now  draws 
a  pension.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  this 
county,  where  he  has  since  worked  hard  at 
his  trade.  He  has  never  married,  and  is  now 
a  jolly  old  bachelor.  During  the  war  he  was 
a  personal  friend  of  Sherman,  and  was  in 
many  battles  under  that  great  General.  His 
family  relations  are  mostly  in  New  York. 


fAMES  STEPHENS,  of  section  36,  Bangor 
township,  was  born  in  Norway,  seven 
Norwegian  miles  fromChristiania,  March 
2,  1834,  a  son  of  Stephen  Thompson,  a  initive 
of  the  same  country,  where  he  also  died.      In 
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the  old  country  our  subject  worked  on  a  farm, 
and  at  times  in  floating  logs  and  cord  wood 
for  his  brother  on  Lake  Meiinsa.  During  the 
winter  he  received  eight  centn  a  day  for  his 
work,  an<l  in  the  summer  twenty-four  cents 
during  hay  harvest  and  thirty-tive  cents  a  day 
in  the  drive  on  the  lake.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1866,  settling  in  Monroe 
county,  Wisconsin,  five  miles  east  of  his 
present  farm,  and  in  the  spring  of  1872  came 
to  his  present  place.  After  reaching  this 
State  he  was  without  money  and  worked  as  a 
hired  hand  a  few  years,  the  first  winter  receiv- 
ing f$30  a  month  and  his  board.  He  now 
owns  a  farm  of  200  acres,  mostly  ridge  land, 
where  he  raises  excellent  crops  of  grass,  oats, 
wheat  and  corn.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
graded  Durham  and  Holstein  cattle, ]and  does 
a  large  dairy  business.  He  has  one  of  the 
finest  wells  in  the  county,  it  being  at  a  depth 
of  250  feet,  with  about  fifty  feet  of  water,  and 
cannot  be  pumped  dry  by  wind  pumps. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  married,  Feljruary  2, 
1873,  to  Martha  ()lsen,  a  daughter  of  Ole 
Olsen,  a  native  of  Norway,  and  now  deceased. 
Tiiey  have  one  child,  Caroline,  born  in  1874:. 
Mr.  Stephens  lias  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Hoard  several  years,  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Ohurch,  and  a  Re].)ublican, 
politically. 


l^tsflLLIAM  CUTHBERT,  retired  farmer 
^ft'SSlI   ^^^^^  Salem,  Wisconsin.    A  lifedong 

l^J^  experience  in  the  channels  of  agri- 
culture, and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
every  detail  of  the  calling  have  contributed 
to  place  Mr.  Ciitidjcrt  among  the  substantial 
men  of  the  county.  He  owes  liis  nativity  to 
Scotland,  his  birth  occurring  in  1847,  and 
his  parents,  Alexander  and  Eliza  ]\L  (<*gg) 
Cuthbert.   are   natives  of   that   conntrv   also- 


The  father  was  a  very  successful  farmcn-  and 
followed  tiiat  pursuit  in  his  own  country  un- 
til 1871,  wlien  he  and  his  family  crossed  the 
ocean  to  Ami'rica.  They  settled  in  La  ('i-osse 
county,  Burns  townsliip,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  bought  and  improved  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  there  remained  for  twelve  years.  I'^rom 
there  they  removed  to  Sioux  Rajjids,  L>wa, 
and  there  the  jiarent^;  arc  now  living,  the 
father  retired  from  ;ictive  life. 

William  Cuthbert  attended  school  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  leai'ned  the 
trade  of  mason  and  stone-cutter,  at  which  he 
worked  until  he  emigrated  to  the  LTnited 
States  in  1869.  He  settled  on  Lake  Superior, 
at  Marquette,  Michigan,  and  there  worked  at 
his  trade  until  1871,  when  he  joined  his 
parents  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin.  He 
purchased  160  acres  of  laml;  has  since  addeil 
eighty  acres,  and  now  has  a  farm  of  240 
acres,  in  section  26,  Burns  townshi]).  ()n 
this  he  has  erected  a  good  two-story  frame 
hou^e,  a  basement  barn  and  many  substantial 
out-buildings.  The  place  is  well  supplied 
with  water,  there  being  many  springs  on  it, 
and  the  farm  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  was  married  in  1870,  at 
Marcpiette,  ^fichigan.  to  Miss  L^abella  Hem- 
stock,  daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (An- 
derson) Hemstock,  natives  of  Enirland.  Mr. 
and  ]\[rs.  Hemstock'  emigrated  from  their 
native  country  to  Canada,  located  on  (-ieor- 
gian  Bay,  and  their  received  their  final  sum- 
mons, the  father  dyinij  in  1^67,  and  the 
mother  in  1884.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cuthbert 
were  born  eight  children,  six  now  living: 
James  C,  William  R.,  Alamie,  Fredei-ick  1!., 
^^abel  O.  and  Glen  H.,  all  at  home  with  the 
parents,  and  making  a  hajiny  fannly.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cuthbert  sadly  felt  the  lo^s  (if  their 
two  oldest  children,  Charles  and  Annie,  who 
died  in  lsS2  and  1883,  respectively. 

Mr.  Cuthbert    has    been    hoiiored    with  th.' 
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office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  Burns  town- 
ship, for  twelve  years,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  from  1871  to  1891,  when 
he  retired  from  the  farm  and  built  a  large 
two-story  house,  of  modern  architecture,  in 
West  Salem,  to  which  town  he  had  retired  for 
rest  for  himself  and  to  better  educate  his 
children.  Mr.  Cuthbert  and  wife  are  people 
of  refinement  and  taste,  and  in  their  pleasant 
home,  where  they  are  surrounded  liy  all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  and  with 
their  host  of  Vv'arni  friends,  they  e.xpect  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  their  days. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  is  one  of  the  progressive  men 
of  the  county,  and  gives  his  hearty  support 
to  all  public  enterprises.  He  and  Mrs.  Cutli- 
bert  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  lie  has  by  his  energy  and  indus- 
try accumulated  a  good  competency  for 
himself  and  family  while  yet  on  the  sunny 
side  of  middle  ase. 


^M(  I  L  L  I  A  M  T.  S  M  I  T  H,  liveryman. 
'fP'fPlI  There  are  few  features  of  enterprise 
I— i^§T^  which  contribute  a  larger  quota  to 
the  convenience  of  the  residential  or  tran- 
sient public  than  the  well-appointed  livery 
stable,  and  recent  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
town  of  We.st  Salem  is  the  livery,  boarding 
and  sale  stal)le  belonging  to  Mr.  Smith.  He 
was  born  in  Onalaska,  Wisconsin,  September 
20,  1867,  to  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Smith) 
Smith,  natives  respectively  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  New  York.  They  came  to  La 
Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  about  1852,  and 
settled  on  Half-way  creek,  at  which  time 
the  now  flourishing  town  of  La  Crosse  con- 
sisted of  about  three  houses.  Mr.  Smith 
entered  120  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved 
and  on  whicli   he  resided   until    1S8'J,   when 


his  death  occurred,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  His  widow  survives  him  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead.  William  G.  Smith 
attended  school  at  Half-way  creek  until  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the 
gi'aded  school  of  West  Salem,  where  he  at- 
tended for  one  year.  For  two  years  succeed- 
ing this  he  worked  for  a  cousin,  remained  one 
year  at  home,  then  spent  four  years  in  the 
employ  of  G.  L.  Willey,  a  farmer.  He  had 
by  this  time  accumulated  some  means  and 
could  think  of  no  better  use  for  it  than 
educating  himself,  and  he  accordingly  en- 
tered the  University  of  Galesville,  Wisconsin, 
after  which  he  went  West  to  visit  friends 
and  for  the  purpose  of  prospecting  through 
Nortiiern  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  and  was 
absent  six  montlis.  L^pon  his  return  to  La 
Crosse  he  l)egan  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  E.  C.  Swarthouse,  but  at  the  end  of  six 
months  opened  a  candy  store  in  La  Crosse; 
but  a  few  months  later  traded  this  for  160 
acres  of  land.  At  the  end  of  about  one  year 
he  traded  this  for  his  present  establishment, 
wliieh  he  is  managing  witli  fair  prospects  of 
success.  The  stal)le  is  situated  about  the 
center  of  the  town,  is  well  appointed,  and  as 
Mr.  Smith  was  reared  on  a  farm  he  thor- 
oughly understands  the  care  of  horses,  and 
anyone  leaving  their  animals  in  his  charge 
can  rest  assured  that  they  will  be  carefully 
attended  to. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  the 
principles  of  wiiich  lie  upholds  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  lie  is  a  rising  young  man  of  the 
county,  with  a  bright  future  lielore  him. 


fHAKLES    N.    ATKINSON,  assistant 

to  the  superintendent  of  the  Southern 

Minnesota    division     of    the  Chicago, 

Milwaukee   and   St.    Paul  railroad,  was  born 
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in  Corydon,  Iowa,  November  16,  1855,  a  son 
of  Jolin  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Robinson)  x\tkin- 
fon.  Tiie  fatlier  was  engaged  in  the  retail 
dry-goods  trade  at  Corydon  from  1854  to 
1861.  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  served  witii  that  regi- 
ment until  it  was  mustered  out  May  3.  1S65; 
he  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  made  all  the  long,  weary  marches 
that  were  a  necessity  in  the  conflict.  When 
the  war  was  ended,  and  he  returned  to  the 
occupations  of  peaceful  citizens,  he  re-em- 
barked in  the  dry-goods  business  at  Corydon, 
adding  a  wholesale  department,  and  conduct- 
ing both  until  the  time  of  liis  death,  which 
occurred  June  2,  Is — ;  the  mother  is  still 
living,  in  Beatrice,  Nebraska,  aged  fifty-seven 
years.  Charles  N.  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at 
the  Baptist  University  of  Burlington,    Iowa. 

In  1S72  he  entered  the  service  of  tlie 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Kailroad.  and 
was  in  the  employ  of  that  company^  for  seven 
years;  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  accepted  a 
position  in  a  bank  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  two  years;  he  then  re- 
turned to  the  railroad  business,  taking  a  po- 
sition with  the  Indiana,  I>ui-lington  A  Wa- 
bash, at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  In  March, 
1891,  he  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  cren- 
eral  manager  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  railroad,  and  in  May,  1891.  was  sent 
to  La  Crosse,  as  assistant  to  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  Southern  Minnesota  division  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad. 
He  has  made  an  e.xcellent  record  as  a  rail- 
road man,  having  received  steady  promotion 
since  the  beginning  of  his  service  to  the 
company. 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  married  October  2, 
1883,  to  Miss  Carrie  Cmveii,  a  daughter  of 
John  G.  Cowen,  of  Newport,  Holt  county. 
Missouri,  a  capitalist  of  tliat  place. 


While  a  resident  of  Indianapolis,  Air. 
Atkinson  became  a  member  of  the  Light 
Infantry  in  1SS5,  ati<l  was  actively  interested 
in  the  work  of  that  organization.  II(»  is  now 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Gateway  City 
Guards,  of  La  Crosse,  organized  July  6, 
1889:  O.  N.  Hoi  way.  Captain;  J.  J.  Esch, 
First  Lieutenant;  I).  S.  McArtliur,  Second 
Lieutenant.  March  28.  1891.  the  following 
oilicers  were  elected:  -L  J.  Esch.  Captain; 
Burt  C.  Smith,  First  Lieutenant;  D.  S. 
McArthur,  Second  Lieutenant.  January  4-, 
1892,  the  election  resulted  as  follows:  Charles 
N.  Atkinson,  Captain;  Burt  C.  Smith,  First 
Lieutenant;  J.  P.  Salzer,  Second  Lieutenant. 
The  company  has  fifty-six  members,  ainl  is 
well  equipped  with  arms  and  uniform.  Mr. 
Atkinson  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 


l^iUGUST  KRAEMEU,  farmer,  Sigel, 
|l%  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  industrious 
'^^  tillers  of  the  soil  in  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and 
good  practical  sense.  His  parents,  William 
and  Carolina  (Smith)  Kraemer.  were  natives 
of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1866,  settling  in  La  Crosse  county.  There 
the  father,  who  followed  the  occupations  of  a 
brick-maker  and  farmer,  died  in  1884.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  makes  hei-  home  in 
La  Crosse  county.  August  Kraemer  can^e 
with  his  parents  to  the  States  in  1866,  and 
three  years  later  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land,  and  he  has  since  occu])ied  and  improved 
the  same.  He  has  a  good,  comfortable 
house,  a  large  stone-basement  barn  and  other 
outbuildings  suitable  for  storinfc  grain,  keep- 
ing grain,  etc.  He  also  rents  a  portion  of  the 
farm  of  .Mr.  Keinholtz  and  his  [irincipal  crops 
are  barley,  wheat,  oats  and    corn.      He  keeps 
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abont  ten  head  of  cattle,  tliree  horses,  and  a 
laro;e  number  of  hotrs.  He  selected  as  his 
companion  in  life  Miss  Frederica  Horgan, 
daughter  of  John  Horgan,  and  their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  in  1874.  Mr.  Horgan  came 
to  tlie  United  States  in  1864,  and  here  his 
death  occurred  in  1883.  The  mother  died  in 
Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kraemer  are  tlie 
parents  of  live  children:  Frederick,  Oscar, 
Aug'ust,  Caroline  and  Herliert,  all  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kraemer  are  exemplary  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 


^R(KUv01'  MICKSCIIL  belongs  to  that 
f^  sturdy  and  independent  class,  tiie 
^C  farmers  of  Wisconsin,  and  none  are  pos- 
sessed of  more  genuine  merit  or  a  stronger 
cliaracter  than  lie  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Bohe- 
mia in  1823  and  emigrated  to  tlie  United 
States  in  1858,  settling  first  in  Chipmunk's 
Cooley  in  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  which  he 
resided  for  eight  years  and  which  he  greatly 
improved.  He  then  sold  out  and  purchased 
120  acres  of  land  in  Shelby  township.  La 
Crosse  county,  on  which  he  is  still  residing. 
He  built  him  a  roomy  and  substantial  frame 
house,  erected  some  cotnmodious  burns  and 
sheds,  lias  a  good  wiml  jiump,  and  alsn  has  a 
large  slaughterhouse  on  the  premises  and 
does  the  slaughtering  for  the  butchers  of  La 
Crosse.  He  also  buys  considerable  stock, 
which  he  fattens  for  the  La  Crosse  markets, 
and  keeps  about  300  hea^l  of  pigs  constantly 
on  hand,  feeding  and  turning  them  off  as 
fast  as  fattened.  He  is  possessed  of  those 
advanced  ideas  and  progressive  principles 
regarding  agricultural  life  which  seem  to  be 
among  the  chief  characteristics  of  those  of  his 
nati\ity,  and   as  a  result  is  in   a;o(jd   circum- 


stances, and  has  a  comfortable  home  for  his 
family. 

He  was  marrieil  in  the  old  country  in  1857, 
to  C'hristina  Boeme,  whose  parents  lived  and 
died  in  Bohemia,  and  their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  in  the  hirtli  of  seven  children:  Prock- 
op  who  married  Christina  Willing,  resides 
m  La  Crosse,  and  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Frockop  and  Celia;  Jacob,  John  and 
Frank,  who  are  at  home,  and  are  managing 
the  slaughterhouse;  Christina,  wife  of  Hugo 
Leffreys,  of  California,  and  Eva.  wife  of 
Alvin  Albert,  also  of  California,  by  whom  she 
has  one  child,  Isafiel.  Mary  is  at  home  with 
her  parents.  He  has  held  a  number  of  town- 
ship ofKces,  and  all  measures  of  morality, 
education,  temperance,  etc.,  find  in  him  a 
strong  advocate. 

fACOB  REXNER,  a  prosperous  and 
enterprising  citizen  of  La  Crosse,  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
1848,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  M.  Renner, 
who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United 
States  about  the  year  1830,  and  settled  in 
Ohio;  thej  lived  on  a  farm  until  the  time  of 
Mr.  Renner's  death,  which  occurred  in  1866. 
Jacolt  Renner  is  the  eighth  of  a  family  of  ten 
children.  The  year  followincj  the  death  of 
his  father,  he,  his  mothei-  and  brother,  Louis, 
came  to  La  Crosse.  The  first  employment 
he  secured  was  in  a  lumber  mill,  but  he  after- 
wards engaged  in  teaming,  folliivving  this 
business  for  seven  years.  His  next  work  was 
in  a  grocery  store,  and  then  he  bought  and 
kept  a  saloon  for  nine  months;  this  occupa- 
tion, however,  was  distasteful  to  him,  so  he 
sold  out,  and  went  to  work  in  the  foundry 
owned  l)y  the  John  James  Foundr3'  Company; 
he  attended  to  the  furnace  there  for  about 
three  years,   and    in    1884  embarked    in    the 
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house-moving  business.  Tn  this  he  lias  been 
more  than  ordinarily  snccessful.  lie  owns  a 
tract  iif  129  acres  in  Shelby  township,  from 
which  he  sells  (|nite  an  amount  of  wood  and 
hay. 

Mr.  Kenner  was  married,  September  2"2, 
1872,  to  Miss  Catharine  Jungblutli,  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Tobias  and 
Mary  Jungblutli.  Mrs.  Renner's  parents  are 
natives  of  the  Fatherland,  but  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Milwaukee, 
where  they  lived  for  a  few  years;  about  1861 
they  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  are  still  residents 
of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renner  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Frederick,  Louisa, 
Peter,  Frank,  Clara,  Geoi'ge  and  Albert.  Mr. 
Renner  is  a  member  of  the  Third  Wai'd  Aid 
Society,  and  interests  himself  in  all  the 
movements  which  tend  to  advance  the  com- 
munity. 

Frederick  Renner,  a  brother  of  Jaccib,  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Oliio  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
served  with  distinction  for  nearly  five  years 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


PEDRICII  (or  DEITRICH)  SANDMAN, 
late  of  Holland  township,  was  an  hon- 
ored and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  La 
Crosse  county  for  many  years  He  was  born  at 
Hanover,  Germany,  November  20,  1823,  son 
of  Jolin  Henry  and  Anna  Sandman.  His 
patents  were  natives  of  Hanover,  passed 
their  lives  and  died  there,  the  father  dying 
when  Uedrich  was  si.xteen  years  old,  and  the 
mother  some  years  later.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  and  attended  school  until  he  was 
fourteen.  While  a  boy  he  was  confirmed  in 
tlie  Lutheran  Church. 

In  1846  Mr.  Sandman  sailed  from  firemen 
to  New  York,  and  landeil  on  American  soil 
after   a   voyage   of   thirty-six    days.      In    the 
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same  vessel  in  which  \\e  crossed  the  Atlantic 
was  a  family  by  the  name  of  Spreliii,  frmn 
Hanover,  and  Margai'ct  Sprehii,  then  fuiir- 
teen  years  (ild,  in  ai'tri-  years  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Sandman.  From  New  York  he  went 
to  Albany,  thence  to  Ibiffalo,  and  across  the 
lakes  to  Milwaukee,  'i'here  he  obtained  em- 
ployment on  a  farm  and  worked  by  the 
month  for  seven  years,  savino-  his  money  all 
the  while.  h\  Api'il,  1853,  he  came  to  La 
Crosse  county  with  Fred  Sprehn  and  Her- 
man Sandern,  and  bought  land  in  Bostwick 
valley.  One  Sunday  morning  the  three  men 
raised  the  logs  for  a  home,  and  they  S0(.)n  had 
their  cal)in  comfortably  ti.xed.  Fred  Sprehn 
then  returned  to  Milwaukee,  making  the 
journey  on  foot  in  six  days.  He  came  back 
in  the  fall  and  brought  with  him  his  family. 
October  1-i.  lSo3,  Mr.  Sandman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Sprehn,  at  the  Talmage  House  in  La  Crosse. 
Her  parents  were  Fred  and  Sophia  (Dicker) 
Sprehn,  both  natives  of  Hanover.  Her 
father  died  in  Bostwick  valley  in  September, 
18G7.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  dangliters.  One  of  the 
sons,  Louis  Sprehn,  was  a  member  of  Co. 
D,  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  was 
wounded  in  his  first  battle,  and  died  in  Min- 
nesota. Fred  Sprehn  <lied  in  Bostwick 
valley,  June,  ISST.  Mr.  Sandman  and  his 
family  lived  in  Bostwick  valley  until  1876, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Holland  town- 
ship. Here  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  owned  two  farms,  comprising  StiO  acres 
of  fine  laud,  eacdi  well  improved  with  good 
dwelling-houses,  barns,  and  other  buildings. 
In  his  farming  operations  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, as,  indeed,  he  was  at  everything  he 
undertook.  His  death  occurre<l  May  3,  IS'^o. 
In  politic;  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  and  active  worker  an<l  was  al- 
ways identified    with    the    best    elements    of 
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his  party.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity  and  lionored  and  respected  most  by 
those  who  knew  him  best.  He  left  a  limit- 
less circle  of  friends  and  a  widow  and  eight 
children  to  mourn  their  loss.  The  names  of 
his  children  are  as  follows:  Anna,  wife  of 
Fred  H.  Miller;  Sophia,  wife  of  Henry 
F.  Miller;  Amelia  and  Adelia,  twins, 
the  former  the  wife  of  Andrew  Bratberg, 
and  the  latter  the  wife  of  Henry  Esmiller; 
Rachel,  wife  of  F.  D.  Miller;  Mary,  wife  of 
Herman  Weingarten;  and  Willie  D.  and 
Robert  D.,  who  reside  with  their  mother  in 
Holland  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandman 
lost  one  daughter,  aged  twenty-four  years. 


l^mRS.  RHODA  ANN  CRONK,  widow 
of  John  "\V.  Cronk,  has  successfully 
managed  the  farm  of  320  acres  that 
was  left  her  at  her  husband's  death,  and  has 
manifested  considerable  aliility  tis  a  business 
woman.  Her  hnsband  was  born  in  Steuben 
county,  New  York,  in  1825,  to  John  and 
Margaret  Cronk,  and  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county  he  was  reared,  his  education  being  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  near  his  home. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  three  years  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rhoda  A..  Sjiike,  a  lady  of  good 
family,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Steuben  countv.  She  was  a  faithful  wife  and 
helpmate  to  her  husljand  as  long  as  he  lived, 
and  has  carried  on  the  work  he  so  ably  in- 
augurated, in  a  very  etficient  manner  since 
his  death.  She  is  a  daughter  ot  Daniel  and 
Anna  (Vale)  Spike,  who  were  natives  of 
Montgomery  county.  New  York.  John  W. 
Cronk  came  to  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  in 
1850,  and  purchased  eighty  acres,  on  which 
he  lived  for  si.\  years;  then  came  farther 
West,  where  he  could  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  purchasing  more  land  for  his  sons. 


and  eventually  became  the  owner  of  the  farm 
on  which  his  widow  now  resides.  Had  his 
life  been  spared  he  would  have  undoubtedly 
become  wealthy,  for  he  was  a  man  of  sound, 
practical  yet  enterprising  views,  and  possessed 
an  abundant  fund  of  energy.  His  death, 
which  occurred  October  8,  1872,  was  felt  as 
a  great  loss  to  the  community,  and  was  a 
source  of  deep  and  lasting  sorrow  to  his  own 
immediate  family.  In  social  life  he  was 
highly  esteemed,  and  in  the  domestic  circle 
lie  was  a  model  husband  and  father,  and 
loved  his  family  with  extreme  devotion,  and 
made  their  happiness  and  comfort  the  chief 
aim  and  object  of  life.  He  was  keenly  alive 
to  the  sufferings  and  misfortunes  of  others, 
and  no  one  ever  appealed  to  him  in  vain  for 
consolation  or  succor.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  names  of  his  children  are  as  follows: 
John,  who  is  married  and  has  a  farm  near  his 
mother,  was  married  to  Helen  Ryder,  by 
whom  lie  has  seven  children;  Georgiana  is 
the  wife  of  Warren  Moore,  of  Onalaska;  and 
IMoses  C,  who  resides  on  the  homestead  with 
his  mother.  The  family  residence  is  a  sub- 
stantial structure,  two  stories  in  height,  28  x 
28  teet,  and  the  barn  is  also  a  commodious 
and  well-constructed  building.  Mrs.  Cronk's 
many  amiable  qualities  have  endeared  her  to 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  although  she 
has  seen  much  sorrow,  it  has  only  served  to 
draw  her  into  deeper  sympathy  with  all  forms 
of  human  suffering  and  affliction. 
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'HOMAS  RODEN,  proprietor  of  the 
Iron  Bluff  Dairy  and  Stock  Farm, 
W^  dealer  in  milk  and  breeder  of  Jersey 
cattle,  is  one  of  die  most  progressive  men  in 
his  line  of  work  in  La  Crusse  county.  He 
has  some  of  the  finest  Jersey  cattle    in    his 
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part  of  the  State,  keeps  fifty  licail  of  cows, 
and  also  iifty  liead  of  other  cattle.  Thomas 
Rodeii  was  born  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  July  2, 
1847,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Me- 
Kee)  lloden,  of  the  same  place,  and  when  a 
lad  of  nine  years  he  went  to  work  in  a  linen 
manufactory.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
found  himself  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  where 
he  spent  six  months,  after  which  he  located 
in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  lie  then  resided 
for  a  short  time  in  Sparta,  afterwards  in  Vi- 
roqua,  Vernon  county,  where  his  uncle, 
David  McKee,  was  one  of  the  tirst  settler*; 
but  in  1870  he  came  to  this  county  and 
li'juijht  some  swamp  land  near  Xorth  La 
Crosse  for  $500,  which  he  improved  and  sold 
for  $16,000.  He  at  one  time  owned  350 
cows,  and  kept  the  largest  dairy  northwest  of 
Chicago.  He  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
1887,  where  he  owns  760  acres  of  well-im- 
proved land,  on  which  are  valual)le  iron  de- 
posits. His  residence  is  a  good  two-story 
structure;  his  barns  and  sheds  are  commodi- 
ous, enabling  him  to  stable  240  head  of  cat- 
tle and  thirty-two  head  of  horses,  the  latter 
animals  being  of  the  Bashaw  and  Hamble- 
tonian  Ijreed,  and  some  of  them  very  fine 
roadsters.  Mr.  Roden  has  been  a  breeder  of 
Jersey  cattle  for  the  past  eleven  years,  and 
has  twenty-seven  full-blooded  cows.  He  has 
a  stone  milk-house,  18  x  40  feet,  which  has  a 
twenty-four-horse  steam  ]iower,  and  is  now 
sole  owner  of  a  fire  proof  paint  which  he  is 
introducing.  He  also  keeps  240  Cotswold 
sheep,  and  everything  about  his  place  is  kept  | 
in  model  order  and  indicates  that  Mr.  lioden 
is  a  man  of  progressive  and  enterprising 
views,  thoroughly  up  with  the    times    in    all  I 

o      .        r  j 

particulars,  and  admirably  fitted  lor  the  busi- 
ness which  receives  his  attention.  { 

He  was  married  at  Belfast  in  1865  to  Miss 
Rachel  Ann  McClerry,  daughter  of  John 
McClerry  and  Margaret  (McBride)  McClerry,  - 


the  former  a  superintendent  in  a  linen  factury 
in  Belfast.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  WcU-n  have  a 
daughter,  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mell. 
Smith,  of  Onalaska,  and  they  are  all  mem- 
bers id'  a  Brotestant  Ciiurch.  Mr.  R(ideii 
is  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  county,  re.■^pected 
and  esteemed  for  his  sterling  integrity,  sound 
judgment  and  bi-oad  and  ])rogressive  ideas. 
In  the  fall  of  ISSC)  he  made  a  visit  to  his  old 
home  in  Belfast. 

fllARLES  A.  GLOVER,  farmer,  Ona- 
laska, Wisconsin.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
"^^  pected,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where 
but  brief  biographical  sketches  of  prominent 
citizens  of  the  county  are  presented,  that  a 
lengthy  laudatory  article  should  be  written 
of  each  one,  and  yet  at  times  there  are  met 
with  some  who  have  been  so  intimately  an<l 
closely  identified  with  the  county,  and  whose 
names  are  s(j  familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  otdy 
just  t(^  dwell  upon  what  they  have  done,  and 
the  infiueuce  of  their  career  on  others,  not  as 
empty  words  of  praise,  but  the  plain  state- 
naent  of  a  still  plainer  truth,  ilr.  Glover 
was  born  in  Leicestershire.  England,  Febru- 
ary 15,  1848,  ami  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Martha  (French)  Ghner  were  natives  of  the 
same  country,  .\bont  1S."37  the  parents 
crossed  the  ocean  to  the  I'luted  States  and 
located  in  Campbell  townshiji.  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  remained 
for  three  years  and  then  returned  to  England. 
The  mother  died  in  La  Crosse  county.  Tliey 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz.;  George, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, in  1861,  and  died  in  the  service  of  his 
country;  Mrs.  Lydia  Gibbs,  of  Minnesota; 
Mrs.  Mary  Moss,  of  Campbell  townshi]),  La 
Crosse  county;  Mrs.  Lucy  Tull.  of  (Georgia; 
Charles    A.     (subject),    and     Mrs.    Margaret 
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Totten,  of  Burns  township,  La  Crosse  coimty. 
Charles  A.  Glover  was  reared  on  a  farm  aTiil 
received  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
common  schools.  On  March  20,  1865,  in  La 
Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  until  honorably  dis- 
charged, August  17,  of  the  same  year.  His 
regiment  was  stationed  at  Benton  Barracks, 
Missouri,  and  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 
Beturniiig  to  La  Crtisse  county  after  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  Mr.  Glover  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  Feliruar\,  1S6S,  he  came  to 
his  present  farm,  which  now  consists  of  270 
acri^s  of  rich  land  a  short  distance  from  (.)na- 
laska.  lie  has  a  good  modern  residence,  the 
hay  window  of  which  is  tilled  with  beautiful 
plants  and  flowers,  and  everything  about  the 
place  indicates  to  the  beholder  that  the  owner 
is  a  man  of  energy  and  taste.  Ilis  barns  and 
out  buildings  are  commodious  and  substan- 
tial, and  the  barn  is  one  of  the  most  conven- 
iently ari-anged  of  all  in  the  county.  He 
feeds  a  great  deal  of  stock,  and  is  the  owner 
of  some  tine  Hambletonian  and  Clydesdale 
horses.  "Glover  Farm'"  is  a  beautiful  place, 
and  Mr.  Glover  has  I'eason  to  lie  proud  of  it. 
He  was  married  in  February,  1866,  to  Miss 
Martha  French,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment and  (if  a  good  family.  Her  parents, 
Joseph  and  Charlotte  (Rogers)  French,  are 
both  nativ(,'>  of  England.  The  father  died  in 
1SS9,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a  resideut  of 
Campbell  township.  La  Crosse  county.  Mrs. 
Glover  was  but  five  or  six  years  of  age  when 
she  came  with  her  parents  to  this  county, 
and  she  received  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion in  Campbell  township,  tinishing  in  the 
schools  of  La  Crosse.  She  was  tlie  eldest  of 
six  children:  George,  Elizabeth,  Oliver, 
Emily  and  Robert.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glover 
have   been  born  two  children:    Martha  Ellen, 


at  home,  and  George  Arthur,  the  latter's 
birth  occurring  November  11,  1869.  George 
Arthur  was  deaf  and  dumb  and  received  a 
thorough  education  in  the  College  for  Mutes, 
at  Delavan,  Wisconsin.  His  death,  which 
occurred  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
was  a  sad  blow  to  his  parents.  Mr.  Glover 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  John  Flynn  Post, 
No.  77.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
prosperous  men  of  La  Crosse  county,  and  is 
well  respected  by  all. 


C.  EGAN,  farmer,  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin, a  resident  of  French  Island 
and  one  of  the  best  informed  men 
of  the  same,  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
born  August  14,  1820.  He  was  but  a  babe 
when  his  parents,  William  and  Catherine 
(^Kavanaugh)  Egan.  crossed  the  ocean  to  New 
Brunswick.  They  remained  there  a  short 
time  and  then  went  to  Nova  Scotia,  afterward 
to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  thence 
to  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  finally  to  Platts- 
burg.  New  York.  The  father  was  a  merchant 
tailor  and  dieil  when  eighty-two  years  of  age. 
The  mother  was  eighty  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this 
union,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  M.  C. 
was  the  oldest  in  order  of  birth.  One  sister, 
Mary,  resides  in  North  La  Crosse.  M.  0. 
Egan  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York  State, 
learned  the  baker's  and  afterward  the  mold- 
er's  trade,  which  he  followed  many  years  at 
Ogdensburg,  New  York,  and  in  different 
cities  of  Canada.  He  was  a  skilled  workman 
and  for  thirteen  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
N.  S.  Fitkins.  In  1856  he  came  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin;  followed  his  trade  here 
for  five  years,  au'i  then  came  to  North  La 
Crosse,  where  he  continued  his  former  busi- 
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ness  for  some  time.  lie  came  on  his  present 
farm  April  29,  18G3,  and  it  was  Icuown  as 
tile  old  ''Antoine  La  Ijell  l^'arm"  for  years. 
Tliis  fine  farm,  consisting  of  207  acres  of 
valiiaijle  land,  is  sitnated  one  and  a  quarter 
miles  fi'om  Xorth  La  Crosse,  and  the  excel- 
lent buiklings  on  the  same  increase  its  value 
very  materially.  Mr.  Egan's  nuptials  with 
Miss  Eliza  Ann  l\[iltimore  were  celebrated 
on  September  8,  1844:,  and  the  ceremony 
uniting  them  was  performed  by  Rev.  Father 
McCoy,  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mrs.  Egan 
comes  of  a  good  family  and  was  born  at  Og- 
densburg,  New  York,  where  she  was  reared 
and  educated,  iler  father,  John  Miltimore, 
was  born  at  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire, 
and  his  parents  were  natives  of  Londonderry, 
Ireland.  Mrs.  Egan's  mother  was  Catherine 
(Hartell)  Miltimore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milti- 
more liveil  for  a  number  of  years  in  Cornwall, 
Canada.  She  died  when  forty-nine  years  of 
age  and  he  when  eighty-two.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  The  father  was 
married  the  second  time  and  by  this  union 
became  the  father  of  five  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Egan's  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  eight  children:  William  John  died  when 
thirteen  months  old;  Catherine  was  but  a 
few  days  old  when  she  died;  Eliza  Ann  died 
when  nine  years  of  age;  Caroline  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Boucher  of  West  La  Crosse;  Fi-an- 
ces  E.  became  the  wife  of  Arthur  Horner  and 
resides  in  La  Crosse;  William  J.  married  and 
resides  in  La  Crosse;  Eliza  Ann  is  the  wife 
of  William  Atkins,  and  Joseph  resides  on  the 
home  place  with  his  wife.  Mr.  Egan  is  a 
Prohibitionist  and  is  independent  in  his  po- 
litical views.  In  religion  he  is  a  Methodist. 
Mrs.  Egau  was  reared  au  Episcopalian,  but 
is  now  an  active  and  worthy  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Egan  is  now  seventy- 
one  years  of  age,  but  the  years  hav(^  dealt 
leniently    with     him     and     he     looks     much 


younger.  He  has  traveled  extensively  and 
is  a  well  informed  man.  He  has  a  patent  on 
a  very  \-ahiable  seeder  and  five  small  jiluvvs 
attached,  which  is  a  very  valuable   invention. 


fEOIiGE  G.  r]ARBEU,of  Min.h.ro,  Wis- 
consin, is  one  of  the  old  and  well-know. i 
settlers  of  La  Cros.^e  county,  arriving 
here  in  1851.  He  was  Ijorn  in  (layuga 
county.  New  York,  August  2tj,  1827,  a  son 
of  Phineas  B.  Barber,  who  was  born  in  Wari'en 
county,  that  State,  and  married  Miss  Orplia 
Morse,  a  native  also  of  Cayuga  county,  and 
had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  1830 
the  Barber  family  moved  to  Ohio,  where 
George  received  a  good  education  and  became 
a  successful  teacher.  Coming  to  I^a  Crosse 
county,  he  settled  in  the  Lewis  valley,  in 
1851. 

He  has  been  married  twice,  first  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years,  to  Miss  Frances  Cowles, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Frances;  she 
married  a  man  named  Martin,  had  two  chil- 
dren. May  Ellen  and  George,  and  died  in 
1880.  Mrs.  Frances  Barber  died  July  25, 
1853,  and  Mr.  Barber,  December  19,  1855, 
married  Mrs.  Rachel  (Ward)  Jackson,  and  by 
this  marriage  there  were  three  children: 
Charles,  Willis  Eugene  and  May  A.,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Cook,  of  La  Crosse.  This  Mrs. 
Barber  <lied  May  2, 1891. 

Mr.  Barber  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
about  forty  years,  marrying  in  that  time 
seventy-five  couples.  He  lias  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  since  1855,  and  of 
the  Masonic  order  since  1858. 

W.  E.  Bakiser,  of  the  firm  of  Barber  Bros., 
liverymen  in  Onalaska,  was  born  in  the  Lewis 
valley,  La  Crosse  country,  Wisconsin,  Sep- 
tember S.  1858,  the  son  of  (reorge  (L  Barber, 
whose  skettdi  precedes.      He  was  educated  at 
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a  business  college  at  Galesville,  this  State, 
tanght  scliool  for  some  time,  and  afterward 
engaged  in  farmiiig  in  Lewis  valley.  He 
commenced  bnsiness  with  Buttles  &  Pierce, 
buying  and  shipping  live-stoel<.  Finally,  in 
March.  1883,  he  came  to  Onalaska  and  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  William  Martin,  of  the 
iirm  of  Barber  &  Martin,  since  which  time 
the  firm  name  has  been  the  Barber  Bros. 
Previously,  in  December.  1881,  Charles  Bar- 
ber had  bought  out  T.  B.  Shoveon,  on  both 
sides  of  J  street.  The  Barber  Bros,  built 
their  barn,  40x76,  on  the  corner  of  J  and 
Third  streets,  in  1S8G.  The  posts  are  twenty 
feet  ill  height,  and  the  barn  generally  is  well 
arranged.  They  keep  eighteen  to  twenty 
horses,  a  sale  and  boarding  stable,  and  make 
a  specialty  of  fancy  turn-outs.  For  the  past 
four  years  the  brothers  have  also  engaged  in 
loesiue.  Last  winter  thev  had  a  force  of 
sixty  men  in  the  woods,  in  two  camps,  super- 
intended personally  by  "W.  E.  Barber. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married 
December  28,  1880,  at  Mindoro,  to  Miss 
Aurilla  Gilfillan,  who  was  born  in  Hamilton 
township.  La  Crosse  county,  a  daughter  of 
William  Gilfillan,  of  Onalaska.  She  was 
educated  at  West  Salem,  and  afterward  be- 
came a  careful  and  popular  teacher  for  six  or 
seven  years,  in  La  Crosse  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  have  two  children:  Mary  A.  and 
Newell  E.  They  lost  their  first-born,  Eva, 
in  her  fourth  year.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  ami  in  his  social 
relations  is  a  member  of  the  orders  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  Modern  Woodmen. 

fOlIN    KL'PP,    banker,  merchant,  real- 
estate    and    insurance   agent  of  Bangor, 
was  born  in    Boliemia,  Austria,  May  13, 
1852,  the  son  of  Franz  Ivujip,  a  native  of  the 


same  ]>lace.  The  father  brought  his  family 
to  the  United  States  in  1861.  settling  in  Bal- 
timore, Maryland,  where  he  dro\e  a  team  for 
the  United  States  Government.  He  remained 
there  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  he  located 
in  Bangor,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His 
family  consisted  of  six  boys  and  three  girls, 
anil  all  are  still  living,  and  all  are  mariied 
but  tln-ee  sons. 

John,  the  eldest  son  and  third  child,  was 
educated  in  the  Bohemian,  German  and  Eng- 
lish languages,  and  also  graduated  at  tlie  La 
Crosse  Business  College.  In  1860  he  met 
with  a  sad  misfortune,  a  white  swelling  caus- 
ing the  loss  of  his  left  leg,  the  amputation 
taking  place  on  St.  Patrick's  day.  In  1870 
he  went  to  Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  secured  an  artificial  limb,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and 
clerked  in  a  grocery  store  three  years.  He 
next  established  a  confectionery  store  at  the 
same  place,  which  he  conducted  until  1876, 
and  in  that  year  returned  to  Bangor  and  ran 
a  barber  shop  until  in  July,  1885.  He  then 
accepted  tlie  appointment  of  Postmaster, 
which  position  he  held  until  December,  1889, 
and  iluring  this  time  he  was  also  made  No- 
tary J'ulilic,  which  lionor  he  still  holds.  After 
retiring  from  the  office  he  established  the 
Baneor  Exchancre  Bank,  in  which  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful.  He  was  elected  Treas- 
urer of  the  School  Board  in  1888,  and  re- 
elected in  1891,  and  during  the  first  term  he 
assisted  in  establishing  a  free  high  school, 
and  in  building  an  addition  to  the  school- 
house. 

Mr.  Kuj)]!  was  married  March  11,1877,  to 
Lillie  E.  Fletcher,  a  daughter  of  William 
Fletcher,  deceased,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county.  At  one  time  he  owned  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  La  Crosse  county.  Mi's.  Kupp 
was  born  on  this  farm  September  7,  1861. 
They  have    had    two    childi-en,  only    one  of 
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whom  survive,  John,  Jr.,  l)orii  June  2,  1879. 
Mr.  Kupp  is  treasurer  of  tlie  I.  ().  O.  F. 
Lodge,  which  he  lias  represented  twice  in  the 
Grand  Lodge;  is  l»anker  of  the  M.  W.  of  A., 
in  which  he  has  passed  the  principal  chairs, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
the  K.  of  P.  of  La  Crosse. 


^ON.  WILLIAM  SMITH,  of  the  firm  of 
Wm\  William  &  A.  Smith,  dealers  in  liard- 
"s^ls  ware,  farm  implements  and  turniture, 
Bangor,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Au- 
gust 15,  1846.  His  father,  Charles  C.  Smith, 
a  native  of  AYeimar,  Germany,  brought  his 
family  to  the  United  States  in  1854,  locating 
in  Sauk  cour.ty,  Wisconsin,  among  the  In- 
dians and  wild  animals.  He  traveled  from 
Sauk  City  to  Mineral  Point  to  enter  his  land, 
and  improved  a  farm  on  the  prairie  at  the 
edge  of  the  tiin])er. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
tlie  common  and  private  schools  of  Germany, 
and  in  1861  came  to  Bangor  township,  this 
county,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm.  He  left 
tliis  place  in  1865,  and  clerked  in  a  store  at 
Bangor  three  years,  after  which,  in  1875,  he 
was  engaged  in  buying  grain  for  some  time. 
In  the  latter  year  li3  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  this  county  with  his  lirother  Au- 
gust, and  they  now  carry  a  stock  of  §4,000 
in  hardware,  §600  in  implements,  and  §600 
in  furniture.  They  also  have  a  hardware  and 
implement  store  in  Yiroqua,  where  they  carry 
a  stock  of  810,000.  Mr.  Smith  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  in  1889  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  served  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  Side  Board  about  the  same  length  of 
time 


He  was  married  November  I'J,  1871,  to 
Sarah  J.  l!arber,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Bar- 
ber, ileceased.  They  have  four  children:  Lee 
A.,  Russell  D.,  Clyde  C.  and  AYayne  AY.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
of  the  A.  ().  U.  AY. 

R.    ALEXATs^DER    P.    NEWTON,    a 

physician  and  surgeon  of  Pangor,  was 
boi-n  in  Oneida  county.  New  York.  July 
3,  1842,  a  son  of  Liberty  J.  Newton,  a  native 
of  Rutland,  Vermont.  He  was  an  edge-tool 
maker  by  trade,  but  after  coming  AYcst  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith's  trade.  He  emi- 
grated to  Lily  Lake,  Kane  county,  Illinois,  in 
1849,  and  later  removed  to  St.  Charles,  same 
county,  and  in  1859  to  La  Crosse.  Our  sul)- 
ject's  mother,  nee  Cordelia  Paxter,  was  a 
daughter  of  the  renowned  Rev.  P.  S.  Paxter, 
a  pioneer  minister  of  Illinois.  She  was  one 
of  fourteen  children,  and  taught  the  first 
school  at  Lily  Lake.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  October,  1874,  and  the  father 
in  April,  1890.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  only  two  of  whom  survive, 
Alexander  and  Elihu  I>.  One  daughter, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Aloody,  died  in  La  Crosse,  in 
1889,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  LaCi-osse  high  school,  and  also  graduated 
at  the  Rush  Medical  College,  January  25, 
1867.  He  settled  in  Pangor  February  10, 
same  year,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
practice.  He  served  in  the  late  war  as  Hos- 
pital Steward,  from  Apr-1,  1861,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  when  he  returned  from  the  war  a 
physical  wreck.  His  hospital  experience  emi- 
nently qualified  him  for  surgical  and  general 
practice.  Mr.  Newton  is  vice-president  of 
the  La  Crosse  County  Medical  Association, 
and   was  also  nuide  a   Mason   by  special  dis- 
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pensatioii  during  the  war,  liefore  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  home  on  a  leave  of  ab- 
sence. He  is  now  a  meiuber  of  the  Knights 
of  Pytliias,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  is  Health 
Officer,  and  was  member  of  the  School  Board 
a  few'  years. 

He  was  married  Octolier  6,  1872,  to  Ida 
McKenzie,  a  daughter  of  Charles  W.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  a  pioneer  of  this  county.  They  have 
three  children,  viz.:  Ciiarles  M.,  Cordelia  L. 
and  Alexander  B.,  all  born  in  this  county. 
Charles  graduated  at  the  Bangor  high  school 
in  June,  1891. 


f^OTTLIEB  B08SHAED,  one  of  the  pro- 
^  prietors  of  the  Bangor  Cheese  Factory, 
I  was  born  in  Switzerland,  August  14, 
1836,  a  son  of  Casper  Bossliai-d,  who  w'as 
killed  by  the  cars  on  the  railroad  bridge  at 
Bangcir.  The  parents  came  with  their  young- 
est son,  John,  to  this  country  in  July,  1855. 
The  mother  died  April  0,  1SC3,  and  was  the 
first  one  buried  in  the  Bangor  cemetery.  The 
father  died  September  4,  1884.  They  were 
the  parents  of  live  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  Switzerland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  home  De- 
cember 31,  1853,  and  came  by  sail-ship  to 
the  United  States,  encountering  heavy  storms 
en  route,  and  two  of  the  passengers  died  on 
board  and  were  buried  at  sea.  Fie  stopped 
tirst  in  Honey  Creek  valley,  Sauk  county, 
AViseonsin,  where  he  worked  fcir  William 
Campfield,  near  Baraboo.  In  October,  1854, 
he  came  to  this  county  with  an  uncle,  John 
Bosshard,  who  had  previously  settled  liere. 
The  next  winter  our  subject  and  his  brother 
Henry  began  work  for  themselves  on  land 
their  uncle  had  bought  for  them  with  money 
their  father  had  sent  tnr  that  j}urpose.  It 
was  a  part  of  section  4,  where   Baniror  now 


stands,  and  here  they  made  rails  and  fenced 
forty  acres.  They  raised  twenty  aci-es  of  corn, 
potatoes,  etc.,  a  part  of  whicli  they  sold  at  a 
good  price.  Mr.  Bosshard  was  town  Treas- 
urer and  Assessor  a  few  years,  and  is  now 
agent  for  the  Shelby  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co!npany,  in  which  he  does  a  large 
business.      He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 

u.  w. 

He  was  married  October  1,  1858,  to  Min- 
nie Sa.xer,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Saxer,  who 
died  in  1875.  They  have  had  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  still  survive,  viz.:  Albert  G., 
Amelia,  William,  Louisa,  Eliza  and  Hulda. 


FILLIAM  JORDSON,  of  the  lirm  of 
y  Wimp  Larson  &  Jordson,  proprietors  of  the 
\'=^t¥{  Bangor  Creamery,  located  on  section 
4,  Bangor  township,  was  born  in  Hamilton 
township,  this  county,  Febriuii-y  18,  18G5. 
His  father,  John  Jordson,  now  of  this  town- 
ship, is  a  native  ot  Aorway,  ami  came  to  the 
I'nited  States  about  forty  years  ago,  when 
but  a  small  boy.  Our  subject  was  engaged 
in  farming  until  1809,  when  he  went  to  West 
Salem  and  clerked  in  the  hardware  store  of 
George  Palmer  until  the  spring  of  1890, 
after  which  he  worked  one  year  in  the  Salem 
Creamery.  In  March,  1891,  in  partnership 
with  Edward  Larson,  they  purchased  the 
Bangor  Creamery,  and  began  operating  it  the 
April  following.  They  make  about  1.000 
pounds  of  butter  daily,  and  keep  from  100 
t(i  150  head  of  hogs.  Their  churning  is 
done  by  steam,  in  two  large  churns.  The 
ci-eamery  was  Iniilt  in  1884  liy  Bordwell 
Bros.,  who  ran  it  but  a  short  time  and  then 
Sold  it  to  J.  Starr,  who  conducted  it  about 
two  years.  Larson  A:  J(.irdson  ship  their 
l)utter  to  Chicago  and  Xew  York,  where  they 
receive  the  hiirhest  maiket  price. 
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Mr.  Jordson  is  a  member  of  tlie  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church,  and  is  an  active,  energetic 
young  man,  with  bright  prospects  for  the 
future. 

|P|AVID  R.  A.  SHEFARD,  a  member  of 
1j||nl  the  army  of  contractors  and  Ijuilders  re- 
^^  siding  in  La  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  tlie 
State  of  New  York,  born  in  Otsego  county, 
at  Exeter  Centre,  July  17, 1828,  and  is  a  son 
of  Elisha  and  Jerusha  (Angel)  Shepard.  The 
father  was  a  blacksmith  liy  trade,  and  was  a 
son  of  Caleb  Shepard,  of  Massachusetts.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  Caleb  Angel,  and 
he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  David  R.  A., 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  reared  with  a 
family  of  live  sons  and  one  daughter,  in  Ot- 
sego county.  New  York,  where  he  obtained  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  went  to  Water- 
town,  New  York,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
he  has  since  followed.  In  1854:,  while  Wis- 
consin was  still  on  the  frontier,  he  came  to 
Ripon  and  carried  on  a  Iniilding  and  con- 
tracting business  until  1863;  in  that  year  be 
went  to  Winona,  Minnesota,  and  spent  seven 
years  in  that  place.  Twenty-one  years  ago 
he  first  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  has  been  since 
that  time  closely  identified  with  those  move- 
ments which  have  aided  very  materially  in 
the  development  of  the  county  and  its  re- 
sources. 

Mr.  Shepard  was  married  in  Ripon,  Wis- 
consin, in  1856,  to  Miss  Ruth  A.  Root,  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  near  New  Lisl)on, 
Otsego  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Truman 
Root.  Mrs.  Shepard's  parents  were  descend- 
ants from  old  Puritan  stock  of  New  England. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  reared  a  family 
of  five  sons  and  two  daugliters:  De  Witt  (1., 
a    mason    and    builder,  of    Denver,  Colorado; 


Charles  D.,  of  Winona,  Minnesota;  Wright 
E.,  a  builder,  of  La  Crosse;  Jennie  J.,  wife 
of  George  Hyde,  of  Montana;  Ida  May, 
Harry  E.  and  Arthur  M.  The  father  is  a 
memljer  of  the  I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  the  mother 
and  two  daughters  belong  to  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah,  in  which  society  Mrs.  Hyde 
occupies  a  high  ofhcial  position.  Mr.  Shep- 
ard is  a  Worthy  Past  Grand  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. 


fDOLPU  SIEnRECIlT.—Among  the 
many  successful,  rising  young  builders 
..,.  and  contractors  of  La  Crosse,  none  have 
gained  a  superior  position  to  that  occupied 
by  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice, 
Adolph  Siebrecht.  lie  was  born  in  Pome- 
rania,  near  Bergen,  November  17,  1860,  and 
is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Jdlianna  (Jalin)  Sie- 
brecht. The  fatliei'  died  in  Bergen  in  1881, 
and  the  following  year,  the  mother  and  family 
crossed  the  sea  and  settled  in  the  United 
States;  there  are  three  sons  living:  Charles; 
a  gardener  living  in  Winona,  Minnesota; 
Adolph,  and  William,  who  is  engaged'in  the 
same  business  as  his  brother  Adolph.  Our 
subject  began  the  business  of  contracting  in 
1883,  and  rapidiy  made  his  way  to  the  frout 
ranks  of  his  fellow-workmen.  lie  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Builders'  Exchange,  of 
the  Third  Ward  Aid  Society  and  of  the  Ger- 
man Soldiers"  Society. 

Mr.  Siebrecht  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  EmmaTechman,  a  native  of  Pomerauia, 
Germany.  Of  the  many  counti'ies  that  have 
contriliuted  to  the  population  of  the  L^nited 
State,  none  have  given  to  this  nation  a  hardier, 
more  industrious,  or  more  honorable  class  of 
citizens  than  the  German  Empire. 

Since  emlxarking  in  his  jiresent  business, 
Mr.  Siebrt'tdit   has   lieen   connected    with   the 
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erection  of  the  City  Hall,  the  Crematory 
Building,  Metzger's  Building,  Concordia 
Hall.  Bartl's  Brewery,  and  many  otliers,  too 
numerous  to  mention  in  detail. 


'i*^ 


SOHN  H.  SPEXCELY  is  a  member  of 
the  Builders'  Exchange  of  La  Crosse, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  si;ccessfal  con- 
tractors of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Leeds, 
England,  May  19,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Hannah  (Hilton)  Spencely.  His  father 
was  a  plasterer  by  trade,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1840,  residing  for  sixteen  years 
in  Fliiladelphia.  In  1856  he  came  to  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin,  where  he  ended  a  long 
and  useful  life  August  13,  1890.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  Englanil  when  he  was 
an  infant.  He  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Bhiladel])hia  ami  there  learned  his  trade. 
Jle  then  spent  ten  years  in  traveling  through 
the  West  and  South.  When  the  great  civil 
war  broke  out  in  this  country,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  In- 
tVuitry,  and  served  eighteen  months,  receiving 
an  honorable  discharge  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  as  First  Lieutenant  of  liis  company. 

After  leaving  the  army  he  went  to  Chicago, 
and  two  years  were  spent  in  ccmtraeting  and 
Ijuilding  in  that  city.  In  18(j4  he  came  to 
LaCrosbe,  and  in  1805  he  returned  to  Chicago, 
where  he  remained  seven  years.  In  1873  lie 
went  to  Streator,  Illinois,  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  business  there  until  1886,  when 
he  came  back  to  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Spencely  was  united  in  mrrriage  in 
Caledonia,  Minnesota,  to  Miss  Amelia  Ilundt, 
a  native  of  Westphalia,  (rermany,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hundt,  deceased.  They 
had  born  to  them  one  son  and  a  daughter: 
Frederick  is  yet  in  school,  and    Sophia  is  de- 


ceased;  she  was   the    wife  of  J.  X.   Blair   of 
this  city. 

In  early  manhood  our  subject  spent  some 
time  in  Washington  city,  and  was  employed 
as  a  journeyman  on  the  Capitol  building  of 
the  United  States. 


l^muRTON  MARCUS  FAREWELL, 
wWw  ""^  °^  ^^^^  early  settlers  of  La  Crosse 
"^^^  county,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  at  Lowell,  November  13,  1838,  a  son  of 
Mason  Spooner  and  Sarah  (Hawkins)  Fare- 
well; the  father  was  born  in  Windsor  county, 
Vermont,  and  was  a  son  of  Captain  Abel 
Farewell,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812;  the 
mother  was  a  native  of  the  same  town  and 
county  as  her  husband,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Ueiiison  Hawkins;  they  had  born  to  them  two 
children:  Joseph  D.  and  Morton  M.  The 
latter  was  nine  years  old  when  tlie  family 
emigrated  to  the  West,  coming  by  team  to 
Buffalo,  JN'ew  York,  and  thence  by  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Racine,  Wisconsin.  From  this 
point  they  removed  to  Fond  du  Lac  county, 
where  they  lived  until  1851;  in  tliat  year  they 
came  to  La  Crosse  county,  and  resided  near 
the  town  of  La  Crosse  for  three  years;  there 
the  motlier  died  March  30,  1877,  aged  sixty - 
fi\e  years,  eight  months  and  five  days;  the 
fatlier  died  February  28,  1879,  aged  eighty- 
three  years,  seven  months  and  seven  days;  he 
was  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright  by  trade; 
politically  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  early  days  and  later  voted  the 
Republican  ticket;  in  his  religion  he  was  a 
Universalist;  he  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  union  had  six  children. 

Morton  M.  Farewell  passed  his  youth  on  a 
farm  and  acquired  an  educaticni  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  After  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  was  occupied  with  various  pursuits 
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until  1866,  when  lie  located  in  this  county  on 
the  Caleb  Roberts  farm,  one  of  tlu-  ih-st  im- 
proved tracts  in  the  to-,  usliip;  it  contains  1S3 
acres,  has  a  good  two-story  residence,  and 
substantial  barns  and  sheds  for  the  care  of 
crops  and  the  protection  of  live-stock. 

Mr.  Farewell  was  married,  November  5, 
1863,  to  Miss  Abigail  Seraphena  liouck,  a 
native  of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and 
a  daughter  of  Chandler  liouck.  of  St.  Law- 
rence connty,  New  York,  wlio  was  a  son  of 
Peter  Houck;  the  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Parmelia  Bnrdick.  and  her  father  was  Samuel 
Burdick.  Chandler  and  Parmelia  Houck  had 
four  sons,  who  served  in  the  civil  war:  Har- 
mon, Francis  C,  Oliver  B.  and  Lawton  K. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farewell  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Fitz  Leander,  born  September  30, 
180-4 ;  he  married  Miss  Maud  E.  Andrews,  a 
daughtei-  of  Chester  Andrews,  an  old  soldier 
of  the  late  war;  of  this^union  one  child  was 
born.  May  9,  1887;  lier  name  is  Bessie 
Marian. 

Our  subject  is  an  ardent  Democrat;  he  has 
held  the  office  of  township  Treasurer  and  Over- 
seer. He  is  a  man  of  many  sterling  traits  of 
character,  and  is  deserving  of  the  popularity 
he  enjoys. 


fN.  BARCLAY,  a  merchant  of  Stevens- 
town,  Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  proini- 
*  nent,  enterprising  and  successful  busi- 
ness men  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Barclay  was  born  in  La  Crosse  county. 
Wisconsin,  March  17,  1856.  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (McCrindle)  Barclay.  His 
father  is  one  of  the  most  e.xtensixe  land- 
owners in  this  county,  and  is  well-known  as 
the  proprietor  of  the  Union  Mills.  He  was  born 
in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  near  the  birth-place 
of  Burns,  December  22,  1880,  one  of  the  live 


children  of  David  and  Jane  (Smith)  I>arclay. 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  land. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  sailed  from 
Glasgow  for  this  country,  and  after  a  voyage 
of  twenty-eight  days  landed  in  New  York. 
From  New  York  he  went  to  Pennsylvania 
and  from  there  came  to  Wisconsin,  arriving 
in  La  Crosse  county  November  4,  1851. 
Here  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  a  fine 
farm  tif  670  acres,  well  improved  with  frame 
house,  stone-basement  barn,  etc.  For  thirty 
years  he  has  owned  the  Union  ]\rills.  These 
are  supplied  with  the  roller  process  and 
manufacture  as  fine  a  (quality  of  tlonr  as  can 
be  found  in  the  State.  Li  1855  Mr.  Barclay 
returned  tci  Scotland  for  his  bride,  Elizabeth 
McCrindle.  who  was  born  May  16,  1830. 
daughter  of  W.  M.  and  Anna  (Cleveland) 
McCrindle.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to 
them  seven  are  living,  viz.:  David  X.,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch;  Anna  Casberg;  Will- 
iam, of  Minnesota;  Jennie,  wife  of  James 
Friend,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Miudoro,  this 
county;  John  and  Janu'S,  twins;  and  George, 
of  Montana.  Lizzie  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years. 

David  X.  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
When  a  young  man  he  learned  the  miller's 
trade,  and  followed  the  same  for  some  years 
in  the  Union  Mills.  In  1887  he  bought  out 
the  store  of  Peter  Casper  at  Steven stown,  or 
Union  Mills,  as  it  is  sometimes  called  by  thi' 
old  settlers.  He  carries  a  well  assorted  stock 
of  general  merchandise — dry  goods,  boots  and 
shoes,  groceries,  provision^,  etc. — and  is  do- 
ing a  thriving  business,  which  averages  some 
$12,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Barclay  was  married,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  to  Mary  Friend,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Hodge)  Friend.  Her 
father  is  a  prominent  early  settler  and  an  old 
soldier.   T(_iMr.and  Mrs.  Barclav  four  children 
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have  been  born,  two  of  whom,  James  and 
Helen,  are  living.  David  died  at  the  age  of 
five  months  and  Bessie  at  the  age  of  eight 
years. 

Politically  Mr.  Barclay  is  a  Republican; 
socially,  a  meml)er  of  the  1.  O.  0.  F.,  No.  318 
of  Mindoro.  June  14, 1887,  Mr.  Barclay  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Stevenstown,  and  is 
still  filling  that  position  most  acceptably. 
He  is  a  successful  business  man  and  a  popu- 
lar citizen. 


^^^ILLIAM  N.  NORTH,  is  the  proprie- 
wWOl  ^^^  ^^  '"''^  Campbell  dairy,  which  is 
,-sJK4  located  one  mile  from  North  La 
Crosse,  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  parts 
of  the  county.  Mr.  North  is  well  known  to 
be  a  good  business  man,  a  law  abiding  and 
enterprising  citizen  and  an  accommodating 
and  reasonable  neighbor.  On  his  dairy  farm 
he  keeps  thirty  or  forty  cows,  and  sells  their 
milk  on  his  farm;  but  at  one  time  he  kept 
seventy-three  cows  and  a  number  of  delivery 
magons.  He  was  born  in  Dubliu,  Ireland, 
March  31,  1854-,  to  Henry  AV.  North,  a  na- 
tive of  county  Galway,  Ireland;  and  Mary 
(Boulger)  North,  wlio  was  liorn  on  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Her  father  was  an  officer  of 
the  English  army,  and  held  the  rank  of  Ma- 
jor, in  the  Ninety-third  Highlanders,  of  the 
Queen's  Own.  He  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
but  his  wife  was  born  in  Ireland. 

William  N.  Nortli  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, in  Dublin  college,  and  in  18tj4  came 
with  his  parents  to  America  and  in  1865 
settled'  with  them  at  Onalaska,  where  the 
mother  died,  in  August,  1888.  She  bore  her 
husband  two  children:  Anna,  wife  of  Rufus 
P.  White,  residing  in  Adams,  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  and    William    N.     The 


father  resides  with  his  daughter  in  New 
York,  and  is  a  well-read  gentleman,  iiaving 
descended  from  Irish  land  owners  and  gen- 
tlemen. In  religion  he  is  an  Episcopaliau. 
William  N.  North  was  eleven  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  located  in  New  York,  and 
twelve  years  of  age  when  they  took  up  their 
abode  in  Wisconsin.  He  located  on  his 
present  farm  December  16,  1879,  whicli  was 
then  known  as  the  old  Couch  farm.  It  com- 
prises 120  acres  and  is  one  of  the  most  fertile 
farms  in  the  neighborhood.  On  it  is  a  nice 
frame  house,  which  is  furnished  in  a  manner 
showing  a  i-etined  and  cultivated  taste.  This 
home  is  beautifully  situated,  is  surrounded 
by  handsome  trees  and  flowering  shrubs,  and 
has  become  noted  for  the  hospitality  which 
is  extended  to  all  who  enter  its  portals.  One 
barn  is  32x80  feet  in  dimensions;  another  is 
28x48;  and  both  are  furnished  with  tracks 
for  cars  to  carry  feed  down  the  center.  He 
also  has  a  horse  power  for  cutting  feed  and  a 
large  windmill  for  drawing  water,  which 
during  the  winter  time  is  warmed  by  a  tank 
heater. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  North 
was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  T.  McCarty, 
who  was  born,  reared,  educated  and  married 
in  La  Crosse  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Elizabetli  (Davis)  McCarty,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1867.  The  father  is  still  living,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  makes  his  home 
with  Mrs.  North.  He  came  to  tliis  section 
in  1857. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  North  have  the  following 
children:  Eugene  N.,  born  June  30,  1882, 
and  Villa  Anna,  born  November  19,  1886. 

Mr.  North  is  independent  in  politics,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights 
of  Wisconsin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catli- 
olic  ('hurch,  is  an  intelligent  and  well  in- 
formed man  of  business,  and  is  jjopular  with 
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all  classes,  for  lie  is  of  a  genial,  social  tem- 
perament and  the  son!  of  lionesty  in  liislmsi- 
ness  transactions. 


« HESTER    ANDREWS,    a    well-known 
and     highly    respected     citizen    of     La 
Crosse  county,    residing   near  Stevens- 
town,  has  made  his  home  here  since  1871. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  horn  in  Potter  county, 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  head  of  the  Allegheny 
river,  on  May  5,  1836.  His  father,  Chester 
Andrews,  Sr..  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, son  of  Levi  Andrews,  wlio  was  of 
Welsh  ancestry  and  who  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Andrews'  mother 
was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Susan  Chand- 
ler. She  was  born  in  Connecticut,  daughter 
of  Abram  Cliandler.  who  came  of  an  old  line 
of  English  extraction.  Chester  and  Susan 
Andrews  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Two  of  the  sons,  x\bram  and 
Chester,  did  good  service  in  the  late  war.  Tiie 
Andrews  family  came  West  and  were  amono; 
the  early  settlers  of  Fillmore  county,  Minne 
sota.  Tiie  father  died  tiiere  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  He  had  been  a 
farmerall  his  life;  was,  politically,  a  Repub- 
lican; religiously,  a  Baptist.  The  mother 
died   in  Allegan  county,   Micliigan,  in   1877. 

Chester  Andrews  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
received  a  common- school  education.  He 
was  twenty  years  of  age  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  Minnesota.  When  tlie  wai- 
broke  out  he  was  among  the  first  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Union.  Eai-ly  in  1861  lie 
enlisted  in  Comjiany  A,  Second  Minnesota 
Infantry,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  tlie 
war  four  years  and  four  months.  He  was 
first  under  fire  at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
and  afterward  took  pai't  in  a  nniuber  of  ini 
portant     engagements;     was     witli     (Tcneral 


Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  and  was  at 
the  (-;ran<i  iJeview  at  Washington.  He  was 
honorably'  discharged  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Minnesota,  remaining  there  until 
1871  when  he  came  to  his   present  location. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  married  July  26,  1865, 
to  Mrs.  Sarah  Frances  McNeal,  widow  of 
Hiram  McNeal,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  who  died 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  Mrs.  Andrews 
is  a  daughter  of  James  Sykes,  a  prominent 
early  settler  and  an  old  solilier.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrews  have  one  daughter  and  tiiree 
sons,  namely:  Emma,  wife  ot  F.  Farewell; 
Benjamin  G.,  of  Burr  Oak,  tin's  county;  and 
James  C.  and  Willie  L.,  at  home.  They  lost 
an  infant  daughter,  Eunice,  aged  seven 
weeks. 

Politically  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  Repuiilican. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  Nelson  Quygle 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Mindoro;  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  made 
a  Mason  in  Minnesota,  in  1863.  He  is  a 
pi'osperous  and  well-to-do  citizen  of  this 
vicinity,  and    owns  a  tine  farm  of    160  acres. 


fOIIN  JOHNSON,  of  West  Salem,  has 
been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county 
•^K.  since  1869,  and  has  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  developing  its  best  interests.  He 
is  one  of  the  many  enterprising  and  successful 
men  who  have  come  from  Norwa\'  to  this 
country  and  have  maile  Wisconsin  their 
home. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  Imi-n  in  Ntu-way,  July  31, 
1841,  son  of  Michael  and  Malina  Johnson, 
natives  of  that  country.  The  Johnson  family 
bade  farewell  to  friends  and  native  laud  on 
the  fifth  of  May,  1859,  and  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, landing  in  Quebec  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.     They  came  by  the  lakes   to  Detroit. 
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thence  by  I'ail  to  Prairie  du  Cliien,  and  up  the 
river  to  La  Crosse,  arriving  iiere  on  July  1. 
The  fatlier  purchased  land  in  Farniington 
township,  and  lived  here  two  years,  then 
moved  to  the  town  of  Holland,  where  he 
lived  nntil  near  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  The  mother  died  at  Half-wa}'  creek. 
The  suliject  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Maria  Olson,  a  widow,  residing  at  Half-way 
Creek;  Tonette  Chritiason,  of  the  same  place; 
Ellen  Larson,  living  near  West  Salem;  John; 
Michael,  who  was  born  February  5,  18-14, 
and  who  was  a  member  of  Company  L 
Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Eagle  liegiment, 
contracted  disease  while  in  the  army,  and 
died  in  1867;  Jennie  Johnson,  of  West 
Salem;  Martha,  deceased;  Thomas,  a  promi- 
inent  citizen  of  Holland  town.shi].),  this 
county;  J.  K.,  a  well  known  merchant  of 
West  Salem;  Alexander,  the  Postmaster  and 
a  druggist  of  West  Salem. 

John  Johnson  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  life  in  this  county.  He  iiad 
attended  school  in  Norway  until  he  was 
fifteen  and  had  received  a  fair  education. 
After  he  came  here  he  spent  three  win- 
ters in  the  woods  and  on  the  river,  enj^aged 
in  the  lumber  business.  hi  18(14  he  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Farniington  township,  where  he 
lived  until  the  fall  of  1891.  At  that  time 
he  sold  his  land,  a  line  farm  of  2l)0  acres,  and 
moved  to  West  Salem. 

He  was  married  in  the  spi-ing  of  1 864  to 
Paulina  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  the  widow 
Lewis  and  a  native  of  Norway.  She  was  six 
years  old  when  she  came  to  this  country,  and 
in  Wisconsin  she  grew  up  and  was  educa'ied. 
She  died  April  6,  18U0.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  tVmr  daughters  have  been  born,  three 
of  whom  are  living,  namely:  .Matilda  L.,  a 
popular  and  successful  teacher  for  foui-  years; 


Julia  H.  and  Ida  P.,  who  are  now  attending 
the  Salem  high  school.  Laura  J.,  a  bright 
and  amiable  young  lady,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four.  She  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  her  untimely  death  was  a  sad 
blow  to  the  family  and  her  many  friends. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
Republican.  For  twelve  years  lie  has  served 
as  a  member  of  tiie  board  of  Supervisors  of 
Farmington  township,  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  board  eight  years.  He  was  active  in 
helping  to  organize  the  Scandinavian  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  and  has  been  its  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  seventeen  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  has 
been  a  trustee  of  the  church  six  years.  He 
takes  an  advanced  ground  on  all  educational 
and  religious  matters,  and  his  influence  is 
ever  given  on  tlie  side  of  truth  and  right.  At 
the  present  writing  he  is  retireil  from  active 
business. 


ipiAllMON  SACIA,  was  born  in  Holland 
iW|  township.  La  CIrosse  county,  Wisconsin, 
TfsM  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  Fel)- 
ruary  13,  1855.  His  father,  II.  B.  Sacia,  a 
prominent  pioneer  of  this  county  and  a  vet- 
eran of  the  late  war,  is  iiiiw  an  honored 
resident  of  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county, 
Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
New  York,  his  paternal  ancestors  being 
French,  and  his  mother's  people  German. 
In  1851  he  came  to  Wiscon&in  and  settled  in 
La  Crosse  county,  where  he  lived  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  moved  to  Galesville.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Sacia  was  born  in  Vermont,  of 
an  old  New  England  family,  and  was,  before 
her  marriage.  Miss  Corilelia  Packard.  This 
worthy  couple  had  a  family  of  ten  children, 
Harmon  being  the  seventh- born.  He  was 
reared  at  the  old  homestead,  and  n^cei\'ed  his 
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education  in  tlie  district  schools  of  tlie  neigh- 
borhood. He  is  now  the  owner  of  115  acres 
of  valuable  fanning  land,  which  is  ini])ro\cd 
with  cottage  and  other  good  buildings.  One 
of  the  best  springs  in  the  county  is  located  on 
his  place. 

Mr.  Sacia  was  married  April  6,  1881,  to 
Lena  Halter.  She  was  born  in  Norway,  but 
has  lived  in  this  county  since  she  was  a  child. 
They  have  six  children:  Howard  Marvin, 
Pearl  Cordelia,  Lizzy.  Lilly,  Harrison  and  an 
infant  son. 

Ifr.  Sacia  is  a  Repnl)lican.  Although  a 
young  man,  he  is  ranked  socially  and  finan- 
cially among  the  representati\e  citizens  of 
the  township. 

I^TEPHEN  LAMBERT.— This  gentle- 
'1^1  man  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
''^^  best  interests  of  Holland  township.  La 
Crosse  county,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  here,  he  having  settled  in  this  county 
in  1858. 

Stephen  Lambert  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  15,  ISIL.  His 
father,  Joliu  Lambert,  was  also  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  His  mother,  7iee  Catherine 
Brockera,  was  born  in  that  State,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  people.  Grand- 
father Brockem  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lambert  had  a  faiuily  of  nine 
chihli'cn,  live  sons  and  four  daughters.  One 
son,  John  Tobias,  was  confined  in  I^ibby 
Prison,  and  was  starved  to  death.  He 
weighed  210  pounds  at  the  time  he  was  ta- 
ken prisoner,  and  at  the  time  of  his  release 
was  reduced  to  100  pounds.  He  died  a  short 
time  afterward,  aged  twenty-seven  years. 
John  Lambert  was  by  occupation  a  charcoal 
burner.      In  politics  he  was  a  Jackson   Dem- 


ocrat. His  death  occurred  when  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  three  years  old.  His 
mother  came  to  La  Crosse  county,  and  ))assed 
the  residu(>  of  Jier  life  here,  dying  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  She  was  a 
devoted  Christian  woman,  and  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Stephen  Lam- 
bert came  to  La  Cro^^se  county.  I'dr  sevei'al 
years  he  was  variously  employed,  working  on 
the  farm,  in  the  wodds  and  at  sawmillino-. 
He  gained  what  schooling  lie  has  at  Pliila- 
del]>liia,  previous  to  his  coming  West.  AVhen 
the  wai-  came  on  lie  enlisted,  in  February, 
1802,  in  Company  D,  Fourteenth  AViscdusin 
Infantry  Voluntceis.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  many  of  the  important  engagements 
of  the  war;  was  with  his  regiment  at  Shiloh, 
when  they  covered  themselves  with  glory  and 
honor  by  capturing  a  New  Orleans  battery. 
One  of  the  guns,  a  twelve-pound  Parrot  gun, 
is  now  at  Madiscui,  Wisconsin.  ]\Ir.  Lam- 
bert was  also  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  luka. 
Black  River  Bridge,  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
bui'g,  in  the  Reil  River  expedition,  at  Cham- 
pion Hills  and  Nashville.  Friim  the  latter 
place  he  went  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  after  a  service  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  Lambert  owns  a  farm  of  180  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  which  he  purchased  iti 
1870.  His  house  is  IG  x  24  feet,  two-stories, 
with  a  one-story  L,  10  \  21  feet,  and  is  located 
on  a  good  building  site.  His  ct^immodiuus 
barn  is  52x54  feet,  and  his  other  farm  im- 
provements are  all  lii>t-class.  A  modern 
wind  ])um|)  sup])lies  water  for  liis  stock. 

Mr.  Lambert  was  married,  April  7,  1878, 
to  Dora  Grassma,  a  native  of  Minnesota,  and 
a  daughter  of  Bowker  ami  Clara  (Turkler) 
Grassma,  natives  of  Holland.  Her  father 
died  in  this  county  in  ls75,  aged  sixty  one 
years.      Her  mother  is  .~till  living.      Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Grassma  had  a  family  of  nine  cliiklren. 
Mr.  Grass  til  a  served  in  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try Volunteers,  being  ime  year  in  tbe  recri- 
ment  with  Mr.  Lambert.  While  they  were 
on  the  Red  River  expedition  lie  received  a 
sun -stroke,  fi-om  the  effects  of  which  he 
never  recovered.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lambert 
have  five  sons:  John,  Jacob,  Benjamin  F., 
Stephen  G.  and  Harry  E. 

Socially,  Mr.  Lambert  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Acadia  Lodge,  No.  41. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  John  Flynn  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  North  La  Crosse. 

fHEODORE  T.  WIDVET.  attorney  at 
law. — Of  the  many  prominent  names 
-^  which  make  up  the  sfrrengtii  of  Wis- 
consin bar  is  that  of  Theodore  T.  Widvey, 
who  is  to  the  manor  born,  and  is  a  true  type 
of  the  conservative,  yet  progressive  and  cul- 
tured Norwegian.  He  was  born  on  October 
17,  1835,  to  John  and  Anna  (Peterson)  Wid- 
vey, natives  of  Norway,  the  former  of  whom 
■was  a  sea  captain  and  the  owner  of  vessels. 
He  followed  this  calling  in  the  fisheries  for  a 
livelihood,  but  was  also  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business.  Of  seven  children  born  to  this 
union,  only  three  are  living,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest.  The 
other  brothers,  P.  A.  and  O.  Smith  (twins) 
reside  in  Round  valley,  Custer  county,  Neb- 
raska, the  former  a  minister  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  O.  Smith  Widvey  is  a 
farmer  in  that  locality.  Theodore  T.  Widvey 
received  a  thorough  education,  being  an  attend- 
ant of  some  of  the  higher  schools  of  his  native 
land.  In  the  spring  of  185-4  ho  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Unck  county,  Wiscon 
sin,  where  he  did  editorial  work  on  the  Nor- 
wegian   paper  called    the   Emhjriint,    which 


was  published  by  the  Scandinavian  Press 
Association,  with  which  paper  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1856.  He  then  began 
the  study  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Crawford, 
Wakely  &  Tenney — the  former  a  late  member 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  Wisconsin.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  November,  1S57,  and 
at  once  entered  upon  his  practice  in  Madison, 
being  associated  with  J.  T.  Knapp  and  Levi 
Bootii.  This  partnership  continued  until  the 
call  of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men  in 
the  month  of  April,  1861. 

At  this  timeMr.  Widvey  offered  his  services 
in  defense  of  his  adopted  country,  but 
he  was  notified  by  Governor  Randall  of 
the  State  not  to  respond  to  the  first  call  for 
troops  as  lie  had  other  work  for  him  to  do, 
which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  recruiting 
of  a  company,  which  became  Company  K  of 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Although  he  was  chosen  its  Captain  he  would 
not  accept  tlie  office,  but  finally  accepted  the 
First  Lieutenancy,  being  promoted  Captain 
in  the  latter  part  of  1862.  He  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Winchester,  Buckton  Station, 
Cedar  Mnuntain,  Fredericksburg,  and  other 
engagements;  and  was  in  the  Pope  campaign 
in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  under  McClellan,  Burnside 
and  later  under  General  Joseph  Hooker.  He 
was  Aid-de-camp  and  Ailjutant  of  General 
C.    S.    Hamilton's    command    from    August, 

1861,  until    relieved    at    Fortress    Monroe  in 

1862.  .\t  tlie  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  it 
should  be  mentioned,  he  was  in  command  of 
a  l)attalion  of  his  regiment  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  of  battle.  During  the  third 
and  last  charge  in  that  battle,  he  was  severely 
wounded,  and  left  on  the  field  a  prisoner,  and 
was  sent  to  old  Libby,  where  he  was  confined 
for  about  forty  days,  then  was  exchanged,  and 
was  sent  to  Annapolis  to  take  command  of 
the  Fourth  liattaiion  of'  exchanged    pi-isoners 
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of  war.  December  10  he  was  in  charge  of 
that  battalion  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks! )urg. 
About  December  13  lie  reported  to  General 
Williams,  commander  of  the  division  to  which 
his  regiment  belonged,  and  was  told  by  the 
latter  to  remain  at  his  headquarters  as  addi- 
tional aid  until  the  regiment  en  route  from 
Harper's  Ferry  should  arrive.  About  De- 
cember 25  he  reported  to  his  regiment  at 
Fairfax  Station,  and  resumed  his  position  as 
Captain  of  Company  E.  Owing  to  a  wound 
which  he  had  received  he  could  not  march 
and  also  owing  to  this  wound  his  voice  was 
very  weak,  so  that  upon  tendering  his  resigna- 
tion iu  March,  1863,  it  was  accepced.  He 
had  devoted  about  two  years  of  his  life  to  the 
service  of  Uncle  Sam  and  prior  to  responding 
to  the  call  for  troops  be  had  served  some  three 
years  in  the  Governor's  guard  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin.  He  did  noble  service,  and  was 
well-known  as  a  brave,  capalile  and  zealous 
officer. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  spent  several 
years  in  Europe  at  different  sanitariums  try- 
ing to  restore  his  shattered  health.  In  1869 
Governor  Fairchild  appointed  him  Fish 
Inspector  for  the  State,  which  position  oc- 
cupied his  attention  for  three  years.  He  then 
returned  to  his  law  practice  and  since  1882 
much  of  his  attention  has  been  given  to  edi- 
torial work  in  La  Crosse,  Init  at  the  present 
time  he  is  principally  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law,  and  is  a  well-read  and  able  attorney 
and  a  ripe  scholar.  He  was  admitted  an 
attorney  to  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  United 
States  in  1862,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
Court  Commissioner  since  1881. 

He  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Andrea 
C.  Joys,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents  at  an  early  age. 
They  have  two  children:  Edward  .Tobn,  who 
is  studying  pharmacy,  and  Valborg.  I'oth 
Mr.  and    Mrs.  Widvey    are    members   of  the 


Norwegian  Luthi^ran  Church,  and  the  former 
is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Repulilican.  He  has  become  a  jn'ominent 
citizen  of  the  county,  respected  antl  esteemed 
for  his  sterling  integrity,  his  broad  intelli- 
gence and  liberal  and  progressive   ideas. 


-^^'^V^^^^ 


M  Y  R  I  C  K. 


KEMINISCENOES  (iF   E.VKLV  TI.MES. 

St.  Paul,  Mi-nnesota,  January  28,  1892. 
Hon.  F.  a.  CopELANn,  Mayor, 

La  Crosse,  Wisconsin. 

My  Dear  Mayor: — I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  esteemed 
letter  of  January  22,  1892,  enclosing  and 
officially  transmitting  to  me  an  engrossed 
preamble  and  resolution  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  wherein 
a  kind  invitation  is  extended  to  me  to  be 
present  on  the  10th  of  February,  1892,  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  '.he  settlement  of  La 
Crosse,  and  also  requesting  me  to  permit  a 
portrait  of  myself  to  be  placed  in  the  new 
City  Hall,  or  in  the  Public  Library. 

I  cannot  express  in  words  the  great  pleas- 
ure which  this  most  marked  and  distinguished 
invitation  and  request  has  brought  to  me. 
The  deepest  feelings  of  respect  for  the  city 
of  La  Crosse,  which  now  seem  in  volume 
doubled  l)y  this  distinguished  act  of  kind- 
ness, are,  at  this  moment,  so  mingled  with 
all  ray  own  leminiscences  of  the  settlement 
of  La  Crosse  that  it  is  now  almost  impos- 
sible for  me  to  set  in  phrase  my  appreciation 
of  the  high  consideration  thus  paid  me. 

To  explain  to  you  brietly  these  feelings, 
ao  back  witli  me   fifty  years,  and   stand,  with 
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a  few  companions,  in  an  uncivilized  and  un- 
settled place  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  While  standing  there  in  such  a  deso- 
late spot,  contemplate  and  imagine,  if  pos- 
silile,  that  within  fifty  years,  out  from  the 
sands  of  the  echoing  shore  there  shall  arise 
a  populous  and  modern  metropolis,  from 
whose  center  the  eagle  engines  hourly  scream 
their  flight  to  all  tlie  distant  seas;  whose 
hills  shall  be  dotted  with  churches,  dedicated 
to  the  ever-living  God;  upon  whose  slopes 
and  plains  permanent  institutions  of  educa- 
tion, science  and  learning  shall  be  erected, 
and  upon  whose  tributary  waters  the  com- 
merce of  a  hundred-millioned  re])ublic  shall 
be  carried.  This  may  seem  jiossible.  You 
may  dream  this:  so  did  many  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  republic  dream.  I)Ut  imagine, 
if  you  can,  that  even  under  the  lofty  policy 
of  tills  republic,  before  your  own  humble 
career  shall  be  entered,  that  there  will  be 
foui.d  the  high  magnanimity  and  thoughtful 
consideration,  under  whose  tender  influences 
the  great  business  interests  of  such  metropo- 
lis shall  pause  in  the  exercise  of  their  infinite 
energies  to  remember  the  young  and  unlet- 
tered trader  who  first  erected  a  cabin  on  the 
site  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse.  I  therefore 
feel  all  the  respect  and  humility  which  this 
confusing  ti'ain  of  thought  engenders,  and  I 
cannot  write  these  down  in  words. 

1  most  heartily  desire  that  the  Kith  of 
February  next  shall  be  a  glorious  holiday  to 
the  good  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  on  which  all 
the  old  settlers  may  again  join  bands  with 
the  new,  pledging  to  each  other  alike,  with 
the  unanimity  ever  necessary  to  metre politan 
advance,  a  loyal  devotion  to  the  liberties, 
civilization,  security  and  peace  of  the  city  of 
La  Crosse. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  1  am 
compelled  to  inform  yon,  that  buth  my  health 
and  the  emergencies  of  my  business  will    re- 


quire that  1  shall  be,  uj)On  February  10,  in 
the  distant  State  of  California,  but  my  heart 
will  be  with  you  on  that  day.  as  my  affec- 
tions and  my  hopes  are  with  you  ever.  It 
seeuis  strange  that  the  city  of  La  Crosse, 
which  is,  in  the  single  consideration  of  early 
settlement,  somewhat  of  a  child  of  mine, 
should,  by  its  own  graceful  act,  make  me  a 
child  of  itself. 

My  dear  Mayor,  in  your  letter  you  -asked 
me,  in  case  it  should  not  be  convenient  for 
me  to  he  with  you  on  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary, that  I  send  you  a  brief  account  of  my 
life  and  reminiscenses  in  relation  to  the  set- 
tlement of  La  Crosse.  This  I  have  concluded 
to  do,  not  in  any  spirit  of  vain-glory,  but  by 
an  effoi-t,  overcoming  a  modesty  with  which 
I  think  your  people  are  familiar.  And, 
prompted  J)y  a  sense  of  duty,  and  from  the 
pleasure  of  doing,  so  far  as  in  my  power, 
whatever  may  be  requested  of  me  by  the  city 
of  La  Crosse,  I  will  herein  give  you  tlie  mod- 
est circumstances  of  my  life,  and,  so  far  as  I 
can,  complete  the  chain  of  reminiscences 
which  have  already  been  put  on  record  in 
relation  to  the  settlement  of  La  Crosse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
this  day  forwarded  to  the  City  of  La  Ci'osse, 
in  your  care  as  Mayor,  a  portrait  of  myself. 
It  is  my  desire,  dear  Mayor,  if  it  shall  so 
please  the  city,  that  this  portrait  be  placed 
in  the  Public  Library. 

Permit  me  to  relate  to  you  the  events  of 
my  life  as  follows: 

I  am  the  son  of  Barnabas  Myrick  and  Lo- 
vina  liigelow,  who  wei'e  married  aliout  1818. 
I  was  born  at  Westport,  Essex  county.  New 
York,  on  July  7,  1822.  My  father  had 
removed  from  Middlebury,  Vermont,  to  Essex 
county  about  1818,  and  continued  to  reside 
at  Westport  until  bis  death  in  1844.  During 
his  life  in  New  York  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  business  in  various  forms;  was  at  onetime 
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Loan  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  served  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  that  State  al)0ut  1S34.  I  was  one 
of  eigiit  chihlren,  tive  of  wliom  lived  ])ast 
their  majority.  Tiiese  were  Ira  Myriek,  now 
living  at  Eljsian,  Minnesota;  Louisa  Myrick, 
now  married  to  Hiram  Buckland,  of  I'randon, 
Vermont;  the  late  Andrew  Jackson  Myrick^ 
who  removed  to  Minnesota  in  1852,  and  was 
murdered  by  Indians  at  the  Sioux  Agency 
near  Iledwood,  in  August,  1862;  Abigail 
Myi'ick,  who  was  married  during  the  '408  to 
Stephen  (xondall,  who  afterwards  removed  to 
Minnesota  and  lived  at  Elysian,and  died  in 
1874.  The  other eliildren  were  Hiram,  Charles 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  Myrick. 

My  mother  lived  in  Brandon  the  last  few 
years  of  her  life,  and  died  in  1857.  I  was 
with  her  at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  took 
her  remains  to  Westport,  New  York,  where 
they  were  buried  by  tiie  side  of  my  father. 
My  paternal  grandfather  was  Brazilla  Myrick, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  serveil  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  pensioner  of 
the  (Tovernment  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1841,  at  Westport,  where  he  was  buried.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1849,  and  was  buried 
by  the  side  of  her  husiiand  in  the  cemetery  at 
Westport. 

I  went  to  the  district  school  until  about 
ten  years  of  age,  and  was  then  entered  in  the 
academy  at  Westport,  whicli  was  founded 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  my  father.  I 
remained  there  about  three  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  term  was  employed  by  my 
father  in  his  tannery  at  Westport,  going  to 
school  in  the  winter.  Afterwards  I  was 
employed  in  a  general  store  owned  by  my 
father  in  Westport,  and  remained  tliere  until 
1841.  At  tliat  time  I  was  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late 
Major  Hatch,  of  Minnesota,  who  then  worked 
for  his  father   in    a   rival    store  in  Westport. 


We  both  became  enthusiastic  over  the  gi-eat 
West,  at  that  time  an  almost  unknown  coun- 
try. The  railroads  were  not  then  built,  and 
the  travid  to  the  West  was  by  canal  bo;it  to 
Lake  Erie,  and  liy  steamboat  to   Chicago. 

My  fatiier  was  an  austere  man,  thoroughly 
engrossed  Ity  many  enterprises  other  than 
those  heretofore  enumerated, — owning  and 
operating  canal  boats  and  sail  boats  on  Lake 
Champlain,  lumber  mills  and  luniber  yards 
at  Albany,  sawuiills  at  AVestport,  iron  forges 
and  otiier  entei-prises.  One  evening  I  went 
over  to  ]\Ir.  Hatch's  store,  and  the  West  was 
discussed  and  talked  about.  I  returned  to 
my  father's  store,  and  as  we  were  about  to 
close  the  store  for  the  night  I  asked  my 
father  if  he  would  give  me  tny  time.  He 
almost  flew  into  a  passion  an<l  said,  "You 
have  already  had  too  mucii  of  your  time.'' 
He  soon  got  over  the  excitement  which  lie 
was  thrown  into  by  the  audacity  I  had  in 
asking  for  my  time,  and  said  if  I  ciuild  ilo 
better  for  myself  than  he  could  for  me  I 
could  have  my  time.  That  ended  the  con- 
versation, and  we  went  home  to  the  house. 
I  made  up  my  mind  then  to  seek  my  fortune 
in  the  West.  This  was  mid-winter,  and  there 
were  no  means  of  travid  iiefore  navigation 
opened  on  the  lakes  and  canal:  consequently 
I  had  to  remain  there  until  about  the  first  of 
May.  By  that  time  I  was  ready  to  start  and 
embarked  on  one  of  my  father's  boats.  My 
friend,  the  late  Major  Hatch,  intende<l  to  ac- 
company me,  but  was  detained  in  New  York 
by  the  illness  of  his  mother.  1  stai-ted  from 
home  with  an  outtit  of  about  8100,  my  own 
savings,  being  however  well  provided  with 
books  and  clothing.  After  commencing  my 
journey  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  find  in 
my  trunk,  between  the  pages  of  a  pocket 
bible,  an  affectionate  letter  from  my  mother, 
enclosing  a  present  of  $15  from  her  own  pri- 
vate purse.     As  soon  as  I  had   exhibited   my 
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earnest  desire  to  go  West  by  actually  making 
a  start  from  home  without  seeking  pecuniary 
assistance  from  my  father,  he  seemed  struck 
with  the  seriousness  of  my  j)urpose;  and  by 
letter,  which  he  forwarded  by  my  brother  to 
intercept  me,  offered  to  restock  the  tannery 
at  home  and  make  me  a  present  of  the  plant, 
or,  if  I  would  be  better  pleased  to  stop  at  the 
hotel  in  Albany  and  remain  there  until  he 
came,  he  would  start  me  in  a  lumber-yard  at 
Albany,  oi-  some  other  congenial  business. 
But  I  had  that  sense  of  independence 
and  desire  for  personal  achieveuient  that  I  de- 
clined my  fatlier's  very  tempting  offer  and 
continued  on  my  western  journey.  My 
brother  traveled  on  the  packet  lioat  with  me 
until  we  met  the  packet  boat  going  north, 
on  which  he  took  return  passage  to  White- 
hall and  home,  he  all  the  time  trying  to  per- 
suade me  to  return  home.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  started  for  the  West  and  could  not  return 
home,  as  maTiy  of  my  friends  said  that  I 
would  return  to  stay  the  first  night.  I  went 
by  canal  boat  to  Troy,  and  rail  to  Albany 
and  to  Schenectady,  and  then  by  packet  boat 
on  the  canal  to  liuflalo,  where  I  took  the 
steamer  C'hesapeake  to  Chicago.  I  left  Chi- 
cago, which  had  then  about  5.000  inhabi- 
tants, by  stage,  and  went  to  Galena,  Illinois, 
arriving  there  June  3d.  tlieie  iieing  no  boats 
or  stage  running  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  1  hired 
a  team  and  went  from  there  directly  to  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  where  I  arrived  June  oth.  My 
immediate  object  in  going  to  Prairie  du 
Chien  was  to  visit  some  former  acquaintances 
from  Westport,  who  were  then  living  at  the 
former  place.  I  had  with  me  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction from  General  Hunter,  of  Westport, 
■\\ho  had  visited  Praii'ie  dn  CJiien  soirie  years 
before,  to  II.  L.  Dowsnian.  then  in  charge  of 
the  American  Fuv  Company, — Alexander 
McGregor  and  Judge  Lock  wood.  Upon  piv- 
senting    these    letters,    I    was     very     kindly 


received  by  the  gentlemen  named,  but  they 
declined  to  employ  me  in  any  services  on 
accouTit  of  my  inability  to  speak  Indian  and 
my  inexperience  in  Indian  trading.  I  re- 
mained at  the  hotel  until  my  funds  were 
nearly  exhausted,  being  unable  in  the  mean 
time  to  secure  employment.  Among  other 
efforts  in  that  direction,  I  applied  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  tannery  which  had  just  been 
started  in  the  north  part  of  Prairie  du  Chien. 
This  tannery  was  not  enclosed,  the  vats  being 
out  in  the  open  air.  The  proprietor,  not- 
withstanding my  representations  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  would  not  offer  me 
more  than  815  a  month,  which  I  declined, 
and  said  to  him  that  I  had  left  a  good  home 
to  get  rid  of  working  in  a  tannery,  of  which 
fact,  however,  I  never  informed  my  father. 

My  first  adventure  was  with  one  H.  J.  B. 
Miller,  who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  the 
butcher's  business  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
Business  being  rather  dull,  he  was  desirous 
of  making  a  trip  to  Cedar  river,  about  100 
miles  west  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  into  an  un- 
civilized country,  occupied  only  liy  Indians. 
Mr.  Miller  happened  to  mention  in  my  pres- 
ence that  if  he  could  secure  some  one  to  go 
with  him  he  would  like  to  make  this  trip  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  the  country  and  doing 
a  little  shooting  if  any  profitable  hunting 
could  be  found.  I  promptly  offered  to  ac- 
company Mr.  Miller,  and  we  set  out  in  a 
single  covered  wagon,  with  tent  and  supplies, 
for  Cedar  river,  having  obtained  permission 
from  General  Bi-ooks,  in  command  of  Fort 
Crawford,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  afterward 
fi-om  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Atchi- 
son, near  the  Turkey  River  Agency.  It  was 
necessary  to  get  permission  from  the  mili- 
tary authorities  in  order  to  go  ii]to  the  Indian 
country.  We  were  informed  at  Fort  ^Vtclii- 
son  tliat  there  had  been  a  tight  between  two 
tribes  of  Indians  a  few  days   before  at  Cedar 
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river,  :uid  that  it  was  dangerous  to  go  any 
farther;  that  tlie  troops  had  heeii  out  to  quiet 
the  troul)le,  and  had  just  returned.  We  paid 
no  attention  to  wliat  they  told  us,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey.  We  did  not  see 
inucli  game  nor  any  Indians  on  our  trip.  We 
camped  on  the  Ijanks  of  the  Cedar  river  two 
or  tliree  days,  sliot  a  few  fish,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  fort  and  to  Prairie  du  Cliien, 
where  we  were  again  about  two  weeks.  It 
was  during  this  trip  that  Mr.  Miller  and  my- 
self became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  each 
othej-,  and  commenced  the  friendship  which 
finally  led  to  our  entering  into  co-pai'tnership. 
After  our  return  from  this  Cedar  river 
trip,  I  was  employed  in  the  postoffice  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  receiving  only  my  board 
for  my  services.  I  had  only  worked  there  a 
few  weeks  when  I  was  taken  sick.  It  had 
been  arranged  between  Mr.  Miller  and  myself 
that  we  should  make  a  trading  trip  to  the 
Turkey  River  Agency,  permission  having 
been  granted  upon  our  application,  and  the 
arrangements  almost  completed;  but  my  ill- 
ness prevented  my  joining  this  adventure, 
Mr.  Miller  going  out  alone.  Mr.  David 
Clark,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  was  very  at- 
tentive to  me  during  my  illness,  but  his 
attention  was  in  a  characteristic  Western  way, 
and  may  be  appropriately  referred  to  here. 
Mr.  Clark  was  satisfied  that  I  was  taken  with 
a  fever,  and  informed  me  that  he  would 
either  cure  me  or  kill  me,  and  proceeded  to 
pour  ice- water  upon  the  Itack  of  my  head  as 
long  as  I  could  endure  it,  keeping  up  this 
operation  for  about  an  hour,  very  nearly 
accomplishing  the  alternative  of  killing  the 
patient,  but  very  fortunately  killing  the  fever 
as  intended.  Upon  my  recovery  I  returned 
to  the  pofetofl[ice,  where  I  remained  a  few 
weeks;  and,  having  two  trunks,  I  sold  one  for 
$4U,  and  gave  Mr.  Clark  §20,  which  left  me 
quite  a  little  stake.     About  this  time  I  formed 


the  acquaintance  of  Eben  Weld,  who  had 
made  a  trip  up  the  Mississippi  river  on 
horseback,  as  far  as  Fountain  city,  and  who 
reported  in  a  conversation  with  me,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  calling  at  the  office  for  his 
mail,  that  there  were  a  number  of  good  points 
up  the  river  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
particularly  at  Prairie  La  Crosse,  distant 
about  eight  miles  from  Prairie  du  Chien. 
The  Postmaster  at  this  time  was  J.  B.  liris- 
boys,  who  had  maintained  a  number  of  Indian 
trading  posts  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  points 
along  the  river.  ]\Ir.  Prisboys  told  me  that 
the  American  Fur  Company  had  at  one  time 
liad  some  rails  cut,  and  had  started  to  make 
a  claim  at  Prairie  La  Crosse,  but  that  the 
steamers  had  burned  up  the  rails,  and  the 
claim  had  never  been  perfected.  Mr.  Bris- 
boys'  advice  was  favorable  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  trading-post  at  La  Crosse.  I  made 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Weld  to  establish  a 
trading  post  there,  if  we  could  secure  a  stock 
of  goods  and  conveyance  for  the  same  up  the 
river.  I  obtained  from  General  Brooks,  in 
command  of  Fort  Crawford,  the  loan  of  a 
Government  keel-boat,  partially  decked  over, 
which  would  carry  about  forty  tons.  It 
was  the  nicest  keel-boat  I  ever  saw.  It  had 
standards  along  the  sides,  about  six  feet  high, 
with  an  arch  roof  or  deck,  open  on  the  sides; 
this  extended  to  within  about  ten  feet  of  each 
end  of  the  boat;  was  sharp  at  both  ends,  had 
running-boards  on  each  side  the  whole  length 
to  walk  back  and  forth,  for  the  purpose  of 
poling  the  boat,  with  a  rudder.  I  cut  a  hole 
through  the  upper  deck,  or  roof,  put  a  mast 
in,  and  made  a  square  sail  of  bed-ticking  and 
rigged  it  to  the  mast,  for  the  purpose  of  sail- 
ing when  the  wind  was  in  the  right  direction. 
I  purchased  some  lumber  to  floor  the  bottom 
of  the  boat,  and  some  clapboards,  twelve  feet 
ong,   and    made   a  cabin    by    siding    up    the 
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Standards  at  the  stern  end  of  the  boat;  made 
soiue  berths  to  sleep  in,  put  a  sheet-iron 
stove  in  to  cook  on.  and  prepared  to  enclose 
the  whole  boat  with  lumber  and  live  in  it 
through  the  winter  in  case  we  were  frozen  in 
on  the  way  up  the  I'ivei-.  We  loaded  with  a 
stock  of  gooils  obtained  from  every  merchant 
in  J'rairie  du  Chien,  except  II.  L.  Dowsman, 
of  the  American  Fur  Company,  who  was 
under  contract  with  an  Indian  trader  living 
aliout  four  miles  from  where  I  intended  to 
go.  While  I  was  getting  ready  to  leave,  Mr. 
Kurts,  a  Mormon  from  Nauvoo,  came  up  on 
a  steamboat  with  some  goods  wliich  he 
wished  to  carry  uj)  on  the  Black  river.  I 
had  his  goods  loaded  on  our  boat,  and  Mr. 
Kurts  and  two  or  three  men  in  his  employ 
assisted  to  pule  the  craft  up  to  J^'rairie  La 
Crosse,  where  it  was  unloaded.  These  gonds 
were  unloaded  where  the  public  landing  now 
is,  and  sent  up  Black  liver.  The  last  money 
wliich  I  had  was  expended  in  tlie  purchase 
of  crackers  from  the  late  Louis  Roberts, 
afterward  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
closing  up  his  business,  in  the  expectation 
of  removing  to  the  Up[)er  Mississippi.  After 
this  purchase  there  remained  the  sum  of  ten 
cents,  whicli  I  told  Mr.  Kobcrts  1  was  going 
to  keep  for  seed.  The  weather  was  pleasant, 
and  leaving  Prairie  du  Chien  on  November 
4  we  reached  our  destination  on  November 
y.  AVe  went  ashore  and  lociked  around,  and 
found  that  there  was  no  timber  there  to  build 
with, — nothing  bnt  a  few  oak  shrul)S.  I  then 
told  the  buys  to  shui-e  the  boat  uver  to  the 
island.  (.)n  the  island  we  built  a  double 
cabin  of  logs  and  puncheons,  and  prepared 
for  our  ti-ade  with  the  Indians. 

At  the  time  of  our  ai-i'ival  there  was  not  a 
man,  either  white  or  Indian,  in  siijht,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Prairie  La  Crusse.  The  In- 
dians   had    all    gone    to    the     Turkey    Liver 


Agency  to  di'aw  their  money  and  supplies. 
There  was  not  a  habitation  of  any  kind  about 
the  place.  There  \vas  a  dispute  at  one  time 
as  to  who  was  the  founder  of  La  Crosse.  We 
liad  quite  a  controversy  over  it,  looked  up 
the  record,  and  it  was  finally  decided  that  1 
was  the  first  settler.  If  there  was  any  one 
near  there  at  the  time  1  came,  they  must 
have  settled  some  miles  farther  down  the 
river.  AVe  put  up  our  cabin,  and  after  wait- 
ing perhaps  ten  days  the  Indians  returned 
with  plenty  of  money,  and  we  had  a  pretty 
good  trade.  On  the  LStli  of  December,  I 
started  for  Prairie  du  Chien  for  more  goods. 
I  took  some  provisions  and  blankets  with 
uie,  aud  about  $100  in  silver.  I  did  not 
know  how  to  carry  money,  so  I  put  some  in 
one  pocket  and  some  in  another,  crossed  the 
Mississippi  river  in  a  canoe,  and  took  the 
Indian  trail  along  under  the  blutfs.  It 
commenced  raining  soon  after  I  started. 
I  found  it  difficult  to  cross  Coon  creek,  but 
finally  found  a  tree  felled  toward  me  across 
the  river.  This  was  my  only  chance:  so  I 
threw  my  pack  over  and  jumped  for  the  tree- 
top.  I  sank  into  the  water  up  to  my  neck, 
but  caught  hold  of  the  limbs  and  fortunately 
got  ont.  After  I  had  crossed  Coon  creek,  it 
commenced  to  snow.  I  was  following  the 
Indian  trail  down,  and  met  a  squaw.  I  tried 
to  speak  to  her  and  find  (.)ut  where  I  could 
get  shelter,  but  slie  seemed  afraid  and  turned 
off  the  trail.  I  followed  her  track  through 
tile  snow,  and  came  upon  quite  a  camp  of 
Indians  on  an  island  formed  by  the  Bad  Axe 
river  and  a  slough;  the  latter  I  had  to  wade 
through  to  get  to  the  camp  after  dark.  The 
Indians  were  all  drunk  and  were  having  a 
dance.  The  squaw  came  out,  aud  she  could 
speak  a  little  English:  she  told  me  they  were 
good  Indians.  I  dried  my  clothes  the  be^t  I 
could,  and  tried  to  sleep  in  a  wigwam.  I 
lay  in  such    a  position  that  an    Indian   could 
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not  get  in  or  out  of  tlie  witrwam  without 
stuinbliiig  over  me.  Tliey  kept  up  tlieir 
tlancing  all  night,  and  kept  coming  in  and 
out  of  the  wigwam,  so  1  didn't  get  much 
sleep.  I  didn't  know  what  those  drunken 
Indians  might  do,  although  the  S([uaw  told 
ine  tiiey  were  good  Indians.  It  turned  vei-y 
cold  that  night  and  the  river  closed  with  ice. 
I  took  a  severe  cold  during  the  night,  and 
was  so  lame  and  sore  the  next  morning  I 
could  scarcely  get  up.  The  squaw  made  me 
some  coffee  and  gave  me  refreshments  such  as 
they  had.  After  partaking,  I  resumed  my 
journey.  I  crossed  the  Bad  Axe  river  on  a 
fallen  tree  with  the  aid  of  a  long  pole;  i  was 
so  lame  and  stiff  that,  when  I  came  to  a  log 
or  pole  lying  across  the  Indian  trail,  1  had 
to  stoop  and  pick  up  one  leg  and  get  it  over, 
and  then  the  other.  After  walking  an  hour 
or  two  I  got  limbei'ed  up  a  little.  About 
noon  I  arrived  at  a  place  called  Winoshick, 
a  trading  post  kept  by  a  Frenchman,  about 
seven  miles  from  the  Indian  camp  where  I 
staid  all  night;  being  very  tired,  I  concluded 
not  to  go  any  farther  that  day.  After  drink- 
iiig  about  a  pint  of  hot  water,  whisky  and 
common  brown  sugar  to  sweeten  it,  and  eat- 
ing a  hearty  dinner,  I  felt  very  much  revived. 
A  Frencliman  was  there  with  a  large  pack, 
and  was  about  ready  to  start  for  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  go  on  with 
him  that  afternoon.  I  said  to  him  that  I 
would  not  be  able  to  keep  up  with  him,  and 
he  said  he  would  travel  slowly.  So  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  make  the  effort  and  started  witii 
him.  Some  of  the  time  I  was  in  sight  of 
him  and  some  of  the  time  not,  for  he  was  a 
pretty  good  trav-eler. 

We  put  up  at  a  deserted  cabin  that  night, 
and  before  I  went  to  sleep  I  took  off  all  my 
clothes  and  went  out  and  rolled  in  the  snow, 
and  rubbed  myself  with  it.  I  had  heaid  that 
that  was  ijood  for  a  man  who  was  as  stiH"  and 


tired  as  I  was,  and  it  worked  very  well  in  my 
case.  I  rested  very  well  that  night,  and  felt 
(j^uito  fresh  the  ne.xt  morning,  and  after  we 
ate  our  breakfast,  such  as  we  had,  we  started 
on  our  journey.  About  ten  miles  above 
Prairie  du  Chien  I  found  Alexis  Baylie,  with 
a  tlat-boat  load  of  goods  frozen  up  in  the  ice. 
I  had  known  him  tlie  summer  previous,  and 
staid  with  him  the  balance  of  that  day  and 
night,  going  on  to  Prairie  du  Chien  the  next 
day,  where  I  remained  about  a  week,  waiting 
for  the  ice  to  l)ecome  strong  so  I  could  return 
with  loads  of  goods  on  the  ice.  After  dis- 
bursing what  little  money  I  had,  I  hired  six 
or  eight  Frenchmen  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
with  their  teams — (jne- horse  teams — and 
loaded  tlietn  up  with  goods  and  provisions, 
and  drove  up  on  the  ice  to  the  island  opposite 
to  Prairie  La  Crosse,  taking  three  days  to 
make  the  trip.  The  first  night  out  I  slept 
in  the  snow.  It  was  the  lii'st  experience  of 
the  kind,  and  I  enjoyed  it  first-rate.  When 
I  got  back  we  had  quite  a  little  experience 
with  the  Indians.  One  Sunday  morning,  just 
as  we  were  finishing  breakfast,  two  Indians 
came  in  and  we  asked  them  to  sit  down  and 
eat  breakfast,  which  they  did.  They  then 
went  away.  Being  Sunday  morning,  I 
thought  I  would  look  over  my  school-books 
a  little,  and  I  took  from  my  trunk  the  "Life 
of  Washington,''  in  Frencli,  and  was  sitting 
straddle  of  a  four-legged  bench,  my  liack 
against  the  log  wall,  reading  the  book.  In 
aliout  half  an  hour  one  of  the  Imlians  re- 
turned; he  asked  for  a  number  of  little 
things,  which  we  gave  him,  but  finally  re- 
fused to  give  him  any  more.  Then  he  went 
away  and  came  back  with  a  gun.  I  saw  that 
his  gun  was  loaded,  and  he  let  me  take  it, 
and  I  went  out  and  fired  it  at  random  across 
the  river  and  returned  the  gun  to  him.  He 
went  out  and  reloaded  his  gun,  and  com- 
menced to  act  in    a   threatening    manner.      I 
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got  up  and  took  hold  of  the  gnu  and  passed 
the  muzzle  past  my  side,  and,  it  being  an  old- 
fasliioned  flint-lock  shotgun,  opened  the  pan 
and  turned  the  gun  over  and  knocked  the 
priming  out.  About  that  time  a  squaw  came 
to  get  him  to  go  away,  and  I  went  out  with 
them,  keeping  the  muzzle  past  my  side,  he 
having  hold  of  the  gun  too,  until  we  got 
about  100  feet  from  the  door.  1  then  let  go 
and  started  for  the  house,  and  just  before  I 
got  to  the  house  looked  i-ound  and  saw  him 
aiming  the  gun  at  me.  The  gun  snapped,  as 
the  priming  had  been  knocked  out;  I  sprang 
into  the  house  in  haste,  closed  the  door,  and 
above  the  door  was  a  half-window.  I  rolled 
a  barrel  up,  looked  out  of  the  window,  and 
saw  the  Indian  reprime  the  gun  and  tire  it; 
but  it  simply  threw  the  ball  out.  I  watched 
him  and  saw  him  reload  with  a  bullet.  I 
then  said  to  Mr.  Weld  that  we  were  going  to 
have  trouble  and  to  load  up  some  guns;  and 
he  replied  that  he  would  make  a  noise  and 
that  would  be  sufficient.  "No,"  1  told  him, — 
that  the  Indian  had  loaded  up  his  gun  and 
that  we  must  defend  ourselves,  and  to  load 
up  some  guns.  So  we  went  to  work  and 
each  loaded  up  a  gun.  About  that  time  the 
Indian  came  to  the  door,  and  in  a  word  or 
two  of  English  said,  "Me  got  no  gun."  To 
satisfy  myself,  I  got  up  on  tlie  barrel  and 
looked  out  of  the  window;  he  had  got  away 
about  twenty-tive  or  tifty  feet,  turned  and  saw 
me  at  the  window,  and  quick  as  a  flash  leveled 
his  gun  at  me  and  tired  before  1  had  time  to 
get  down,  the  ball  passing  through  the  win- 
dow. I  got  down,  rcilled  the  barrel  away, 
opened  the  door,  and  Mr.  Weld  rushed  out 
and  fired  at  an  Indian  who  had  got  behind  a 
big  oak  tree.  I  attempted  to  tire  at  another 
Indian,  who  was  running  away,  his  blanket 
flying  almost  straight  liehind  him,  but  my 
gun  snapped  and  did  not  go  off.  We  both 
retreated  to  the  house  and  commenced  barri- 


cading the  door  with  barrels  of  flour  and 
beans,  and  loaded  up  several  guns,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  a  good  tight,  should 
they  attempt  to  break  in. 

There  was  quite  a  large  camp  of  Indians 
on  the  island,  some  tifteen  or  twenty  camps, 
and  when  they  heard  the  tiring  they  ruslied 
out  and  joined  with  the  one  who  had  com- 
menced the  I'ow.  While  we  were  loading  up 
oui'  guns  and  getting  ready  for  a  battle  or  to 
protect  ourselves,  a  bullet  came  through  the 
door,  passed  close  by  my  head  and  through  a 
tin  kettle  which  was  hanging  on  a  nail  in 
the  shelf.  AVe  then  saw  the  danger  we  were 
in  by  standing  up  in  range  of  the  door,  and 
took  a  position,  one  on  each  side  of  the  door, 
with  our  loaded  guns  and  a.xes,  calculating  to 
give  the  Indians  the  best  we  had  if  they  at- 
tempted to  force  open  the  door.  The  Indians 
continued  to  fire  through  the  door  and  win- 
dows for  about  half  an  hour.  The  door  was 
completely  riddled  witii  bullet  holes.  Soon 
after  the  Indians  ceased  tiring,  a  rap  at  the 
door  was  heard,  and  I  asked  who  was  there, 
white  man  or  Indian.  The  reply  was,  "Part 
white."'  I  rolled  the  Ijarrels  away,  opened  the 
door  and  let  him  in,  and,  lo  and  Ijeholdl  it 
was  Ale.\is  Baylie,  a  mixed  blood,  whose 
boat-load  of  goods  was  frozen  in  about  ten 
miles  al)Ove  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  with  whom 
I  had  staid  over  night  on  my  way  to  Prairie 
du  Chien.  He  had  been  up  the  river  with 
two  or  three  loads  of  goods,  and  was  on  his 
return  when  he  heard  the  tiring,  while  yet 
some  distance  from  the  island.  When  the 
Indians  saw  him  coming  they  stopped  tiring; 
the  Indians  all  knew  Mr.  Baylie,  and  they  all 
flopped  around  the  trading  post.  I  asked 
Mr.  Baylie  to  ask  the  Indians  why  they  had 
made  the  attack  on  us.  They  told  him  that 
we  had  commenced  firing  first.  Baylie  went 
on  to  a  trader's  cabin  furtlier  down  the  river, 
lie  saw  the  Indian  who  had  commenced   the 
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trouble  going  ahead  of  him  down  to  this 
cabin.  The  Indian,  when  he  saw  him,  turned 
out  of  the  trail  and  let  him  go  by.  After  he 
had  passed,  the  Indian  fired  at  him,  and 
Baylie  heard  the  bullet  whistle  past  his  head. 

When  he  got  down  to  the  trader's  cabin 
the  Indian  soon  came  in.  He  asked  the  In- 
dian why  he  had  tired  at  him,  and  the  Indian 
said  that  lie  had  tired  at  a  lump  of  ice  along- 
side of  the  track;  Mr.  Baylie  told  him  to 
leave  and  not  come  in  the  trading  house 
while  he  was  there;  and  he  did  so.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  perhaps  this  trader  did  not 
like  the  idea  of  having  us  so  close  to  his 
business,  and  tried  to  make  trouble  for  us 
with  the  Indians. 

We  told  tlie  Indians  that  if  this  Indian 
ever  came  back  we  were  going  to  kill  him. 
This  trouble  hurt  our  trade  t'cir  a  fe\v  days. 
One  day,  after  quite  a  while,  this  same  Indian 
came  into  the  cabin  with  several  others  one 
evening.  I  went  and  told  Mr.  Weld  that 
this  Indian  was  there,  and  asked  him  what 
we  had  better  do  about  it.  We  made  up  our 
minds  that  we  had  better  not  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  him,  and  pretend  not  to  recognize 
him.  He  staid  around  there  some  time.  He 
always  was  an  ugly  Indian  and  inclined  to 
make  trouble.  I  have  often  thought  since 
that  if  we  had  shot  any  of  the  Indians 
both  of  us  would  have  been  killed,  as  there 
were  two  or  three  hundred  Indians  ai-ound 
there;  but  I  didn't  think  of  that  at  all  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement.  The  gun  which  I 
had  was  a  very  loucr-barreled  gun:  the  gun 
must  have  been  six  feet  long! 

After  the  excitement  was  over  I  found  that 
1  had  loaded  the  gun  nearly  to  the  muzzle! 
Every  time  I  heard  a  shot  I  must  have  put 
in  a  loail.  I  was  afraid  to  shoot  the  gun  off, 
and  I  couldn't  get  any  of  the  Indians  to  shoot 
it  off,  so  I  took  the  barrel  from  the  stuck 
breecb-pin,  put  it  against  an  oak  stump,  and 


tired  it  olf  with  a  slow  match.  I  expected 
that  it  would  blow  the  gun  to  pieces,  but  it 
(lit!  not. 

There  was  another  instance  that  I  recollect. 
I  was  sitting  on  the  counter  in  the  store  when 
an  Indian  came  in  and  sat  down  on  the 
counter  beside  me.  He  put  his  left  arm 
around  me  and  pulled  out  his  knife  with  his 
right  hand  and  diew  l.iack  to  stab  me.  I 
sliook  his  arm  olf  and  threw  him  off  the 
counter.  Then  I  jumped  behind  the  counter 
and  put  my  hand  under  it  as  if  I  had  a  pistol. 
He  thought  I  had  and  ran  away.  I  never 
knew  what  was  the  cause  of  iiis  wanting  to 
kill  me.  He  acted  as  if  he  was  in  earnest, 
and  I  think  lie  was. 

We  had  about  one  hundred  cords  of 
white-ash  wood  cut  during  the  winter,  and 
I  banked  it  with  a  hand  sled  and  sold  it  to 
the  steamboats  in  the  spring  for  $1.25  per 
cord.  We  got  out  logs  to  build  a  cabin  on 
the  main  land  at  Prairie  La  Crosse,  and  put 
one  end  on  a  hand-sled  and  hauled  tlieni 
across  the  river  on  the  ice.  H.  J.  B.  Miller 
(or  Scoots  Miller,  as  he  was  generally  called] 
on  his  i-eturn  from  his  Turkey  river  trading 
exj)edition,  came  up  to  the  foot  of  Coon 
slougii  and  established  a  trading  post.  II. 
L.  Dowsman,  of  I'raii'ie  du  Cliien,  in  charge 
of  the  American  Fur  Company's  business, 
liired  Mr.  Miller  to  haul  some  Indian  pro- 
visions from  Prairie  du  Chien  u]i  to  lilack 
river,  where  Onalaska  is  now  situated,  to  be 
distributed  to  the  Indians.  On  his  return  I 
hired  him  to  haul  my  logs,  that  we  had 
hauled  across  the  Mississippi  river  on  a  hand- 
sled  and  left  on  the  shore,  up  to  the  prairie 
where  I  wanted  to  build,  and  he  remained 
one  or  two  days  to  assist  in  erecting  the 
cabin.  It  consisted  of  hewn  logs,  about 
16  X  20  feet  in  size,  with  a  crutci  in  the 
ground  at  each  end  and  a  ridge-pole  across 
from  one  to  the  other,  to  support    the   board 
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roof.  The  logs  were  put  up  by  being  notched 
down  at  the  corners,  chinked  and  luudded  up 
after  the  weather  became  wanner.  The  roof 
was  made  mostly  with  lioards  running  up 
from  the  top  log  to  the  ridge-pole  in  the 
center,  and  nailed  to  the  ridge-pole  and  logs. 
1  recollect  vividly  the  first  night  I  slept  in 
the  new  cabin,,  which  was  the  first  one  built 
where  now  stands  the  flourishing  and  second 
city  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  The  cabin 
was  built  near  the  south  side  of  State  on 
Front  street.  AVe  were  anxious  to  get  the 
roof  on  so  we  could  sleep  under  cover  that 
night,  and  worked  until  after  dark.  We  had 
a  sheet-iron  stove,  with  no  oven,  a  liole  on 
top  to  put  on  a  frying-pan,  or  to  let  a  pot  or 
kettle  haiio;  down  in  it  when  cooking.  The 
stove  was  jmt  up  and  a  hole  cut  in  the  roof 
for  the  pipe  to  go  through  We  C(^oked  our 
supper,  and  afterward  prepared  for  bed.  Our 
bed  consisted  of  a  straw  tick,  filled  with 
swamp-grass,  and  blankets,  and  was  spread 
down  on  the  ground  alongside  the  sheet- 
iron  stove.  The  weather  was  cold,  and  that 
night  a  northwest  blizzaixl  sprang  up  which 
thoroughly  tested  our  cabin.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  ridge-})ole  tiie  bnards  extended 
two  or  three  feet  abi.ive  the  ridge-pole,  and 
they  wer?  not  then  nailed  down  on  top.  I 
lay  in  bed  listening  to  the  wind,  and  feeling 
it  sensibly,  too,  and  occasionally  the  part  of 
the  roof  which  extended  above  the  ridge-pole 
■would  rise  up  two  or  tliree  inches  and  fall 
back  on  the  pole  again.  Tlie  wind  kept  on 
rising  until  finally  a  gust  of  wind  came, 
stronger  than  any  id'  tiie  others,  and  otf  went 
the  roof  with  it.  it  left  the  little  stove  stick- 
ing up  about  six  feet  high.  I  got  uj)  and 
pulled  the  pipe  apart  and  set  tiie  stove  down 
on  the  ground,  and  lay  down  again,  but 
there  was  no  more  sleep  fi>i-  me  that  nicrht, 
as  the  wind  liowle<i  and  the  snow  was  tiyino- 
in   all  .directions,   and    when    niornin<i-   came 


about  six  inches  of  snow  were  in  the  cabin, 
and  we  were  nearly  frozen.  We  giit  up, 
cleared  out  the  snow,  picked  up  the  scattered 
boards  and  put  tlie  roof  on  again,  and  nailed 
it  down.  It  was  the  bluest  morning  1  ever 
experienced;  1  was  sick,  and  homesick,  too, 
and  it  was  the  only  time  I  wished  myself 
back  home  in  the  East. 

When  the  weather  got  warmer  we  built  a 
shed  addition  on  the  east  end,  covered  with 
split  puncheons  and  covered  with  dirt,  which 
was  shelved  and  a  counter  put  across,  and  a 
space  left  between  the  counter  and  the  end 
of  t!ie  main  Imilding  for  the  Indians  to  stand 
while  trading.  They  had  to  come  in  through 
the  main  buiMing  to  get  to  the  store  part. 
We  made  three  double  sleeping-bunks  or 
berths,  one  over  the  other,  in  the  front  cabin 
l)y  putting  up  poles  and  cross-pieces  and 
boards  across,  put  our  straw  ticks  '  and  blan- 
kets on  them.  We  were  then  in  clover.  The 
trade  had  been  good  while  on  the  island,  and 
continued  good  during  the  spring.  Prairie 
La  Crosse  was  a  central  point  for  the  Indians. 
A  number  of  small  rivers  emptied  into  the 
ilississippi  river  within  a  radius  of  tifteen  or 
twenty  miles.  Black  river,  Trempealeau 
river.  La  Crosse,  Root,  Coon  and  Bad  Axe 
rivers,  where  the  Indians  used  to  hunt  and 
trap,  and  Prairie  La  Crosse  was  tlieir  most 
central  point  to  trade  after  a  trading  post 
was  established  there. 

Some  time  in  March,  ilr.  Weld,  my  partner, 
imagined  he  could  do  better  farther  up  the 
river,  and  became  dissatisfied  and  wanted  to 
draw  out;  so  I  purchased  his  interest  and  he 
went  up  tt)  Fort  Snelling  on  the  first  steam 
boat  and  was  hired  as  superintendent  of  the 
Indian  farm.  In  the  summei;of  18-42  I  went 
up  to  Fort  Snelling  on  the  steamboat  "Rock 
Eiver,"  and  saw  him  there,  and  we  went 
from  Fort  Snelling  on  horseback  to  see  the 
Frills    of    St.    Anthony,    where    the    city    of 
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Minneapolis  is  now  located,  with  a  population 
of  170,000.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a 
soul  living  there  on  either  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  There  was  a  small  corn-mill 
there,  erected  by  the  Government  to  grind 
feed  for  the  animals  at  the  fort  when  wanted. 

In  April  I  loaded  my  furs  on  the  Govern- 
ment keel-hoat,  which  General  Brooks  had 
so  kindly  loaned  me,  and  started  down  the 
river  to  Prairie  du  Chien  to  sell  my  furs  and 
purchase  goods,  and  to  return  the  keel-hoat. 
On  ray  way  down,  and  below  Coon  slough,  I 
overtook  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  in  a  large  canoe 
loaded  with  furs,  on  his  way  to  Prairie  du 
Ghien.  I  took  his  wli<.)le  outfit  on  board  of 
the  boat,  and  we  went  on  down  to  Prairie  du 
Chien  togetlier.  We  sold  our  furs  to  the 
American  Fur  Company,  at  fair  prices.  1 
had  formed  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  Mr. 
Miller,  and  desired  to  have  him  return  with 
me  to  Prairie  La  Crosse.  I  made  him  a 
proposition  in  wliicli  I  told  him  I  had  a  claim 
there,  a  cabin,  such  as  it  was,  and  a  few 
goods  on  hand,  and  if  he  would  return  and 
go  in  partnership  with  me,. I  would  give  him 
a  half  interest  in  all  I  had.  lie  asked  for 
time  to  consider,  and  to'hear  from  his  brother 
in  Illinois,  and  if  favorable  he  would  accept 
the  proposition.  In  a  few  days  he  received 
a  letter  which  was  favorable,  and  we  entered 
into  partnership  on  the  above  basis.  We 
jointly  purchased  goods,  and  loaded  up  his 
big  canoe,  which  carried  three  or  four  tons. 
In  our  stock  we  purchased  a  small  cast-iron 
cooking  stove,  which  was  a  big  improvement 
on  the  sheet-iron  one  I  had,  with  no  oven. 
We  paddled  and  poled  this  big  canoe,  loaded 
to  its  full  capacity,  to  La  Crosse  in  four  or 
five  days,  and  it  was   not    boys'   play,    either. 

We  unloaded  our  canoe  and  commenced 
trading  jointly,  both  feeling  satisfied  with 
the  arrangements  and  location.  Having  no 
horses  or  o.veii  to  do  work   with,    Mr.   Miller 


soon  left  for  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  returned 
in  two  or  thi'ee  weeks  with  five  yoke  of  o.\en. 
During  Mr.  Miller's  absence,  I  spaded  up 
about  two  acres  of  land  for  a  garden,  and 
planted  it.  It  embraced  parts  of  blocks  7 
and  19.  With  the  oxen  we  plowed  and  en- 
larged the  garden  patch,  and  plowed  a  fur- 
row around  our  claim,  which  was  the  original 
plat  of  La  Crosse,  containing  nearlj'  100 
acres.  We  then  plowed  around  a  claim  made 
out  at  the  bluffs,  now  knowti  as  the  Miller 
farm,  and  also  a  claim  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  prairie.  After  this  work  was  completed, 
Mr.  Miller  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien  with 
the  oxen,  and  jait  them  on  the  road  hauling 
Government  freight  out  to  Fort  At('liis(.)n 
and  Turkey  River  Agency.  When  through 
hauling  freight,  he  returned  to  La  Crosse 
with  the  outfit.  In  the  early  summer  men 
Were  sent  up  Black  river  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  hewn  pine  logs  for  a  new  house, 
which  were  rafted  and  floated  down  to  La 
Crosse,  and  a  house  20  x  3<_l  was  erected, 
one  and  one-half  stories  high,  chinked  and 
pointed  up  with  lime  mortar,  inside  and  out- 
side, lathed  and  plastered  and  weather-boarded 
outside,  with  a  shingle  roof  and  brick  chim- 
ney. We  purchased  bricks  in  Galena,  which 
were  brought  up  on  a  steaiiiltoat,  and  1  built 
the  chimney,  which  was  the  tii'st  one  in  La 
Crosse,  and  the  only  mason-work  1  ever  did. 
The  chimney  remained  there  until  the  build- 
ing was  U)n\  down  in  the  "50s  or  '60s.  There 
was  a  cellar  under  the  house,  about  ten  feet 
square,  walleil  up  with  round  logs.  AVe 
looked  upon  this  house  as  the  best  one  at 
that  time  between  Prairie  du  Chien  and  St. 
Peter  or  Fort  Siielling.  While  constructing 
the  house  a  little  incident  hajjpened  which  I 
will  relate.  Cue  day  as  we  came  out  from 
ilinner  and  went  to  the  new  house,  we  saw  a 
large  snake  lying  on  the  door-sill  in  the  sun, 
sunning  itself.     On   seeing  us  appi-oaching. 
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it  crawled  iuto  the  house  and  out  of  sight. 
"We  went  back  to  tlie  cabin  and  remained 
awhile  to  see  if  the  snake  would  return;  after 
awhile  it  returned,  and  one  of  the  men,  with 
gun  in  hand,  went  out,  and  the  snake  again 
crawled  into  the  house;  the  man  followed 
and  fired  at  the  snake;  it  filled  the  room  so 
full  of  smoke  that  we  could  not  see  around 
for  two  or  three  minutes;  when  the  smoke 
cleared  off  no  snake  could  be  seen,  but  we 
saw  the  track  of  the  snake  in  tlie  sand  down 
in  the  cellar.  Tlie  floor  was  only  partly  laid 
below,  but  the  upper  floor  was  laid,  and  a 
short  ladder,  almost  perpendicular,  was  our 
only  means  of  getting  up  into  the  upper  part 
of  the  house.  I  had  some  boards  laid  from 
a  cross  tie  or  timber  in  the  center  of  the 
building  to  the  end  log,  on  which  I  had  ]ny 
bed,  and  slept  there.  I  recollect  having 
some  hesitancy  in  retiring  that  night,  as  I 
always  dream  of  snakes  after  killing  or  having 
an  encounter  with  one.  Well,  I  went  to  bed 
and  took  the  chances.  When  I  got  to  sleep 
I  began  to  dream  there  was  a  snake  in  the 
bed.  I  woke  up,  got  out  of  bed  and  felt  and 
looked  around  for  the  snake,  but  found  none, 
and  so  went  back  to  bed.  This  was  repeated 
during  the  night  two  or  three  times.  In  the 
morning  I  got  up  and  went  out  to  the  cabin 
to  get  lireakfast,  and  after  breakfast  one  of 
the  men  said  he  would  like  to  have  a  smoke. 
I  told  him  to  go  up  in  the  new  house  and  in 
back  of  my  bed,  in  the  corner,  he  would  find 
an  Indian  tomahawk  and  some  stone  pipes. 
He  went  up  and  was  reacliing  over,  and  had 
just  taken  hold  of  a  tomahawk  pipe  when  he 
discovered  a  snake  on  the  top  log  behind  tlie 
bed.  It  drew  liack  its  head  and  liissed  at 
him;  he  jumped  back,  threw  the  pipe,  hit- 
ting the  snake,  cutting  it  partly  in  two,  and 
then  -'hollered"  to  me  to  hand  him  uji  a  gun, 
which  I  did;  he  shot  the  snake  and  threw  it 
out  of  the  window.     The  snake  was  between 


five  and  six  feet  long,  and  supposed  to  be  a 
house-snake.  I  never  could  understand  how 
the  snake  was  able  to  come  up  from  the  cel- 
lar and  into  the  attic,  and  get  around  behind 
my  bed,  there  being  no  stairway,  only  a  very 
steep  ladder.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but 
that  the  snake  was  there  when  I  was  dream- 
ing of  it. 

During  the  summer  an  Indian  challenged 
me  to  run  a  foot-race.  It  happened  that 
there  was  no  one  around  there  but  the  Indian 
and  myself.  Of  course  he  had  no  money, 
and  we  put  up  a  lot  of  silver  ear-bobs,  about 
^5  worth.  We  put  them  on  a  stake,  about 
100  yards  off,  and  the  first  one  there  was  to 
take  them.  It  so  happened  that  I  won  the 
race,  though  I  think  he  would  have  beaten 
me  if  we  had  run  a  few  yards  farther,  as  he 
was  gaining  on  me  when  the  race  ended.  I 
afterward  learned  that  he  was  the  fastest 
runner  and  the  best  hunter  in  the  Winnebago 
nation.  After  that  a  number  of  other  Indians 
challenged  me  to  run.  They  thought  I  must 
be  a  good  runner  because  I  had  beaten  this 
man,  but  I  had  made  my  reputation  as  a  fast 
runner  and  I  refused  to  hazard  it  again. 

In  the  summer  of  that  year,  1842,  I  went 
down  to  Prairie  du  Cliien  and  hired  Ira 
Brunson,  who  was  a  surveyor,  to  come  up 
and  survey  out  a  town  site  at  Prairie  La 
Crosse.  His  survey  embraced  the  land  that 
is  now  in  the  original  plat  of  La  Crosse;  a 
plat  was  made  of  it,  but  not  recorded,  as  the 
land  had  not  been  surveyed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  we  had  no  title  to  the  same.  The 
buildings  which  were  erected  from  that  year 
to  1850  or  1851  were  located  on  lots  and 
blocks  as  designated  by  that  plat. 

In  1842  the  steamboat  "Rock  River," 
commanded  by  Count  Uerasta,  was  the  first 
steamboat  that  made  regular  trips  from  Ga- 
lena to  Fort  Sneliing,  once  in  two  weeks. 
Before    that   time   there    were   two  or   three 
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boats,  each  of  which  luade  a  trip,  loaded  with 
supplies  for  Fort  Snelling.  the  American  Fur 
Company  at  St.  Peter,  as  it  was  then  called, 
and  now  Mendota,  and  for  the  St.  Croix 
Falls  Lumber  Company. 

In  August  of  that  year  I  made  a  trip  on 
the  steamboat  "Rock  River"'  to  where  St. 
Paul  now  is,  and  to  Fort  Snelling;  and 
there  were  then  only  about  half  a  dozen 
houses  there.  The  main  settlement  was  at 
Fig's  Eye,  about  one  mile  below  St.  Paul, 
containing  twenty  or  thirty  log  houses,  and 
occupied  mostly  by  French  and  half-breeds. 
A  few  days  before  making  this  trip,  the 
Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians  had  a  severe 
battle  on  the  St.  Croix  river,  and  many  were 
killed  on  both  sides,  and  the  Sioux  Indians 
at  Crow's  village  and  at  Kapozie  were  painted 
in  Idack,  mourning  for  their  lost  friends  in 
battle,  and  dancing  around  the  scalps  taken 
frona  their  enemies.  The  sight  was  some- 
thing new  to  me,  and  their  whooping  and 
dancing  was  hideous  in  the  extreme.  At 
thau  time  there  were  only  a  few  landings  be- 
tween La  Crosse  and  Foi-t  Snelling — Reed's 
Landing,  twenty  miles  above;  Home's  Land- 
ing; Pratt's,  where  Wabashaw  now  is,  at  the 
Indian  village;  Mission  and  Indian  farm,  now 
Red  "Wing,  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  river; 
Pig's  Eye,  St.  Paul  landing  and  Fort 
Snelling. 

Colonel  Mills  came  up  from  Duhuque  to 
La  Crosse,  and  liked  the  location  very  much, 
and  I  told  him  that  I  would  give  him  a  con 
tract  to  deed  him  a  lot,  when  the  title  was 
obtained  from  the  Government,  if  he  would 
build  a  house.  He  accepted  the  offer,  and 
selected  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Front 
streets,  where  now  stands  the  International 
Hotel.  The  house  was  built  of  hewn  pine 
logs,  one  and  one-half  stories  high,  shingled 
roof.  Colonel  Mills  lived  in  it  aliout  a  yeai- 
and  then  sold  the  house  and  contract   for  the 


deed  to  Jacob  Spaulding,  of  Black  River 
P'alls,  and  I'eturiied  to  Dubuque.  Mr.  Kounts 
and  Scott  came  up,  I  think,  from  Potosi, 
Wisconsin,  and  made  a  claim  adjoining  ours 
to  the  south,  embracing  what  is  now  known 
as  Dunn,  Dowsman  &  Cameron's  addition. 
They  went  away  and  left  the  claim. 

William  Bunnell  camo  up  that  year  and 
located  at  Mountain  de  Trempealeau,  about 
twenty-eight  miles  up  the  Mississippi  river. 
Peter  Cameron  came  in  the  fall,  and  seeing 
the  claim  made  by  Kounts  and  Scott  appar- 
ently abandoned,  took  possession  and  built  a 
log  house  and  stable,  and  commenced  trading 
with  the  Indians. 

I  recollect  an  incident  that  happened  in 
the  winter  of  1842-'43.  Wats  Ilatakaw  or 
Blind  Decorah,  the  head  chief  of  the  Winne- 
bago nation,  had  a  son  who  was  a  great 
hunter.  He  was  out  hunting  deer  on  Root 
river,  and  had  wounded  one  and  was  follow- 
ing him,  and  had  thrown  his  blanket  away  so 
as  not  to  be  encumbered.  The  deer  crossed 
Root  river,  and  the  Indian  after  him.  He 
broke  throucfh  the  ice.  but  succeeded  in  ofet- 
ting  out,  and  being  without  a  blanket  was 
frozen  to  death!  He  was  found  wdiere  he  had 
apparently  walked  around  a  tree  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  warmed  up  and  keeping  from 
freezing,  but  was  c  impelled  to  succumi)  to 
the  severe  cold.  He  was  found  partially  in 
a  sitting  position,  frozen  stiff.  The  remains 
were  carried  to  my  house,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  old  chief  I  had  a  coffin  made  to  bury 
him  ill,  which  was  nearly  square,  as  he  had 
frozen  in  a  sitting  position.  A  large  ninnber 
of  Indians  came  *o  attend  the  Indian  liurial 
services,  as  the  Indian  had  many  friends. 
Some  of  his  friends  claimed  that  his  blanket 
had  been  stolen,  or  taken  from  hira,  and  that 
was  the  cause  of  his  freezing  to  death.  They, 
in  consequence  of  this  difference  of  opinion, 
got  up  (juite  a  fight   among   themselves,  an 
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in  the  course  of  tlie  row  the  coffin  was  broken 
open  and  the  corpse  was  thrown  out  on  the 
floor.  1  finally  succeeded  in  getting  them 
quieted  down,  and  laid  the  corpse  back  into 
the  box  or  coflin,  and  nailed  it  up  again.  At 
the  request  of  the  chief,  I  ha<l  a  grare  dug 
between  State  and  Main  on  Front  street,  on 
quite  a  high  place  near  the  river,  and  buried 
him  in  it,  put  up  a  picket  fence  around  the 
grave  and  erected  a  cross  and  painted  it  white. 
When  the  chief  anti  his  family  would  come 
there,  they  would  ]iut  tin  paus  filled  with 
food,  tea  and  coflFee  on  the  head  of  the  grave 
for  him  to  feed  on,  on  his  way  to  the  happy 
hunting  grounds.  The  grave  remained  there 
until  the  street  was  graded  in  1851  or  1852. 

r  have  heard  it  claimed  that  La  Crosse  de- 
rived its  name  from  that  cross,  which  was 
put  up  at  this  Indian  grave.  At  one  time 
we  had  quite  a  lengthy  controversy  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  name,  in  which  I  maintained 
the  theory  that  it  was  given  to  the  ])lace  be- 
cause the  Indians  used  to  assemble  there  to 
play  la  crosse,  a  game  of  ball,  and  after  much 
argument  and  discussion  it  was  decided  that 
my  version  was  correct. 

In  the  winter  of  1842  and  1843  Peter 
Cameron  and  myself  made  a  trip  jointly  with 
goods  up  the  river  on  the  ice  to  Fort  Snelling 
with  three  or  four  teams.  We  had  to  make 
a  portage  neai-  the  mouth  of  theZunbro  river, 
below  Lake  Pepin,  to  above  what  is  now 
known  as  Reed's  Landing.  The  portage 
alongside  of  the  foot  of  Lake  Pepin  was  a 
difficult  and  daugerous  one  along  the  hillside, 
there  being  some  danger  of  sliding  <lo\vn  into 
the  lake,  and  we  let  our  teams  down  with  the 
aid  of  a  rope  tied  to  the  sleds  and  around  a 
tree;  crossed  Lake  Pepin,  and  went  on  to 
where  Red  Wing  now  is,  and  camped  with  a 
missionary.  The  next  day  we  went  up  to  the 
mouth  of  St.  Croix  river,  now  Prescott,  and 
from  tiiere  to  Pig's  -Eye,  St.   Paul   and    Fort 


Snelling.  At  Red  Wing,  Count  Herasta, 
Captain  of  the  steamboat  Rock  River,  over- 
took us  and  went  up  in  company  with  us. 
His  boat  was  frozen  the  fall  before  just  below 
St.  Paul,  and  he  was  on  his  way  up  to  look 
after  his  Ijoat  when  the  river  opened,  and  to 
take  her  down  the  river.  We  sold  out  our 
stock  of  goods  and  had  quite  a  lot  of  furs  in 
a  few  days,  and  shortly  after  started  on  our 
return  trip.  The  second  night  we  got  to  Mr. 
Weld's  jilace,  near  the  head  of  Lake  Pepin; 
we  sold  him  one  of  our  horses,  and  took  our 
pay  in  furs,  which  made  the  loads  pretty 
heavy  for  the  other  horses,  having  to  haul  an 
extra  sleigli.  The  distance  from  Mr.  Weld's 
place  to  the  foot  of  Lake  Pepin,  where 
Wabashaw  now  is,  is  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles, 
and  we  had  the  hardest  trip  I  ever  experi- 
enced for  so  short  a  distance.  The  snow  was 
deep  on  the  ice,  and  a  crust  o\'er  the  snow 
which  would  bear  a  man  for  a  few  steps  and 
then  he  would  go  down  throujrh  the  snow 
two  or  three  feet.  The  distance  being  short, 
we  did  not  take  any  food  for  ourselves  or 
horses,  expecting  to  get  through  in  good 
season.  We  soon  became  tired,  and  our 
horses  also;  we  tried  to  cut  a  hole  through 
the  ice  for  water,  also  to  cut  stejis  ilown  in 
the  ice  with  a  long-handled  ax,  and  had  to 
give  it  up.  AVe  trieil  it  at  several  places 
during  the  (lay,  with  the  same  result.  Some 
time  after  dark,  oui'  horses  as  well  as  our- 
selves being  nearly  exhausted,  we  stopped, 
and  Mr.  Caiueron  suggested  that  we  camp 
on  the  ice,  and  one  of  us  go  on  to  Mr.  Cratt's, 
who  was  the  Government  l)lacksmith  for  the 
Indians,  and  get  something  to  eat,  and  i-eturii 
with  food  for  our  horses.  I  said  to  him,  we 
had  better  not  separate:  if  we  cam])ed,  to 
cam])  together.  After  being  rested  awhile 
and  talking  the  matter  over,  we  ci;)ncluded  to 
go  on.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  we 
succeeded  in  getting  through  to  C'ratt's  place. 


BWaUAPniCAL  HISTORY 


wliere  we  fared  siiinptuously.  I  never  was 
so  glad  to  get  to  a  place  as  I  was  that  nigjit. 
The  next  morning  we  resumed  our  juurnej, 
and  got  to  La  Crosse  in  three  or  four  ilays, 
arriving  there  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1843. 
On  the  4:th  we  started  on  the  ice  for  Prairie 
dn  Chien,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
more  goods;  and  after  we  got  down  four  or 
five  miles  I  became  snow-blind,  which  was 
very  painful,  and  returned  home,  but  the 
teams  were  sent  down  and  returned  with 
loads  of  goods  on  tlie  ice.  That  winter  was 
the  coldest  I  have  ever  ex]ierienced  in  this 
country;  the  ice  did  not  go  out  of  Lake 
Pepin  until  the  first  days  of  May.  I  think 
it  was  in  the  winter  of  1843-'M,  Mr.  Philip 
Jacobs  had  a  trading  cabin  up  Black  liiver 
Lake,  near  where  Onalaska  is  now  situated. 
One  day  the  Indians  came  into  his  cabin  and 
scared  him  or  drove  him  out;  he  came  down 
to  my  place  and  told  his  story,  and  wanted 
some  assistance.  I  returned  with  him  on 
foot  on  the  ice;  when  we  arrived  at  his  cabin 
we  found  it  in  pos.^^ession  of  a  big  strapping 
Indian,  who  was  deaf  and  dumb;  nothing 
had  been  taken  oi-  disturbed.  The  Indian 
finally  made  us  understand  that  he  would  go 
to  the  Indian  camps  which  were  on  the 
islands  above,  and  get  some  Indians  and  re- 
turn and  take  possession  of  the  cabin  or  burn 
it.  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  we  would 
defend  it;  he  went  away;  I  remained  there 
all  night,  ami  no  Indians  came.  The  next 
morning  I  returned  home.  In  this  way  we 
would  expose  ourselves  sometimes  in  protect- 
ing each  other,  even  though  we  were  trading 
in  opposition  to  each  other. 

In  1843  Dr.  Snaugh,  or  "Dutcii  Doctor" 
as  we  called  him,  came  up  and  built  near  Jay 
street  and  traded  with  the  Indians.  Asa 
White  came  and  worked  for  Mr.  Cameron 
that  fall  and  winter,  and  boarded  witli  us 
part  of  the  time.      Mr.  White  made   a   chiim 


adjoining  Mr.  Cameron's  on  the  sDuth,  now 
known  as  Straddars  &  Levy's  additidu,  Imill 
a  house  and  traded  with  the  Indians,  and  had 
a  small  piece  of  land  under  cultivation.  This 
year  we  broke  up  some  land  back  near  the 
bluffs,  where  the  Miller  fai'm  now  is,  and 
also  down  near  the  south  end  of  the  prairie, 
and  got  out  rails  fi'om  the  ishindsand  bottom 
lands  to  fence  the  hind;  coi'n,  barley  and 
wheat  were  planted,  which  was  the  first  farm- 
ing done  in  what  is  now  La  ('rosse  county. 
Two  oi-  three  years  after,  when  a  mill  was 
l)uilt  at  I'rairie  du  Chien,  the  only  means  of 
getting  wheat  manufactured  into  lluur  was 
by  taking  it  to  Prairie  da  Chien  on  the  ice, 
and  I  remember  hauling  it  there  and  return- 
ing with  Hour,  ninety  miies  o\'er  the  ice. 
Dr.  Snaugh,  or  '-Dutch  Doc,''  made  a  claim 
on  what  is  now  known  as  the  State  lioad 
Cooley,  and  farineil  it  some,  and  yeai-s  after- 
ward solil  the  land  to  J.  C.  Ramsey,  of  St. 
Paul. 

In  1843  I  made  a  visit  home,  to  fulfill  a 
promise  I  had  made  some  three  years  before, 
and  to  purchase  goods  in  New  York.  I  went 
by  steamer  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to  Caii'o 
and  up  the  Ohio  river  to  Pittsburg,  and  took 
the  stage  at  the  Monongahela  Hotel  and 
traveled  over  the  Alleghany  mountains  to 
Cumberland,  and  thence  by  rail  to  Baltimore, 
and  l.iy  rail  and  steamboat  to  New  Yorkcitv, 
up  the  IIuds<.in  river  to  Albanv,  and  by  rail 
to  Saratoga  Springs,  where  I  stopped  for 
three  or  four  days,  not  feeling  very  well,  and 
liA'  steamer  from  Whitehall  to  Westport, 
my  former  home.  My  people  were  vci-\ 
glad  to  see  me,  as  well  as  I  was  them;  and  I 
recollect  that  ray  mother  ((toiI  bless  her 
memory!)  asked  me  if  Iliad  come  home  to 
remain,  and  I  replied  that  I  was  glad  to  come 
and  see  thetn,  but  would  not  remain  if  the 
whole  of  Essex  county  was  given  to  me.  In 
a  few  days  I  was  taken  sick,  and  wascontined 
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to  my  bed  for  three  weeks  or  more.  Soon 
after  I  recovered  I  went  to  Xew  York  to  pur- 
chase some  goods  for  the  Indian  trade.  My 
father,  and  two  or  three  of  his  business 
friends,  accompanied  me.  he  having  some 
business  there,  wanting  to  form  a  company 
to  put  an  opposition  steamer  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  to  see  what  kind  of  goods  I  pur- 
chased for  the  Indian  trade.  We  went  by 
steamboat  to  Whitehall,  packet  boat  on  canal 
and  steamboat  to  New  York,  and  we  stopped 
at  the  Lovejoy  House,  across  from  the  park 
and  opposite  the  Astor  House,  J\Ir.  Lovejoy 
having  once  kept  a  hotel  or  store  in  Westport, 
but  was  burned  out  and  moved  to  New  York. 
The  next  day  I  hunted  up  stores  that  kept 
Indian  goods,  and  found  only  two  of  them. 
Grant  &  Barton  and  Syrdam,  Doramus  & 
Nixon. 

At  this  place  something  occurred  which 
might  be  of  interest  to  the  reader.  While 
selecting  goods  (my  father  was  with  me)  I 
saw  a  piece  of  light-colored  fancy  silk,  which 
I  thought  would  make  a  nice  wedding-dress, 
and  expecting  it  to  be  put  to  use  very  soon 
told  the  clerk  to  cnt  me  off  a  pattern,  which 
he  did,  and  that  I  wislied  to  pay  for  it  and 
not  have  it  put  on  the  bill  witli  tlie  other 
goods,  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  for  the 
money  to  pay  for  it,  and  to  my  great  aston- 
islnnent  there  was  no  money  or  pocket-book 
there.  I  then  remembered  that  I  had  put 
my  money  under  my  pillow  tlie  night  before 
and  had  left  it  there.  I  told  my  father  about 
it  and  asked  him  to  go  with  mo  to  the  hotel, 
he  being  acquainted  with  the  landlord,  to 
see  if  we  could  find  the  money.  lie  said 
there  was  not  one  chance  in  100  that  I 
would  find  it.  However,  we  went  up  to  the 
hotel,  and  direct  to  our  room.  As  we  en- 
tered the  room  the  chambermaid  came  out; 
father  stood  at  the  door  while  I  went  in  and 
examineil   the   roDUi;    the    chambermaid    re- 


mained in  the  hall  near  the  door  till  I  came 
out.  I  asked  her  if  she  found  some  money 
under  the  pillow,  and  she  said  she  did,  and 
took  it  to  the  office  and  gave  it  to  the  clerk. 
I  hurried  to  the  office  and  asked  the  clerk  if 
anything  had  been  given  him  by  the  chamber- 
maid from  such  a  room,  and  he  said  there 
had,  and  I  described  it  and  my  money  was 
returned.  No  one  can  imagine  the  relief  it 
gave  me  to  get  possession  of  it  again.  I 
went  upstairs  and  gave  the  maid  $5,  and 
have  always  been  sorry  that  I  did  not  give 
her  more,  as  she  deserved  it  for  her  honesty. 
We  went  back  to  the  store,  paid  for  the 
wedding  dress,  and  completed  my  purchases 
and  made  arrangements  for  future  purchases. 
Terms  were  one-fourth  cash,  and  the  balance 
in  six  and  eight  months'  time,  note  payable 
at  liank,  with  my  father's  endorsement.  The 
goods  were  shipped  to  Troy  and  stored  there 
until  I  went  West  in  October.  We  went  home 
and  on  the  17th  of  August  I  was  married  to 
Miss  Rebecca  E.  Ismon,  at  Charlotte,  Vermont. 
Soon  after  our  arrival  at  my  father's  house, 
he  gave  ns  a  second-day  wedding,  and  invited 
his  acquaintances  and  frietids  from  the  entire 
county.  He  was  so  well  known  and  had 
such  a  number  of  acquaintances  that  it  was 
the  largest  affair  of  the  kind  that  had  ever 
been  given  at  Westport.  About  the  last  of 
September  I  was  ready  to  start  on  my  return 
ti-ip  West.  My  money  had  given  out  and  1 
went  to  General  Hunter  and  borrowed  $500 
with  my  father's  endorsement.  Our  parents 
on  both  sides  had  given  us  some  household 
goods,  which  were  packed  in  boxes,  and  we 
took  them  along  with  us.  We  shipped  on  a 
fast  freight  boat,  which  was  towed  bj'  steamer 
to  Whitehall,  and  to  Troy  by  canal,  stopped 
and  took  on  board  the  goods  which  I  had 
purchased  in  New  York,  and  thence  to  Buffalo, 
arriving  there  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  We 
took     passage    on     a    steamer   for    Chiciigo, 
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with  our  goods  all  on  board,  arriving  in  ('hi- 
cacro  ill  due  time.  We  had  with  us  on  this 
trip  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Louisa 
Pearson,  who  wished  to  visit  some  friends  in 
Illinois.  I  told  her  that  I  would  pay  all  of 
her  e.xpenses  if  she  would  go  through  with 
us  and  spend  the  winter,  and  visit  her  friends 
in  the  spring.  This  she  did,  and  was  com- 
pany for  Mrs.  Myrick  the  first  winter  at  La 
Crosse.  There  were  no  railroaijs  at  that  time 
running  out  of  Chicago,  but  there  were 
stages  I'uiining  to  Galena,  where  we  wanted 
to  go:  but  I  wanted  to  make  sure  of  getting 
the  goods  across  to  Galena,  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  I  finally  hired  three  or  four  schooner 
wagons  and  loaded  them  up,  one  of  which  was 
loaded  lightly,  and  on  which  we  took  passage. 
The  roads  were  not  in  tlie  best  of  order,  and 
our  progress  was  pretty  slow,  and  when  we 
got  to  Rockford  we  abandoned  the  wagon 
and  took  the  stage  for  Galena.  In-  three  or 
fonr  days  the  teams  got  through  with  our 
goods.  Our  trip  was  a  slow  one,  but  on  the 
whole  pleasant,  ajid  we  enjoyed  ourselves 
very  well.  We  had  to  remain  in  Galena 
eight  days  waiting  for  a  steamboat  to  go  to 
La  Crosse,  and  finally  arrived  there  with  our 
goods,  being  almost  four  weeks  making  the 
journey.  We  were  made  welcome  on  onr 
arrival  by  the  few  who  were  there,  and  the 
women  were  almost  a  curiosity',  and  they  were 
the  first  white  women  who  settled  in  the 
emliryo  now  flourishing  city  of  La  Crosse. 
The  news  went  far  and  near  amony  the 
Indians  that  the  tall  trader,  "Wonk-se-reck," 
as  that  was  my  name  among  the  Indians,  had 
returned  with  two  wliite  women,  one  his 
wife,  and  they  came  flocking  in  to  greet  us, 
and  see  the  curiosities,  "white  women.'" 

We  passed  the  winter  quite  com- 
fortably in  our  liouse,  although  somewhat 
crovvded  for  room,  one  end  of  the  building 
being  occupied  as  a  store.      In  the  spring  we 
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built  on  an  addition  or  "L"  pai't,  12x10, 
making  a  kitchen,  bedroom  and  pantry, 
which  gave  us  (■(jnsiderable  iimre  room.  We 
also  built  (in  the  north  end  of  the  house  an 
addition,  with  a  stone  chimncv  and  fireplace, 
called  the  "Indian  room."  where  they  could 
coi  k  their  food  and  sleep,  when  coming  in 
from  their  hunts.  We  0])ened  our  new  stock 
of  goods,  and  whan  the  Indians  returned 
from  the  payment  of  their  annuities  at  Tui-- 
key  river  we  had  a  good  trade.  Just  befori' 
the  river  closed  with  ice,  we  sent  what  fall 
furs  we  had  taken  in  to  the  American  Fur 
Company  at  I'l-airie  du  Chien,  ami  in  Decem- 
ber I  made  my  second  trip  to  J'rairie  du 
Chien  on  the  Indian  trail  under  the  bluff's, 
but  on  horseback  this  time,  as  we  were  now 
the  owners  of  two  or  three  horses.  My  ol)ject 
in  going  was  t<i  provide  for  the  payment  of 
my  note  given  in  Xew  York.  I  had  almost 
81,000  in  silver  in  sadille-bags  on  the  hoi'se 
under  me,  which  matle  a  pretty  good  load  for 
the  horse  I  was  riding.  iSothing  occun-ed 
of  any  consequence  until  I  came  to  the  creek 
about  ten  miles  north  of  Pi'airie  ilu  C'hien,  a 
little  after  dark.  The  weather  was  cold;  in 
crossing  the  creek  the  saddle-girth  broke, 
and  let  my  saddle,  money  and  myself  into 
the  creelv.  I  tisheil  around  and  got  the 
money  and  saddle  out  on  the  otiier  side,  put 
the  saddle  on  the  hoi'se  and  saddle-bags  across, 
and  walked  the  balance  of  the  way  into  town, 
my  clothes  being  frozen  stiff.  I  e;ot  in  aliout 
eight  o'clock,  tired,  wet  and  hungry.  The 
next  day  I  went  on  to  the  American  Fur 
C'ompatiy's  store,  in  charge  of  11.  L.  Dows- 
man.  I  sold  the  furs  which  were  sent  down 
to  him  from  La  Crosse,  and  gave  him  the 
money  I  had,  and  he  sent  to  St.  Louis  and 
ordered  a  draft  sent  to  my  father  of  the 
amount  sufficient  to  taki'  up  my  notes  that 
my  father  had  endorsed.  There  wi're  no 
steamboats  runninij;  at  that  time,  and  no  rail- 
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road,  and  mails  were  carried  by  stages,  and  it 
took  nearly  six  weeks  to  get  the  draft  around 
where  I  wanted  it.  This  was  the  only  way 
that  I  conld  remit  at  that  time,  there  btjing 
no  lianks  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  This  was  the 
first  remittance  made  for  goods  purchased 
for  La  Crosse.  On  my  return  trip  to  La 
Crosse  I  went  part  of  the  way  on  the  ice;  I 
recollect  following  up  a  trail  on  a  slough, 
which  ended  in  a  round  pocket  about  fifteen 
or  Iwenty  feet  across  it,  and  when  reaching 
it  my  horse  broke  through  the  ice  and  I  had 
all  J  could  do  to  keep  from  being  pawed 
under.  I  finally  succeeded  in  getting  out, 
and  also  the  horse.  It  was  only  a  few  rods 
to  the  main  channel  of  the  river,  which  was 
frozen,  and  I  got  my  horse  upon  it,  and 
walked  about  three  miles  after  dark  without 
a  road  or  track  to  a  house  near  the  foot  of 
Coon  slough.  My  clothes  were  soon  frozen. 
I  met  there  General  Stewart,  paymaster  of 
the  army,  who  was  returning  from  Fort 
Snelling,  where  he  had  been  to  pay  the  troops. 
The  next  day  I  arrived  at  La  Crosse,  and  glad 
to  get  home. 

We  had  men  cutting  steamlioat  wood  on 
the  liottoin  and  islands  about  two  miles  above 
La  Crosse,  the  most  of  which  I  hauled  with 
one  horse,  crossing  at  the  footof  I^lack  River 
Lake,  and  coining  down  the  slough  and  over 
La  Crosse  river,  and  banked  it  on  the  steam- 
boat landing,  which  met  with  ready  sale  to 
steamltoats  the  next  summer.  The  summer 
while  I  was  East,  Miller  built  an  old  fashioned 
barn,  30  x  40  feet,  about  where  the  Cameron 
Llouse  now  stands,  and  also  a  warehouse,  sit- 
uated on  the  corner  of  Front  and  State  streets, 
where  the  IJelhiew  House  now  is,  and  a 
blacksmith  shop  on  I'^-ont,  between  State  and 
Main  streets.  These  were  about  all  the  im- 
provements made  in  1S43. 

In  1842  or  1843,  (piite  a  colony  of  Mor- 
mons   came    up    from    Xauvoo,  in  charge  of 


Miller  and  AVicrht,  who  rented  Mr.  Spaulding's 
sawmill  at  Black  River  Falls  to  get  out  lum- 
ber to  use  at  Nauvoo.  They  got  short  of  pro- 
visions and  goods,  and  we  furnished  them 
with  what  they  wanted  during  the  winter, 
and  took  our  pay  in  sawed  lumber,  to  be  de- 
livered at  La  Crosse  in  the  spring.  The 
lumber  was  delivered  as  per  agreement,  all 
rafted.  Jacob  Spaulding  got  a  raft  of  lum- 
ber out  at  the  same  time,  and  we  coupled  our 
rafts  together  and  ran  it  to  St.  Louis,  which 
was  the  first  I'aft  of  lumber  ever  I'un  from  La 
Crosse  or  Black  river  to  St.  Louis.  The 
river  was  high  and  we  made  a  very  quick 
trip,  tying  up  to  the  shore  only  three  or  four 
times  all  the  way  down  to  St.  Louis.  We 
had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  landing  our 
rafts  below  the  steamboats  where  we  wanted 
to  haul  the  lumber  out,  the  water  being  so 
high  and  current  so  swift.  We  however  suc- 
ceeded, Iftiuled  onr  lumber  out,  and  by  the 
time  we  got  the  last  lumber  out  the  first 
taken  out  was  afloat,  the  river  rising  so 
fast.  We  went  to  work  and  put  the  lumber 
on  higher  ground,  handling  it  all  over  twice, 
and  then  it  had  to  be  moved  the  third  time, 
and  could  not  be  sold  as  long  as  the  river 
was  rising  so  fast.  I  went  up  into  the  city 
and  rented  two  lots,  and  got  teams  and  hauled 
all  the  lumber  upon  them,  and  then  began 
to  sell  the  lumber.  Mr.  Spaulding  was  taken 
sick,  and  I  attended  to  selling  his  lumber 
also.  I  worked  in  the  water  up  to  my  waist 
nearly  two  weeks.  It  was  said  that  the  river 
had  never  been  so  high  before  or  since.  It 
is  known  as  the  high  water  of  1844.  After 
our  lumber  was  sold  and  supplies  and  goods 
purchased,  we  chartered  the  steamboat  Potosi 
to  bring  (jur  supplies  and  men  to  La  Crosse, 
and  she  returned  from  there.  The  Mormons 
who  were  located  at  Clack  River  Falls  rafted 
up  their  lumber  and  went  to  Xauvoo  in  the 
summer.      In  October   of    that    year  quite  a 
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colony  of  Mormoiiscame  up  from  Nauvoo  and 
landed  at  La  Crosse,  and  camped  there  several 
days,  and  finally  settled  in  what  is  now 
called  Mormon  Cooley,  some  four  or  five 
miles  south  of  La  Crosse.  They  built  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  lo^  houses  and  made  themselves 
quite  comfortable.  NYe  hired  (piite  a  number 
of  the  men,  some  cuttiiicr  cordwood  and  get- 
ting  out  rails  on  the  islands,  and  .-^ome  of 
them  were  sent  up  the  Black  river  to  make 
shingles.  The  pay  was  drawn  by  the  elders 
in  p-ovisions  to  support  the  families  in  the 
settlement.  Just  as  the  river  opened  in  the 
spring,  the  men  all  came  down  fi'om  Black 
river,  and  the  men  stopped  cutting  cordwood, 
and  they  had  just  at  that  time  completed  a 
flat  or  wood-boat  for  us.  In  the  meantime 
they  had  built  some  flat-boats  down  on  the 
sluugh  hear  the  settlement.  News  got  out 
that  they  were  all  going  to  leave.  I  went 
down  to  the  settlement  to  see  the  etders  and 
adjust  matters.  They  came  up  to  the  store 
and  I  got  a  settlement  by  taking  some  oxen 
and  horses  for  the  amount  they  owed  us. 
That  night  they  set  fire  to  most  of  their 
houses  and  embarked  in  their  flat-boats,  and 
left  by  the  light  of  their  burning  houses  for 
Xauvoo. 

Jacob  Spaulding  went  to  Black  River 
Falls  in  1839  and  built  a  sawmill,  in  partner- 
ship witli  Andrew  Wood,  I  think,  of  Quiiicy, 
Illinois.  Horatio  Curts,  from  Nauvoo,  came 
up  in  1S41,  and  went  up  Black  river.  Jona- 
than Nichols  and  family,  James  O'Neil,  H. 
McCollotn  and  some  others  went  up  Black 
river  in  1842.  John  Morrison,  William  and 
John  Levis,  Andrew  Shepard,  Vallantine 
Thomas  and  William  Douglas  arrived  and 
went  up  Black  river  in  184:3,  and  etigaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  In  1844  Thomas  and 
Peter  Hall  arrived,  also  AVilliam  Pauley  and 
Andrew  Ferguson;  tbey  all  went  up  Black 
river.     In  the  spring  of  1844  Miss   Pearson 


went  to  Illinois  to  see  her  friemls.  ami  in  the 
fall  ^fr.  ]\Iiller,  my  partner,  went  down  -awI 
married  her,  and  i-eturiied  to  La  Crosse.  We 
put  up  another  addition  to  our  Ikjusc — a 
bedroom- -for  their  aceonniio(l;ition. 

Lafayette  Bunnell  arrived  in  1843  or  "44, 
and  made  a  claim  adjoining  Asa  White  on 
the  south,  and  ma<le  a  field  and  put  in  crops, 
whieh  claim  I  afterwards  purchased  of  him. 
Dr.  Bunnell  and  family,  consisting  of  wife 
and  two  daughters,  one  a  widow  lady  and  the 
other  single,  and  a  young  son,  arrived  from 
Detroit,  Michigan.  Mr.  Bunnell  was  the  first 
physician  who  settled  in  La  Crosse.  Shortly 
after  their  arrival  the  eldest  daughter  told  me 
that  we  would  have  a  railroad  at  La  Crosse, 
either  from  Milwaukee  or  Green  Bay.  .She 
was  the  first  person  that  I  ever  heard  sjieak- 
ing  of  a  railroad  coming  to  La  Crosse.  Her 
prophecy  more  than  came  to  pass,  for  La 
Crosse  has  a  railroad  both  from  Milwaukee 
and  Green  Bay.  If  I  remember  correctlj-, 
the  family  all  died  at  La  Crosse,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Lafayette,  who  now  lives  at  Homer, 
Minnesota,  and  is  known  as  Dr.  I'unnell. 
Newell  Houghton  came  to  La  Crosse  tliis 
year  and  made  his  headquarters  at  Asa 
White's;  he  was  a  great  hunter,  and  was 
killed  at  New  Ulni,  Minnesota,  while  defend- 
ing the  city  iluring  the  time  of  the  tfreat 
massacre  by  the  Sioux  Indians  in  18G2. 

Jolm  and  Charles  Naigleeame  to  La  Crosse 
this  year,  and  worked  tlir  us,  getting  out 
rails  and  coi'd  wood  more  or  less  for  two 
years.  They  made  a  claim  south  of  the  State 
Road  Cooley,  and  made  a  farm,  and  I  think 
it  has  been  occupied  l)y  some  member  of  the 
family  ever  since.  The  Naigles  used  to  cut 
oak  logs  on  top  of  the  bluffs,  roll  them  down 
and  split  them  up  into  rails,  which  were  used 
to  fence  in  theii-  land  and  mine  at  the  sriuth 
eml  of  the  prairie. 

In  1844  or  "45   a  Swiss  or    French   colony 
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caine  over  from  the  old  coniitry  and  landed 
at  La  Crosse,  camping  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
river  below  Pearl  street  for  some  time.  It 
was  quite  a  sickly  season,  and  some  of  them 
(lied;  one  or  two  families  settled  under  the 
bluffs  and  the  others  left,  some  going  up  the 
river  to  the  St.  Croix  country,  and  others  re 
turned  South  or  East.  If  I  remember  cor- 
rectly, Charles  Naigle  married  the  widow 
of  one  of  the  Swiss  families  wlio  had  settled 
under  the  bluffs. 

In  1843  I  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
under  President  Tyler's  administration,  and 
it  was  at  mv  suggestion  to  the  Postmaster- 
General  that  the  "Prairie"'  be  left  off  and  the 
office  be  called  La  Crosse,  which  was  adopted. 
1  resigned  the  office  in  1845  or  '46  in  favor 
of,  and  recommended,  the  late  Major  E.  A.  C. 
Hatch,  who  was  clerking  for  me,  and  he  was 
appointed;  when  he  left  La  Crosse,  in  1848, 
he  resigned  in  favor  of  II.  J.  B.  "Miller,  who 
lield  the  office  until  Ilcnry  Ilubbel  was  aji- 
jiointed  in  1851  or  '52.  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly. In  1841,  and  for  some  prior  years, 
and  fur  several  years  after,  the  mail  was  car- 
rieil  to  Fort  Snelling  once  in  two  weeks, — in 
the  summer  in  a  canoe,  and  in  the  winter  by 
dog-train,  and  occasionally  by  a  one-horse 
train.  The  man  leaving  with  the  mail  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  would  take  it  as  far  as  Lake 
Pei)in,  and  another  tnail-carrier  would  meet 
him  and  exchange  mail,  and  both  woulil  re- 
turn to  their  starting-jilace. 

In  those  years  the  jmstage  on  letters  was 
6;^,  12i,  18|  and  25  cents,  arconling  to  dis- 
tance, and  letters  coiUd  be  sent  without  pre- 
paying the  postage,  and  jmstmasters  couid 
receive  and  send  their  mail  tree  a>  part  con- 
sideration for  their  services.  While  I  was 
performing  the  duties  of  the  office,  my  free 
postage  was  wurth  more  to  me  than  my  com- 
missions, as  the  most  of  my  letters  were 
25-cent  letter  postage.     The  work  of  the  post- 


office  was  much  more  laborious  and  compli- 
cated than  it  is  now;  then  we  had  to  mark 
the  postage  on  each  letter  according  to  dis- 
tance, enter  every  letter  on  a  way-liill,  with 
the  amount  of  postage  paid  and  unpaid  footed 
up  in  columns,  and  a  way-bill  on  every  pack- 
age, and  a  record  of  every  way-bill  had  to  be 
kept  in  a  book  made  for  that  purjiose,  and  to 
make  quarterly  returns  from.  From  La 
Crosse,  packages  going  East  had  to  be  sent  to 
Chicatro,  to  the  distributing  office,  and  those 
South  to  St.  Louis.  Now  a  postage  stamp 
must  be  put  on  every  letter  l)efore  putting  it 
in  the  office,  the  letters  counted  and  the  date 
stamped  on  tliem,  and  can  then  be  put  into 
the  mail-bag  and  sent  otf. 

As  I  said  before,  the  steamboat  Rock  River 
was  the  first  steamboat  that  commenced  run- 
ning regularly  from  Galena  in  1842,  and  was 
the  only  regular  boat  for  that  year,  although 
there  were  three  or  four  transient  ones  on 
Government  Vmsiness.  In  1843  the  steam- 
lioat  Otter  was  put  in  the  trade  from  Galena 
to  Fort  Snelling,  commanded  l>y  Scribe  Har- 
ris. In  1844  the  Argo  was  put  in  the  same 
ti-ade,  under  Captain  Sedgwick,  and  Captain 
Blakely  was  clerk,  and  in  later  years  became 
captain  and  commanded  some  of  the  best 
boats  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  river. 

In  1845  II.  L.  Dowsman  had  a  boat  built 
and  named  it  the  Lynx,  and  I  think  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hooper,  who  was  once  a 
member  cf  the  firm  of  Hooper,  Peck  & 
Scales,  of  Galena,  and  also  clerk  of  the  steam- 
boat Otter.  Mr.  Hooper  afterwards  started 
for  California,  in  1848  or  "49.  during  the  gold 
excitement;  he  got  as  far  as  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  he  remained  and  joined  the  Mormons; 
he  became  a  prominent  banker,  and  was 
afterwards  elected  delegate  to  C^ongress.  I 
have  met  him  since  several  times  in  Wash- 
ington. 

The  boat  met   with   a   serious   accident   on 
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tla-  return  of  the  tirst  trip.  The  ni;j;ht  was 
vei-y  dark,  ami  while  passing  Wahashaw  vil- 
lage, now  called  Winona,  the  pilot  saw  an 
opening  uji  the  valley  near  the  lower  end  of 
tlie  prairie,  and,  taking  it  for  the  river,  steered 
the  boat  for  the  opening  and  ran  with  full 
speed  on  the  lower  point  of  tlie  prairie,  with 
bnt  little  water  on  it;  she  ran  clear  out  of 
the  water  nearly  to  her  'midships,  and  they 
had  to  take  everything  off  the  boat;  a  low- 
river  boat  came  up  and  tried  nearly  a  whole 
day  to  pull  her  off,  but  had  to  give  it  up. 
They  still  continued  to  lighten  the  boat. 
Finally  another  boat  more  powerful  tli;m  tlie 
other  came  along  and  hitched  on  to  her,  and 
succeeded  in  pulling  the  boat  off;  she  was 
detained  there  over  a  week  before  she  was 
liberated.  Afterward  the  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
Senator  and  the  Yankee  Nominee,  occasional 
transient  boats,  would  make  trips  from  Pitts- 
burg or  St.  Louis.  The  names  of  those 
transient  steamboats  were:  Amai-anth,  Ohio, 
General  Brooks,  Highland  Mary,  and  some 
others,  whose  names  I  do  not  now  remember. 
In  the  spring  of  1844,  after  selling  our 
furs  to  II.  L.  Dowsman,  he  said  he  would 
like  to  furnish  us  goods,  as  Mr.  Labath, 
whom  he  had  supplied  with  goods  and  traded 
about  four  miles  below  La  Crosse,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Root  river, and  whose  contract  of 
five  years  had  expired,  and  said  Mr.  Labath 
told  him  that  he  did  not  want  to  trade 
there  any  longer,  as  that  tall  trader  could 
sell  goods  cheaper  than  he  could.  I  replied 
that  I  had  made  satisfactory  arrangements 
for  goods  in  New  York.  Mr.  Dowsman  said 
to  me  that  I  could  look  at  their  invoices, 
and  he  would  furnish  imported  or  sterling 
goods  at  seventy-two  per  cent,  from  original 
cost  or  invoice  price.  New  York  goods  at 
thirty  per  cent.,  and  St.  Louis  goods  at  fifteen 
per  cent.,  and  could  return  all  goods  unsold, 
and    would   furnish   us   money   whenever  W(i 


,  wanted  it,  and  would  not  sell  goods  to  any 
I  one  else  near  by.  After  thinking  the  matter 
all  over  we  concluded  it  was  liest  to  acccjit 
the  jii'oposition,  and  ilid  so.  We  got  oiir 
sterling  Indian  goods  mostly  impoi'ted  of  ilr. 
Dowsman,  so  li.>ng  as  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
^Vniericau  Fur  Oompany,  and  when  he  sold 
out  in  ls46  to  11.  M.  Rice  and  Gokie  F.ris- 
liois,  puri'hased  goods  from  them  under  the 
same  arrangements  until  1S4S,  when  the 
Inilians  were  removed  to  Long  Prairie,  Min- 
nesota, and  the  American  Fur  Establishment 
was  abandoned  at  Prairie  du  (!hien. 

In  the  year  lS4o-'4()  U.  L.  Dowsman  and 
a  man  living  out  in  the  country  some  ten 
miles,  whose  name  I  cannot  recall  to  memory, 
and  myself  were  nominated  for  County  ('om- 
missioners  for  Crawford  county  on  one  ticket, 
and  three  others  on  an  opposition  ticket;  our 
ticket  was  elected,  and  1  served  as  one  of  the 
County  Commissioners  until  I  went  to  Min- 
nesota in  1848.  I  had  to  go  to  Prairie  du 
Chien  whenever  the  County  Commissioners 
met.  Crawford  county  was  then  a  very  large 
county;  it  ci.numenced  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Wisconsin  river  and  ran  up  North  and  in- 
cluded all  the  country  through  to  Lake 
Superior,  and,  if  I  remember  correctly,  sev- 
eral counties  have  been  organized  out  of  it 
since  and  are  well  populated.  The  Govern- 
ment surveyed  the  lands  in  1845  or  184G. 
but  they  were  not  put  in  the  market  until 
January,  1848.  1  supposed  that  we  had  the 
right  to  pre-empt  the  lands,  but  we  had  not 
complied  with  the  pre-emption  laws,  which  I 
think  were  passed  in  1841;  consequently  we 
had  to  take  our  chances  in  bidding  in  our 
land.  When  the  land  was  adverti  ed  for 
sale  on  the  17th  of  January,  1848,  at  Mineral 
Point,  Wisconsin,  Peter  Cameron,  Asa  White, 
Dr.  Snaugh,  J.  M.  Levy  and  myself  went 
there  to  secure  title  to  our  lands.  Xot  know  • 
ing  what  might  happen,  I  tlunight  it  best   to 
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go  prepared  to  pi-otect  myself,  in  case  there 
were  bidders  t.n  the  huid.  I  took  with  me 
about  all  the  money  we  hail,  which  amounted 
to  8'i'OO  or  8800;  on  my  way  stopped  at 
Prairie  du  Chien  to  see  H.  L.  Dowj^man,  and 
from  him  received  a  letter  of  introduction 
and  also  of  credit  to  Mr.  Parish,  the  Receiver 
of  the  Land  OtKce.  in  which  he  requested 
him  to  accept  my  bid  for  any  amount  that  I 
saw  tit  to  bid  on  the  land,  and  that  he  would 
be  responsible  in  case  there  was  any  compe- 
tition, which  Mr.  Parish  consented  to  do. 
The  sale  was  adjourned  one  day  to  give  us 
time  to  fix  up  some  little  matters  between  us. 
The  sale  came  off  the  next  day;  we  had  no 
trouble,  as  there  was  no  one  who  dared  to  bid 
againstus;  so  wegotonrlandat  !?l-~5per  acre. 
1  secured  the  original  town- site  of  about  100 
acres,  eighty  or  100  acres  on  what  was  called 
the  Miller  farm,  160  acres  near  the  lower  end 
of  the  prairie,  and  seventy  acres  of  the  Ijuu- 
nell  claim,  what  is  now  Burns'  addition  to  La 
Crosse.  In  the  early  winter  the  late  Major 
Hatch,  who  first  talked  with  me  about  going 
"West  and  could  not  come  with  me  on  account 
of  his  mother's  sickness,  came  out  in  June, 
1843,  when  I  was  on  my  way  East,  and  came 
to  Prairie  du  Chien  anil  renuiined  thereuntil 
December  or  January,  and  then  came  to  La 
Crosse  and  clerked  for  me  until  1848,  when 
he  left  for  St.  Paul.  lie  was  a  courageous 
man,  and  was  not  afraid  of  man,  Indian  or 
the  devil.  1  will  here  relate  a  little  incitlent 
that  took  place.  Hatch  was  down  near  the 
river,  where  the  public  landing  now  is,  when 
an  Indian  crawled  up  behind  him  with  a  club 
in  hand  raiseil  to  strike  him.  Lafayette 
Bunnell,  who  was  standing  up  near  the  house, 
saw  the  action  of  the  Indian  and  "hollered''  to 
Hatch;  Hatch  turned  and  dodged  the  Indian's 
blow;  a  cluli  happened  to  be  near  by,  which 
he  picked  up  and  struck  the  Indian  on  the 
head,  and  the    Indian    was   taken   away   in   a 


canoe  by  his  friends  in  a  seriously  wounded 
condition.  In  the  afternoon  an  Indian  came 
down  from  the  camp,  where  North  La  Crosse 
is  now  situated,  and  told  Hatch  that  the 
Indian  would  die,  ;ind  advised  him  to  leave, 
as  the  Indian  had  many  friends  and  they 
would  certainly  kill  him.  I  advised  Hatch 
to  take  a  canoe  and  go  to  Prairie  du  Chien; 
after  we  all  got  through  talking  and  advising 
Mr.  Hatch,  he  told  the  Indian  to  go  back  to 
the  cauip  and  tell  the  Indians  that  he  intended 
to  kill  him,  and  that  if  he  lived  and  he  ever 
saw  him  again,  he  would  certainly  kill  him. 
AYell,  we  were  all  frightened,  fearing  the  re- 
sults. The  Indian  recovered,  and  was  always 
after  that  a  very  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Hatch. 
The  Indian  was  afterwards  shot  and  killed  at 
South  Ptapids,  Minnesota,  in  1849,  by  Calvin 
Potter,  which  caused  quite  an  excitement, 
and  the  troops  and  volunteers  went  up 
from  St.  Paul  to  quiet  the  disturljance. 
There  was  another  instance  where  Mr. 
Hatch  figured  with  the  Indians.  Mr. 
Pauley  was  running  a  shingle  camp  for  us 
up  on  Cunningham  creek,  and  he  came  down 
with  a  team  of  horses  to  get  some  supplies, 
and  while  coming  down  Black  River  Lake 
the  horses  broke  through  the  ice;  the  water 
was  not  very  deep,  but  they  perished  froui 
the  cold.  The  Indians  assisted  in  getting 
them  out  of  the  water  ou  to  the  ice.  The 
harness  and  sleigh  were  left  there,  and  Mr. 
Pauley  came  on  down  to  the  house  and  told 
us  of  it.  The  next  morning  we  sent  up  for 
the  harness  and  sleigh,  but  there  were  no 
horsts  or  harness  there.  The  Indians  had 
cut  the  horses  to  pieces  and  packed  them  off 
with  the  harness.  Their  camp  was  where 
Onalaska  now  is.  I  sent  Mr.  Hatch  up  with 
blankets  and  food,  and  told  him  not  to  i-eturn 
without  the  harness.  The  Indians  all  denied 
having  the  harness;  Mr.  Hatch  told  them 
that  the  '-tall  trader"  had  told  him  not  to  re- 
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turn  without  the  harness,  and  he  prepared  to 
camp  witli  thena.  After  being  there  a  day 
or  two,  or  more,  the  Indians  became  satis- 
tied  that  lie  meant  wliat  he  said  and  would 
execute  my  orders;  they  held  a  council,  and 
concluded  to  bring  in  the  harness.  It  was 
returned  in  pieces,  it  having  been  distributed 
in  several  camps.  Hatch  returned  with  the 
harness.  The  Indians  all  became  very  much 
attached  to  Mr.  Hatch,  as  lie  never  manifested 
any  fear,  and  was  always  truthful  with  them. 
At  another  time  when  Mr.  Hatch  was 
trading  for  us  at  Holm's  Landing,  now  Foun- 
tain City,  he  again  displayed  his  courage. 
He,  in  course  of  trade,  had  given  some  credits 
to  Indians;  he  went  out  to  the  Indian  camp 
one  day  with  a  horse  loaded  with  goods,  for 
the  purpose  of  trading  and  collecting  his 
credits  given  the  Indians.  He  unloaded  his 
horse  when  he  got  to  the  camp  and  entered 
it.  He  soon  asked  the  Indians  to  pay  their 
credits;  they  had  some  talk  among  them- 
selves, concluded  they  would  not  pay  them, 
and  so  informed  Mr.  Hatch.  He  very  coolly 
took  out  from  one  of  the  sacks  containing 
goods,  a  small  keg  of  powder  and  put  it  on 
the  fire,  and  then  sat  down.  The  Indians 
with  consternation  and  fright  immediately 
vacated  the  camp  and  left  Hatch  in  full  pos- 
session. As  soon  as  the  Indians  got  out  of 
the  camp  or  wigwam,  which  was  in  a  moment, 
Mr.  Hatch  kicked  tlie  keg  out  of  the  tire.  In 
about  an  hour  the  Indians  ventured  up  and 
peeked  into  the  wigwam,  and  saw  Hatch  sit- 
ting there  smoking  his  pipe.  They  counseled 
among  themselves,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  some  great  spirit  about 
the  man, — that  they  had  better  go  in  and  pay 
what  they  owed  him.  They  went  in  and 
opened  tlieir  sacks  of  furs,  paid  all  they  owed, 
and  sold  him  all  they  had  left.  In  this  and 
other  ways  Mr.  Hatch  gained  a  reputation 
with  the  Sioux  Indians  for  bravery  and   hon- 


esty that   continued    up    tu    the   time    of    his 
death. 

In  the  year  1845  J.  C.  Davis,  W.  T.  Price, 
William  Hibbs,  Henry  O'Neil.  O.  II.  Dibble, 
Win.  Gillirgen,  Calvin  Potter,  Win.  Iluraii, 
John  Perry,  Joel  Lemon,  Mr.  Stickney, 
Joseph  Clancy  and  others  arrived  and  went 
on  up  Black  river.  John  M.  Levy  came  up  and 
purchased  from  Jacob  Sjiaulding  the  build- 
ing put  up  by  Colonel  Mills,  on  the  corner 
of  Pearl  and  Front  streets.  Mr.  Levy  and 
Dr.  Snaugh  formed  a  co-partnership  and 
erected  a  two-stoiy  frame  l)uilding,  which 
was  the  first  frame  building  erected  in  La 
Crosse.  That  year,  or  the  next,  we  put  a  two 
story  front  with  a  ball  alley  running  back 
one  story,  on  the  lots  now  occupied  by  a 
brick  building,  near  the  cold-storage  provi- 
sion house  on  Front  street.  One  ball  was 
made  out  of  a  pine  knot,  which  was  used 
in  the  alley  until  a  full  set  c:ime  from  St. 
Louis.  In  after  j'ears  the  building  was 
turned  into  a  broom  factory  and  burned  down 
a  year  or  two  after.  In  the  winter  of  1844 
or  '45  Miller  went  up  to  Holmes'  Landing, 
now  Fountain  City,  and  traded  with  the 
Sioux  Indians,  and  returned  in  the  spring. 
Mr.  Hatch  took  his  place  and  traded  the  fol- 
lowing winter.  In  the  spring  the  house  was 
torn  down,  rafted  and  floated  to  La  Crosse, 
and  put  up  where  the  cold-storage  house 
now  stands,  and  was  used  in  connection  with 
another  building  as  a  trading  house  or  store, 
which  relieved  the  house  we  lived  in,  and 
gave  us  more  room,  and  we  were  not  annoyed 
with  the  Indians  so  much. 

Our  first  child  was  born  at  Prairie  du 
Chien  in  1844, -and  was  named  Andrew  Jack- 
son, and  died  at  La  Crosse  in  1845.  It  was 
the  first  white  child  which  died  in  La  Crosse; 
it  was  buried  on  the  old  burying-ground  on 
a  knoll  on  Third  street,  since  graded  down, 
where  Barclay's  plow  factor}'  is  now  located. 
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The  remains  were  removed  to  the  Oak  Grove 
Ceiuetery.  The  date  of  the  slab  or  tomb- 
stone is  tlie  oldest  in  the  cemetery.  In  1846 
Hon.  Daniel  Cameron,  brother  of  Peter  Cam- 
eron, and  Henry  Atkinson,  James  Day,  John 
Elder,  Mr.  JJrockwas,  Amos  Elliott,  Robert 
Garrett  and  sonie  others  arrived  and  went  up 
Black  river.  Fetlierline  and  wife  came  and 
remained  in  La  Crosse,  and  lived  near  Jay 
street.  When  O.  H.  Dibble  returned  from 
Black  river  in  1845,  he  reported  to  me  that 
he  had  found  a  good  mill-site  on  the  West 
Fork  of  Black  river,  about  a  mile  up,  and 
persuaded  us  to  go  in  partnership  and  put 
up  a  sawmill.  I  went  down  to  St.  Louis  and 
purcliased  the  machinery  and  iron  for  it,  and 
sent  men  and  supjilies  up,  and  Mi-.  Diblile 
went  up  in  cliari;e  ^^i  the  outfit.  A  double 
sash  sawmill  was  built,  and  got  to  runninjr 
in  the  summer  of  1840. 

Id  tlie  tall  of  1845  myself  ami  wife  went 
East,  and  spent  the  winter  with  our  friends; 
left  La  Crosse  on  steamboat  for  Galena,  and 
i'rom  there  on  stage  to  Chicago,  and  through 
Michigan  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  by 
steamer  to  Buffalo,  trom  Buffalo  by  canal, 
railroad  and  steamboat  to  AVestport,  New 
New  York.  Aftei'  spending  a  very  pleasant 
time  in  visiting  with  our  friends,  we  started 
on  our  return  t(_>  our  Western  home  in  March; 
traveled  by  stage  to  Troy,  New  York,  and  by 
steamer  down  the  Huds<in  river  to  New 
York  city,  from  tliei-e  by  rail  and  steamer  to 
Biiltimore,  ami  by  I'ail  from  theie  to  Cumber- 
land, where  we  took  the  stage  route  over  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  to  Bittsburg;  from 
there  by  steamboat  to  St.  Louis,  there  changed 
on  to  another  boat  for  Galena,  and  from  there 
to  La  Crosse,  arriving  some  time  in  April, 
aud  were  nearly  three  weeks  making  the  trip. 

While  absent,  the  erection  of  tlie  sawmill 
on  Black  river,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Dibble,    progressed    very    slowly,    and    soon 


after  my  return  I  went  up  to  the  mill  to  see 
how  they  were  getting  along,  as  there  was 
some  dissatisfaction  in  the  manner  iu  which 
the  work  was  being  done.  Mr.  Dibble  drew 
out  of  the  concern,  I  paid  him  for  his  ser- 
\'ices  and  he  left  tlie  country.  In  two  or 
three  months  the  mill  was  completed  and 
commenced  to  saw  lumber.  The  I'iver  being 
low.  no  lumber  was  run  out  that  season.  A 
stock  of  logs  was  cut  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mill,  hauled  and  rolled  upon  the  ice  in  the 
mill-pond,  and  some  on  the  bank.  In  the 
spring  the  mill  was  started  to  sawing;  about 
300  M.  feet  of  lumber  was  rafted,  but  there 
was  not  a  sufficient  rise  of  water  to  rini  it 
out  of  tfie  then  unimproved  river,  and  it  lay 
tied  up  to  the  bank  a  little  way  fielow  the 
mill.  Mr.  Miller  and  wife  were  living  there 
at  this  time,  and  had  charge  of  the  mill  and 
a  stock  of  goods.  In  the  latter  part  of  June 
I  went  up  to  the  mill  on  horseback  to  see  how 
things  were  getting  along;  I  found  the  lum- 
ber i-afted  as  above  stated,  and  between  300 
and  400  M.  feet  piled  up  fifteen  to  twenty 
feet  high  along  the  bank  of  the  i-iver,  and 
everything  was  going  on  satisfactorily.  After 
remaining  there  three  or  four  days,  I 
started  back  to  La  Crosse.  Tiie  ri\er  was 
very  low  at  that  time,  and  one  could,  in 
places  above  the  forks,  cross  the  river  by 
stepping  from  one  stone  to  anotlier.  The 
first  night  \  staid  at  Mr.  Nicholas'  mill,  sev- 
eral miles  below  the  fdls.  I  noticed  that 
evening  a  dark  cloud  up  the  river,  and  tliei'e 
was  a  light  rain  that  night  there.  The  next 
morning  was  clear  and  bright  and  I  resumed 
my  journey  home  to  La  Crosse,  and  arrived 
there  that  evening.  The  ne.xt  afternoon  a 
man  came  down  from  Black  River  Falls  on 
horseback,  and  reported  to  me  that  there  had 
been  a  very  heavy  freshet  and  carried  away 
nearly  everything  on  Black  river,  and  that 
he  was  sent  down  to  have  me  take    men    and 
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go  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  above  Black 
River  Lake  and  boom  the  river,  to  stop  tlie 
logs  and  lumber  from  running  into  the  lake. 
After  hearing  his  story  I  told  him  that  I  had 
just  come  down  from  up  the  river,  and  tiie 
river  was  very  low,  and  could  not  credit  his 
story,  and  did  not  for  some  time.  1  finally 
concluded  to  do  as  requested,  got  tools,  rope, 
etc.,  and  some  men;  paddled  up  in  a  canoe 
above  the  head  of  the  lake  into  the  river  a 
little  way,  and  found  to  my  satisfaction  that 
the  report  was  too  true,  as  the  river  had 
boomed  itself  with  logs,  lumber,  shingles 
and  mill  timber  for  a  distance  of  nearly 
eighteen  miles.  We  returned  to  La  Crosse, 
and  the  next  day  got  full  reports  of  the  dis- 
aster. It  was  reported  that  there  must  have 
been  a  cloud-burst  with  the  storm  on  the 
upper  river,  as  in  a  ','ery  few  hoars  there  was 
an  eighteen-foot  i-ise  on  the  swift  rapids 
where  our  mill  was  located,  and  much  hitdier 
in  iither  places.  There  was  not  a  boom  on 
the  river  that  withstood  the  rajfinfr  waters, 
not  a  mill  but  what  was  more  or  less  dam- 
aged. It  took  away  our  main  and  wing 
dams,  all  the  logs  and  lumber  rafted,  the 
lumber  that  was  piled  up  and  one  corner-post 
of  the  mill,  [t  was  said  that  those  high 
piles  of  Inmber  went  down  over  the  dam  and 
falls,  and  the  reaction  and  force  of  the  water 
then  and  there  tore  them  to  pieces.  Jac(.ib 
Spaulding's  mill  at  the  falls  was  taken  out, 
but  the  dam  stood  tlie  test.  Li  three  or  four 
days  there  were  about  lOU  men  at  work, 
breaking  the  jam,  and  each  owner  of  logs 
getting  them  out  and  separating  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  marks.  The  men  worked 
there  about  six  weeks,  myself  witii  them,  and 
all  of  us  slept  in  our  wet  clothes  nights. 
Every  Saturday  night  1  would  go  home  and 
return  Monday  morning.  Wlien  we  got 
through  Myrick  &  Miller  had  three  Missis- 
sippi   log-rafts,    and    Mr.    Spaulding    seven. 


Mr.  Spaulding  went  to  St.  Louis  and  hired 
about  lOU  men  to  cume  up  and  man  the  rafts 
to  run  them  down  the  river.  When  he  re- 
turned from  St.  Louis  with  the  men  the  river 
was  very  low,  and  there  was  no  cash  market 
for  the  lugs  above  the  rapids  and  as  1  did 
not  want  store  pay  for  the  logs,  concluded  to 
sell  our  logs,  and  did  sell  them  to  Mr. 
Spaulding  and  entei-ed  into  co-partnership 
with  him  to  rebuild  the  mill  at  Ijlack  liiver 
Falls,  and  turned  in  the  three  rafts  of  logs, 
cattle  and  horse  teams  we  had  up  IJlack  river 
as  part  payment.  Mr.  Spaulding  started 
down  the  river  with  his  ten  log-raftf.  The 
river  being  very  low  his  rafts  were  stranded 
on  the  sand-bars  at  divers  times  on  the  way 
down  the  river. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  (if  Octo- 
ber Mr.  Spaulding  returned  with  his  i-afting- 
tools  and  foreman,  and  about  twenty  bai'rels 
ot  provisions,  on  all  of  which  I  had  to  pay 
the  freight  and  passage.  I  asked  Mr.  Spauld- 
ing if  this  was  all  he  had  to  go  on  with  to 
rebuild  and  stock  the  mill,  and  he  said  it 
was:  said  he  had  bad  luck  in  getting  his  rafts 
down  the  I'iver,  and  was  taken  sick  himself, 
and  had  to  depend  on  others  to  attend  to  his 
business.  I  replied  it  looked  as  though  he  was 
"  broke,"  and  I  knew  I  was  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, and  that  I  thought  two  broken  concerns 
ciiuld  iKit  get  along  well  together,  and  asked 
what  he  wuuld  take  and  cancel  our  contract; 
he  said  $2-'30,  and  I  gave  him  credit  for  $250 
on  the  logs  and  tciok  his  note  for  the  balance. 
lldWever,  Mr.  Spaulding,  with  his  indomit- 
able pluck  and  courage,  went  on  and  erected 
a  mill  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  oi:  a 
more  extensive  scale  got  in  a  stock  iif  logs 
during  the  winter.  I  sold  the  remains  of 
our  mill  and  plant  to  Mr.  W.K.  Levis  and  re- 
tired from  the  lumber  business.  In  conse- 
(pience  of  working  in  the  water  so  long  dur- 
ing the  warm  weather,  rafting   out  logs  and 
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lumber,  many  of  tlie  men  were  taken  sick, 
some  of  whom  died.  1  was  also  taken  sick, 
with  the  typhus  fever.  A  steamboat  was  up 
the  river,  and  on  its  return  I  was  carried  on 
board  of  the  steamboat  by  H.  M.  Eice,  Cap- 
tain Harris  and  others,  and  taken  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  and  was  carried  off  the  boat  by  the 
same  men,  up  and  into  Mr.  John  Falsom's 
house,  wliich  stood  near  the  American  Fur 
Company's  store,  and  I  recollect  hearing 
one  of  the  men  remark:  -'When  he  comes 
out  of  here,  he  will  come  out  feet  fore- 
most." Mrs.  Myrick  accompanied  me,  and 
with  the  services  of  a  good  physician,  Dr. 
Day,  and  my  wife's  good  nursing.  I  came 
out  all  right  and  returned  to  La  Crosse. 

Desiring  to  know  how  we  stood  finan- 
cially, it  was  necessary  for  us  to  have  a  settle - 
njent  with  the  man  with  whom  we  had  been 
dealing  on  Black  river.  In  December  of 
that  year  Mr.  Miller  and  myself  started  up 
Black  river  on  foot,  for  the  purj)ose  of  hav- 
ing a  genei'al  settlement  with  everybody. 
I  packed  the  books  with  a  blanket  and  Miller 
had  the  bottle  of  whisky.  "When  we  got  to 
La  Crosse  river,  out  some  three  or  four  miles, 
we  found  it  not  frozen  over.  We  took  off 
our  boots  ami  pants  and  forded  the  river, 
dressed  and  took  a  drink  and  went  on,  and 
when  we  got  to  the  Half-way  creek  did  the 
same  thing.  Mr.  Miller  got  his  clothes  on 
sooner  than  I  did  and  started  on.  and  1  never 
saw  him  again  until  we  got  through  to  Mr. 
Douglas'  sawmill.  When  the  little  stimulant 
that  I  had  ilraid<  became  exhausted,  I  became 
weak  and  faint  and  could  not  walk  more  than 
a  mile  without  stopping  to  rest.  I  recollect 
that  I  felt  very  in<lignant  towards  Mr.  Miller 
because  he  went  off  with  the  bottle  of  whisky 
and  left  tne  alone,  and  when  I  got  through 
after  dark,  sc'me  two  hours  after  ^Ir.  Miller, 
I  gave  him  a  piece  of  my  mind;  he  laughed, 
thinking  it  a  very  good  joke   lie    had    played 


on  me.  We  went  and  made  settlements  as 
far  as  O'Xeil's  creek,  and  settled  with  all  par- 
ties and  took  their  notes;  on  our  return  we 
dissolved  partnership. 

In  October,  1847,  Mrs.  Myrick  and  myself 
went  down  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  where  soon 
after  a  pair  of  twins  were  born.  About  a 
month  after  I  pui'chased  a  pair  of  horses  and 
double  wagon  with  spring  seats,  and  got 
ready  tt)  start  home  overland  to  La  Crosse. 
W^e  secured  a  nurse-girl  to  go  with  us,  and 
fixed  (.)urselves  as  comfortable  as  we  could, 
and  started.  The  roads  were  not  in  good 
condition,  being  frozen  and  very  rough.  The 
first  or  second  night  a  snowstorm  came  on, 
and  when  we  got  up  iu  the  morning  found 
we  could  go  no  farther  with  the  wagon.  I 
succeeded  in  getting  a  two-horse  sleigh,  and 
started  on  our  journey.  The  day  was  bitter 
cold,  the  wind  blowing  from  the  northwest, 
and  we  had  to  face  it  nearly  all  the  time.  I 
was  afraid  we  would  freeze  before  we  could 
get  to  a  sheltered  place  where  we  could  stop 
and  build  a  fire  to  warm  ourselves  by.  There 
was  no  habitation  or  settlement  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  miles,  until  we  reached  way  down  in 
Mormon  Cooley.  We  drove  as  fast  as  we 
could  \intil  we  reached  the  head  of  Mormon 
Cooley,  and  when  we  got  down  about  two 
miles  found  a  sheltered  spot  from  the  wind, 
stopped,  made  a  good,  big  fire,  thawed  our- 
selves out,  rested  a  little  and  then  resumed 
our  journey.  The  road  being  almost  no  road 
at  all,  we  had  to  drive  very  slowly.  We  made 
out  to  get  to  Ml-.  Coonley's  farm  some  time 
after  dark,  who  liveil  at  the  old  Mormon  set- 
tlement. How  glad  we  all  were  to  get  into 
a  house  again,  where  we  could  get  warm  and 
something  to  eat!  We  were  al)out  six  miles 
from  home,  where  we  arrived  the  next  day 
about  eleven  o'clock,  glad  to  see  our  home 
again,  even  ever  so  humble.  The  twins  came 
through  all  right,  but  they  seemed   to  suffer 
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some  from  tlie  cold  and  tlie  rough  ride.  In 
two  or  three  days  I  returned  with  tlie  dri\er 
to  take  back  tlie  sleigli  ami  get  the  wagon, 
and  took  the  trail  down  Coon  river  to  the 
Mississippi,  a  distance  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles, 
and  came  up  to  La  Crosse  on  the  ice. 

In  May,  1848,  Hon.  H.  M.  Rice  had  the 
contract  to  remove  the  Winnebago  Indians 
to  their  new  reservation  at  Long  Prairie, 
Minnesota,  and  requested  me  to  give  him  my 
assistance  and  to  accompany  him  up  the 
river  to  look  up  the  new  home  or  agency  for 
the  Indians.  Mr.  flice  embarked  on  board 
steamboat  at  I'rairie  du  Chien  with  his 
horse,  and  on  arrival  of  the  boat  at  La  Crosse 
Asa  White  and  myself  took  passage  with  our 
horses  to  accompany  Mr.  Kice  on  his  trip 
North.  On  aniving  at  St.  Paul  we  saddled 
our  horses  and  starteil.  On  our  way  up  Mr. 
Iiice  made  me  some  propositions  in  regard 
to  business  enterprises  wliich  I  thought  best 
to  accept,  having  suffered  severe  losses  by 
the  great  freshet  the  year  before,  and  know- 
ing that  if  I  remained  at  La  Crosse  and  con- 
tinued in  the  lumber  business  I  would  be 
sick  more  or  less,  as  I  had  been  before.  We 
went  up  to  Sauk  Rapids,  Mr.  Rice  going  on 
to  Long  Prairie,  and  I  returned  to  La  Crosse 
to  prepare  to  carry  out  my  engagements  with 
Mr.  Rice.  After  my  return  to  La  Crosse 
deeds  were  made  out  between  Mr.  White, 
Peter  Cameron  and  myself,  according  to  our 
original  claim  lines.  I  also  executed  deeds 
to  Mr.  Miller  of  half  interest  in  the  land  em- 
braced in  the  original  town  site  of  La  Crosse 
and  a  deed  in  full  to  the  Miller  farm  at  the 
bluffs.  Deeds  were  also  executed  to  those 
who  had  built  on  lots  under  an  agreement 
that  deeds  should  be  given  them  after  title 
was  obtained  from  the  Government.  The 
plat  made  from  the  survey  in  lS-42  was  never 
recorded,  I  suppose  because  there  was  no 
register  office   at   La   Crosse,   and    having  no 


title  to  the  lands.  In  1851  and  '52  a  new 
survey  was  made  by  William  Hood,  which 
was  recorded,  but  there  was  no  particular 
change  made  from  the  first  survey. 

I  settled  up  my  affairs  in  La  Crosse  and 
u])  i)lack  river  as  well  as  I  could,  and  pre- 
pared to  leave  La  Crosse;  i  think  it  was  tlio 
first  week  in  June  1  shipped  my  family, 
household  goods  and  merchandise  on  board 
steamboat  for  St.  Paul,  left  my  family 
there,  and  with  men  and  teams  went  up  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Crewig  river  to  get  out 
timber  and  lumber  for  some  buildings  to 
be  put  up  at  Sauk  Rapids.  While  at  work 
there  I  met  with  the  misfortune  to  cut  my 
foot,  and  was  taken  down  to  Jlendota  and 
St.  Paul  in  a  canoe.  I  was  ori  crutches  from 
June  until  the  following  January.  The  lum- 
ber was  raftei-1  and  run  down  the  river;  it 
liroke  all  to  pieces  in  running  over  little 
falls,  but  enough  was  caught  just  above 
Sauk  Rapids  to  put  up  two  big  buildings, 
by  hauling  some  sawed  lumber  from  Still- 
water. After  one  of  the  buildings  was  par- 
tially built  I  moved  my  family  up  there  and 
remained  through  the  winter. 

Up  to  1848,  when  I  left  La  Crosse,  we 
kept  a  hotel  on  a  small  scale,  and  for  some 
years  it  was  the  only  place  where  the  hungry 
and  weary  couhl  get  accommodations,  and 
up  to  the  time  I  got  married  did  most  nf 
the  cooking  myself.  Soon  after  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Levy  arrived;  Mrs.  Myrick  called  upon  her 
and  found  her  at  the  wash-tub,  washing. 
That  summer  they  would  occasionally  go  to 
the  La  Crosse  river,  about  where  Medary"s 
tannery  is  now  situated,  and  picnicking  all 
alone,  by  a  little  spring  that  ran  out  of  the 
sand-bank  into  the  La  Crosse  river.  ( tur 
neighbors  were  not  very  near;  on  the  north, 
up  the  river,  Wm.  llunnell  livod,  near 
Mount  Trempealeau,  about  twenty  miles  from 
La  Crosse,  where  we  went   with  a  one-hoi-se 
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train  up  on  the  ice  on  a  visit,  and  remained 
two  or  tliree  days;  on  the  south,  or  down 
the  river,  Prairie  du  Chien  was  the  nearest 
place.  The  sawmills  on  Black  river  were 
owned  and  situated  as  follows:  The  iirst 
mill,  owned  by  Wm.  and  Thomas  Douglass, 
about  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  up  Black 
river,  on  the  west  side;  the  next  was  Jonathan 
JSichols,  on  the  west  side,  on  a  creek  by  the 
same  name;  the  next  was  Shepard  &  Valen- 
tine's, some  three  miles  below  the  falls;  and 
just  above  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
was  James  O'JS'eil's,  and  then  Jacob  Spauld- 
ing's  at  Black  River  Falls;  the  next  above 
the  falls  was  John  Levy's  mill,  on  Levy's 
creek,  and  next  was  Thomas  and  Peter  Hall's 
mill,  on  Hall's  creek;  then  John  Morrison's 
mill,  on  Morrison's  creek;  then  Myrick  & 
Miller's  mill,  on  West  Fork,  about  a  mile 
from  the  fork;  then  Mr.  H.  McCoUin's  and 
James  O'Neil's  mill,  on  Cunningham's  and 
O'Neil's  creeks.  Before  spring  I  sold  out 
my  interest,  and  returned  to  St.  Paul  in  the 
spring,  where  I  remained  most  of  the  time 
ever  since. 

In  1851  Timothj'  I)Urns,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  Wisconsin,  came  to  St.  Paul  with  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  H.  L.  Dowsmau, 
and  wanted  to  buy  my  interest  in  La  Crosse. 
I  sold  him  my  half  interest  in  the  original 
town-site,  and  other  property  which  1  held 
there.  I  sold  it  for  part  casii,  and  the  bal- 
ance in  two  years.  The  first  payment  was 
made,  and  for  the  sccoikI  payment  1  took 
back  one-fourth  interest  in  the  original  town- 
site  of  La  Crosse.  I  have  been  selling  lots 
off  and  on  ever  since,  and  still  hold  a  num- 
ber of  lots  in  La  Crosse.  Althougii  I  made 
no  improvements  in  biuldings  in  La  Crosse, 
I  find  from  my  books  that  I  have  paid  out 
over  $70,000  in  taxes,  assessments,  etc.,  on 
property  there. 

Since  arriving  in  Minnesota    I    established 


trading  posts  and  stores  at  Sauk  liapids, 
Itasca,  Sauk  Center,  Trover  Dessionox,  St. 
Peter,  Winnebago  Agency,  Yellow  Medicine, 
Red  Wood  Agency,  Big  Stone  Lake,  Fort 
Ransom,  Fort  Seward,  now  Jamestown,  Big 
f-Jeiid,  at  Pembina  and  other  places,  and  they 
were  in  charge  of  clerks  or  some  one  inter- 
ested in  them.  I  attended  supplying  the 
goods  and  paying  for  them. 

My  business  with  the  Sioux  Indians  was 
closed  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  in  August, 
1862,  when  my  brother  Andrew,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  different  trading  posts  in  the 
Sioux  country,  was  killed,  together  with  four 
other  clerks.  The  goods  were  taken  b}'  the 
Indians,  and  all  the  buildings  bui-ned,  sus- 
taining a  loss  of  8100,000,  which  was  par- 
tially paid  by  the  Government,  it  being  in 
some  way  interested  in  them.  But  my  trad- 
ing at  points  in  Dakota  were  continued  until 
1876,  when  I  retired  from  the  business. 

In  connection  witli  my  business  in  those 
years.  I  have  been  interested  in  mining  en- 
terprises in  Nevada  Mountain  and  Vermillion 
Lake;  in  oil  and  coal  mines  in  Pennsylvania; 
copper  on  Lake  Superior  and  Black  Hills,  in 
Dakota  and  West  Virginia,  with  the  usual 
chance  of  ninetj'-nine  in  a  hundred  of  losing 
everything  I  put  in,  which  amounts  to  about 
$100,000. 

Since  that  time  1  have  been  engaged  chiefly 
in  attending  to  my  real-estate  business.  Not- 
withstanding my  many  losses,  I  have  paid  all 
my  <lebts,  and  if  I  do  not  enter  into  any  wild- 
cat speculations  and  do  not  live  too  long,  have 
enough  left  to  keep  the  wolf  from    the   door. 

I  have  now,  dear  Mayor,  performed  as  well 
as  lies  within  ray  power  the  things  requested 
of  me  by  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  and  with  the 
deepest  gratitude  for  the  kindness  exhibited 
toward  me,  and  expressing  again  the  great 
affection  for  the  city  and  its  people,  which   1 
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assure  joii  will  continue  with  trie  as  l<-ing  as 
I  shall  live,  1  have  the  honor  to  suliserihe 
myself,  with  great  consideration, 

Your  most  ohedient  servant, 

N.   MVRICK. 


D.  HITCHCOCK,  one  of  the  re- 
presentative citizens  of  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  and  nianajjer  of  the  R.  G. 
Dun  &,  Co.  Mercantile  Agency,  with  office 
in  the  Batavian  building,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  January  21,  1858.  fie 
was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  J.  R.  and  Lois  (Cobb)  Hitch- 
cock. Jason  R.  Hitchcock  was  one  of  the 
successful  and  intelligent  farmers  of  the 
county  in  which  he  resided,  was  quite  a  popu- 
lar man,  was  thoroughly  honest  and  emi- 
nently practical  in  all  his  business  relations, 
and  had  the  unbounded  confidence  of  a  large 
cirideof  acquaintances.  He  held  local  public 
positions  much  of  his  time  durincr  life,  and 
was  a  devout  and  earnest  worker  in,  as  well 
as  liberal  contributor  to,  the  Baptist  (Inirch. 
His  deatli  occurred  in  1867,  when  tiftj-four 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a 
wortliy  member  of  the  Baptist  Cluirch,  was  a 
devoted  wife  and  a  noble  woman  of  rare 
ability  in  her  spliere.  She  died  in  1871.  at 
the  age  of   fifty-four. 

Mr.  N.  D.  Hitchcock  had  the  advuntages 
of  a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
State,  and  subsequently  rounded  up  his  edu- 
cation at  the  South  Berkshire  Institute  at 
New  Marlborough,  Massachusetts,  after  which 
he  learned  the  drug  business,  and  followed  it 
foreight  years  in  Massachusetts  and  Vermont. 
After  this  he  spent  one  year  as  commercial 
traveler  for  a  wholesale  firm  in  ("hicago,  and 
in  1884  he  became  city  reporter  for  II.  (t.  Dun 
&  Co..  at   Milwaukee,  holding  tliat  position 


four  years.  In  1888  was  sent  to  La  Crosse  to 
assume  management  of  thatdistrict.  Two  years 
later  Winona  (Minnesota)  <listrict  was  added 
to  his  territory,  giving  him  seven  counties  to 
look  after.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
his  business  relations  and  has  an  easy  and 
pleasant  adaptability  for  his  woi-k. 

In  January,  1883,  he  wedded  Miss  Ida 
Colvin,  only  child  of  Edwin  and  Martha 
(Barry)  Colvin.  Mr.  Colvin  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Chicago  and  located  there 
when  it  would  have  required  hut  a  few  dollars 
to  liave  purchased  many  acres  on  the  west 
side  of  the  city.  For  forty  years  he  was  an 
esteemed  citizen  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and 
now  spending  his  declining  years  in  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin.  He  is  eighty-foui-  years 
of  age,  but  time  has  dealt  leniently  with  him 
and  he  is  quite  active  and  vigoi'ous  for  his 
years.  Mrs.  Colvin  died  in  1886.  ]\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Hitchcock's  marriage  has  been  blessed 
by  the  bii-th  oi  three  children:  Roy  N.,  Irena 
and  Robert  E.  Politically  Mr.  Hitchcock 
affiliates  witlithe  R"pnl)lican  ]iarty.  He  is  a 
man  of  intelligence  and  natural  business 
acumen,  an   energetic,  liberal  minded  citizen. 


fOHN  E.  THORNBURY.  manager  of 
the  Trade  Palace,  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin, 
was  born  in  Canada  in  1850.  and  is  the 
fourth  son  in  a  family-  of  thirteen  children 
born  to  Jolm  and  Eliza  ( .Vshnian)  Thornbury, 
bo*h  nati\'es  of  Ireland.  The  parents  came 
from  their  native  land  to  Canada  in  18"J',(  and 
the  father  is  still  li\ing,  healthy  and  heai-ty, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  follnwcd 
farming  and  was  quite  successful.  He  tuok 
part  in  the  McKenzie  rebellion.  His  wife 
died  in  1881,  wlien  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Thornliurv    was   educated  in    Ontario, 
Canada;   when    sixteen  years    of  age,    began 
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clerking  in  a  dry-goods  establishment,  and 
handling  dry  goods  has  been  his  chief  busi- 
ness in  life.  lie  was  for  some  time  at  Lind- 
say, Canada.  tM'o  years  in  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota, and  was  on  the  road  for  John 
Wanamaker  of  Philadelpliia  for  four  yeai'S. 
He  came  to  his  jiresent  responsible  position 
in  February,  1890,  where  he  has  the  oversight 
of  over  thirty  clerks.  He  has  a  remarkable 
aptness  for  this  business,  has  few  equals  in 
his  line  of  work,  and  is  the  right  person  in 
the  right  place. 

In  1874  he  selected  for  his  wife  Miss 
Minnie  Cook,  a  lady  prominent  in  musical 
and  social  circles  and  an  excellent  alto  singer. 
Islr.  Thornl)ury  is  equally  good  in  his  part, 
the  first  bass,  and  they  are  two  of  the  best 
singers  in  the  city.  Mrs.  Thornbury's  par- 
ents, William  and  Lucy  Cook,  werenativesof 
Montreal,  Canada.  Her  father  died  July  4, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  The  mother 
lives  with  her  son,  Francis  Cook,  in  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  and  phe  has  reached  the 
allotted  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten. 
She  is  well  preserved  in  both  body  and  mind. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornbury  have  been  born 
three  children:  Edgar  Woods;  Ada  Clark 
and  Kathleen  May.  Mr.  Tiiornbury  has 
held  the  office  of  trustee  in  his  church  and  is 
one  of  the  prominent  members.  Like  his 
father,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  in  politics  a  Democrat. 


tENIlY  OTTE.N,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Often  &  Hammer,  contractors,  paint- 
ers and  decorators,  was  born  at  Waupun, 
Wisconsin,  March  14,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jolni  II.  and  Jeanette  (Garrison)  Otten. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Gernjany  and  a 
jiainter  by  occupation.  He  emigrated  to 
America    about    the    year    1854,    and    after 


spending  some  time  in  Milwaukee  settled  in 
Waupun,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days;  his  death  occurred  in  1887.  He 
was  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence and  was  a  superior  workman.  His 
wife  dieil  in  188(3;  they  were  both  consistent 
meml>ers  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Otten  was  a  native  of  Holland,  and  was 
married  in  her  native  country  to  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Henry  Otten  passed  his 
childhood  and  youth  in  Waupun,  where  he 
received  his  education;  he  was  instructed  by 
his  father  in  the  business  which  he  is  now 
carrying  on  so  successfully.  He  spent  a  few 
years  as  a  journeyman,  working  in  various 
places  in  the  West.  In  1881  he  came  to  La 
Crosse,  and  five  years  later  einbarked  in  the 
business  of  contracting  in  addition  to  his 
other  occupation.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Builders'  Exchange,  and  has  won  a  reputa- 
tion as  an  honorable  and  reliable  lousiness 
man. 

Mr.  Otten  was  married  in  La  Crosse  to 
Miss  Magdaline  Mary  Springer,  who  was 
Ijorn  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Rena  Springer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otten 
have  been  born  one  son  and  one  daughter: 
Joliii  Springer  and  Verena  Gertrude. 


^^^^LE  P.  LARSEN,  a  member  of  the  firm 
IuIt/I  *^'^'  ^^'ii"*'^'^  ^  Selund,  contractors,  paint- 
"W'"'^  ers  and  decorators.  La  Crosse,  Wiscon- 
sin, was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway, 
December  IS,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Louis 
and  Bertha  (Christiansen)  Larsen.  The 
mother  died  in  1865.  Ole  P.  received  his 
education  in  his  native  city,  being  graduated 
from  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Christiania 
in  1879.  He  learneil  his  trade  in  early  man- 
hooi],  an<l  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Ger- 
many, Denmark  and  Sweden  until  1882.      In 


jiioaiiA  I'll  la.  I L   iiitiTon  v. 


that  year  lie  ci'ossed  the  sea  to  America,  and 
spent  two  years  in  tra\elinji-  through  the 
Canadian  cities  and  tiiose  of  the  Eastern 
States.  In  the  siunuier  of  ISS-i  he  came 
West  and  located  permanently  in  the  city  of 
La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  the 
business  of  contractino;,  jiainting  and  deco- 
rating. In  March,  1885,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Berndt  Selnnd,  and  they  have 
condncted  a  successful  business. .  They  have 
been  engaged  on  many  of  the  best  residences 
of  the  city,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
those  of  Henry  Esperson,  Samuel  Andei-son, 
M.  Funk,  W.  H.  Parker  and  J.  C.  Easton. 

Mr.  Larsen  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Builders'  Exchange;  he  also  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  to  the  Norwegian  Workingmen's 
Society,  and  to  the  Norinanna  Singing  So- 
ciety. He  is  a  man  of  excellent  business 
Cjualitications,  and  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  He 
is  a  skilled  painter  and  decorator,  and  con- 
ducts this  branch  of  the  business  with  e(2ually 
satisfactoi-y  results. 


j'lUl'RED  IIIXG,  secretary  and  treasurer 
|R  for  the  Madison  Elevator  Company  at 
■^F"  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  April  24,  1835,  is  a  son  of 
Fred  and  Jane  (Owen)  Ring,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  England.  The  father  was  a 
solicitor  and  followed  this  calling  all  his  life, 
following  it  after  his  arrival  in  America, 
which  occurred  in  the  year  1857.  He  settled 
in  North  i'rairie,  Waukesha  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  afterward  became  Chairman 
of  tlie  Town  Board  of  Supei'visors,  wiiich  po- 
sition he  filled  for  one  term.  He  proved 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  sound  antl  practical 
views,  and  his  easy.  Cfjrdial  and  sincere  man- 
ners Were  of  material  benetit  to  him  in  social 


and  business  life.  His  death  occurred  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His 
widow  survives  him,  at  the  age  (if  eighty- 
three  years,  an  honored  and  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Milwaukee.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Fred  and  Mrs.  lien- 
jamin  Skidmore,  the  latter  a  pioneer  of  Mil- 
waukee, where  she  has  resided  for  nuuiy 
years. 

Fred  Ring  was  educated  in  the  city  of 
London,  and  graduated  from  a  college  in 
1854,  from  which  time  until  1857  he  worked 
on  a  railroad  as  booking  clerk  until  he  came 
to  America.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country 
he  began  working  on  the  Milwaukee  &  Mis- 
sissippi, now  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railroad,  with  which  he  remained  for 
twenty-nine  years  in  various  capacities,  clos- 
ing his  career  as  a  railroad  man  in  1887  as  a 
ticket  agent  at  La  Crosse,  Wisonsin.  He 
was  then  elected  the  first  Comptroller  of  La 
Crosse,  and  during  the  four  years  that  he 
served  in  this  capacity  he  rendered  an  excel- 
lent account  of  himself  and  discharged  his 
duties  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Since 
then  lie  has  filled  his  present  position,  the 
hea(li|uarters  of  which  company  are  in  l>a 
Crosse,  Wisconsin.  J.  B.  Canterbury  is 
President;  W.J.  Diehl,  Yice-President,  and 
Mr.  Ring,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  While 
a  resident  of  Waukesha,  in  185U,  he  was  the 
village  Clerk  for  sume  time,  and  in  that,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  position  in  life,  his 
record  was  a  very  commendable  one.  He 
has  taken  some  interest  in  politics  and  usually 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

On  May  9,  1860,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Regnihlda  Gunbjornsen,  daughter  of  Reier 
and  Christie  Gunbjornsen,  natives  of  Nor- 
way, from  which  country  tlu'V  came  to 
America  in  1840.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King 
one  child  was  horn,  but  it  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Ring  is  a  member  of  the  l!apti>t  Chin-ch, 
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and  Mr.  Ring  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  lie  has  attained  to  the  conuuandery. 
lie  is  the  present  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  State.  He  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  La  Crosse,  for,  l)esides  being  pub- 
lic-spirited and  charitable,  he  is  courteous 
and  accommodating  and  possesses  excellent 
business  qualifications. 

fAY  PETTINUILL  is  a  member  of  one 
of  tlie  pioneer  families  of  La  Crosse 
county.  He  was  born  in  Otsego  connty. 
New  York,  March  22,  1837,  the  son  of 
Alonzo  Pettingill,  Esq.,  now  one  of  the 
honored  old  citizens  of  La  Crosse.  The 
senior  Mr.  Pettingill  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  his  wife,  nee  Lucy  Davis,  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island  and  a  descendant  of 
Welsh  ancestry.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  1)eing  the  fourtli-l)orn.  Tlie  mother 
died  in  tliis  connty,  in  February,  1886,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- seven  years. 

Jay  Pettingill  was  reared  on  a  fai'm  at 
Butternut,  Otsego  county.  New  York,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  old  home,  and  at  the  South 
New  Berlin  high  school.  In  1856  the 
Pettingill  family  came  "West  ami  located  in 
La  Crosse  county,  near  Mindoro,  where  they 
lived  for  a  number  of  years.  The  father 
owned  a  fine  farm  there,  a  portion  of  which 
his  son  Jay  purchased  and  improved  witli 
gooil  buihlings,  making  it  a  vahiable  prop- 
erty. Jay  Pettingill  sold  his  farm  in  1889, 
and  liought  the  W.  L.  Mattliewson  place. 
The  latter  he  sold  to  Peter  Gullickson.  His 
present  farm,  near  Stevenstown,  Farmiiicrton 
township,  consists  of  140  acres;  has  trooi 
improvements,  and  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 


Mr.  Pettingill  has  lieen  twice  married. 
He  first  wedded  Adaline  Sage,  daughter  of 
Simeon  and  Deliora  (Homes)  Sage,  natives 
of  New  York.  This  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  three  children:  Fred  G.,  who 
died  in  liis  sixth  year;  Gertrude,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  mouths;  and  Stella,  wife  of 
J.  T.  Attwater.  She  has  one  daughter, 
Millie.  Mrs.  Pettingill  died  in  February, 
1888.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  amiable 
traits  of  character,  and  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  and 
a  member  of  the  Second  Adventist  Church. 
Oetoljcr  14,  1891,  Mr.  Pettingill  married 
Jennie  Erickson,  widow  of  Evan  Erickson, 
late  of  La  Crosse  county.  Mr.  Erickson  was 
for  many  years  a  prominent  and  infiuential 
citizen  of  Farmington  township.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  TTillie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
months;  John  N.,  who  died  when  a  year  old; 
Robert  A.,  who  died  when  six  years  old;  and 
Bessie,  who  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Pettingill 
was  born  in  Scotland,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Hogg,  who  kept  a  store  at  Union  Mills,  Wis- 
consin, for  a  numlier  of  years,  and  died 
December  15,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  His  wife  died  when  Mrs.  Pettingill 
was  a  babe. 

Mr.  Pettingill  is  a  man  of  broad  and  pro- 
gressive views;  is  industrious,  enterprising 
and  successful.  In  politics  he  is  Republican. 
He  has  served  the  public  three  years  as  a 
memlier  of  the  town  board;  seven  years  on 
the  side  board;  and  twelve  years  on  the 
school  board.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he 
has  been  associated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 


I^RANK  SACIA,  wlio  has  been  a  resident 
I   of  Holland  township.  La  Crosse  county, 
-ince  1852,  was  born  in  Jefferson  coun- 
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ty,  Wisconsin,  July  8,  184fi.  He  is  a  son  of 
riarnion  Sacia,  a  proniiiu'iit  |>ioneer  of  this 
ytate  and  a  veteran  of  tlie  late  war,  who  is 
now  a  resilient  of  Galesville,  Treiniiealean 
county.  The  senior  Mr.  Sacia  was  horn  in 
Sciienectady  county.  New  York,  the  descend- 
ant of  French  and  Gerinan  ancestors.  He 
wedded  Cordelia  Packard,  wlio  was  l)orn  in 
Vermont,  of  an  old  New  Enirland  I'amily, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  amono;  the  early 
settlers  of  Milwaukee.  They  afterward 
wont  to  Lake  View,  wheie  Mr.  Sacia  Still 
owns  property.  Froui  there  they  inoxcd  to 
Jefferson  county,  this  State,  and  their  next 
move  was  to  Galena,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  lead-mining  two  years.  After 
that  they  came  to  La  Crosse  county  and 
settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ilolnien. 
Here  he  developed  a  line  farm  and  reared  his 
children.  Since  188(3  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county.  He  and 
his  wife  had  a  family  of  four  daughters  and 
six  sons.  One  of  the  sons,  Marion,  served 
five  years  in  the  regular  army. 

Frank  Sacia  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  He 
spent  two  winters  working  in  the  woods. 
During  the  civil  war  he  enlisted,  September 
4,  1864,  in  Company  L  Eighth  "Wisconsin 
Infantry,  Eagle  Regiment,  and  served  until 
the  war  closed.  He  was  wounded  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Nashville,  a  fragment  of  shell  striking 
his  left  arm  and  leaving  the  bone  exposed. 
He  was  at  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort  thirteen 
days,  and  was  with  his  regiment  at  Union- 
town,  Alabama,  when  (Tcneral  Lee  surren- 
dered. After  rt'ceiving  an  h(jnorable  dis- 
charge he  returned  to  his  home  in  Jja  Crosse 
county.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
for  nineteen  years.  This  place  consists  of 
120  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  is  well  im- 
proved with  a  story  and-a-half  cottage,  locatecl 
on  a  natural  building  site;  good  barn,  stable. 


fences,  etc. — everything  ke|it  in  good  order. 
Here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming,  stock-raising  and  ilairying. 

^[r.  Sacia  was  united  in  marriagt!,  October 
2,  1S72.  to  Miss  Ilosalie  Costly,  who,  before 
her  marriage,  was  a  popular  and  succi'ssful 
teacher.  Slu^  was  bi)rn  in  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  and  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Liwa.  Her  father,  Cleveland  Costly, 
died  in  18^0,  and  her  mother,  nee  Alvira 
Jackson,  a  native  of  New  York.  She  has 
six  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sacia  ha\'e  three 
sons,  viz.:  k'reilerick  Laverne.  who  is  engaged 
in  teaching;  Percy  Dore.  and  Clovcdand. 
They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  ^Myrtle 
Morrow,  a  niece  of  Mr.  Sacia. 

Mr.  Sacia  is  a  Republican,  and  a  member 
of  Nelson  Quygle  Post,  No.  238,  G.  A.  R., 
of  >rindoro.  He  has  served  as  Supervisor 
and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 


INNElil)  R.  LA  FLEUR,  who  resides 
(Ml  his  beautiful  farm,  Fairview,  near 
New  Amsterdam,  La  Crosse  county,  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  and  eai'ly 
settlers  of  the  township  of  Ilollaml.  Mr.  La 
Fleur  was  born  at  Firdgum,  in  the  kingdom 
of  the  Netherlands,  June  17,  1S20,  a  son  of 
Rinnerd  I),  and  Aaltji  J.  (Lakkei-)  La  Fleur, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  country. 
The  name  is  deriveil  from  one  of  the  ances- 
tors, who  changed  his  name  at  the  time  of 
the  P'rench  lievolution,  to  eiuible  him  to  hold 
his  land. 

R.  D.  La  Fleur  was  a  mechanic,  and  for 
several  years  was  a  strandmaster  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  five  divisiiuis  of  interior  ^ea 
dykes,  and  for  some  years  |irevious  to  his 
<leatli  received  a  pension  from  the  govern- 
ment. His  death  occurred  in  his  native  laml 
in  isno,  and  his  wife's  death  in  1^70.    Their 
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remains  were  interred  in  the  lieaiitfiul  ceme- 
tery in  the  town  of  Fin.l^uni,  whei-e  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  their  son,  K.  R.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  hail  a  liandsome  monument 
erected  to  their  memory. 

R.  R.  La  Fleur  was  the  seventh-boru  in  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  and 
is  the  only  one  now  living.  Of  this  family 
but  two  others  came  to  America;  Daniel,  who 
came  to  La  Crosse  county  in  1856,  engaged 
in  farming  in  Holland  township,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  1871;  and  Banke  B.,  who  was  a 
widow  Van  Loon,  but  after  her  arrival  mar- 
ried "William  Ilaag,  and  died  about  18G1. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  there  rcQeived  a  lilieral  educa- 
tion. He  learned  the  trade  of  baker,  at 
which  he  was  employed  some  time.  In  1841 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Michia  Y.  Swart, 
who  was  i_»orn,  reared  and  educated  in  the 
Netherlands.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
wln'eh  occurred  in  1845,  he  returned  to  his 
father's  home,  where  he  lived  for  about  ten 
years.  In  1855  he  embarked  for  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York  June  29,  after 
a  voyage  of  thirty-si.x  days.  Since  that  year 
he  has  made  his  home  in  La  Crosse  coiinty, 
and  since  1874  has  lived  on  the  farm  he  now 
occupies.  His  home  ])roperty  is  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  neighboi'hood,  It  consists 
of  275  acres,  well  improvc<l,  with  good  build- 
ings, etc.  His  cottage  is  situated  on  a  natural 
building  site,  and  is  surrounded  with  ever- 
greens and  other  shade-trees.  Besides  this 
he  owns  other  land  in  tlie  countj',  amounting 
in  all  to  1,100  acres. 

In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
has  always  taken  a  commendable  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town  and  county.  In  18G2 
he  served  as  Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Hol- 
land, and  WHS  Treasurer  of  the  same  about 
foui-  years.  He  Ifas  ma'le  four  visits  to  his 
native  land  since    lie   located  in  tliis  eounti'y. 


in  1857,  1869,  1873,  and  again  in  1874. 
On  his  return  in  1873,  he  brought  with  him 
several  valualjle  and  rare  specimens  of  old 
silverware,  that  have  descended  to  him  from 
his  Dutch  ancestors.  They  consist  of  trays, 
cups,  spoons,  etc.,  of  various  peculiar  and 
and  unique  designs,  some  of  them  bearing 
the  dates  of  1645  and  1688.  Such  a  collec- 
tion would  be  an  acquisition  to  any  museutn 
in  the  land,  but  as  heirlooms  they  are  of 
special  value  and  interest  to  their  possessor. 

Mr.  La  Fleur  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  contrilmtes  liberally  to 
its  support.  He  has  passed  his  three-score 
years  and  ten,  and  is  still  active  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health.  If  he  has  a  large 
share  of  this  world's  goods  he  has  earned 
them;  if  he  enjoys  the  contidence  and  respect 
of  the  community  he  deserves  it,  for  the  life 
of  this  good  old  man  has  been  useful  and 
deserving;  of  emulation. 


Wi  OWELL  M.  GODDARD  is  the  efficient 

f '//?  secretary  of  the  Goddard   Lumber  Mill 

]i\iJ\  •' 

^^  Company  of    North    La  Crosse;   has  oc- 

cupieil  his  present  position  for  the  past  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  has  been  most 
active  in  pronnitiug  the  development  of  the 
business,  and  is  jnstly  entitled  to  rank  among 
tlie  leading  business  men  of  the  city.  Al- 
though his  career  has  been  a  somewhat  varied 
one,  he  has  proven  that  the  old  adage,  -^A 
rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  is  not  true  in 
his  case,  for  he  has  accumulated  a  fair  com- 
petency, and  is  rich  in  the  friendshij)  of  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances  to  whom  he  has 
endeared  himself  by  his  upriglit  metliods  of 
conducting  business,  by  his  kindness  of  heart 
and  by  his  liberality  to  those  who  have  been 
less  fortunate  tiian  himself.  He  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  December  17,  1833,  and  in  his 
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youth  was  made  familiar  with  the  details  of 
farming.  In  September,  ISoT,  lie  came  West 
with  his  brotiier  Hiram,  and  lias  since  fol- 
lowed various  occupations.  He  was  in  the 
real-estate  business  for  some  years,  after 
which  he  invested  his  means  in  a  machine 
shop  and  foundry,  which,  at  the  end  of  a  few 
years,  caught  lire  atid  burned  to  the  ground. 
He  is  thoroughly  competent,  is  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  has  the  interests 
of  the  establishment  at  heart.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1S62  to  Miss  Carrie  iiennett,  daughter 
of  Joel  Bennett  of  Pennsylvania,  who  moved 
witli  his  family  to  Wisconsin  about  tlie  time 
of  his  daughter's  marriage.  She  has  liorne 
her  husband  three  children:  Stella  is  the  wife 
of  George  H.  Gordon,  of  La  Crosse,  who  was 
the  District  Attorney  for  some  three  terms, 
and  is  now  a  successful  attorney  of  the  county 
and  the  counsel  for  the  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  They  liave  four  children:  Rob- 
ert; Stanley  M;  Fred  L.,  who  is  a  clerk  in 
Moss  &  Burr's  shoe  store  on  Main  street,  and 
Ernest  Adelbert,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  Mr.  Goddard  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican politically,  and  has  held  the  ofKce  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Notary  Public,  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  last  mentioned 
position  for  seven  years,  with  etliciency  and 
faithfulness. 


•^•T.IILBERT  IRWIN,  superintendent  of 
"■  \/'\il   the  Southern   Minnesota   Division  of 

l^-^^  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railroad,  is  a  native  Pennsylvanian,  born  in 
Lycoming  county,  Marcli  lU,  ISi'J.  His 
parents  are  Ira  P.  and  Anna  M.  (Mears) 
Irwin,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  now 
living  in  Nortliumlierland  county.  The  father 
is  engaged  in  merchandising,  keeping  a  gen- 


eral store  at  Watsontown,  Pennsylvania,  and 

is  one  of  the  reliable  ami  successful  citizens. 
He  is  sixty-seven  and  his  wife  sixty-five  years 
of  age  at  the  present  writing  (1891).  They 
reared  tive  children,  all  still  living  and  all 
residents  of  the  Keystone  State  excejit  our 
subject,  who  is  the  oldest. 

Tlie  latter  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  when  thirteen 
years  of  age  began  learning  telegraphy. 
Since  then  he  has  been  connected  with  I'ail- 
roa<ls.  He  first  engaged  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad,  with  which  he  remained  six- 
teen years  in  the  capacity  of  telegraph  operator, 
chief  train-dispatcher,  su]>erintendent  of  tel- 
egraph, etc.  In  1880  he  left  the  service  of 
this  railroad  company  and  went  to  Texas, 
where  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  railroad  until  1866,  after  which  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  as  superintendent  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  in  1887 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  as  superintendent  of  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  railroad. 
There  he  remained  until  1888,  when  he  be- 
gan for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railroad,  and  lias  been  with  this  company  ever 
since.  In  1888  he  went  to  Minneapolis  as 
the  superintendent  of  the  I(jwa  and  Minne- 
sota division  of  said  company,  and  in  1890 
he  went  to  Austin,  Minnesota,  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  Southurn  Minnesota  division.  In 
May  of  the  same  year  the  office  was  inoveil  to 
La  Ci'osse,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  had 
quite  a  varied  experience  but  a  very  success- 
ful one  as  well.  While  a  resident  of  Renovo, 
Clinton  cou'ity,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  town 
Auditor  for  one  term. 

Mr.  Irwin  was  married  June  9,  1806,  to 
Miss  Amelia  E.  Xightwine,  they  being  sex  en- 
teen  and  sixteen  years  old  respectively,  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children:  Williert  Irwin.  Jr.,  who 
is   roadujast/r   at   Iloricoi,,    AVisconsin.      He 
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graduated  from  the  high  sclmol  at  Houston. 
Texas,  and  afterwards  entered  the  engineering 
department  of  the  Southern  Pacilic  railroad, 
in  the  Lone  Star  State,  remaining  with  them 
until  1886.  when  lie  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Philadelphia  and  occupied  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 
When  his  father  left  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
Wilbert,  Jr.,  held  the  same  position  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Company,  and  remained  with 
them  until  a  year  ago  (1891).  when  he  became 
roadmaster  as  above  stated.  He  is  now 
twenty-four  years  of  age  and  has  had  an  ex- 
tended experience.  Ilis  services  are  ever  in 
demand,  and  he  never  spends  time  hunting 
for  a  position,  as  the  position  seeks  the  man. 
The  other  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin, 
Josie  Wells,  is  a  ripe  scholar,  a  lover  of  books 
and  music,  and  very  prolicient  in  the  latter. 
She  has  attended  school  in  Houston,  Texas; 
Philadelphia,  Austin  (Minnesota),  Dubuque 
and  Minneapolis.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  L-win 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hold- 
ing the  position  of  Past  Master  of  Renovo 
Lodge,  No.  495,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
LaCrosse  Club.  In  politics  he  has  ever  been 
a  Republican,  though  not  officious  in  public 
affairs. 


tIRAM  UODDARl),  pro])rietor  of  the 
Goddard  Lumbei-  Mill  of  North  La 
Crosse.  WiscoTisin. —  In  the  commercial 
centers  of  the  counti-j  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  is  the  most  ini|MU-tant  in  volume  and 
value,  next  to  the  manufacture  of  iron;  and 
as  La  Crosse  is  in  easy  reach  by  rail  of  the 
pineries  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  and  as 
large  quantities  are  sent  down  the  Alississippi 
river  annually  from  Northern  Wisconsin  the 
city  iif  La  Crosse  is  i-ecognized  as  a  leading 


market,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the 
most  important  sources  of  supply.  Among 
the  most  active  and  enterprising  firms  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  is  the  Goddard  Lum- 
ber Mill  Company,  of  which  Hiram  Goddard 
is  the  efficient  proprietor  and  head. 

He  was  boi-n  in  Worcester  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, March  8,  1836,  to  David  and  Sallie 
(Goddard)  Goddard,  also  natives  of  the  Bay 
State,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer  and 
contractor,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  State  of 
his  birth.  He  was  called  from  life  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  career 
thrdughout  life  having  been  a  useful  and 
iionorable  one.  His  widow  still  survives 
him,  and  resides  in  the  State  of  her  birth. 
She  bore  her  husband  six  children,  of  whom 
Hiram  was  the  tliird  in  oi'der  of  birth.  He 
was  brought  up  to  the  monotonous  duties  of 
farm  life,  but,  this  calling  not  being  congenial 
to  his  tastes,  he  decided  to  turn  his  attention 
to  some  other  business,  and  in  August,  1857, 
came  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  embarked 
in  the  milling  business,  which  with  river 
work  has  engaged  his  attention  ever  since. 
He  possesses  business  ability  of  a  high  order, 
and  that  persevering  and  enterprising  spirit 
that  overcomes  all  obstacles,  and  has  met  with 
the  success  commensurate  with  the  abilities 
he  has  displayed  and  the  high  principles  and 
moral  business  methods  which  have  formed 
the  corner-stone  of  his  liusiness  career.  In 
addition  to  his  sawmill  he  owns  a  farm  of 
500  acres;  about  400  acres  of  tiiis  is  rich 
bottom  land,  on  which  he  cut  over  700  tons 
of  hay  in  1891.  His  mill  is  located  in  North 
La  Crosse,  and  has  a  capacity  of  about  12,- 
000,000  feet  of  lumber  annually.  He  has 
about  1,000,000  feet  at  his  yards  at  the 
present  time.  He  rafts  most  of  his  lumber 
down  the  river  as  far  as  St.  Louis,  and  gets 
his  logs  from  the  P>lack  river  pineries  of 
I  Wisconsin.      He  has  quite  a  cattle  ranch  and 
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farm,  supplied  with  water  by  a  tine  artesian 
well;  a  three-fourths-inch  pipe  supplies  his 
entire  farm  and  house — the  Goddard    House. 

Mr.  Goddard  is  one  of  a  large  class  of  citi- 
zens who  came  West  with  little  means,  but 
with  indomitable  push  and  perseverance  he 
bent  the  force  of  circumstances  to  iiis  will, 
and  his  efforts  have  resulted  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  handsome  fortune.  He  is  a  reli- 
able and  intluential  citizen,  and  among  his 
fellow-citizens  he  l>ears  a  high  reputation  fur 
uprightness  and  integrity  of  character.  lie 
is  a  representative  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  has  always  been  ready  to  aid  any 
undertaking  tending  to  redound  to  the  gen- 
eral good  of  the  city  and  county,  and  has 
identitied  himself  with  many  of  the  leading 
enterprises.  He  is  a  director  in  the  State 
Bank  of  La  Crosse,  and  owns  stock  in  the 
Buikling  Association  and  in  the  Black  Kiver 
Improvement  Company,  to  each  and  all  of 
which  lie  has  added  prestige  and  stability. 

In  186S  Miss  Maryett,  daughter  of  Henry 
Harlow,  of  Vermont,  became  his  wife,  and 
eventually  the  mother  of  his  two  children: 
Myrtie  Mildred,  aged  eleven  years,  and 
Koland  H.,  aged  eight.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  God- 
dard are  members  of  tlie  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  politi- 
cally he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party. 


fLE  NYIIUS  has  been  a  resident  of  La 
Crosse  since  1866,  and  has  rendered 
that  city  such  service  as  to  entitle  him 
to  the  following  space  in  the  history  of  La 
Crosse  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  at  Lille-hammer,  July  5,  1831,  and  is  a 
son  of  Feter  Nyhus  by  his  marriage  to  Carrie 
Alsberg.  In  1848  the  father  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Madison,  Wisconsin, 


where  he  died  in  1852;  the  mother  p:l^^>ed 
from  this  life  in  her  native  country.  Ole 
Nyhus  learnei]  the  trade  of  pla■;^er('r  an  1 
brickmason  in  his  native  land,  and  work';d  a-- 
a  journeyman  in  diti'erent  parts  of  Norway 
until  1866.  During  this  time  he  also  did 
four  years  of  military  service  for  his  country. 
Believing  that  America  would  afford  him 
better  opportunities  than  the  crowdc^d  Euro 
pean  continent  he  bade  farewell  to  the  scenes 
of  childliood,  and  sailed  away  to  the  United 
States.  He  located  in  La  Crosse,  and  was 
soon  actively  engagt-il  in  the  building  and 
Contracting  business.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  erection  of  many  of  the  largest  and 
most  expensive  buildings  in  the  city,  includ- 
ing the  county  jail,  man}'  of  the  churches 
and  some  of  the  handsomest  jirivate  resi- 
dences in  the  place. 

Mr.  Nyhus  was  married  in  Lille-hammer, 
Norway,  to  Miss  Tonetta  H.  Hostmellingen, 
a  daughter  of  H.  Hostmellingen.  One  smi 
has  been  born  of  this  union,  Edward  H.  Ny- 
hus, who  has  been  wt-ll  reared  and  educated; 
he  is  now  a  traveling  salesman  of  excep- 
tional ability.  He  married  Miss  Louisa  Pe- 
tersen, a  native  of  La  Crosse,  and  they  have 
had  born  to  them  one  daughter,  Helen.  Mrs. 
Nyhus  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Petersen. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  Ole  Nyhus,  is 
an  honored  member  of  the  Norden  Society, 
and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent business  qualificatiotis,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  of  the  entire  community. 

fHRISTlAN  FREDERICK  KLEIN, 
merchant  atid  proprietor  of  The  Market, 
of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Wiirttemburg, 
(rermany,  Se[)tember  14,  1844.  His  parents, 
Jolian  Ileinrich  and  Mary  Magdalena  (Kelle) 
Klein,  were  of  old  Wiirttemburg  families,  and 
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both  tlie  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of 
line,  robust  constitutions  and  were  generally 
long-lived;  they  were  for  two  or  three  gen- 
erations just  preceding  the  present  one  an 
agricultural  people,  and  the  records  beyond 
that  time  show  them  to  be  proficient  in  the 
profession  of  medicine,  and  skillful  military 
men.  In  185G,  Jolian  11.  Klein  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  America  and  settled  in 
Buffalo  county,  "Wisconsin,  where  he  still  re- 
sides; the  family  consists  of  three  sons: 
Christof  Gottlieb,  a  resident  of  Cross,  JJuf- 
falo  county;  Gottfried,  of  Belvidere,  Buffalo 
county  and  Christian  Frederick,  the  subject 
of  this  brief  l)iography.  lie  passed  his  boy- 
hood in  Buffalo  county,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in 
a  general  mercantile  establishment  in  Butfalo 
city,  "Wisconsin;  there  he  spent  six  months, 
coming  at  tlie  end  of  that  time  to  La  Crosse, 
as  a  general  s.alesman  fcir  a  mercantile  house. 

In  18C(J  he  pui'chased  the  store  of  Charles 
Schaettle,  of  15utf"alo  city,  his  first  employer, 
and  conducted  a  thriving  ijusiness  there  until 
1860.  He  then  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and 
joined  Jacob  Run  in  business,  the  firm  name 
lieing  Ran  and  Klein;  this  relationship  con- 
tinned  until  1878,  when  they  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent,  Mr.  Klein  continuing  the 
business.  In  1886  the  firm  of  Klein  and 
Leunning  was  established  and  continued  un- 
til September  15,  18'Jl,  when  the  partnei-ship 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent  and  Mr. 
Klein  moved  his  business  into  his  newly 
erected  three-story  brick  building  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourth  and  Jay  streets,  where  he  has 
won  a  large  patronage  from  La  Crosse  and 
the  surrounding  country,  and  is  deserving  of 
the  confidence  he  has  won. 

Mr.  Klein  was  married  in  IJutfalo  city, 
Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Carolina  Lachenmaier,  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  Gott- 
fried   and    FrtMJerika    (Klein)    Lachenmaier, 


who  crossed  the  sea  to  America  and  settled 
in  Cross,  Buflalo  county.  Wisconsin,  in  1861. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  have  lieen  born  tour 
sons  and  two  daughters:  John  Frederick, 
Charles  Henry,  Herman  Otto,  Bertha,  Louisa 
and  Arthur  Cleveland. 

During  Mr.  Klein's  residence  in  Buffalo 
city,  he  served  that  municipality  as  Postmas- 
ter, as  Police  Judge  and  as  School  Director; 
since  coming  to  La  Crosse  he  has  repi-esented 
his  ward  in  the  City  Council  for  two  terms, 
in  1876  and  in  1885.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the 
Sons  of  Hermann,  the  Deutsche  Verein,  and 
of  the  Liederkranz.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  from  1888  to  1891, 
and  is  a  most  efficient  officer;  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  since  1870.  He  was 
one  of  the  active  promotei-s  of  the  Inter- 
State  Fair  Association,  and  aided  in  its  or- 
ganization. He  is  a  stock-holder  of  the  Odd 
Fellows"  Hall  Association,  and  holds  several 
official  positions  in  the  diflerent  societies  to 
which  he  belongs.  He  is  a  man  of  broad, 
public  spirit,  and  has  given  encouragement 
and  lilieral  financial  support  to  those  enter- 
prises which  liave  had  for  their  object  the 
elevation  of  tlie  moral  and  intellectual  stand- 
ard of  the  community. 


fRVIN  W.  CHAMBERLAIN,  cashier 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railroad  Company  at  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin, was  born  in  Foxcroft,  Maine,  June  9, 
1814.  His  parents  were  Timothy  Hardin, 
born  in  Foxcroft,  May  17,  1811,  and  Maria, 
nee  Wentvvorth,  born  in  South  Berwick, 
Maine,  April  29,  1816.  The  father  was  a 
contractor  and  builder,  well  and  favorably 
known;  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  for 
some  years,  an<l   held  various  offices  of  trust. 
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He  was  one  of  the  best  known  inoii  of  his 
day  in  his  portion  of  the  State.  Althoui^h 
not  a  member  of  any  ehurcli,  lie  was  a  con- 
stant attendant  at  public  woi'ship.  His  ileath 
occurred  September  7,  1859,  when  he  was 
aged  forty-eight  years.  Plis  wife  died  Octo- 
ber 25,  1857,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 
They  were  married  January  6, 1839,  at  Soutli 
Berwick,  Maine,  and  lived  an  exemplary  life. 
They  had  eight  children,  namely:  Emma  F., 
Ann  D.,  Ervin  W.,  Oscar,  Samuel  W.,  Fred 
A.,  Charles  E.  and  Frank  S.  Ervin  W.  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Emma  F.,  came  to  Chicago  in  1860, 
where  she  was  a  prominent  teacher  in  the 
"Washington  School,  and  in  1862  married  the 
principal,  Benjamin  R.  Cutter,  who  was  a 
leading  educator  of  that  city  and  continued 
to  be  the  principal  of  that  school  until  his 
death  in  1875.  Mrs.  Cutter  died  in  Chicago, 
March  14,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years. 

Mr.  Chamlierlain  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  State,  and  after  the 
war  completed  a  scientific  course  at  Foxcroft 
(Maine)  Academy.  After  school  days  he 
taught  in  Maine,  then  came  West,  arriving 
at  La  Crosse  April  5,  1869,  and  began  as 
clerk  in  the  same  ofKce  where  he  now  is,  and 
where  he  has  served  in  various  capacities;  he 
lias  been  the  cashier  since  1885.  He  has 
been  Alderman  of  the  Eighth  Ward  of  the 
city  one  term— 1881-'83. 

July  15,  1862,  is  the  date  of  his  enlist- 
ment in  Company  E,  Eighteenth  Maine  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  which  regiment  was  after- 
ward changed  to  the  First  Maine  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  he  served  until  January  20, 
1865,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
wounds.  This  regiment  sustained  the  great- 
est loss  of  all  in  the  Union  army:  out  of  a 
total  enrollment  of  2,002,  400  enlisted  men 
and  twenty-three  officers  were   killed  or  died 


of  wounds,  and  860  men  besides  were 
Wounded,  many  of  them  several  times!  Out 
of  a  total  enrollment  of  184  in  Company  E, 
forty-two  were  killetl  outright  and  died  of 
wounds,  seventy-seven  were  wounded,  four 
were  missing  in  battle,  fifteen  died  of  disease, 
and  line  in  a  rebel  prison:  total  deaths,  lifty- 
eiglit!  It  is  pi'obablu  that  this  record  is 
without  a  parallel  in  the  whole  United 
States  service.  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  was 
wounded  twice,  one  time  in  the  flesh  of  tile 
thigh,  and  one  time  in  his  left  wrist,  the 
marks  of  which  he  will  eari-y  to  his  grave. 
These  were  received  at  the  liattle  of  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Virginia,  and  at  the  same  battle  he 
received  five  other  bullet-holes  through  his 
clothing.  The  Union  army  lost  about  18,000 
men  in  this  liattle  1  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
never  taken  prisoner,  but  had  some  narrow 
escapes.  He  remained  as  private  all  through 
the  war.  He  had  a  furlough  of  twenty  days 
in  March,  1864,  the  only  time  he  was  absent 
from  his  command.  He  was  never  absent 
on  account  of  sickness  except  when  he  was 
confined  in  the  hospital  on  account  of  his 
wound, — from  ]\[ay  19,  1804,  to  January  20, 
1865. 

February  9,  1868,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  R.  Hammond, 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Jane  (Clark)  Ham- 
mond, of  Garlaml,  Maine,  and  they  have  had 
six  children,  namely:  Frank  O.,  now  a  prac- 
tical bookkeeper,  who,  June  8, 1891,  married 
Alice  M.  Symons,  daughter  of  Alderman 
Symons,  president  of  the  City  Council;  and 
he  is  a  graduate  of  tlie  commercial  college 
under  the  late  Professor  Wallace.  The  next 
child  is  Eugene  II.,  now  clerking  in  the  rail- 
road office  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway.  The  remaining  children  are 
Emma  E.,  llattie  M.,  Abby  M.  and  Edith  M. 
Both  parents  and  the  three  eldest  children 
are    members  of   the    First   Baptist   Churcli. 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  is  also  a  member  of  tlie 
Grand  Army  of  the  Kepnl)lic  and  the  Union 
Yeteran  League. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  comes  from  a  family  of 
jS'ew  Enoland  stock.  Nathaniel  Chamber- 
lain, born  in  Dudley,  Massachusetts,  May  19, 
1786,  the  grandfather  of  Ervin  W.,  was  a 
noted  man  for  his  time  among  the  earliest 
Settlers,  lie  built  the  first  honse  in  Dover, 
Maine;  was  a  very  prominent  mechanic, 
l:)eing  a  master  hand  in  wood  and  iron.  He 
died  in  1806,  aged  eighty  years;  and  bis 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Street- 
er,  died  some  years  before.  Their  family 
consisted  of  Timothy  I].,  Chester,  Caroline, 
Anna,  Martha,  Rutli  and  Nathaniel.  ]\Ir. 
Chamberlain's  mother's  father,  Samuel  Went 
worth,  was  a  farmer  of  South  Berwick,  Maine, 
born  May  24,  1773;  was  for  many  years  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  January  18,  1796, 
married  Sally  Yeaton,  and  their  large  family 
comprised  Thomas,  Jacob,  Lavina,  Phebe, 
Edmund  H.,  Nancy  E.,  Partholomew,  Sam- 
uel, Sarali,  Maria  and  Timothy. 

J^UTTIIELE  AVENZEL,  a  resident  of 
nW  Farmington  township.  La  Crosse  coun- 
^W'-  ty,  "\Visc(jnsin,  a  (lierman  by  birth,  has 
proved  hinjself  true  to  the  country  of  his 
adoption,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. 

He  was  born  in  Germany,  December  30, 
1825,  son  of  Henry  Nicholas  and  Madaliue 
(Knower)  "VVenzel,  both  natives  of  the  same 
town  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.  Many  yeai's  ago  they  went  to  Brazil, 
South  America,  where  they  died.  Gotthelf 
was  reared  in  his  native  hind  and  attended 
school  there  until  he  uas  fourteen  years  of 
age.      He   then   learned    the  trade    of  weaver 


and  worked  at  it  for  a  number  of  years  in 
Germany.  In  1S5S  he  came  to  America  and 
located  in  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling at  Bangor,  July  16,  1858.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  the  war  broke  out. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Infantry  Yolunteers,  Light  Guards,  at  La 
Crosse,  and  remained  in  the  service  four 
years  and  seven  months.  He  was  in  some  of 
the  hotly  contested  battles  of  the  war,  among 
which  were  both  battles  of  Bull  Bun.  The 
flash  from  a  cannon  injured  his  face  so  that 
he  had  to  be  conflned  in  a  hospital  for  some 
time,  and  was  at  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York. 
Later  he  was  assigned  to  the  invalid  corps, 
and  was  stationed  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  and  at  Albany,  New  York.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  November  18, 
1865,  and  returned  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wis- 
consin. While  in  the  army  he  contracted 
disease,  is  now  considerably  broken  in  health, 
and  receives  a  small  pension  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  t'ame  to  his  present  farm  (120 
acres)  in  1883,  and  has  since  resided  here. 

Ajiril  5,  186(),  Mr.  Wenzel  married  Jane 
Darling,  who  was  Iiorn  in  Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin, daughter  of  Chester  and  Hester  (Cooley) 
Darling.  Her  father  resides  near  Bangor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenzel  have  twelve  children, 
viz.:  Grace,  Hester,  Ada,  Maggie,  Ida,  Will- 
iam, Emil,  Albert,  Claude,  George,  Irene  and 
Charley.  Mr.  Wenzel  is  a  stanch  Bepubli- 
can,  and  a  member  of  Nelson  Quygle  Post, 
No.  233,  G.  A.  li.,  of  Mindoro.  He  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
while  his  wife  was  l)rought  up  in  a  Baptist 
family. 


►,;,  *  S'  *S  "^i*"" 


IfHOMAS    JOHJNSON,    who    has    been 
^Ffilp   prominently    identifled    with   the   best 
^'    interests  of  La    Crosse    county    for    a 
j  numbei'  of  years,  has  resided  here  since  1859. 
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lie  dates  his  birth  in  Norway,  jrarch  16, 
1854-,  and  was  five  years  t)ld  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  country.  His  i'atlier's 
name  was  Jolm  JMichelson,  and  his  niotiier"s 
given  name  was  Malinda.  She  died  in  the 
town  of  Onalaska,  November  20,  1S91.  They 
had  a  family  of  live  sons  and  five  daugliters. 
One  of  the  former,  Michael,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  the  Eagle 
Kegiment.  He  subsequently  died  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  this  county.  One  daughter, 
JMartha,  died  in  Iowa.  Eight  of  the  childien 
are  still  living.  John,  a  resident  of  Salem, 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Scandinavian 
Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  J.  K.  is  a 
merchant  of  Salem,  and  Alexander  is  the 
Postmaster  of  that  place.  The  father  died 
in  Hamilton  township,  this  county,  Decem- 
ber 30,  18SS.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
but  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a- Republi- 
can in  politics  and  a  Lutheran  in  religion. 

Thomas  Johnson  spent  his  youth  in  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  farm  wurk  and  in  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
His  early  education  has  been  supplemented 
by  study  and  reading  at  home  and  by  prac- 
tical business  experience.  The  winter  of 
1873-'74  he  spent  in  working  in  the  woods. 
From  his  youth  up  he  has  been  industrious 
and  enterprising,  and  he  is  now  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. He  owns  a  farm  of  22S  acres 
of  land,  has  it  well  improved  with  good 
buildings,  etc.,  and  divided  into  fields  of  con- 
venient size  for  cultivation  and  for  stock  pur- 
poses. At  this  writing  he  has  thirteen  cows 
and  eighty-live  sheep.  His  residence  is 
16  X  24,  two  stories,  with  an  L  18  x  20  feet, 
a  stury  and  a  half,  and  is  beautifully  located 
on  a  natural  building  site. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  inai-ried  February  18, 
1882,  to  Maria  P.  Hanson,  who  was  i)orn, 
reared    and    educated    in   La  Crosse   county. 


Her  parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Hanson, 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  C(juiity. 
Ml-,  and  ^Irs.  Johnsdii  have  four  children, 
namely:  Julius  P.,  Amelia,  Marvin  and  Tilda 
Mabel. 

Mr.  Johnson's  political  views  are  in  har- 
mony with  Republican  principles.  He  is  al- 
ways found  identified  with  the  best  elements 
of  his  party,  and  is  one  of  its  wheel  horses  in 
this  county.  He  served  as  Assessor  four 
years;  has  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  nine  years;  has  been  Clerk  of 
the  school  board  for  six  years;  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
county  board  for  several  years.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Farmers' Alliance  organization  here. 
Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church;  Mr.  Johnson  is  well  posted  on  all 
matters  of  public  interest,  and  is  broad  and 
progressive  in  his  views.  He  favors  all 
movements  that  have  for  their  object  the 
advancenient  of  educational,  moral  and  re- 
ligious interests.  Few  men  of  this  \'icinity 
are  more  popular  oi'  are  held  in  higher  es- 
teem than  he. 


AVIU  NEEDHAM,  of  the  town  of 
Holland,  is  one  of  the  well-known  pio- 
neers and  respected  citizens  of  La 
Crosse  county.  He  was  horn  in  Erie  county. 
New  York,  June  26,  1828,  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  five  sons,  born  to  Oliver  and  Lodica 
(Green)  Needham,  Ijoth  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Wales,  Hampden  county,  Massachusetts. 

The  Needhams  are  descendants  of  English 
ancestors,  who  settled  in  Massachusetts  in 
early  colonial  days,  a  number  of  whom  took 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Oliver  Need- 
ham  and  his  wife  caini'  to  Erie  county,  New- 
York,  in  1819,  and  resided  there  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.      He  was  a  school  teacher  for 
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some  years,  and  later  l.iecame  a  successful 
farmer.  Ilis  sons  all  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  three  of  them  were  popular  teachers. 

David  Needhani  was  early  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life,  and  also  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  at  which  he  employed  his  time 
during  the  winters.  He  first  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  September,  1848,  stopping  at 
White  Water,  Walworth  county,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  the  following  springs 

He  then,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
A.  G.  Xeedham,  bought  land  in  Dane  county, 
where  his  brother  engaged  in  improving  the 
land.  In  July  of  that  year,  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Erie  county  New  York,  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  in  summer  and  worked 
at  his  trade  during  the  winter  months. 

On  the  27th  of  Febuary,  1851,he  was  united 
iu  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Field,  an  edu- 
cated and  retined  woman,  who  is  also  a  native 
of  Erie  county,  New  York.  She  comes  of  a 
good  old  family,  and  was  a  popular  teacher 
for  some  years  in  her  native  county.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Field,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  Solomon  Field,  who  was  a  promi- 
nent man,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Concord,  Erie  county.  New  York.  Mrs. 
Needham's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elvira  Briggs,  was  the  daughter  of  Captain 
Allen  Briggs. 

In  1851  Mr.  Needham  came  io  Wisconsin, 
locating  in  Dane  county, where  he  resided  three 
years,  and  again  returned  to  the  Empire  State, 
where  he  remained  until  185G.  In  Septem- 
ber of  that  year  (1856)  he  and  his  wife  started 
from  Concord,  Erie  county,  with  a  horse  and 
buggy,  and  drove  through  to  Wisconsin,  arriv- 
ing in  La  CJrosse  county  after  a  journey  of  six 
weeks;  and  since  that  time  they  have  resided 
continuously  in  this  connty.  For  about  five 
years  after  his  arrival  he  kept  a  boot  and  shoe 
shop  in  New  Ainsterdam,  and  Mrs.  Needham 
tauyht  the  disti'ict  school  dnriui;-  the  summer 


months  for  several  years.  He  pre-empted 
160  acres  of  his  present  farm  soon  after  coming 
to  the  county,  and  subsequently  bought  forty- 
four  acres  more.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  made 
a  permanent  settlement  on  his  farm,  which 
consists  of  204  acres  of  splendid  land,  all  im- 
proved. In  1863  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master, aud  kept  the  New  Amsterdam  post 
office  for  three  years. 

In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Know-nothing  party,  but  is  now  a  Prohibi- 
tionist. He  has  never  sought  nor  desired 
public  preferment,  but  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  town  board  for  two  years  and  as  side 
Supervisor  one  year,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  Ijoard.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence, 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  keeps 
himself  well  informed  on  the  public  questions 
of  the  day.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  zealous 
workers  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  take 
a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters.  They 
are  honest,  industrious,  frugal  people,  and 
now  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competence. 
To  them  has  been  born  two  children:  Ella 
Lodica,  who  died  in  1864,  when  not  quite 
four  years  of  age;  and  Oliver,  who  was  born 
October  15,  1867,  and  is  a  school-teacher. 

a^lMOTHY  JAKVIS,  who  for  many 
Wife  years  has  followed  the  life  of  mate  and 
f^  pilot  on  the  Mississippi  rivei",  although 
born  in  America,  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  by  adoption,  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
being  his  birth-place;  the  date,  October, 
1855.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Aggie 
Jarvis,  were  also  natives  of  Canada,  of  Irish 
exti-action  ;  the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  early  days  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  near  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Twenty-eight  years  ago  he  removed  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  became  identified   with    the 
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best  elements  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
community;  he  is  now  in  feeble  healtii, 
having  i-eached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years;  his  wife  died  in  1887.  To  tiieni 
were  born  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Charles,  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  died  from  the  effects  of  a  kick  received 
from  a  fractious  horse  that  he  was  shoeing; 
Matilda,  John,  Frank,  deceased;  George, 
Louis,  Joseph,  Isaiah,  Timothy,  Julia, 
Valorj  and  Emma. 

Mr.  Jarvis  learned  the  trade  of  a  painter 
in  his  youth,  and  became  master  of  this 
vocation  in  many  of  its  branches;  for  a  long 
period  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  painting 
houses,  carriages  and  signs,  each  of  which 
requires  a  special  skill  and  training. 

The  river  offering  many  inducements,  he 
gave  up  his  business,  and  now  for  many  years 
he  has  been  engaged  either  as  pilot  or  mate 
on  the  boats  plying  the  Mississippi.  In  this 
capacity  lie  has  labored  with  tlie  same  zeal 
and  energy  that  characterized  his  efforts  in 
younger  days,  and  has  rendered  a  service  that 
will  always  reflect  honor  upon  his  name. 

Mr.  Jai'vis  was  united  in  njarriage  in 
October,  1891,  to  Miss  Anna  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  John  Moore,  who  was  formerly 
a  resident  of  Minnesota.  Our  subject  and 
all  his  family  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 


fRANK  P.  ROBERTS,  of  section  7, 
Bangor  township,  was  born  in  Bost- 
wick  valley,  Barry  township,  this  coun- 
ty, April  24,  1866,  a  son  of  Evan  R.  Roberts, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bangor  Village,  and  when  but  fourteen 
years   of   age    ran  the  engine   in   his  father's 


elevator  and  transacted  all  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  elevator,  stock-buying,  etc., 
for  three  years.  Wiien  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  bought  it  for  $5,600, 
going  in  debt  for  the  whole,  but  he  now  has 
ic  over  half  paid  and  stock  enough  to  pay 
the  remainder.  lie  is  now  engaged  in  daii'y- 
ing  and  stock-raising,  and  his  fine  farm  is 
known  as  the  Hillside  Stock  Farm.  He  also 
owns  a  hay-press,  whirh  he  runs  during  the 
winter,  and  during  the  winter  of  1890-'91  he 
bought  over  $2,000  worth  of  hay,  which  he 
shipped  mostly  to  LaCrosseon  contract.  lie  has 
forty-one  head  of  cattle,  twenty  of  which  are 
!nilch  cows,  graded  Durhams,  llolstein,  and 
also  two  imported  stallions,  one  a  Clyde  and 
the  other  a  Fi-ench  coach.  He  has  also  two 
fine  brood  mares,  a  Norman  and  a  Clyde.  In 
March,  1892,  he  purchased  a  Percheron  of 
Leonard  Johnson,  of  Northfield,  Minnesota, 
and  also  in  Octolier,  1891,  bought  the  "Mor- 
ris farm,''  at  $3,160.  Henry  xVnderson  is 
now  in  his  fifth  year  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Roberts.  During  the  winter  of  1891-'92  Mr. 
Roberts  baled  250  tons  of  hay. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  Octolier  27, 
1886.  to  Sarah  A.  Davis,  a  native  of  Oneida 
county,  iS'ew  Yoi-k,  who  came  with  lier 
widowed  mother  to  this  county  in  jS'ovem- 
ber,  1885.  They  have  one  daughter,  Edna 
Mary.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the 
Welsh  Methodist  Church,  and  politically  is 
a  Republican. 


;^ELIX  MEYER,  a  retired  farmer  of 
^?Fi;  Bangor,  was  born  in  Bulach,  Switzer- 
"^  land,  September  26.  1827,  a  mhi  of 
Henry  Meyer,  a  nati\-e  of  the  same  country. 
The  father  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States    in    1854,  settling   in     Dutch    Valley, 
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where  they  were  umoiig  the  early  settlers. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  survive,  namely:  tlie  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  Jacob,  who  lives  in  Bangor.  A 
sister,  Regula,  died  iu  Dutch  valley.  Tiie 
parents  both  died  in  1866,  and  were  buried 
in  the  Bangor  Cemetei'j. 

Felix  Meyer,  our  subject,  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Bangor 
and  engaged  in  raising  hops  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  years.  When  he  iiiist  settled  in 
Dutch  valley  the  Indians  and  wild  animals 
were  numerous,  and  he  has  frequently  seen 
wolves  in  pacljs  playing  on  the  prairie  like 
dogs.  He  was  married  in  1S60,  to  Margaret 
Lehmertz,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Lehmertz. 
She  was  a  native  of  Luxembourg,  Germany, 
but  came  with  her  parents  to  Sauk  county, 
"Wisconsin,  in  1855.  Both  her  parents  are 
now  deceased,  the  mother  dying  iu  Sauk 
county,  and  the  father  in  Winona  county, 
Minnesota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  have  had 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living, 
nanjely:  Mary,  born  February  18,  1861,  mar 
ried  Christian  Wolf,  of  Bangor,  Wisconsin, 
and  settled  in  Beadle  county,  South  Dakota; 
Emilie,  born  August  29,  1865,  married  Her- 
mann Bosshard,  of  Lake  Mills,  Jefferson 
county,  Wisconsin;  and  Edwin,  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1874,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Bangor 
high  school,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching 
school. 

Mr.  Meyer  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Supervisor,  Town  Treasurer  and  Assessor,  and 
in  his  political  views  is  independent.  He  is 
a  member  of  tlie  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Bangor 
Concordia  Society. 

fVAN   G.  JONES,  of  section  7,  Bangor 
township,  was    born    in    North    Wales, 
March  8,  1821,  a   son    of    John    Jones, 
deceased,  a  native  of  the  same  couuti-y.     Our 


subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
but  a  limited  education,  as  there  was  no 
schools  in  his  neighborhood.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1849,  settling  in  Oneida 
county,  Xew  York,  with  his  brother  Hugh 
G.  Jones,  who  had  preceded  him  ten  or 
twelve  years.  There  he  farmed  until  1865, 
when  lie  came  to  this  county  and  lived  one 
year  on  Fish  creek,  and  then  settled  on  the 
farm  adjoining  his  present  place  on  the  west, 
just  across  the  line  in  Hamilton  township. 
He  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1873,  where 
he  makes  the  raising  of  sheep  and  hogs  his 
principal  business,  and  where  he  owns  355 
acres. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  Marcii  9,  1853,  to  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Evan  Thomas,  deceased.  She 
was  born  in  North  Wales,  also,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1851.  They  have  six 
children:  John  J.,  Elizabeth,  William  O., 
Richard  M.,  Henry  G.  and  Jennie  C.  Eliza- 
iieth  married  Thomas  Jones,  of  Leon,  Monroe 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  has  two  children: 
Archie  M.  and  Walter  O.;  William  married 
Cora  Carlyle,  lives  in  Aberdeen,  Brown  county. 
South  Dakota,  and  has  one  child,  Lloyd  C. 
The  three  youngest  are  single  and  at  home. 
John  was  married  Init  lost  his  wife  by  death, 
and  now  lives  in  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Welsh  Pres- 
byterian  Church. 


■^jEV.  HUGH  M.  PUGH,  D.  D.,  pastor  of 
^v  the  Bangor  Welsh  Presbyterian  Church, 
""^^  and  also  of  the  churches  at  Fish  Creek 
and  Mound  Prairie,  was  born  in  Dolgelly, 
Merionethshire,  North  Wales,  Marcli  1,1889. 
He  attended  school  in  London,  Oswestry  and 
Bala,  England,  and  his  first  pastorate  was  at 
AVolverhampton    and    Bilston,  Staffordshire, 
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England,  where  he  was  onlained  into  the  work 
of  tlie  gospel  ministry  in  J  line,  ISGO.  He 
passed  a  ci'itical  exatninatioii  in  biblical 
criticisms  and  interpretations,  systematic  and 
historical,  and  in  ecclesiastical  history.  11  is 
examiners  were  the  eminent  Welsh  divines 
Kev.  Owen  Thomas,  I).  D.,  and  lingh  Jones, 
D.  D.,  of  Liverpool,  and  lie  now  holds  the  cer- 
titicate  they  gave  him.  Mr.  Pngh  emigi-ated 
to  America  in  1872,  and  tirst  preached  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  also  in 
Chicago  three  months.  He  was  called  to  his 
present  pastorate  in  1873,  where  his  intlnenee 
and  ability  are  recognized  in  the  Welsh  Pres- 
byterian Synod  of  this  State.  He  has  been 
Moderator  of  the  State  Synod,  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  E.xaniiners.  At  the  session 
of  the  Synod  in  June,  1891,  held  at  Colum- 
bus, Wisconsin,  he  delivered  an  able  address 
with  great  power  at  the  ordination  services  of 
one  of  their  young  ministers.  The  title  of 
D.  D.  was  conferred  lipon  him  at  Galesville 
University,  at  Galesville,  Wisconsin,  June 
24,  1891,  and  is  the  third  Welshman  upon 
whom  this  university  has  conferred  the  honor. 
The  l)octor  was  married  (Jctober  28,  1874, 
to  Jennie  E.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Davis,  now  deceased.  She  was  born  in  Wales. 
but  was  brought  to  the  United  States  when  an 
infant  and  reared  in  Oneida  county,  Xew 
York.    Slie  is  an  educated  and  cultured  lady. 


tP.  McMillan,  superintendent  of  the 
Brush  Electric  Ligiit  &  Power  ( Vim- 
-.-  *  P'lny-  of  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  Can 
ada,  February  1,  1846,  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Isabella  (Sutherland)  McMillan,  natives  of 
the  Dominion,  of  Scotch  descent.  The  father 
was  a  millwright  by  trade  and  also  followed 
agricultural   pursuits;  he  came  to  La  Crosse 


county  in  1867  and  opened  a  farm  in  Camp- 
bell township.  Scarcely  a  year  had  passed 
wlien  he  uu't  with  death  by  drowning;  alight- 
ing tVoin  a  ti'ain  ot'  cars  lie  was  knocked 
senseless,  and  fell  into  a  pool,  suffocating  be- 
fore consciousness  retu)'ned.  This  sad  accident 
occurred  April  8,  18()8. 

A.  P.  McMillan  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
sons  and  four  dauglitrrs.  He  received  a 
Common-school  eilucation.  in  Canada,  and 
came  "\Yest  with  his  parents  in  January,  1867; 
worked  in  the  pinery  twelve  winters,  the 
first  two  summers  of  that  time  on  the  farm, 
arid  four  summers  spent  in  Clark  county. 
He  also  worked  four  or  five  summers  for  the 
La  Crosse  Gas  Light  Company;  afterward 
engaged  by  Mae,  Ritchie  &  Nichol,  of  Chi- 
cago, as  calker  on  the  first  contract  of  water 
pipe  laid  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  in  1876, 
also  the  following  year;  the  s])ring  of  1879, 
went  to  Mankato,  Minnesota,  to  work  on  the 
tir.-t  water  Jiipe  laid  there;  November  1,  1879, 
he  went  to  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  having 
charge  of  the  pipe  work  tlieiv  until  it  was 
finished;  l.)ecember  1,  1879,  he  went  to  New 
Orleans,  to  work  on  tlu^  main  line,  until 
March  1,  1880;  then  took  charge  of  the  stand- 
pijie  connection,  als()  the  setting  of  the  hy- 
drants; got  through  with  the  work  Jlay  10, 
1880,  came  to  La  Crosse  for  a  week's  vaca- 
tion, then  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  to 
pump  for  puddlitig  jiurposes,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  tlie  resei'voirs;  remained  in  St.  Joseph 
until  the  latter  part  of  September,  when  lie 
wa^  obliged  to  <jnit  on  account  of  fever  and 
ague,  coming  back  to  La  Crosse.  The  latter 
part  of  Octciber,  1880,  he  went  to  work  for 
Ml'.  James  Manchester,  to  lay  the  suction 
i)ipe  and  make  connections  with  the  jiuinps. 
Then  he  went  to  his  native  liiniie,  during  the 
winters  of  1880-'81,  and  returned  to  La  Crosse 
in  April,  1881,  and  worked  on  the  di'aw- 
i)ridu:e  for  sevci'al  months;    he   then    went   in 
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the  ronnd-honse  at  Tracy,  Minnesota,  and 
after  two  inontlis  journeyed  to  New  Mexico, 
lie  returned  to  La  Crosse  in  1884,  and  in 
])artnersliip  with  John  D.  Galliford,  con- 
tracted for  and  laid  two  miles  of  gas-pipe  in 
La  Crosse;  1885  was  spent  in  work  on  the 
water- works.  He  began  his  present  business 
in  1885,  a  position  which  he  is  well  fitted  to 
fill.  He  has  made  seven  return  trips  to  La 
Crosse,  since  first  leaving,  and  since  1885 
has  been  a  settled  resident  of  the  city. 

Mr.  McMillan  was  married  in  1885,  to 
Miss  Katie  Hoffman,  a  daughter  of  John  J. 
and  Margaret  Hoffman,  natives  of  Germany. 
Mrs.  McMillan  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Anna, 
wife  of  Alt'.  Hart;  Henry,  and  Lizzie;  the 
oldest  son,  Joseph,  was  drowned  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi, at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McMillan  are  the  parents  of  two  prom- 
ising children:  Isabella  Margaret  and  Marion 
Elizabeth. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church.  Mr.  McMillan  is  an  honored 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  poli- 
tics adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can ]:>arty. 

J^EXRY  II.  SLYE,  a  well-known  early 
irSl  ^'^'''^l^i"  ^^  fl*®  Lewis  valley  and  a  highly 
*^i(s  respected  citizen  of  Miudoro,  Wiscon- 
sin, is  eminently  deserving  of  appropriate 
mention  in  the  pages  of  this  work.  Indeed, 
a  history  of  La  Crosse  county  would  be  in- 
complete did  it  not  contain  a  biography  of 
liim . 

Ileni-y  H.  Slye  was  born  in  Livingston 
county.  New  York,  July  16,  1821.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Slye,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  New  York;  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  for  services  rendered  received  a 


pension  during  the  lattei'  years  of  his  life. 
Benjamin  Slye  was  a  son  of  Joshua  Slye,  a 
native  of  Canada.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Mary 
Ueed.  She  was  a  native  of  Maine  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Reed,  who  was  a  son  of 
English  parents.  Henry  II.  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  when  bis  parents  moved  to  Oak- 
land county,  Michigan,  and  settled  near 
Pontiac,  where  tliey  lived  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1848  they  moved  to  Scott  county, 
Iowa,  locating  near  Le  Claire,  and  lived  there 
six  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they 
moved  to  Lewis  valley.  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  here  the  parents  spent  the 
residue  of  their  lives  and  died,  the  mother 
passing  away  May  6,  1863,  and  the  father 
April  23,  1885,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  He  had  been  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and 
five  daughters. 

Henry  H.  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
Scott  county,  Iowa,  and  worked  at  it  for 
some  time.  Of  later  years,  however,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  milling.  In  this  business 
he  has  had  an  extensive  experience.  He 
owns  a  good  mill  on  Fleming  creek  in  Lewis 
valley,  and  during  the  many  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  has  done  a  flourishing  business 
and  has  won  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His 
moilern  and  artistic  cottage  home  was  built 
by  himself.  It  is  26x26  feet,  with  an  L 
13x22  feet;  is  one  story  with  cupola,  and  is 
located  half  a  mile  from  Mindoro.  He  owns 
twenty  acres  of  rich  bottom  hind  near  the 
mill. 

Mr.  Slye  has  lieen  married  twice.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Luciiida  C.  Butler,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  daughter  of  Or- 
man  and  Lydia  Butler.  To  them  were  given 
three  children,  namely:   Earnest  H.,  wlm  was 
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born  August  7,  1851,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  carjien- 
ter  by  trade;  Frank  M.,  born  January  31, 
1859,  mai-ried  Xoi'a  Robinson  and  now  li\es 
at  Bridgeport,  Alabama;  and  Nettie  E.,  born 
February  6.  1860,  is  the  wife  of  C.  N.  Her- 
ried,  of  McPherson  county.  South  Dakota, 
and  has  two  children:  Grace  May  and  Roscoe 
C.  Mrs.  Slye  died  in  May,  1861.  June 
29,  1867,  Mr.  Slye  was  married  to  his  present 
companion.  Her  maiden  Tiame  was  Sarah 
A.  Albright  and  the  date  of  her  birth  was 
July  15,  1844,  Ohio  being  Jier  native  State. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  in  Iowa  atid 
Minnesota,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement. At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Slye  she  was  tlie  widow  of  Wei  moth 
Folsom,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Almond. 
By  her  present  husband  she  has  three  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Ida  F.,  born  October  7,  1870,  is 
the  wife  of  J.  M.  Jones,  of  Mindoro,  and  has 
two  children:  Cecil  May  and  Rose  Maria; 
Leroy  H.,  born  January  6,  1873;  and  Arthur 
D.,  born  December  14,  1877.  Mrs.  Slye 
wasa  member  of  tlie  Christian  Advent  Church 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  his  relitrious  be- 
lief Mr.  Slye  is  broad  and  liberal.  Politically 
he  affiliated  with  tlie  Republican  i-arty  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  is  now  a  third-party 
man.  Time  has  dealt  gently  with  him,  and 
although  past  seventy  he  is  still  hale  and 
hearty. 


PAVID  FRANK  POWELL,  M.  D.— 
The  life  of  White  Beaver,  as  Dr.  Pow- 
ell is  popularly  known,  bears  all  the 
lights  and  shades  of  a  frontier  romance,  and 
his  personal  characteristics  are  as  varied  as 
the  traits  of  his  ancestors.  In  his  vt-ins  he 
has  the  blood  of  three  races,  each  of  whom 
has  imparted   to  him   a  distinct  peculiarity; 


his  mother  was  possessed  of  rich  mental  en- 
dowment, and  was  the  ihuuditer  of  a  full- 
blooded  Indian,  Meilicine  Chief,  of  the  Seneca 
tribe;  her  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Tomp- 
kins family,  ^and  was  born  in  Tompkins 
coutity,  New  York,  the  county  being  named 
after  her  people;  she  was  married  to  Dr. 
C.  H.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  of 
Highland  Scotch  descent;  they  l)ecame  ac- 
quainted while  Miss  Tompkins  was  with  her 
father  on  a  hunting  excursion  in  New  York 
near  Seneca  Lake.  After  their  marriage  they 
went  to  Kentucky  and  settled  on  the  Ken- 
tucky river.  Dr.  Powell  was  a  higlily  edu- 
cated gentleman,  speaking  several  different 
languages,  and  a  physician  of  high  reputa- 
tion. Mrs.  Powell  is  reputed  to  have  been  a 
woman  of  e.xtraordinary  beauty;  she  inherited 
a  liking  for  botany,  and  acquired  an  excep- 
tional knowledge  of  the  medical  properties  of 
all  plant  life;  she  became  a  great  assistance 
to  her  husl)and,  and  was  herself  often  called 
as  a  physician  She  was  a  woman  of  strong 
magnetism,  courageous,  firm  and  self-reliant, 
yet  sympathetic,  generous  and  gentle.  These 
ti'aits  are  impressed  upon  her  children,  as 
well  as  upon  her  grand-children  who  show 
the  same  distinguishing  peculiarities.  There 
were  four  branches  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  to 
which  Mrs.  Powell  belonged:  The  Beaver, 
Wolf,  Bear  and  Turtle;  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Beaver  clan.  Her  grandfather,  a  firm 
friend  of  the  white  man,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  i-eceiving  his  death  wound 
in  1779. 

Dr.  David  F.  Powell  was  b(_)rn  at  the  Ken- 
tucky home.  May  25,  1847.  He  had  no 
e.irly  educational  advantages  except  those 
given  liim  Ijy  his  parents  in  their  own  log 
catun;  they  wei-e  both  excellent  teachers, 
however,  and  imparted  to  him  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  fundamental  principles.  In 
1855    the    father    died,   and    soon    after   this 
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event  Mrs.  Powell  disposed  of  her  property, 
and  went  with  lier  tliree  children  to  New 
York,  wliere  her  parents  were  living,  at  an 
advanced  age.  She  settled  about  thirty  miles 
from  Ithaca,  and  eiii^aged  in  fanning,  but 
met  with  indifferent  success.  After  a  few 
years  she  started  with  her  family,  for  the 
great  West;  they  stopped  in  Chicago,  wliere 
Frank  Powell  secured  a  position  in  a  drug 
store,  remaining  there  two  years.  The 
mother  then  decided  to  make  another  change, 
and  tliis  time  pushed  on  to  Omaha,  where 
P'rank  again  secured  a  situation  as  clerk  in  a 
large  drug  store  belonging  to  Dr.  James  K. 
Ish;  in  this  position  his  efficiency  and  skill 
were  soon  recognized  by  Dr.  Ish,  wlio 
gave  him  a  full  partnersliip  interest 
in  the  establishment.  The  firm  of  Ish  & 
Powell  developed  a  large  business  in  the 
preparation  of  family  medicines,  which  they 
supplied  to  nearly  all  the  Territories.  Al- 
though our  subject  was  fortunately  situated, 
the  other  members  of  the  family  were  unset- 
tled; the  mother  and  two  sons,  George  and 
William,  purchased  a  large  ti'act  of  land  on 
the  Platte  river  in  Nebraska,  near  Lone  Tree. 
Here  Mrs.  Powell  remained  the  latter  ])art  of 
her  life,  giving  counsel  to  her  children  and 
every  possible  assistance  until  she  was  called 
to  the  great  beyond,  her  death  occurring  in 
IST'J.  The  sons  with  their  own  hands  made 
her  a  grave  under  the  Cottonwood  trees,  and 
gently  and  lovingly  consigned  her  mortal  re- 
mains to  the  elements. 

While  conducting  a  jn-osperous  business  in 
Omaha,  Dr.  Powell  usually  spent  two  months 
of  the  year  on  the  ranch  with  his  family.  Of 
a  wild  and  adventurous  nature,  he  attracted 
to  himself  such  kindred  s|)irits  as  I'uffalo 
Bill,  California  Joe,  Wild  P-ill,  Peon  Paller- 
day,  old  man  Platte,  the  Ut'slian  family, 
Texas  Jack,  and  a  linndivil  other  heroes. 
These  braves  soon    discovered    in    the    yoiinc 


doctor  a  daring  heart,  a  generosity  and  kind- 
ness, and  a  skill  in  medicine  that  was  unsur- 
passed upon  the  frontier.  These  adinirable 
traits  won  innumeralJe  friends,  an<l  their 
constancy  has  always  held  them. 

To  describe  in  detail  all  the  adventures  in 
which  Dr.  Powell  was  a  prominent  figure, 
would  take  us  entirely  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  sketch,  in  fact  would  fill  a  volume.  One 
thrilling  experience,  briefly  related,  is  as  fol- 
lows: In  1863,  while  Dr.  Powell  was  out  hunt- 
ing with  the  eldei'  Keshan  and  a  party,  their 
attention  was  attracted  to  a  band  of  Arap- 
ahoes  in  command  of  Chief  Friday,  on  Sweet- 
water river;  the  Indians  came  upon  them 
suddenly,  but  not  until  hasty  action  permit- 
ted Powell's  party  to  corral  their  horses  and 
make  a  sudden  stand  in  a  buffalo  wallow;  the 
Indians  numbered  fully  100  warriors  and 
were  well  armed  with  rifles  and  pistols, 
which  fortunately  they  were  not  expert 
in  using.  The  fight  was  very  spirited  in 
the  beginning,  and  for  a  time  the  result 
appeared  doubtful  for  the  hunters.  Their 
horses  were  shot  down,  and  of  their  dead 
bodies  they  made  a  barricade,  keeping  up  the 
defense  one  day,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
the  Indians  drew  out  of  range,  intending  to 
starve  the  beleaguered  party;  provisions,  how- 
ever, were  almndant,  but  their  supply  of  wa- 
ter liad  been  exhausted  in  dressing  wounds 
on  the  flrst  day  of  the  battle.  Thirst  now  be- 
came an  enemy  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
Indians.  No  one  was  determined  what  to 
do  until  Dr.  Powell  spoke,  who  said:  "I  will 
decide  the  battle;  better  die  at  once  than 
linger  in  parching  tliir.-t  and  the  terrible 
stencil  of  these  dead  horses."  "Well,  what 
shall  you  do?"  was  asked  him.  -Do?  Why. 
charge  the  red  devils  and  trust  to  luck;  fiJ- 
low  me,  who  will."'  These  words  had  scarcely 
left  his  lips  when  he  leaped  the  breast- works 
and  dashed   oft'  to   the   river.      With   terrible 
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yells  the  Indians  piirsiieil  him,  and  the  soene 
tiiat  followed  may  be  better  imagined  than 
described.  A  tierce  conflict  occurred  between 
the  two  bands,  in  which  so  many  Indians 
were  killed  that  the  remainder  withdrew,  and 
let  the  brave  hunters  pass  on  to  the  river. 
Tiie  wounded  were  attended  to  by  Dr.  Pow 
el!,  with  such  skill  that  only  one  died  from 
injuries  received;  four  of  the  party  were 
killed  outright.  The  first  Indian  killed  by 
the  Doctor  was  Walking  Crane,  a  most  re- 
nowned savage  among  the  Arapahoes.  It 
was  not  long  after  this  encountei'  that  the 
Doctor  was  attacked  by  twenty  or  more 
Siou.x,  and  came  out  of  the  tight  victorious, 
seven  of  the  Indians  being  killed  and  as  inany 
more  wounded. 

Being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  even 
at  this  early  age.  Dr.  Powell  was  appointed 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  for  Nebraska, 
Colorado  and  Wyoming,  and  in  18()9  con- 
ferred the  Master's  degree  upon  Bntt'alo  Bill, 
at  Platte  Valley  Lodge,  Cottonwood  Springs. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1S69,  although  he 
had  never  attended  a  school  for  one  day,  he 
submitted  to  a  competitive  e.xamination  with 
thirteen  other  candidates  for  a  beneficiary 
scholarship  in  the  University  of  Louisville. 
With  all  the  chances  against  him,  he  carrieil 
off  the  honors,  and  was  admitted  to  the  col- 
lege upon  the  scholarship.  He  spent  two 
years  in  the  medical  department,  doing  jan- 
itor service  to  pay  his  expenses.  Before 
graduating  he  was  made  assistant  demonstra- 
tor of  anatomy,  and  upon  finishing  his  course 
he  was  pressed  to  take  a  professorship.  This 
he  declined  to  do,  and  accepted  the  proffer  of 
a  position  as  Post  Surgeon  in  the  department 
of  the  Platte  river.  In  I'ecognition  of  his 
superior  ability,  he  was  chosen  valedictorian 
of  his  class  in  college,  and  acquitted  himself 
with  such  merit  that  his  address  was  printed 
in  many  of    the  leading   newspapei's  of   that 


day.  Although  the  Doctor  recognizes  the 
aihantages  of  a  medical  training,  he  attrib- 
utes the  most  of  his  success  to  the  teachings 
of  his  mother. 

While  a  student  in  Louisville,  Dr.  Powell 
passed  through  the  unpleasant  experience  of 
fighting  a  duel  with  Dr.  Lewis  Oppenheimer, 
a  member  of  the  college  faculty;  many  ac- 
counts of  the  affair  were  published  at  the 
time  which  were  not  correct.  A  bitter 
feeling  arose  l)etween  the  two  gentlemen,  on 
account  of  a  supposed  insult  which  had  lieen 
offered  a  lady  (if  tlieir  acquaintance,  and 
therefore,  according  to  the  ethics  of  Ken- 
tucky aristocracy.  Dr.  Powell  sent  a  challenge 
to  Dr.  Oppenheimer,  which  was  accepted. 
The  latter  is  still  living,  and  is  practicing  his 
profession  in  Indiana. 


,^EjNUY  S.  ROBERTS  is  one  of  that 
■;j|^H|  sturdy  band  of  pioneers  who  converted 
"^(1  the  wild  lands  of  La  Crosse  county  into 
the  fertile  farms  which  extend  from  border 
to  border.  Aiding  in  this  work,  he  is  justly 
entitled  to  the  space  which  has  been  cheer- 
fully accorded  him  in  this  record  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  La  Crosse  county.  lie 
was  born  in  the  county  of  York,  Maine,  May 
23,  183(3,  and  is  a  son  of  Moses  and  Catherine 
(Guilford)  Roberts,  natives  of  the  same 
county;  the  father,  of  Welsh  ancestry,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812;  and  the  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Guilford,  served  in  the 
Revolution;  he  lived  to  be  ninety-eight  years 
of  age,  and  his  wife  ninety-six.  Moses  Rob- 
erts was  a  farmer,  and  in  politics  a  Whig. 

When  H.  S.  Roberts  was  eleven  years  old 
his  father  died,  and  he  ^vas  thus  thrown  at  an 
early  age  upon  his  own  resources.  He  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  was  trained  in  agricultni-al  pui'suits.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  came  West  witii 
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liis  mother  and  a  brother  and  sister;  the 
mother  died  at  the  liome  of  her  son  H.  S., 
March  20,  1892,  at  tlie  age  of  ninoty-four 
years.  The  brother,  Josiah,  died  in  Califor- 
nia; and  the  sister,  Louisa,  is  the  wife  of  J. 
C.  Endicott,  of  Farmington. 

Our  subject  settled  in  Farmington  town- 
ship, ]ja  Crosse  county,  in  1854,  and  for  many 
years  lived  on  a  farm  in  section  3,  township 
18,  range  6. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  he  was  one 
of  tlie  first  men  to  volunteer  his  services, 
enlisting  in  Octobei-,  1801,  in  Cotnpaiij'  G, 
United  States  Sharpshooters.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  most  important  engage- 
ments of  tlie  war,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  of 
Gettysburg  and  the  Wilderness.  At  Charles 
City  Cross  Roads,  in  the  seven  days'  fight,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  small  of  the  back,  and 
also  had  a  severe  attack  of  lung  fever;  he 
was  promoted  Commissary  Sergeant,  and 
held  that  otiice  while  he  remained  in  the 
service.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
October,  18(3-1:,  after  which  he  returned  to 
this  County.  In  1S66  he  obtained  the  con- 
tract of  carrying  the  mail  from  La  Ci'osse  to 
Black  River  Falls,  for  a  j)eriod  of  four  years, 
and  during  this  time  he  resided  in  La  Crosse, 
on  the  corner  of  Badger  and  North  Si.xth 
streets,  owning  the  property,  which  he  after- 
wards sold. 

At  the  end  of  tiiis  period  he  returned  to 
liis  old  farm,  which  he  afterwards  sold.  His 
present  farm  contains  262  acres  of  well  im- 
proved land;  he  has  erected  neat  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  the  whole  place  has  an 
air  of  thrift  and  prosperity.  The  house,  on  a 
fine  building  site,  is  16  x  26  feet,  one  and 
onedialf  stories  high,  with  a  wing  16x24  feet 
and  one  story  high,  and  an  aildition  14x2(1 
feet  and  one  story  hii^h. 

iMr.  Roberts  was  united    in    marriage  Sep- 


tember 20,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza  Babcock,  who 
was  born  May  11,  1845,  in  Onondaga  county, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Godfrey  S.  and 
Amelia  (Diffin)  Babcock:  her  father,  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  died  in  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years; 
and  her  mother,  a  native  of  county  Donegal, 
Ireland,  died  in  Dodge  county,  this  State, 
aged  forty-one  years.  When  a  child.  Mrs. 
Roberts  was  brought  to  Wisconsin,  and  she 
was  educated  at  GalesviUe,  this  State,  and  was 
a  very  popular  teacher  before  her  marriage. 
Her  brother,  Azariah  Babcock,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  in  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  and  was  killed  by  a  shot  at  Vicks- 
burg.  By  his  death  he  left  a  widow  and 
three  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have 
six  children:  Herbert  II.,  Homer,  Hattie, 
attending  commercial  college  at  La  Crosse; 
Ray  L.,  Olive  and  Floyd  Wayne. 

Our  Worthy  subject  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  that  body  in  this  county. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors; 
he  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township, 
as  District  Clerk  for  many  years  and  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  Nelson  Quygle  Post,  No.  233,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  that  or- 
ganization. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  are  not 
members  of  any  religious  denomination,  but 
attend  and  contribute  liberally  to  the  support 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for 
some  time  Mr.  Roberts  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sabbath-school  at 
Burr  Oak. 

^-^^-^^^^^'^'^'^ 

|m|NTON  J.  BRUIIA,  general  merchant, 
wTOft  La  Crosse,  was  born  in  this  citj',  March 
^=^^  28,  1856,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Cathrina 
(Peshek)    Bruha,    natives  of  Bohemia,    near 
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Leipsic.  The  father,  a  fanner,  came  to 
America  in  1S60,  settlinir  in  Wafliingtmi 
township,  La  Crosse  countj.  He  lunl  a  sun 
and  a  daughter  born  in  Bohemia  and  twi.) 
sons  and  a  daughter  in  this  country.  Frank, 
the  eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Winona,  Mint-.e- 
sota;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Kasimour; 
Joseph,  a  carpenter  by  trade;  and  August 
and  Minnie,  at  iiome. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Bruha  is  a  young  man  of  briijflit 
prospects,  stands  Iiigldy  in  the  estimation  of 
all  who  know  him,  is  a  Su])ervisor  of  the 
Eighteenth  AVard  of  La  Crosse,  and  is  highly 
respected  as  a  meml)er  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. 


fROFESSOR  JOSEPIKTS  L.  WAL- 
LACE.— Among  the  prominent  and 
honored  institutions  of  the  city  of  La 
Crosse,  whose  history  has  run  parallel 
with  the  progress  of  the  place  for  the  past 
si.xteen  years,  is  that  of  the  La  Crosse  Busi- 
ness College.  The  range  of  studies  is  broad 
and  comprehensive  and  everything  is  done 
by  the  able  corps  of  teachers,  not  only  to  aid 
pupils  in  their  special  studies,  but  also  to 
stimulate  in  them  a  love  of  learnincr.  Being 
generously  equipped  tiie  institution  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  attractive  and  benefi- 
cent institutions  of  the  city,  and  those  who 
finish  a  course  there  are  well  equipped  to 
fight  the  battle  of  life  for  themselves. 

Prof,  Wallace  was  born  in  Westchester 
county.  New  York  <.)ctober  18,  1844,  to 
William  F.  and  Mary  (Gale)  Wallace,  the 
former  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  the 
latter  a  native  of  New  York  and  of  Dutcdi 
extraction.  After  coming  to  the  United 
States  the  father  learned  the  calling  of  a 
paper-maker  in  Pennsylvania,  and  this  call- 
ing continued    to  receive  his  attention   after 


moving  to  Racine,  Wisconsin,  in  iS-jf),  and 
also  aftci-  taking  up  bis  abode  in  Milwaukee. 
lie  died  in  this  city  in  l^oS,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years,  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian ehnrcli,  and  bis  wiilo\v  died 
July  14,  ISSl),  ;x  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  cbureh,  and  was  buried 
on  bet  seventy-eighth  birthday.  They  had 
four  children:  Charles  E.,  who  died  in  early 
childhood;  Josephus  L.  and  two  that  died  in 
infancy.  Professctr  Wallace  was  educated  in 
New  York  city,  where  he  successfully  passed 
through  a  very  severe  course  of  study,  after 
which  he  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Wisconsin,  his  first  term  being  taught  in 
1860.  He  continued  a  teacher  of  the  public 
schools  until  1875,  when  he  bought  the  La 
Crosse  Business  College,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  with  the  best  results.  In  him  are 
strikingly  e.\emplified  those  characteristics 
and  principles  which  conduce  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  positions  demanding  the  display  of 
ujuch  mental  ability;  and  the  superior  manner 
in  which  he  has  performed  his  duties  as  bead 
of  the  La  Crosse  Business  College,  has  made 
his  school  a  very  popular  one.  He  has  a 
branch  college  at  Siou.x  Flails,  South  Dakota, 
which  has  been  in  progress  for  the  past  five 
years  and  compares  favorably  in  size  and 
patronage  with  the  La  Crosse  college.  A 
good, sound  business  education  cait  be  acquir- 
ed in  an  incredibly  short  time  and  the  i-ates 
of  tuition  are  within  the  reach  of  all. 
Thousands  of  young  men  and  women  have 
been  his  pupils  and  many  are  tilling  places  of 
honor  and  responsibility.  During  the  thirty- 
one  years  of  his  career  as  a  pedagogue  he 
has  taught  in  Milwaid<ee,  Eagle,  Ocononowoc 
and  La  Crosse  only,  and  takes  high  rank  as 
one  of  the  educators  of  the  State.  The 
curriculum  of  his  college  embraces  book- 
keeping, commercial  law,  penmanship,  busi- 
ness   arithmetic,    grammar,    history    of    the 


BWGRAPHTOAL    HISTORY. 


United  States,  geography,  spellinij,  business 
correspondence,  making  and  handling  of  all 
kinds  of  business  papers,  stenography,  type- 
writing, besides  other  minor  branches.  His 
work  is  eminently  practical  and  the  students 
often  try  law  cases:  have  their  judges,  juries, 
lawyers  etc.  In  1869  Professor  Wallace  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  J.  Pittman,  daughter 
of  Tliomas  W.  Pittman  of  Eagle,  Wisconsin. 
They  have  two  children:  William  P.  and 
Binnie  P.,  the  latter  being  a  teacher  of 
stenography  and  type-writing  in  the  college. 
Mrs.  Wallace  died  in  July,  1876,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years.  Professor  Wallace  takes 
but  little  interest  in  politics,  Imt  usually  votes 
the  Republican  ticket. 

Jl^rg^ILLIAM  GAVIN,  one  of  the  promi- 
7il|y^1|  ncnt  agriculturists  of  Farmington 
[■^^ojfe^  township,  has  been  a  resident  of  La 
Crosse  county  bince  1850.  lie  is  a  native  of 
county  Mayo,  Ireland,  born  May  2,  1833, 
and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  (Burke) 
Gavin,  who  were  also  natives  of  county  Mayo. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Gavin,  be- 
longed to  the  Gavin  family  of  county  Mayo, 
who  were  highly  respected  citizens  of  that 
section  of  country.  When  William  Gavin 
was  an  infant  of  eighteen  months,  his  parents 
emigrated  to  America,  first  settling  in  Penn- 
sylvania; thence  they  removed  to  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia,  wliere  the  father  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  yeai's.  ()iir  subject  was 
reared  in  Delaware  county.  Pennsylvania, 
receiving  bis  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  a  thorough  training  in  agricul- 
tui-e. 

In  185*')  he  joined  the  caravan  of  emigi-ants 
moving  to  tiie  frontiei-,  and  settleil  in  Pa 
Crosse  county;  the  journey  was  made  by  rail- 
road   to    Galena,    Illinois,    and    thence    to    La 


Crosse  by  river.  He  purchased  land  in  Lewis 
valley,  which  he  improved  and  finally  devel- 
oped into  a  good  farm  ;  he  lived  on  this  place, 
which  he  still  owns  until  1881,  when  he 
bought  his  farm  in  Farmington  township. 
He  and  his  sons  own  320  acres,  well  improved 
with  substantial  buildings  and  in  an  advanced 
state  of  cultivation.  Tlie  residence,  a  two- 
story  structure,  was  built  by  Michael  Moloy, 
and  is  a  very  comfortable  dwelling;  the  Vjarns 
and  sheds  are  convenient,  and  the  entire  place 
wears  an  air  of  thrift  that  reflects  credit  upon 
the  owner.  Mr.  Gavin  has  given  especial 
attention  to  the  dairy  business,  and  keeps 
about  twenty  cows  for  this  purpose. 

He  was  united  in  marriage,  Xovember  8, 
1855,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss 
Sarah  McQuigen,  a  native  of  county  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(D(inely)  McQuigen,  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McQuigen  never  left 
their  own  country;  both  are  now  deceased. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gavin  have  been  born  eight 
children:  Perry,  William,  Jr.,  Anna  Sarah, 
John,  a  resident  of  Washington  State; 
Mary  and  Elizabeth,  twins;  George,  also  in 
Washington,  and  Edward;  the  two  older  sons 
live  on  portions  of  the  home  farm;  they  are 
both  married.  The  entire  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Gavin  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  gives  a  cordial  support  to  those 
enterprises  which  are  originated  for  the  bene- 
tit  of  the  general  public. 


fOIIN  CAPPER  was  born  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives,  near  Stevenstown, 
Holland  township.  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  June  21,  1856,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  the  neighborhood. 
A  sketch  of  bis  life  will  be  found  of   interest 
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to  many,  and,  briefly  given,  it  is  as  t'oUow.s: 
Ml-.  Capper  comes  of  Scotcli  Irisli  parents. 
His  father,  William  Capper,  was  born  in 
1817,  at  Warrenstown,  near  Belfast,  county 
Down,  Irelanti,  son  of  James  Capper.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  at  his  native  place 
and  there  learned  tlie  trade  of  weaver.  In 
September,  1837,  lie  married  Mary  Jane 
Russell,  a  native  of  the  same  place  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Isabella  (CTi-ahaiii) 
Russell.  In  1847  he  and  his  wife  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  where 
they  remained  nntil  1853,  when  they  came  to 
Wisconsin  and  took  a  Government  claim, 
the  same  land  on  which  John  Capper  now 
lives.  William  Capper  was  among  the  first 
settlers  in  this  neighborhood,  and  here  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life  and  died.  He  and 
his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Those  living  are:  James, 
who  lives  in  Burns  township,  this  county; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kane,  of  Farinington  town- 
ship; Robert  Henry,  of  Holland  township; 
and  John,  whose  name  appears  aliove.  The 
father  was  a  man  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  spent  his  life  engaged  in 
agricultural  pnrsnits;  was  in  politics  a  Repub- 
lican; in  religion  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England.  His  widow  still  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  with  her  sou  John,  where  she 
enjoys  all  the  comforts  of  life  in  her  declining 
years. 

John  Capper  was  reared  here,  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and,  like 
many  of  the  early  residents  here,  had  some 
experience  in  working  in  the  woods.  He 
was  married,  April  18,  1880,  to  Miss  Kate 
Harmon,  a  native  of  Maine.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Harmon,  also  a  native  of  Maine, 
and  now  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county,  and 
in  Lewis  valley,  this  county,  she  was  reared. 
Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sylven- 
dia  Cxuilford,  was  born  in  that  State,  and  died 


here  in  ISS'J.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harmon  had  a 
family  of  nine  (diildreii,  five  of  wiiom  are 
living.  JLr.  Capper  and  his  wife  have  tour 
children,  viz.:  ^laiul  Elizabeth,  Minnie  Syl- 
vendia,  Edith  Myra   and  John  Edwin,  twins. 

Mr.  Capper  has  a  farm  of  24:5  acres.  His 
modern  residence  was  erected  in  1890,  and  is 
located  on  the  Galesville  and  Steveiistovvii 
road.  This  liorae,  beautifully  situated  on  a 
natural  building  site,  is  shaded  by  pine  trees 
that  were  set  out  by  the  owner's  father.  A 
wind  pump,  sul)staiitial  farm  buildings,  good 
fences,  etc.,  are  among  the  other  iniprove- 
ments  on  this  place,  and  everything  is  kept 
in  first-class  oi-der.  Aside  from  his  general 
farming  Mr.  Capper  is  also  engaged  in 
operating  a  thresher.  He  owns  a  good 
machine  and  for  ten  years  has  run  it  success- 
fully during  the  autumn  season. 

In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 

jLE  EVESON.  one  of  the  popular,  in- 
telligent and  successful  citizens  of 
•W^  Mindoro  township,  La  Crosse  county, 
Wisconsin,  dates  his  arrival  here  in  1868. 
He  is  well  known  throughout  this  part  of  the 
connty,  and  merits  appropriate  mention  in  its 
history.  Briefly  given,  a  review  of  his  life 
is  as  follows: 

Ole  Eveson  was  born  in  Norway,  Cctober 
18,  1850,  son  of  Evan  Larson  and  Carrie 
(Emensen)  Larson.  His  parents,  natives  of 
Norway,  were  reared  and  married  in  tliat 
country.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  a 
babe,  and  left  tliree  other  children:  Gester, 
Andrew  and  Louis.  Andrew  is  now  deceased. 
Ole  Evensoii  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Norway, 
and  attended  school  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age.  When  he  was  eighteen  he  cime  to 
America  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Wisconsin. 
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Here  lie  was  variously  employed,  iirst  on  a 
farm,  then  for  eleven  years  in  tlie  pine  woods, 
and  for  two  springs  was  on  the  drive.  A 
strong  and  active  young  man,  he  made  a  suc- 
cess at  whatever  he  undertook.  He  now  owns 
a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  was  Government 
land  at  the  time  he  came  here  and  which  he 
olitained  throut;h  the  siuall  colony.  It  is 
rich  soil  and  veiy  productive,  and  in  develop- 
ing tin's  fine  farm  he  has  expended  much  time 
and  hai'd  woi-k.  He  has  now  a  comfortable 
home  and  good  farm  buildings,  and  keeps 
everything  about  his  premises  in  tirst-class 
order,  devoting  his  time  to  general  farming 
and  dairying. 

Mr.  Eveson  was  united  in  marriage, 
March  31,  1879,  with  Housene  Gullickson,  a 
native  of  Norway.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
she  came  to  this  country  with  her  mother, 
Ingbaar  Gullickson,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Mindoro.  Her  father,  Isaac  Gullickson,  came 
to  America  in  ISfiPi.  He  died  from  the  ef- 
fects of  poison,  which  he  accidentally  re- 
ceiveil.  Mrs.  Evesun  was  the  sixth- born  of 
their  children,  and  in  Farmington  township 
she  grew  up  and  was  educated.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eveson  have  six  children,  namely:  Emma 
Caroline,  Leonard,  Mabel  Gulbury,  Laura, 
William  and  Torwald  Gander. 

A  man  in  tlie  prime  of  life,  intelligent  and 
well  informed,  bro;ul  and  progressive  in  his 
views,  Mr.  Eveson  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  his  neighborhood. 
He  was  I'eaied  a  Luthei-an;  is  a  member  of 
the  Fai'mers"  Alliance,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 


the  sea  to  the  European  Continent,  we  find 
his  Viirthplace  in  Poland,  in  the  city  of  War- 
saw, where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  Jan- 
uary 10,  1822.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and 
Kosanna  (Schwartz)  Warsaw,  natives  of  the 
same  country  and  city;  the  father  was  a 
wagonmaker  by  trade  and  emigrated  to 
America  wlien  a  young  man;  he  settled  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  re 
moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
about  the  year  1832.  He  left  two  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Andrew  A.  passed  a  portion 
of  his  youth  in  Cincinnati,  and  there  learned 
his  traile,  that  of  a  plasterer.  In  1857  he 
came  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has  carried  on  a 
thriving  business.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Builders'  Exchange,  and  takes  an  active 
intei'est  in  the  movements  and  deliberations 
of  that  liodj. 

Mr.  Warsaw  was  married  in  CovingtOTi, 
Kentucky,  to  Miss  Josephine  Patton,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Patton,  a  native  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Of  this  union  three  sons  and  four 
daughters  have  been  born:  Annie,  wife  of 
Samuel  Jewel,  resides  in  Milwaukee;  John 
is  a  brick  mason;  Henry  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  business;  William  is  a  tanner 
by  occupation;  May  Belle  married  Oliver 
French  of  La  Crosse  county;  Rose,  wife  of 
Marion  Newton;  Delia  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Gray  of  Minneapolis,  and  Ida  is  at  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  ^lasonic 
fraternity  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a 
man  of  sterling  traits  of  character  and  has 
the  respecT  of  the  entire  community. 


^iNDKEAV   A.    WARSAW. 
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Crosse  county,  is  the  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing brief  biogra])hicul   sketch.     Crossing. 


llLLIAM  L,  MATHEWSON  emi- 
WlSWi  g''^'^*^  ^^  Wisconsin  in  1853,  and 
i'-T^^i  settled  in  Lewis  valley.  La  Crosse 
county,  on  the  9th  day  of  April  in  tliat  year. 
He    was     liorn    at    New     Berlin,     Chenango 
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county,  New  York,  June  10,  1826,  a  son  of 
William  Matliewson,  also  a  native  of  New 
York.  The  Mathewson  family  were  pioneers 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  were  descendants  of 
Scotch  ancestors.  William  Mathewson  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  L812,  doing  valiant 
service  in  the  cause  lie  liad  espoused.  His 
death  occurred  in  1829.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Maria  Briggs,  was  born  in 
the  Mohawk  valley,  and  her  parents  were  of 
Dutch  ancestry;  she  died  August  7,  1886,  in 
her  ninetieth  year.  They  reared  a  family  of 
live  sons  and  one  daughter. 

William  L.  was  trained  to  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  and  during  the  winter  season  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  home. 
In  early  life  he  formed  hahits  of  industry  and 
economy,  which,  with  the  principles  of  honor 
and  uprightness  instilled  into  him,  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  character  not  easily  turned 
from  the  path  of  rectitude.  Mr.  Mathewson 
was  lirst  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  to  Miss  Jane  Sage,  a  native  of  Che- 
nango county,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of 
Simeon  and  Deborah  (Holmes)  Sage,  who 
were  also  New  Yorkers  by  birth.  In  1853 
he  came  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Lewis 
valley,  where  Mrs.  Mathewson  died,  leaving 
four  children:  Julius,  Henrietta,  wife  of 
Henry  Kendrick;  Mrs.  Mary  Mcintosh,  who 
died  leaving  one  child.  Earl,  and  Marcellus, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Mr. 
Mathewson  was  married  in  June,  1860,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Hodge,  a  member  of  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneer  families,  and  a  native  of 
Jefferson  county.  New  York.  Her  parents, 
Robert  and  Jessie  (Halberton)  Hodge,  were 
natives  of  England  and  Scotland  respectively; 
the  father  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  were  six  children:  Jessie,  wife  of  George 
Moulton;   Lizzie,  who  was  a  poj)ular  teacher. 


is  the  wife  of  Charles  Jeid<s;  William  is  a 
merchant;  Arthur  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  Itrotlier  William;  Lee  is  a  student  at 
home;  one  child,  a  son  named  Lynn,  met 
with  a  painful  death  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years;  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  the  in- 
juries proved  fatal;   he  was  the  fourth-born. 

Mr.  Mathewson  lived  in  Lewis  valley,  near 
Mindoro,  for  many  years;  he  opened  up  a 
valuable  farm  on  which  he  made  great  im- 
provements ;  he  finally  sold  this  place  and 
removed  to  Onalaska,  as  he  desired  to  cive 
his  children  better  educational  advantages, 
and  to  retire  from  active  agricultural  pursuits. 
lie  owns  a  good  dwelling  pleasantly  sur- 
rounded, and  furnished  with  many  modern 
conveniences.  He  keeps  a  large  number  of 
bees,  and  has  proven  a  very  successful  apiar- 
ist. Politically  he  athliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


JI^ATHAN  CLARK,  a  prominent  citizen 
TOW  of  Onalaska,  was  born  near  Lowell, 
^%  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  June  28, 
1843,  a  son  of  Daniel  Clark,  a  farmer  who 
was  an  early  settler  in  the  Teri-itory  of  Wis- 
consin near  Racine,  Watertown  and  Dundee; 
in  1854  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  New 
Amsterdam,  La  Crosse  county,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  For  his  wife  he  married  Rosanna 
Allen,  a  native  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
and  they  had  nine  sons  and  five  daughters, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  3'et  living. 
Mr.  Nathan  Clark  was  a  lad  of  twelve 
years  when  the  family  located  in  this  county. 
At  he  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  employ 
of  G.  C.  Hixon.  Being  strong,  sturdy,  c^uick 
and  reliable,  he  was  in  a  shoi-t  time  promote<l 
to  a  position  of  trust,  in  which  he  had  charge 
of  work  on  the  ri\i_r,  and  of  a   luiiiber  camp 
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in  tlie  woods.  After  following  the  business 
of  hinibering  for  some  yoai's  he  began  to 
opei'ate  a  sawmill  in  connection  therewith, 
and  also  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Clark 
county,  doing  a  large  and  profitable  business. 
At  length  he  engaged  in  farming  for  one 
year,  1886-'S7;  then  he  entered  the  hardware 
trade  at  Onalaska,  which  he  afterward  sold 
to  Gnnderson  &  Co.  In  1891  he  purchased 
the  Onalaska  House,  the  best  hotel  in  the 
town,  which  he  is  now  conducting  in  a  first- 
class  manner.  Some  years  ago  he  went  to 
Codington  county,  South  IJakota,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  tirst  settlei's,  and  helped  to 
organize  the  county.  He  has  also  visited 
California,  (Jregon,  Washington  and  other 
sections  ot  the  wonderful  West.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  order,  being  a 
charter  member  of  the  lodge  at  Onalaska. 
In  1889  he  was  Alderman  in  this  city,  and 
in  1890  Mayor.  His  residence  is  a  fine  brick 
house,  and  he  has  other  valuable  property, 
including  a  good  farm  of  410  acres  near  New 
Amsterdam,  well  improved,  and  also  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Clark  and  Taylor  counties. 

For  ills  wife  he  married  Abbie  Cnmmings, 
who  was  born  in  Waupaca  county,  this  State, 
a  daughter  of  George  Cummings,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Franklin,  Fannie  and 
Mary. 


nine  years,  and  the  father  May  13,  1886,  also 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Richard  R.,  our  subject,  left  hoine  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  and  traveled  through 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  and  Terri- 
tories. He  was  in  Idaho  during  the  war,  and 
there  became  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Eleventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  assisted  in  guard- 
ing the  emigrant  trains  and  ranches  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Indians.  After  serving  one 
year  he  returned  and  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  Chicago  seven  years,  after  which, 
in  1871,  he  came  to  Bangor  to  visit  his  parents, 
who  persuaded  him  to  locate  here.  He  at 
once  established  a  drug  store,  where  he  keeps 
a  full  line  of  drugs,  paints,  oils,  wall  paper, 
window  and  plate  glass,  carrying  a  capital 
stock  of  $2,500,  his  annual  sales  amounting 
to  $5,000  or  $6,000. 

Mr.  Evans  was  mai-ried  in  May,  1872,  to 
Jennie  Thomas,  a  daughter  of  William  W. 
Thomas,  deceased,  formerly  a  pioneer  of  this 
county.  They  have  but  one  child,  who  is 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Evans  died  in  1878, 
and  in  1881  Mr.  Evans  married  Mary  A. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  David  Jones,  deceased. 
J>y  this  marriage  there  was  also  one  child, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  foui'teen  months.  Mr. 
Evans  has  declined  all  official  honors,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


tlCHARD  II.  EVANS,  a  druggist  and 
pharmacist  of  Bangor,  was  born  in 
South  Wales,  August  27,  1849,  a  son 
of  Morgan  Evans,  a  native  of  the  same 
country.  The  latter  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States  in  1851,  settling  on  a  farm 
in    Dodge   county,    Wisconsin,   and   in    1866 


¥^TYATT  H.  GRAVES,  attorney  at  law 
4uf|\1l  and  cashier  of  the  West  Salem  Bank- 
l-T^^j  ing  Coujpany,  was  born  at  Decatur, 
Green  county,  Wisconsin,  June  9,  1856,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  G  and  Sarah  A.  Graves, 
removed  to  Bangor,  settling  one  and  a  half  residents  of  Cooksville,  Rock  county,  Wis- 
miles  southeast  of  the  village.  The  mother  cousin.  For  the  past  thirty  years  liis  father 
(lied  Ausust  17,  1889,  at   the  age  of  eighty-     has  lieen  a  carriage  and  wagon  manufacturer. 
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\)\\i  lias  now  retired  from  active  business. 
lie  was  a  soldier  in  thu  late  civil  war.  volun- 
teering with  twelve  otliers  in  Conipany  (', 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  He  was  regi- 
mental blacksmith  for  three  years,  and,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  was  honorably  discharged. 
Mrs.  Graves,  mother  of  our  subject,  is  a  lady 
of  rare  refinement  and  literary  ability,  being 
a  poetess  of  considerable  merit.  They  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  C!arrie, 
died  when  four  years  of  age,  and  of  the  six 
still  surviving,  four  have  been  teachers  of 
decided  ability,  one  still  following  that  pro- 
fession. 

(.)ur  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Cooksville,  Evansville  and  Madison. 
H'B  then  taught  one  year  at  Appleton,  Min- 
nesota, and  at  Morris,  Minnesota.  After  this, 
lie  turned  his  attention  to  the  profession  of 
law,  lieginning  his  study  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Hon.  John  Wynans  and  the  late 
Judge  Conger,  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  wben  barely 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  From  Janesville 
he  went  to  Evansville.  remaining  tliere  from 
the  spring  until  autumn,  after  which  he  went 
to  Arcadia,  where  he  practiced  for  one  year. 
In  1882  he  came  to  West  Salem,  where  he 
has  been  very  successful  in  legal  work.  He 
organized  the  first  bank  ever  established  in 
West  Salem,  and  in  1889  sold  the  business 
and  building,  preserving  all  books  and  dis- 
counts, and  reserving  the  right  to  organize 
and  open  another  bank  if  he  desired.  On 
the  24tb  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  had  a 
new  building  completed  and  a  banking  es- 
tablishment in  operation.  He  virtually 
started  the  first  newspaper  of  West  Salem, 
the  West  Salem  Journal^  and  supported  tiie 
enterprise  by  his  influence  and  money  until 
it  reached  a  self-supporting  basis.  He  has 
expended  a  larger  sum  of  money  than  any 
other  one  citizen  in  the  erection  of  residences 


and  business  buildings  in  the  place,  and  has 
generously  contributed  to  philanthropic 
movements. 

Mr.  Graves  was  married  in  Galesville, 
Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss 
Emma  A.  Itoynton,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Boynton.  Her  father  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  the  county,  having  held  various 
official  positions,  and  was  respected  by  all. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  have  one  child. 

Mr.  Graves  is  a  man  of  a  cordial  dis- 
position, is  energetic  and  pi-ogressive,  and 
calculated  to  give  character  to  any  community. 


J^EORGE  H(.)WAUU,  deceased,  was  a 
Hw  prominent  citizen  of  La  Crosse.  He 
Wi  was  born  in  England,  April  2U,  1832, 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  there 
in  the  druggists'  trade,  and  came  to  America 
in  tlie  spring  of  1850,  settling  in  Racine, 
Wisconsin.  After  residing  at  several  points 
he  located  in  La  Crosse,  April  27,  1852, 
opening  what  he  believed  to  be  the  tirst  drug 
store  between  Dulnique  and  St.  Paul,  in 
partnership  with  S.  D.  llastiijgs.  h\  ISS-l 
he  was  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety. Was  a  County  Supervisor  several 
years,  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  Al- 
derman for  the  Fourth  Ward.  He  dierl  in 
the  spring  of  1892,  leaving  a  widow  and  two 
children:  Herbert  and  Mrs.  C.  Van  Auken. 
He  was  a  Mason,  Odd  Fellow,  and  a  member 
of  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  took  great  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  therefore  an 
efficient  member  of  the  School  Board,  and 
in  all  his  official  relations  he  left  a  favorable 
impression  upon  the  community. 

He  enjoyed  the  respect  of  tlie  ])enple  of  La 
Crosse,  to  whom  lie  was  very  generally  known, 
having  been  in  active  business  so  long 
and   a   social,  trenial  comnanion  among  men. 
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fOHN  F.  BUTLER,  merchant,  Nelson, 
Wisconsin. — Among  the  varied  and  ex- 
tensive business  operations  carried  on 
in  the  progressive  village  of  Fairview, 
Wisconsin,  there  is  none  that  meets  more 
general  recognition  than  that  of  merchandis- 
ing. A  prominent  citizen  engaged  in  this 
line  of  busines.s  is  John  F.  Bntler,  a  native  of 
Eddyville,  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania, 
his  birth  occurring  Marcli  2,  1843.  His 
parents,  Isaac  and  Christina  (Guld)  Butler, 
came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  on  a  farm  near 
what  is  now  Fairview,  in  the  fall  of  1864. 
The  father's  death  occurred  August  26, 
1881.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Thej 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Xelson  town- 
ship. Isaac  Butler'.s  grandfatliers,  both  pa- 
ternal and  niaternal,  were  soldiers  in  the 
Eevolutionai-y  war.  Mrs.  Butler's  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  her  paternal 
grandfatlier  in  tiie  Revolution.  Joiin  F.  J-iut- 
ler  acquired  a  good  common-school  education 
in  his  native  country,  and  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Sixtj- 
second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  August  13, 
1862,  serving  in  the  Potomac  Army,  Fifth 
Corps.  He  particijiated  in  the  Soutli  Moun- 
tain and  Atitietam  campaign,  but  was  subse- 
quently taken  sick,  while  the  army  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  and 
was  absent  in  liospital  until  July,  1863.  He 
then  rejoined  his  i-egiment  at  Warrenton, 
Virginia,  took  part  in  the  battle  at  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  and  was  on  the  Mine  Run 
expedition.  He  passed  the  winter  of  1863 
and  '64  at  Licking  Run,  Virginia,  and  May 
5,  1864,  he  was  with  his  command  in  the 
battle  of  tlie  AYilderness.  Tiiree  days  later 
lie  was  in  General  Grant's  famous  •'  left 
flank"'  movement,  ami  on  the  12th  of  tiiat 
montli  he  was  in  the  Spottslvania  engacre- 
ment,  where  he  received  a  very  severe  wound 
through  the    left   hip.       A   niinie   hall   pene- 


trated his  groin,  passed  entirely  through 
the  pelvic  bones,  and  coining  out  through  the 
sacrum  injured  the  spinal  column.  The 
wound  was  regai'ded  as  fatal  by  both  com- 
rades and  surgeons,  but  a  strong  constitution 
and  indomitable  will  power,  together  with 
good  nursing,  brought  him  through.  He 
rejoined  the  regiment  near  the  yellow  house 
in  front  of  Petersliurg,  September  21,  1864, 
his  wound  being  still  unhealed.  He  was  in 
the  battle  at  Peebles'  Farm,  September  29, 
1864,  and  late  in  the  fall  went  with  his  regi- 
ment on  a  raid  into  the  interior  of  the  enemy's 
country,  and  assisted  in  tearing  up  and  de- 
stroying t.wenty-one  miles  of  the  Danville 
&  Weldon  railroad,  thus  intercepting  and 
crippling  the  enemy's  line  of  communication. 
He  participated  in  two  engagements  at 
Hatcher's  Run,  first  February  6,  and  the 
second  March  25,  1865.  On  the  29th  of 
March  occurred  the  battle  at  Gravelly  Run, 
and  following  this  a  series  of  severe  skir- 
mishes along  Deep  Run.  Early  in  April 
occurred  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  which  re- 
sulted in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy  and 
the  evacuation  of  Richmond.  Following  this 
was  the  final  chase  after  General  Lee's  re- 
treating army  and  the  culmination  at  Appo- 
mattox. Mr.  Fitch,  the  writer  of  this  sketch, 
had  the  pleasure  of  standing  beside  Mr.  But- 
ler in  the  line  of  battle  at  Appomato.x  when 
Lee's  army  was  surrendered,  and  the  occasion 
of  this  write-up  is  the  first  time  the  two  "old 
comrades"  have  met  since  their  discharge  in 
June,  1865.  Modifying  the  language  of  the 
poet  a  little  they  might  say: 

"  Backward,  turn  backward 
O,  time  in  your  tligbt; 
Make  us  '  boys'  again 
Just  for  to-niglit." 

Returning  to  the  parental  home  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  still  suffering  from  the  effects 
of    his   wouinl  and  diarrlnea  incurre<l    in    the 
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army,  Mr.  Butler  spent  the  first  year  after 
his  discharge  in  recruiting  liis  seriously  im- 
paired health.  In  the  fall  of  iNGo  he  came 
to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and,  feeling 
that  his  education  was  rather  deficient,  at- 
tended school  the  remaindei-  of  that  year  and 
the  first  of  the-  next.  After  this  he  taught 
school  for  five  terms.  On  the  25th  of  March, 
1867,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  on 
the  last  day  of  that  month  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  C.  E.  Beck, 
dau"-hter  of  Daniel  and  Susanna  Beck,  then 
of  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania.  She 
was  horn  December  22,  1843,  and  was  ac- 
quainted with  her  hushand  from  childhood, 
they  being  playmates  and  schoolmates.  She 
corresponded  with  Mr.  Butler  during  his 
three  years'  service  in  the  army,  and  has  since 
been  a  faithful  and  devoted  helpmate. 

In  1873  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  and  still  hold 
religious  connection,  though  not  at  present 
communicants  in  the  church.  Mr.  Butler 
served  as  clas.s-leader  and  steward,  and  spent  six 
3'ears  in  the  local  ministry,  and  still  preaches 
occasionally.  In  the  fall  of  1885  he  sold  his 
farm  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  the  village  of  Fairview,  Nelson  township, 
Buffalo  county,  AVisconsin,  where  he  is  now 
located.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  general 
merchandise,  including  dry  goods,  groceries, 
jirovisions,  notions,  boots  and  shoes,  clothing, 
patent  medicines,  etc.,  and  enjoys  a  good 
trade.  He  is  an  ardent  Re])ublican,  and 
though  not  an  office-seeker,  has  nevertheless 
held  various  official  positions.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1871,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  and  is  regarded  in  the 
communitY  as  a  useful  and  intelligent  citizen 
whose  exemplary  life  and  upright  dealing  is 
a  worthy  example  of  which  none  need  be 
ashamed.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Afasonic 
order,  and  an  active  and   enei-getic  woi-ker  in 


the  (t.  a.  li.,  his  infiuenee  and  purse  being 
ever  ready  to  aiil  a  worthy  comrade.  Ten 
eliilihvn  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  j\Irs. 
liutler,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  Kingsley 
C,  the  eldest,  mai'ried  Miss  Pauline  Scharr 
and  resides  on  the  old  luimestead.  lie  has 
one  child,  Minnie;  Albert  Boyd  married  Miss 
Isabella  Comeau,  ami  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  Erraa  C;  Daniel  J.  died  in  early  in- 
fancy; Lillie  M.  is  the  wife  of  David  C.  Har- 
per, and  resides  in  Anch()rai;-e,  in  l!ulfalo 
County.  She  is  the  mother  of  une  child, 
Lillian  Pearl;  Charles  (iay,  Hose  B.,  Henry 
J.,  Bessie  E.  and  Annie  C. ;  the  last  five  are 
under  the  ])arental  r(.)of'.  One  nameless  little 
boy  died  in  infancy.  Tlie  children  have  had 
tlie  advantages  of  the  public  schools,  and  all 
who  have  attained  sufficient  years  have  a 
good  common-school  education.  ]\Ir.  Butler's 
parents  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  what  is  now  Fairview  in  1864,  as 
stated  above.  The  family  consisted  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters:  of  the  former  but 
three,  including  our  subject,  are  now  livincr. 
George  A.  married  Miss  Nancy  Marsh,  of 
Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1863,  and 
now  resides  in  Tluirp,  ('lark  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  follows  agricultural  pursuits; 
Nancy  J.  liecanie  the  wife  of  David  Hetrick, 
and  resides  in  Fairview;  James  A.  married 
Miss  Harriet  Paine,  and  resides  in  Nelson, 
an  employe  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Northern  Railroad;  Daniel  married  Miss 
Alice  Hoskins.  He  met  his  death  in  a  very 
mysterious  manner,  being  shot,  no  one  knew 
how.  Mary  C.  became  the  wife  of  Wesley 
Butler,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Nelson  township; 
Nathaniel  H.  died  when  nineteen  years  of 
age;  William  C.  died  of  diphtheria  when  five 
years  of  age;  Rebecca  E.  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  B.  Hutchinson,  and  lives  near  tiic  rdd 
homestead;  Rosa  married  Edmund  (iiebel, 
Jr.,  and  resides  in  Boone,  Iowa,  where   he   is 
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engaged  in  merchandising.  Mrs.  Butler's 
brothers  and  sisters  were:  Henrietta  M.,  now 
Mrs.  Eumbaugh,  resides  at  Eddyville,  Penn- 
sylvania; Jacob  W.  married  and  resides  in 
Pennsylvania;  and  Henry  R.  married  Chris- 
tina J.  Hetrick  and  resides  in  this  township. 
Mrs.  Butler's  mother  died  in  April,  1877, 
and  the  father,  who  is  now  quite  an  aged  man, 
makes  his  home  with  Mrs.  Butler.  Mr.  Butler 
was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Nelson,  June 
28,  1889,  and  still  holds  that  position.  He 
also  filled  that  position  at  the  same  place 
under  Cleveland's  administration. 


■-^^W'ATHIAS  GASS,  of  Waumanda,  Wis- 
lyX  eunsin,  and  one  of  the  prominent 
^ip^  farmers  of  Buffalo  county,  was  born 
in  Alsace,  Germany,  February  2,  1831.  His 
parents,  Anthony  and  Anna  Katherine 
(Farkier)  Gass,  were  also  natives  of  Alsace, 
the  former  born  in  1800  and  tlie  latter  in 
1799.  Both  died  in  their  native  land.  Of 
their  fourteen  children,  only  live  are  now 
living,  viz.:  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Mary, 
Joseph,  Anthony  and  Magdaline. 

Mathias  spent  his  early  life  at  home  and 
received  his  education  in  the  parochial  Catho- 
lic schools.  December  27,  1852,  he  set  sail 
for  New  York,  and  arrived  in  that  city  Febru- 
ary 19  of  the  following  year.  He  at  once 
went  to  Chicago,  and  there  and  at  other 
places  was  variously  employed  for  a  number 
of  years,  a  portion  of  the  time  beino- in  rail- 
road employ.  Coming  to  Wisconsin,  he 
located  at  La  Crosse  and  made  his  home  in 
that  city  for  ten  years.  In  1876  he  moved  to 
Buffalo  county  aad  purchased  a  farm  of  160 
acres,  to  which,  in  1886,  he  added  eighty 
acres  adjoining  it.  With  the  exception  of 
about  fifteen  acres,  he  has  it  all  improved  and 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  1890 


erected  his  barn.  He  gives  his  attention  to 
general  farming  and   stock-raising. 

Mr.  Giss  was  married,  in  Chicago,  June 
9,  1855,  to  Katherine,  daughter  of  Martin, 
and  Barbara  (Baat)  Bierly.  To  them 
eight  children  have  been  born:  Anthony 
Mary,  Michael,  Mary  (2),  Theresa,  Martin 
Joseph  and  Anna,  all  living  at  this  writing 
except  the  two  Marys  and  Joseph.  "Mike" 
the  second  son,  is  conducting  a  very 
large  farm  in  the  town  of  Montana, 
where  he  lias  a  large  quantity  of  live  stock. 
Theresa  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Renter,  a 
prosperous  saloon  and  hotel  keeper  in  the 
town  of  Lincoln.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Gallus 
Zinsle,  who  is  conducting  liis  father's  large 
farm  in  the  town  of  Montana.  Martin  is 
running  his  father's  farm  in  Waumandee,  one 
of  the  largest  farms  in  the  county,  where  he 
raises  many  horses,  cows  and  hogs,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  grain.  Anthony  is  married 
and  living  in  La  Crosse, engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cornice,  roofing,  etc.  Michael  is 
married  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Montana 
township;  and  Martin  lives  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

In  1878  Mr.  Gass  served  as  Supervisor.  For 
five  years  in  succession,  from  1879  to  1881:, 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  since  1886  has  declined  office.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Gass  has  one  of  the  best  and  most 
beautiful  farms  in  the  valley.  He  is  a  man 
of  superior  intelligence,  is  genial  and  charit- 
able, and  ti lids  his  chief  pleasure  in  home  life. 

ICHAEL  J.  CASIIEL,  wh  .  died   at 
his   home   in   the   town    of   Glencoe, 
Buffalo  county,  on  October   1,  1891, 
was  a  representative   of  one   of   the    pioneer 
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families  of  Buffalo  county.  The  year  of  his 
coining  was  1857.  He  was  a  son  of  Andrew 
Cashel,  who  was  liorn  in  county  Tippcrary, 
Ireland,  al>out  1809.  Andrew  Cashel  mar- 
ried Mary  Lyons,  and  emigrated  to  the  irnited 
States  in  1847,  locating  in  the  city  of  JNew 
York.  A  year  later  the  family  removed  to 
Dutchess  county,  in  the  same  State,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1861  removed  to  Springfield,  Ohio. 
In  1855  they  started  Westward  and  passed 
the  following  winter  in  Chicago,  at  which 
time  that  now  famous  city  was  in  its  earliest 
infancy.  In  the  spring  of  1857  the  family 
emigrated  to  Buffalo  county,  and  settled  on 
i-ection  22,  in  the  town  of  (41encoe,  in  what 
is  known  as  Fanlds'  valley.  There  the  father 
lived  until  1872,  after  which  time  he  resided 
with  his  son,  Michael  J.  The  family  con- 
sisted of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
wliom  Michael  J.  was  the  eldest;  John  L,, 
the  second  son,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
lie  is  a  well-educated  gentleman;  was  for 
some  time  a  student  at  the  State  University 
at  Madison,  and  also  of  the  Wayland  Univei-- 
sity,  at  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin.  He  grad- 
uated at  the  commercial  college  at  La  Crosse; 
was  for  some  time  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Buffalo  county,  aiid  later  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  commercial  college  at  La 
Crosse,  where  he  continued  for  a  time  and 
then  went  to  Rochester,  Minnesota,  and  still 
later  engaged  in  the  abstract  business  at 
Faribault,  in  the  same  State.  In  1881  he 
removed  to  Grafton,  North  Dakota,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  banking  and  real  estate.  The 
elder  sister,  Mary,  is  the  M'ife  of  Michael 
Gleason,  of  the  town  of  Glencoe.  Kathei'ine 
T.  was  a  teacher  for  many  years,  and  resides 
in  Glencoe.  Mr.  Michael  J.  Cashel  was  born 
in  Ireland,  in  1843.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  The  tirst  land  lie  owned  was 
in  section  22,  in  the  town  of  (Tlencoe,  which 
he  bought  in   1866.      No   improvements  had 


been  made  on  the  place  when  he  pui-chased 
it.  He  increased  his  tirst  purchase  to  400 
aci-es,  part  of  which  lies  in  Buffalo  and  Trem- 
pealeau counties.  Mr.  Cashel  was  married 
in  1870  to  Miss  Mary  K.  Connole,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland.  Six  children  wei-e  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cashel,  ti\e  daughters  and  one 
son,  viz.:  Katherine,  ]\Iargaret,  Andrew, 
Mary,  and  Clare  and  Laura,  twins.  Mr. 
Cashel  was  called  upon  liy  his  fellow-citizens 
to  serve  in  various  olHcial  positions.  He 
was  Chairman  of  his  town  for  fourteen  terms, 
was  Justice  of  the  Beace  for  four  years,  and 
held  other  local  positions.  The  death  of  Jlr. 
Cashel,  which  occurred  while  he  was  yet  in 
the  prime  of  life,  removed  from  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  had  lived  so  long  a  most 
valued  citizen,  who  ever  took  a  deep  interest 
in  wl  atever  tended  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  which  he  lived, 
and  whose  honesty  and  integrity  were  never 
questioned.  To  his  family  and  friends,  as 
well  as  to  the  community  in  general  in  which 
he  lived,  his  loss  is  sincerely  felt. 

Mr.  Cashel  had  a  halt-brother,  Thomas 
Downing.  He  was  a  son  by  the  tirst  mar- 
riage of  the  mother.  He  served  in  the  Thir- 
teenth Regiment,  United  States  Infantry,  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  from  18()3  to  18()5, 
in  the  army  of  (yeneral  Sherman.  He  re- 
sides at  the  home  of  his  brother,    Michael   J. 


tHARLES  W.  LUi!S,  a  general  mer- 
chant at  Arcadia,  was  boi'u  in  I'russia. 
„  in  18G3,  the  son  of  John  Lubs.  who 
died  Itefore  the  birtii  of  his  son.  'I'lie  mother 
came  to  the  United  States  with  liei-  family  in 
1872,  settling  on  a  farm  in  ISutfalo  county, 
AVisconsin.  In  1875  they  removed  to  An-adia. 
where  the  mother  married  (Tcorge  Iiij))>le, 
and  still  resides  in  this  villaire.     Charles   W. 
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is  tlie  only  son  of  his  parents,  but  lie  has  two 
sisters.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Arcailia,  and  for  one  year  clerked  in  the 
general  store  of  Fngina  Bros.  &  Fertig,  in 
Arcadia,  and  was  for  four  years  engaged  with 
Coliii'i  Bros.  &  Maurer,  having  had  five 
years'  experience  previous  to  embarking  in 
business  for  himself. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Feterson, 
of  Arcadia,  and  they  have  three  children, 
two  sons,  Kurwin  and  Frank,  and  an  infant 
daughter.  Mr.  Lubs  is  a  young  man  of  good 
liusiness  capacity  and  energy,  and  by  upright 
dealing  and  close  attention  to  business  he 
has  e:?tablished  a  good  trade.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by  whom  he 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  otiice  of  City 
Treasurer,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term 
in  that  capacity. 


^;ETER  EKERX,  of  Pigeon  township,  is 
y  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
^  Trempealeau  county.  He  is  located  at 
Pigeon  Falls,  and  owns  and  <_>perates  the 
flouring  mill  at  this  place,  which  is  supplied 
with  the  roller  system,  and  does  a  large 
custom  business  and  considerable  merchant 
Work.  He  has  a  large  general  store,  and  in 
fact  is  the  chief  business  man  of  this  portion 
of  Trempealeau  county.  In  addition  to  his 
other  enterprises  be  has  a  tine  creamery,  which 
he  owns  and  operates,  and  which  he  erected 
in  1885.  Mr.  p]kern  located  at  this  place  in 
1875,  at  which  time  he  jiurchased  the  mill 
property  and  engaged  in  merchandising. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Trempealeau  county 
since  1868. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Norway,  January 
25,  1837,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  cliil- 
di'en,  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Tlie  tir.st 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  a  sister. 


who  resides  in  Chicago.  She  was  at  that 
time  iiut  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Edward  Ivlebo.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  the  family;  the 
next  in  order  of  birth  is  Even  Ekern,  a  mer- 
chant of  Whitehall,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Klebo 
is  the  next  in  order  of  age;  Anton  is  a  farmer 
of  Pigeon  township;  Mark  is  a  resident  of 
Moody  county,  South  Dakota,  and  Mrs.  Maria 
Shultz,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family.  Peter  Ekern,  our  subject, 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
when  but  eighteen  years  of  age  he  purchased 
a  fariii  in  his  native  country  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself,  under  a  guardian.  In 
Norway  a  man  cannot  legally  do  business  for 
himself  until  twenty-five  years  of  age  with- 
out guardianship.  In  1866  Mr.  Ekern  sold 
his  farming  interests  in  Norway,  and  in  1867, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  came 
to  America.  Two  brothers  and  a  sister  had 
preceded  him  to  this  country,  and  were  then 
residents  of  La  Crosse,  to  which  place  he  cauje 
directly.  He  next  went  to  Vernon  county, 
remaining  until  March,  1868,  when  he  located 
on  a  farm  in  section  36,  township  23,  range 
7  west,  Trempealeau  county.  He  continued 
there  uiutil  he  located  at  Pigeon  Falls,  where, 
besides  his  farming  interests,  he  also  dealt  in 
horses,  cattle,  machinery,  etc.  At  I'igeon 
Falls  he  succeeed  Johnson,  Olsen  &  Co.,  he 
representing  the  company  for  a  year  and  a 
half  previous  to  1875,  at  which  time  he  pur- 
chased the  entire  business.  Mr.  Ekern  is  also 
quite  a  large  land-holder,  owning  280  acres, 
which  includes  the  site  of  the  mill  property, 
and  also  120  acres  two  miles  west,  eighty 
acres  three  miles  south  of  the  mill,  and  also 
a  farm  of  260  acres,  a  part  of  which  lies  in 
Jackson  county. 

Mr.  Ekern  vvas  married  befoi'e  coming  to 
this  country,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  six 
children,   namely:     Ludwig,  the   eldest,  is   in 
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West  Superior;  Dr.  Andrew  Ekerii,  of  Alma, 
Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin;  Jfinnie,  tiio  wife 
of  B.  M.  Slettelaiul,  of  Bigcon  Falls;  Joseph- 
ine, Emma  and  Iluldah.  Mr.  Ekern  is  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  Trempealeau 
county,  and  has  long  been  identified  with  its 
growth  and  prosperity.  He  has  been  called 
upon  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  serve  in  various 
official  positions,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
AYisconsin  Legislature  in  1881,  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Town  Board  for  many  years, 
and  has  held  various  other  local  offices.  In 
politics  lie  is  a  Republican. 


«HAKLES  BICKERING,  the  present 
Chairman  of  Caledonia,  Trempealeau 
county,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  and  re- 
presentative citizens  of  tliis  county.  His 
residence  is  on  section  9,  and  his  farm  on 
sections  4,  8  and  9.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  was  born  in 
Staffordshire,  England,  December  17,  1830, 
the  son  of  Enoch  Bickering,  who  was  a 
mechanic  by  trade.  In  1847  the  parents  and 
six  children  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
coming  at  once  to  the  then  Teri-itoryof  Wis 
consin,  where  they  settled  on  a  new  farm  in 
Columbia  county,  about  midway  between 
Fox  Lake  and  Bortage  city.  There  the  fam- 
ily lived  about  two  years,  when  they  removed 
to  a  location  about  five  miles  i'rom  Bortage 
city.  In  1852  Enoch  Bickering  removed 
with  his  family  to  Dodge  county,  where  he 
died  in  the  spring  of  1855.  He  was  well- 
known  in  that  part  of  Wisconsin,  where  he 
settled  in  the  early  days.  He  was  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
an  upright  Christian  man,  and  an  I'steeined 
and  respected  citizen.  His  first  wife,  the 
mother  of  Charles  Bickeriu":,  died  in  England 
wlien  our  sou  was  a  child.     The  father  remar- 


ried in  that  country,  his  second  wife  surviv- 
ing until  18S9.  Enoch  Bickering  was  the 
father  of  several  children,  both  by  his  first 
and  second  marriage. 

Charles  Bickering,  our  subject,  first  \-isiteil 
Trempealeau  county  in  1851.  Continuing 
north  lie  went  into  the  pin(>ries  of  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  until  1853,  and  in  that 
year  he  returned  to  his  father's  home  in  Dodge 
county.  In  the  s])ringof  1855  he  was  united 
in  marriage  wjtli  Miss  Lucy  Bright,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  IJright,  wlio  emigrated  witli 
his  family  from  England  to  Cana<la  and  thence 
to  Wisconsin.  Soon  after  marriage  Mr. 
Bickering  and  wife  settled  in  Trempealeau 
county,  and  here  tlu^y  have  lived  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-six  yeai-s.  Their  union  has 
been  lilessed  with  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Ann,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  Carlos  A.  Bugbee,  a  resident  of  Trem- 
pealeau; George  W.  is  a  resident  of  Onalaska; 
Jane,  at  home;  Mary,  the  youngest,  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Gilbert,  of  Galesville.  Their 
deceased  children  were:  Warren,  Arthur  and 
.Josephine.  Many  changes  have  taken  place 
since  Mr.  Bickering  became  a  resident  of 
Trempealeau  county,  and  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  country  has  indeed  been 
marvelous.  When  he  traveled  from  Bortage 
city  to  La  Crosse  in  1851,  he  saw  but  vei'y 
few  honses,  and  about  seventy  miles  of  that 
distance  did  not  contain  a  residence,  and  in 
the  last  thirty  miles  which  he  traveled  before 
reaching  the  present  city  <if  I. a  Crosse  not  a 
home  was  to  be  seen.  Mr.  Bickering  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  tlie  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  enjoys  an  extended  acquaintance,  and  is 
widely  and  favorably  known. 

He  has  not  been  a  seeker  for  public  posi- 
tions, but  has  held  many  local  ofKces,  having 
fieen  Justice  of  the  Beace,  Assessor  and  School 
Treasurer:  the  last  named  position  he  held  for 
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seven  years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  inspec- 
tors of  tlie  first  town  election  li^ld  in  Cale- 
donia after  it  was  orcranized  into  a  township; 
was  chairman  of  the  (louiity  IJoard  for  three 
enccessive  terms,  and  of  the  Town  Board  for 
nine  years.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  was  a  Whig  prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  Win- 
field  Scott  in  1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickering 
have  a  pleasant  home,  which  is  the  abode  of 
refinement  and  hospitality.  Mr.  Pickering's 
cordial  and  genial  disposition,  fair  and  honor- 
able dealings,  have  won  for  him  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

J^RIK  ALME,  of  the  town  of  Kelson, 
1W/1  -^"flf^l^o  county,  i-esides  on  section  11^ 
^^^  township  23,  range  13  west,  where  he 
settled  in  July,  1856.  Mr.  Alme  was  born  in 
JMorway,  January  29,  1837.  His  father, 
Gultorm  Alme,  never  came  to  America  but 
died  many  years  ago  in  his  native  land. 
The  sal)ject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  four 
children,  but  the  only  son  of  his  parents. 
The  sisters  are  Mrs.  Hansen,  of  the  town  of 
Nelson;  Mrs.  Maria  Otteson,  of  the  same 
town;  and  Sarah,  the  second  daughter,  who 
still  lives  in  Norway.  Mr.  Alme's  boyhood 
was  spent  in  his  native  land,  and  there  he 
received  his  education.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen lie  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  Amci'ica 
and  accordingly  in  1854  he  left  iiis  native 
Norway;  arriving  in  New  York  he  immedi- 
ately went  to  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  engaged  at  work  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1856 
he  came  to  Buffalo  county  witli  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Hansen.  He  entered  from  the 
(-rovernment  part  of  his  ])reseMt  farm  and 
took  the  remainder  as  a  homestead.      Besides 


his  home  farm  of  200  acres  Mr.  Alme  owns 
200  acres  elsewhere  in  the  town  of  Nelson. 
He  was  married  in  this  town,  in  the  fall  of 
1860,  to  Miss  Ellen  Ericson,  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, and  seven  children,  three  boys  and  four 
girls  have  been  born  to  them,  viz.:  Anna, 
Christie,  Erik,  Carrie,  Thomas,  Emma  S. 
and  John,  all  of  whom  were  born  on  the 
homestead.  Mr.  Alme  has  always  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  county 
with  whicli  he  has  been  for  so  long  identified, 
and  has  held  many  ofiices  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Buffalo  county 
in  1879,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  dis- 
charged so  efficiently  that  he  was  chosen  to 
serve  another  term  of  three  years.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Alme  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  ever  been  a  wai-m  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  great  political  organization,  and 
has  exercised  much  influence  in  the  local 
councils  of  his  party.  Mr.  Alme  is  recog- 
nized as  an  intelligent  and  progressive  citizen 
and  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  have 
ever  been  characterized  by  lionesty  and 
integrity. 


fOHN  L.  UTERMOEHL,  Principal  of 
the  Fountain  City  schools,  was  born  in 
Sarkwitz,  Holstein,  Germany,  May  8, 
1861,  and  is  the  son  of  Uetlef  H.  and  Louise 
M.  (Teckenburg)  Utermoehl,  both  natives  of 
Holstein.  His  father  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  both  parents  are  still  living.  They 
eraigated  to  the  United  States  in  July, 
1868,  lauded  in  New  York  and  fi-om  there 
came  direct  to  Fountain  City.  Mr.  Uter- 
moehl was  first  engaged  in  farming  after  he 
located  here  and  subsequently  became  sales- 
man in  his  brother-in-law's  (^lI.Teckenburg's) 
lumber  yard.  For  five  yeai's  he  acted  as 
Street  Commissioner.       To  him  and  his  wife 
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seven  children  were  horn,  viz. :  Jolin  L.,  Gus- 
tave,  Mary,  Henry,  I'aul,  Eniil,  William, — all 
now  living  except  Ciustave,  Mai-y  ami  Henry. 

John  L.  was  seven  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  country,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  public  schools  of 
Fountain  City.  In  1877,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, he  began  teaching  in  the  town  of  Mil- 
ton, and  was  thus  employed  there  for  two 
years.  He  then  taught  two  years  in  the 
interinediate  and  one  year  in  the  grammar 
department,  at  Fountain  City.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
newspaper  business  In  company  with  Freil 
Hepp,  he  purchased  the  Buffalo  Countij 
Repuhlihinei\  and  for  five  years  had  charge 
of  the  editorial  department.  Selling  out  his 
interest  in  the  paper,  he  again  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  for  two  years  and  a  half  was 
employed  in  the  grammar  department.  He 
then,  in  1890,  received  the  appointment  of 
principal,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Utermoehl  was  united  in  marriage,  at 
Fountain  City,  in  September,  1881,  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Sophia  (Multhaup) 
Hepp.  One  child,  Mamie,  was  born  to  them, 
and  in  1882  the  young  wife  and  mother  was 
called  to  her  last  home.  His  second  mai-- 
riage  occurred  in  July,  1887,  also  in  this  city, 
to  Edith,  daughter  of  Judge  A.  and  Mary 
(Buesch)  Finkelnburg,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children:  Et-ther 
Myra  and  Viola  Wanda. 

Not  only  professionally,  but  socially  and 
politically,  is  Mr.  Utermoehl  popular  in  this 
city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  ()  F., 
Steuben  Lodge,  No.  280,  of  Fountain  City, of 
which  he  is  now  Noble  Grand.  He  is  leader 
of  the  male  choir,  and  also  of  the  choir  of 
the  Lutheran  congregation.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  County  Committee  from  1885 
to    1890,  and   chairman    of  the    Democratic 


Senatorial  Committee,  Twenty-ninth  Dis- 
trict, dui-iug  the  same  pericid;  is  at  presmt 
a  meinl)er  of  the  Democratic  ("ouuty  Com- 
mittee. He  has  hoUl  the  office  of  City  Clerk 
for  four  years,  and  is  now  occupying  that 
position.  He  has  also  held  the  otHceof  First 
Foreman  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  three 
terms,  and  occupies  the  position  at  present, 
and  is  .secretary  and  bookkeeper  of  the 
Fountain  City  Brewing  Company,  agent  of 
several  trans-Atlantic  steamship  lines,  etc. 
He  is  a  ujember  of  Livers'  Orchestra.  At 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Buifalo 
County  Saengerbund  he  was  chosen  musical 
director  for  the  coming  year.  Is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Germania  Sharpshooters'  Club. 
Aside  from  his  other  duties,  Mr.  LTtermoehl 
is  still  interested  in  jonrnalistic  work,  being 
a  contributor  to  the  Milwakee  Sentinel,  the 
Winona  RepulAican  and  the  Alma  Journal. 

iPSON.  ALFRED  WILLIAM  NEWMAN, 
im!\  J^>'dg6  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit  of 
'w(s  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Durham. 
Greene  county.  New  Vork,  April  5,  ls;j4. 
His  paterpal  grandfather,  William  Newman, 
was  a  native  of  New  England;  he  mari-ied 
Sarah  Ilulburt,  a  member  of  an  early  Con- 
necticut family.  She  was  born  in  17(J9,  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  and  lived  to  be 
eighty-three  years  old.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage William  Newman,  Sr.,  removed  with 
his  wife  to  Greene  county.  New  York,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Their  son  William,  the  father  of  Judge 
Newman,  was  born  in  1801;  he  married 
Patty  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  P)roome,  New 
York,  in  1S04,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rachel  (Loomis)  Rogers,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  pioneers  of  Eastern  New  "i  ork. 
The  Rogers  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
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aniiiiig  their  ancestors  was  John  Eogers,  the 
martyr,  who  eiiflered  death  for  his  religious 
principles.  William  Xewman  and  wife  lived 
in  New  York  until  death;  tlie  latter  died 
February  7,  1845,  and  the  former,  October  8, 
1873.  Tiiey  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  five  daughters;  all  grew 
to  maturity,  but  the  two  sons  are  the  only 
survivors  of  the  fanjiiy;  William  Newman 
was  a  farmer,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
remained  upon  the  farm  until  eighteen  years 
old. 

Judge  Newman  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation at  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  at  the  Dela- 
ware Literary  Institute,  Fi-anklin,  New  York; 
he  also  took  a  collegiate  coui-se  at  Hamilton 
College,  New  York,  which  he  entered  in  1854, 
graduating  in  1857.  During  tlie  last  two 
years  he  spent  in  this  institution  he  received 
instruction  in  the  law  department,  his  pre- 
ceptor being  the  Hon.  Theodore  W.  Dwight, 
who  later  became  the  head  of  the  Columbia 
Law  School,  a  position  he  occupied  for  many 
years. 

After  liis  graduation  Judge  Newman  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  John  (Jlney,  at  Windham 
Center,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Decem- 
ber 8,  1S57,  at  the  general  term  at  Albany, 
New  Yui'k.  Immediately  after  this  event  he 
started  W^est,  going  directly  to  Ahnapee, 
Kewaunee  county,  Wisconsin;  here  he  re- 
mained until  ]\[arch,  1858,  when  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county.  In  A])ril.  1860,  he 
was  appointed  County  Judge,  and  held  that 
office  until  January,  1867;  and  he  was  Dis- 
trict Attorney  from  that  time  until  June, 
1876,  excepting  the  years  1871  and  1872. 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  Wis- 
consin in  1863,  was  State  Senator  in  1868 
and  1869;  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Si.\th 
Judicial  Circuit  in  April,  1S76,  and  has  been 
twice  re-elected  to  the  same  office  without 
oj)position.      He    cast    his    hrst    jiresidential 


vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  and  has 
ever  since  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  a  warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
that  great  national  oi'ganization. 

Coming  to  Wisconsin  when  Trempealeau 
county  was  one  of  the  newest  portions  of  the 
State,  he  has  ever  been  prominently  connected 
with  its  growth  and  prosperity.  A  leading 
law^yer  says  of  him:  '•  Judge  Newman's  career 
has  been  honorable  and  progressive.  Many 
important  trusts  have  been  committed  to  his 
care  and  keeping,  in  all  of  which  he  has  proved 
faithful,  discharging  the  duties  pertaining  to 
them  with  a  high  degree  of  ability  and  integ- 
rity. As  a  lawyer,  legislator  and  judge,  he 
has  won  and  retained  the  confidence  of  men 
of  all  parties  and  conditions.  Political  life 
has  never  been  congenial  to  Judge  Newman's 
tastes  or  temperament.  He  is  best  known  in 
his  judicial  career.  As  a  J>idge  he  is  never 
swayed  by  any  other  cousidei-ation  than  a 
sense  of  duty.  He  possesses  all  the  qualifi- 
cations of  judicial  character,  extensive  legal 
learning,  sound  morality,  urbane  and  agree- 
able manners.  To  him  truth  and  right  are 
more  desirable  and  more  lasting  than  popu- 
larity." 

Judge  Newman  was  married  August  15, 
1860,  to  Miss  Celia  E.  Humphrey,  who  was 
born  in  Bainbridge,  Chenango  county.  New 
Y^ork,  December  25,  1837,  the  daughter  of 
Mason  C.  and  Nabby  (Thurber)  Humphrey. 
Of  this  union  seven  children  have  been  born, 
four  of  whom,  all  boys,  died  in  early  infancy; 
the  surviving  children  are:  Mary  Johnson, 
Mark  Humphi-ey  and  Celia. 


3|fUGINA    BIIUTHERS    FERTIG    CO., 

Ifg   the  leading  mercantile  firm  of  Trempea- 

.^'    lean     county,    established     business     in 

1875,  having  erected  their  pi-esent  fine  store 


niOGUAPiiicAL    uisTon  y. 


building  in  1878.  Tliis  is  a  larjre  doul)le 
store,  the  east  part  ijeing  used  for  dry  croods, 
groceries  and  croekerv,  its  dimensions  being 
28x80  feet,  and  the  west  part  is  32x60 
feet.  This  is  not  only  one  of  tlie  principal 
retail  mercantile  iirnis  of  Trempealeau  county, 
but  is  numbered  among  the  most  important 
in  West  Wisconsin.  Their  sales  range  from 
$50,000  to  $60,000  per  annum,  and  their 
trade  is  constantly  increasing,  ami  the  sales 
of  I8l)l  promise  to  exceed  that  of  any  forniei- 
year.  The  entire  business  tif  this  house  is 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  i\Ir.  Fertig, 
lie  being  the  only  resident  member  of  the 
firm.  The  Fugina  Brothers,  of  whom  there 
are  two,  are  residents  of  Fountain  City,  where 
they  have  a  general  store  and  are  engaged  in 
grain-buying,  etc. 

Mr.  Fertig  was  liorn  in  IJavaria,  Germany, 
in  1853.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  in  the  mercantile  trade  in  his 
native  country.  In  1868,  accompanied  by 
an  elder  brother,  John  S.,  he  came  to  America 
and  located  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he 
remained  for  a  period  of  three  years,  engaged 
in  clerking.  He  then  came  to  Trempealeau 
county,  but  the  l)rother,  John  S.,  remained 
in  Baltimore  until  his  death,  which  oceun'e(l 
in  the  spring  of  1879.  After  coming  to  this 
country  Mr.  Fertig  engaged  as  clerk  lor  Mr. 
Storm,  at  what  is  known  as  the  old  town  of 
Arcadia,  and  afterward  went  to  Fountain 
City  and  engaged  as  clerk  for  his  pi'esent 
partners  at  that  place,  and  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  when  the  business  was  established 
at  Arcadia.  In  fact  the  business  liere  was 
practically  established  by  him,  and  to  his 
superior  management  is  due  the  success  of 
the  business  and  the  importance  and  extent 
to  which  it  has  attained. 

Mr.  Fertig  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  consisting  of  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters.     Six  members  of  the  family  came 


to  America,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Valentine,  the  only  surviving  lirother 
in  this  country,  is  now  a  resident  of  Winona, 
Miniioota,  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  .\[arv  Kutli, 
of  Washington,  L)istrict  of  Columln;t,  and 
Kate,  who  married  Mr.  F.  Buhler  of  Prairie 
du  Sauk,  Wisconsin.  Five  members  of  the 
family  are  still  residents  of  Germany,  where 
the  father  died  in  1888,  and  where  the  mother 
is  still  living.  In  1882  Mr.  Fertig  returned 
to  (4ei-many  ami  visited  the  home  of  his  child- 
hood, returning  in  September  of  the  same 
year,  lie  was  married  in  18SI,  to  Miss 
Mary  Gasel,  a  daugliter  of  ( )tto  Gasel.  They 
lia\-e  three  children:  Mildred,  Maud  and 
Leonora.  They  lost  a  son.  Rijscoe,  their 
eldest  child,  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

;^0X.  KXUT  K.  IIAGESTAl).  wIk.  re- 
jfln  sides  on  section  19,  Ettrick  townshij), 
"S'\6  is  a  well-known  and  pi'omiiient  citizen 
of  this  county.  His  fathei',  Iv.  K.  Ilagestad, 
emigrated  with  his  family  from  Xoi-way  to 
the  United  States  in  1854,  and  settled  in 
Columbia  county,  Wisconsin.  Six  years  later 
they  came  to  Ettrick  townshij),  Trempealeau 
county,  where  the  father  I'csided  until  his 
death,  August  22,  1872,  at  tiie  age  of  tifty- 
two  years.  His  wife  survi\-cd  him  about 
three  years.  Mr.  Ilagestad,  having  been 
somewhat  advanced  in  life  when  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  never  took  a  very  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  but  was  ever  esteemed 
as  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  Christian  gentle- 
man. He  and  wile  were  the  parents  of  four 
children  who  grew  to  mature  years:  liichard, 
who  died  at  the  homestead  in  Ettrick  town- 
shij) in  1882;  Daniel  K.,  who  resides  at  Eau 
Claire,  Wisconsin;  Katherine,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, lives  in  Jackson  county,  this  Slate. 

K.  K.  Ilagestad,  the  eldest  of   the  family, 
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was  liorn  in  Norway  in  184(3,  and  was 
aliont  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  America.  The  father's  family 
having  been  somewhat  nnmerous,  and,  like 
all  the  early  settlers,  not  in  very  atiluent  cir- 
cumstances, it  became  necessary  that  our 
subject  should  exert  himself  iu  his  owu  be- 
half from  early  life.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  after  the  death  of  the  father  he 
assumed  charge  of  the  homestead  farm.  He 
has  since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  such  other  occupations  as  pertain 
thei-eto.  He  lias  beeu  frequently  called  upon 
by  his  fellow-citizens  to  fill  public  positions; 
has  been  chairman  of  the  Town  Board  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  18S8  was  elected  to 
serve  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  He 
has  always  been  prominent  in  whatever 
tends  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives,  and  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties  he  is  president  and  manager 
of  the  Ettrick  Creamery  Associp.tion. 

Mr.  Hagestad's  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Esther  Ivnutson,  a  dangliter  (if  Andrew 
Knutson.  who  emigrated  from  Norway  to 
America  with  his  family,  settling  in  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin.  lie  afterward  removed 
to  Ettrick  township,  where  he  died  June  7, 
1891,  and  his  wife  and  five  chililren  survive 
the  husband  and  father,  IVCrs.  Hagcstad  being 
the  eldest  of  the  children.  Mr.  Knutson 
was  an  upright  and  honorable  citizen,  ffnd 
especially  active  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  the  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilagestad  have 
had  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still 
living,  viz.:  Knut  M.,  Andrew  (_'.,  Katherine 
A.,  Esther,  Abnina.  C'lara,  William  A.  and 
Anna  C.  The  deceased  are  Albert.  Goi'a  and 
Albert.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hage- 
stad  is  a  Kepublican,  having  cast  his  first 
I'l-esidential  vote  for  (General  Grant.  He 
may  properly  be  said   to  lie  a  self-maile  man, 


and  with  but  a  limited  ojiportunity  for  ac- 
(piiring  an  education  he  is  now  well-informed 
on  the  general  issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a 
leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  promoting  the  re- 
ligious and  educational  growth  of  the  com- 
munity. 


rfc>- 


,^0N.  GEORGE  COWIE  settled  on  his 

iif^   iiresent    farm    on    the    25th    of    April, 

iLri'/  ~  • 

^■i-  1855,  having  been  the  second  perma- 
nent settler  of  the  town  of  Glencoe,  the  first 
being  Patrick  Muleare,  who  passed  away  a 
number  of  years  ago.  Mr.  Cowie  was  born 
near  Edinburg,  Scotland,  August  25,  1828, 
son  of  George  Cowie,  Sr.,  and  Janet  (Mc- 
Donald) Cowie,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Scotland.  George  Cowie  was  the  eldest 
of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  one  daughter  and  three  sons  still 
survive.  John  Cowie,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  resides  at  Kanopolis,  Kansas,  as  does 
also  James  Cowie,  who  is  manager  of  the 
salt  works  at  that  place.  The  surviving 
daughter  and  sister  of  the  family,  Mary,  is 
the  wife  of  Alex.  Eastman,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  George  Cowie  was  reared  to  the  occu- 
pation of  iron  and  coal  mining  in  his  native 
laud,  and  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  came  to  America.  Landing  in  Nova 
Scotia,  he  engaged  in  mining  there  for  a 
time,  and  then  went  to  Pottsville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  engaged  in  the  same  occupa- 
tion. Going  thence  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
he  left  that  port  on  the  5th  of  January,  1850, 
for  California.  Going  via  the  Istlimus,  he 
landed  at  Aspinwall,  and  thence  went  across 
the  Isthmus  on  foot  to  Panama  on  the  Pa- 
cific side.  At  that  place  he  took  the  steamer 
Winfield  Scott  for  San  Francisco.  This  proved 
a  most  eventful   voyage.     The  vessel  was  an 
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old  one,  and  botli  yellow  fever  and  cholera 
broke  out  on  board.  The  vessel  was  crowded 
with  1,000  passengers,  300  of  whom  were 
sick,  and  seventy-live  died  before  the  vessel 
reached  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  were 
buried  in  the  sea.  On  reacliing  California 
Mr.  Cowie  went  to  iS'evada  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  gold-mining,  and  remained  on 
the  Pacific  coast  for  about  one  year,  when  he 
returned  to  bis  home  in  Pottsville  via  the 
Nicaragua  route.  Soon  after  his  return  home 
he  removed  to  Lonaconing,  Allegany  county, 
Maryland,  where  he  engaged  in  mining.  In 
the  spring  of  1855  be  started  for  Wisconsin, 
going  by  rail  to  West  Virginia,  tlienee  by 
the  Ohio  river  to  Cairo,  and  thence  by  steamer 
to  Fountain  City  (then  known  as  Holmes' 
Landing),  an  Indian  trading  post.  That,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  thirty-six  years  ago. 
La  Crosse  at  that  time  was  but  a  village,  and 
tile  existence  of  Winona  had  scarcely  begun. 
Mr.  Cowie  made  his  present  settlement  at 
once,  purchasing  Government  land  at  §1.25 
per  acre. 

lie  was  married  in  Pennsylvania,  at  Potts- 
ville, to  Miss  Margaret  Faulds,  also  a  native 
of  Scotland.  Her  father,  James  Faulds  (now 
deceased),  accompanied  Mr.  Cowie  to  Wis- 
consin, as  did  his  son  and  daughter,  John  and 
Elizabeth  Faulds.  Here  for  tlie'^ong  period 
of  thirty-six  years  has  Mr.  Cowie  lived  and 
ever  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  country;  he 
has  been  called  on  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
serve  in  various  official  positions.  lie  was 
the  first  Postmaster  of  Glencoe,  filling  that 
office  very  efficiently  for  twenty-seven  suc- 
cessive years,  and  gave  the  name  to  the  office, 
which  was  established  in  1862.  lie  gave  the 
name  Glencoe  to  his  town  ii.  honor  of  a  val- 
ley in  the  highlands  of  Scotland  called  Glen- 
coe, which  was  the  home  of  the  Afc Donalds, 
from    which    family    he    is    descended.     He 


also  served  as  chairman  of  the  town  for  six 
years,  and  iield  nearly  all  uther  local  offices, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  town  of  Glencoe.  He  served 
in  the  Legislature  in  the  sessions  of  1871- 
'72,  and  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  the  Legislature  from 
Buffalo  county.  Mr.  Cowie  and  wife  have 
had  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living,  \-iz. :  James  F.,  George  M.,  Allan  J., 
Albert  E.,  Roltert  8.  and  Margaret  M.  Of 
the  children  deceased,  four  had  grown  to 
mature  years,  viz.:  David  and  Frank,  both 
dying  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Nettie 
and  Anna  had  attained  to  womanhood,  the 
former  having  married  Michael  Shonesy. 
George  and  Louis  died  at  tlie  age  of  two 
years.  Mr.  Cowie,  as  has  been  seen,  is  not 
only  the  oldest  settler  of  the  town  of  Glencoe, 
but  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Buffalo 
county,  and  his  name  is  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  all  the  official  positions  in 
which  he  iias  been  called  upon  to  serve  he 
has  ever  discbai-ged  his  duty  with  ability  and 
fidelity. 

fOIlN  GILLIES,  a  farmer  of  Trempea- 
leau county,  was  born  in  Roxborough, 
Scotland,  July  23,  1809,  a  son  of  James 
Gillies,  who  died  when  the  son  was  ten  years 
of  age.  The  mother  died  in  Scotland  some 
years  afterward. 

Mr.  Gillies  married  Euphemia  Thompson, 
learned  the  miller's  trade,  and  in  1832  came 
to  America,  lauding  at  Quebec.  After  visit- 
ing his  maternal  uncle,  George  Hope,  above 
Montreal,  he  went  to  a  large  Scotch  settle- 
ment in  Delaware  county.  New  York,  and 
lived  there  until  ISSH,  when  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county  with  his  family,  settling 
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where  be  now  lives.  He  is  therefore  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  of  the  town  ot'Trempealeaii. 
He  is  u  geiitleniau  of  higli  character,  liberal, 
and  a  faithful  supporter  of  good  institutions. 
At  one  time  he  served  as  president  of  the 
Trempealeau  County  Agricultural  Scciety, 
and  be  has  held  other  local  otKees. 

His  four  living  childi'en  are:  James,  at 
Trempealeau ;  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  Andrew 
R.  Carhart;  Marj',  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Wilcox, 
of  Trempealeau;  and  Ilicbard.  He  lost  one 
daugliter  and  four  sons.  Mrs.  Gillies  died 
January  2o,  3SS8,  at  the  a;j;e  of  seventy-nine 
years. 


|HIILP  WEISEMiERGER,  of  Wau- 
W  mandee,  was  born  November  9,  1828, 
*^  at  Baden,  Germany,  the  sou  of  Philip 
and  Susan  (Hoarn)  Weisenberger,  natives 
also  of  Baden,  who  with  seven  children  came 
to  the  United  States  by  .sail  vessel,  landing  at 
New  Orleans  in  iN-iS.  The  children  were: 
Josejih,  John.  Kachinir,  Philip,  Susan,  Jacob 
and  Frank,  the  last  three  only  now  living. 
The  parents  were  ad\'anced  in  life  when  they 
came  to  the  United  States.  The  father  had 
served  under  the  first  Xapoleon,  and  was  with 
him  in  the  Russian  campaign  and  afterward. 
On  coming  to  this  country  they  located  in 
Harrison  county,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Weis- 
enberger, whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
worked  out  for  a  time  and  then  bought  twenty 
acres  of  land  whereon  to  eai'u  a  livelihood  for 
himself  and  parents.  His  father  died  in  1860, 
aged  eighty-three  years,  and  his  mother  died 
in  1863.  Mr.  Weisenberger  addeil  to  his  first 
purchase  of  land  and  lived  in  Indiana  until 
1868. 

August  15,  1S04.  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  Fifty-eighth  Indiaiux  Infantry,  which  went 
into    camp    at    Indianajjolis,  and    soon   after 


joined  the  regiment,  moved  towards  Augusta, 
and  then  joined  Sherman's  army,  marching 
through  (xeorgia.  He  was  in  several  skir- 
mishes on  the  way,  especially  at  the  crossing 
of  rivers,  where  they  were  almost  invariably 
intercepted.  The  command  arrived  in  front 
of  Savannah.  Christmas  evening,  and  remained 
there  until  January  20,  1865,  when  they  en- 
tered South  Carolina,  and  proceeded  on  to  Co- 
lumbus, the  l,)urningof  which  they  witnessed. 
Mr.  Weisenbergei"  assisted  in  constructing 
the  bridge  across  the  river,  when  the  enemy 
were  sending  in  their  shot  thick  and  fast. 
Soon  they  had  a  tight  at  Bentonville.  After 
remaining  two  months  at  Goldsboro  and  two 
weeks  at  Smithfield,  keeping  open  communi- 
cation with  Raleigh,  they  at  length  arrived  at 
the  latter  place.  Thence  they  proceeded  to 
Richmond,  Alexandria,  and  finally  partici- 
pated in  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
May  24.  He  was  mustered  out  there  June 
15,  1805,  and  returned  to  Indianapolis  and 
to  his  farm. 

In  1868  he  sold  the  farm  and  came  to  Buf- 
falo county,  this  State,  locating  in  Montana 
township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  120 
acres  on  section  14,  partially  improved.  In 
1872  he  Ijuilt  a  new  house,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1891  a  nice  frame  barn,  in  the  place  of  two 
log  structures.  In  1870  he  added  to  his  first 
purchase  of  160  acres,  on  sections  12  aiid  IB, 
unimproved.  In  1874  he  bought  eighty  acres 
on  section  11.  His  land  now  therefore  lies 
on  four  sections,  is  all  good,  and  200  acres 
are  in  cultivation.  During  the  same  spring 
he  moved  to  Waumandee,  leaving  his  son 
Frank  in  charge  of  the  farm.  At  first  he 
raised  grain  principally,  but  at  length  drifted 
into  stock-raising. 

For  twelve  years  he  was  chairman  of  tiie 
Town  Board,  and  was  School  Treasurer  for 
sixteen  years.  He  was  married  in  1850, 
May    14,    in    Frankliri    townshiji,    Ilai-rison 
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county,  Indiana,  to  Miss  Marifaret,  daugliter 
of  Nicholas  Balmier,  and  has  had  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Appaloua,  John  i'.,  Frank, 
.loseph,  Margaret,  Lisie  and  Nicholas. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Weiaeiiherf^er  is 
a  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  memlters 
of  the  Catholic  Church. 


a«.  LEVETTA  PFAFF. 


resident 


4ifyWv  '^^  Farmincrton  township,  is  the  widow 
^^^  of  John  Pfaff,  an  old  settler  in  La 
Crosse  county.  Mrs.  Pfaif  was  born  in  Sax- 
ony, Germany,  February  14,  1826,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Austenie  (Shamerg) 
Rumble,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany; 
the  father  died  in  his  native  country,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  this  county,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  At  tlie  age  of  twenty 
years,  Mrs.  Pfaif  came  with  friends  to  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1851  was 
married  to  John  Pfaff.  He  was  born  in 
Saxony,  November  17,  1825,  and  was  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Lizzie  Pfaff.  In  1854  he 
came  with  his  wife  to  La  Crosse  county,  and 
here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
His  farm  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  well  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pfaff  had  born  to  them  eleven 
cliildren,  si.x  of  whom  are  living:  Pendle,  a 
farmer  of  the  county,  is  married  and  has  five 
children, — Myrtie,  Ollie,  Bertie,  Willie  and 
Mabel;  Louisa  is  married  and  has  three  chil- 
dren,— Ella,  Etta  and  Lila;  Lydia  is  married 
to  Mr.  Harmon  and  they  have  one  child, — 
Cordelia;  Ella  is  now  Mrs.  Coraan,  and  has 
two  children, — Angeline  and  Wendell;  Delia 
is  Mrs.  Hayne,  and  resides  in  Jackson  county, 
Wisconsin;  she  has  no  children;  Frederick  is 
at  home;  Albert  was  killed  by  a  threshing- 
machine;  he  left  a  wife  and  two  children,  but 


the  mother  and  one  child  are  now  deceased, 
Frank  being  the  only  surviving  meiubcrof  the 
family;  William  \vas  also  killcil  by  a  thresh- 
ing-niaeliine,at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years; 
he  left  a  widow  and  two  children, — Albert  and 
Stella;  Franco] ia  died  at  the  age  of  two  years 
and  eleven  months;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  and  Ileniy  was  of  the  same  age 
when  he  passed  from  this  life. 

Mr.  Pfaff  enlisted  during  the  late  war  in 
the  Twenty-fiftli  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, Company  F,  and  was  in  the  service  ten 
months;  he  was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
March  to  the  Sea,  and  did  faithful  duty  to  the 
cause  he  had  espoused.  After  his  return  to 
his  home  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  followed  this  occupation  until  his  death, 
December  6,  1880.  Politically  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  liberal,  but  was  of  the 
Methodist  faith.  He  was  a  man  of  many 
excellent  traits  of  cliaracter,  and  had  a  wide 
circle  of  friends,  lie  was  a  fond  father  and 
a  true  and  loyal  husband. 

Mrs.  Pfaff  is  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  she  has  contribu- 
ted very  liberally,  not  only  of  her  means  but 
also  of  her  time  and  energy.  She  is  a  woman 
of  unusual  executive  ability,  and  is  highly 
regarded  by  all  who  know  her. 


fOIIN  EARNER  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Buffalo  county.  His  fine  farm  is 
beautifully  located  and  well  cultivated. 
As  a  prominent  citizen,  substantial  and 
thrifty  farmer,  he  is  eminently  deserving  of 
biographical  mention  in  this  work.  Briefly 
given,  a  review  of  his  life  is  as  follows: 

John  Farner  was  born  in  Zurich,  Switzer- 
land, June  17,  1838.  His  parents,  Jacob 
and    Barbara    (Maurerj     Fanier,     were     also 
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uatives  of  Switzerland,  the  foi'iiier  born  in 
1801  and  the  latter  in  1803;  and  l.oth  lived 
and  died  there.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children:  Barbara,  Anna,  John,  Jacob,  Mag- 
daline,  Conrad,  Elsbeth,  and  two  who  died 
young.  Until  he  was  twelve  years  old  John 
remained  at  home,  attending  the  common 
schools.  He  then  worked  out  until  he  was 
nineteen,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  his  native 
land  and  sailed  for  America,  landing  in  New 
York  in  the  spring  of  1857.  From  there  he 
came  West  to  La  Crosse,  "Wisconsin,  and 
soon  afterward  to  Buffalo  county,  and  set- 
tled in  Waumandee,  where  he  engaged  in 
farm  work.  In  i860  he  returned  to  Swit- 
zerland, and  after  a  visit  of  si.\  months  came 
back  to  Waumandee  and  resumed  liis  former 
eni|iloyment. 

January  7,  1862,  Mr.  Farner  enlisted,  at 
La  Crosse,  in  Company  H,  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Wash- 
burn, Milwaukee.  His  regiment  went  to  the 
lield  about  the  1st  of  April,  with  Colonel 
Washburn  iu  command.  "  They  moved  to  St. 
Louis,  where  they  remained  till  May,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri, 
only  being  there  a  short  time,  however. 
Tliey  were  engaged  in  following  up  the  rebel 
guerrillas  until  July,  when  they  went  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  which  place  continued  to 
be  their  headquarters  until  May,  1863.  They 
were  first  under  General  Curtiss  and  later 
under  General  Washlnirn,  who  had  been  pro- 
moted. Mr.  Farner  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  raids  and  fights,  and  went  as  far  South 
as  Mississippi;  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  and  after  the  surrender  was  in  the  cap- 
tured city  until  September  16,  1863,  when 
he  was  discharged  from  service  on  account 
of  disability. 

He  returned  home,  and,  as  soon  as  his 
health  would  j.ermit,  again  gave  his  attention 
to     agricultui-al     pursuits.      On     bis     return 


from  Europe,  in  1861,  he  had  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  iu  section  15,  Waumandee  town- 
ship, and  in  1865  began  cultivating  it.  In 
1866  he  erected  a  dwelling  and  other  build- 
ings, but  his  present  home  was  not  built 
until  1886.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has 
since  added  forty  acres,  adjoining  the  south 
end  of  his  farm,  and  he  also  bought  five 
acres  near  his  home.  He  has  120  acres  under 
cultivation,  raising  all  the  cereals.  His  farm 
is  well  stocked  with  shorthorn  and  Holstein 
cattle  and  Clydesdale  horses. 

Mr.  Farner  was  married,  in  Waumandee, 
December  25,  1867,  to  Paulina,  daughter  of 
Casper  Ganz,  also  natives  of  Switzerland. 
Following  are  the  issue  from  this  marriage: 
Emma,  John,  Rosina,  Emil,  Eliza,  Alwena, 
William,  Henry,  Amelia,  John,  Louise  and 
Albert.     John  and  an  infant  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Farner  has  done  much  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  his  community;  has  held  a 
number  of  local  oflices,  always  discharging 
his  duty  faithfully  and  conscientiously.  He 
has  served  as  Town  Treasurer,  as  Assessor 
three  years,  at  different  times,  and  three 
years  as  Supervisor,  holding  the  latter  posi- 
tion at  the  present  time.  He  has  also  served 
as  Road-master.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  Fountain  City  Lodge,  No.  13,  and 
of  the  Harmonic  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  For  services  rendered  the 
country  of  his  adoption  he  now  receives  a 
pension  from  the  Government.  Mr.  Farner 
has  been  financially  successful.  He  has 
reared  a  large  and  interesting  family,  to 
whom  he  is  affectionately  attached,  and  in 
the  home  circle  he  finds  his  chief  pleasure. 


fAMES    IMRIE    is    another    pioneer    of 
Buffalo    county.       Fle     resides    on    the 
northeast  quarter   of  section    4,   in    the 
township  of  Nelsun,  where  he  settled  in  186-4, 
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at  which  time  no  improveiiients  whatever  had 
been  made  upon  the  place.  lie  was  liuin  in 
the  city  of  Perth,  Scotland,  February  28, 
1833,  son  of  David  Imrie,  a  native  of  the 
same  city.  David  Imrie  was  married  in 
Scotland,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hay,  and  they 
continued  to  make  that  country  their  home, 
there  rearing  their  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  eight  daughters.  Of,  this 
once  large  family  only  four  are  now  living, 
three  sisters,  who  live  in  Scotland,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  James  Imrie  and  his 
sister  Margaret  are  tlie  only  members  of  the 
family  who  emigrated  to  America.  The  lat- 
ter was  married  in  Scotland  to  Mr.  James 
Kodgers,  with  whom  she  came  to  America 
in  1841,  settling  in  the  town  of  Lisbon, 
Waukesha  county,  where  she  has  since  died. 
James  Imrie  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  his  native  land,  but  after  coming 
to  the  United  States  in  1853,  wishing  to  be- 
come still  better  fitted  by  education  for  the 
business  of  life,  he  entered  Carroll  College 
Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  re- 
mained a  student  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching,  which  was 
his  principal  occupation  for  a  number  of  years, 
chiefly  in  the  villages  of  Sussex  and  Merton, 
Waukesha  county.  He  was  married  in  that 
county  to  Mrs.  Agnes  Turner,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  soon  after  decided  to  locate  in 
a  newer  country,  wliere  land  was  clieaper, 
and  consequently  improved  an  opportunity 
to  change  his  land  in  Waukesha  county  for 
200  acres  of  land  in  Buffalo  county,  on  which 
he  located  in  1864.  His  place  was  then 
wholly  unimproved,  but  he  has  since  brought 
it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  having  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  During 
the  winter  of  1864-'6o  Mr.  Imrie  taught 
school  in  Mondovi,  Buffalo  county.  The  fol- 
lowing autumn  he  was  elected  County  Supei-- 
intetident  of  Schools,  and  two  years  later  re- 


in a  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  maimer 
lor  a  term  of  four  years.  Since  that  time  he 
has  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  the 
impi'ovement  of  his  farm,  with  the  exception 
of  four  years,  when  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising. He  is  a  gentleman  of  culture 
and  refinement,  and  has  ever  taken  a  promin- 
ent part  in  promoting  the  moral  atid  educa- 
tional growth  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  In  the  earlier  times  he  atfiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  is  now  independent 
of  any  party  in  his  political  news.  In  his 
religious  opinions  he  is  liberal  and  progres- 
sive. Mrs.  Imrie's  parents  were  John  and 
Marion  Gowans.  Her  father  died  in  Scot- 
land. Her  mother  re-married,  her  second 
husband  being  James  Davidson,  with  whom 
she  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in 
Waukesha  county,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  death.  Mrs.  Imrie  has  been 
twice  married;  she  came  to  America  with  her 
husband  in  1850,  settling  in  Waukesha 
county,  and  later  mtiving  to  Dodge  county, 
w-here  her  husband  died.  She  is  the  mother 
of  six  children  l)y  her  first  marriage,  and  of 
two  by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Imrie,  both  sons, 
named  David  and  John,  who  are  classed 
amongst  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of 
Buffalo  county. 

fHOMAS  A.  SIMPSON,  of  Arcadia, 
settled  in  Trempealeau  county  Sep- 
tember 12,  1856.  He  located  on  sec- 
tions 10  and  15,  township  20,  range  10  west, 
where  lie  broke  the  first  land,  fenced  the  first 
field,  dug  the  first  well  and  set  out  the  first 
shade  trees  on  those  two  sections,  also  liuilt 
the  first  bridge  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  tir^t 
one  across  the  Trempealeau  river  on  the 
Fountain  City  &  Winona  Road.     i\Ir.  Simp- 
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son  was  born  in  Leicestersliire,  England,  in 
1833,  a  son  of  James  Simpson.  In  1845  the 
family  emigrated  to  America,  settling  on 
Cross  Plains,  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
the  father  purchased  a  farm  of  Government 
land,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  in 
18(37 ;  his  wife  survived  him  many  years. 
James  Simpson  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
before  he  came  to  this  country,  having  been 
especially  engaged  in  sheep-raising  in  Eng- 
land. In  Dane  county  he  also  engaged  in 
stock  farming,  in  which  he  was  very  success- 
ful. He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Metli- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  a  Eepublican  in 
politics,  and  an  esteemed  citizen,  tie  and 
wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  two 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  the  only  brother 
of  our  subject,  James  W.,  is  the  youngest 
son  of  his  parents.  He  occupied  the  old 
homestead  in  Dane  county  for  many  years 
after  the  parents'  death,  but  is  now  living  in 
the  village  of  Black  Earth.  Six  of  the  eigiit 
daughters  are  now  living,  thi-ee  of  whom  are 
residents  of  Wisconsin,  one  of  California  one 
of  Kansas  and  one  of  Alabama. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  lived  on  the  old 
home  farm  for  a  number  of  years  after  the 
family  settled  in  Dane  county,  and  worked  out 
by  the  month  at  farm  labor,  in  Madison 
township,  and  also  for  a  time  near  White- 
water, Walworth  county.  The  first  land  he 
owned  was  located  in  this  county,  a  portion 
of  wliicli  he  (jbtaincd  from  tiie  Government, 
and  a  part  from  the  State.  He  cleared  and 
improved  two  iiiie  farms  and  continued  act- 
ively engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
until  1884,  when  he  practically  retired  from 
business  and  removed  to  the  viHage  of  Arca- 
dia. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  married  in  Trempealeau 
county,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Elelen  Gardner,  a 
native  of  Eutialo,  New  York,  and  daughter 
of  Henry  Gardner.     The  latter  removed  from 


the  State  of  New  York  to  Indiana  in  1848, 
thence  to  Trempealeau  county  in  1857,  later 
to  Kansas,  where  the  father  died  in  1872, 
and  the  mother  afterward  returned  to  this 
county,  where  she  died  in  December,  1888. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  have  four  children: 
Herman  E.,  the  eldest  son,  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  farm;  Charles  G.  is  a  printer  by 
trade;  ]>olphine  M.  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Gordon,  of  Owatonna,  Minnesota;  Mabel  G. 
at  home.  They  lost  four  children,  viz.: 
Edith  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  Myron  A.,  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Clara,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  and 
All)ert  E.,  in  early  infancy.  When  Mr. 
Simpson  retired  from  farming  he  purchased 
three  lots  on  the  table  land  in  East  Arcadia, 
where  he  erected  a  dwelling,  and  here  he  and 
his  wife  now  reside  in  their  pleasant  home. 
During  the  summer  Mr.  Simpson  indulges 
his  taste  for  gardening,  and  his  three  lots 
afford  him  ample  space  for  that  pastime,  and 
the  tine  vegetables  and  small  fruits  that  he 
produces  each  year  proves  him  to  be  an  adept 
at  horticulture.  Mr.  Simpson  has  long  been 
a  representative  man  of  his  township,  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  town  l)oard  many 
years,  and  as  chairman  of  that  body  for  three 
years.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  voted  with  that  party  ever  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  and  his  wife  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


fUNCAN  JAMES  McKENZIE.  Mayor 
and  Postmaster  of  Alma,  Wisconsin, 
was  born  in  Glengarry  county,  (Ontario, 
July  4,  1848,  son  of  James  and  Anna  Bella 
(McLaren)  McKenzie. 

James  McKenzie  was  born  near  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1828, 
W'here  he  was  subsequently  married,  his  wife 
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being  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
born  in  1819.  lie  was  reared  a  lumberman 
and  afterward  gave  his  attention  to  farming 
and  stock-raising.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
given  eight  children,  namely:  William  J., 
Duncan  J.,  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Xorman  Mcliue, 
of  Ontario;  Anna  Bella,  now  Mrs.  l^aniel 
Ross,  of  Ontario;  Elizabeth,  who  wedded 
Neil  McCriinmon,  of  Ontario;  James  K.,  of 
Alma;  Jessie,  now  Mrs.  Alexander  Robert- 
son, of  Hamilton,  Montana;  Donald  J.,  living 
at  Buckingham,  Province  of  Quebec.  The 
parents  reside  at  Ale.xandria,  Ontario. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  spent  his  early 
life  at  home,  assisting  liis  father  in  his  busi- 
ness and  attending  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  left  home  and  started 
out  in  the  world  to  make  his  own  fortune. 
His  first  place  of  location  was  at  Au  Saulde, 
Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  Aftei'  remaining  there  two  years 
he  moved  to  Chippewa  Falls,  AVisconsiii, 
where  lie  lived  till  the  spring  of  1875.  At 
that  time  he  came  to  Buffalo  county,  located 
at  Alma,  and  engaged  as  a  log  scaler  for  the 
Mississippi  River  Logging  Company,  in 
which  position  he  served  until  he  was  ap- 
pointed Lumber  Inspector  by  the  State.  The 
latter  position  he  held  from  the  spring  of 
1878  till  1889.  Since  then  he  has  carried 
on  a  logging  business  and  has  also  lieen  en- 
gaged in  steamboating  on  the  i-iver,  towing 
logs  and  lumber. 

Since  coming  to  Buffalo  county  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenzie  has  held  many  important  local  posi- 
tions. He  served  as  a  trustee  of  Alma  when 
it  was  a  village,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
Aldermen  after  it  became  a  city.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Commit- 
tee in  1888-'89,  and  was  the  only  chairman 
in  the  history  of  Buffalo  county  that  carried 
the  entire  Rejiublican  ticket  through  in  an 
election.     This  was  in  the  fall  of  188s.      He 


was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  in 
the  spring  of  1891  for  Mayor,  was  elected, 
and  is  now  filling  tliat  iinportaiit  position. 

lie  was  married  in  1875,  at  Eau  Claire, 
Wisconsin,  to  Catherine  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  David  and  Cornelia  (Babcock)  Ilorton. 
Her  parents,  descendatits  of  New  England 
ancestry,  came  from  Binghamton,  New 
York,  to  Wisconsin,  some  time  in  the  60s. 
They  are  residents  of  Chippewa  county,  where 
the  father  is  engaged  in  farming.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKenzie  five  children  have  been 
born,  viz.:  Anna  Bella,  who  died  in  October, 
1879,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Luverne, 
Jessie,  Mabel  and   Maud  Jean. 

Mr.  McKenzie  is  a  man  of  great  business 
activity,  shrewd  and  foresighted  in  his  finan- 
cial operations.  He  is  a  man  of  warm  and 
generous  impulses  and  is  noted  for  his  benevo- 
lent acts.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alma  blue 
Lodge,  No.  184,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Eau  Claire 
Chapter,  No.  30,  II.  A.  M.;  Chippewa  Com- 
mandery.  K.  T.,  Xd.  8;  and  Wisconsin 
Consistory;  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
ot  Pythias,  No.  18,  of  Alma;  was  Chancellor 
C  inmander  in  1891.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  member  of  Assembly  before  the  Republi- 
can Convention  in  188(5,  and  after  a  hot  con- 
test was  defeated  by  one  vote. 

fOSHUA  D.  SOIITHWORTH,  of  Coral 
(Mty,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Locke. 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  but  when  a 
child  removed  with  his  parents  to  Cattaraugus 
county,  in  the  same  State.  His  father  was 
Edward  Southworth.  His  mother,  Huldah 
(Steai'us)  Southworth,  died  in  Cattaraugus 
county.  Later  the  father  removed  to  Mc- 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  lived  till 
death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of 
sixteen    children,    many    of    whom    are   now 
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deceased.  He  was  married,  iu  Cattaraugus 
county,  to  Catherine  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
Ashbel  and  Mary  Webster  Wlieeler.  Mrs. 
Southworth  was  one  of  twelve  children.  In 
1858  Mr.  Joshua  D.  Southworth  removed 
with  his  family  to  Waukesha  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1860  to  Trempealeau  county. 
He  owns  about  280  acres  of  land.  His  farm 
includes  the  greater  part  of  the  plat  of  the 
former  village  known  as  Coral  City.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Southworth  have  two  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter. The  latter,  Frances,  is  the  wife  of  P.  A. 
Williams,  an  attorney  and  counselor  at  law, 
residing  at  Whitehall,  Trempealeau  county; 
Edward  is  now  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at 
Whitehall;  Charles,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  is  at  the  honjestead.  They  lost  a 
daugliter  in  infancy.  The  children  were  all 
born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  Xew  York. 


5^0N.  RICHARD  R.  REMITTER,  a 
llHl  prominent  citizen  of  Alma,  Wisconsin, 
^s¥  was  born  in  Rottweil,  Wiirttemburg, 
Germany,  February  7,  1837,  and  is  the  son 
of  Francis  Joseph  and  Anna  (Uiil)  Kempter. 
They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850, 
and  located  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  elder 
Kempter  was  a  jeweler  by  trade.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
viz.:  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Schaettle,  of 
Alma,  Wisconsin;  Cordula,  now  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Ackermann,  of  Streator,  Illinois;  Richard  R., 
Eleonana,  widow  of  Charles  A.  Boehme.  In 
1851  the  family  moved  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  died  in  the  spring  of  1852. 
The  mother  is  now  living  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Schaettle. 

Richard  R.  received  liis  primary  education 
in  Germany,  and  also  attended  the  Rottweil 
high  school  three  years.  In  1852  he  went 
to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  as  an  apjirentice  to  a 


watchmaker  and  jeweler;  remained  there  four 
years  and  completed  his  trade.  Then  he 
worked  at  his  trade  two  years  in  Ottawa, 
Illinois,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved 
to  Buffalo  city,  Wisconsin,  and  entered  the 
store  of  Charles  Schaettle.  He  remained 
there  until  the  opening  of  the  war,  when  he 
volunteered  his  services  for  the  protection  of 
his  adopted  country,  enlisting  in  Company 
F,  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  October  16, 
1861,  at  Camp  Siegel.  He  left  Milwaukee 
in  January,  1862,  for  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 
where  he,  with  his  command,  remained  about 
three  months;  thence  to  Fort  Scott.  This 
command  was  guarding  the  frontier,  moving 
about  that  section  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Kempter  participated  in  the  engagement  at 
Pea  Ridge.  November  1,  1862,  he  was 
appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  E, 
Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  Ilis  ne.xt  engage- 
ment was  at  Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas,  Decem- 
ber 7,  18G2.  This  was  a  hot  tight  and  Com- 
pany E  was  in  the  midst  of  it  with  the  Ninth 
Regiment.  They  returned  to  Fort  Scott,  and 
from  there  were  ordered  to  Rolla,  Missouri. 
On  this  march  he  was  accidentally  injured, 
which  unfitted  him  for  the  service.  He  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  May  21, 
1863,  and  returned  home  to  Buffalo  city, 
arriving  June  20.  He  then  lormed  a  part- 
nership with  Charles  A.  Boehme  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1874,  when  it  was  dissolved  and  Mr. 
Kempter  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
Charles  Schaettle  in  the  same  business,  and 
continued  thus  engaged  until  1878.  That 
year  Mr.  Kempter  turned  his  attention  to  the 
sale  of  agricultural  machinery  and  to  dealing 
in  grain,  which  business  he  still  continues. 
He  erected  for  his  use  a  grain  elevator  on 
•Main  street,  Alma,  near  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Northern  railroad,  and  on  the  bank  of 
the    Mississippi    river.     He  has    built  up  an 
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extensive  business,  and  has  hoen  prosperous 
to  a  large  degree. 

Mr.  Ivenipter  has  taken  a  prominent  and 
active  part  in  public  affairs  here.  lie  was 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  from  1865  to  18G7, 
after  which  he  was  deputy  for  al)out  eight  or 
ten  years.  He  was  Town  Clerk  of  Alma  two 
years,  1866  and  '67;  was  President  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Alma  for  three  terms;  was  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Buffixlo  county  seven 
or  eight  years;  and  was  Clerk  and  Treasurer 
of  the  school  district  for  about  fifteen  years. 
He  was  nominated  for  the  Assembly  by  the 
Republican  convention  in  1880;  was  elected 
and  served  one  term,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. 

September  14,  1863,  he  was  married,  at 
Buffalo  city,  to  Julianna  Huebsch,  by  whom 
lie  had  eight  children,  namely:  Richard  Anton, 
Frank  Joseph,  C-reorge  Washington,  Julia, 
Anna,  Amelia,  Robert,  Anton  Raymoiul,  all 
now  living  except  Anna  and  Robert.  His 
wife  died  June  30,  1880.  For  his  second 
companion  he  wedded  Caroline  Gaab.and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  Ijv  the  birth  of  tive 
children:  Elenora,  Norman,  EsteUa,  Flse  and 
Cora.     Elenora  and  Nornuxn  are  dead. 

Mr.  Kempter  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  is  Past  Master  of  liis  bidge.  He  is 
the  present  commander  of  the  Fimiaii  Post, 
No.  196,  G.  A.  R. 


fAMES  HARDIE,  of  Gale  township,  was 
born  in  (Tlasgow,  Scotland,  May  15, 
1828,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  ^[ary 
(Jarvie)  Hardie,  lioth  of  whom  died  when 
James  was  a  boy.  They  left  a  family  of  six 
children,  viz.:  Andrew,  Alexander,  Janet. 
James,  Robert  and  William.  Two  othei-s 
died  about  tlie  time  the  parents  passed  away. 


the  family  having  been  victims  of  a  [irevail- 
iiig  fever.  After  the  death  of  his  parents 
James  went  into  the  country  and  was  em- 
])loyed  as  a  herd  boy  and  farmer  until  ho 
attained  to  maidiood,  when  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Hihby,  a  sister  of  Richard  and 
James  Bibby,  of  Gale  township.  In  1852 
Mr.  Hardie  and  family,  accompanied  by  his 
brother-in-law,  Richard  Bibby  and  family, 
came  to  America,  and  after  landing  at  Balti- 
more they  engaged  in  mining  in  Maryland. 
In  1854  Mr.  Hardie  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  and  settled  on  a  new  farm  on  section 
27,  Gale  township.  The  land  was  then  cov- 
ered with  timber,  but  he  has  since  cleared  up 
a  tine  farm,  and  there  his  wife  died  Decem- 
ber 6,  1888.  She  left  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters. 

In  July,  1890,  Mr.  Ilardje  was  nuiri-ied  to 
Mrs.  Harriet  Gilbert,  her  maiden  name  being 
Harriet  Greenwood.  She  was  born  in  Wind- 
ham county,  Vermont,  the  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Beulah  (French)  Greenwood.  Mrs. 
Hardie  lost  her  mother  when  she  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  ami  after  the  death  of  the  wife 
and  mother  the  father  movcil  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  later  Mrs.  Hardie  followed 
him  to  that  State.  There  she  attended  school 
for  a  year,  and  was  married  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  to  Nathaniel  Gill)ert.  In 
1^55,  a  few  months  after  their  marriage, 
they  came  West  and  settled  on  a  new  farm  in 
Winona  county,  Minnesota.  In  1858  they 
removed  to  Galesville  and  bought  a  farm  near 
that  place,  but  continued  to  live  in  the  vil- 
lage. In  1879  they  removed  to  Moody 
county,  in  the  present  State  of  South  Dakota, 
and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  Mr.  Gilbert  died, 
May  5,  1882.  In  the  autumn  of  1884  Mrs. 
(4ilbert  returned  to  (jalesville.  She  had  nine 
children  by  her  first  husband  seven  sons  and 
two  daughtei-s. 

After  tlieii-  mnri'iagc   in  Julv,   1890.    Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Hardie  settled  where  they  now 
live,  their  home  being  about  a  mile  south  of 
Galesville,  where  they  are  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  their  industry.  Mr.  Ilardie  still  owns  his 
original  farm.  He  is  one  of  the  well-known 
and  substantial  citizens  of  Ti-enipealeau 
county.  Left  an  orphan  in  early  life  and 
thrown  upon  liis  own  resources  he  has  by  in- 
dustry and  economy  secured  a  competency. 


flMON  OLSON,  Register  of  Deeds  of 
Trempealeau  county,  is  now  serving  the 
first  year  of  his  third  term,  having  been 
first  elected  at  the  fall  election  of  1886,  and 
was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1888.  He  suc- 
ceeded John  0.  Melby,  the  present  banker  of 
Whitehall.  Mr.  Olson  has  been  a  resident 
of  Trempealeau  county  :^ince  July,  1869. 
He  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born  June  20,  1844, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  His 
father,  Ole  Swenson,  was  a  miller  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  1866  enjigrated  with  his  family 
to  the  United  States,  settling  at  Coon  Prairie, 
Wisc(jnsin.  In  1869  the  family  removed  to 
Trempealeau  county  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Unity  township,  section  10.  There  the 
father  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  May,  1887,  and  the  mother  is  still  livino-. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  and 
one  of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter  are 
now  deceased.  The  only  brother  of  Simon 
Olson,  Ole  C,  resides  at  Fhinney,  in  the 
State  uf  Washington. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  resided  on  the 
home  farm  in  Unity  township  until  elected 
to  his  present  office.  He  was  also  Assessor 
four  years  and  Town  Clerk  seven  years.  He 
was  married  in  this  county  April  10,  1882, 
to  Miss  Johanne  Engebretson,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,   Clara  Mathilde,  born  January 


16,  1883.  Mr.  Olson  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen and  possesses  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  Li  politics  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Kepublican  party. 

jpt.ENRY  C.  SHEPHARD.— As  a  promi- 
|rf|y|  nent  resident  of  his  county  and  one 
'°^~'i  who  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
its  welfare,  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
deserves  a  place  in  this  work.  Mr.  Shephard 
was  born  in  Canada.  His  father,  H.  C. 
Shephard,  Sr.,  was  born  in  England,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Jane 
Collins,  and  soon  after  the  event  emigrated 
to  Canada.  Not  long  after  the  birth  of 
Henry  C.  his  parents  removed  from  Canada 
to  the  town  of  Mansville,  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  and  later  to  Jefferson  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  lived  until  death. 
Of  their  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  thi-ee 
daugliters,  who  grew  to  mature  years,  all  have 
now  passed  away  but  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  viz.:  Francis  J.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Jefferson  county,  Wiscon- 
sin; George  A.,  a  resident  of  Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin;  and  Eliza,  the  only  surviving 
sister,  who  lives  in  Jefferson  county,  Wis- 
consin. 

Henry  C.  Shephard,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  father's  family. 
He  continued  in  Jefferson  county  during  his 
eai'ly  youth  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
went  to  Black  River  Falls,  Jackson  county, 
and  during  every  winter  since  that  time  has 
been  engaged  in  logging,  and  for  ten  seasons 
was  engaged  in  running  the  river  on  rafts, 
«"liich  occupation  he  still  follows  in  the 
winter  season.  Mr.  Shephard  became  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  the  lumber  regions 
of  the     I>lack    River.       Li     1856   he    bjgan 
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breakinu;  on  his  present  farm.  lie  has  a  fine 
(arm  of  360  acres  and  is  quite  largely  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising,  for  which  his  farm  is 
well  adapted,  it  being  well  watered  and  in  all 
other  respects  a  superior  stock-farm.  lie 
has  excellent  buildings,  and,  without  tloubt, 
his  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  for 
general  farming,  or  as  an  extensive  stock 
farm,  to  be  found   anywhere. 

Mr.  Shephard  was  married  to  Miss  I'hilena 
Sterling,  a  daughter  of  C.  I.  Sterling,  an  early 
settler  of  Jackson  county,  and  eight  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters:  Lettie,  Nellie,  Guy,  Ray,  Frank, 
Maggie,  Mabel,  and  Sadie.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Shephard  make  their  home  with  their 
daughter. 


|ILLIAM  CLEASi'.Y,  of  Eleva,  is 
||  one  of  the  pioneers  of  West  Wis- 
consin. His  father,  David  Cleasby, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  marrieil  Miss  Sarah 
Bainbridge,  and  in  1846  the  family  emigrated 
to  America.  Tliey  went  to  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  and  thence  to  Wisconsin  in  184S, 
locating  in  La  Fayette  county,  and  in  1S58 
settled  in  Pleasant  valiey,  Eau  Claire  county. 
There  David  Cleasby  cleared  up  a  farm  and 
lived  until  his  death,  which  occured  many 
years  ago.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away 
before  her  husband.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  all 
liut  one  son  and  a  daughter  are  still  living. 

William  Cleasby,  our  subject,  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  up  liis  farm  in  Kau  Claire 
county,  and  later  purchased  a  farm  of  his 
own  in  the  same  county,  which  he  afterwards 
sold  and  purchased  a  new  farm  of  240  acres 
in  the  town  of  Naples,  Uutl'alo  county,  on 
which    he  locateii.      This    farm  hi'    improved 


and  resided  on  until  the  spring  of  1890, 
when  he  removed  to  the  vil]a;.';c  of  Eleva, 
where  he  now  lives,  although  lie  still  owns 
his  Naples  farm,  which  is  occupied  by  his 
son.  Mr.  Cleasby  f.s  a  pioneer  of  West  Wis- 
consin underwent  all  the  privations  incident 
to  pioneer  life.  Deer  and  elk  in  those  days 
were  abundant,  but  neighliors  were  few  and 
far  between.  As  an  incident  of  his  early 
life  in  Eau  Claire  county,  the  following  is 
related:  Soon  after  the  family  settled  in  that 
county,  the  cattle  which  they  had  brouglit 
with  them  started  back  for  their  old  home  in 
La  Fayette  county,  and  William,  tlien  a  boy, 
followed  tliein  to  induce  them  to  I'eturii.  He 
followed  the  tracks  of  the  cattle  foi-  al)0ut 
three  miles  wlieii  he  suddenlj  came  in  full 
sight  of  a  herd  of  fine  elk.  They  presented 
a  magnificent  sight,  of  which  Mr.  Cleasby 
has  never  lost  the  imjireseion.  The  five  he 
described  appeared  as  large  as  horses,  and 
with  them  was  a  young  one  beside  its  mother. 
He  now  concluded  that  he  had  followed  the 
tracks  of  tlie  elk  instead  of  those  of  the 
cattle  and  was  consequently  upon  the  wrong 
track.  Therefore  he  returned  home  without 
having  accomplished  the  iilq'ectof  his  search. 
The  next  day  the  search  for  the  cattle  was 
resumed  and  it  was  found  tliat  he  hail  really 
been  on  the  right  track  the  iiievlons  ilay,  but 
had  been  deceived  by  the  a]i[>earance  of  the 
elk.  IJut  this  species  of  game  has  long  since 
disappeared. 

William  Cleasby's  hrst  wife  was  Mary 
Jane  Kobl)ins,  whom  he  mai'ried  November 
1,  1860,  and  who  died  October  1,  1883.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Adella  Ball, 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Eunice  (Harmon) 
Ball,  the  former  of  Welsh  and  the  latter  of 
English  ancestry.  Thej-  were  early  settlei's 
of  Mondovi,  from  which  place  Mi-.  I'.all  en- 
tered tlie  army  in  the  late  war.  Several 
years  after  his  rt'tiirn    from  the    armv  he  was 
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accidentally  killed  while  engaged  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  mill  at  Faircliild.  The  mother 
afterward  died  in  Buffalo  connty,  and  is 
hiiried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the 
town  of  Mondovi.  There  wei'O  four  daugh- 
ters in  the  family  of  Mr.  Ball,  but  no  sons. 
Mr.  Cleasliy  has  one  child  living,  Elroy  Ro- 
selle,  and  lost  one  child   in  infancy. 

fOHN  DETTINGER,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Gale  township,  has  been  a  resid- 
ent of  Trempealeau  county  since  the  fall 
of  1855.  He  was  born  in  Wiirttemberg,  Ger- 
many, May  13,  1826,  the  son  of  Jacob  Det- 
tiiiger,  who  remained  in  Germany  until  his 
death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
youngest  of  twelve  children,  only  six  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  five  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

John  Dettinger  came  to  America  in  1852, 
being  the  first  of  his  father's  family  who  ever 
came  to  this  country.  He  first  lived  for  a 
time  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  after  which 
he  went  to  Evansville,  Rock  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  worked  one  summer  for  a  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, and  in  1855  came  to  Trempealeau  coun- 
ty. He  was  married,  January  27,  1857,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Mathern,  wlio  was  born  in 
Rhine,  Prussia,  in  1838.  Her  father  died  in 
that  country,  after  which,  in  the  spring  of 
1855,  she  came  with  her  mother  to  America. 
She  is  the  only  child  of  liei'  parents,  aud  her 
mother  now  resides  with  her.  In  August, 
1802,  Mr.  Dettinger  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Tliirtieth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  with  that  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  health  was  much 
broken  while  in  the  army,  and  he  has  never 
fully  recovered.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:    Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth, 


wife  of  Frank  McClary;  Christiana,  William, 
George,  Christian  and  Carl.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dettinger  are  among  the  well-known  citizens 
of  Gale  township,  where  they  have  lived  so 
many  years.  Their  farm  contains  160  acres 
of  land,  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  where  they  ai-e  surrounded  with 
the  comforts  of  life.  Mr.  Dettinger  was  a 
faithful  solilier  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and 
is  now  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and 
both  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 
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31^4 EYI  L.  ODELL,  who  was  appointed 
iMl  P<JStmaster  at  Galesville  in  Septem'lier, 
^^  1889,  has  been  a  resident  of  Trempealeau 
county  since  1864.  He  was  born  in  Essex 
county.  New  York,  in  1834,  a  son  of  Robert 
Ferris  Odell.  Our  subject  is  a  brother  of 
Judge  Robert  Odell,  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  in  a  sketch  of  whom,  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  is  an  interesting  genealogy  of  the 
Odell  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his 
native  county,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  locating  in  what  is  now 
Marinette  county.  There  he  was  engaged  in 
lumliering  nntil  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Yolunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  February,  1865.  He 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  his  company,  which  p(.)sition  he  held 
during  nearly  the  whole  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice. He  passed  the  winter  of  1861-'62  in 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  and  in  May,  1862,  they 
went  to  Kentucky  and  rernained  there  during 
the  summer,  accompanying  General  Grant's 
army  to  Vicksburg.  He  was  in  fact  with  the 
ai'iny  of  General  Grant  most  of  the  time  until 
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that  General  was  transferred  to  the  army  of 
the  Potomac.  After  the  sieo-e  of  Vicksburj^ 
and  the  surrender  of  that  rebel  stronghold, 
he  remained  with  his  command  at  that  place 
for  a  time,  spending  the  winter  of  1863-'(54 
at  Natchez.  With  his  command  he  rejoined 
Sherman's  army  at  Dalton,  marching  all  the 
way  from  Cairo,  and  took  an  important  part 
in  the  siege  and  capture  nf  Atlanta.  Mr. 
Odell's  health  was  very  much  hrckeii  in  the 
army,  and  he  has  never  regained  his  former 
strength. 

Soon  after  his  retui'n  fi-oiu  the  army  he 
came  to  Galesville  and  purciiased  a  farm  near 
this  place,  on  which  he  resided  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty-six  years.  He  slill  owns 
this  place  of  lUO  acres,  which  is  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Odell  was  married, 
in  1863,  while  at  home  on  a  furlough,  to 
Miss  Elraina  M.  Fisher,  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  re- 
siding in  Minnesota.  They  have  one  son, 
Harlan  B.,  born  in  1865,  and  now  a  resident 
of  jS'ew  York  city.  Mr.  Odell  is  a  member 
of  Wilson  Colwell  Post,  at  La  Crosse,  and 
also  of  Decorah  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  was  a  faithful  soldier  in  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  and  is  a  worthy  and  respected 
citizen. 


-^LIVEPt  A.  HEGG,  the  present  Clerk  of 
ftijj  of  the  Circuit    Court    of  Trempealeau 

■^^'  county,  who  also  makes  loans  and  con- 
veyances, was  appointed  to  serve  the  un- 
expired term  of  E.  IJratlierg,  A[>ril  4,  1888, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  was  elected 
for  a  full  term,  and  re-elected  in  1890.  He 
was  born  in  Norway,  March  1,  1842.  iiis 
father  died  when  he  was  a  child,  after  which 
the  mother  remarried,  and  when  he  was  bnt 
ten   years   of  age    the  family    emigratod    to 


America,  settling  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin. 
In  1872  the  mother  and  stupfathei-  removed 
to  Osage  county,  Iowa,  where  the  mother 
subsequently  died,  and  where  the  father  still 
lives. 

May  17,  1861,  the  subject  uf  this  sketch 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Third  liegiment 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was 
commanded  by  Colonel,  afterward  (xeneral, 
C'.  S.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Ilegg  served  in  the 
army  of  the  Lnidu  until  July  18,  18G5.  He 
left  W^isconsiii  with  his  regiment  July  12, 
1861,  arriving  at  Harper's  I'erry  July  22,  and 
the  regiment  did  picket  iluty  o:i  the  Potomac 
dui'ing  the  summer  of  18()1.  He  was  present 
and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  bogus 
Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  also  t(jok 
part  in  the  battle  of  Bolivar's  Height, Virginia, 
which  was  his  first  engagement.  With  his 
regiment  he  went  u[)  the  Shenandoah  valley, 
in  Februarj',  1862,  under  Banks,  and  pene- 
trated that  valley  to  Ilarrisburg,  Virginia. 
Butler's  forces  were  defeated  and  driven  back 
by  the  Confederates,  under  Stonewall  Jackson, 
and  on  the  retreat  the  battle  of  Winchester 
was  fought.  The  Union  forces  subseipiently 
rested  on  the  Potomac  River,  at  Williams- 
burg, and  the  main  forces  were  orJereil  back 
to  Winchester,  crossing  over  to  Luray  valley, 
Virginia,  and  engaging  Stonewall  Jackson's 
forces  in  battle  at  Cedar  Mountain.  Then, 
under  General  Pope,  they  retreated  to  Wash- 
ington, fighting  the  second  battle  of  Manassas 
on  the  way,  and  joining  MuClellan's  forces 
in  Washington.  They  were  in  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam,and  then  took 
])art  under  Hooker  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  in  May,  1863,  and  under  Meade 
at  Gettysburg  July  1,  2  and  3  of  the  same 
year.  Soon  after  the  last  named  battle  the 
Third  Wisconsin  was  united  with  the  Eleventh 
xVrmy  Corp-,  and  went  West  as  the  Twentieth 
Corps. 
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December  23,  1SG3,  Mr.  Hegg  re-en- 
listed and  went  home  on  a  furlough  of 
twenty-three  days.  He  rejr>ined  his  regi- 
ment at  Tnllahoina,  Tennessee,  in  February, 
1864,  and  took  part  in  Sherman's  Atlanta 
campaign,  being  actively  engaged  in  all  the 
battles  incident  to  that  noted  campaign  and 
inarched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  He 
fought  in  the  battles  of  Bentonville  and 
Averysborough,  thence  to  Goldsborough  and 
Haleigh,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Johnston's  army.  Mr.  Hegg  entered  the  army 
as  a  private,  and  was  promoted  Corporal  Oc- 
tober 10,  18(31,  as  Sergeant  in  April,  1862, 
as  Quartermaster  Sergeant  April  15,  1863, 
and  as  First  Lieutenant  September  30, 
1864.  After  participating  in  the  Grand  Re- 
view at  Washington  his  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  it  was  mus- 
tered out  July  18,  1865.  Lieutenant  Hegg 
was  with  his  regiment  during  its  whole  term 
of  service,  and  on  his  return  from  the  army 
he  settled  in  Dane  county.  He  was  married 
in  1863,  when  at  home  on  his  furlongh,  to 
Miss  Jane  M.  Anderson,  a  native  of  Xorway. 
September  18,  1869,  Mr.  iiegg  removed  with 
his  family  to  Trempealeau  county,  and  settled 
in  Arcadia  townsliip.  where  he  was  engaged 
in  fanning  until  18S3,  and  in  tliat  year  en- 
gaged at  merchandising  at  Lidependence, 
and  later  at  White  Hall.  He  retired  from  that 
business  to  assume  his  present  official  duties 
in  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hegg  have  three 
children:    Maud,  Aniunda  and  Lula. 

Mr.  Hegg  was  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  his  town  liefore  coming  to  AVhite  Hall, 
and  while  living  in  Arcadia  he  was  a  member 
of  the  County  I'.oard  for  three  years,  and 
chairman  of  tlu't  board  one  year.  He  has 
been  a  student  all  his  life,  and  is  now  a  well 
educated  gentleman.  He  began  teachincr  in 
early  life,  his  first  school  being  in  Dane 
county,  in  1860-'01,  and  has  taught  altogether 


about  twenty  terms,  much  of  this  time  in 
Trempealeau  county,  and  nine  terms  in  one 
district.  He  is  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  all  good 
enterprises.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
war  for  the  Union,  being  one  of  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  his  country,  nor  did  he 
retire  from  his  service  until  the  last  armed 
Eebel  had  surrendered,  and  the  Union  ilag 
waved  trtumphantly  over  the  entire  country. 


§ANIEL  OILMAN,  of  the  town  of  Gil- 
mantown,  is  one  of  the  pioneeei-s  of 
-^!0  Buffalo  county.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Woodbury,  Washington  county,  Ver- 
mont, in  1833,  son  of  Samuel  Gilman.  a 
native  of  Maine.  The  Gilman  family  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  New  England 
colonies.  Several  brothers  emigrated  from 
England,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Maine  and 
another  in  New  Hampshire,  Daniel  Gilman 
being  descended  from  the  Maine  liranch.  In 
1816,  Samuel  Gilman,  the  father  of  Daniel, 
went  to  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Clark,  a 
native  of  tiiat  State.  In  1820  he  removed  to 
Woodbury,  Vermont,  thence  to  Hyde  Park, 
same  State,  and  still  later  to  Burlington, 
Vermont,  where  they  lived  until  1851,  when 
tliey  came  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Lafayette 
County.  They  continued  here  but  a  short 
time  and  then  removed  to  La  Crosse  county, 
where  they  remained  but  one  season  and  then 
located  in  Buffalo  county  in  1855.  The  male 
members  of  the  family  consisted  of  Samuel 
Gilman  and  his  four  sons,  all  of  whom  took 
up  Government  land,  and  they  all  became 
prominently  identified  with  the  development 
of  this  portion  of  the  county,  the  town  of 
Gilmantt>wn  being  named  in  honor  of  this 
family  of  pioneers.      Here  the  father  died  in 
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1873,  at  the  age  of  seven t}'- six  years,  the 
mother  having  dieil  in  18G2,  at  tlie  aoe  of 
sixty-six  years.  Edsondieil  in  ISfi^J,  leaving 
a  family;  Franklin  died  l.)ecend)er  1,1880. 
lie  was  one  of  the  re])resentative  men  of 
IJuft'alo  county,  and  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Wisconsin,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  in  1879.  lie  also  held  at  various 
times  the  principal  township  office,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  first  town  board  of  Gilman- 
tovvn  in  1857,  which  position  he  held  for  not 
less  than  fifteen  terms.  He  was  president  of 
Buffalo  County  Agricultural  Society  for  three 
years,  and  was  in  all  respects  a  representative 
man.  Daniel  was  the  third  of  the  sons  in 
order  of  birth,  and  Andrew  was  the  youngest. 
Andrew  is  now  a  resident  of  JJrown  county, 
Minnesota,  so  that  of  the  four  brothers  only 
two  are  living,  and  Daniel  is  the  only  one 
who  continues  to  reside  in  Buffalo  county. 
Daniel  and  Andrew  Gil  man  came  West  in 
1850.  They  went  directly  to  Lafayette 
county,  coming  to  Buffalo  county  in  1855, 
when  the  remainder  of  the  family  came. 
Daniel  Gilmau  was  married  to  Miss  Olive 
Hatch,  a  native  of  Roxbury,  Vermont,  who 
died  in  1878,  leaving  three  children,  viz.: 
Ida,  wife  of  Matthew  Tracy,  of  Ironwood, 
Michigan;  Elsworth  and  Hale,  both  of  whom 
are  residents  of  the  town  of  Gilmantown.  Mrs. 
Gilman  was  the  first  teacher  of  Gilmantown, 
and  was  in  all  respects  a  worthy  and  estim- 
able woman  and  an  affectionate  wife  and 
mother.  Franklin  and  Mary  Hatch,  the 
parents  of  Mrs.  Gilman,  came  to  Buffalo 
county  from  Roxbury,  Vermont,  in  185(5, 
and  resided  here  for  a  nundjer  <jf  years,  but 
in  1864  they  removed  to  Leavenworth,  Brown 
county,  Minnesota,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  their  death.  Daniel  Gilman  is 
one  of  the  few  remaining  pioneers  of  this  part 
of  Buffalo  county.  He  came  here  when  the 
country  was  new  and  wild,  and  has  witnessed 


the  growth  and  development  of  thirty-five 
years.  He  is  in  all  n-s|iects  a  worthy  and 
esteemed  citizen,  and  is  justly  entitled  to 
prominent  mention  in  this  biograjihical  work. 


-t,r>^w^^,« 


iieen  a  resi- 


/fOSEPH  DENSMORE 
m\  dent  of  Trempealeau  county  .since  1803, 
-^  and  of  the  town  of  Preston  since  18fi6, 
he  having  settled  on  section  21,  in  May.  I8tit), 
and  is  still  living  there.  He  was  born  in 
Pittsfield,  Rutland  county.  Vermont,  in  1818. 
His  parents  removed  with  their  family  from 
the  Green  Mountain  IState  to  Spring  Prairie, 
Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
lived  the  i-emainderof  their  lives.  They  had 
a  family  of  four  children,  who  grew  to  mature 
years.  Josiah  M.,  the  eldest,  who  died  at 
St.  Charles,  Minnesota,  in  the  spring  of  1891; 
Rebecca,  the  only  daughter,  died  in  Walworth 
county,  in  1883.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  next  in  age.  The  youngest  of  tlie 
family  is  John  Duane  Densmore,  a  resident 
of  Augusta.  Eau  Claire  county,  Wisconsin. 
Joseph  W.  Densmore  was  married  at  Elkhorn, 
Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  August  18, 
18'4(j,  to  ]\Iaria  Louise  AVilson,  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Abegail  (^I'ishop)  Wilson. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Densmore  I'emoved  from 
the  East  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  when  she 
was  a  child,  and  a  few  years  later  emigrated 
farther  West  and  settled  in  the  town  of  La 
Fayette,  Walworth  county,  AVisconsin,  where 
they  lived  till  death. 

Tiie  father  died  many  years  ago;  the  mother 
survived  her  husbaml  till  February,  1883, 
passing  away  at  tlie  old  honiestead  in  Wal- 
worth county,  at  eighty-seven  yt-ars  of 
age.  They  wei-e  the  pai'cnts  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Densmore  is  the  old- 
est. Five  of  the  family  are  now  living, 
four   daughters   and    one   son,    a    brother   of 
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Mrs.  Densinoi'e  dying  in  the  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Tenth  Kegiment 
Wisconsin  Yohmteer  Infantry.  The  surviving 
members  of  the  family  after  Mrs.  Densmore 
are  Catherine,  Lydia,  Hiram  and  Rosanna. 
The  only  Virother  lives  in  Sac  county,  Iowa, 
and  Rosanna  lives  at  the  old  home  in  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin.  The  deceased  are: 
James,  Caroline  and  William  Henry.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Densmore  continued  to  live  in 
Walworth  county  until  they  came  to  Tremp- 
ealeau county,  in  18G3.  In  March,  1865,  Mr. 
Densmore  entered  the  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  A,  Fifty-third  Regiment  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  war  closed. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Densmore  have  three  children: 
George,  Charles  and  Caroline.  They  lost  a 
son,  William  Henry,  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years.  Mr.  Densmore  and  wife  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  possess  all  the  comforts  of 
life,  as  the  result  of  their  industry.  The 
home  farm  contains  120  acres,  but  Mr.  Dens- 
more has  another  farm  in  this  town,  of  157 
acres.  Mr.  Densmore  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  General  William  H.  Harrison  in 
18-40,  and  is  to-day  a  stanch  Republican, 
numbered  among  the  well-known  and  re- 
spected cititizensof  the  town  and  county. 

fASPEIi  WOIILGEXANT,  a  furniture 
dealer,  undertaker  and  lumber  merchant 
of  Arcadia,  engaged  in  the  furnitni'e 
business  in  this  village  in  the  fall  of  1875, 
under  the  firm  name  of  E.  J.  Tracy  &  Co. 
After  a  co-partnership  of  one  year  Mr.  Wohl- 
genant  bought  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
and  was  alone  in  business  for  about  six 
months,  when  he  forme<l  a  comjiany  with 
Peier  Ley,  which  continued  about  one  vear. 
In  the   meatitime  the  ])resent   store    luiildincr 


was  erected.  Since  the  dissolution  of  the 
last  partnership  Mr.  AVohlgenant  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone,  in  addition  to 
which  he  has  added  the  lumber  trade. 

He  was  born  in  Austria,  in  1849,  a  son  of 
Joseph  Wohlgenant,  who  died  in  his  native 
country  when  his  son  was  eight  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871, 
and  after  some  time  spent  in  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
in  work  at  his  trade,  he  went  to  Wabasha, 
Minnesota,  where  he  remained  about  two 
years  and  then  came  to  Arcadia.  Mr.  Wohl- 
genant was  married  in  this  city  to  Miss  Mag- 
gie Ley,  a  daughter  of  his  former  partner, 
and  they  have  four  daughters:  Rosa,  May, 
Katherine  and  Anna.  Mr.  Wohlgenant's 
family  accompanied  him  to  the  United  States, 
and  he  now  has  a  brotlier,  Martiii,  three  years 
younger  than  himself,  residing  in  IJrooklyn, 
New  York.  Our  subject  is  the  only  furni- 
ture dealer  and  ealnnet-maker  in  Arcadia. 
He  has  been  quite  successful  in  trade,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  successfnl  business  men 
of  Arcadia. 


fOSEPH  RUTH,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Arcadia,  was  born  in  P>altimore,  Mary- 
land, in  18(U,  the  son  of  Joseph  Ruth, 
who  died  when  our  subject  was  but  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Joseph  was  educated  in  his 
native  city,  graduating  at  Bryant,  Stratton  »te 
Saddler's  Business  College  in  May,  1880,  and 
the  following  year  he  came  to  Arcadia.  He 
was  engaged  as  l)ook-keeper  a  few  months  for 
Fugina  Bros.  &  Fertig,  and  afterward  was 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Trempealeau  County 
l>ank  several  months,  or  until  that  institution 
was  discontinuei-i.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  present  bank  since  its  organization, 
in  1883. 
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Mr.  Ruth  is  tlie  only  represeutative  of  liis 
father's  family  residing  in  AVisconsin.  His 
only  brother,  Frank,  two  years  younger  than 
himself,  resides  in  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia;  and  two  sisters  are  also  residents 
of  the  same  city, — Tiieresa,  widow  of  Henry 
Iluth,  and  Anna,  wife  of  T.  Leckert.  Mr. 
Ruth  was  married  in  Areadia,  to  Miss  Antoi- 
nette Ilengall,  of  Winona,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Helen  K.,  Frank  J.  and  Ray- 
mond M.  Mr.  Ruth  is  a  careful  and  efficient 
cashier,  and  discharges  the  duties  of  his  po- 
sition with  credit  and  ability.  He  is  respected 
and  esteemed  l)y  his  fellow  citizens. 


^LLIAM  GIBSON  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Trempealeau  county,  whei'e 
he  has  resided  since  January,  1863. 
He  bought  his  present  farm  of  Charles  T. 
Mowl,  whose  father  purchased  the  land  of  the 
Government.  Very  little  improvements  had 
been  made  on  this  place  when  purchased  by 
Mr.  Gibson;  no  buildings  had  been  erected, 
and  but  forty  acres  had  been  broken. 

He  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  in  1827,  the  son  of  Thomas  Gib- 
son, a  native  of  county  Derry,  Ireland,  but 
who  emigrated  to  Canada  when  a  youth.  He 
married  Huldah  Brayton,  a  native  of  that 
province,  and  daughter  of  Matthew  Brayton, 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  hence  Mr.  Gibson, 
on  his  mother's  side,  is  descended  from  early 
New  England  ancestry.  The  maternal  ances- 
tory  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Canada 
many  years  after  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
though  they  and  their  immediate  descendants 
became  Canadian  subjects,  they  ever  main- 
tained a  loyal  affection  for  the  Union.  Thon^as 
Gibson  died  in  Canada,  and  later  the  rnotlier 
removed  with  her  family  to  Michigan,  where 


she  lived  until  death.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  he  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  All  lived  to  have  families 
of  their  own,  and  there  are  now  three  l)rothers 
and  one  sister  living.  William  is  the  eldest 
of  those  living;  James,  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth,  is  a  resident  of  this  county',  as  is  John, 
the  youngest  of  tiie  three;  the  sister  resiiles 
at  Antigo,  Wisconsin. 

William  Gibson  grew  to  manhood  in 
Canada,  and  was  there  married  to  Jane  Mc- 
Gregor, a  native  of  Scotland,  but  who  emi- 
grated to  Canada  from  her  native  country 
with  her  parents  when  a  child.  Mr.  Gibson 
moved  from  Canada  to  Outagamie  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1855,  but  the  rest  of  the  family 
removed  from  that  country  to  Michigan.  In 
Outagamie  county  he  improved  a  farm,  on 
which  he  continued  to  reside  until  he  came 
to  Trempealeau  county,  in  1863.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gibson  have  six  children,  three  boys 
and  three  girls:  Thomas,  Eliza,  Huldah  Ann, 
Janet,  Daniel  and  Robert.  Air.  Gibson  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town  of 
Trempealeau,  where  he  has  lived  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  His  reputation  is  that  of  a  man 
of  public  spirit  and  integrity,  and  is  respected 
and  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens.  In  his 
political  attiliations  he  is  a  Republican,  having 
voted  for  the  first  presidential  candidate, 
John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856. 


|WII()MAS  HENRY.— This  gentleman  is 
W&  another  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers 
W*  of  Buffalo  county.  He  was  boi-n  in 
New  York  city.  September  24,  1844,  sou  of 
Robert  and  Isabel  (St.  Clair)  Henry.  His 
fatlier  was  a  son  of  Tlminas  Henry,  and  was 
born    in   Boswell,   Scotland,    June   lU,  1818. 
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Grandfather  Peter  St.  Clair  was  a  native  of 
the  Orkney  Islands. 

Roliert  Henry  was  l)y  oecnpatiun  a  ship 
carpenter,  and  for  many  years  pursned  that 
business  on  the  Clyde.  In  June,  1844,  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  his 
family,  and  landed  in  New  York.  Locating 
in  that  city,  he  began  woi-k  at  his  trade  and 
remained  there  about  one  year,  after  which 
he  came  \^est.  settled  at  Hacine,  Wisconsin, 
and  continued  the  tame  business.  He  made 
his  home  there  fur  eleven  years,  then  removed 
to  Buffalo  county  and  took  up  his  abode  on 
section  30,  Waumandee  township,  where  he 
had  previously  purchased  240  acres  of  land. 
This  was  in  1855.  He  sulisequently  added 
forty  acres  to  liis  farm.  At  that  time  there 
were  few  settlers  here.  Mr.  Henry's  nearest 
neiglil)or  was  John  Kii-cliner,  who  lived  three 
miles  northeast  of  him.  At  tirst  he  built  a 
cabin,  which  sei'ved  for  a  home  until  18(34, 
when  the  present  farm  dwellinir  was  com- 
pleted. From  time  to  time  Mr.  Henry  con- 
tinued to  make  improvements  until  1890, 
when  he  sold  out  to  his  son  Thomas.  During 
the  early  settlement  of  Buffalo  county  he  was 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  in  1869  was 
elected  by  the  Hepnblican  party  for  the  State 
Assembly,  and  served  one  term.  He  is  now 
a  resident  of  Winona,  Minnesota.  To  him 
and  his  wife  ten  children  were  born,  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret,  Thomas,  Sarah,  wife  of  S. 
M.  Meyei's,  of  Independence,  Wisconsin; 
Jenet,  wife  of  V.  Morgan,  of  Chippewa 
Falls;  Isabel,  who  mai-ried  J.  F.  Stewart,  is 
now  deceased;  Margaret,  Jane,  lloljci't,  J(.>hii, 
Agnes,  wife  of  Henry  (-rocHlrich,  of  Chicago. 
All  are  living  except  the  two  Margarets,  John, 
Isabel  and  Jane. 

Thomas  Henry  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
received  his  education  chiefly  in  the  public 
schools.  February  3,  18Go,  he  enlisted  at 
Fountain  City,  in  (.'ompany  Jv,    Forty-eighth 


Wisconsin  Infantry,  Captain  John  D.  Lewis, 
and  went  into  camp  at  Milwaukee.  When 
the  regiment  was  ordered  West  for  Indian 
service,  Mr.  Henry,  being  sick  with  typhoid 
fever,  was  left  behind.  Before  he  recovered 
the  war  ended,  and  he  received  his  discharge 
from  the  service,  June  16,  1865.  He  then 
returned  home  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1874-'75  he  attended  the  commercial  school 
at  La  Crosse.  January  18,  1890,  he  pur- 
chased his  father's  farm  and  is  now  conduct- 
ing the  same;  has  about  150  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  among  liis  stock  are  found 
short-horn  cattle  and   Clydesdale  horses. 

In  1880  Mr.  Henry  was  Town  Assessor. 
In  1888  he  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Sui^ervisors  for  the  county,  and  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  position  in  1891.  He  is 
also  Clerk  of  the  School  Board.  April  15 
1890,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  An- 
chorage, and  now  tills  that  oftice.  In  1890 
he  supported  the  liepublican  ticket;  is,  how- 
ever, independent  in  his  political  views. 

Mr.  Henry  was  married  February  16,  1880, 
at  Arcadia,  Wisconsin,  to  Gi'ace  C,  daughter 
of  William  and  Grace  (Muir)  Robertson,  of 
Arcadia.     They  have  one  child,   Rohert  Roy. 

fULLECK  OLSON  is  the  first  settler  of 
the  town  of  Preston,  having  located 
there  in  July,  1854.  His  nearest 
neighbor  was  Mr.  George  Smith,  now  of 
Galesville,  who  lived  where  is  now  the 
town  of  Gale.  Mr.  Olson  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, February  24,  1830,  and  about  twelve 
years  later  the  family  emigrated  from  Norway 
to  America,  landing  in  Milwaukee  when  that 
city  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  people 
was  but  a  small,  uninviting  place,  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Norway,  Racine 
county;  live  years  before  this  country  became 
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a  State.  The  mother  died  soon  ui'ter  coiiiino; 
to  tliis  country, leavingahushaud and  five  chil- 
dren, of  which  C-inlleck  was  the  oldest,  liuiiig 
at  the  time  of  her  death  thirteen  years  (if 
age.  The  family  settled  on  some  land  in 
Racine  county  and  lived  there  for  many  years, 
where  some  of  the  family  still  reside.  The 
fatlier  lived  at  his  old  home  in  Racine  county 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 
1891,  leaving  a  widow  who  still  survives,  he 
having  re-married.  Of  the  live  children  by 
the  tirst  marriage,  Gulleck  is  the  eldest; 
Knut,  the  second  in  order  of  birtij,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Preston,  as  is  also  Bur- 
chard,  the  third.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Immell,  of  Blair,  an  inventor.  Ole  resides  at 
Burlington,  Wisconsin.  The  eldest  daughter 
married  Frank  Overson,  and  died  in  Racine 
county.  A  son,  Abraham,  and  a  daughter, 
Andrina,  live  on  the  old  homestead. 

November  25,  1850,  the  Rev.  II  A.  Stul) 
united  in  tlie  bonds  of  matrimony  Mr.  Gul- 
leck Olson  and  Miss  Bertha  Olson,  a  native 
of  Norway  who  came  to  this  country  the  same 
year  as  her  husband,  and  two  years  later  they 
removed  to  what  was  then  Bad  Axe,  now 
Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  lived 
for  a  short  time,  then  sold  their  farm  and 
came  to  this  country.  They  tirst  settled  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  13,  towiisliip 
21,  range  7  west,  but  a  few  years  later  moved 
to  section  18,  which  has  since  been  their 
home.  As  the  result  of  their  industry  and 
good  management  they  now  have  a  pleasant 
and  comfortable  home,  and  a  fine  farm  of 
227  acres  of  good  land.  Of  the  five  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  Helen  is  the  wife  of 
Ole  Lee,  of  Brookings,  Dakota;  Ebert  is  a 
resident  of  Tomahawk,  Wisconsin;  Ilenry 
and  Thomas  are  at  home,  and  Isaliel  is  the 
wife  of  Olaus  P.  Strum.  ]V[r.  Olson  has 
lived  here  for  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years 
and  has  seen  the  country  grow  from  a  state  of 


wildness  to  its  present  importance.  lie  has 
held  many  offices  iif  ti'ust  and  hoiiur;  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  IJiKird,  Town 
Treasure]-  and  School  Tr'  asurer  for  many 
years.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
religiously  he  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


IllIMANX  IIFLGESON  was  born  in 
fc  Norway,  March  20,  1S51,  son  of  Ilelge 
^J  Iverson,  who  died  when  his  son  was  but 
si.v  months  old.  AVhon  si.xteen  years  of  age, 
in  1867,  he  came  to  America,  accompanied 
by  an  older  sister,  Aaste,  who  died  in  Dane 
county  about  three  weeks  after  their  arrival. 
Mr.  Helgeson  remained  in  Perry,  Dane 
county,  for  about  si.x  years,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Astri  O.  Bakken,  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Perry,  Dane  county,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  si.x  of  whom  are  still 
living,  viz.:  Anton  A.,  Emma  Lena  H.,  Ilenry 
O.,  Oscar  Edward,  Anna  T.,  and  Tine  A. 
They  lost  three  children  by  death.  In  1873 
they  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  locating 
on  section  S,  in  the  town  of  Albion,  but  later 
removed  to  their  farm  on  section  18,  which 
they  still  own.  Their  home  farm  consists  of 
120  acres  of  nicely  located  laml. 

Mr.  Helgeson  was  foi-merly  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  is  not  now  identi- 
fied with  any  political  party,  but  believes  in 
supporting  men  for  office  on  the  ground  of 
principle,  not  from  any  political  organization 
to  which  he  may  chance  to  belong.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  Albion,  and 
has  been  called  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  serve 
in  various  positions,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  discharged  with  ability  and  fidelity.  He 
is  the  present  town  clerk  and  is  sei'ving  his 
eighth  term  in  that  caj)acity.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a    member  of    the    Hoard   ot 
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Supervisors,  beincr  twice  elected  to  the  chair- 
manship) of  that  body,  and  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years.  Ileligiousiy  he  is 
connected  witli  tlie  United  Lutheran  Clnirch, 
and  is  secretary  for  the  congregation  to  wliich 
he  belongs,  and  has  ever  been  identified  witli 
the  building  up  and  support  of  the  church. 
In  fact,  he  has  ever  been  prominently 
identified  with  whatever  tends  to  promote 
the  moral  and  religious  growth  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 


fREDERICK  RICHTER.  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin, 
^  was  born  at  Blaukstadt,  Baden,  Germany, 
October  23,  1827.  His  parents,  Jacob  and 
Susanna  (Slump)  Richter,  were  both  natives 
of  Germany,  the  former  born  in  1800  and  the 
latter  in  1803.  His  father  was  a  cooper  by 
trade.  They  both  passed  their  lives  and  died 
in  Baden,  the  father  dying  in  1S76,  and  the 
mother  in  18S2.  Their  nine  children  were: 
Peter,  George,  Frederick.  Lena,  Eva,  Louisa, 
Susanna,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret.  Frederick, 
George,  Susanna  and  Margaret  emigrated  to 
the  United  States.  George  went  to  Des 
Moines,  L)wa,  and  died  there.  Margaret 
was  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  and  died  a  number 
of  years  ago. 

Frederick  Richter  came  to  this  country  in 
1858,  and  landed  in  New  York.  In  his  na- 
tive land  he  had  learned  the  cooper's  trade, 
and  also  that  of  a  brewer,  and  after  his  ar- 
rival in  New  York  went  to  Williamsburg, 
that  State,  and  obtained  employment  with  a 
brewing  company.  From  there  he  went  to 
Sandusky,  (_)hio,  thence  to  Freeport,  Illinois, 
next  to  St.  Louis,  from  there  to  New  Orleans, 
then  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  thence  to  Stillwater, 
Minnesota,  and  again  back  to  Freeport,  much 
of   the    time    beiiijj-  eni;Hi;ed    in    the    brewiiiir 


business.  In  1856  he  came  to  Fountain  City, 
and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Valentine  Eder,  erected  a  brewery  known  as 
the  Eagle  Brewery,  the  second  one  in  the 
county.  He  operated  this  establishment  un- 
til 1861,  when  he  sold  out.  In  1860,  having 
great  troul)]e  with  his  eyes,  he  made  a  trip  to 
Europe,  accompanied  by  his  wife.  Retui-ning 
tile  following  year,  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Freeport,  where  he  remained  two  years,  after 
which  he  again  came  to  Fountain  City,  and 
for  nineteen  months  was  foreman  of  his  old 
brewery.  In  1871,  in  company  with  Philip 
Eder,  he  erected  a  brewery  and  continued  in 
business  there  until  1873,  then  selling  his 
interest  in  the  estal)lishment,  on  account  of 
his  eyes  again.  Moving  to  the  old  county 
seat  near  Sandy  Hook,  he  occupied  the  old 
courthouse  for  three  years.  In  1873  he 
made  another  trip  to  liis  native  land,  and  after 
a  sojourn  of  four  months  there  came  back  to 
Sandy  Hook  and  opened  his  present  saloon. 
He  owns  280  acres  of  land,  has  built  a  tine 
brick  house  and  made  other  improvements. 
His  location  is  a  good  one,  being  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Northern  Railroad,  and 
overlooking  the  Waumandee  bay. 

Mr.  Richter  was  married  at  Fountain  City 
November  23,  1856,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  and  Margaret  Eder.  His  politicial 
afiiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 


q[OIIN  G.  FAULDS  &  ALLAN  J .  COWIE 
mi  are  the  proprietors  and  publishers  of  Ths 
Leader  of  Arcadia,  one  of  the  oldest 
newspapers  of  Trempealeau  country,  it  hav- 
ing been  established  about  twenty  years  ago. 
It  was  formerly  the  leading  Republican  paper 
of  Trempealeau  county,  but  when  Mr.  Faulds 
took  control  he  changed  its  political  coni- 
].ile.\ion  entirely,  making   it   strongly    Demo- 
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cratic.  It  is  now  the  recognized  organ  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  tlie  connty. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  representatives 
of  pioneer  families  of  Butfalo  connty.  ^[r. 
Faulds  was  born  in  Glencoe  township,  Buffalo 
county,  November  24,  1867,  a  son  of  John 
Faulds,  who  settled  in  that  township  in  1855. 
James  Fanlds,  the  father  of  the  latter,  was 
born  iu  Scotland  and  emigrated  to  America 
about  1848,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1855  came  to  Buffalo.  Here  James  Fanlds 
resided  until  his  death.  John  Faulds,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Arcadia.  John  G.  Faulds  was  educated  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  also  iu  the  graded  schools  of  Arcadia. 
In  1882  he  entered  the  office  of  The  Leader, 
to  learn  the  trade  of  printing,  Charles  A. 
Leith  being  the  editor  of  the  paper.  Here 
Mr.  Faulds  continued  about  thirteen  montiis, 
when  he  re-entered  the  high  school  at  Arca- 
dia. In  November,  1885,  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  La  Crosse  County  liecord, 
publisiied  at  Onalaska,  and  January  1,  1887, 
was  employetl  on  the  La  Crosse  liejnthlican 
and  Leader.  June  1,  1887,  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Buffalo  County  Journal, 
published  at  Alma,  where  he  remained  tliree 
years,  and  in  February,  1890,  he  purchased 
a  one-half  interest  in  The  Leader  of  Mr. 
George  Mathys.  During  the  session  of  the 
Legislature  for  1891,  Mr.  Faulds  wasenrolling 
clerk  of  the  State  Senate. 

In  June,  1890,  he  wedded  Miss  Julia 
Protz,  of  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  a  daughter 
of  Rudolph  Protz,  a  prominent  ]iioneer  set- 
tler of  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faulds 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Wanda. 

Allan  J.  Cowie,  who  purchased  the  half 
interest  in  The  Leader  of  Mr.  Fanlds'  part- 
ner July  17,  1891,  was  born  in  Glencoe, 
Buffalo  county,  August  25,  1^(15,  a  sun  of 
Hon.  George  Cowie,  a  pioneer  of  that  county 


and  one  of  its  prominent  and  well-known 
citizens.  Mr.  Cowie  received  a  tfood  Encrlish 
education  in  the  public  schools  (if  his  native 
town,  and  also  in  the  higli  school  of  Arcadia. 
He  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  at 
which  he  worked  during  the  winter  season 
and  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  summers  for 
several  years.  In  1887-'88  he  was  principal 
of  the  schools  at  Independence,  tliis  county, 
and  for  the  three  years  following  was  engaged 
as  agent  for  the  iS'orthwestern  Elevator  Com- 
pany in  Minnesota.  Messrs.  Faulds  &  Cowie 
are  young  men  of  great  energy  and  ability, 
and  The  Leader  under  their  management  has 
Ijecome  largely  increased  in  circulation  and 
influence. 

■  al^HS-ii.Jnt<.^«<»^o«—  - 
(•J     ^      ''     Q) 

.|^.0N.  ISAAC  CLARK,  president  of  the 
ijljljl  Bank  of  Galesville,  has  been  closely 
wis  identified  with  the  history  of  the  village 
,of  Galesville  and  of  Trempealeau  connty 
since  1855.  He  is  a  native  of  Franklin 
county,  Maine,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood. 
His  father,  Isaac  Clark,  also  a  native  of  the 
Fine  Tree  State,  was  descended  from  an  old 
New  England  family,  and  continued  to  live  in 
his  native  State  until  his  death.  Mr.  Clark,  our 
subject,  was  married  at  tlie  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  to  Miss  Emily  French,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1854  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and 
8|ient  the  first  winter  in  Green  Lake  county. 
In  1855,  in  company  with  liis  brother-in- 
law,  John  C.  French,  he  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  and  purchased  over  a  section  of  land. 
Mr.  Clark  has  now  a  fine  farm  and  beautiful 
home  just  outside  the  limits  of  Galesville. 
He  lost  his  first  wife  liy  ileath  in  ls()7.  and 
his  second  wife,  Julia  Webb,  died  in  1^77. 
His  present  wife  was  Fr:i  F.  \'ile>,  a  native  of 
Maine.  He  has  three  chiidrcu  by  the  first 
marriage:   Eugene,  Florence  and   (iciu'vieve, 
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and  two  sons  by    tlie    second:    William    and 
Leslie. 

Mr.  Clark  has  been  proininentl}'  connected 
with  the  banking  interests  of  Galesville  since 
the  organization  of  the  first  bank  at  this 
place,  in  1883.  With  W.  C.  Brooks  he  es- 
tablished a  banking  house  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000,  which  they  conducted  as  a  private 
bank  for  some  time,  and  then  organized 
under  the  banking  laws  of  the  State.  He 
erected  his  present  line  building  in  1886, 
which  is  of  a  solid  brick,  80  x  44  feet,  the  en- 
tire cost  being  about  §20,000.  Mr.  Clark 
has  been  president  of  the  l)ank  since  its  first 
organization ;  C.  M.  Kellogg  is  the  present 
cashier,  and  the  directors  are  Isaac  Clark, 
Wilson  Davis,  Daniel  Kennedy,  William  B. 
Thompson,  E.  M.  Towbridge,  Edgar  Palmer 
and  C.  M.  Kellogg.  This  is  the  most  im- 
portant banking  institution  of  Trempealeau 
county,  its  directors  and  stock-liolders  are  all 
substantial  citizens,  and  its  business  is  con- 
ducted on  a  most  careful  and  judicious  plan. 
Few  men  are  better  or  more  favorably  knowai 
throughout  Trempealeau  and  adjoining 
counties  than  Mr.  Clark.  As  a  business  man 
he  has  ever  been  enterprising  and  successful, 
and  in  a  special  manner  is  Galesville  indebted 
to  him  for  much  of  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  his  earlier  voting  days  belonged  to  the 
Whig  party,  lie  has  been  called  upon  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  till  a  number  of  local 
offices,  and  in  1869  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  and  served  iu  that  capac- 
ity in  an  acceptal)le  manner. 


^-OIIN  OCHSNEK.— No  name  is  more 
""Wi  intimately  or  favorably  associated  with 
^^  the  history  of  Buffalo  county  than  that 
of  John  Oclisnei';  and  withinit  a  liiography 
of  him  this  work  would  lie  iucoiuulete. 


Mr.  Ochsner  was  born  in  Zurich,  Switzer- 
land, February  26,  1832,  son  of  Henry  and 
Barbara  (Morf)  Ochstier.  His  father,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  was  born  in  that  country  in 
the  year  1798.  He  emigrated  with  his  family 
to  the  United  States  in  1851,  landed  in  New 
York  and  came  from  there  to  Wisconsin. 
Settling  in  Sauk  county  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  continued  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854.  The 
mother  survived  him  until  1877,  her  death 
occurring  in  Waumandee.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  viz.:  Henry,  Bu- 
dolpli,  John,  Dora,  wife  of  John  H.  Menz,  of 
Waumandee;  Conrad,  Barbara,  wife  of  Henry 
Wealty,  of  Waumandee;  Lizzie,  wife  of  God- 
frey Wealty,  of  Oregon;  Ann,  wife  of  Otto 
Bavner,  also  of  Oregon;  and  Edward,  who 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
and  was  killed  in  1863. 

John  was  reared  at  home,  receiving  a 
common-school  education  and  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm.  In  1855  he  bought 
some  land  on  Beef  river,  Buffalo  county,  and 
returned  soon  afterward  to  Sauk  county.  The 
following  year  he  came  again  to  Jiuffalo 
county,  and  not  liking  his  location  he  pur- 
chased 280  acres  of  land  in  sections  16  and 
21,  where  his  present  home  is  situated.  He 
at  once  began  the  work  of  improvement  by 
breaking  ground  and  erecting  buildings,  and 
as  the  years  rolled  by  the  work  was  continued 
until  his  present  highly  cultivated  farm  is 
the  result.  His  brick  residence  was  built  in 
1886.  Some  time  after  settling  here  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  order  to  com- 
mand a  better  water  course.  A  portion  of 
his  first  farm  he  sold  to  his  brother  Conrad. 
He  now  owns  400  acres  in  one  body.  He 
has  another  farm  of  280  acres  in  Lincoln 
township  and  one  of  160  acres  in  Montana 
township,  which  he  leases.  In  his  agricult- 
ural  iiursuits  he  has  not  confined   himself  to 
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any  special  product,  but  lias  given  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming  and  stock-raisincr. 

The  Wauniandee  river  runs  through  his 
farm  and  furnishes  an  excellent  water  power. 
In  1863  Mr.  Ochsner  erected  a  gristmill,  at 
first  having  two  pair  of  millstones  aud  using 
the  turbine  wheel.  PVom  time  to  time  he 
made  imjirovements  in  his  mill,  and  in  18Sti 
rebuilt  it  and  put  in  the  r^iller  system,  using 
eight  rollers.  He  also  had  two  bulirstones 
for  grinding  feed.  In  the  fall  of  1887  his 
mill  was  burned  down,  supposed  to  have  been 
the  work  of  an  incendiary,  lie  was  insured 
for  §-±,000,  and  his  loss  was  estimated  at 
88,000.  The  following  year  he  rebuilt,  put 
in  the  same  number  of  rollers  for  Hour  and 
two  additional  ones  for  feed,  and  his  mill 
now  has  the  capacity  of  sixty-five  barrels  per 
day.  His  brand  is  the  "White  Hose,"  and 
for  all  the  product  of  his  mill  he  has  a  ready 
sale. 

Mr.  Ochsner  was  marr.'ed  at  Zurich,  Switz- 
erland, in  February,  18t)l,  to  Louise,  daughter 
of  John  and  Doratha  (Staub)  Wealby.  The 
following  named  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Adolph,  Lena,  wife  of  George  Schmidt, 
of  Alma;  Hudolph,  Henry,  Hedwig  and 
Henry,  the  two  latter  being  now  deceased. 

Besides  attending  to  his  personal  interests, 
Mr.  Ochsner  has  found  time  for  public  duty, 
always  discharging  the  same  carefully  and 
conscientiously.  He  has  held  the  position  of 
Town  Assessor,  has  lieen  chairman  of  tlie  town 
board  of  Supervisors,  and  has  also  served  as 
one  of  the  County  Commissioners.  lie  takes 
an  active  part  in  local  politics,  usually  sup- 
porting the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Ochsner  has  won  his  osvn  way  in  the 
world,  and  the  signal  success  he  has  attained 
ill  life  ma}'  be  attributed  to  his  industrious 
habits,  his  good  judgment  ami  his  strict  in- 
tegrity. He  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  ad- 
dress, warm  and  genial  in  nature,  benevnjeiit 


in  act  and  charitable  in  tliought.  His  re- 
ligion is  that  of  the  golden  rule,  and  by 
following  it  through  life  he  has  won  hosts  of 
friends.  His  career  is,  indeed,  one  worthy  of 
emulation. 


^^ETEK  UHL,  one  of  the  well-kiKiwn 
%W.  ^'^*^^  successful  farmers  of  Trempealeau 
"tc  county,  resides  on  section  14,  Gale 
township.  He  is  a  son  of  Michael  riil,  who 
was  born  on  the  river  IMiine,  Germany,  and 
was  married  to  Mary  Sclirodes.  In  April, 
184'J,  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York,  after  which  they  went 
to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  thence  to 
Washington  county,  same  State,  where  they 
purchased  a  farm.  In  1854  they  came  to 
Trempealeau  county  and  settled  in  Gale 
township,  where  the  father,  Michael  L'hl, 
li\eil  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Seji- 
tember  30,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-si.x 
years  and  eleven  months.  His  wife,  Anna 
Uhl,  was  born  October  18,  1803,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  in  Gale  township.  March  21, 
1886.  They  both  lie  buried  in  the  beautiful 
cemetery  at  Galesville.  Peter  l^lil,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  is  the  ehJest  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  living  but  a  daughter,  Mary, 
who  died  after  attaining  womanhood.  George 
is  the  second  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth; 
MoUie,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  married  and 
lives  in  Winona,  Minnesota;  Christeiia  lives 
in  La  Crosse,  and  Barbara  in  Arcadia.  On 
coming  to  this  county  the  family  at  once 
secured  a  tract  of  land,  but  all  was  then  iiew^ 
and  it  seemed  to  them  that  the  country  would 
never  sufficiently  develop  to  render  rlieir  land 
of  material  value. 

Peter,    being    the   eldest    son,    liecame   the 
leader  of  the  family,  and    upon  him  <levolved 
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quite  a  responsibility,  but  lie  was  young  and 
strong  and  did  not  shrink  from  the  duty  that 
devolved  upon  him.  They  had  brought  some 
money  with  them,  but  tlie  question  was  to 
get  something  to  live  upon  till  a  crop  could 
be  raised.  In  the  fall  of  1854  Peter  started 
out  alone  with  three  ox  teams  and  a  wagon, 
determined  to  secure  provisions  for  the  fam- 
ily if  such  were  to  be  found.  He  went  first 
to  Trempealeau,  where  he  had  been  promised 
flour,  but  was  disappointed  and  went  on  to 
La  Crosse.  There  he  bought  twelve  barrels 
of  flour,  and  loading  them  on  his  wagon 
started  for  home.  The  difficulties  attending 
this  trip  may  be  conceived  when  it  is  known 
that  there  was  not  a  bridge  at  this  time  be- 
tween the  present  village  of  Galesville  and 
La  Crosse.  Li  returning  with  his  load  of 
flour  he  forded  the  La  Crosse  river  three 
times,  and  before  crossing  he  would  remove 
all  his  load  but  four  barrels,  that  he  might 
not  risk  too  much,  thus  making  three  trips 
at  each  crossing.  He  succeeded  in  reaching 
home  after  a  week's  absence,  without  material 
damage,  and  thus  the  family  were  supplied 
with  flour  for  quite  a  long  period  of  time. 
At  another  time  his  father  accompanied  him 
on  a  trip  to  La  Crosse,  and  as  the  river  was 
somewhat  flooded  liy  recent  rains  the  opera- 
tion of  crossing  was  a  very  hazardous  one. 
While  fording  the  river  the  box  of  the  wagon 
containing  the  father  was  carried  away  by  the 
stream,  and  Peter,  with  great  presence  of 
'  mind,  sprang  into  the  water  at  the  head  of 
the  oxen,  caught  hold  of  the  bow  of  the  yoke 
and  succeeded  in  leading  them  ashore,  and 
then  returned  and  poled  the  box  containing 
his  father  to  the  shore.  The  old  gentleman, 
though  much  frightened,  was  not  injured, 
but  receiveil  a  se\ere  wetting.  Tiiese  were 
some  C)f  the  experiences  of  the  first  year  of 
their  pioneer  life.  They  i-aiseil  ;i  fair  crup 
the  first  yeai-,  and  tiiereafter   had    no    special 


tronl)le  in  getting  enough  to  live  on.  But 
they  were  in  no  hurry  to  improve  the  land, 
being  still  in  doubt  whether  the  country 
would  ever  be  settled.  Peter  then  left  home- 
for  a  time,  and  worked  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do,  but  it  was  not  long  before  other 
settlers  came  in,  and  it  became  certain  that 
the  country  would  eventually  be  settled. 
Then  Peter  and  his  brother  George  went  to 
work  in  earnest,  and  helped  the  father  clear 
the  farm  and  make  a  home  for  the  family. 
They  built  roads  and  bridges,  and  gradually 
the  country  put  on  the  appearance  of  civilized 
life. 

Peter  (Jhl  was  married,  in  March,  1857,  to 
Miss  Abbie  Hardt,  and  they  have  eight  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Michael,  Peter,  Abbie,  Rosa,  Anna, 
Philip,  Lizzie  and  Jennie.  The  father  has 
always  been  a  hard-working  and  industrious 
farmer  of  this  county,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  had  at  one  time  1,200  acres  of 
land,  some  of  which  he  has  given  to  his  sons, 
but  his  home  farm  now  consists  of  480  acres, 
and  he  also  has  200  acres  west  of  this  place. 
He  has  a  fine  brick  residence  and  a  beautiful 
home.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
raising  of  stock,  both  horses  and  cattle, 
making  a  specialty  of  the  Devonshire  breed 
of  cattle,  and  keejis  a  large  number  of  cows 
for  dairy  purposes. 


JI^EV.  .XELSOjS  cook,  of  Trempealeau, 
1[^1  is  a  pioneer  of  this  State,  having  been  a 
^^  resident  of  Wisconsin  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence  as  a  State,  and  for  four 
years  previous  to  its  admission  into  the 
Union.  He  was  born  in  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  March  5.  1817,  the  son  of  Jesse 
and  Nancy  (Lozier)  Cook.  Mr.  Cook,  on 
his  fatlier's  side,  is  descended  from  an  early 
Welsii    family   of    I'uritan    religious    belief. 
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The  graiidt'atlier  of  our  subject,  Miles  Cook, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  After  the  colonies 
had  secured  their  independence  he  settled  in 
Jefferson  county.  New  York,  and  later  re- 
moved to  St.  Lawrence  county,  where  he 
lived  until  death.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  ti,ve  sons  and  three  daughters, 
who  grew  to  mature  years,  but  all  have  now 
passed  away  except  a  son  and  daughter.  The 
former,  Gideon  Cook,  was  born  July  23, 
1803,  and  now  resides  with  his  son  George 
in  Independence,  Wisconsin;  the  surviving 
sister,  Ruth,  was  never  married,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Michigan.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  New  York,  the  daughter 
of  Peter  Lozier,  a  native  of  France,  and  de- 
scended from  the  nobility  of  that  country. 
The  mother  of  Peter  Lozier  was  the  youngest 
sister  of  Marquis  La  Fayette,  the  eminent 
soldier  and  patriot  who  assisted  Washington 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Lozier 
emigrated  to  America  in  early  life,  settling 
in  Schoharie  county,  wiiere  he  lived  until 
death.  Jesse  Cook,  the  father  of  Rev.  Xel- 
son  Cook,  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  so  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  would 
seem  to  have  inherited  a  disposition  to  preach 
the  gospel.  When  Mr.  Cook  was  a  mere  child 
bis  father  removed  from  Genesee  county  to 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1844  Jesse  Cook  emigrated,  and  his  fam- 
ily came  in  the  summer  of  1845.  to  the  then 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  and  his 
wife  lived  until  death.  He  was  born  July 
30,  1793,  and  died  January  10,  1867.  His 
wife,  Nancy  Lozier,  was  born  May  23,  17y(), 
and  died  August  27,  1845.  Jesse  Cook  re- 
married after  the  death  of  liis  first  wife,  and 
was  the  father  of  eleven  cbi  di-en  by  his  first 
marriage,  si.\  sons  and  five  daughters,  eight 
of  whom  crrew  to   matui-e   years  and  four  are 


now  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
oldest  of  the  family;  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Nelson  I!.  Schrain;  Alvin  W.  and  Et-ijuire. 
Thei'e  is  one  surviving  daughtei'  of  the  second 
marriage. 

Rev.  Nelson  Cook,  our  subject,  was  reared 
in  Jefferson  county,  and  learneil  the  trade  of 
shoemaking  with  his  father,  who  followed 
that  occupation.  II is  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring an  education  in  early  life  were  limited, 
and  he  never  attended  school  after  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  He  was  married  October  5, 
1835,  to  Miss  Lydia  Wilcox,  a  native  of  New 
York.  In  the  autumn  of  1844  lie  came  to 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  with  his  family, 
anil  settled  in  the  town  (if  La  Grange,  Wal- 
worth county,  wliei-e  he  lived  until  1859, 
when  he  came  to  Trempealeau  county  and 
settled  on  section  3,  Trempealeau  township, 
where  he  now  lives.  The  land  comjirising 
his  home  farm  was  located  liy  his  father  on  a 
soldier's  land  warrant,  he  having  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  as  did  two  of  his  brothers. 
All  was  wild  and  new  when  Mr.  Cook  came 
to  this  county,  and  here  he  has  made  a  fine 
farm  and  has  a  beautiful  home.  He  lost  his 
first  wife  by  death  March  27.  1879,  and  July 
C  of  the  same  year  he  was  married  to  I\Irs. 
Cynthia  Chase,  widow  of  Joseph  Chuse. 
She  died  May  8,  1882.  His  present  wife 
uas  adaughterof  Samuel  and  Mercy  (SpauM- 
ing)  Smith,  both  of  wlu.im  died  when  ]\[rs. 
Cook  was  a  child.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  she  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan, 
where  she  married  Frederick  Booher,  who 
died  there  in  1872.  After  the  death  of  her 
liusband  she  went  to  Ottawa,  Illinois,  where 
she  liveil  seven  years  and  then  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county.  Mr.  Cook  is  the  father  of 
three  children  by  his  first  mariiage.  viz.: 
Minerva  Jane,  wife  of  .Tames  Cox,  of  Trem- 
pealeau; Harriet  M.,  the  wife  of  ILirlow 
Rood,  of   IVirtage  county.  Wisconsin;  Lester, 
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the  only  son,  is  a  resident  of  Trempealeau 
county.  He  lost  three  children  hj  his  iirst 
marriage, —  Adelia,  Sarah  and  Esther,  the 
latter  having  been  a  twin  sister  of  Lester. 
Mrs.  Cook  has  two  daughters  by  her  first 
marriage, — Anna  M.  and  Emma  Mabel.  The 
latter  is  the  wife  of  George  Lee,  of  Trem- 
pealeau. 

Rev.  Nelson  Cook  was  converted  at  the 
age  of  ten  j'ears,  and  joined  the  church  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  having  been  a  church 
member  for  nearly  sixty  years.  He  began 
preaching  in  1842,  and  was  ordained  an 
elder  in  1853.  He  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  as  a  missionary  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church,  but  two  years  later  united  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  connection 
he  has  since  labored.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  he  has 
ever  been  prompt  and  faithful,  and  in  the 
early  days  traveled  many  thousand  miles, 
having  often  walked  twenty-five  miles  a  day, 
preaching  three  times  in  the  meantime,  and 
has  been  called  forty  miles  to  preach  a  funeral 
sermon.  He  continued  actively  in  the  min- 
istry until  the  autumn  of  1890,  when  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  discontinue  regular 
preaching,  though  still  a  member  of  the  West 
Wisconsin  Conference.  Mr.  Cook  is  well 
known  throughout  Trempealeau  and  adjoin- 
ing counties,  and  is  esteemed  by  all  as  a 
worthy  citizen  and  a  Christian  gentleman. 


fACOl?  STOLE,  one  of  the  lea.ling  hard- 
ware merchants  of  IJuft'alo  county,  Wis- 
"i^  consiu,  was  born  in  the  Canton  of 
Schaff'hausen.  Switzerland,  Xovember  2, 
1831.  His  parents,  Jacol)  and  Frsula  (Muel- 
ler) Stoll,  were  natives  cif  Switzerland,  and 
lived  and  died  there,  the  former's  deatii 
occurring   at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  and   the 


latter's  at  sixty-four.  His  father  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer. 
Grandfather  Stoll  was  also  named  Jacob. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  lived  at  home 
until  1850,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm 
and  attending  the  common  schools.  He  has 
one  brother  and  three  sisters,  John,  Mar- 
garet, Elizabeth  and  Ursula,  all  living  in 
Switzerland.  Mr.  Stoll  emigrated  to  the 
LTnited  States,  landing  in  New  York,  in 
August,  1850,  and  from  there  came  to 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  At  that  place  he 
apprenticed  himself  to  the  l)lacksmith  trade, 
and  remained  there  until  January',  1852, 
when  he  went  to  New  Glarus,  Green  county, 
and  worked  at  his  trade.  Leaving  there  in 
1853,  he  went  to  Monroe  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing  till  the 
spring  of  1854;  thence  to  Galena,  Illinois, 
still  continuing  in  the  same  business.  In 
August,  1855,  he  came  to  Fountain  City 
and  opened  his  shop  on  the  corner  back  of 
the  Republican  printing-office.  He  was  the 
third  blacksmith  in  the  county,  and  continued 
work  at  that  trade  until   1872. 

In  1869  he  established  his  hardware  store 
on  the  corner  of  Hill  anil  Main  streets,  where 
he  erected  a  two-stoi'v  brick  building.  He 
has  conducted  his  business  here  ever  since; 
has  been  prosperous  in  his  undertakings,  and 
now  has  one  of  the  largest  stores  in  the 
county.  He  also  has  a  tin  shop  in  connec- 
tion with  ills  establishment,  in  which  he 
manufactures  all  the  tinware  he  sells.  Mr. 
Stoll  is  a  man  of  keen  business  sagacity,  and 
during  his  long  residence  here  has  made  a 
number  of  paying  investments.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Eonntain  City  Milling 
Company  and  in  the  Eonntain  City  Brewing 
Company.  He  also  has  a  f'arni  of  280  acres 
near  the  town  of  Milton,  besides  some  thirty- 
four  acres  of  swamp  land. 

Mr.    Stoll    was    married    in    New  Glarus, 


BioauApnrc.M  nrsToar. 


Green  county,  Wisconsin,  June  6,  1852,  to 
Barbara,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary 
Liechti.  The  issue  from  this  union  is  as  fol- 
lows: Lena,  born  in  Ohio,  married  Christian 
Florin.  Her  death  occurred  June  25,  1878; 
Emma,  born  at  Fountain  City,  April  5, 1856, 
became  the  second  wife  of  Christian  Florin; 
Frederick,  born  June  6,  1859,  died  July  4, 
1863;  John  J.,  born  March  10,  1861;  Ed- 
ward, born  January  23,  1865,  died  August  9, 
1865;  William  G.,  born  July  10,  1867;  and 
a  child  that  died  in  infancy.  William  is 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and  has 
charge  of  the  tinshop.  Mrs.  Stoll  died  July 
21,  1885.  October  7,  1886,  ]\rr.  Stoll  wed- 
ded Mrs.  Louise  Schwaninger,  his  present 
companion. 

His  son-in-law,  Christian  Florin,  above  re- 
ferred to,  is  also  a  native  of  Switzerland.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  and 
at  once  located  in  Fountain  City.  By  his 
first  wife,  Lena,  whom  he  married  November 
26,  1872,  he  had  four  children:  John,  Oscar, 
Mira  and  Louisa.  After  her  death  he  was 
married.  May  25,  1880,  to  her  sister  Emma. 
In  1869  he  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Stoll, 
and  they  are  still  associated  together  in  busi- 
ness.     In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

Mr.  StuU  occupies  a  prominent  position 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  county.  Few 
names  are  more  intimately  associated  with 
its  growth  and  development  than  his.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Lodge  No. 
13,  of  Fountain  City,  and  in  politics  gives 
his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

fRANK  HARE,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Trempealeau  county,  and  a  gallant  sol- 
dier in  tlie  war  of  the  Reliellion,  resides 
on  section  6,  in  the  town  of  Caledonia.  He 
was   liorn  in   Clinton   county.   New  York,  in 


1839,  and  is  of  SpaTiish  e.xtraction,  his  pater- 
nal grandfather  having  been  a  Spaniard  by 
birth,  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  New 
"^'ork  State,  where  he  died.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  Joseph  Hare,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  was  married  to  Elsie  Irish. 
In  1851  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse  county. 
In  1861  he  removed  to  Pierce  county,  and  in 
1865  to  Trempealeau  cour.ty,  where  he  died 
in  1870.  His  wife  died  December  26,  1885, 
the  day  following  her  eighty-fifth  birthday. 
Joseph  Hare  and  wife  had  seven  children, 
four  sous  and  three  daughters,  and  three  sons 
and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  The 
eldest,  Mary  Ann,  still  lives  in  New  York; 
Lemuel,  the  eldest  son,  resides  in  Trempea- 
leau; Avis  now  resides  in  Pierce  county; 
Decatur  was  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Wis- 
consin in  the  war  nf  tlie  Rebellion,  and  now 
resides  at  Independence,  Trempealeau  county; 
Iluldah  Jane  was  twice  married,  and  died  in 
Carson  City,  Nevada;  Merrill,  also  a  member 
of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin,  died  after  the  war, 
of  disease  contracted  in  the  army. 

Frank  Hare,  the  youngest  of  his  father's 
tamily,  enlisteil  at  Pivscott,  Pierce  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  June,  1801,  in  Company  1!, 
Sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  has 
the  honor  of  being  the  tirst  man  who  put  his 
name  on  the  company  roll.  He  was,  how- 
ever, at  once  followed  by  lifty  others.  His 
army  experience  was  a  most  thrillitig  one. 
and  proves  him  to  have  been  a  daring  soldier. 
He  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Sixth  Wis- 
consin, which  formed  a  part  of  the  Iron 
Brigade,  and  no  military  organization  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  did  more  heroic  service. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  give  a  condensed  record 
of  Mr.  Hare's  military  service.  After  enlist- 
ment he  drilled  with  his  company  at  Preseott 
for  about  three  weeks,  when  they  were  ordered 
to    Madison,    where    they    went    into    camp 
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and  drilled  until  after  the  battle  of  Eull  Rnn. 
They  then  started  for  Washington,  arriving 
in  Baltimore  in  time  to  have  a  skirmish  with 
the  secessionists  of  that  city,  and  after  arriv- 
ing in  the  Capital  city  they  went  into  camp 
at  Arlington  Heights,  and  there  received 
muskets  and  drilled.  They  went  thence  to 
Clamp  Lyons,  where  they  were  witnesses  of 
the  first  punishment  of  desertion,  and  were 
drawn  up  to  see  the  soldier  shot  for  that 
crime.  They  returned  to  Arlington  Heights, 
and  there  engaged  in  drilling  and  picket  duty, 
and  also  assisted  in  building  ths  forts  about 
that  place.  Tlie  first  battle  in  which  Mi'. 
Hare  took  part  was  that  of  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  under  General  Pope,  after  which 
he  went  to  South  ^loiintain,  and  was  detailed 
to  assist  in  burying  the  dead,  Inirying  the  first 
member  of  his  company  that  was  killed  in 
battle,  A.  B.  Wilson.  The  ne.\t  conflict  in 
which  he  was  engaged  was  the  terrible  battle 
of  Antietani,  where  he  received  a  wound  in 
the  left  thigh.  This  required  his  confinement 
in  the  hospital,  first  at  Hagerstown,  then  at 
"Washington,  and  tlience  at  the  New  York* 
City  Hospital,  where  lie  remained  two 
months.  He  went  then  to  Fort  Hamilton, 
and  a  week  later  took  steamer  to  Ale.xandria, 
where  he  entered  the  convalescent  hospital. 

There  Mr.  Hare  took  steamer  fur  Bell 
Plain,  and  after  landing  in  Chesapeake  bay 
he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  the  following 
day  started  on  the  mai'ch  to  P^redericksburg, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  at  that  place  under 
Burnside.  His  regiment  made  the  celebrated 
charge  at  Fitzhugh's  Crossing  and  covered  the 
retreat  of  Burnside,  They  then  I'cturned  to 
Bell  Plain  Landing,  fought  at  Ciiancellors- 
ville  under  Hooker,  and  took  part  in  the  great 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  fought  as  a 
member  of  th(^  Iron  Brigade  for  three  days. 
Joining  the  forces  of  Geiu^ral  Grant,  they 
took  part  in  the  terrible  battle  of  the  Wilder- 


ness, May  5,  1864,  and  he  was  shot  through 
the  left  leg  bj  a  minie  ball  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  by  whose  surgeon  his  leg 
was  amputated  on  the  field.  He  lay  on  the 
field  of  Ijattle  until  June  6,  when  he  was  re- 
moved to  Gordonsville.  His  experience  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  both  before  and 
after  he  was  wounded,  was  the  most  thrilling. 
General  John  A.  Kellogg,  in  an  oration  on 
Decoration  Day  at  Faribault,  Minnesota, 
May  30,  1874,  gave  a  graphic  account  of  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  fought  May  5,  1864. 
Among  other  things  he  says:  "I  liad  the 
misfortune  to  be  slightly  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  On  being  taken  to  tlie  rear,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  temporarily  confined  near  the 
Rebel  hospital.  Under  a  high  tree  I  noticed 
two  wounded  men  wearing  the  blue,  and  soon 
discovered  them  to  be  Captain  Rollin  P.  Con- 
verse and  Corporal  L'rank  Hare.  The  cor- 
poral had  been  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  had 
jnst  suffered  an  amputation  above  the  knee. 
The  captain  had  been  shot  through  the  body 
and  also  through  the  thigh,  and  the  rebel 
surgeons  had  decided  to  experiment  on  liiin 
by  what  is  known  as  a  hip  amputation.  Con- 
verse knew  that  his  wound  was  mortal,  and 
was  desirous  of  avoiding  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing. Whispering  to  Hare,  he  told  him  that 
in  his  inside  coat  ])ocket  was  a  small  Colt's 
revolver,  which  had  escaped  the  notice  of  the 
enemy,  and  he  desired  Hare  to  get  this  and 
prevent  if  possible  his  being  disturbed  before 
he  died.  Corporal  Hare  obeyed  the  order, 
and  when  the  attendants  attempted  to  remove 
the  captain  to  the  amputating  table,  he  cocked 
his  revolver  and  in  a  quiet  way  commanded 
them  to  desist,  saying  he  would  shoot  the  first 
man  wIkj  laid  hands  on  the  captain.  A  guard 
was  brought  up,  and  with  cocked  muskets 
aimed  at  Hare's  breast,  onlered  him  to  drop 
the  ].)istol.  He  only  laiiglieil  at  them,  saying  : 
'  What   do    you   sn])pose   1   care  for  my  life 
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with  my  leg  gone?  Kill  me  if  you  will,  but 
that  man  is  my  fiaptain.  He  has  ordered  me 
not  to  permit  him  to  be  moved,  and  I  shall 
obey  liis  orders  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
80  long  as  I  live  and  have  strength  to  shoot 
it  will  be  dangerous  for  any  man  to  touch 
him  while  he  lives.'  Struck  with  ailmira- 
t'on  at  iiis  coolness,  the  guard  was  ordered  to 
leave  them,  and  one  rebel  officer,  looking 
admiringly  at  Hare  remarked,  '  I  would  like 
a  regiment  of  such  men.'  This  aroused  the 
dying  captain,  who  replied:  'I  had  tlie 
honor  to  command  a  hundred  such  men;  the 
North  is  full  of  them,  and  sooner  or  later  we 
shall  triumph,  and  your  rebel  flag  will  be 
trailed  in  tiie  dust.'  These  were  his  last 
words,  which  having  lieen  uttered,  he  fell 
back  dead." 

Mr.  Hare  was  taken  from  the  battletield  of 
the  Wilderness  by  his  captors  to  Gordons- 
ville,  where  he  suffered  a  second  amputation 
of  his  limb.  AVhile  at  that  city  the  Rebels, 
fearing  an  attack  by  tlie  Union  troops,  placed 
Mr.  Hare  and  other  prisoners  on  flat  cars  and 
ran  into  a  swamp,  where  they  remained  three 
days  vvithout  food  or  water.  They  were  then 
taken  to  the  stockade  at  Andersonville,  where 
they  stayed  fourteen  days,  and  thence  to  Cas- 
tle Thunder,  Eichniond.  From  there  they 
were  taken  to  Libby  prison,  pud  iti  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  came  out  on  what  is  known  as  the 
"Ten  Thousand  Exciiange."  After  having 
been  a  prisoner  four  months  and  fourteen 
days,  and  all  of  this  time  in  a  severely 
wounded  condition,  Mr.  Hare  was  taken  to 
City  Point  and  thence  to  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, where  the  third  amputation  of  his  limb 
was  performed.  At  the  latter  city  he  obtained 
his  discharge  and  returned  to  Prescott,  Wis- 
consin, and  there,  in  1866,  the  fourth  opera- 
tion was  performed,  which  consisted  in  re- 
moving the  bone  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
hip  socket.     When  his  wound  had  sutliciently 


healed  he  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  where 
he  has  since   lived. 

It  would  se(Mu  inipiissilile  after  the 
long  and  intense  suflering  that  he  eiiilui'cd 
that  Mr.  Hare  should  be'  able  to  perform 
much  manual  labor,  or  realize  in  any  way 
much  enjoyment  in  life,  but  on  tiie  contrary 
he  started  out  detennineil  to  make  for  him- 
self a  home.  He  has  improved  a  farm,  and 
has  a  pleasant  home  and  surroundings,  located 
about  two  miles  southeast  of  Galesville.  IHs 
farm  contains  l-iO  aci-es,  on  which  he  has 
made  all  the  improvements,  but  even  his 
iron  constitution  and  determined  will  cannot 
wholly  prevail  against  the  sufferings  he  has 
endured,  and  as  the  years  pass  by  he  feels 
more  and  more  the  effects  of  his  experience 
as  a  soldier.  As  he  was  a  brave  soldier  in 
the  cause  of  the  Union,  so  he  is  a  respected 
and  esteemed  citizen. 

He  was  niarrieil,  March  13,  1869,  to  Miss 
Sophrona  Terpna,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Cortez. 


-^m^ 


SOHN  GILLESPIE  is  presi.lent  of  the 
Bank  of  Arcadia,  which  was  established 
by  him  in  1888.  He  does  a  general 
business,  and  the  officials  of  the  bank  are 
John  Gillespie,  president;  and  Joseph  Ruth, 
cashier.  Mr.  Gillespie  has  been  a  resident  of 
Trempealeau  county  since  1873.  He  was  born 
in  Stirlingshire,  Scotland,  in  1827,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  emigrated  to  Can- 
ada, where  he  remained  three  years,  residing 
flrst  at  Pictou  and  then  at  Collingwood. 
From  Canada  Mr.  Gillespie  went  to  Roches- 
ter, New  York,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  mercantile  institution  for  two 
years;  but,  wishing  to  secure  employment  that 
would  promise  better  than  a  simple  clerkship, 
he  accepted  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  shoulilcr 
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braces  for  a  man  living  in  Syracuse,  New 
York.  In  the  sale  of  this  article  he  was 
quite  successful,  and  decided  to  engage  in 
its  manufacture  himself,  and  accordingly  lo- 
cated near  Ithaca,  where  he  continued  for  a 
number  of  years.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
turned with  his  wife  to  Canada  on  a  visit 
with  friends  in  that  Dominion,  and  later  went 
to  Fort  AVayne,  Indiana,  where  he  was  con- 
nected with  a  toll  gate  on  a  public  road. 
After  a  time  he  purchased  the  stock  and 
operated  the  business  thirteen  years.  From 
Indiana  he  removed  to  Rochester,  Minne- 
sota, where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  mer- 
chandising until  he  came  to  Trempealeau 
county. 

Mr.  Gillespie  was  married,  at  Ithaca,  to 
Eliza  Hollistur,  who  died  in  Indiana.  lie 
was  afterward  married,  in  that  State,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Penniman,  and  it  was  owing  to  her 
illness  that  he  removed  to  Minnesota.  She 
died,  however,  at  Rochester,  and  he  was  sub- 
sequently married  to  his  present  wife,  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Murphy.  Mr  Gillespie  has  three 
children  by  his  first  marriage,  a  son  and  two 
daughters,  and  the  former,  John,  is  a  farmer 
near  Rochester,  Minnesota;  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  D.  Search,  and  resides  in  London,  Eng- 
land; Eliza  is  the  wife  of  John  Pennington, 
also  of  Rochestei':  a  sun  and  daughter  were 
born  to  the  second  marri;ige:  Charles,  who 
resides  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
and  Helen,  wife  of  F.  Parks,  of  Carthage, 
New  York.  Mr.  Gillespie  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Trempealeau  county,  is  a  successful 
business  man,  and  is  numbered  financially 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  county. 


Pi^LRICII  FRIED,  one  of  the  prominent 

Ml    business   men  of  Fountain    City,   Wis- 

^§P^   cousin,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography. 

He  was  born   in  Switzerland,    August  24, 


1S46,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Lietha) 
Fi'ied,  also  natives  of  that  Republic.  His 
fatlier,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1857,  landing  in  New 
York.  From  there  he  came  direct  to  Wis- 
consin and  located  in  tlie  town  of  Cross, 
Buffalo  county,  %vhere  he  purchased  a  par- 
tially improved  farm.  He  remained  there 
and  cultivated  his  lands  until  1870,  when  he 
sold  out  to  his  sons,  Ulrich  and  Leonhardt, 
and  removed  to  Arcadia,  Trempealeau  county, 
same  State,  where  he  died  in  1873.  His 
widow  is  now  living  in  Stutsman  county, 
North  Dakota,  with  her  youngest  son,  Anton. 
Their  seven  children  are  as  follows:  Peter, 
Ulrich,  Leonhardt,  Magdalina,  John,  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Gusal,  and  Anton;  all  living  ex- 
cept John  and  Magdalina. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  about  seventeen 
years  of  age,  attending  school  and  working 
on  the  farm.  He  then  went  to  Fountain 
City  and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  for  six  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  and  his  brother  Leonhardt 
bought  their  father's  farm,  conducting  it 
together  for  a  while  and  afterward  dividing 
it  between  them.  In  1880  he  purchased  his 
brother  Peter's  farm,  adjoining  his  own.  He 
has  140  acres  under  cultivation,  there  being 
550  acres  in  the  farm. 

In  1874  Mr.  Fried,  while  on  the  farm, 
began  to  deal  in  sewing-machines  and  agri- 
cultural implements,  and  in  1884  moved  this 
business  into  Fountain  City,  locating  ou 
Front  street.  He  has  established  a  fine  trade 
here  and  is  doing  an  extensive  business.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  agricultural  implements, 
handles  the  J.  F.  Seiberlig's  mower  and 
binder,  all  the  latest  improved  farm  ma- 
chinei'y,  and  a  full  line  of  chain  and  iron 
force  and  lift  pumps.  He  handles  the  Seam- 
stress   and     Jennie    June    sewing-machines. 
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His  establishment  is  one  of  tlie  best  of  its 
kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Fried  was  married  in  tlie  town  of 
Milton,  "Wisconsin,  July  2,  1870,  to  Sedotiia, 
dauirliter  of  Rudolph  and  Mary  Gasal,  and 
has  seven  children,  namely:  Emil,  Rudolph, 
Peter,   Gaudenz,   Maggie,   Alma  and  Erwin. 


fC.  BIJTT(_)X,  attorney  and  counselor 
at  law,  Trempealeau,  has  been  a  mem- 
'  ber  of  the  bar  of  this  county  since 
1879,  succeeding  his  brother  S.  W.  Button, 
now  Judge  of  Monroe  county,  and  resides  at 
Sparta.  Judge  Button  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  Trempealeau  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  also  served  as  a  soldier  in  a 
Wisconsin  regiment,  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion. He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  ser- 
vice in  his  left  shoulder,  from  which  he  has 
never  fully  recovered. 

Julius  C.  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
the  son  of  Charles  and  Cynthia  (Watson) 
Button.  The  parents  removed  from  the 
State  of  New  York  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Mich- 
igan, later  to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  set- 
tling near  Ottawa.  From  Illinois  they  re- 
moved to  Green  county,  AViseonsin,  about 
1845,  where  the  father  died  the  following 
year.  The  mother  survived  until  1879,  when 
she  died  at  the  old  home  in  Green  county. 
Charles  Button  and  wife  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, ten  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  eight 
brothers  and  one  sister  are  now  living.  The 
eldest.  Rev.  Asa  Button,  was  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  for  over  forty  years.  He  was 
instantly  and  very  mysteriously  killed  by  a 
train  of  cars  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railroad,  near  Chicago.  He  had 
attained  to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  but 
was  strong  and  robust  at  the  time  of  his 
death.      Tiie  second    brother.    Rev.  Ard  But- 


ton, is  a  Methodist  clergyman,  and  now  a 
resident  of  Kansas;  IloUis  W.  is  in  the 
railroad  servic(>  in  ('alifoi-iiia;  livw  t'liarles 
I'utton  is  a  I'aptist  clergyman,  ami  lives  at 
Riverside.  California;  Zebulon  is  a  fai-iner 
and  lives  in  Kansas;  Ulysses  S.,  a  merchant 
of  Tomah,  Wisconsin,  where  he  has  lived  for 
many  years;  Ralsey  W.,  is  witii  his  brother 
Hollis  in  California;  and  J.  C.  Hutton,  the 
siil)ject  of  this  sketch. 

The  latter  came  to  Wiscunsin  with  his 
fathei-'s  family,  where  he  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, graduating  at  Beloit  College  iti  ls52, 
and  soon  afterward  began  the  study  of  law  at 
Beloit.  The  California  gold  e.xcitemeiit  was 
then  at  its  height,  and  Mr.  Button  with 
thousands  of  others  became  a  victim  of  tlie 
gold  fever  and  joined  the  high  caravan  wiiich 
crossed  the  plains  toward  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  party  of  which  he  was  a  member  left 
Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  crossed 
the  plains  to  Oregon  with  teams,  the  trip 
consuming  about  six  months.  Mr.  Button 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Salem,  Oregon, 
engaged  in  teaching  and  practicing  law  for 
three  years.  He  then  went  to  San  Francisco, 
and  was  also  in  Sacramento  for  a  time,  after 
vv'hieh  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Pamima,  in  the  fall  of  1S55.  On 
his  return  he  resumed  the  study  of  law, 
reading  at  Monroe,  Green  county,  and  also 
at  Janesville,  and  was  admitted  to  the  liar 
in  the  former  place  in  the  fall  of  1857.  After 
practicing  for  a  time  in  Southern  AViseonsin, 
he  opened  an  office  at  St.  Croix  Falls,  AA'^is- 
consin,  and  was  soon  afterward  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  i5ut  the  country  whei'e  he 
was  located  was  too  new  and  withmit  im- 
mediate prospects  of  settling  up  rai)idly,  and 
he  therefore  removed  to  Prescott,  where  he 
was  in  practice  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years, 
and  was  also  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  two 
terms. 
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In  1878  Mr.  Button  crossed  tlie  Atlantic 
and  made  an  extended  tour  of  the  old  world, 
visitiiicr  man}'  of  the  most  important  points 
mentioned  in  ancient  and  modern  history. 
Starting  from  the  port  of  New  York,  he 
landed  at  Glascrow,  Scotland,  where  he  visited 
most  of  the  places  of  historical  interest  in 
that  country.  He  went  thence  to  England, 
ovei'  which  he  took  an  extended  tour;  from 
London  he  went  to  Paris,  thence  to  Lyons 
and  on  to  Spain.  Returning  to  France  he 
went  to  Dijon  and  passed  through  the  Mt. 
Cenis  tunnel  into  Italy;  visited  Turin  and 
Geneva,  the  leaning  tower  of  Pisa;  visited 
Rome  and  Naples,  and  at  the  latter  place 
took  ship  and  crossed  the  Mediterranean  sea 
to  Alexandria,  Egypt,  thence  to  Cairo,  whore 
he  stood  on  the  top  of  the  pyramid  of  Cheops. 
This  pyramid  is  480  feet  in  height,  and  its 
base  covers  an  area  of  thirteen  acres.  lie 
went  thence  up  the  Nile  to  the  Red  Sea, 
through  tlie  Suez  canal,  then  took  boat  to 
Joppa,  thence  to  Jerusalem.  This  celebrated 
ancient  city  was  liis  head(|uarters  for  some 
time  while  visiting  other  places  of  interest. 
He  went  next  to  the  sea  of  Galilee,  crossed 
the  Jordan  river,  and  visited  various  places 
of  interest  including  Sidon  and  Tyre.  He 
crossed  the  country  from  Beyroot  to  Damas- 
cus, a  distance  of  seventy  miles  and  returned, 
there  took  ship  and  went  to  Tai'sus,  visited 
the  island  of  Patmos  and  ohl  Troy  on  the 
way  to  Constanlinople.  From  the  latter  city 
he  went  up  the  Black  Sea  and  visited  (Jdessa, 
Sebastopol,  Constantinople,  Athens,  Corinth, 
and  Corfu,  crossing  the  Adriatic  Sea  to 
Brindisi  and  Naples.  At  Naples  he  learned 
of  the  death  of  Victor  Emmanuel,  whose 
funeral  he  attended,  and  there  witnessed  a 
most  brilliant  military  display.  Going  thence 
to  Venice  he  there  learned  of  the  death  of 
Pope  Pius,  and  returned  to  Rome  and  wit- 
nessed the  funeral  display  which  followed  the 


death  of  that  potentate.  He  then  went  from 
Rome  to  Florence,  visited  the  famous  cathe- 
dral at  that  place,  thence  to  Prague  and 
Munich  and  various  other  places,  including 
the  city  of  Berlin,  thence  to  Moscow  and  St. 
Petersburg.  Lie  next  started  for  the  city  of 
Christiania,  but  the  change  in  the  climate 
occasioned  liy  his  rapid  change  in  latitude 
caused  him  to  take  a  severe  cold,  and  he 
therefore  changed  his  mind  and  visited  Ham- 
burg, Amsterdam  and  the  Hague.  He  went 
thence  to  Brussels  and  stood  upon  the  famous 
held  of  Waterloo,  next  to  Geneva,  then  to 
Calais,  thence  to  London  and  Liverpool.  He 
crossed  into  Ireland  and  visited  Dublin  and 
various  other  places  of  interest,  including 
the  famous  city  of  Cork,  going  thence  to 
Queenstown,  whence  he  sailed  for  New  York. 

Soon  after  his  return  Mr.  Button  came  to 
Trempealeau  to  visit  his  brother,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  was  in- 
duced by  him  to  remain.  They  practiced  for 
a  time  in  partnership,  when  owing  to  failing 
health  the  brother  went  to  Texas,  and  on  his 
return  located  at  Sparta. 

Mr.  Button's  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Char- 
lotte Wheaton,  a  native  of  New  York.  They 
have  no  childi'en,  having  lost  a  son  Charles  in 
1864,  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Mr.  Button 
received  a  liberal  literary  education  in  early 
life,  which  has  been  supplemented  by  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  world,  obtained  by 
extensive  travel.  It  is  estimated  tliat  his 
trip  to  the  old  world  covered  a  distance  of 
about  25,000  milesT  about  800  of  which  he 
traveled  on  foot.  He  has  always  been  an  ex- 
tensive reader,  and  is  well  informed  on  the 
various  issues  of  the  day.  His  pi'ofessional 
practice  he  follows  rather  as  a  matter  of  pas- 
time, and  to  afford  hitn  an  occupation  for  the 
mind  rather  than  as  a  business.  He  is  a  pro- 
gressive and     enterprising  citizen,    and    his 
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kiu)\vled<re  of  tlie  world  makes  liiin  a  most 
etitertainiiig  and  prolitahle  companion.  As 
a  citizen  he  commands  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  ail  with  wliom  lie  comes  in  contact. 


|P\ON.  ALEXANDER  A.  ARNOLD,  one 
fWl  *'^  Wisconsin's  representative  citizens, 
^^'1  and  a  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  conntj, 
resides  at  his  heautifiil  farm  home  ahont  one 
mile  northeast  of  the  center  of  the  village 
plat  of  Galesville.  He  was  born  in  Khiiie- 
beck,  Dutchess  county.  New  York,  Octoijer 
20,  1833,  a  son  of  Archibald  H.  K.  Arnold. 
The  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  the  first 
American  ancestor  came  to  this  country  dur- 
ing the  early  history  of  the  colotiies.  The 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  ot  this  sketch 
was  Ahah  Arnold,  and  from  him  our  suljject 
gets  his  middle  name.  The  latter  was  one 
of  twelve  sons,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a  pioneer  of  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 
He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
Welcome  Arnold,  the  grandfather  of  A.  A. 
Arnold,  married  Alary  Row,  who  was  of  Hol- 
land Dutch  ancestry.  Archibald  H.  R.  was 
the  only  son  of  his  parents,  as  was  also  Wel- 
come Arnold,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-seven  years.  The  mother  of  our 
suljject  was  Catherine  M.  E.  Sliultz,  also  of 
Holland  Dutch  ancestry.  The  parents  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Dutchess  county  until 
death.  The  father  was  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  long  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  The  husband  survived 
the  wife  and  mother  a  number  of  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  all  are  still  living  but  two.  The 
eldest,  Alary,  died  at  the  age  of  si.Kteen  years; 
Alexander  was   the   next  in  order  of    birth; 


Geraldino  marriinl  Edward  (•rnnimcy,  and 
resides  at  Ponghkeepsie,  .Vew  York;  Kiiiina 
became  Airs.  Roberts,  and  dii'd  at  rougli- 
keepsie  in  IS'JO;  Uosa  1*.  married  Charles 
Williams,  and  lives  in  the  latter  city;  Ham- 
ilton J.,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  is  engaged 
in  the  drug  business;  Washington  \Y.,  the 
youngest,  is  also  at  Kansas  (Jity,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spiMit 
on  a  farm  and  in  attending  school,  and  for 
a  time  he  was  a  student  at  Starkey  Academy, 
and  what  was  then  known  as  Nine  Partners 
Boarding  School,  and  also  at  I'oughkeepsie 
College.  He  taught  school  hn  a  time,  ami 
in  1855  was  graduated  at  the  Ohio  Law 
Scho(_)l.  Il(^  next  entered  the  office  of  the 
late  Hon.  Theodore  Aliller,  of  Hudson,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  as  a  student  six 
months,  and  was  then  admitted  to  the 
Supreme  court  of  that  State.  Early  in  1857 
Mr.  Arnold  come  to  Wisconsin,  and  con- 
tinued for  a  short  time  in  Elkhoni,  Walworth 
county,  residing  with  a  cousin,  wdiere  he  was 
also  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  there  tried  his 
Urst  case  in  law.  He  had  two  cousins,  W. 
A.  Johnson  and  Airs.  George  A.  Smith,  re- 
siding in  Galesville,  and,  desiring  to  see  more 
of  Wisconsin  before  making  a  permanent 
settlement,  he  came  to  Galesville,  in  June, 
1857.  Here  he  decideil  to  remain,  and  im- 
mediatel}'  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

He  married,  in  185'J,  Aliss  Ilattie  Tripj), 
who  died  in  1861,  leaving  one  child,  Blanche, 
who  died  at  the  early  age  of  two  years.  Air. 
Arnold  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  August,  1862,  when  he  decided 
to  enter  the  military  service  of  his  country, 
and  accordingly  enlisted  in  Company  (■, 
Thirtieth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry.  On  the  organization  ot'  the  com- 
pany he  was  elected  its  Captain,  and  wascom- 


BIOGIiAPIIICAL    HISTORY. 


missioned  as  such  by  (Tovernor  Lewis.  He 
continued  in  this  capacity  until  the  close  of 
his  service,  and  durino;  the  tirst  year  of  this 
time  he  remained  in  this  State  with  his  com- 
mand, where  he  was  engaged  in  enforcing 
the  draft.  The  second  year  of  his  military 
career  was  mostly  spent  at  Fort  Rice,  on  the 
Dakota  frontier,  and  the  last  year  he  was 
connected  with  the  military  operations  in 
Kentucky,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville, that  State.  On  his  return  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  instead  of  engaging  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  determined  to 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  to  make 
for  himself  a  tine  country  home.  Previous 
to  entering  the  army  he  had  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  and,  after 
spending  about  one  year  in  the  State  of  New 
York  visiting  friends,  he  purchased  1(30 
acres  adjoining  his  eighty  acres,  which  he 
immediately  began  to  improve.  This  loca- 
tion is  one  of  tlie  most  beautiful  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  and  rendered  more  so  by  the 
labor  and  industry  of  many  years.  Captain 
Arnold's  fine  brick  residence  is  situated  upon 
an  elevated  and  commanding  site,  surrounded 
by  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  and  the  view 
from  his  residence  and  adjacent  elevations 
are  grand  and  beautiful.  His  farm  now  con- 
tains about  4:00  acres  of  excellent  land,  where 
he  has  for  many  years  been  largely  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  breeding  short-horned 
cattle  and  Berkshire  swine. 

Pie  is  also  well  known  in  the  political  tield 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  has  been 
called  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  honorable  and 
responsible  positions.  He  is  of  Democratic 
ancestry,  and  cast  his  first  jiresidential  vote 
for  James  Ihu'hanan,  in  ISSO.  Later,  in  the 
slavery  issue,  he  indorsed  tlie  views  of 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  whom  lie  sujiported  in 
l>StJO,    but    voted    for    Aliraham     Lincoln    in 


1804,  and  has  ever  since  affiliated  with  the 
Kepublican  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  1870, 
and  in  1878-'79  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate.  In  1880  he  was  again  a  member  of 
the  Assembly,  and  was  chosen  speaker  of  that 
body.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1860,  in 
the  Trempealeau  Lodge,  and  in  1889  was  one 
of  the  chief  organizers  of  the  Charles  H. 
Ford  Grand  Army  Post,  No.  257,  of  Gales- 
ville,  and  was  the  first  commander  of  the 
post.  Captain  Arnold  has  held  many  local 
offices,  including  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Supervisors  for  many  years.  He  has  been 
many  years  a  member' of  the  State  Agricul- 
tural Society,  and  its  president  for  two  years. 
Has  been  an  impoi'tant  factor  in  the  County 
Agricultural  Society,  serving  several  times 
as  president.  For  a  number  of  years  lie  has 
held  the  office  of  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Gale  College,  and  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  faculty.  While  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  he  obtained  the  charter  for  the 
Gales ville  &  Mississippi  River  railroad — 
which  now  forms  the  stub  from  Trempea- 
leau to  Galesville — and  was  president  of  the 
company  during  the  construction  of  the  road, 
and  until  it  was  transferred  to  the  North- 
western Railroad  Company.  This  scheme 
rendered  its  promotion  very  unpopular,  until 
after  the  road  was  completed  and  its  advan- 
tages to  the  village  began  to  be  felt.  He  has 
done  a  large  amount  of  surveying,  and  his 
services  in  that  direction  are  still  in  frequent 
demand. 

February  1,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Douglas,  a  daughter  of 
Hugh  Douglas,  a  well-known  pioneer  of 
Melrose,  Wisconsin.  They  have  five  ciiil- 
dren,  tliree  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.: 
Archibald,  Mollie  D.,  Gerald,  Alex,  and  Beu- 
lah.      (^aptain    Arnold    is    esteemed     by    his 
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low  citizens  .as  a  gentleman  of  culture  and 
ability,  and  is  recognized  by  all  as  an  enter- 
prising and  progressive  citizen. 

flCIIOLAS  WEIN  ANDY,  County  Clerk 
of  Buffalo  county,  and  a  resident  of 
Alma,  was  Iwrn  in  the  town  of  Alma, 
May  15,  1858.  and  is  the  sou  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Lellig)  Weiuandy.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Rhine  Province,  Prussia,  aud 
were  married  in  their  native  land.  They 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring 
of  1856,  and  located  in  Grant  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  they  remained  about  one  year, 
after  whicii  tiiey  moved  to  Buffalo  county. 
Here  the  father  pre-empted  a  claim  on  section 
5,  range  12,  township  21;  improved  his  farm 
and  lived  on  it  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
October  24,  1887.  His  widow  is  still  living 
at  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Weinandy  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  army,  in  which  he 
served  about  four  years,  three  years  under 
the  regular  law  and  one  year  subsequently 
during  the  troubles  of  '48.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Jacob,  Nicholas,  Margaretta,  Josephine, 
Elizabeth,  Franciska,  Elizabeth  (2)  and  John. 
Of  these  live  are  living;  Jacob,  Nicholas, 
Franciska,  Elizabeth  and  John. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  secured  his  pri- 
mary education  at  home,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  was  sent  to  the  Galesville  University, 
where  he  studied  two  terms.  In  1874  he  was 
employed  to  teach  the  district  school  in  John's 
valley,  Lincoln  township,  this  county.  The 
next  two  winters  lie  taught  in  the  Stein's 
district,  working  on  the  farm  during  the 
summer.  In  the  spring  of  187(5  he  taught 
one  term  in  the  Dry  (^ally  district.  In  the 
fall  of  1878  he  again  eniered  the  (iaiesvillr 
University,  remuining  there  one  year,  and  the 


following  fall  took  charge  of  the  school  at 
Puflalo  City,  IJullalo  county,  where  he  taught 
until  the  fall  of  181.11).  During  the  autumn 
of  1887  he  was  nominated  as  Clerk  nf  the 
Circuit  Court  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
was  defeated,  losing  the  election  by  a  small 
majority.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  brought 
out  by  the  same  party  as  a  candidate  fur 
County  Clerk,  was  nominated  ami  elected  by 
a  nuxjority  of  02G.  He  was  installed  into 
ottice  the  first  Monday  in  January,  l>i'Jl. 

Mr.  Weinantiy  was  mari'ied  at  Buffalo 
City,  June  28,  1880,  to  Josephine  Stein, 
daughter  of  John  P.  and  Elizabeth  (jjack) 
Stein.  Her  father  was  a  pioneer  of  this 
State,  having  moved  here  in  1846  and  settled 
in  Eau  Claire.  In  1851  lie  came  to  Buffalo 
county  and  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Weinandy  have  two  children,  Oscar  F. 
and  Oliver  R. 

Mr.  Weinandy  may  be  termed  a  self-made 
man.  Beginning  life  as  a  teacher  of  a  dis- 
trict school,  he  has  worked  his  way  up  to  his 
present  position  of  prominence  and  trust. 
Judging  from  his  past  success,  it  may  safely 
be  predicted  that  he  has  a  bright  and  useful 
career  before  him.  In  his  religious  faith  he 
is  a  Catholic. 

fAMES  P.  MALLERY,  one  of  the  ])io- 
neers  of  La  Crosse  county,  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  town  of  Hale,  Trempea- 
leau county,  since  18G7;  lie  made  the  claim 
of  his  farm  in  March  of  that  year,  ami  located 
there  the  following  June.  He  was  born  in 
Corinth,  Saratoga  county.  New  York,  in  1833, 
a  son  of  D.  P.  Mallery.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  accomjianied  his  father 
to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  and  si\  yrars 
latei-  he  enlisted  in  Company  .\.  'I'liii-d  Wis- 
consin Cavalry.      From  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
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ment  in  1861  to  the  time  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  January  30, 1865, 
he  was  in  active  service,  excepting  tliree 
months  of  1862,  when  sickness  prevented  iiim. 
lie  participated  in  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant engagements  of  the  war,  and  although 
he  escaped  tlie  liullets  of  the  enem_y,  liis 
health  was  much  broken  by  exposure,  and  he 
has  ne\'er  recovered  his  former  strength.  In 
Missouri  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mon- 
ticello.  Cabin  C'reek,  Taborsville,  ]\[ajsville, 
Little  Osage,  Cone  Creek  and  Gran  by;  he 
was  also  at  Devil's  Backbone,  Arkansas, 
iJripping  Springs,  Cane  Hill,  Perryville, 
Dallas  and  Prairie  Grove,  also  in  Arkansas, 
and  at  Baxter  Springs  and  Honey  Springs, 
l<laho  Territory.  He  was  a  gallant  and 
faithful  soldier,  and  freely  gave  his  eHbrts  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  he  esteemed  holy  and  just. 
Darling  P.  Mallery,  the  father  of  James 
P.,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  Xew  York, 
in  18(19,  and  married  Polly  M.  Creel,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  year  as  her  husband. 
To  them  were  born  three  children,  one  son, 
James  I'.,  and  two  daughters;  one  of  the 
daughtei's  is  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Whitney,  and 
the  other  is  married  to  I.  A.  Wells.  In 
1855  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Burns,  La  Crosse  county;  here 
Mr.  Mallery  became  a  prominent  and  well- 
known  citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
commercial  and  political  movements,  and 
aiding  the  grcAvth  ami  development  of  the 
county.  He  was  Deputy  Sheriff  (J  the  county 
for  eighteen  years,  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Supervisor.  Later  he  removed  to 
Trempealeau  county  and  settled  on  a  farm 
adjoining  that  of  his  son;  he  purchased  this 
land  in  1883,  and  there  he  and  his  faithful 
wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mr. 
Mallery's  death  occurred  on  the  morning  of 
February  13,  1892,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.     These  worthy 


and  respected  people,  who  were  born  in  the 
same  year,  and  had  lived  together  moi"e  than 
fifty  years,  passed  fi'om  this  life  to  that  of 
reality  within  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun;  they  had  attained  their  eighty-third  year. 
Darling  P.  Mallery  was  appointed  Constable 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  before  he  was 
twenty-one,  and  held  a  town  office  every  year 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he  was  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

'  James  P.  Mallery  was  married  in  1866  to 
Angelina  E.  Barry,  who  died  July  15,  1877, 
the  mother  of  six  children :  Plenry  D.  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Jane  Lorinda  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Alfred  E.  was  one 
year  old  when  he  died;  George  W.,  Nettie  N. 
and  Melvin  H.  are  all  at  home;  Mr.  Mallery's 
second  wife  was  Miss  Theresa  Jane  Anderson, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Wis- 
consin, a  daughter  of  Samuel  Anderson,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  that  county,  but  now  a 
resident  of  the  village  of  Hartford.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mallery  have  two  daughters:  Millie  May 
and  Mary  Ethel;  they  are  genial,  hospitable 
people,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances. 


,    #^1LLIAM    COX    is   one   of  the  early 

(■"SfM^j  resides  on  section  25,  town  23,  range 
8  west,  where  he  and  his  stepson,  ( )liver  F. 
Jacobs,  own  a  line  farm  of  160  acres  of  good 
laml,  well  improved,  and  here  they  live  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  was 
born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  in  1825,  and 
when  he  was  tett  years  of  age  his  parents 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  near  White- 
water, Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  and  here 
our  subject  grew  to  manhood.  He  enlisted 
June  7,  1862,  in  Company  U,  Twentieth 
Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
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participated  in  many  important  events  of  the 
war,  including  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
the  important  event  at  Yazoo  City,  Browns- 
ville and  siege  of  Fort  Morgan.  He  also 
took  part  at  Meadville  and  at  the  siege  of 
Spanish  Fort,  and  received  his  discharge  at 
Galveston,  Texas,  July  14,  1865.  Altliougli 
never  wounded,  like  so  many  otliei-  brave 
soldiers  who  fought  for  their  country  in  the 
late  war,  his  constitution  was  very  much 
sliattered  by  his  service  in  the  army,  lie- 
turning  to  AVhitewater  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  he  removed  to  Trempealeau  Prairie  the 
same  year  and  settled  on  a  farm,  and  soon 
after  wedded  Mrs.  Jacobs, /lec  Catherine  Ann 
Pierce,  daughter  of  Zadick  Pierce,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  Of  the  three  children  born 
to  her  first  marriage,  two,  Eliza  and  Willie, 
are  deceased.  Her  son  Oliver  F.  was  born  in 
Walworth  county.  May  23,  1863.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Co.x  three  children 
have  been  born,  but  only  one,  Emery  Elmore, 
is  now  living.  A  son,  Charles  Edwin,  died 
at  the  age  of  one  and  a  half  years,  and  little 
Ella  died  at  the  age  of  two.  Mr.  Jaculis,  the 
first  husband  of  Mrs.  Cox,  who  served  iu 
Company  E,  Forty-third  Regiment  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  died  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
during'  the  war  of  the  Eehellion. 


fAMEtS  L.  IIALLOCK,  of  the  town  of 
Nelson,  Buffalo  county,  is  numbered 
among  the  well-known  pioneers  of  West 
Wisconsin.  His  home  and  farm  are  on  sec- 
tion 3,  town  23,  range  13  west,  where  he  set- 
tled in  1855,  entering  his  land  on  November 
17  of  that  year.  Mr.  Ilallock  was  born  iu 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  25, 
1823.  His  father,  Peter  Ilallock,  a  iiative  of 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  his  widcnv  was  for  many 


years  a  pensioner  by  virtue  of  his  service  in 
this  war.  He  was  Captain  of  the  company 
which  he  had  raised,  and  fought  in  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  New  Orleans  under  Ceneral 
Jackson.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lavina 
Vail,  a  native  of  Dutchess  county,  of  German 
ancestry,  who  survived  him  many  years  and 
several  times  visited  her  son.  the  subject  of 
this    sketch,    after    lie    came    to    AVisconsin. 

\  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  who 
grew  to  maturity,  three  sons  and  seven  <laugh- 

I  ters,  but  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Delaware  ik 
Hudson  Canal  Company.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  1849,  to  Miss  Hattie  Simonson,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  In  1852,  when  the 
gold  fever  was  at  its  height,  he  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  gold  fever  and  went  to  Califor- 
nia. Going  around  Cape  Horn,  he  reached 
San  Francisco  five  months  after  leaving  the 
]iort  of  New  York,  and  remained  on  the 
Pacific  coast  until  1855,  when  he  ivturned 
home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  decided  to  seek  a  location 
in  the  West,  and  came  to  Buffalo  county. 
He  went  as  far  north  as  the  present  site  of 
Lake  City,  Minnesota.  W^liile  on  an  ex- 
ploring and  hunting  expedition  he  selected 
his  present  land  and  at  once  made  his  settle- 
ment, and  here  he  and  wife  have  liveil  for  a 
long  period  of  thirty-six  years,  and  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  counti-y  during  tliis  long 
])eriod.  ]\[r.  Ilallock  has  ever  been  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  Buffalo  county. 
;md  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  various 
official  positions,  the  duties  of  whicii  In-  has 
discharged  with  fidelity.  In  18(59  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  and  served  in  that  body  in  a  mo>t 
acceptable    manner.      In    his    political    senti- 
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iiients  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republi- 
can and  has  always  possessed  much  influence 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.  He  is  still  a 
Republican,  with  strong  pi'ohibition  princi- 
ples. The  confidence  which  his  fellow-citi- 
zens have  had  in  the  integrity  and  ability  of 
Mr.  Hallock  is  well  illustrated  in  his  almost 
uninterrupted  continuance  in  official  posi- 
tions. Besides  his  service  in  the  Lecrislature, 
he  has  been  chairman  of  his  Town  Board 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  not  less  than 
twenty  years,  and  still  occupies  the  latter 
position.  He  is  of  a  cordial  and  genial  dis- 
position, fair  and  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fellow-raen,  and  possesses  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallock  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  They  lost  one 
dauehter. 


fMIL  J.  HANKEY,  general  merchant  at 
Trempeleau,  has  been  engaged  in  this 
business  since  1868.  His  store  build- 
ing, an  elegant  structure,  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  is  two- 
stories  high,  has  a  basement  thirty-tour  feet 
in  width  by  seventy  in  depth,  and  was  erected 
l)y  him  at  a  cost  of  about  8"i500. 

Mr.  Haiikey  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1844, 
the  SOD  of  Gotlieli  Hankey,  wlio  died  when 
his  son  was  a  child.  When  a  lad  of  ten  years 
our  subject  came  to  the  United  States  with 
Ills  mother,  who  located  at  Beaver  Dam,  Wis- 
consin, vrhere  he  was  educated  and  began 
merchandising.  He  came  from  that  city  to 
Trempealeau,  where  he  at  once  entered  into 
business,  and  for  three  years  was  associated 
with  Thomas  Veltum,  now  of  St.  Jameo,  Min- 
nesota, but  since  that  time  has  been  alone. 

He  was  married  in  ISnit.  to  Mary  Frances 
McCune,  of    Beaver  Dauj,  a  native  of   Wis- 


consin and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  McCune,/ 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ohio.  His  father, 
a  native  of  Scotland,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Ohio.  He  and  his  wife  came  to  Wisconsin 
with  their  son  Thomas,  where  they  lived  until 
they  died.  Thomas  McCune  married  Caroline 
Bentley,  a  native  of  Dutchess  county.  New 
York,  who  was  then  living  with  her  parents. 
Tabor  and  Deborah  Bentley.  in  Oak  Grove, 
Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Bentley  is  dead, 
l)ut  his  wife,  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Han- 
key, is  still  living  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCune  were  early  settlers  of 
Oak  Grove,  wliere  he  died  August  22,  1865. 
In  the  fall  of  1874  the  mother  moved  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  died  there  December  7,  1880. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCune  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Hankey  is  the  eldest.  The 
second  child  and  older  son,  Samuel  Tabor, 
was  killed  by  the  cars  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
leaving  a  family;  Duley  Elma  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  "Veltum,  and  now  resides  at 
St.  James,  Minnesota;  and  William  Henry, 
the  youngest  of  the  faujily,  also  lives  in  Min- 
nesota. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankey  have  two  children: 
Lena  and  William  T.  The  latter  graduated 
at  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Pharmacy  in 
May,  1891,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Lena  is  as- 
sisting her  father  in  business.  They  lost 
their  youngest  child,  Adelbert  Grovur,  who 
was  born  February  4,  1876,  and  died  April 
7,  1887. 


I^ENRY  HUBER,  Sheriff  of  Buffalo 
irB)  ^o'^^'^y'  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  this 
^mi  county,  July  S9,  1860.  His  parents, 
Casper  and  Rosa  (Bauman)  Ilulier,  wei-e  boi-ii 
in  Germany  and  Switzerland  respectively,  the 
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former  at  Wiirttemhiirg,  Gennaiiy,  and  the 
latter  in  tlie  city  of  Lenzburg,  in  the  canton 
of  Aargau,  Switzerland.  His  father  was  a 
siioemaker  by  trade.  Emigrating  to  the 
United  States  in  1851,  he  located  first  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  resided  for  one  year, 
and  then  removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
lived  about  four  years,  working  at  his  trade. 
In  1857  he  left  Cincinnati  for  the  West,  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Hutialo  City,  Buffalo 
county.  A  year  later  he  settled  on  a  home 
stead  claim  in  the  township  of  Belvidere,  and 
began  fanning.  In  this  occupation  he  con- 
tinued until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  Noveml>er  9,  1891.  To  him  and 
his  wife  eleven  children  have  been'born,  viz.: 
Gustave,  Robert.  Oscar,  deceased;  George, 
Henry,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Rosa, 
who  died  young;  Albert,  Charles,  Ferdinand. 
Selina,  now  Mrs.  John  Lindrude;  and  Emily, 
now  Mrs.  J.  Mourning. 

The  early  life  of  Henry  Iluber  was  spent 
at  home,  assisting  his  father  and  atteijding 
the  public  schools,  until  he  was  twenty.  At 
that  age  he  came  to  Alma  and  engao-ed  in 
the  butchering  business.  On  the  first  of 
May.  1882.  he  opened  a  hotel  on  Alain  street, 
the  Massasoit  House,  which  he  conducted 
three  years  and  sold  to  Mr.  Leanhardy.  After 
that  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
soda-water  for  two  yeai-s.  Disposing  of  that 
business  he  went  to  AVabasha  and  onened  the 
Commercial  Hotel,  which  he  carried  on  one 
year.  Then  he  returned  to  Alma  and  re- 
opened his  butcher  business,  in  partnership 
with  Fred  Hemrinch,  and  together  they  are 
still  conducting  it.  May  1,  1890.  he  and  his 
partner  purchased  the  brewery  of  John  Hem- 
rinch, which  they  remodeled  and  improved, 
and  in  which  they  are  now  making  a  popular 
brand  of  beer,  doing  a  prosperous  business. 

Mr.  Hulier  was  nominated  for  Sherilf  in 
1890    by    the     Democratic     ]>arty,    an<l    was 


elected  by  a  majority  of  127  votes.  lie  was 
duly  installed  in  office,  and  is  now  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  his  responsible  position  in  a 
mannei-  that  gives  satisfaction  to  the  peo])le. 

Mr.  Huber  was  married  at  Alma,  May  10, 
1882,  to  Anna,  daughtei-  of  Henry  and  Anna 
Bube,  then  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Bube  was 
killed  on  a  Government  steamljoat  while  he 
was  serx'ing  as  first  mate,  his  death  being  the 
result  of  an  accident.  His  widow  is  now 
living  at  Alma.  Mr.  and  iVIrs.  Huber  have 
five  children:  Dora,  OlivtT,  Alice,  Oscar  and 
Frederick. 

Socially,  Mr.  Huber  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge,  No.  1.S4-,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Alma,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No  52.  He  is 
one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  Buftalo 
county,  and  has  the  confidence  anil  esteem  of 
the  people.  It  is  safe  to  predict  that  he  has 
a  bright  and  prosperous  future  before  him. 


iMm  i!.  AND  D.  P.  GIBSON.— Among 
'mvmi-  '^''^  well-known  pioneers  of  Trem- 
^^^®  pealeau  county,  are  Milo  B.  (iil)- 
son  and  his  brother,  Delorm  P.  Gibson, 
residents  of  the  town  of  Albion.  Their 
father,  Adam  U.  Gibson,  was  born  August 
8,  1809,  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
of  Scotch- Irish  ancestry.  His  father  was 
also  named  Adam  and  belonged  to  an  eai-ly 
New  England  family. 

Adam  U.  Gibson  was  one  of  seven  chil- 
dren, three  brothers  and  four  sisters.  All 
were  b(irn  in  New  Hampshire  and  eventually 
became  widely  dispersed  about  the  country 
and  probably  all  have  now  passed  away,  as 
the  subjects  of  this  sketch  have  no  know- 
ledge of  any  living  meml»ers  of  theii'  family 
of  the  father's  generation.  Adam  U.  (Jibs'in 
lived  at  home  till  the  age  of  twenty -ime 
years,    when    he   went   to    the     Dominion    of 


BIOGRAPHICAX     BISTORT. 


Canada,  where  he  was  married  to  Rachel 
Lindsy,  a  native  of  that  country.  In  about 
1835  lie  removed  with  his  wife  to  AVisconsin, 
locatintr  iu  Iowa  county,  and  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  milling,  near  Fort  Hamilton, 
now  called  Wyota.  In  1854,  resolving  to 
change  his  location,  he  started  out  with  one 
diaries  Pike  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a 
future  place  of  residence.  They  went  up  the 
Mississippi  at  that  time  as  far  as  St.  Paul, 
where  Mr.  Gibson  thought  some  of  locating, 
but  finally  returned  to  Iowa  county  without 
having  selected  a  location.  In  1856,  accom- 
panied by  a  man  named  George  Rossman,  he 
ao-ain  started  northward  with  the  determina- 
tion of  making  a  permanent  settlement.  The 
families  went  via  Mississippi  river  to  Foun- 
tain City,  and  thence  across  the  country  with 
teams.  They  made  locations  in  Buifalo 
county,  near  the  county  line  of  Trempealeau. 
Mr.  Gilisoii  lived  a  few  years  in  Buffalo 
county,  when  he  removed  across  the  line  to 
Albion,  Trempealeau  county,  where  he  re- 
mained the  rest  of  his  life.  The  land  on 
which  he  settled  in  Buti'alo  county  he  pre- 
empted from  Government,  but  his  farm  in 
the  town  of  Albiofi  he  obtained  under  the 
homestead  act.  This  was  the  final  settle- 
meut  of  Mr.  Gibson,  and  here  he  lived  until 
death,  which  occurred  October  19,  1884, 
at  the  age  ot  seventy-three  years.  The  wife 
and  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to 
the  other  world  several  years  previously. 
Mr.  Gibson,  Sr.,  was  a  most  excellent 
citizen,  honored  and  respected  by  all.  He 
had  seen  men  of  the  world  and  was  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  men.  In  1851  he  crossed 
the  plains  to  California,  returning  three 
years  later  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In 
his  political  connections  he  was  a  Democrat 
of  the  Jackson  school.  He  possessed  strong 
powers  physically,  and  was  an  industrious, 
enterprising  citizen.     He  and   wife  were  the 


parents  of  four  sons  but  no  daughters.  All 
the  children  are  now  living:  John  L.,  the 
eldest,  is  now  a  resident  of  West  Superior; 
Nelson,  the  second  son,  lives  in  Pioche, 
Nevada;  Milo  B.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  and  Delorm  P.  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  It  has  thus  been  seen  .that  the  two 
younger  brothers  are  the  only  representatives 
of  the  family  residing  in  Trempealeau  county. 
Milo  B.  Gibson  resides  on  section  6,  where 
he  has  a  fine  farm  and  a  pleasant  home.  He 
was  born  in   Iowa   county,    Wisconsin,   July 

17,  1841,  and  educated  at  the  common 
schools.  He  was  severely  injured  when  a 
boy,  which  rendei-ed  him  somewhat  crippled 
in  his  youth,  and  by  his  father's  request 
entered  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Clerner, 
at  Argyle,  as  a  clerk,  and  later  was  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store.  He,  how- 
ever, followed  his  father's  family  to  their  new 
home  in  1857,  the  year  after  the  family  came. 
He  was  at  this  time  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  pontinued  to  reside  with  his  father's 
family  until  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when 
he  started  out  for  himself.  The  first  land 
that  he  owned  was  in  the  town  of  Albion, 
and  he  and  family  have  occupied  their  pres- 
ent home  since  about  1870.  His  farm  con- 
tains 240  acres  of  land  under  excellent  state 
of  cultivation,  and  on  which  he  has  made  all 
improvements.       He    was    married    October 

18,  1862,  to  Mary  Harvey,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Eunice  (Duncanson)  Harvey. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Gibson  spent  their  early 
lives  in  Nova  Scotia,  removing  thence  to 
Dodge  county,  and  thence  to  Buffalo  county, 
in  1856,  where  they  lived  till  death,  where 
the  mother  died  December  13,  1871,  and 
the  father  March  31,  1886.  Mrs.  Gibson 
was  one  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  1891, 
and  a  number  of  whom  are  residents  of  Mon- 
dovi,  Buffalo  county.     Mr.  and   Mrs.  Gibson 
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have  five  cliildren,  four  (laughters  and  a  sou: 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Gott,  of  Stan- 
ley, Chippewa  county,  Wiseonsiu;  Ida  aud 
Oua  are  twins:  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  (-J. 
H.  Inglesby;  the  next  in  order  of  birth  is 
Lydia;  Nelson,  the  only  son,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  and  was  born  July  25,  1871. 
Mr.  Gibson  is  chairman  of  the  town  board  of 
Albion  in  1891,  and  is  one  of  its  snccesBful 
and  representative  citizens. 

Delorm  P.  Gibson,  whose  farm  joins  that 
of  his  brother,  was  liorn  in  Iowa  count}', 
Wisconsin,  July  19,  18-43,  being  about 
tliirteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  their  new  home  in  West  Wiscon- 
sin. He  resides  on  tlie  old  homestead  of  his 
parents,  with  whom  he  lived  or  they  with 
him  until  their  death.  He  married  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Harvey,  a  sister  of  his  brother's 
wife.  The  time  of  their  marriage  was  De- 
cember, 1868.  The  original  homestead  which 
he  owns  and  occupies,  contained  eighty  acres; 
his  present  farm  includes  a  quarter  section. 
He  and  wife  have  seven  children,  three  boys 
and  four  girls,  all  of  whom  wei'e  born  at  the 
homestead.  They  are  Charles,  Mina.  Pauline, 
Gny  D.,  Mary  E.,  John  A.  and  Roxana.  It 
will  thus  i)e  seen  that  the  Gibson  brothers 
are  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  West 
Wisconsin.  They  remember  well  the  early 
times  and  the  privations  endured  by  the 
early  settlers.  The  winter  of  185G-'57  was  a 
severe  one,  and  of  course  the  family  had  not 
yet  an  opportunity  of  raising  food  for  their 
support.  They  had  food  shipped  to  them 
from  Iowa  county  to  Fountain  City,  and 
went  several  times  to  the  latter  place,  where 
they  would  load  their  wagons  with  corn, 
which  they  would  take  to  Eau  Claire  and 
have  ground,  the  round  trip  i-equiring  them 
to  travel  about  120  miles;  and  all  this  dis- 
tance to  get  a  grist  of  corn  meal;  but  game 
was    ]ilentiful,  bear  and    elk    and    other  wild 


animals  abounding  so  that  excellent  meat 
was  aliundant.  The  gi-eat  fear  of  the  settlers 
in  tlie  early  days  was  that  the  small  amount 
of  timber  that  the  country  contained  would 
soon  be  exhausted.  Hut  the  present  condi- 
sion  of  the  country  shows  how  groundless 
were  their  fears,  the  country  containing  at 
present  more  timber  than  in  the  early  pio- 
neer days,  the  result  of  suppressing  lires  that 
consumed  the  early  timber  before  the  days  of 
the  white  men.  The  Gibson  brothers  are 
numbered  among  the  representative  men  of 
Trempealeau  county,  where  they  have  lived 
so  long  and  have  done  their  share  toward 
developing  the  growth  and  assuring  the 
prosperity  of  their  country. 

fOSEPH  DICKINSON  CCOPER  is 
another  of  the  pioneers  of  this  town. 
His  fatlier,  John  Cooper,  was  born  in 
Hardin,  Chio,  a  son  of  Jesse  Cooper,  a 
pioneer  of  that  country,  where  he  was  rearcni. 
When  he  reached  mature  years  he  chose 
farming  as  liis  occupation  and  soon  after 
married  Miss  Mary  Ailams.  who  was  also 
born  in  Ilartlin  county.  lie  finally  decided 
to  emigrate  West,  where  there  was  open 
(Tovernment  land,  and  about  1842  he  took  a 
trip  to  Iowa  with  a  brother-in-law,  traveling 
on  foot.  The  latter  did  not  i-cturn  to  Chio, 
but  Mr.  Cooper  retui-ned,  and  in  1S40  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Sauk  county,  where  he  was  among 
the  tirst  settlers.  He  lived  at  vai-ious  places 
in  Sauk  county,  and  in  1870  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county  and  lived  on  section  4  in  tne 
to^vn  of  Albion  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred September  14.  1889,  at  the  ao-e  of 
about  eighty-one  years.  The  wife  and  mother 
is  still  living  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  and  is  quite  smart  for  her  years. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of 
thirteen  children.  He  first  cauie  to  Trem- 
pealeau county  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  the 
following  year  settled  on  his  present  place. 
He  enlisted  on  February  29,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany K,  Thirty-si.xth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  until  May  16,  1865, 
when  lie  was  discharged  at  the  Harvey  Hos- 
pital, Madison.  He  joined  his  regiment  at 
Madison  and  went  thence  to  Washington  and 
joined  Grant's  army  immediately,  and  the 
tenth  day  after  leaving  Madison  took  part  in 
the  severe  battle  of  Gainesville.  He  also 
fought  in  the  celebrated  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  taking  part  in  the  fearful  charge  at 
that  battle,  his  regiment,  which  numbered 
about  1,000  when  it  left  Madison,  losing  over 
half  its  number;  and  he  also  was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg.  Mr.  Cooper  also  took 
part  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  was 
among  the  front  troops  at  that  place.  On 
June  18,  1865,  he  took  part  with  his  regi- 
ment in  a  charge  of  the  rebel  works  at 
Fetersburg  and  came  out  of  the  same  with 
but  sixty  men.  At  this  charge  there  was  not 
an  officer,  commissioned  or  non-commissioned, 
but  who  was  killed  or  wounded.  He  re- 
ceived a  gunshot  wound  in  the  foot  in  this 
action,  whicli  incapacitated  him  for  furtiier 
duty  with  his  regiment.  He  was  taken  from 
the  field  to  the  hospital,  the  following  day  to 
City  Point,  and  eight  days  afterward  was 
sent  to  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton. July  20,  1864,  he  got  a  furlough  and 
came  home,  afterward  returning  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Washington,  where  he  remained 
until  March.  All  this  time  he  was  suffering 
from  his  wound  and  also  from  general  de- 
bility. In  March,  1865,  he  was  sent  to 
Harvey  Hospital,  Madisun.  and  was  dis- 
charged May  16,  1865,  after  serving  his 
country  so  long,  faithfully  and  well.  In  the 
meantime  lie  had  been   furloughed  for   thirty 


days.  Mr.  Cooper  has  never  recovered  his 
health  and  is  a  c<instant  sufferer  from  disease 
contracted  while  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
Since  the  war  he  has  resided  on  his  farm. 
He  was  married  March  16,  1862,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Williams,  daughter  of  Satley  and 
Julia  Williams,  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Albion,  in  1861.  Seven  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union,  four  boys  and 
three  girls,  viz.:  George  D.,  John  L.,  William 
H.,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Clara  M.,  Edwin  Albert 
and  Effa  Jane.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Wheeler  Post,  G.  A.  P.,  and  has  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

^xl'liM-lx^ 


fT.  CLAIR  JONES,  of  Eleva,  was  born 
in  Victor,  (Jntario  county.  New  York, 
June  9,  1836,  a  son  of  William  and 
Thankful  (Covel)  Jones,  the  former  born  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Maine.  They  were  married  in  Steuben 
county.  New  York,  and  soon  after  located  in 
Ontario  county.  In  1849  they  emigrated  to 
Wisconsin,  settling  in  the  town  of  Oregon, 
and  here  the  wife  and  mother  passed  away, 
February  19,  1856.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  the  father  made  his  home  with  his  son 
St.  Clair,  who  had  removed  in  1865  to  the 
town  of  Sumner,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1S73,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  St.  Clair  Jones  was  married  in  1858 
to  Miss  Hannah  Tinker,  u  native  of  England, 
born  in  1841,  daughter  of  Hilton  and  Sarah 
(Smith)  Tinker,  natives  of  England,  who  were 
pioneers  of  Dane  county,  Wisconsin.  The 
mother  died  in  her  native  country  atid  the 
father  afterward  married  again,  and  he  and 
wife  are  now  living  in  Iowa. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Mr.  Jones 
was  a  resident  of  Dane  county,  and  from 
there  lie  enlisted  August  9,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany   I,   Twenty-third    Wisconsin    Infantry, 
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and  was  mustered  into  service  on  the  lOtli  of 
the  same  month.  He  went  to  Cincinnati, 
thence  to  C^amp  Bates,  tlience  to  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  thence  to  Metnpliis,  Tennessee, 
and  participated  in  the  first  attack  of  Vicks- 
burg  under  Genei-al  Sherman.  Fi-om  there 
he  went  up  the  Arkansas  river  and  took  part 
in  the  first  engagement  at  Arkansas  Post. 
He  then  went  to  Young's  Point,  where  he 
staid  dui-ing  the  winter  of  1862-'63,  tiience 
to  Milliken's  Bend  and  took  part  in  tlie  cam- 
paign against  Viekshurg  uiuier  Grant,  and 
was  actively  engaged  until  tlie  sui'render. 
He  then  went  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  ami 
there  joined  Johnson;  returned  to  Vicks 
burg  and  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans. 
In  the  fall  of  1863  he  made  a  campaigii 
West  of  that  city  toward  the  Red  river  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  Kirby  Smith  and 
Dick  Taylor,  and  met  tliese  Generals  at  what 
was  then  known  as  Carrion  Crow  Bayou  and 
had  a  hard  fight.  About  300  men  of  the 
Twenty-third  went  into  this  fight,  and  but 
thirtj-two  reported  after  the  battle  there,  the 
remainder  having  been  either  killed,  woumled 
or  taken  prisoners;  thence  to  New  Orleans, 
where  the  prisoners  lost  at  Carrion  Crow 
were  exchanged,  and  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment; thence  campaigned  to  Fort  Gaines  at 
North  Mobile  Bay.  After  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Gaines  he  took  part  iu  the  Red  river 
campaign,  where  the  regiment  which  had 
been  recruited  sustained  a  great  loss.  After 
that  campaign  in  January,  1864,  he  shipped 
to  Matagorda  Bay,  but  removed  thence  to 
Bagdad  on  the  Rio  Grande  river,  thence  to 
New  Orleans  and  prepared  to  commence  the 
campaign  on  Mobile,  Alabama.  He  took 
part  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Morgan,  and  also 
the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Blakclj, 
and  thence  to  Mobile,  wliich  finished  his  war 
record.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Mobile, 
July  4,  1865.      All  four  of  his  brothers  were 


in  the  army.  ()ne,  William,  who  was  with 
him  in  the  same  regiment.  Company  H.  con- 
tracted the  intiammatory  idieumatism  in  the 
swamps  of  the  Yazoo  river  and  lived  until 
the  following  spring,  when  his  death  occurred 
at  the  St.  Louis  general  hospital.  John  A. 
was  in  the  Seventh  Regiment,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  first  l)attle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
afterward  served  in  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois. 
His  home  is  imw  in  Unity,  Trempealeau 
county.  Covil  served  in  the  Seventh  Wis- 
consin in  the  latter  part  of  the  war.  He  is 
now  a  rcsidt'nt  of  this  town.  St.  Clair  Jones' 
general  health  was  much  liroken  liy  exposure 
in  the  swamps,  but  he  ne\'er  entered  a  hos- 
pital until  about  seven  days  before  his  regi- 
ment was  mustered  out,  having  become 
nearly  blind,  and  although  opposed  even  then 
to  going  was  almost  compelled  to  do  so,  and 
was  in  the  general  hospital  at  Mobile  and 
transferred  then  to  New  Orleans,  wiiere  he 
lay  fifteen  days  and  was  then  sent  home. 
His  eyes  troubled  him  for  a  long  time,  and 
he  never  recovered  his  former  health. 

In  July,  1867,  Mr.  Jones  came  to  the 
town  of  Albion,  then  a  pai^t  of  the  town  of 
Sumner.  His  farm  is  on  Trout  creek  in  this 
tt)wn,  but  he  and  wife  live  at  their  ])leasant 
home  ;n  Eleva.  Tiiey  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  all  boys,  viz.:  Noiman  E.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Unity;  Almon  L.,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead;  William  S.,  Henry  Wes- 
ley and  Wallace  L.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member 
of  Wheeler  Post,  (4.  A.  \l.  In  polities  he  is 
a  Republican. 


[AVID  JEREMIAH  ODELL,  another 
c>f  the  pioneers  of  liulfalo  county, 
■^  located  there  in  October,  Isr)6,  being 
one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  that  cnniity, 
settling  in  what  is  the  town  of   Mudena.     Ho 
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■was  born  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  July  3, 
1832,  one  of  eight  children,  four  lioys  and 
four  girls.  "Wlien  he  was  eight  years  of  age, 
liis  parents  i-ernoved  to  what  is  now  Waukesha 
county,  then  a  part  of  jy.ilwaukee  county, 
and  here  Mr.  Odell,  Sr.,  erected  the  first 
house  in  Merton,  Waukesha  county,  and  re- 
moved thence  to  Columbia  county  where 
they  lived  for  several  years.  In  1856  they 
came  to  Buffalo  county,  but  soon  after  Mr. 
( Jdell,  Sr.,  returned  to  Columbia  county,  where 
he  died,  his  wife  having  previously  died  in 
the  town  of  Merton. 

Mr.  D.  J.  (_)dell  and  father  entered  640 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Modena,  where 
he  lived  and  improved  the  greater  part  of  it 
until  1867,  when  he  sold  out  in  Buffalo 
county  and  l)Ought  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
Albion,  Trempealeau  county.  He  lived  on 
this  farm  for  many  years  and  then  sold  it  to 
the  Whipple  Brothers  and  purchased  a  farm 
known  as  the  Leach  farm,  which  he  still  owns, 
lie  and  wife  now  live  in  the  village  of  Eleva, 
where  tliey  have  a  pleasant  home  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  home  farm.  Mr. 
Odell  and  a  brother,  Charles,  living  at  Keeds- 
burg,  formerly  of  Lodi,  are  all  that  are  now 
left  of  this  once  numerous  family. 

He  was  married  in  Columbia  county, 
to  Miss  Alice  Thomas,  daughter  of  James 
Thomas,  a  well-known  pioneer  of  Columbia 
county,  who  died  JNIarch  4,  1867.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  boys:  Otis  W.,  Charles 
E.,  McClellan,  and  Edwin.  Since  he  settled 
liere,  now  forty-three  years  ago.  Mr.  Odell 
ha.>-  seen  the  country  grow  from  a  state  of 
wilderness  to  its  present  advanced  condition. 
The  Indian,  the  elk,  and  the  deer  long  since 
disappeared,  were  then  numerous.  Now  all 
this  has  passed  away,  and  where  i-oamed  the 
Indian  and  wild  animals  are  found  fi-nitful 
fields  and   all  evidences  of  culti\-atioii.      Mr. 


Odell  is  a  prominent  politician  of  this  county, 
affiliating  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
and  wife  are  well  worthy  a  place  in  the  re- 
cord of  tlie  old  settlers  now  being  prepared. 


f^OSWELL  PHILIP  GODDARD,  the 
f  M^  pioneer  business  man  of  Eleva,  erected 
~^^  a  store  building  at  this  point  in  the 
spring  of  1877,  which  was  the  first  business 
house  erected.  Elliott  J.  Carpenter  came  at 
the  same  time  and  began  the  erection  of  a 
gristmill.  Soon  after  the  mill  (which  was 
but  a  small  affair)  was  started  he  sold  a  half 
interest  to  John  Redfield,  and  not  long  after 
Mr.  Crocker  became  sole  owner.  He  after- 
ward sold  to  Snoyenbos  &  Rusling,  who  now 
own  the  mill.  Mr.  Goddard  at  once  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  erecting  a  liuilding 
32  X  46,  keeping  a  general  line  of  merchan- 
dise, and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  the 
only  merchant  in  the  place.  Later  he  sold 
his  business,  rented  his  store  aud  engaged  in 
the  farming  implement  business,  which  he  is 
now  carrying  oti  successfully.  He  handles 
the  Piano  goods,  manufactured  at  Piano,  Illi- 
nois. His  stock,  which  is  very  extensive, 
includes  harvesters,  binders,  horse-rakes, 
mowers,  and  all  farm  imiilements  and  wagons 
and  Ijuggies. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  l)orn  in  Lower  Canada 
(now  the  Province  of  Quebec)  January  14, 
1836.  His  father,  William  (-ioddard.  was  a 
native  of  the  State  of  New  Yoi'k  and  re- 
moved to  Canada  in  early  life.  The  mother, 
Catherine  (Philips)  Goddard,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont.  When  Roswell  Goddard  was  thir- 
teen years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  Wal- 
worth countJ^  Wisconsin,  settling  at  West 
Troy,  where  they  remained  for  two  years; 
then  they  removed  to  Dane  county,  same 
State,  where  the  parents  died  and  are  buried. 
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He  was  one  of  ten  cliildren,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years  and  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  Marshall,  who  died  from  the 
effects  of  disease  contracteti  while  in  the 
army,  he  having  served  in  the  famous  Eighth 
Wisconsin  Eagle  Regiment.  Two  other 
brothers,  Abram  and  George,  were  also  in  the 
array,  in  Illinois  regiments.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  Buffalo  county  in  18G0 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
Modena.  His  health  failed  to  some  e.xtent 
and  he  rented  his  farm  and  engaged  in  selling 
machinery  for  aliout  eight  years  Ijefore  com- 
ing to  Eleva.  When  he  left  that  county  he 
sold  his  farm. 

He  was  married  at  West  Point,  Columbia 
county,  Wisconsin,  to  Rosina  Thomas,  a 
native  of  Canada,  daughter  of  James  Thomas, 
a  pioneer  of  that  county.  Six  children  have 
blessed  this  union,  two  boys  and  four  girls, 
viz.:  Roswell,  the  eldest  son,  who  was  born 
in  July,  1861;  Lila,  wife  of  L.  A.  Merritt, 
of  Naples,  Buffalo  county;  Luna,  wife  of 
William  Kiiapp  of  Mondovi;  Harry,  Myrtie 
and  Alice. 

Mr.  Goddard  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  this  town.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  in  former  times  a  Democrat,  but  being 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  evil  of 
intemperance  should  be  suppressed  by  law, 
and  believing  that  the  surest  method  to  sup- 
press this  evil  is  by  utterly  prohibiting  the 
sale  and  manufacture  of  intoxicants  he  has 
become  a  contirmed  Prohibitionist  in  his  sen- 
timents. It  may  be  truthfully  said  that  it  is 
owing  chiefly  to  his  influence  that  no  saloon 
is  found  in  Eleva.  As  an  illustration  of  his 
influence  in  the  cause  of  tetnperance  and 
morality  the  following  incident  might  be 
narrated:  Soon  after  the  town  was  started 
two  young  men  came  to  the  place  for  tlie 
purpose  of  erecting  a  saloon,  purchased  the 
lumber    for   the   building  and    were  about  to 


begin  its  construction.  Realizing  at  once  the 
importance  of  ])reventing  the  younii-  men 
from  carrying  out  their  plans,  .Mr.  (Joddard 
approached  theiii  in  a  kindly  way  and  rea- 
soned with  them  as  tii  the  evils  tiiat  would 
result  should  tliey  continue  in  their  deter- 
mination to  go  into  the  saloon  business,  and 
told  them  of  the  importance  of  starting  in 
the  right  way,  as  they  entered  upon  their 
career  in  life.  So  elfeetually  did  he  impress 
them  with  the  truth  of  his  arguments  that 
they  desisted  from  their  undertaking,  Mr. 
Goddard  saving  them  from  tinaneial  loss  by 
purchasing  their  lumber.  In  his  re'igious 
afHliations  Mr.  Goddard  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  1874, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  building  the 
church  at  Eleva,  and  has  tilled  the  positions 
of  superintendent  and  class-leader  of  his 
church  for  many  years.  He  established  a 
Sabbath-school  several  years  previous  to  the 
building  of  the  church,  and  furnished  a 
liuilding  for  church  and  Sabbath-school  pur- 
poses. Besides  his  mercantile  interests  Mr. 
Goddard  is  also  interested  in  agricultural 
matters,  owning  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres 
near  Eleva.  AVhile  residing  in  Buffalo  county 
Mr.  Goddard  served  his  townsliip  as  Treasurer 
for  five  years,  and  has  tilled  the  same  position 
in  the  township  of  Albion  for  several  years. 
Mr.  Goddard  and  E.  J.  Carpenter  owned  the 
land  on  which  the  original  town  of  Eleva  was 
platted,  and  he  had  made  an  addition  to  the 
original  plat  in  his  own  name. 

fOHN  SPRECHEK,  the  leading  business 
man  of  Independence,  Trempealeau 
county,  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm- 
ing implements,  lumiier,  grain,  hay, etc.  lie 
was  burn  Xovember  29,  ISoO,  in  Troy,  Sauk 
county,  Wisconsin,  ami   continued    to    reside 
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there  with  his  parents  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Trempealeau  county  and  engaged 
with  Krnindick  it  JVIuir,  in  the  sale  of  farm 
implements.  In  1876  he  came  to  Arcadia, 
and  continued  the  liusiness  of  his  former 
employers  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Krum- 
dick,  the  iirm  becoming  Muir  &  Sprecher. 
One  year,  later  he  bought  out  his  partner, 
and  since  then  has  conducted  the  l.uisiness 
alone.  Mr.  Sprecher  has  spent  his  whole 
life  thus  far  in  Wisconsin,  his  father  having 
been  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sauk  county, 
where  he  still  lives.  Mr.  Sprecher  possesses 
excellent  business  ability,  a  fact  which  his 
successful  career  has  established,  and  perhaps 
no  man  in  the  county  does  or  has  done  a 
larger  business  than  he  in  the  line  which 
he  follows.  His  successes  have  been  attained 
by  close  attention  to  business,  and  by  fair 
and  honorable  dealing  to  all.  He  began  life, 
in  a  business  way,  witli  but  8200.  His 
field  of  operations  now  are  not  confined  to 
the  narrow  limits  of  his  connty;  he  has  ex- 
tensive interests  in  Milwaukee  and  Chicago, 
being  interested  in  real  estate  in  both  those 
cities. 

Mrs.  Sjirecher  was  formerly  Miss  Caroline 
Scaffer,  of  Sauk  county.  They  have  three 
children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  viz.:  John 
Henry,  Waltttr  A.  and  Carrie  G.  They  also 
lost  two  children. 


tENKY  BECHMANN  was  born  in  Chris- 
pendorf.  Saxony,  August  29,  1834,  son 
of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Brendell)  Bech- 
mann.  The  elder  Mr.  Bechmanu  was  born  in 
1804,  son  of  Christoph,  and  was  a  mason  by 
trade.  His  wife  was  born  in  1806.  They 
had  a  family  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Caroline,  who  married  a  Mr.  Mueller;  Chris- 


tian; Henry,  the  subject  of  this  biography; 
Johanna,  now  Mrs.  Herb&t;  Theresa,  who 
married  Christ  Meinhardt;  Paulina,  who 
married  Christ  Scherf;  and  Carl — all  living 
except  the  two  oldest,  Caroline  and  Christian, 
who  died  in  the  years  1884  and  1885  respect- 
ively. The  father  died  at  the  old  home  in 
1880,  the  mother  having  passed  away  in 
1853. 

Henry  Bechmann  spent  his  early  life  at 
home,  and  attended  the  public  schools  until 
he  was  fourteen.  In  1857  he  bade  adieu  to 
his  native  land  and  set  sail  for  the  United 
States,  landing  in  Baltimore  and  from  thence 
coming  direct  to  Fountain  City,  where  he 
had  a  brother-in-law.  The  date  of  his  arrival 
in  this  city  was  August  18,  1857.  At 
that  time  the  town  comprised  about  200 
inhabitants.  The  first  year  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  after  that  learned  the  trade  of 
mason.  He  was  chiefly  engaged  in  building 
until  1873.  That  year  he  was  brought  before 
the  public  on  the  Reform  ticket,  and  was 
nominated  and  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds,  re- 
ceiving a  majority  of  300  votes.  In  1875  he 
was  re-elected  to  tlie  same  position  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  also  receiving  a  large 
majority  this  time,  and  was  again  elected 
in  1877.  In  this  position  he  served  six 
years,  performed  his  duties  faithfully  and 
gave  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He 
was  Town  Treasurer  in  1868-'69,  and  again  in 
1872-'73.  During  the  time  he  was  Reo-istrar  of 
Deeds  he  resided  at  Alma,  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  office  he  moved  back 
to  I'ountain  City.  He  then  purchased  the 
drug  business  of  G.  G.  Oppliger,  which  has 
since  been  conducted  under  the  name  of 
Bechmann  &  Son.  Since  his  return  to  Foun- 
tain City  he  has  held  various  positions  of 
local  211'oniinence  and  trust.  In  the  spring 
of  1891  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
receiving  a  large  majority  of    the  votes  cast.  ' 
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Mr.  Eeclunann  was  married,  February  18, 
1856,  in  the  old  country,  to  Wilhelinina, 
daufjhter  of  Michael  and  AVilhelmina  Fratz 
scher.  Following  is  the  issue  iroin  this 
union:  Charles  Richard,  who  is  in  business 
with  his  father;  Emma,  wife  of  Hermann 
Spuehr,  of  Chicago;  Otto  (1,  a  druggist  of 
Cherokee,  Iowa;  Anna  M..  and  J^aulina,  who 
died  February  26,  1892. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechnianii  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


^||LE  E.  LARSON  resides  in  the  town  of 
M™  I^'g^O"^'  ^"^  section  26,  township  23, 
^!^  ranp;e  7  west.  lie  is  a  son  of  Erick 
Larson,  born  in  the  year  1826,  and  Oline 
Larson,  born  in  the  year  1817,  and  who  in 
the  year  1859  emigrated  with  their  children 
from  the  parish  of  Ringsacker  in  the  county 
of  Hedemarken,  Norway,  to  America,  set- 
tling in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  La  CJrosse 
county,  Wisconsin,  whei-e  they  resided  six 
years,  removing  tlience  to  Trempealeau 
county,  settling  in  the  year  1SG5  on  the 
place  now  owned  and  occupied  by  their  son, 
Ole  E.  Larson,  with  whom  they  now  reside. 
No  improvement  had  been  made  upon  the 
place  at  that  time,  and  consequently  they  had 
to  go  through  the  iisual  liardship  of  pioneer 
life.  The  farm  contains  240  acres,  and  is 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Erick 
Larson  and  wife  have  but  two  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  is  Lars,  born  1852,  and  mar- 
ried in  1876  to  Miss  Ellen  Johnson.  They 
have  two  children:  Edwin  and  Emma.  They 
are  now  residing  in  the  town  of  Northfield, 
Jackson  county,  Wisconsin. 

Ole  E.  Larson  was  born  in  Norway,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1855,  and  was  in  his  fourth  year 
when  he  came  to  America;  all  of  his  mature 
years  have  been  spent  in  Trempealeau  county. 


Wisconsin,  and  he  received  his  e<lncatioii  in 
the  common  school.  lie  was  reareil  tu  the 
occupation  of  I'arniiMg,  to  which  he  has  since 
been  wholly  devcited,  except  three  winters, 
when  he  was  engagivl  as  clerk  in  the  mer- 
cantik;  house  of  IL  E.  (tetts  A:  Co.,  of 
Whitehall,  Wisconsin. 

]\Ir.  Larson  has  been  called  upon  i)y  his 
fellow  citizens  to  serve  in  various  otHcial 
positions,  being  elected  Sni)ervisor  of  the 
town  of  Figeoii  when  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  elected  T  'Wn  Clerk  when  twenty- 
two,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  eleven  years; 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  town,  and  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  as  such;  he  has  also  served  as 
Secretary  of  the  Pigeon  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance company  ever  since  its  organization  in 
the  year  1882.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Larson  is  a  Republican.  He  was  mar- 
ried May,  28,  1887,  to  Miss  Maria  Skorstad, 
a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Elene  Skorstad, 
both  born  in  Norway,  in  1819  and  1821  re- 
spectively, and  who  in  the  year  1868  emi- 
grated with  their  six  children  from  the  parish 
of  Vardahl,  in  the  county  of  Christian ia, 
Norway,  to  this  connt\',  and  in  1869  com- 
menced pioneer  life  in  Trempealeau  county, 
on  section  27,  township  23,  range  7  west. 
Mr.  Skorstad  died  September  2,  1S86,  leav- 
ing liis  family  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
Mrs.  Skorstail  is  still  living  on  the  homestead 
with  three  of  their  chiMren, — Andrew,  Peter 
and  Carrie, — wliile  their  oldest  daughter,  now 
Mi-s.  Olive  Rye,  lives  at  West  Superior.  Wis- 
consin; and  Anton,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  family  holds  a  position  as  salesman  with 
a  mercantile  firm  at  Osseo,  Wisconsin. 

Mrs.  Larson  was  born  in  Norway.  .Vugiist 
7,  1863,  and  came  to  this  country  with  her 
parents  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Mr.  Larson  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  his  town.     He  is  a  rrentleman  of  good 
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attainments,  and  the  various  official  positions 
to  which  he  has  l)een  called,  and  the  ability 
with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  per- 
taining thereto,  is  evidence  of  the  esteem  and 
contidenee  in  whicli  he  is  held  hy  his  fellow 
citizens. 
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fOHN  A.  STELLPFLUG,  who  resides  on 
section  29,  Gale  township,  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Trempealeau  county.  His  father,  John 
Stellpflng,  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1797,  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and 
shepherd,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  agricultural 
regions  of  that  country;  he  also  served  his 
time  iu  the  Prussian  army.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Mary  Rokus, 
who  died  in  Germany,  leaving  three  sons,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Herman,  came  to  America 
in  1845,  the  first  of  the  family  who  came  to 
the  United  States.  Louis,  the  second  son, 
came  to  this  country  with  the  father.  He 
was  married  in  Louisiana,  after  which  lie 
lived  a  number  of  years  and  died  leaving  a 
family,  who  removed  after  the  father's  death 
to  Louisiana.  The  third  of  three  sons,  Chris- 
tian, learned  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker  in 
Gei'uiany,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
father.  He  also  died  in  this  county,  leaving 
a  family;  his  widow  is  now  also  deceased. 
The  father  remarried  in  Germany,  his  second 
wife  Ijeing  Elizabeth  Lnoir,  to  whom  three 
sons  were  born  before  the  family  left  Ger- 
many, .[(.ihn  A.  was  the  eldest;  Francis,  now 
a  merchant  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse;  Clem- 
ents, a  resident  of  Gale  township,  was  born 
on  the  ocean  in  the   passage  to  America. 

In  1845  Mr.  Stellpflug,  Sr.,  emigrated  to 
America  with  his  family,  their  objective  point 
being  Milwaukee,  \V''isconsin,  which  they 
reached  in  due  time.     There  they  continued 


to  reside  until  1S54,  when,  having  sold  the 
farm  in  Washington  county,  the  family  started 
Westward  with  the  intention  of  settling  in 
Minnesota.  They  traveled  with  o.x  teams 
and  wagons,  and  on  arriving  in  La  Crosse  the 
father  left  his  family  while  lie  started  out  for 
a  trip  through  Southern  Minnesota  to  look 
for  a  desirable  place  of  settlement.  But 
learning  that  the  Indians  were  somewhat 
troublesome,  he  was  not  willing  to  risk  his 
family  in  that  section  of  country,  and  conse- 
quently decided  to  locate  iu  Trempealeau 
county,  and  settled  on  the  place  where  his  son, 
John  now  lives.  Here  he  and  his  boys 
erected  a  log  cabin,  which  still  stands  on  the 
place,  and  began  at  once  to  break  the  land 
and  prepare  for  a  crop.  They  sowed  some 
winter  wheat  tlie  first  fall,  but  this  did  not 
produce  a  large  crop,  as  they  sowed  too  late, 
having  not  yet  learned  the  character  of  the 
soil.  The  father  first  secured  eighty  acres  of 
land,  on  which  the  old  homestead  now  stands, 
and  also  obtained  forty  acres  of  timber.  He 
and  his  sons  improved  the  place  and  made  a 
pleasant  home,  and  here  the  father  died,  Au- 
gust 10,  1863,  and  lies  buried  on  a  beautiful 
rise  of  land  near  the  old  home.  Besides  the 
children  already  mentioned  as  born  in  Ger- 
Germany,  and  Clements,  who  was  born  on  the 
way  to  America,  was  a  little  brother  also 
named  John,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  and  died  at  the  new  home  in  Gale 
township,  in  August,  1854,  in  his  fourth  year, 
and  lies  buried  by  the  side  of  his  father.  Mr. 
Stellpflug  was  a  man  of  large  experience  and 
great  energy  of  character,  but  on  coming  to  a 
new  country  when  well  advanced  in  life,  he 
did  not  become  acclimated  so  readily  as  a 
younger  man  would  have  done,  and  the  e.\- 
posure  incident  to  a  pioneer  life  was  very 
severe  on  him,  dying,  as  has  been  before 
stated,  in  1863.  The  young  son  and  brother, 
who  died  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  family 
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in  tliis  county,  was  a  victim  to   the  exposure 
and  excitement  to  the  new  life. 

John  A.  Stellpfliig,  who  owns  and  occupies 
the  iiomestead  farm,  was  born  in  Germany, 
September  28,  1838,  having  been  about  six- 
teen years  of  age  wlieii  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Trempealeau  county.  lie  helped 
clear  up  the  homestead  farm  which  the  father 
bought  in  the  name  of  the  son,  so  that  in 
reality  he  has  always  owned  the  place.  In 
the  early  days  he  worked  out  and  earned 
money  for  the  benetit  of  the  family.  He 
was  married  to  Sarah  Shonat,  who  was  born 
in  Walworth  county,  New  York,  a  daughter 
of  George  Shonat,  now  deceased.  She  came 
to  this  county  with  her  parents  in  1855. 
They  have  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters:  Frederick  J.,  Francis  G.,  Joseph 
C,  Julia  A.,  Abigail  E.,  Ellen  S.,  Katherine 
A.,  Mary  E.,  Florence  0.  and  Laura  A.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Stellptlug  lives  with  her  son 
at  the  old  homestead.  She  still  continues  in 
good  health  for  one  of  her  advanced  years 
Our  subject  came  to  this  county  many  years 
ago,  when  just  verging  into  manhood,  and 
has  lived  to  witness  the  growth  and  progress 
which  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years  has  made. 
lie  is  esteemed  as  a  good  neighbor,  and  as  an 
honorable  and   progressive  citizen. 


fLMER  L.  IMMELL,  the  present  Post- 
master at  Blair,  received  his  appoint- 
ment April  23,  1889,  his  commission 
dating  from  May  20  of  that  year.  He  was 
born  in  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin,  May  10, 
1863,  a  son  of  F.  M.  Immell,  a  pi(meer  of 
Western  Wisconsin,  having  been  a  resident 
of  Jackson  county  as  early  as  1852.  He  was 
born  in  lioss  county,  Ohio,  in  1831,  a  son  of 
Jacob  Immell.  Tiie  former  came  to  T,a  Crosse 
county  as  early  as  1852,  and    was  for   many 


years  employed  on  Ulack  river,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  I'lair.  The  mother  of  oui'  siibjcct 
was  Ann  Storley. 

pjlmer  L.,  our  subject,  has  passed  the  most 
of  his  life  in  Trempealeau  county,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  IJlair.  He 
is  an  engineer  by  traile,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  engaged  Iti  operating  steam  thresh- 
ers, and  since  1881  has  been  proprietor  of  the 
lousiness.  He  is  still  engaged  extensively  in 
that  occupation,  owning  and  operating  two 
engines  and  threshers,  and  does  a  large  part 
of  the  work  in  this  portion  of  the  count}'. 

Mr.  Immell  was  married  to  Miss  Rose 
McKivergan,  a  daughter  of  James  McKiver- 
gan.  He  and  his  wife  have  two  sons, — Hugh 
E.  and  Russell  Harrison.  Mr.  Immell  is  a 
representative  of  a  well-known  pioneer  family 
of  Western  Wisconsin.  In  his  business  re- 
lations he  is  esteemed  as  an  honorable  and 
upright  citizen,  and  in  his  official  capacity  he 
is  both  efficient  and  popular,  and  in  all  re- 
spects has  the  confidence  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives. 

|m|lTGUST  F.  IIENSEL,  a  general  mer- 
)i^l  '^''''^"*'  of  Arcadia,  was  born  in  Prussia, 
^5-  October  17,  183-4,  a  son  of  John  Fred- 
erick Ilensel.  In  the  spring  of  1839  the 
family,  consisting  of  parents  and  live  chil- 
dren, left  their  German  home  for  America, 
sailing  from  the  city  of  Hamburg  on  the 
vessel  Alfred,  and  were  three  months  making 
the  passao-e  to  New  York.  A  child  was  born 
to  the  parents  on  ship  lioard,  which  in  honor 
of  the  event  was  called  by  the  name  of  the 
vessel,  John  Alfred.  After  landing  in  the 
port  of  New  York  the  family  proceeded  to 
Buffalo,  where  they  resided  two  years,  the 
father  in  the  meantime  engaging  in  work  on 
the   Erie  Canal.      In   184:1   they   removed    to 
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Milwaukee,  wliich  was  then  but  a  liaiiilet, 
and  altlioiigli  but  a  lad  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  remembers  the  names  of  all  the  resi- 
dents of  that  place.  There  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  Charles  Albert,  was  born  in  1847, 
and  later  the  i'amily  settled  on  land  in  Gran- 
ville township,  which,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  sons,  the  father  improved.  He  finally  re- 
turned to  Milwaukee,  where  he  passed  the 
last  twenty-live  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
well-known  citizen  of  that  town  in  the  early 
days,  and  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
house-moving,  being  the  second  to  engage  in 
that  business  in  Milwaukee.  He  died  in  that 
city  May  29,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  May  2, 
1801,  died  in  February,  1881.  Of  their  seven 
children,  all  are  living  but  the  eldest,  Caro- 
line, who  married  and  had  quite  a  numerous 
family,  and  died  in  Oshkosh  many  years  ago. 
Edward,  the  eldest  son,  is  a  resident  of  Buf- 
falo county;  Julius  is  a  resident  of  Arcadia; 
tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  next  in  order 
of  l.)irth;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Scott,  of  Milwaukee;  John  Alfred  also  re- 
sides in  Milwaukee;  and  Charles  A.,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  resides  in  Jamestown, 
North  Dakota. 

August  F.,  our  subject,  remained  in  Mil- 
waukee until  May  5,  185-4,  and  in  his  youth 
was  engaged  in  clerking  in  that  city.  He 
went  to  Madison,  and  continued  a  resident  of 
Dane  conuty  until  he  came  to  this  part  of  the 
State.  While  on  a  visit  to  his  parents  in 
Milwaukee  he  heard  reports  of  Buffalo  county 
as  a  desirable  part  of  the  State  in  wliich  to 
locate,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  father  he  re- 
solved to  look  for  a  location  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  The  latter  gave  him  §300  with 
which  to  purchase  land,  on  condition  that  he 
expended  it  in  Buffalo  county.  Mr.  Hensel 
accordingly  set  out  for  his  destination,  accom- 
panied by  his  next  oldest  brother.   There  were 


then  no  railroads  or  other  public  conveyances 
by  means  of  which  they  could  reach  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  and  they  accord- 
ingly went  to  Chicago,  thence  to  Dunleith, 
now  East  Dubuque,  by  train,  then  up  the 
river  by  steamboat  to  La  Crosse,  where  they 
secured  the  services  of  a  surveyor  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  is  now  Glencoe  township, 
Buffalo  county,  where  they  made  locations. 
Soon  afterward  Mr.  Hensel  improved  an  op- 
portunity to  purchase  a  pair  of  Canadian 
ponies  and  a  wagon  of  a  Canadian,  and  with 
these  he  returned  to  Dane  county,  where  he 
sold  his  team,  went  thence  to  Milwaukee, 
and  returned  to  Buffalo  the  same  fall  with  an 
ox  team  and  wagon.  He  was  accompanied 
on  his  return  liy  his  brother  John,  Thomas 
A.  Simpson,  William  Johnson  and  two  broth- 
ers named  Piper,  though  the  latter  only  ac- 
companied them  as  far  as  Sparta.  The  four 
companions  who  came  on  to  Buftalo  county 
were  all  single  men,  and  all  except  John 
made  locations,  Mr.  Simpson,  however, 
locating  in  Trempealeau  county,  and  John- 
son soon  sold  his  claim  in  Trempealeau 
county  and  went  elsewhere.  These  gentle- 
men were  among  the  first  settlers  of  this 
portion  of  Wisconsin,  and  endured  all  the 
privatirms  incident  to  a  jiioneer  life.  The 
winter  of  185G-'57  is  still  remembered  by 
the  pioneers  as  one  of  remarkable  severity, 
and  to  add  to  their  sufferings  the  stock  of 
provisions  of  the  settlers  became  entirely  ex- 
hausted, and  the  question  as  to  how  they 
were  to  subsist  became  a  serious  one.  Mr. 
Hensel  finally  decided  to  make  an  effort  to 
reach  Fountain  City  and  secure  a  supply  of 
provisions,  and  he  accordingly  started  out  for 
that  place  with  a  sleigh  and  three  yoke  of 
oxen.  He  was  accompanied  by  Henry  Wer- 
tenberg  and  James  Faulds,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  break  the  crust  of  the  snow  all 
the  way,  the  distance    being   sixteen    miles. 
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Startincr  on  Monday  morning,  they  were  three 
days  in  reacliing  that  city,  and  arrived  home 
on  Saturday  night,  after  an  absence  of  six 
days.  To  show  the  ditiiculty  under  which 
they  labored  it  may  be  stated  that  Mr.  Ileii- 
sel  wore  three  pairs  of  pants  on  this  journey, 
all  of  which  were  worn  and  cut  through  at 
the  knees  before  reacliing  tiieir  destination, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  borrow  a 
pair  at  Fountain  City  before  returning  home. 
The  cattle  had  often  to  crawl  on  their  knees; 
and  after  all  his  labor  and  sufferings  Mr. 
llensel  secured  for  himself  but  one  barrel  of 
flour,  which  cost  him  §16  in  money  and  a 
week's  work  with  three  yoke  of  cattle.  He 
nearly  perished  on  this  trip,  and  succeeded 
in  escaping  with  his  life  only  by  his  great 
will  and  powers  of  endurance.  In  1862  he 
sold  out  in  Buffalo  county,  and  in  1863  re- 
moved to  Arcadia  township,  Trempealeau 
county,  and  settled  on  land  he  had  purchased 
some  time  previously.  There  he  lived  with 
his  family  from  1863  to  1874,  or  until  the 
village  of  Arcadia  was  started.  lie  then  re- 
moved to  that  place  and  erected  his  present 
store  building,  which  was  the  finest  on  the 
west  side  of  the  track.  In  1876  he  engaged 
in  merchandising,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  Hensel  was  married  in  August,  1860, 
to  Miss  Amelia  Hensel,  also  a  native  of 
Prussia,  and  daughter  of  Ludwig  Hensel. 
Tiiey  have  seven  children,  viz.:  Ida,  Alvah, 
Ayris,  Eunice,  Jesse,  Ivan  and  Myrtle.  They 
lost  iix  children, — Emma,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years;  Dexter,  in  his  fifth 
year,  and  the  remainder  died  in  early  infancy. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hensel  is  a 
Republican,  his  father  having  been  a  Whig 
in  the  early  times,  and  later  a  Republican. 
Mr.  Hensel  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  and  has  voted  foi- 
every    Republican    candidate    for     President 


since  the  organization  of  that  party.  We 
have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  biograpliy  of 
August  F.  Hensel,  who  has  boeti  a  resident 
of  Ihiftalo  and  Trempealeau  counties  for  the 
long  period  of  tiiirty-tive  years,  and  ha^  wit- 
nessed the  country  grow  from  a  state  of  wil- 
derness to  its  present  condition  of  wealth 
and  importance.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  well-known  and  esteemed  citizens  of 
Trempealeau  C(.iu n ty . 


fOHX  CLARKE,  of  Fountain  city,  Wis- 
consin, one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Buf- 
falo county,  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  October  20,  1824.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Susanna  Clarke,  the  former 
a  son  of  William  Clarke,  and  was  born  at 
Ripon,  in  1802,  and  the  latter  born  at  Rip- 
ponden.  near  Halifax,  Yorkshire,  in  1804. 
They  had  two  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  a  daughter,  who  married  James 
Cotton,  of  England.  He  is  deceased  and  she 
is  now  a  resident  of  Aurora,  Missouri. 

John  Clarke  received  his  education  in  a 
private  school,  aiul  subsequently  learned  his 
father's  trade,  that  of  niill-wright,  working 
some  at  Manchester  and  a  portion  of  the  time 
at  London.  He  was  quite  young  when  his 
mother  died,  her  death  having  occurred  in 
January,  1829. 

In  1850  his  father  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  located  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
lie  was  active!}'  employed  in  his  business  and 
took  a  number  of  contracts  for  putting  \\\) 
mills  in  that  State.  About  a  year  after  he 
came  here,  he  decided  to  return  to  England 
for  his  family,  and  have  his  son,  John,  engage 
with  him  in  business.  On  his  way  to  New 
York  he  stopped  at  Clcvrland,  and  while  at 
the  hotel  there  was  roMicd  of  .-dl  \\\>  riioiiey. 
Not  lontj  afterward  he  was    found  uiie  morn- 
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ing  dead  in  his  room,  and  it  was  reported  that 
he  died  of  apoplexy.  There  was  a  suspicion, 
however,  that  he  had  been  foully  dealt  with, 
as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel  soon 
left  for  California.  About  three  months 
after  his  father's  death  John  arrived  in  that 
city,  hut  nothing  satisfactory  regarding  the 
untimely  death  of  his  parent  could  be  ascer- 
tained. 

From  Cleveland  Mr.  Clarke  went  to  Kus- 
siaville,  Indiana,  and  completed  the  contracts 
his  father  had  taken.  He  then  went  to  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  to  erect  a  linseed-oil  fac- 
tory, and  remained  at  that  place  two  years. 
Dr.  Bisiiop,  a  memlier  of  the  tirm  who  put 
np  the  factory,  was  building  a  sawmill  at 
Fountain  City  and  engaged  Mr.  Clarke  to 
come  here  and  set  up  tlie  machinery  in  it. 
The  latter,  being  so  well  pleased  with  this 
place,  decided  to  locate  permanenth'  here. 
This  was  in  the  spring  of  1855.  His  next 
construction  was  a  flour  mill  which  he  built 
in  connection  wit)\  John  Buehler,  now  of 
Alma.  This  mill  was  completed  in  1858,  and 
was  the  first  one  erected  in  the  county.  It 
stood  about  a  half  mile  south  of  the  site  of 
the  present  mill.  Aftj-r  operating  it  about 
two  years,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
engineering  on  the  boats  and  M'orking  at 
machinery  in  the  lumber  country.  In  1866 
he  erected  ins  machine  shop  and  plow  factory 
at  Fountain  City,  which  he  conducted  up  to 
January,  1892,  when  he  sold  tjie  manufactur- 
ing business  While  he  was  running  the  mill 
he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Buehler,  also  carried 
on  a  general  store.  Soon  after  coming  here 
he  began  looking  around  for  a  home  place, 
found  a  location  that  eminently  pleased  him, 
made  claim  on  it  and  at  once  began  improve- 
ments. Leaving  tlie  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
and  going  up  a  little  canon,  now  known  as 
Cedar  valley,  (me  finds  the  attractive  home 
and  beautiful  surmundini^s  where  Mr.  (Marke 


has  passed  so  many  years.  As  a  business 
man  he  has  been  successful;  owns  an  interest 
in  the  Fountain  City  Brewing  Company,  and 
has  other  property. 

He  was  married,  in  Manchester.  England, 
June  17,  1847,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Alice  (Hindle)  Waring,  of  Black- 
burne,  England.  Following  is  the  issue  from 
their  union:  Mary  A.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Marion,  who  married  Charles  Hensel,  now  in 
Dakota;  Fannie,  wife  of  Martin  Feuerhak; 
Lillian  J.,  a  young  lady  of  acknowledged 
ability  as  an  artist;  Coralla  St.  V.;  Grace 
Darling,  who  married  John  J.  I'rye;  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
John  S.  died  when  four  years  old,  and  Sam- 
uel H.  when  only  two. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clarke  was  formerly  a 
Republican,  but  now  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  made  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  1857,  about  the  first  justice  in 
the  county,  and  held  the  oflice  six  years.  He 
was  appointed  District  Attorney  for  Governor 
Bashford  in  1855,  which  position  he  occupied 
one  term;  was  under-Sherilf  for  one  term 
some  years  ago;  also  Trustee  of  the  village 
one  term.  He  has  held  all  the  positions  on 
the  school  board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  ai-e  still 
consistent  members  of  the  same.  In  1869 
they  made  a  visit  of  three  months'  duration 
to  their  old  home  in  England,  and  while  they 
enjoyed  their  sojourn  there,  were  glad  to 
return  to  their  adopted  country. 

It  should  be  further  stated  ii\  connection 
with  the  family  history  of  Mr.  Clarke,  that 
his  father  was  married  to  a  second  wife,  Mary 
Barlow,  in  1830,  near  Manchester,  England, 
and  by  her  had  four  children:  William, 
Samuel,  Robert  and  George  Henry,  all  born 
in  England.  Samuel  and  George  Henry 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1853  with  their 
mothei',  and    located   at    Fond   liu    Lac,  where 


l  -o/iyZ-t/f-^  en^ 


niOGRAPIIICAL    UISTOUY. 


CCl 


tlie  mother  died  shortly  after  her  arrival. 
Samuel  is  living  at  Arkansas  City,  Kansas, 
and  is  engineer  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad 
Company.  George  Henry  lives  at  Fairview, 
Kansas;  is  a  member  of  tlie  Baptist  Church; 
married  Jane  Crawford,  and  has  six  children. 


fLE  O.  PETERSOiNf,  of  Arcadia,  is  one 
of  the  well-known  citizens  of  Ti'em- 
peauleau  county,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  resident  since  August,  18(38.  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  July  17, 1840,  a  son  of  Ole  Peter- 
son. The  parents  never  came  to  America, 
and  still  reside  in  Sweden.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  his  only  brother  resiiles 
in  Burnside  township,  Trempealeau  county. 
A  si.ster  also  resides  in  Burnside  township, 
and  the  others  are  still  in  Europe. 

C)le  O.  was  reared  in  his  native  country  to 
the  occupation  of  farming,  and  after  attaining 
a  proper  age  he  entered  the  army,  where  ho 
continued  about  two  years.  This  was  not, 
however,  while  his  country  was  at  war,  but 
he  entered  the  military  service  as  other  young 
men  of  his  country  do  to  receive  a  discipline 
which  will  fit  them  for  a  possible  war.  Mr. 
Peterson  had  for  some  time  contemplated 
coming  to  America,  and  finally  crossed  the 
ocean  to  the  United  States  on  the  City  of 
Paris.  His  object  in  coming  to  America  was 
that  he  might  improve  the  superior  oppor- 
tunities for  advancement  in  life  over  those  of 
the  older  countries  of  Europe.  He  arrived 
in  La  Crosse  May  24,  1868,  and  Ins 
financial  resources  being  about  exhausted  he 
began  work  on  the  construction  of  the 
Southern  Minnesota  railroad,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  a  few  months.  He  next  went  to 
Iowa  and  worked  during  the  harvest  season, 
an<l    in    the    fall   of   the   same  year  came    to 


Trempealeau  county.  Mr.  Peterson  jiassed 
the  winters  of  the  two  following  seasons  in 
the  pineries  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  summers 
were  spent  at  work  in  Onalaska.  Next  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Arcadia  township, 
which  occupation  he  continued  until  1874, 
and  in  that  year  he  began  merchandising  in 
what  is  known  as  the  old  town  of  Arcadia, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Peterson  &  Tliomp- 
toii.  In  1876  Mr.  Peterson  bought  his 
jiartner's  interest  and  continued  alone  until 
the  latter  part  of  1877,  when  he  sold  out  to 
his  former  partner  and  retired  from  active 
business.  In  1883  he  re-engaged  in  lousiness 
at  the  same  place,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Peterson  &  Bear,  and  in  1884  Mr.  Peterson 
retired  from  this  firm  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  \V.  P.  Massuere,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Peterson,  Massuere  &  Co.  In  1887 
he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  practically  retired,  though  he  has 
dealt  somewhat  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  Peterson  is  a  representative  citizen  of 
Trempealeau  county.  He  came  to  America 
in  1868,  a  poor  young  man  and  totally  un- 
acquainted with  the  language  and  customs  of 
his  adopted  country,  but  l)y  industry  and 
perseverance  he  has  overcome  all  obstacles 
and  has  been  successful  in  many  ways.  He 
has  accumulated  a  fine  property,  owning 
about  1,000  acres  of  land  in  Trempealeau 
county,  and  has  also  owned  valuable  land  in 
Minneapolis.  Mr.  Peterson  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  official  positions, 
including  that  of  Supervisor  and  Town  Treas- 
urer, holding  the  last  mentioned  positidu 
from  1876  to  1878,  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  tlie  village  of 
Arcadia,  lie  began  his  political  career  as  a 
Republican,  voting  for  Grant,  Garfield  and 
Hayes,  but  has  more  recently  aifiliated  with 
the  Democratic  ])arty.  In  1872  Mr.  I'eter- 
son  was  attacked  with    tlu'  disease   known   as 
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asthma,  wliicli  was  the  cause  of  his  discon- 
tinuing the  occupation  of  farming  and  en- 
gaginij  in  merchandising.  He  is  stiil  at 
times  afflicted  with  the  disease,  though  not 
so  severely  as  formerly. 

He   was  married   Novemher   13,   1S70,  to 
Mrs.  Martha  Larsen,  widow  of  Peter  Larsen. 

I^ENRY  M.  CROMBIE,  who  resides  on 
iw|  section  26,  Gale  township,  was  born  in 
^((g  Oswego  county,  New  York,  November 
16,  1833,  a  son  of  William  Crombie,  who 
was  born  February  9,  1804.  May  4,  1830, 
he  married  Katherine  Hasbrouck,  who  was 
born  December  25.  1810.  The  paternal 
grandfatherof  our  subject, also  named  William 
Crombie,  was  born  December  16,  1766.  The 
early  records  of  the  Crombie  family  in  Amer- 
ica state  that  John  Cromlue,  who  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  Henry  M.,  emigrated 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  to  Londonderry 
ali(.iut  1720,  and  thence  witli  his  family  to 
America.  The  parents  of  our  subject  re- 
sided in  Oswego  county  for  many  years,  and 
afterward  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  the  Milwaukee  woods 
about  eight  miles  from  that  city,  thence  to 
Delatield,  Waukesha  county,  later  to  Mil- 
waukee, four  years  later  to  La  Crosse,  and 
thence  to  the  vicinity  of  lilack  River  Falls, 
whei-e  the  parents  lived  until  death,  the  father 
dying  in  Waukesha,  where  he  had  gone  for 
medical  ti-eatnient,  December  17,  1868,  and 
the  mother  December  26,  1876.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years:  Henry  M.,  the  eldest; 
Eliza  Marvin,  who  became  the  wifeof  Ephraim 
Darwin,  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  is  now 
deceased;  William  Wallace,  a  resident  of 
Jackson  county. 

Henry  M.,  our  sui)ject,  assisted  his  father, 


who  was  a  hotelkeeper,  and  after  attaining 
to  manhood  he  engaged  in  lumbering,  and 
for  many  years  was  head  sawyer  at  the  mills 
in  the  vicinity  of  Black  River  Falls  and  La 
Crosse.  He  now  owns  a  fine  farm  and  pleas- 
ant home,  on  which  he  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements. He  was  married  December  4, 
1801,  to  Miss  Harriet  W.  Clark,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  died  at  Black  River  Falls  March 
9,  1869.  May  27,  1873,  Mr.  Crombie  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  E.  Davis,  a  daugh- 
ter of  S.  P.  Davis,  a  pioneer  of  Jackson 
county.  Mrs.  Crombie  was  born  near  Roch- 
ester, Monroe  county,  New  York,  in  1849, 
and  came  West  witb  her  parents  when  nine 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Crombie  had  two  daugh- 
ters by  his  first  marriage:  Rhoda  C,  wife  of 
William  Baker,  of  La  Crosse;  and  Stella  H., 
wife  of  Edwin  Houk,  of  Melrose.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  the  present  union, 
four  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Harrison  A., 
Walter  L,  Letitia  V.  and  Austin  P.  They 
lost  their  first  child,  Alta  Eliza,  at  the  age  of 
tvvo  years.  Mr.  Crombie  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Trempealeau  county,  where  he  has 
lived  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  has 
been  Postmaster  at  Glasgow,  and  also  of  this 
place  since  1873.  He  always  takes  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  promoting  the  moral 
religious  and  material  growth  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  Wis- 
consin. 

fLBERT  N.  GOODHUE,  who  owns  and 
conducts  the  Trempealeau  Herald,  pur- 
chased the  paper  in  1889  of  C.  V. 
Stewart,  who  succeeded  F.  A.  Rrown  as  owner 
and  proprietor;  and  still  earlier  the  paper 
was  owned  and   conducted   by  Frank   Kribs. 
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The   Z/era^/ is  a  weekly  journal,  Republican 
in  politics,  and  lias  a  circulation  of  500. 

Elbert  Goodhue  is  a  native  of  Trempealeau, 
torn  November  23,  1860,  a  son  of  Francis 
A.  Goodhue,  who  was  an  early  settler  of 
this  city,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  a  millwright  and  carpen- 
ter by  trade,  and  came  to  Trempealeau  in 
1856.  Elbert  N.  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  afterward  studied  law  fur  al)0ut 
two  years,  but  on  account  of  poor  health  he 
relinquislied  the  study  of  law  and  learned  the 
business  of  telegraphy.  He  was  engaged  as 
operator  for  the  Chicago  ik  Northwestern 
Railroad  Cotnpany,  tlie  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  and  also  the 
Chicago,  Minneapolis,  St.  I^anl  &  Omaha 
road.  He  next  pursued  the  study  of  stenog- 
raphy, intending  to  follow  the  business  of 
court  reporter,  and  with  that  end  in  view 
was  for  some  time  in  the  office  of  Cameron  & 
Losey,  of  La  Crosse.  l>ut  delicate  health  re- 
quired more  active  exercise,  and  for  a  time  he 
was  amanuensis  for  the  Minneapolis  Elevator 
Company,  for  the  Mazepa  Mill  Company, 
and  later  was  assistant  to  the  secretary  of 
the  general  manager  of  the  Northern  Paciflc 
railroad,  being  located  at  St.  Paul.  But,  de- 
ciding to  engage  in  the  newspaper  business, 
he  purchased  the  Herald,  of  which  he 
assumed  charge  in  1889.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  education  and  energy,  and  under  his  ad- 
ministration the  Herald  has  made  commend- 
able progress. 


I^TARK  AXD  HIRAM  BUTMAN  are 
"^^  among  the  well-known  pioneers  of 
^^  La  Crosse  and  Trempealeau  counties, 
tlie  former  residing  on  section  36,  and  the 
latter  on  section  27,  Gale  township.  The 
brothers  are  descended  from  an   early   family 


in  Colonial  times  aiuj  are  the  sons  of  Alexan- 
der P.  Butman,  a  native  of  New  York  and  of 
English  ancesti-y.  Their  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Butman,  an  early  settler  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  lived  until 
death,  after  which  the  grandmother  removed 
with  her  family  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Huron,  in  the  Huron 
river  valley.  The  family  consisted  of  tliree 
brothers  and  two  sisters:  John,  Benjamin, 
Alexander,  Hannah  and  Nancy,  all  of  whom 
have  now  passed  away.  Alexander,  the  lat- 
est survivor  of  the  family,  died  November 
5  1888.  The  mother  of  the  subjects  .of 
this  sketch  was  Reliecca  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  Enoch  Smith  and  wife,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  Florence,  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  until  death.  Alexamler 
Butman  was  three  times  married,  and  l)y  the 
.first  marriage  there  were  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  the  latter  of  whom  died  early  in 
life.  Of  the  three  sons  Stark  is  the  eldest, 
Hiram  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  and  Asa, 
the  youngest,  resided  for  some  time  in  La 
Crosse  county  in  an  early  day.  He  served  in 
the  Union  army  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
after  which  he  settled  in  Rock  Island  county, 
Illinois.  He  was  married  in  iluscatine, 
Iowa,  and  now  resides  in  the  State  cf 
Nebraska,  engaged  in  farming.  There  were 
other  children  in  the  family  by  later  mar- 
riages, Alexander  Butman  having  been  the 
father  of  eight  who  grew  to  mature  years. 

Stark  i'utman  was  liorn  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  in  1832,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  he 
came  with  liis  father  to  La  Crosse  county 
and  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
county,  but  returned  the  same  autunm  to 
Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1853  he  returned  to 
this  State,  accompanied  by  Iliraiu,  .■in<l  set- 
tled on  the  land  that  he  and  his  father  had 
located  the  jirevious  year,  and  began  at  once 
to     make    improvements.      .lune      18,    1^55, 
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Stark  Bntinan  was  united  in  marriage,  by 
Elder  Siierwin,  of  La  Crosse,  to  Mary  Jane 
Lvun,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Harrfet  Lynn,  natives  of  New 
York,  but  early  settlers  of  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  death.  Mrs. 
Butinan  went  to  tlie  city  of  La  Crosse  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  where  she  remained  until  her 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butman  continued 
to  reside  on  their  farm  in  La  Crosse  county 
nntil  1859,  when  they  settled  where  they 
now  live,  he  having  purchased  the  place  in 
1856.  He  has  a  line  farm  of  200  acres,  and 
stiil  owns  a  small  part  of  the  place  in  La 
Crosse  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butman  have 
eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
viz.:  Eugene  S.,  who  was  married  to  Lizzie 
Stellpflug  and  lives  in  Pipestone  county, 
Minnesota;  Emma,  the  wife  of  David  G. 
Lonie.  also  resides  in  Pipestone  county,  near 
the  city  of  that  name;  Eva  L,  the  wife  of 
Allie  Bartlett,  resides  in  Kingsburg  county 
South  Dakota;  Erie  H.,  at  home;  Nancy  M., 
the  wife  of  Clinton  Lovell,  also  in  Kingsburg 
county;  Nettie  L.,  the  wife  of  William  E. 
McKown,  of  Pipestone  county,  Miiniesota; 
Ernest  H.  and  Frank  Milton.  They  lost  an 
infant  daugliter.  Mr.  Butman  has  been 
Postmaster  at  Decora  Prairie  since  July, 
1873. 

Hiram  Butman  was  l)oru  in  (Jhio,  in  1836, 
and,  as  already  stated,  came  with  his  lirother 
Stark  to  Wisconsin  in  the  autumn  of  1853. 
and  improved  a  farjn  in  iSlack  river  valley, 
now  in  the  town  of  Holland,  La  Crosse 
county.  He  was  married  September  1,  1859. 
to  Mary  M.  Harrison,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ruth  Ann  (Hine)  Harrison,  early  settlers 
of  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  still  reside  on  the 
old  homestead  where  they  first  settled.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  mother  near  where  they  miw  reside 
in    Ohio.      Mr.    and    Mrs.    Butman    have    a 


daughter,  Alice  R.,  born  in  Holland,  La 
Crosse  county,  in  1862,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Burton,  of  Chicago.  They  lost 
their  oldest  child  and  only  son,  Charles 
Hiram,  also  born  in  Holland,  La  Crosse 
county,  in  1860,  and  died  January  26, 
1865.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter, 
Gertrude  S.,  born  March  1,  1871,  and 
has  been  their  child  since  she  was  an  infant 
of  seven  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butman 
have  a  pleasant  home,  beautifully  located  on 
an  elevation,  and  surrounded  by  shade  and 
ornamental  trees. 

The  brothers  are  among  the  well-known 
and  representative  citizens  of  Trempealeau 
county,  and  for  almost  forty  years  have  been 
residents  of  this  immediate  vicinity,  and 
have  ever  been  known  as  men  of  integrity 
and  public  spirit. 


tENRY  THOi^SGAARD,  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Blair,  Trem- 
pealeau county,  was  born  in  the  famous 
Gulbransdalen  valley,  Norway,  in  1845,  a 
son  of  Lars  Erickson  Thorsgaard.  In  the 
summer  of  1854  the  family  emigrated  to 
America,  being  thirteen  weeks  in  making  the 
passage  from  Christiania  to  the  port  of  Que- 
bec. After  arrival  they  came  directly  to 
Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  a  farm  on  Coon 
Prairie,  Vernon  county,  where  they  were 
among  the  early  pioneers.  There  the  parents 
lived  until  death,  the  father  surviving  the 
mother  a  number  of  years. 

When  a  young  man  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  learned  the  trade  of  milling  with  John 
Edmunds,  on  Squaw  creek,  near  Black  River 
Falls,  where  he  remained  five  years.  Mr. 
Thorsgaard  followed  the  occupation  of  mil- 
ling about  fourteen  years.  Hecaineto  Blair 
from  Ettrick    in    1873,  where  he  had  worked 
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at  his  trade  for  a  considerable  time.  In 
partnersliip  with  John  and  Orriii  Van  Ness 
they  erected  a  tiouring  mill,  which  Mr.  Thors- 
gaard  operated  until  1883,  when  he  sold  out. 
In  1886  be  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Trem- 
pealeau county,  and  served  honorably  and 
efficiently  in  that  position  four  j'ears,  and  has 
also  held  several  local  offices,  including  Chair- 
man of  the  Town  Board.  He  is  now  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  farming. 

He  was  married  in  1880,  to  AgnetheEkerii, 
a  native  of  Norway,  and  they  have  four 
daughters:  Pauline,  Louise,  llannaanil  Chris- 
tina. Mr.  Thorsgaard  is  esteemed  as  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising  citizen.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  devoted  to  the  principles  of  that  great  na- 
tional party.  Though  not  a  prohibitionist  in 
the  modern  acceptation  of  that  term,  yet  he 
is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
temperance.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
belief,  and  ever  takes  a  prominent  part  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral  and 
material  growth  of  the  community  in  whicli 
he  lives.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Blair,  where  he  and  his  family  are 
surroundei.l  by  the  comforts  of  life,  which 
have  been  acquired  by  his  imhutry  and  en- 
terprise. 


I^OBEKT  S.  OLIVER  resides  in  section 
f^^  36,  township  19,  range  S  west,  where  he 
^^  settled  in  April,  1855.  lie  bought  this 
place  of  David  J.  Monroe,  but  nothing  had  been 
done  on  the  place  when  he  bought  it  except  the 
building  of  a  log  cabin  and  the  breaking  of  a 
few  acres  of  laud.  He  was  born  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  January  10,  1822,  the  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Lambie)  Oliver,  the  latter  having 
died  when  her  son  was  a  child.  The  father 
emigrated  with    his   family    to    Ndva   Scotia, 


where  he  and  his  son  Robert  engaged  at  work 
in  the  coal  mines.  In  1842  the  family  re- 
moved to  i'ottsxiUe,  ".Pennsylvania,  but 
mining  |)roving  to  be  a  dull  business  at  that 
place,  and  the  outlook  for  future  work  not 
being  favorable,  they  remained  there  but  one 
month,  when  they  returned  to  Nova  Scotia. 
June  17,  1846,  the  family  again  left  that 
country,  their  destination  being  the  State  cf 
Marylaml.  While  passing  down  the  coast  on 
shipboard  their  vessel  was  wrecked  off  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  and  a  number  of  the 
passengers  were  lost;  but  the  Oliver  family, 
after  undergoing  great  danger  and  privation, 
escaped.  They  settled  in  Allegany  county, 
Maryland,  where  father  and  son  engaged  in 
mining,  and  where  the  former  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  leaving  the  mother  with  eight 
children,  of  whom  Robert  was  the  eldest. 

Ill  the  spring  of  1849  our  subject  left 
homo  and  went'  to  Pottsville,  Pennslyvania, 
where  he  remained  some  time.  He  was 
married  in  that  city  August  24,  1S49,  to 
Mary  Scott,  soon  after  which  he  returned 
to  Maryland  antl  worked  in  the  coal  mines 
until  1852.  February  2,  of  tlie  same  year, 
he  started  for  California,  via  the  Isthmus, 
leaving  his  family  in  Maryland.  The  Cali- 
fornia gold  fever  was  then  laging  violently, 
and  Mr.  Oliver,  with  tliousands  of  others, 
became  possessed  of  a  desire  to  visit  the 
'•  land  of  gol  1."  The  party  of  which  he  was 
a  member  took  passage  in  the  steamer  Ben 
Franklin  for  the  Isthmus;  thence  they  as- 
cended the  Chagres  river  on  a  small  steamer 
for  about  twenty-eight  miles,  and  then  on 
foot  to  Panama,  intending  there  to  take  a 
steamer  up  the  Pacific  Coast.  Here  they 
weie  compelled  tn  wait  two  weeks,  and  were 
then  obliged  to  take  a  sail  vessel  for  San 
FraTicisco.  This  proved  a  long  and  tedicuis 
passage,  and  they  endured  much  suffering 
for  want  of  t'ood  and  water.      On  one  occasion 
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they  stopped  at  a  small  island  to  secure  water, 
wben  three  men  made  their  appearance  who 
had  recently  escaped  from  a  whaler  that  had 
put  in  at  the  same  place  and  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  these  men  had  left  the  ship  and 
crew  with  the  intention  of  improving  the  first 
opportunity  to  take  passage  to  California. 
The  captain  of  tlie  ship  Cornelia  took  them 
aboard  and  sailed  away,  but  soon  tiie  whaler 
hove  in  sight,  and  the  runaway  sailors  were 
surrendered.  In  fact,  the  whole  affair  was  a 
ruse  on  the  part  of  the  two  captains  to  secure 
the  runaways.  Later  the  Cornelia  put  into 
the  port  of  A.capulco,  Mexico,  for  provisions, 
and  they  finally  reached  San  Francisco,  after 
many  trials  and  tribulations,  on  July  24, 
1852. 

Mr.  Oliver  at  once  proceeded  to  the  mines, 
and  continued  to  mine  for  gold  until  the  fall 
of  1854,  when  he  returned  by  the  same 
route.  In  the  spring  of  1S55  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county,  and  made  his  present 
location,  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  lie 
returned  for  his  family,  and  here  he  has  since 
lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  have  thirteen 
children,  five  sons  and  eight  daughters.  Mr. 
Oliver  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's  family 
who  ever  settled  in  Trempealeau  county.  He 
is  one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  citi- 
zens of  Gale  township. 

ILLIAM  B.  ARNOLD,  of  the  town 
of  Arcadia,  resides  on  section  10, 
v^=r:y/s^]  township  21,  range  'J  west,  where  he 
located  September  30,  1864,  at  which  time 
no  improvements  wiiatever  had  been  made  on 
his  place.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  county. 
New  York,  June  26,  1831,  a  son  of  Benejah 
Douglas  Arnold,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  According  to  the  genealogy  of  the 
family  three  brothers  by  tlie  name  of  Arnold 


emigrated  from  England  at  an  early  date, 
and  from  one  of  these  brothers  has  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  descended.  B.  D.  Arnold 
married  Maria  Wilbur  and  continued  to  live 
in  the  State  of  New  York  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  Saratoga  county,  Septem- 
ber 28,  l&r86,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  widow  still  survives,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  Tliey  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children  who  attained  to  ma- 
ture years,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  si.x  survive,  viz.:  The  eldest,  Martha, 
widow  of  Isaac  McCourtie,  resides  in  Chicago; 
William  B.,  our  subject;  Douglass,  a  resi- 
dent of  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  Marvin  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  New  York;  Alfred  also 
lives  in  that  State,  and  Jennie  is  the  wife  of 
James  G.  Bentley,  of  Saratoga  county.  Will- 
iam B.  Arnold  was  reared  on  the  homestead 
farm  and  educated  at  Madison  University, 
New  York,  and  for  many  years  followed  the 
occupation  of  teaching.  He  was  a  teacher 
for  a  time  in  the  Ballston  Spa  Academy,  Sara- 
toga county,  New  York;  and  taught  for  five 
terms  very  successfully  in  the  district  where  he 
now  resides.  He  was  married  September  3, 
1862,  to  Miss  Carrie  Sawyer,  daugliter  of 
Thomas  and  ElizaJane(IIoag)  Sawyer,  both  na- 
tives oftheEmpire  State,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  their  death.  Eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  have  been  born 
to  tiiem,  viz.:  Ella  M.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Jay  1.  Dewey,  of  Arcadia;  Libbie  M.,  wlio 
is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Cook,  of  Independence; 
Wyman  S.,  Bertha  M.,  Jennie  L.  and  Frank 
L.,  twins,  and  Clarice  Viola  and  Elmer  D. 
In  September,  1864,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
came  to  Trempealeau  county  and  settled 
where  they  now  live,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Arnold  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education  and  progress.  He  is  a 
man  of  cidture  and  nearly  all  of  his  children 
wiio  liave  attained  to  mature  years  have  been 
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well  qualified  and  successful  teachers.  In 
liis  political  affiliations  Mr.  Arnold  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  was  a  Republican  in  the  early 
history  of  that  party,  voting  for  Presidents 
Lincoln  and  Grant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
have  a  pleasant  home  where  peace,  happiness 
and  prosperity  abound. 


fANIEL  KENNEDY,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Trempealeau  county, 
settled  in  this  part  of  the  State  October 
26,  1854.  He  was  born  in  Bombay,  Frank- 
lin county.  New  York,  February  24,  1835, 
and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming. 
His  father,  also  named  Daniel  Kennedy,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  was  married.  After  emigrating  to 
this  country  the  father  made  his  first  settle- 
ment in  Franklin  county,  and  in  1853  the 
family,  consisting  of  parents  and  five  chil- 
dren, came  to  Elkhorn.  Walworth  county, 
Wisconsin.  In  Octol)er,  1854,  the  sul>jeet 
of  this  sketch  came  to  Trempealeau  county 
and  ujade  a  location  for  the  family,  entering 
400  acres  of  land  in  Gale  and  Ettriek  town- 
ships. He  began  the  improvement  of  this 
land  the  next  year,  and  has  the  honor  of 
doing  the  first  breaking  in  Beaver  creek  val- 
ley, north  of  Galesvilie.  In  185G  his  father's 
family  joined  him,  and  there  the  father  died 
June  28,  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years  and  eleven  months.  The  mother  died 
August  26,  1891,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter near  Chippewa  Falls.  Betsey,  the  eldest 
of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Parker; 
Margaret  married  John  McKeeth,  and  died  a 
number  of  years  ago;  Daniel  is  the  next  of 
the  family  in  order  of  birth;  James  continued 
to  reside  in  Trempealeau  county  until  the 
fall  of  1884,  when,  his  health  failing,  he  re- 
moved  with  his  family  to  Beaumont,  South- 


ern California,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
the  livery  business.  He  has  regained  his 
health,  ami  is  doing  well  at  his  lu'w  place  of 
residence.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Trem- 
pealeau county,  which  constitutes  the  land 
that  Daniel  located  in  1854.  Cornelius,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  entered  the  army  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  a  member  of 
the  Thirtieth  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Yolunteer 
Infantry.  He  lost  his  health  in  the  army, 
and  died  a  number  of  years  ago. 

Daniel  Kennedy  and  his  brothers  inipi-oved 
the  farm  above  mentioned  and  niadi'  of  it  a 
splendid  place,  and  the  three  brothers,  James, 
Daniel  and  Cornelius,  each  owned  an  interest 
in  this  farm.  In  1SG2  Daniel  sold  his  por- 
tion to  his  father,  who  later  disposed  oi  his 
interest  to  James,  and  the  latter  finally  be- 
came possessed  of  all  the  land  Daniel  had 
entered  in  1854.  In  1862  our  subject  pur- 
chased his  farm  of  2()0  acres,  located  on  sec 
tion  16,  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the 
village  of  (^alesville,  and  known  in  the  early 
days  as  the  Parker  place.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  farms  in  Trempealeau  county, 
and  well  adapted  to  both  grain  and  st(jck 
raising,  nearly  all  being  under  cultivntion 
and  in  pasture.  The  farm  is  well  watered, 
one  part  by  a  fine  spring.  He  erected  his 
fine  brick  residence  in  1875.  Mr.  Kennedy 
has  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  the  live- 
stock business,  and  has  always  been  largely 
interested  in  the  jaising  of  cattle,  and  for 
more  than  twenty  years  has  been  a  buyer, 
feeder  and  >hipper  of  stock.  He  was  om-  of 
the  organizers  of  the  bank  at  (4alesville,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  stockholder  since  its 
foundation. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  married  in  the  iall  of 
18()~,  to  Miss  Helen  Bidwell.  a  nati\e  of 
New  York,  and  daughter  of  Chester  I.  I!id- 
well,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  coniily,  ;in(l 
who   died    many   years   ago.      Mr.   and    Mrs. 
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Kennedy  have  three  children,  namely:  Her- 
bert D.,  who  is  still  at  home;  Edward  B.,  a 
student  at  Wooster,  Ohio;  Edith,  their  only 
daughter,  is  a  student  at  Galesville  Univer- 
sity. They  lost  a  dancrhter,  Gertrude,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years.  No  man,  perhaps,  is 
better  known  throiifrhout  the  country  than 
Mr.  Kennedy,  with  whose  growth  and  prog- 
ress he  lias  been  identified  since  the  early 
pioneer  days.  Cordial  and  genial  in  his 
disposition,  fair  and  honorable  in  his  dealings, 
he  possesses  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him. 


^AUL  HUEFNER,  of  Fountain  City, 
^  "Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  largest  grain 
e  dealers  in  Buffalo  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  possesses  in  a  marked 
degree  the  thrift  and  energy  which  are  so 
characteristic  of  his  couDtrymen.  A  brief 
biography  of  him  is  as  follows: 

Paul  Huefner  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, June  29,  1839,  son  of  Valentine  and 
Elizabeth  (Froehlich)  Huefner,  both  natives 
of  that  place.  His  father  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
Yoi'k,  and  from  there  went  to  Southbridge, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
Hamilton  Print  Works.  In  1860  he  can:e 
West,  locating  first  in  Madison,  Wisconsin, 
afterward  in  IJuffalo  City,  Buffalo  county,  and 
still  later  in  Fountain  City.  Both  lie  and  liis 
wife  are  now  deceased.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  chiklren,  namely:  Ferdinand, 
Paul,  George,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Pe- 
gena.  Paul  was  reared  at  Southbridge  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  printer  of  prints. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Manches- 
ter, New  Hampshire,  and  was  engaged  in 
work  at  his  trade  there  about  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time   he  directed   his  course 


westward,  took  up  his  abode  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  and  liecame  interested  in  the 
grain  business.  This  was  in  18G0.  He  re- 
mained there,  dealing  in  grain,  about  two 
years,  after  whicli  he  located  at  Hastings, 
Minnesota,  where  he  lived  eight  years,  also 
operating  in  grain  there.  After  that  he 
spent  much  of  his  time  for  a  year  at  Buffalo 
City,  Buffalo  county,  and  from  that  tempo- 
rary abode  came  to  Fountain  City  and  located 
permanently.  Here  he  opened  the  grain 
business  with  his  brother  Ferdinand  and 
David  and  William  Thompson,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Huefner  Bros.,  Thompson  & 
Co.  In  1875  the  Thompsons  withdrew,  and 
the  firm  became  Huefner  Bros.  They  con- 
tinued to  transact  business  together  until 
1S7S,  when  Ferdinand  retired,  leaving  our 
suliject  alone.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Huefner 
has  carried  on  the  business  in  his  own  name. 
He  has  three  warehouses  at  Fountain  City, 
located  along  the  track  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Northern  railroad,  where  he  re- 
ceives his  grain.  Besides  these  he  has  ware- 
houses at  Cochrane,  Alma,  Nelson,  Stockholm, 
Maiden  Rock  and  Hajer,  all  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Northern  railroad.  Mr.  Huef- 
ner also  deals  in  agricultural  implements. 
He  has  a  half  interest  in  the  Eagle  Flouring 
Mill.  Mention  of  this  mill  will  be  found  in 
a  sketch  of  George  L.  Iluber,  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Huefner  is  a  stockholder  in  the  F^ountain 
City  Brewitig  Company.  He  has  various 
real-estate  interests  here  and  elsewhere:  owns 
a  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  business 
blocks  in  Fountain  City;  has  a  farm  of  120 
acres,  all  under  cultivation,  near  the  city;  one 
of  140  acres  in  Trempealeau  county,  forty 
acres  of  which  are  improved;  120  acres  in 
Buffalo  cdunty,  twenty-eight  miles  from 
Fountain  City,  forty  acres  of  this  under  cul- 
tivation;   and    a  farm    of    120  acres   (thirty 
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acres  improved)  in  Gilinantown  townsliip, 
thirty  miles  from  Fountain  City. 

Mr.  Huefner  has  ne\er  held  any  political 
or  official  position,  his  own  ])ersonal  affairs 
wholly  occupying  iiis  time.  lie  has  hoeu 
eminently  suceesstul  in  his  business  opera- 
tions, and  has  accumulated  a  handsome  for- 
tune. He  was  married  at  Hastings,  Minne- 
sota, in  1868,  to  Louise,  daughter  of  Charles 
Dameral.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  one 
son,  Paul  Ferdinand  Louis.  Mrs.  Huefner 
died  at  Hastings  in  March,  1871.  In  1887 
he  was  married  at  Lewiston,  Minnesota,  to 
Florence  E.  Cook,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
children,  Clara  being  the  only  one  living. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Cliureh,  and 
in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 

Owing  to  his  extensive  business  transac- 
tions in  this  portion  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Huef- 
ner is  well  known  here,  and  his  strict  in- 
tegrity and  other  estimable  qualities  have 
won  for  him  many  friends  among  the  people 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  lie 
has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him. 


VER  PEDERSO]S,of  Ettrick,  Trempea- 
I  lean  county,  is  one  of  the  representative 
^  citizens  and  leading  business  men  of  this 
county.  He  located  in  what  is  now  the  vil- 
lage of  Ettrick  in  1870,  and  engaged  at  once 
in  merchandising,  and  in  1877  he  laid  out 
the  village.  Whatever  of  importance  at- 
taches to  this  small  city  is  due  to  the  enter- 
prise and  business  capacity  of  Mr.  Pederson. 
He  began  business  in  a  small  way  when  he 
first  came  here,  but  by  energy  and  persever- 
ance he  rapidly  enlarged  the  area  of  his  oper- 
ations until  he  has  established  various 
branches  of  business  and  manufactures.  He 
erected  his  present  fine  fiouriTig  mill  in  1884, 


which  is  operated  by  a  large  water-power, 
possesses  a  roller  system  of  grinding,  and  has 
a  capacity  of  seventy-five  barrels  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  Mr.  Pederson  bus  been  largely 
instrumental  in  establishing  ntlier  liranclies 
of  niaiiufaeture,  including  the  woolen  mill 
and  creamery  at  this  place. 

He  is  a  native  of  >i'orway,  where  he  was 
born  in  1842,  but  cai.e  to  America  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  He  enlisted  in  Yernon 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1862,  in  Company  K, 
Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  ami  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  For  a  time  after  its  organization  his 
regiment  was  located  in  Minnesota,  operating 
against  the  Indians  at  NewUlni  and  vicinity. 
In  1863  they  went  to  Columbus,  Kentucky, 
and  joined  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg, 
under  the  command  of  General  Jeremiah 
Rusk,  afterward  Governor  of  Wisconsin  anil 
now  occupying  the  Department  of  Agricult- 
ure in  Washington,  District  of  Colnml)ia. 
After  participating  in  the  siege  of  Vicksliurg 
the  command  to  which  Mr.  Pederson  was  at- 
tached went  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  but  after 
returning  to  Vicksburg  proceeded  to  Chat- 
tanooga, joined  Sherman's  army,  and  took 
part  in  the  famous  Atlantic  camjiaign,  par- 
ticipating in  many  noted  and  important 
liattles.  He  had  the  lionor,  also,  of  march- 
ing with  his  I'egiment  to  the  sea,  under  the 
command  of  General  Rusk,  and  thence  on  to 
Washington,  taking  part  in  the  grand  review 
in  that  city. 

Mr.  Pederson  was  married  at  Ettrick,  to 
Mary  Nelson,  who  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  from  Norway  with  her  father  in  1861. 
They  have  three  children  ;  Albert,  f)mmaand 
Ida.  They  lost  their  eldest  child,  Peter. 
Mr.  Pederson  is  a  man  of  unusual  business 
capacity,  and  a  progressive,  enterprising 
citizen.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  and  has   always  possessed    much 
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influence  in  tlie  local  councils  of  his  party. 
He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  war  for  the 
Union,  and  is  a  respected  and  valued  citizen. 

fOlIN  BIBI3Y,  one  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  (4;ile  township,  Trempealeau 
ciinnty,  resides  on  section  27,  where  he 
scttieil  in  18.56.  lie  made  the  tirst  improve- 
ments on  the  place,  havino'  olitained  liis  farm 
from  tile  Government.  He  was  horn  in 
Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  August  15,  1832,  a 
son  of  Thomas  Bil)!)]^  a  miner  by  occupation. 
In  1853  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  Allegany  county,  Mary- 
land, where  the  fatlier  and  son  were  engaged 
in  mining.  In  October,  1854,  Thomas 
Bibby,  accompanied  by  James  Hardie,  came 
to  Trempealeau  county,  and  made  settle- 
ments, but  Mr.  Bibby  did  not  long  survive, 
])assing  away  in  December,  1S56.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  sul>ject,  died  when  her  son 
was  but  a  child  of  fifteen  months.  Thomas 
Bibby  was  the  father  of  Ave  sons  and  one 
daiighter,  four  of  whom  were  by  his  tirst 
marriage  and  two  by  the  second:  Margaret, 
the  eldest,  married  James  Ilardie,  and  died 
December  6,  1888;  Richard  is  a  resident  of 
Gale  township;  James  died  in  Australia  in 
18SU;  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Thomas  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  mine? 
of  Australia,  in  Felirnary,  1890;  Joshua  died 
in  this  cunty,  May  15,  1889. 

John  Bibby,  thf  suliject  of  this  sketch, 
arrived  in  Trcnpealeaii  cnunty  October  25, 
1S.5(),  wiien  all  was  yet  new  ami  wild.  He 
was  married  MarcJi  2S,  185(1,  to  Mary  Mc- 
Millan, who  was  burn  in  Argylcshire,  Scot- 
lanil,  in  188U,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Isa- 
bella McMillan.  Mr.  Bibby  an.l  wife  came 
to  this  county  in  the  autumn  following  their 
marriage.      They    have    six    children,    all    of 


whom  were  born  at  the  homestead  in  Gale 
township,  namely:  Isabella,  Thomas,  John, 
Margaret,  James  and  Mary  Ann.  Mr. 
Bibby's  farm  contains  280  acres,  and  is  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  Here  he  has  re- 
sided for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years, 
and  Iras  been  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  country. 
When  a  postolfice  was  established  in  his 
neighborhood  he  suggested  that  it  be  called 
Glasgow,  for  the  town  in  Scotland  near  which 
he  was  born.  His  suggestion  was  adopted, 
and  not  only  the  postoftice  but  the  neighbor- 
hood around  is  known  as  Glasgow.  Mr. 
Bibby  and  his  brother  Richard,  who  lives 
near  him,  are  numbered  among  the  intelli- 
gent and  well-known  citizens  of  Gale  town- 
ship, and  have  done  their  share  toward 
developing  the  resources  and  promoting  the 
growth  of  the  county  with  which  they  have 
been  so  long  identified. 

Isabella  Bibby  was  married  to  Mr.  C.  E. 
Pynn,  November  2,  1881,  a  farmer  living 
near  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin; 
John  Bibby  married  Miss  Eliza  Emerson,  of 
North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  November  29, 
1883,  and  is  now  buttermaker  for  the  Gales- 
ville  Arctic  Spring  Creamery  Company,  at 
Galesville,  Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin; 
and  Margaret  Bibby  was  married  March  28, 
1888,  to  Mr.  William  Tibbitts,  a  farmer  living 
near  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  Wiscon- 
sin. The  other  members  of  the  family  are 
still  at  the  old  home  mentioned. 


f  HOMAS  HUNTER,  of  Gale  township, 
^  Trempealeau  county,  owns  and  occu- 
pies the  homestead  farm  of  his  father, 
John  Huntei',  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  county.  In  the  biography  of  William 
Dick,   found    elsewhere    in    this   work,    it    is 
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stated  that  the  families  of  William  Dick, 
David  Cook,  John  Irvine  and  John  Hunter 
came  to  Trempealeau  county,  accompanied 
by  a  single  man  named  Phillips.  The  com- 
ing of  this  little  colony  occurred  in  the 
autumn  of  1853.  John  Hunter  was  horn  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  June  11,  1798,  and  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  coal-mining.  He 
was  the  son  of  Peter  Hunter,  and  was  one  of 
six  children.  After  reaching  maiihood  he 
married  Agnes  Ferguson,  also  l)orn  in  1798, 
and  in  1842  he  came  to  America,  landing  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  after  which  he  went 
almost  directly'to  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1848  his  family,  who  had  remained  in 
Scotland,  joined  the  husliand  and  father  in 
the  new  world,  and  about  a  year  afterward 
they  removed  to  Maryland,  and  in  1853,  as 
before  stated,  came  to  Trempealeau  county. 
The  family  that  followed  the  husband  and 
father  to  the  new  world  consisted  of  the 
mother  and   six  sons. 

When  the  little  party  of  emigrants  above 
mentioned  started  from  Maryland  to  Wis- 
consin they  had  no  definite  object  as  to  what 
part  of  the  State  they  would  settle,  and  on 
reaching  La  Crosse  the  families  remained 
there  while  the  men  of  the  party  looked  about 
fur  a  suitable  place  to  make  homes.  They 
finally  decided  to  settle  on  Decora  prairie, 
Trempealeau  county,  which  was  so  named 
for  the  celebrated  chief  Decora,  and  six  weeks 
after  arriving  at  La  Crosse  they  settled  at 
this  place.  Above  the  beautiful  plain 
Decora's  Peak,  a  lofty  mountain,  looks  down 
upon  the  inhabitants  below  as  if  guarding 
Jhem  from  the  encroachment  of  enemies. 
This  section  of  country  is  prolific  of  Indian 
relics,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  local- 
ities in  Wisconsin,  and  the  little  colonv  of 
Scotch  settlers,  who  settled  here  in  1853, 
manifested  much  wisdom  in  selecting  this 
spot  for  tiieir  home.      Mr.  Hunter  secured   a 


quarter  section  of  land.  an<]  here  he  ;ui<l  his 
wife  lived  with  their  sons  the  reinaind(!r  of 
tluMr  lives,  the  father  dying  in  18(!2,  and  the 
mother  in  August,  1S87.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  sons,  only  three  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Dugald  is  a  resident  of  Texas;  and 
Walter,  who  rt>sides  in  Iowa,  (^f  this  family 
of  ten  sons  six  grejv  to  mature  vears,  the 
others  having  died  in  cluldhood.  The  father 
was  a  well-known  and  respected  citizen,  was 
a  man  of  strong  religious  convictions,  and 
was  well  informed  on  scriptural  subjects,  bv 
which  he  endeavored  to  govern  his  daily 
walk.  He  possessed  a  cheerful  disposition, 
casting  sunshine  about  him  wherever  he 
Went.  He  was  the  first  Treasurer  elected 
for  Gale  township,  and  was  ever  prominent 
in  whatever  tended  to  ]iromote  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
Thomas  Hunter,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  November  26,  1830,  and  was  but 
twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  Thomas  ami  Dugald  came  with 
their  father  and  mother;  the  rest  of  the 
family  two  years  after.  He  has  a  clear  re- 
membrance of  the  wild  appearance  of  the 
country  in  early  days,  and  has  resided  on  the 
homestead  place  where  he  now  lives  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-six  years.  He  maiTied 
Miss  Agnes  Grant,  who  settled  on  Decora 
prairie  in  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have 
had  eleven  children,  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  but  lost  two  daughters  in  early 
life.  The  surviving  children  are:  Walter. 
Elizabeth,  Agnes,  Thomas,  John,  Nellie, 
Robert,  Iluth,  Jennie,  May  and  Isabel.  .Mr. 
Hunter  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's  family 
now  residing  in  Trempealeau  county.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  (lale  town- 
ship, and  has  been  chairman  of  tbe  town 
board  two  years,  and  a  member  of  the  side 
board   a  number  of  years.      He  was  formerly 


r.IOGRA  PHICAL    IIISTOR  T. 


a  Republican  in  politics,  later  a  Greenbacker, 
and  now  affiliates  with  the  People's  party. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hunter  was  one  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.: 
Ellen,  the  wife  of  Walter  Irvine,  i-esides  in 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Hunter  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  liobert  lives  at  the  homestead  in  Gale 
township;  Elizalieth  is  the  wife  of  John 
Dick;  two  brothers,  Williatn  and  Duncan, 
died  in  early  life.  Mrs.  Hunter  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  1842,  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  America  in  1852,  going  tirst  to  Kentucky, 
and  thence  to  Trempealeau  county. 


fESSE  R.  PENNY  resides  on  section  3, 
township  20,  I'ange  9,  Arcadia,  where  he 
settled  in  1856,  on  land  which  he  bought 
from  the  Government.  He  was  l)orn  in  Suf- 
folk county.  Long  Island,  New  York,  January 
8,  1832.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of 
Long  Island,  and  with  his  family  removed  to 
Ohio,  when  Jesse  was  about  seventeen  years 
of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married 
September  20,  185-4,  at  Warren,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Pluelie  A.  Perguson,  daughter  of  Moses 
S.  and  Amelia  Ferguson,  natives  of  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  where  they  died,  leavino- 
two  daugh.ters.  Sarah  J.  married  David  Bish- 
op, at  P'duiitaiii  City,  and  came  to  Arcadia, 
with  ln'r  hu>bund,  in  the  spring  of  185(3, 
soon  attcr  her  marriage.  They  settled  in  the 
tdwn  of  Arcadia,  then  the  town  of  Preston. 
She  was  the  first  white  woman  in  the  limits 
of  the  town  at  its  organization,  and  had  the 
honor  of  being  called  ujion  tn  name  the  town, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  Arcadia.  Her  hus- 
band served  in  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin,  in 
the  war  of  the  Pebellion.  .Several  years  later 
1h'  was  struck  by  lightning  and  killed.  Later 
sIk-   married    Mr.    Charles    Meivei-,  and    now 


lives  in  the  town  of  Arcadia.  In  October, 
1854,  soon  after  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Penny  went  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and 
thence  to  Fountain  City  the  following  winter. 
There  Mrs.  Penny  taught  school  during  the 
winter  of  1855-'56,  which  was  the  first 
school  taught  in  that  place.  In  the  spring  of 
1856  they  located  their  present  place,  where 
they  have  resided  most  of  tlie  time  since.  In 
1860  Mr.  Penny's  father  and  mother  came 
to  Trempealeau  county  and  settled  on  the 
lanil  that  he  had  located,  and  here  the  mother 
died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Her  husband  still  survives  flt  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years.  Thev  were  the 
parents  of  five  children  that  grew  to  maturity, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  except  the 
oldest  daughter  have  been  residents  of  Ar- 
cadia, and  all  are  now  living  except  one  son. 
Jesse  R.  Penny  enlisted  December  5,  1863, 
in  Company  C,  Thirtieth  "Wisconsin  Infantry, 
Cai)ta;n  Arnold's  company,  in  which  he 
served  nearly  two  years  and  was  mustered 
out  September  20,  1865.  He  and  wife  have 
four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls:  Elma, 
wife  of  Frank  Gceslin,  of  South  Dakota; 
Jessie,  wife  of  Lee  Mason,  of  Minneapolis; 
Lincoln  E.,  of  St.  Paul,  and  David  G.,  of 
Duluth. 


fAY  I.  DEWEY  of  the  town  of  Arcadia, 
Trempealeau  county,  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
C.  Dewey,  who  in  1859  settled  on  sec 
tion  38,  township  21,  range  9  west,  which 
place  is  still  the  homestead  of  the  family. 
Daniel  C.  Dewey  was  born  in  Delaware 
county,  New  York,  April  16,  1828,  of  Eng- 
lish de.-cent,  a  son  of  Aaron  Dewey.  The 
original  ancestor  was  Thomas  Dewey,  who 
emigrated  from  Sandwich,  Kent  county,  Eng- 
laml,  and  settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts, 


in  OGRAPUicA  L   iiisrou  Y. 


where  lie  died,  April  27,  1648.  When  Daniel 
C.  was  but  tour  years  old  the  family  rcuioved 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  he 
had  attained  his  seventeenth  yeai-,  when  he 
returned  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Aaron 
Dewey  finally  removed  from  Ohio  to  Dodire 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  until 
death.  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Dewey  on  his  return 
West,  went  to  Dodge  county,  where  his 
father  was  then  living,  but  later  returned  to 
the  State  of  jS^ew  York  and  was  married  to 
Josephine  Trumbull,  a  native  of  Eastern  Nevv 
York.  In  1854  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and 
in  1859,  as  already  stated,  removed  to  Trem- 
pealeau county,  Wisconsin.  He  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  located,  of  his  father, 
George  D.  Dewey,  who  obtained  it  as  Gov- 
ernment land,  some  two  or  three  years  previ- 
ously, but  no  improvements  had  been  made  on 
it.  Here  Mr.  Dewey  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  4,  18S9. 

Daniel  C.  Dewey  was  a  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  'citizen,  and  a  man  of  more 
than  average  intelligence.  Pie  was  a  great 
reader  and  well  informed  on  the  political  and 
other  issiu's  of  the  times,  as  wi^ll  as  an  exten- 
sive reader  of  history  and  well  informed  on 
general  subjects.  lie  dealt  considerably  in 
real  estate  and  possessed  e.xcellent  judgment 
as  a  business  man.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  later,  a  Republican,  though  never 
a  strong  partisan,  but  was  charitable  in  liotli 
his  political  and  religious  views.  He  entered 
the  service  of  his  Government  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion, enlisting  in  Ciompany  C,  Thirti- 
eth Regiment  AV^isconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
A.ugust  10,  1862,  and  served  as  Sergeant  of 
his  company,  but  a  few  months  later  he  was 
discharged  for  disability,  and  never  after  fully 
recovered  his  former  health.  He  left  at  death 
his  wife,  one  son,  and  two  daughters.  Ida 
the  elder  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  David  L. 
Holcomb,  of  this  town;   Ada  is    the   wife  of 


Rev.  J.  G.  Ilaight.  of  Y.)ikville,  Kendall 
county,  Illinois.  Jay  1.  I  )ewey,  the  (inly  son, 
is  the  second  of  the  family  in  the  order  of 
birth.  He  was  iiorn  in  the  town  of  Martin, 
Allegan  county,  llicliigan,  December  10, 
1S58,  having  been  about  si.\  months  old  when 
the  family  came  to  Trempealeau  county.  Ilis 
literary  education  he  received  at  Arcadia,  and 
later  took  a  course  of  studies  at  the  commer- 
cial college  at  Winona,  Minnesota,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  teaching,  aiul  pursued 
that  vocation  for  the  greater  part  of  ten  years 
with  great  success. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Arnold, 
daughter  of  AVilliam  11  Arnold  of  the  town 
of  Arcadia,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Theron  A.,  who  died  September 
3,  1891,  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  one 
month. 


ILLIAM  B.  THOMPSON,  a  well 
||  known  farmer  and  stock  dealer 
#^  residing  on  section  31,  Gale  tow-n- 
ship,  Trempealeau  county,  is  a  son  c)f  Adol- 
plius  Thompson,  a  pioneer  of  this  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  Colerain,  Franklin 
county,  Massachusetts,  in  1808,  and  was  de- 
scended from  a  Scotch-Irish  family.  His 
father  emigrated  from  the  town  of  Colerain, 
in  the  north  of  Ii-eland,  with  a  colony  of  his 
countrymen  to  the  then  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts, calling  the  town  where  they  settled 
Colerain,  after  the  town  in  Ireland.  Adolphus 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and 
was  engaged,  while  still  a  young  man,  in 
woolen  manufacturing,  and  also  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stone  mason.  Arriving  at  years 
of  maturity  he  married,  and  soon  afterward 
removed  to  the  town  of  Locke,  Cayuga 
county,  Mew  York,  where  be  and  bis  brother 
Joseph   engaged    in    wool-caiviing  and   cloth- 
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dressing.  Not  long  after  his  removal  to  the 
State  of  New  York  his  wife  died,  leaving  her 
hushaiid  with  a  sou,  James  T..  who  was  three 
ur  four  years  ni  age  at  his  mother's  death. 
Soon  afterward  Mr.  Tlionjpsoii  returned  to 
Massachusetts  and  was  married  to  Mrs.  J'er- 
melia  Burton,  and  soon  afterward  removed 
to  Ciiautauqua  county.  New  York.  Mrs. 
I'ermelia  Burton  had  one  son,  Allen,  at  the 
time  she  tnarried  Mr.  Thompson,  and  he  is  a 
railroad  engineer,  living  in  Oakes,  North 
Dakota.  In  the  spring  of  1855  the  family 
emigrated  to  Galena,  Illinois,  by  rail,  and 
thence  up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Trempea- 
leau county.  The  eldest  son,  however,  James 
I.,  drove  a  four-horse  team  from  New  York 
to  this  county,  hringing  the  household  goods 
of  the  family.  Mr.  Thompson  first  pur 
chased  fifty  aci'es  of  land  in  Trempealeau, 
which  was  partially  improved.  This  he  in- 
creased to  173  acres,  of  wliich  he  made  a  line 
farm,  and  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-one-  years.  His 
second  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  sui'- 
vived  her  husband  many  years,  dying  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Adolpous  Thompson  was  esteemed 
as  an  upright,  honorable  citizen,  was  some- 
what retiring  in  his  manner  and  of  but  few 
words,  but  was  a  citizen  of  uncjuestioned 
integrity.  He  was  the  father  of  one  son  by 
his  first  marriage,  and  iif  twn  children  by  his 
second  marriage.  James  I.,  who  has  already 
been  mentioned  several  times  in  this  sketch, 
eidisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Keliel- 
lioii,  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Missouri 
Zouaves.  He  contracted  a  severe  cold  from 
e.vjiosure  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Donelson,  and 
died  while  being  transported  with  other  sick 
and  woundtM.l  soldiers  to  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
He  died  on  the  boat,  and  his  i)ody  now  lies 
hui-ied  in  the  cemetery  on  his  fathei-'s  farm, 
'i'his     cemetery     conipri>es    land     which     tlie 


father  gave  for  a  burial  place,  and  there  the 
son  lies  by  the  side  of  his  father  and  mother. 
Ella,  the  eldest  child  by  the  second  mar- 
riage, is  the  wife  of  O.  A.  Boynton,  of 
Jamestown,  North  Dakota. 

William  B.  Thompson  was  about  nine 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Trempealeau  county,  and  here  he  has 
lived  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years. 
His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Ailie  Atwood,  a 
daughter  of  Royal  Atwood,  a  native  of  Vei-- 
mont.  The  latter  was  married  in  his  native 
State  to  Mary  Brooks,  after  which  they  re- 
moved to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  were  early  settlers.  They  came 
to  Trempealeau  county  in  the  spring  of  1868, 
where  the  father  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years,  and  the  mother  is  still  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Thompson  is 
the  eldest.  The  second  of  the  family,  Erwin 
L.,  resides  in  the  town  of  Caledonia,  and 
Herman  B.  lives  in  Kingsbury  county.  South 
Dakota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Lizzie  B.;  Grace  M.,  the  wife  of  William  P. 
Veitch;  Lelia  A.;  Mabel  A.;  Allan  B.;  Perry 
W.  and  Merton  E.  Mr.  Thompson  is  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Trempealeau  county.  He  has  a  fine  farm 
of  2(10  aei-es,  and  his  imjirovements  are 
among  the  best  to  he  found  in  the  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomjison  have  a  |)leasant 
home,  and  are  numbered  with  the  intelligent 
residents  ot  this  county. 

ILLIAM  ULllICH,  of  Fountain  City, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  the  canton 
of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  November  22, 
1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Conrad  and  Anna 
(Langhart)     Ulrich.      The    elder    Mr.    IJlrich 


BIOGRAPHIC  A  L    IIIt<T01t  Y. 


was  a  son  of  George,  and  was  a  potter  by 
trade.  He  and  his  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  the  fall  of  1855,  and  located 
in  the  town  of  Waumandee,  Buffalo  county, 
where  he  pre-empted  and  improved  a  piece  of 
land.  He  had  a  family  of  eleven  children: 
Anna,  Louise,  Conrad,  Jacob,  Mary,  William, 
William  (2),  John,  Charles,  Paulina  and 
Elizabeth.  All  are  living  except  William, 
Mary,  Jacob  and  Conrad,  and  all  in  Wiscon- 
sin but  Elizabetli,  now  Mrs.  Sexauer,  who 
lives  in  Minnesota.  The  father  died  in  Foun- 
tain City,  December  5,  1890.  He  had  moved 
to  this  place  in  187G,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  grapes,  liis  vineyard  being  one 
of  the  finest  small  ones  in  the  county.  His 
widow  is  still  living. 

The  subject  of  our  sketrh  spent  his  youth- 
ful years  on  the  farm,  helping  his  father  and 
attending  the  common  schools.  He  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  about  twenty-two,  when 
he  found  employment  elsewhere.  After  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Jacob,  in  the  fall  of 
1879,  he  returned  to  his  father's  farm  and 
conducted  it  ten  years.  He  also  established 
a  cheese  factory,  which  he  ran  for  some  time. 
In  the  spring  of  1891,  being  adminiftrator  of 
his  father's  estate,  he  leased  the  farm  and 
moved  to  town.  He  purchased  the  Concordia 
hall  property,  which  embraces  a  dwelling 
and  saloon  attached,  and  is  now  conducting 
the  latter. 

Mr.  Ulrich  was  married,  at  Waumandee, 
June  2, 1880,  to  Christiana,  daugliterof  Clem- 
ent and  Margaretta  (Winkler)  HolFer,  whose 
parents  live  in  Winona.  They  have  three 
children,  viz.:  Anna,  born  May  5,  1SS2; 
Darwin  W.,  February  20,  1884,  and  George, 
June  23,  1888. 

.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  ().  F.,  Lodge 
No.  280,  of  Fountain  City,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen,  Waumandee  Camp,  Xo.  754. 
While  liviny;  at  Waumandee   he   held  several 


local  positions,  among  vvhicli  were  Town  Trea- 
surer and  chainiian  of  the  Town  IJoanl;  was 
Justice  of  the  I'uace  foi'  a  number  of  years. 
In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  Kepublicun,  but 
is  now  independent.  He  was  the  organizer 
of  the  F'armers'  Alliance  of  Buffalo  county, 
in  1889;  was  chosen  its  president,  and  was 
re-<^lected  the  following  year.  In  the  spring 
of  1891,  having  ceased  to  be  a  farmer,  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted. 
During  his  connection  witli  the  organization 
he  was  lecturer.  He  still  believes  that  the 
principles  of  the  Alliance,  if  properly  carrieil 
out,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

§EMUEL  HARE,  one  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  Trempealeau,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 35,  town  19,  range  9,  where  he  has 
lived  since  1863.  He  was  an  early  settler  of 
La  Crosse  county,  having  located  on  a  f:irm 
of  Government  land  in  the  town  of  Holland 
in  1856,  where  he  resided  until  1863.  He 
was  born  in  Plattsburg,  Clinton  county.  New 
York,  in  1829,  a  son  of  Joseph  Hare,  also  a 
native  of  Clinton  county.  The  original  ances- 
tor of  the  family  was  David  Hare,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  soldier  in  the  British 
army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  but,  un- 
willing to  light  against  the  American  colonies 
in  their  war  for  independence,  he  deserted 
from  the  ai-my  and  later  settled  in  Clinton 
county,  being  one  of  its  early  pioneei-s.  He 
married  and  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  was  Joseph,  the  father  of 
Lemuel.  Joseph  Hare  married  Elsie  Irisii, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  daughter  of  David 
Irish,  who  was  also  the  fathei'  of  fourteen 
cliildren,  having  been  twice  iiian-icd.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hare  were  tlic  parent-  uf  .seven 
children,    four    suns     and     three     daughters. 
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They  coutiuued  tu  live  in  Clinton  county 
until  1S57.  when  they  came  to  "Wiscoiie^in 
and  settled  in  La  Crosse  county,  and  later 
they  went  to  Pierce  county,  and  still  later  to 
Treniiiealeau  county,  where  they  i-esided  with 
tlieir  son,  J.enniel,  until  death.  All  of  their 
family  eventually  removed  to  La  Crosse 
county,  though  at  different  times,  except  the 
eldest  daughter,  Mary  Ann,  who  man-ied 
Georo;e  Wilson  and  resides  in  Essex  county, 
New  York.  Lemuel  was  the  second  of  the 
family  in  order  of  birth;  Avis  married  D.  II. 
I'aker.  and  now  lives  in  Pierce  county,  Wis- 
consin; Decatur  is  a  resident  of  this  county: 
Iluldah  married  II.  McKinny  and  removed 
to  Montana,  v.diere  she  died  several  years  ago; 
ilerrill  also  dieil  several  years  ago,  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota;  he  was  twice  married,  having 
two  children  liy  his  Hi-st  wife  and  three  by 
the  second;  Franklin,  a  resident  of  Tremjiea- 
leau  county,  was  a  member  of  Coiffpany  B, 
Sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the 
war  of  the  Kebellion. 

Lemuel  ILare  was  reareil  to  the  occupation 
of  fanning,  which  has  been  his  principal 
business  through  life.  While  living  in  La 
Crosse  county,  iiesides  attending  to  farm 
duties,  he  was  cpiite  actively  engaged  in  well 
digging,  liaving  been  one  of  the  earliest 
operators  in  that  occupation  in  La  Crosse 
county.  While  thus  engaged  in  excavating 
the  earth  at  considerable  distances  below  the 
surface  he  occasionally  founcl  objects  of  much 
interest  which  seeuied  to  be  of  a  pre  historic 
cliaracter.  On  one  occasion,  at  the  depth  of 
forty-seven  feet,  he  found  bones  resembling 
those  of  the  human  body,  and  also  at  the 
same  depth  an  earthen  vessel  havino-  some- 
what the  shape  of  a  Ixuvl.  He  also  found 
other  relics  of  an  !iitere,>ting  nature.  Mr. 
Hare  was  married,  in  Ni^w  Voi'k,  to  Eliza 
Carey,  a  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Eliza  (Scott) 
Carey;    the    latter    was  descended    from    the 


same  ancestry  as  was  General  Winfield  Scott. 
Her  parents  died  when  she  was  a  child,  and 
she  was  legally  adopted  into  the  family  of 
John  Cochran,  whose  wife  was  her  maternal 
aunt.  At  her  adoption  she  assumed  the  name 
of  Cochran,  and  was  the  only  child  of  her 
adopted  parents.  Her  adopted  mother  is  still 
living  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Hare 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  Mr.  Hare,  of 
Holland  descent.  They  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
viz.:  Freeman  Scott,  Emmett  M.,  Lottie  E., 
Willie  P.,  Effie  E..  Alta  Grant,  Elizabeth  L. 
and  Lemuel  W.  They  lost  a  ckiughter,  Ella, 
at  the  age  of  about  one  year.  Mr.  Hare  and 
family  have  a  pleasant  home,  and  are  num- 
bered among  the  intelligent  and  progressive 
citizens  of  Trempealeau  county.  He  has  220 
acres  of  land,  and  is  quite  extensively  engaged 
in  stock-raising  and  dairying.  He  also  has 
quite  an  extensive  apiary,  taking  great  inter- 
est in  the  cultivation  of  bis  bees. 

Thirty-six  years  have  passed  since  Mr. 
Hare  and  wife  became  residents  of  I^a  Crosse 
county.  The  country  was  then  new,  and  set- 
tlers were  few  ami  far  between,  but  they  have 
lived  to  witness  the  great  advancement  the 
country  lias  made  during  the  pioneer  days. 
They  are  hap[]ily  situated,  and  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  an  industrious  and  well  spent  life. 


fOIIN  SCHMITZ  was  born  in  Cologne, 
Prussia,  April  25,  1843,  son  of  William 
and  Margaritta  (Schmitz)  Sehmitz.  Will- 
iam Schmitz  was  born  at  the  same  place,  iu 
1819,  and  dieil  at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  in 
1885.  His  widow  died  in  1888,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  They  emigrated  to  the 
I'lnted  States  in  May,  1851,  landed  in  New 
Y'ork,  and  thence  direct  to  Sheboygan,  where 
they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.     The  father 
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was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  seven  cliil- 
dren  born  to  tlieui  are  all  living,  and  are  as 
follows:  Mary,  wife  of  Antone  Feldeii,  of 
Milwaukee;  Otto,  of  Sheboygan;  Sebilla, 
wife  of  Fritz  Conrad,  also  of  Sheboygan; 
Anna,  who  married  Nick  Felden,  of  Milwau- 
kee; John,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Joe  Schible,  of  Sheboygan; 
an.d   Barbara,  now  Mrs.  Merkle. 

John  Sclimitz  was  reared  at  home,  and  at 
tlie  age  of  thirteen  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  cabinet-making  with  a  Mr.  Crocker,  of 
Sheboygan^  He  worked  for  him  three  years 
and  a  half,  and  then  one  year  at  Fond  du 
Lac.  He  was  working  at  his  trade  at  She- 
boygan when  the  war  broke  out. 

August  15,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  His 
war  record  is  an  honorable  one.  He  I'isked 
his  life  to  help  save  the  country  of  his  adop- 
tion, served  with  true  bravery  all  through 
that  sanguinary  struggle  so  meinonible  in  tlie 
annals  of  this  free  land  of  ours,  and  was  one 
of  the  victors  who  participated  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington.  At  one  time,  while 
helping  to  st(.irm  a  fort,  lie  was  wounded  in 
the  leg  by  a  Itayonet.  Among  the  important 
engagements  in  which  he  took  part  were  the 
battles  of  Chancellorsvilie,  Gettysburg,  Look- 
out Mountain,  etc.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  at  Milwaukee,  June  29,  1865. 

Returning  to  Sheboygan  aft^r  the  war  was 
over,  Mr.  Schmitz  again  engaged  in  work  at 
his  trade.  May  1,  1867,  he  moved  to  I^'ouii- 
tain  City.  Here  he  established  a  cabinet- 
making  business,  and  also  engacred  in  con- 
tracting and  building.  He  constructed  the 
Trempealeau  courthouse,  the  Concordia  Hall 
at  Alma,  and  a  number  of  other  large  build- 
ings. He  continued  this  business  until  1S89, 
when,  in  company  with  Paul  Mueller,  he 
purchased  the  Buffalo  County  RejnMikuner. 
This   partnership  continued    one   year,    after 


which  Mr.  Schmitz  sold  out  to  Mr.  Mueller. 
Since  then  he  has  not  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Schmitz  is  a  man  of  ability,  and 
in  his  various  enterprises  has  been  prospered, 
thereby  accumulating  a  good  property.  He 
has  held  several  positions  of  local  prominence 
and  trust;  was  Supervisor  two  terms,  from 
1888  to  1890,  and  has  also  served  twice  as 
Town  Trustee. 

Mr.  Schmitz  was  united  in  marriage.  Au- 
gust 15,  1865.  at  Sheboygan,  to  Sopliia, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Prigge.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  them,  six  are  living, 
namely:  Ida,  wife  of  Fritz  liehlmer.  Foun- 
tain City;  Anna,  wife  of  Robert  Schillinfr, 
Sheboygan ;  Mary,  Lena,  Johnmeda  and  Clara, 
at  home.  Mrs.  Schmitz  died  December  10, 
1886,  and  March  20,  1889,  Mr.  Schmitz 
wedded  Miss  Louise  Ganz,  a  native  of  Buf- 
falo county,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter, 
Fdna. 

Mr.  Schmitz  is  a  niendier  of  the  I.  ().  O. 
F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W..  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
and  the  German  Harmonia  Society.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Fire  Company.  In  politics  he 
is  Ret)ublican. 

3^ENRV  ROETTIGER.  May.ir  of 'Foun- 
^ml  '^^'"  ^''ty-  Wisconsin,  was  born  at  this 
Tglfe  place,  June  7,  1861.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  and  entei'prising  young  man.  and 
thus  far  in  life  has  met  with  more  than  oi'di- 
nary  success. 

His  parents,  Fritz  and  Dora  Roettiger,  are 
natives  of  Hanover,  Gei-many.  The  former, 
a  son  of  Fred  Roettiger,  was  born  October  4, 
1832,  and  the  latter  January  26,  1812.  They 
were  married  in  Fountain  ('ity.  in  1^58.  ancl 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  twoeliiMreu, 
Frerl  and  Henry.  The  father  is  a  tailor  by 
trade.      He  and    his    wife  are  still    livin<r  in 
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Fountain    City,    where    he    is    conducting  a 
furniture  store. 

Ilenrj  Koettiger  was  brought  up  in  his 
native  town,  attended  the  public  schools  and 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1879  he 
went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  studied  archi- 
tecture. Returning  home,  he  engaged  in 
work  with  his  uncle,  Henry  Roettiger.  In 
1883  lie  and  his  uncle  formed  aco-partnership, 
the  firm  name  being  Roettiger  &  Co.  Since 
1889  Mr.  Roettiger's  brother,  Fred,  has  been 
associated  with  them  in  business.  They  have 
a  mill  in  which  they  manufacture  almost 
everything  in  the  wood  line  needed  fur  their 
building  operations.  They  have  erected  the 
principal  buildings  that  have  been  constructed 
in  this  jiart  of  the  country  during  their  busi- 
ness career.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
the  courthouse  and  jail  at  Whitehall,  Trem- 
pealeau county,  and  the  courthouse  at  Alma, 
thef.ouring-mill  there,  and  the  Fountain  City 
lli-ewerv.  In  Clark  county  they  built  a  Lu- 
theran Church;  a  bank  building  in  Spring 
valley,  Minnesota,  and  a  church  edifice  in 
La  Crosse.  Besides  these  they  have  erected 
many  residences  in  Fountain  City  and  else- 
where. They  carry  on  a  furniture  business, 
are  stockholders  in  the  Fountain  City  Milling 
Company,  and  also  in  the  Fountain  City 
Brewing  Company. 

Mr.  Roettiger  has  held  several  local  po- 
sitions <if  trust,  such  as  ('lerk  and  Treasurer 
of  the  town;  and  in  the  spring  of  1891  was 
almost  unaniinonsly  chosen  for  Mayor,  which 
utKce  lie  is  uow  tilling  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  his  cuiistituents.  Ill  politics  he  is  a 
liepublican.  l'>y  hi>  knowledge  of  architec- 
ture and  the  close  attention  given  to  his 
occupation,  he  lias  built  up  a  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  business.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Uermania  Club  and  of  the  llarinonia 
Society. 

He  was  marrieil  at  Fountain  City,  Decem- 


ber 31,  1883,  to  Linda,  daughter  of  Fritz 
Thuemmel.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Elsie,  Alvin  and  !Norman.  Alvin 
died  in  April,  1890.  Mrs.  Roettiger  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


LLI  AM  II.  BLODGETT,  a  furniture 
dealer  and  undertaker  of  Whitehall, 
has  been  engaged  in  business  since 
1884,  succeding  L.  H.  Whitney,  but  which 
was  established  by  Nelson  Comstock  in  1874. 
Mr.  Blodgett  was  born  in  Beloit.  Wisconsin, 
December  29,  1844,  a  son  of  Franklin 
Blodgett,  who  settled  in  that  city  in  May  of 
the  same  year.  He  was  born  in  Maine,  in 
1810,  and  was  of  English  ancestry.  Three 
brothers  named  Blodgett  came  to  America 
previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  two  of 
whom  settled  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts, 
but  where  the  third  brother  settled  is  not 
known.  The  descendants  of  the  first  two 
became  very  numerous  in  Massachusetts  and 
Maine.  Franklin  Blodgett  married  Martha 
Taylor,  a  native  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 
After  coming  to  Wisconsin,  the  family  re- 
mained in  Beloit  but  a  short  time,  removintr 
thence  to  Baraboo,  and  later  to  the  State  of 
Iowa.  But  the  family  afterward  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  and  lived  for  a  time  at  Angelo, 
Monroe  county,  whence  they  removed  to 
Winona,  but  after  returning  again  to  Monroe 
county,  they  removed  to  Chatfield,  Minne- 
sota, in  1853.  There  the  family  lived  thir- 
teen years,  and  in  1866  went  to  Dunn  county, 
Wisconsin,  settling  near  Menomonie,  where 
the  father  died  in  1887,  the  mother  having 
died  in  Chatfield,  in  1859.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  but  only  four  of  the  family  are 
now  living,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
surviving  brother  of  our  subject,  Edwin,  is  a 
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resident  of  Meiionionie;  Jane,  the  eldest  of 
the  family,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wiggins,  of 
Fall  City,  Dunn  county;  Nina  is  the  wife  of 
William  llaprager,  of  Menomonie. 

William  II.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  en- 
listed in  Feliruarj,  1862,  in  Company  B, 
Fifth  Regiment,  Minnesota  Infantry.  This 
was  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  troulile- 
some  on  the  frontier,  anil  his  company  was 
sent  to  Fort  Ridgely,  Minnesota,  to  garrison 
that  fort  and  protect  the  inhabitants  against 
the  Indians.  This  fort  was  located  but 
eighteen  miles  from  New  Ulm,  the  scene  of 
the  terrible  massacre  in  1862.  As  soon  as 
information  reached  the  fur:  that  the  massa- 
cre of  the  inhabitants  had  begun,  a  part  of 
his  company,  including  himself,  started  at 
once  for  the  scene  of  trouble.  The  soldiers 
left  Fort  Ridgley  at  about  9  o'clock,  a.  m., 
and  marched  at  once  to  the  lower  agency  of 
the  Sioux,  where  they  arrived  at  about  1:30 
p.  M.  They  took  no  rations  with  them.  l)ut 
others  followed  from  the  fort  with  food,  over- 
taking them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  agency. 
The  Indians,  aware  of  thefr  coming,  had  re- 
solved to  form  an  ambush  for  the  soldiers. 
New  Ulm  and  Redwood  Agency,  it  will  be 
rememl)ered,  are  located  on  the  Minnesota 
river,  and  on  arriving  at  the  agency  an  Indian 
chief  was  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  standing  on  a  log,  and  his  appearance 
would  indicate  that  his  intentions  were 
friendly.  He  attempted  by  motions  and 
broken  English  to  induce  the  soldiers  to  go 
aboard  the  ferry-boat,  which  was  stationed  at 
that  place,  but  the  Indian  interpreter  who 
accompanied  the  soldiers  immediately  warned 
the  Captain  that  their  object  was  to  get  the 
soldiers  all  al)oard  the  boat,  and  while  they 
were  passing  to  the  other  side  the  savages 
would  have  them  at  their  mercy,  so  the  re- 
quest was  not  complieil  with.  Two  or  three 
soldiers,  however,  advanceil  to  the  river's  edge 


and  obtained  water  for  their  thirsty  com- 
panions. While  they  were  so  doing,  the 
Indian  chief,  who  had  evidently  concluded 
tliat  the  soldiers  were  suspici(.)us  of  their  in- 
tentions, at  once  gave  the  signal  for  attack, 
and  from  all  sides  a  furious  and  murderous 
lire  was  poured.  A  scene  of  confusion  and 
slaughter  at  once  followed,  the  soldiers  at 
once  discovering  that  they  were  surrounded  by 
many  times  their  number,  and  a  desperate 
effort  was  made  to  fight  theii'  way  clear  of 
the  Indians  and  get  back  to  the  fort.  Of  the 
forty-seven  soldiers  of  which  the  detachment 
Consisted,  twenty-three  were  killed  and  three 
others  badly  wounded.  Air.  IJlodgett  re- 
ceived a  gunshot  wound  in  the  first  fire,  the 
ball  entering  his  left  side,  between  the  two 
lower  ribs,  and  passing  through  the  body 
came  out  at  the  spine. 

The  final  escape  of  Mr.  Blodgett  and  his 
survival  of  the  terrible  wound  that  he  received 
are  among  the  most  remarkable  incidents  in 
the  history  of  Imlian  warfare.  When  the 
attack  began  it  at  once  became  evident  that 
the  soldiers  wei-e  surrounded  on  all  sides. 
Mr.  Blodgett,  on  being  shot,  fell  to  the 
ground,  but  quickly  got  upon  his  feet  and  ran 
for  shelter  to  the  house  of  the  ferryman;  but 
the  rattling  of  the  bullets  upon  the  building 
at  once  t()lil  him  that  his  place  of  hiding  was 
known  to  the  savages,  and  it  would  be  sure 
death  to  remain  there.  He  immediately  left 
the  building  and  running  back  presently  saw 
three  men  on  diflerent  sides  of  the  same  tree, 
endeavoring  to  dodge  the  bullets.  The  di- 
rection in  which  he  was  fleeing  was  toward 
these  men,  but  before  he  reached  them  all 
were  killed.  Observing  the  direction  from 
which  the  shot  came  that  killed  one  of  the 
three  soldiers,  he  cast  his  eye  in  that  direc- 
tion and  saw  an  Indian  hastily  reloading  his 
gun.  ^Ir.  Blodgett  had  thus  far  kc|it  |ios- 
session  of  his  own  frun,  which  he  imiucdiately 
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brouo-ht  to  bear  upon  tlie  savage  and  shot  him 
dead.  Quick  as  possible  he  reloaded  his  gun 
from  a  fallen  comrade's  ammunition  and 
continued  his  retreat.  He  presently  came 
upon  a  soldier  who  was  retreating  in  the 
same  direction  and  called  him  to  run  taster, 
hut  in  reply  to  the  command  he  showed 
liini  his  hand  which  had  been  badly  in- 
jured. Their  paths  here  slightly  di- 
verged, Mr.  Blodgett  going  to  the  right 
and  his  comrade  to  the  left,  and  hearing  a 
noise  as  though  pursued  the  former  dropped 
down  into  the  path  and  crawled  into  the 
bushes.  Two  Indians  immediately  passed  in 
pursuit,  almost  stepping  upon  him  as  they 
passed  in  their  eagerness,  and  soon  overtook 
the  soldier,  whom  they  tomahawked.  There 
Mr.  Blodgett  lay  in  the  bushes  in  pain,  and 
distinctly  heard  the  voices  of  tlie  Indians,  who 
lit  their  pipes  anil  sat  down  to  smoke  after 
the  brutal  murder  of  the  soldier. 

This  event  occurred  at  about  2  o'clock  r. 
SI.,  and  there  he  lay  until  dark,  when  he  made 
an  attempt  to  reach  the  fort.  But  the  night 
was  dark  and  the  ground  rough,  and  he  made 
but  little  headway.  He  came,  however,  to  a 
little  pond  or  lake  near  by  his  place  of  con- 
cealment, where  he  slaked  his  thirst  and  lay 
down  U])on  the  groumi.  The  next  mornimr 
he  again  started  for  the  fjrt,  ijut  again  nuide 
but  little  headway,  as  it  was'necessary  that  he 
should  keep  concealed  in  the  bushes,  as  sav- 
ages might  still  be  prowling  about.  At  dark 
he  had  made  but  f  lur  miles,  and  he  now 
ventured  in  tiic  road,  and  at  2  o'clock  at 
night  succeeded  in  reaching  the  fort,  and  all 
this  time  he  had  been  without  food. 

His  escape  was  certaiidy  a  most  remark- 
able one,  especially  taking  in  consideration 
the  severe  nature  of  the  wound.  The  bullet 
that  entered  liis  body,  lacerated  the  outlet  of 
the  stom.a'h  to  the  bowels,  and  for  fourteen 
days  nothing  that  was  taken  into  his  stomach 


passed  this  outlet  but  was  expelled  from  the 
stomach  through  the  opening  the  bullet  had 
made  through  his  body.  It  is  said  to  liave 
been  the  first  case  on  record  of  a  person  so 
wounded  recovering,  and  is  regarded  so  im- 
portant that  it  is  printed,  and  is  on  record  in 
the  Surgeon  General's  office.  United  States 
Army,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of 
the  Rebellion,  part  second,  surgical  volume, 
page  941.  This,  of  course,  ended  the  mili- 
tary career  of  Mr.  Blodgett,  which,  though 
brief,  was  a  most  remarkable  one.  His 
recovery,  which  was  thought  to  be  impos- 
sible, was  of  course  a  very  gradual  one, 
and  he  has  never  recovered  liis  former  con- 
dition. In  time  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpentry,  which  he  followed  until  1884,  but 
owing  to  physical  weakness  he  was  obliged 
to  give  it  up,  engaging  in  his  present  occu- 
pation. 

Mr.  J'lodgett  was  married  in  Eau  Claire, 
January  22, 1873,  to  Miss  Victoria  A.  Snoad, 
of  Kilbourn  City,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Harry  E.,  born  November  27,  1873.  They 
lost  a  son,  Clair,  born  July  10, 1878,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  days.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Gracie  M.,  born  May  8, 1884.  Mr. 
Blodgett  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  intel- 
gent  citizens  of  Whitehall,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  feai-ful  e.xperieuce  and  great  suffering 
he  has  endured  from  his  army  career,  is  one 
of  the  progressive  business  men  of  liis  town. 
Politically  he  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but 
is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  an  honored 
meuilierof  Winfield  Scott  Post,  at  Wiitehall. 

I^EY.  GEORGE  P.  DISSMORE,  of  Pigeon 

f^  township,  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
^^  West  Wisconsin.  He  was  born  at  Mar- 
blehead,   Massachusetts,   about   fifteen    miles 
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from  Boston,  Ueceniber  2,  1834,  a  son  of 
Thomas  Dissmore.  The  genealogy  of  tlie 
family  in  America  is  traced  back  to  two 
brothers  who  emigrated  with  their  families 
from  England  in  early  colonial  days.  One 
of  these  brothers  settled  at  Marblehead.  and 
tlie  other  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  JNew 
Hampshire,  and  onr  snbject  is  descended 
from  the  former.  The  descendants  of  the 
latter,  who  are  now  scattered  over  varions 
parts  of  the  Union,  spell  their  name  Dens- 
more,  but  the  original  orthography  of  the 
name  is  Dissmoi'e.  The  exact  time  of  the 
coming  from  England  of  the  two  brothers 
above  mentioned  is  not  exactly  known,  though 
at  least  200  years  must  have  elapsed  since 
then,  as  the  name  appears  in  the  early  colonial 
history  of  the  New  England  colonies.  The 
paternal  ancestry  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  seafaring  men,  his  grandfather  having 
followed  the  sea  for  fifty  years,  as  did  all  his 
sons  except  Thomas,  the  father  of  onr  sub- 
ject. Thomas  Dissmore  married  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, also  of  Marblehead,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1857  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Wisconsin,  settling  in  what  is  now  Juneau 
county,  where  tlie  family  lived  for  al)out  four- 
teen years.  They  then  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  and  lived  until  1890,  when  the  father 
went  to  Barren  county  to  reside  with  his 
youngest  son.  The  mother  died  when  our 
snbject  was  i)ut  five  years  old,  and  the  father 
afterward  remarried,  and  with  his  wife  now 
lives  in  Barron  county,  both  having' attained 
to  advanced  age.  George  P.  is  the  only  sur- 
viving child  (^  his  mother;  a  sister  died  in 
early  life.  Two  sons  and  a  daughter  were 
born  by  the  second  marriage  of  tlie  t'atlier, — 
Tiiomas,  deceased;  Martha,  the  widow  of 
Kev.  E.  D.  Barbour,  of  Barron  county.  Wis- 
consin, and  Benjamin,  the  youngest. 

Rev.  George  P.  Dissmore  w-as  educated  in 
his  native  State,  and  accompanied   his  father 


West  in  1S57.  The  latter  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  but  engaged  in  farming  after 
coming  West.  Our  subject  was  engaged  in 
teaching  most  of  the  time  in  early  life,  and 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  united  with  the 
church,  aiul  has  been  engaged  in  the  ministry 
since  early  manhood.  He  preached  for  three 
years  in  the  village  of  Warner,  Juneau 
cnuiity,  and  later  in  Vernon  county  for  one 
and  a  half  years,  and  has  lieen  ]iastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Whitehall  for  more 
than  twenty-tivu  years,  though  the  churcli 
has  had  other  pastors  for  short  terms.  Mr. 
Dissmore  was  ordained  in  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Mauston  in  1859.  He  now  resides  on 
section  8,  townsliip  22  north,  range  7  west, 
wiiere  he  has  lived  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
having  secui-ed  the  land  that  comprises  his 
fine  farm  of  160  acres  under  tlie  homestead 
law.  He  is  eminently  a  pioneer  of  Trem- 
pealeau county,  having  helped  to  oi-ganize 
Pigeon  township,  and  was  its  tirst  Town 
Clerk. 

He  was  married  in  1859  in  Juneau  county, 
just  before  his  ordination  to  the  ministry,  to 
Mary  E.  Rogers,  a  daughter  of  Reuben 
Rogers,  who  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Wisconsin  when  the  latter  was  a  Territory. 
His  final  settlement  was  at  Mauston,  where 
he  lived  until  death.  Mi-s.  Rogers  is  in 
the  ninth  generation  of  descent  from  John 
Rogers,  who  was  burnecl  at  the  stake  at 
Smithtield,  England.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diss- 
more have  ten  children,  two  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  They  have  lost  two  sons,  one  by 
accidental  drowning,  and  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. Rev.  Dissmore  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Trempealeau  county,  where 
he  has  lived  so  many  years.  He  is  u  man  of 
great  energy  and  force  of  cliaracter,  and 
while  he  has  Ijeen  all  !;is  life  successfully 
outraged  in  the  ministry  he  has  also  idcared 
and  developed  a  tine  farm,  on  which    he   and 
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his  family  reside.  As  a  minister  he  is 
earnest  and  impressive,  and  has  hihored 
faithfully  all  his  life  to  make  men  and 
women  both  better  through  the  influence  of 
the  gospel.  lie  is  respected  and  esteemed 
also  as  a  progressive  and  enterprising  citizen. 


^mEXRY  TECKEMBURG,  one  of  theold 


w(l  City,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  the  duke- 
dom of  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  Feh- 
rutiry  10, 1827.  His  father.  Clans  Teckemburg, 
was  a  son  of  Frederick  Teckemburg,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  his  mother  was  nee 
Margai'etta  Schlichtiiig.  They  had  a  family 
of  nine  children,  namely:  Frederick,  Ah- 
rand,  Henrick  F.,  Henry,  William,  Rudolph, 
Johannas,  Eugene,  Louise,  now  Mrs.  Uter- 
moehl,  of  Fountain  City.  All  are  living  ex- 
cept Frederick,  Ahrand,  Rudolph,  Johannas 
and  Eugene. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at 
home,  attended  school  until  he  was  fifteen, 
and  then  entered  upon  a  five  years'  appren- 
ticeship to  tlie  mercantile  business  at  Liibeck. 
After  his  term  of  apprenticeship  had  expired, 
he  clerkeil  for  several  years,  tlius  aC(]uirin(T  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring 
of  1852,  landing  in  New  York  city  and  from 
thence  coming  West  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  In 
the  spring  of  1S53  he  stai-ted  for  La  Crosse, 
where  lie  opened  a  store  and  conducted  it 
until  fall.  Then  he  moved  his  business  up 
to  Holmes  Landing,  now  Fountain  City,  and 
opened  the  first  store  in  the  place.  On  the 
first  night  after  he  landed  with  his  goods  he 
slept  by  them,  anrl  in  the  morning  he  was 
awakened  by  a  great  puw-wow  from  a  num- 
ber of  Indians  who  had  gathered  anumd  him. 
He  could  not  speak  the  Indian  language,  and 


naturally  thought  they  meant  him  harm.  He 
sent  for  Goerke,  who  had  been  with  the  In- 
dians and  who  explained  matters  to  him. 
The  red  men  only  wanted  to  greet  him  and 
buy  goods.  His  trade  was  good  from  the 
first,  and  rapidly  increased.  In  1855  he 
erected  a  brick  store,  which  was  burned  in 
1878.  The  same  year  he  erected  his  present 
building.  In  1857  he  sold  his  goods  to  R.  W. 
Feigle,  and,  in  company  with  August  Finkle- 
burg,  started  a  sawmill  near  the  river  at  the 
foot  of  Hill  street.  This  was  the  second 
sawmill  in  the  county.  They  operated  it  one 
year.  In  1859  he  took  the  machinery  further 
north  and  erected  another  mill,  wliich  he  ran 
about  a  year,  after  which  he  sold  out.  This 
mill  was  burned  down  sometime  in  the  '80s. 
He  opened  his  mercantile  business  again,  in 
1859,  across  the  street  from  his  old  stand. 
He  had  traded  his  store  property  to  Mr. 
Finkleburg  for  his  interest  in  the  sawmill  at 
the  time  he  moved  it  north.  About  1870  he 
bought  the  building  and  moved  his  goods 
over  into  it.  In  1872  he  sold  out  to  Carisch 
I'ros.  He  then  operated  in  wheat,  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  land  he  had  pur- 
chased just  above  the  city  in  1859.  In  1879 
he  again  returned  to  the  mei'cantile  business. 
That  year  he  also  bought  the  Bishop  sawmill 
below  town,  and  ran  it  until  1885.  He  has 
carried  on  his  mercantile  business  continu- 
ously since. 

Mr.  Teckembui-g  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Fountain  City  Brewing  Company  and  also  in 
the  Fountain  City  Milling  Company.  At 
one  time  he  held  the  position  of  County  Clerk; 
also  served  in  other  offices  of  local  promin- 
ence and  trust.  Not  at  any  time,  however, 
has  he  sought  office,  and  has  only  served 
when  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  do  so. 

He  was  married,  June  27,  185-4,  at  Foun- 
tain City,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Hans  J. 
and  Barbara  (Meyer)  Kalun,  natives  of  Swit- 
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zerland.  A  record  of  the  eleven  children 
l)orn  to  them  is  as  follows:  Teckla,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1855,  died  January  2,  1850;  Gus- 
tave  A.,  born  August  19,  1850,  died  August 
25,  1857;  Gustave  H.,  born  Marcli  13,  1858, 
died  October  8,  1859;  August,  born  October 
1,  1859,  died  October  9,  1859;  Edwin,  born 
December  3,  1860;  Emma,  born  September 
5,  1862,  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Voejijeli; 
Matilda,  born  August  17,  1864,  died  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1891;  Ilenrj,  born  September  28, 
1860.  died  July  19,  1868;  Albert,  born 
March  7,  1809;  Laura,  born  January  25,  | 
1871,  died  December  17,  1872;  Flora,  born 
May  6,  1873. 

Mr.  Teckemburg  is  a  man  who  stands 
high  in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
resided.      In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

fOHN  O.  MELBY  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing business  at  Whiteliall,  Wisconsin,  in 
1888,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The 
seventh  semi-annual  report  made  to  the  State 
Treasurer,  January  -t,  1892,  is  as  follows: 
Resources:  Loans  and  discounts,  §60,679.56; 
tax  certificates,  §618.14;  overdrafts,  §73.02; 
specie,  §2.486.55;  cash  items,  §20.72;  bank 
fixtures,  §891.05;  United  States  National 
Bank  notes,  §1,099.00;  due  from  banks,  §15, - 
911.91;  total,  §81,780.55.  Liabilities:  Cap- 
ital. §10,000.00;  surplus,  §4,700.00;  deposits, 
§67,080.55;  total,  §81,780.55.  Tlie  corre- 
spondents of  this  bank  are:  Second  National 
Bank,  Winona;  La  Crosse  National  Bank,  La 
Crosse;  Metrojjolitan  National  Bank,  Chi- 
cago; National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  New 
York,  and  N.  A.  Andresen  &  Co.,  Christi- 
ania.  A  bank  was  established  at  this  place 
in  1878  by  Messrs.  Allen  &  Son,  but  con- 
tinued only  one  year. 

Mr.  Mel  by  was    born  at  Askiin,   Norway, 


October  15,  1845,  was  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869. 
His  father,  now  deceased,  was  never  in  this 
country,  and  the  mother  still  lives  amomr  the 
pine-clad  hills  of  her  own  land.  On  coming 
to  America  Mr.  Alelby  went  to  Omaha,  Nc- 
braska,  but  a  few  months  later  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870  he 
moved  to  Ettrick,  Trempealeau  county,  Wis- 
consin. There  lie  worked  in  the  store  of 
Iver  Pederson  for  nearly  ti\e  years,  during 
which  time  he  held  the  office  of  Town  Treas- 
urer four  years,  and  in  conipanj  with  his 
employer  purchased  the  gristmill  at  that 
])lace.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  was  elected 
Register  of  Deeds  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1875  he  sold  his  milling 
interests  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Peterson.  He 
held  the  office  of  Registrar  of  Deeds  continu- 
ously for  twelve  years,  and  on  retirino-  from 
the  office  was  succeeded  liy  the  present  in- 
cumbent, Simon  Olson.  Fi-om  July,  1887, 
to  July,  1888,  Mr.  Melljy  was  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Galesville,  Wisconsin. 

In  1875  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at 
Ettrick,  to  Miss  Jennie  L.  IJeach,  daughter 
of  Charles  G.  Beach.  The  father  came  with 
his  family  from  Vermont  to  Trempealeau 
county  in  1866.  The  mother  is  now  deceased, 
and  the  father  resides  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Melby.  After  a  year  in  the  Bank  of 
Galesville,  as  already  stated,  Mr  Melby  re- 
solved to  make  a  \isit  to  his  native  land,  and 
spent  three  months  of  the  summer  of  ISSS 
in  the  land  of  his  childhood,  \-isiting  the 
scenes  of  his  earlier  days  aiid  the  friends  and 
kindred  whom  he  had  left  many  years  before. 
After  a  pleasant  visit  in  Europe  he  re-juined 
his  family  in  Vermont,  whither  lie  hail 
accompanied  them  Ijefore  starting  on  his 
journey  al)road. 

Mr.  ^lelby  and  his  brother  .Vnton,  em- 
ployed in   the   bank  as  cashier,  are  the  oidy 
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members  of  the  family  in  America.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Melby  liave  three  chihlren,  two 
daughters  and  a  son:  Kittie,  Charles  and 
]\rary.  Onr  siitiject  is  one  of  the  successful 
husiiiess  men  of  Trempealeau  county,  owns 
inucli  valuaf)le  real  estate,  and  has  been  a 
stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Galesville  since 
its  organization.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  at 
Whitehall,  "Wisconsin.  Cordial  and  genial 
in  his  disposition,  fair  and  honoral)le  in  his 
dealings,  lie  commands  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens. 


tON.  JOHN  J.  SENX,  a  resident  of 
Fountain  City,  \Yisconsin,  and  one  of 
the  old  pioneers  of  Buffalo  county,  was 
born  in  Canton  St.  Callen,  Switzerland,  March 
28,  182S.  His  parents,  John  J.  and  Kathe- 
rina  (Graesli)  Senn,  were  natives  of  Switzer- 
land, the  former  born  in  May,  1798,  and  the 
latter  January  1,  1800.  Grandfather  Senn 
was  named  Jacol).  John  J.  Senn,  Sr.,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  emigi-ated  to  the 
United  States  in  1854,  two  years  subsequent 
to  the  coming  of  his  son. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  be- 
neath the  parental  roof,  receiving  the  advan- 
tages of  a  common-school  education.  Ho 
learned  the  trade  of  weaving  and  dying,  and 
followed  that  business  up  ro  the  time  of  his 
emigration.  He  sailed  from  Havre  de 
Grace  for  New  Orleans' on  board  the  good 
ship  Iiobert  Kelley, landing  in  the  latter  city 
November  9,  1852,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  of  dyeing.  Three  months  later  he  went 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  worked  at  a  branch  of 
the  dyeing  trade  three  months.  The  next  two 
years  he  spent  at  Galena,  Illinois,  working 
in  the  mines  in  winter  and  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  summer.  His  next  mijve  was  to 
Fountain   City,  landing   here    May  19.  1855. 


It  was  about  that  time  that  the  name  was 
changed  from  Holmes  Landing  to  Fountain 
City.  Mr.  Senn  worked  at  whatever  employ- 
ment he  could  obtain  in  tlie  new  town  until 
the  fall  of  1S5S.  He  then  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Eagle  Mills,  now  known  as  Mil- 
ton, and  taught  there  and  in  the  towns  of 
Belvidere  and  Fountain  City  until  the  spring 
of  1863,  when  he  took  up  painting  and  fol- 
lowed it  until  he  entered  the  war.  He  enlisted 
September  3,  1864,  at  Fountain  City,  in 
Company  F.,  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry; 
spent  three  weeks  at  Camp  Randall,  Wiscon- 
sin, from  whence  they  were  ordered  to  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas.  He  was  placed  in  detached 
service  in  General  Solomon's  brigade  band. 
He  had  had  some  experience  in  military  serv- 
ice while  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  republic  of 
Switzerland,  where  he  was  a  Imgler.  In  the 
latter  part  of  January,  1865,  he  went  on  an 
expedition  with  his  command  through 
Arkansas. 

After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
June  3,  1865,  he  returned  home  and  again 
engaged  in  painting.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans 
and  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer, 
which  jiosition  he  held  for  one  term.  He 
was  a  candidate  in  1867.  but  was  defeated. 
In  1869,  however,  he  was  again  elected, 
serving  one  term.  After  his  time  ex- 
pired, he  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  continued.  In 
1874  he  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers 
of  the  Fountain  City  Mutual  Farmers'  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  whicli  organization  was 
perfected  May  16,  1874.  He  was  chosen 
secretary  of  the  company,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  since  acted,  also  being  the  principal 
agent.  Besiiles  attending  to  their  rapidly 
increasing  business,  he  is  also  agent  for  some 
foreign  companies.  He  has  held  various 
local  offices;  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  con- 
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ventions  in  1872  and  1878;  was  elected  a 
ineinlier  of  tlic  General  Assembly  liy  tiie 
Repiihliean  party  in  1876,  and  again  in  1877. 

Mr.  Senn  was  married  at  Belvidere,  May 
8,  1801.  to  Elsbeth  Weibel.  The  three  cliil- 
dren  born  to  them  are:  Amanda,  Lanra,  who 
died  June  29,  1888.  and  Emil,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 23,  1871. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  ().  (J.  W., 
Lodge  No.  13,  Fountain  City;  also  of  Peter 
AVeber  Post,  No.  257,  G.  A.'r.,  of  which  he 
is  adjutant. 


fOIIN  COMSTOCK  GAVENEY,  of 
Arcadia,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law, 
is  the  only  surviving  son  of  James  Gave- 
iiey,  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the  early,  well- 
known  settlers  of  Trempealeau  county. 

James  Gaveney  was  born  at  Bally  Bay, 
county  Monaglian,  Ireband.  He  lost  his 
parents  in  early  life,  and  about  the  time  he 
reached  his  majority  he  went  to  Dublin,  and 
was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  police 
force  of  that  city.  In  1848  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  going  first  to  Mineral  Point, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  for  ;:  time  engaged 
in  lead  mining.  In  1852,  when  the  excite- 
ment attending  the  gold  discovery  in  Cali- 
fornia was  at  its  height,  he  joined  Captain 
Sublette's  company  and  crossed  the  plains  to 
the  Pacitie  coast.  His  first  location  in  tliat 
State  was  at  French  Corral,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  was  afterward  at  Forest 
City  about  four  years.  While  at  the  former 
place  Mr.  Gaveney  formed  tiie  acquaintance 
of  Noah  Comstock,  another  pioneer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  the  circumstance  attending  the  making  of 
this  acquaintance  was  indeed  peculiar.  It 
appears  that  a  dispute  arose  between  them  as 
to  the  title  of  a  certain   claim  which    grew    so 


violent  in  its  ciiaracter  that  revolvers  were 
di-awii,  and  the  (piarrel  seemed  likely  to  ter- 
minate seriously  ti)  line  oi-  biitli  iif  the  pui'tii's. 
But  liettcr  counsels  [irevailed,  and  they 
agreed  to  work  the  claim  in  partnership.  As 
these  gentlemen  came  to  know  each  other 
better,  and  to  appreciate  each  otlier's  better 
qualities,  a  friendship  was  formed  whicli  only 
ceased  with  death.  Tlieir  attach tnent  was 
ever  a  subject  of  remark. 

Mr.  Gaveney  returned  from  {!aliornia  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  came  to  Trem|)eaieau 
county  from  Mineral  Point  in  1S57;  he  tii'st 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  wliich  forms  a 
part  of  the  present  homestead  of  the  family, 
and  he  afterward  increased  liis  possesions  un- 
til he  owned  man\'  hundred  acres.  His  life 
was  devoted  mainly  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  he  was  ever  a  well-known  and  influential 
citizen.  In  1879.  in  company  with  Mr. 
Comstock,  he  bought  th.e  Indepemience  Mill 
at  Independence,  where  they  did  quite  an  ex- 
tensive business;  their  output  averaged  aboiit 
$60,000  per  annum.  They  were  also 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  tlie 
same  place.  Personally  Mr.  Gaveney  was  a 
man  of  more  than  average  physical  strength, 
and  possessed  groat  will  power.  He  was 
prominent  in  whatever  tended  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived,  and  possessed  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  was  a  Republican,  but  not  a  seeker 
for  otHcial  place,  though  he  accepted  a  number 
of  local  offices,  including  that  of  chairman  of 
Ins  township.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
in  June,  1876.  and  served  until  July.  1885. 
when  he  resigned.  He  was  a  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  21,  1889,  the  community  was  bereft  of 
one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens.  He  left  be- 
hind him  a  record  worthy  of  preservation  in 
the  annals  of  his   county. 
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He  was  married  in  Arcadia,  to  Maria 
JMartha  Briggs,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Three 
chililren  were  born  of  this  union,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Charles,  the  eldest,  was  born 
May  27,  1861,  and  died  December  5,  1889; 
John  C.  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  and 
the  only  daughter,  Mamie,  died  in  1879,  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years.  The  mother  still  re- 
sides at  the  pleasant  homestead  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Arcadia. 

John  Comstock  Gaveney  was  born  in 
Arcadia.  June  30,  1863.  He  graduated  in 
the  general  science  course  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  University  at  Madison,  in  1885,  and 
from  the  law  department  of  the  university  in 
1888.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  the  city  of  Milwaul^ee,  out  a  short 
time  afterward  accepted  a  position  from  J.  O. 
Raymond,  of  Stevens'  Point,  to  form  a  part- 
nership with  that  gentleman,  at  that  place. 
After  the  death  of  his  brother  in  1889,  cir- 
cumstances compelled  Mr.  Gaveney  to  with- 
draw from  that  partnership,  and  to  return  to 
Arcadia  to  manage  the  estate  of  his  father, 
and  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the 
jiractice  of  his  pnifession.  His  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Isadore  D.  Webster,  a  step- 
daughter of  Judge  Keys,  of  Madison.  Mr. 
Gaveney  is  a  man  of  superior  mental  attain- 
ments, and  possesses  much  ability  as  alawyer. 

tEV.  H  KRMANX  JOSEPH  UNTRAUT 
is  the  present  pastor  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  Arcadia,  which  is  designated 
as  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help.  The  first  services  of  the  Catiiolic 
Church  in  Ai'cadia  or  vicinity  were  con 
ducted  liy  the  Rev.  Florentine,  and  held 
at  the  residence  of  Nicholas  Meyer,  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the  present 
church  in  Arcadia,  in  1867.     Father  Floren- 


tine was  a  missionary,  his  liome  having  been 
at  Pine  Creek.  He  officiated  but  a  few 
times,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Klayber; 
next  came  Rev.  Theodore,  who  resided  at 
Pine  (h'eek.  He  began  the  building  of  a 
church  in  Meyer's  valley,  which  was  finished 
in  1869,  and  in  which  Father  Tiieodore  held 
the  first  mass.  Later  Rev.  Ludwig  Lay,  of 
Waumandee,  attended  that  chui'ch  until 
1875;  next  Father  Beau  attended  mass  at 
this  church;  later,  in  1875,  Rev.  Albert 
Mendl  became  resident  pastor  at  Glencoe, 
Buffalo  county,  and  attended  Meyer's  Valley 
Church  monthly.  January  1,  1885,  the  new 
church  in  the  village  of  Arcadia  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  first  mass  was  held  by  Rev. 
Bernhardt  Klein,  of  Glencoe.  At  this  time 
services  were  discontinued  in  Meyer's  valley. 
Later  Rev.  William  Weckes  attended  the 
Arcadian  church  until  April,  1888,  when  the 
Rev.  Hermann  Joseph  L^ntrant  became  the 
first  resident  priest.  LTnder  his  auspices 
much  progress  has  been  made,  the  school 
house  and  parsonage  having  been  erected  and 
other  improvements  consummated.  The 
congregation  now  numbers  seventy-two  fam- 
ilies, and  118  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the 
school  dui-ing  the  last  year,  which  is  known 
as  the  school  of  St.  Aloysius. 

Father  Untraut  was  born  in  Germany  July 
28,  1851,  and  was  educated  at  Eichstaedt, 
Bavaria.  He  came  to  America  in  June, 
1882,  and  was  ordaineil  at  La  Crosse  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year.  He  was  assistant  priest 
at  Cliippewa  Falls  about  live  months  after 
his  ordination,  to  Father  Goldsmith,  and  then 
became  first  resident  priest  at  Edson,  Chip- 
pewa county,  where  he  remained  five  years, 
until  he  came  to  Arcadia.  Among  the  early 
settlers  who  were  prominent  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  Arcadia,  were  Nicholas  and 
Casper  Meyer,  and  Frank  and  Charles  Zeller; 
Peter  Meyers  came  in    1864,   and    Christian 
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and  John  Hoenes  in  1867.  The  above  men- 
tioned gentlemen  are  all  still  i-esitients  uf 
Areadia  township,  and  are  active  in  proniut- 
ing  the  interests  of  the  church. 

fACOB  CONRAD,  one  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  Gale  township,  resides  on 
on  section  26,  where  he  settled  in  1867. 
lie  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  township, 
having  resided  here  since  1854,  having  at 
tliat  time  settled  on  section  2S,  on  a  farm 
where  no  improvements  iiad  been  made. 
There  lie  made  a  pleasant  home,  and  resided 
for  thirteen  years.  He  bought  his  present 
farm  of  George  Brown,  of  Gale  township. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  born  in  Hessen- Darm- 
stadt, Germaiiy,  in  1821,  the  son  of  Peter 
Conrad,  who  died  in  his  native  country 
many  years  ago.  In  1849  Mr.  Jacob  Conrad 
came  to  America,  and  after  landing  in  New 
York  he  went  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  mason, 
which  he  had  learned  in  his  native  countrv. 
In  1851  he  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhelmina, 
daughter  of  William  Niemaier.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  went  to  Fort 
Madison,  Iowa,  and  in  1854  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county,  he  having  been  the  only  one 
of  his  father's  family  who  came  to  America. 
Mrs.  Conrad's  mother  died  in  Germany,  and 
in  1845  her  father  came  to  America  with  his 
only  son,  Christian.  He  remained  in  Mary- 
land about  eight  years,  and  then  went  to  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  and  in  1854  came  to  Trempea- 
leau county,  locating  on  section  28,  Gale 
township,  on  the  farm  above  mentioned  as 
having  been  the  former  residence  of  Mr.  Con- 
rad. Mr.  Niemaier  died  in  this  township, 
August  2,  l«r.2.  Mrs.  Conrad,  the  only 
daughter  of  her  parents,  came  to  America 
two  years  after  her  father  and   brother,   but 


the  two  families  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  tooetiier  fi-om  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mr^^. 
Conrad  have  seven  children,  one  son  and  six 
daughters,  namely:  i.oiiisa.  wife  of  William 
1  onng,  of  La  Crosse  cnunty;  Julia,  wife  of 
Thomas  Hardie,  of  Gale  township;  Mary,  wife 
of  Harrison  Young,  of  La  Crosse  county; 
Frank  W.,  their  only  son;  Augusta  W.,  the 
wife  of  John  L.  Stellpflug,  resides  in  La 
Crosse  county;  Anna  M.,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Powell,  of  North  La  Crosse;  Katheriiie,  tlic 
youngest  of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of  ()s<-ar 
Mai-shall,  of  Jackson  county.  Fraid<  W. 
Conrad  married  Wilhelmina  Genskc,  dauLi'li- 
ter  of  Christian  Genske,  who  came  with  his 
family  to  Walworth  county  in  1867,  but  is 
now  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  county.  Wil- 
helmina was  liorn  on  the  ocean  during  the 
passage  of  the  family  to  America,  January 
28,  1867.  They  have  one  son,  Henry,  born 
September  26,  1886.  Frank  and  his  family 
now  reside  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Conrad  are  among  the 
pioneers  of  Trempealeau  county,  and  are 
numbered  among  its  most  esteemed  and  sul)- 
stantial  citizens.  They  have  a  pleasant  home, 
are  possessed  of  a  competency,  which  is  the 
result  of  their  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, and  here  they  have  resided  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-seven  years,  and  expect  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  fruits  of  their  labor  and  in- 
dustry. 


fIDF:LIS  GEHRLICH,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  Fountain 
.p  City,  Wisconsin,  was  horn  in  (Galena, 
Illinois,  June  25,  1860.  His  parents.  August 
and  Barbara  (Apple)  (iehrlich,  were  natives 
*of  Bavaria,  the  former  born  December  10, 
1829,  and  the    latter,    April    8,  Ibll.      Mrs. 
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Gehrlich  was  lir*t  married  to  Joseph  Gehr- 
lich.  lirother  of  August,  wlio  was  drowned  in 
the  Yellow  Eiver  some  time  in  the  fifties. 
Aiifrnst  Gehrlich  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  wlien  he  was  three  years  old. 
Tliey  settled  on  a  farm  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
wliere  he  was  reared.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  tailor,  and  afterward  that  of  painter. 
When  a  yonng  man  he  located  in  Galena, 
Illinois,  and  was  there  married  to  Barbara 
Apple.  At  that  place  he  was  engaged  in 
painting.  In  1866  he  moved  to  Fountain 
City,  and  was  employed  in  the  same  business 
there  for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  1880. 
After  that  he  lived  successively  in  Wanman- 
dee.  Alma,  St.  Paul,  New  Orleans,  Dnluiqne, 
and  again  in  Fountain  City,  much  of  the 
time  being  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  saloon 
business.  While  at  St.  Paul  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  who  died  January 
27,  1887.  In  March,  1891,  Mr.  Gehrlich 
went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  is  now 
livinj^.  He  and  his  wife  liad  a  large  family 
of  children,  as  folh.iws:  Fre<l  August,  horn 
July  3,  1856:  Carrie,  May  10,  1858;  Fidelis, 
June  25,  1861;  Lud.  AVilhebald,  June  15, 
1862;  George  Ilenry,  May  10,  1866;  Emma 
Elizabeth,  May  10,  1868;  Lena,  August  26, 
1870;  John  Elmer,  September  28,  1874; 
Alfred  Isadore,  September  23,  1876;  Elenora, 
September,  1878;  John  Heni-y,  September 
30,  1880. 

Fidelis  left  home  when  he  was  tive  years 
old.  went  to  DulMKpie  and  lived  with  his 
uncle  iibdut  six  years.  He  tlien  returned  to 
Fountain  City,  and  attended  school  and 
assisted  his  father  until  he  was  seventeen. 
At  that  time  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the 
black.smith  trade  with  Martin  Feuerhuk,  and 
remained  with  him  four  years.  After  finish- 
ing his  trade,  he  went  into  the  lumber  district 
and  was  employed  in  smithing  f(Ji' lumbermen, 
In  1881  he  went  to  Chicago;   was  in   the  em- 


ploy of  Reid.  Murdoch  &  Fisher,  wholesale 
grocers,  about  nine  months;  and  worked  in 
Hiram  Sibley's  seed  store  eight  months.  In 
1883  he  returned  to  Fountain  City,  and  in 
1889,  in  partnership  with  Christopher  Nei- 
mann,  took  charge  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  which 
they  liave  since  conducted.  In  connection 
with  it  they  also  do  a  livery  business.  This 
hotel  is  a  popular  resort.  Guests  receive 
prompt  and  kind  attention,  and  always  have 
a  good  table  and  fine  service. 

Mr.  Gehrlich  was  married.  May  12,  1884, 
to  Anna,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Dora 
(Pfosi)  Nick.  Her  parents  are  residents  of 
Fountain  City.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehrlich,  namely:  Ma- 
bel, bom  October  23,  1885.  died  October  23, 
1887;  George,  born  January  12,  1887,  died 
January  27,  1887;  and  Myrtle  Matilda,  born 
April  19,  1889. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Sharpshooter 
Rifle  Club,  the  Harmonia  Society,  the  Foun- 
tain City  Fire  Comany.  Liberty  No.  1,  and 
the  Gun  Club.     Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

f  FORGE  BROWN  resides  on  section 
31,  Gale  township,  which  place  he  pur- 
chased in  1867  of  Walter  Irvine,  who 
made  the  first  improvements.  Mr.  Brown 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  Vermont,  April 
21,  1831,  the  son  of  Benjamin  Brown,  a 
native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  as  was 
jirobably  the  grandfather  also.  Benjamin 
Brown  married  Bessie  Huntley,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Huntley,  who 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  continued  to  live  in  Vermont 
until  their  death.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  ciiildi'en,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Harris,  resides  in  Boston. 
The  second  son,  Oi-amel,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
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Union  army  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
died  in  the  service.  Adeline,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, never  married,  and  when  last  heard  from 
was  residing  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 

George  JJrown,  the  youngest  ot  the  family, 
came  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1854, 
where  he  remained  one  yeai-,  and  then  came 
to  Trempealeau  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

He  was  married  October  7,  1859,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Irvine,  a  daughter  of  John  Irvine,  a 
pioneer  of  this  county,  a  sketch  of  whom 
is  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  IJrowu 
was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1839.  They  have 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  viz.: 
Bessie,  a  teacher  by  occupation;  Alice,  now 
Mrs.  Dick;  and  George  I.,  born  January  3, 
1873.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  among  the 
well-known  early  settlers  of  Gale  township, 
and  have  a  pleasant  home  on  the  beautiful 
Decora  Prairie,  where  they  are  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  of  life,  the  I'esult  of  their 
own  industry.  The}'  have  lived  on  thisplace 
since  1867,  having  formerly  resided  on  sec- 
tion 2(5,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jacob 
Conrad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  among  the 
well-known  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Gale 
township,  where  they  have  lived  so  long. 


fOSHUA  BHODES,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Wisconsin,  resides  on  section  12,  in 
the  town  of  Caledonia,  Trempealeau 
county,  where  he  settled  in  J.854.  But  he 
came  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  in  the 
spring  of  1842.  He  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  March  21,  1827. 

In  1842  the  family,  consisting  of  parents 
and  eisht  children,  emigrated  to  America 
and  at  once  located  in  the  town  of  Brighton, 
in  what  is  now  Kenosha  county,  but  then  a 
part  of  Racine  county,  ou  Government  land, 


which  they  improved  and  made  of  it  a  home, 
and  there  the  parents  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  father  was  born  Septem- 
ber 20, 1793,  and  died  February  3,  ISGl.  The 
mother  was  born  April  1,  ISOO,  and  died 
February  29,  1872.  Of  the  nine  children  of 
Abraham  Rhodes  and  wife  live  are  living. 
The  eldest,  John,  came  Ut  Racine  county 
from  the  State  of  New  York  with  the  rest  of 
the  family  in  1842,  and  to  Treinj)ealeau 
I  county  in  1855. 

At  al)out  twenty-three  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Joshua  Rhodes  left  tiie  homestead  and  made 
a  settlement  near  Montello  in  Manjuette 
county,  where  he  lived  till  1858,  when  he 
sold  and  purcliased  his  present  place  in  1854. 

He  was  married  February  1,  1857,  to  Miss 
Susan  E.  Stevens,  born  in  Xewburg,  Ver- 
mont, November  11,  1834,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Stevens,  early  settlers 
of  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  lived  until  death.  Mr.  Rhodes 
was  bereft  of  his  wife  by  death  January  14, 
1890.  He  has  six  children:  Mary  A.,  Ida 
J.,  Henry  A.,  Albert  J.,  Willie  and  Charles 
C.  He  lost  two  children:  Byron  S.,  at  tlie 
age  of  nineteen  years,  and  Cora,  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

ILSON    DAVIS,    proprietor    of    the 

flouring  mill  at  Galesville,  was  born 

L^iW^    in    St.  Genevieve   county,   Missouri, 

in  1827.      His  father,  Timothy  Davis,  was  a 

'  native  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.      In  1838 

he    removed    with   his   family   to    Dubuque, 

I  Iowa.     He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  dealt 

largely  in  real  estate,   milling  interests  and 

merchandising.      He  finally  removed  to  Elka- 

der,   Iowa,   where  he  erected  a  tine  mill   and 

'  where  he  resided  until  his  death.      lie  was  a 
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man  of  much  ability  ;.nd  well  known  in  the 
early  history  of  Iowa.  lie  and  wife  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daiiij;hters.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  and  a  sister  are  the  only 
surviving  members  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Davis"  principal  occupation  through  life  has 
iieen  millin<;.  He  erected  and  operated  a 
number  of  mills  before  coming  to  Trempea- 
leau county:  has  been  very  successful  as  a 
business  man. 

TESTER   DEWEY    I'ARSOiVS,  who  re- 

1  Iw  sides  on  section  22,  range  7  west,  Lin- 
^fsr"  cln  township,  settled  on  this  place  in 
1870.  lie  originally  had  but  forty  acres  of 
his  jiresent  farm,  but  which  he  has  increased 
t(j  17(1  acres.  He  lla^  a  good  farm,  a  pleas- 
ant home,  has  made  all  the  improvements  on 
his  place,  and  has  also  sold  thirty  acres  of 
improved  land.  Lie  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  AVisconsin,  July  16,  1845,  the  son  of 
Samuel  Lincoln  Parsons,  who  died  when  our 
subject  was  but  seven  yeai-s  of  age.  He  de- 
scended from  an  early  New  England  family, 
ami  hi.■^  fathei'  was  8imon  Parsons.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  ISarali  Maria  Sherwood,  who,  after  the 
ikath  of  ]\Ir.  Parsons,  became  -Mrs.  Alvah 
Wood,  and  nnw  resides  at  the  Wood  home- 
stead in  Lincoln  township,  Mr.  Wood  beino- 
al.-io  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Parsons 
had  two  children,— Mi-s.  David  Wood,  of  this 
township,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

When  Lester  1).  was  (piite  young  the  fam- 
ily removed  from  Jeti'erson  county  to  Dane 
county,  and  in  1850  came  to  Trempealeau 
county.  Ml-.  Parsons  being  at  that  time  about 
twelve  years  of  ag('.  He  can  remember  the 
appearance  of  the  counti-y  thirty-tive  years 
ago,  when  all  was  new  and  comparatively 
wild,  and  the  tir.>t  land    he  owned  was  eighty 


acres  in  this  townslnp,  wdiicli  was  partly  im- 
proved, and  which  he  exchanged  for  the  first 
forty  acres  of  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Belle  G.  Erviu,  a  daughter  of  James  Ervin, 
an  early  settler  of  Lincoln  township.  He 
emigrated  with  his  family  from  New  Jersey 
to  Rock  county,  AVisconsin,  and  thence  to 
Trempealeau  county,  where  Iiis  death  occurred 
October  26,  1888,  and  his  wife  died  July  3, 
1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  have  five  chil- 
dren: Mary  A.,  Fannie  M.,  Ruby  1.,  Amy 
Estelle  and  Archie.  They  lost  their  second 
chilli,  Ervin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  and 
a  half.  Mr.  Parsons  is  one  of  the  re])resent- 
ative  citizens  of  Lincoln  township,  where  he 
has  lived  so  many  years.  In  his  political 
principles  he  was  formerlj'  a  Republican,  but 
now  endorses  the  principles  of  Prohibition. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Paptist 
Church. 


tLLEN  H.  DE  GROFE,  general  mer- 
chant at  Misha  Mokwa,  Buflalo  county, 
.,,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  that  part  of  Wisconsin.  His 
father,  John  S.  I*e  Grofl',  also  a  resident  of 
Misha  Mokwa,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wes- 
ton, Oneida  county,  New  York,  May  6,  1818. 
When  twelve  years  of  age  he  removed  with 
his  father's  family  to  the  town  of  Mentz, 
Cayuga  county.  His  father,  Garrett  De 
GrofF,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
John  S.  De  Groff  grew  to  manhood  in 
Cayuga  county,  and  married  Eliza  Earner,  a 
native  of  Ulster  county,  Xew  Y'ork,  born 
August  17,  1820,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  (Prayer)  Earner.  They  removed 
to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  from  the  State 
of  New  \  ork,  and  were  pioneers  of  that 
county.      In     1S57    they     came    to     Buffalo 
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county  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Nelson. 
In  the  fall  of  1889  Mr.  De  Groff  sold  his 
fai-ia  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Misha 
Mokvva,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  reside. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom, 
four  sotis  and  a  daughter,  were  living  in 
1891,  viz.:  John  W.,  Margaret  J.,  Allen  H., 
George  W.  and  Charles  F.  The  decea.sed 
members  of  the  family  were:  Eliza,  Ilan-iet 
A.  and  Samuel  D.  I 

Allen  H.  De  Groff,  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Dodge 
county,  "Wisconsin,  September  12,  1818,  and 
was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo  county  with  his  parents.  Mr.  De 
Groff  has  the  distinction  of  having  entered 
the  army  in  the  war  of  the  liebcllion  as  one 
of  the  youngest  soldiers  fni-nished  by  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  The  date  of  his  enroll- 
ment was  January  3,  18G4,  in  Company  G, 
Twenty-tifth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  in  that  company  until 
the  e.xpiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  in  June,  18G5,.when 
he  was  transferred  to  Company  F,  Twelfth 
Wisconsin,  and  was  discharged  July  15, 
1865.  On  entering  the  army  he  joined  the 
Twenty-fifth  Regiment  at  Mooresville,  Ala- 
bama. His  regiment  joined  General  Sher- 
man's array  at  Chattanooga,  and  took  part  in 
all  the  battles  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  in- 
cluding Resaca,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
and  those  in  front  of  Atlanta.  Following 
the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  he  was  sick 
and  in  the  hospital  at  Rome,  Geoi'gia,  for 
about  two  months,  and  rejoined  the  regiment 
when  Sherman  went  back  after  Hood,  and 
was  in  tiie  reserve  when  Hood  attacked  Corse 
at  Altoona  Pass.  Mr.  Do  Groff,  with  his 
regiment,  marched  with  Siierman  to  the  sea, 
and  took  part  in  the  attack  on  Savannah; 
thence  across  to  Beaufort,  and  marched 
through    the    Carolinas,      At    I'ocotaligo    he 


was  engaged  in  a  hard  tight,  the  regiment 
losing  heavily  in  a  charge  (ni  the  Ci)nfederate 
forces.  His  regiment  was  a  part  of  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  ai.d  wirli  this  corps 
marched  on  to  Washington,  taking  j)art  in 
the  grand  review  in  that  city.  Mr.  De  Groff 
was  doubtless  the  youngest  soldier  who  carried 
a  musket  in  the  service,  from  the  three  coun- 
ties i-epresentcd  in  this  work. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
he  returned  to  his  fathcrV  home  in  !5utfalo 
county,  and  attended  school  during  the  two 
following  winters.  He  taught  during  the 
winter  season  and  farmed  during  the  summer 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1880  he  engaged 
in  merchandising,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. Mr.  De  Groff  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Buffalo  county,  and  has 
held  various  official  positions.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  Town  Board  of  Nelson  for  six- 
years,  and  for  two  years  was  chairman  of  the 
County  Hoard,  and  is  at  present  (1891) 
Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Nelson.  He  is  a 
memlier  of  General  Warren  Post.  No.  252, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Nelson;  has  lieen  Commander 
of  this  post  two  terms,  and  has  assisted  in 
organizing  three  posts,  at  as  matiy  different 
places.  He  was  elected  Department  Junior 
Vice-Commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  at  Oshkosh,  March  12, 
1891.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  De 
Groff  is  a  Republican,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Republican  Co.jnty  Conimittee  from 
1888  to  1890.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  has  i>een  Postmaster  of  Misha 
Mokwa  since  1883,  with  the  exception  uf 
two  years  during  Cleveland's  administration. 
Mrs.  De  Groff  was  formerly  Miss  Anna 
Walker,  daughter  of  Paul  Walker.  The  latter 
came  to  Buffalo  county  about  1870,  and  met 
his  death  by  accident  in  1^^2.  'I'lu-  mother 
of  Mrs.  [)e  Groff'  resides  at  Wabasha,  Min- 
nesota.    The    only    son.    Grant    11.    Walkci-, 
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lives  at  the  homestead.  A  sister  of  ilrs. 
De  Groff,  Mrs.  Josie  Peck,  lives  at  Argyle. 
Minnesota.  The  subject  ot  this  sketch  was 
previously  married,  his  tirst  wife  having  been 
Miss  Mary  Evans,  who  died  in  1880.  He 
has  one  son,  Arthur,  a  young  man  twenty 
years  of  age,  who  graduated  at  the  village 
bcliool  one  year  ago.  lie  is  at  present  help- 
ing his  father  in  the  store.  Mr.  De  Groif 
takes  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the 
general  welfai-e  of  the  connuunity  in  which 
he  livt'S,  and  is  numbered  among  the  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Buffalo  county. 


fOllN  SCHEITZ,  one  of  the  prominent 
merchants  of  Alma,  Wisconsin,  was  born 
May  18,  1851,  at  the  village  of  Goisern, 
in  the  archdukedom  of  Upper  Austria,  and  is 
the  son  of  Leopold  and  Maria  (Wintersauer) 
Scheitz.  The  elder  Scheitz  was  born  in 
1808;  was  employed  in  the  government  salt 
mines  of  his  native  land;  died  at  the  old 
home  in  1886.  His  wife,  Maria,  was  born 
in  December,  1812,  and  is  still  living  at  the 
old  homestead.  To  them  were  born  foui' 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest  and  the  only  one  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country.  The  others  are 
xMartin,  Leojiold  and  ilary,  now  Mrs.  Wall- 
man.  John  spent  his  early  life  at  home, 
attending  the  parochial  schools  from  the 
time  he  was  si,\  until  he  was  tliirteen  vears 
old. 

June  10,  1807,  Mr.  Scheitz  landed  at  New 
"i  ork  city,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was 
variously  employed  at  ditferent  places.  Going 
from  iS'ew  York  to  Parkersburg,  West  Vir- 
ginia, lie  was  engaged  in  farming  about  one 
year;  engaged  in  railroading  on  the  Baltimore 
cV  Ohio  railroad  a  few  months;  spent  the 
following  winter  in  farm  work;   sojourned  in 


Cumberland,  Maiwland,  about  six  months; 
thence  to  Pennsylvania,  where  lie  M-as  em- 
ployed on  tlie  construction  of  the  Pittsburg 
&  Canncls\ille  railroad,  remaining  therefrom 
1870  until  the  branch  was  completed  in 
1872.  He  then  went  to  Pittsburg  and  en- 
gaged with  a  glass  manufacturing  company. 
In  1873  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  ob- 
tained employment  on  the  water  works  for  a 
few  months.  Next  we  find  him  at  Defiance, 
()liio,  tirst  engaged  in  railroading  and  after- 
ward in  a  brick  yard.  After  being  there 
about  a  year  he  sutiei'ed  from  an  attack  of 
fever  and  ague,  and  before  he  recovered — in 
the  fall  of  1875 — he  went  to  Kentucky,  I'e- 
maining  there  only  a  short  time,  however. 
Arriving  in  Pittsburg  in  January,  1876,  in 
such  poor  health  that  he  was  unfit  for  hard 
work,  he  purchased  some  goods  and  started 
out  on  a  peddling  tour.  While  engaged  in 
peddling  he  started  toward  Philadelphia,  in- 
tending to  visit  the  Centennial,  but  stopped 
on  the- way  with  a  farmer  and  was  employed 
by  him,  remaining  there  till  lall.  He  theu 
began  peddling  again.  In  the  spring  he 
went  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  obtained  work 
in  a  lirick  yard  for  the  summer.  In  the 
winter  he  resumed  peddling  again.  He  con- 
tinued this  line  of  l)usiness  two  summers  and 
one  winter,  when  he  was  taken  again  with 
ague  and  concluded  he  would  go  AYest,  which 
he  did,  continuing  his  business.  He  soon 
afterward  purchased  a  horse  and  wagon,  and 
from  the  winter  of  1878  till  October,  1886, 
did  a  successful  business  throughout  the 
counties  of  Dunn,  Buffalo  and  Trempealeau, 
Witconsin.  h\  October,  1886,  he  opened  a 
general  store  at  Alma,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  with  marked  success.  He  has 
built  up  an  extensive  trade,  the  result  of  his 
own  industi-y  and  strict  attention  to  business. 
By  his  c(.)nscientious   principles    and   his  fair 
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dealii)g  lie  lias  secured  the  eontideiu-e  of  the 
coininunity  in  which  he  dwells. 

Mr.  Sclieitz  was  married  near  IJiiflaio  City, 
Wisconsin,  March  22,  18SG,  to  Louise,  daugh- 
ter of  John  J.  and  Anna  ^Matzinger)  Miller, 
natives  of  Switzerland.  Her  father  was  horn 
in  the  canton  and  city  of  Schaffhausen,  May 
14,  1814,  and  died  at  Alina,  Wisconsin,  Oc- 
toher  25,  1891.  Her  mother  was  horn  iu  the 
parish  of  Kudlingen.  in  1821,  and  died  near 
Buffalo  City,  Wisconsin,  Octoher  30,  1879- 
For  many  years  her  father  was  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  ojierations.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  iiad  twelve  children,  namely: 
Simon,  Lizzie,  Anna,  Jacob,  Lena,  Margaret, 
Alexander,  Mary,  Louisa,  Uarbara,  Alexander 
(2),  and  Caroline.  x\.ll  are  living  with  the 
exception  of  Lizzie,  who  died  in  May,  1886, 
and  the  first  Alexander. 

Mr.  Scheitz  was  formerly  a  Republican, 
but  since  he  settled  in  Wisconsin  has  attili- 
ated  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  niembers  of   the    Lutheran  Church. 

•;^^  F.LVIN  CHAMBEKLAIM  has  been 
'-'  I  \/^  \  :i  well-known  resident  of  the  town  of 
^^^^  Hale, Trempealeau  county,  since  1S82, 
when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 12.  He  was  born  in  Wyoming  connty, 
New  York,  May  5.  1846,  a  sou  of  James  L. 
Chamberlain,  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  connty. 
New  York.  In  1859,  James  L.  Chamber- 
lain emigrated  with  his  family  to  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin,  wliere  he  now  lives.  Melvin 
Chamberlain  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  four  sous  and  four  daughters,  he 
being  the  eldest  of  the  four  sons.  His  boy- 
hood and  early  manhood  were  spent  in  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer   Infantry,   in   which  command   he 


served  three  years.  After  the  expii-ation  of 
his  term  he  re-enliste<l — becoming  a  member 
of  Company  K,  United  States  Volunteers. 
He  was  in  active  service  all  the  time  he  was 
in  the  army  and  his  lu-alth  was  very  much 
broken  during  his  long  service.  His  tiual 
discharge  from  the  army  took  jihvceat  Elmira, 
New  York,  after  which  he  continued  for  some 
time  in  that  State  and  tiien  went  to  ilicliigan, 
where  he  had  relatives  living.  Returnino' 
finally,  however,  to  AVisconsin,  he  went  to  tlio 
Territory  of  Dakota  in  the  fall  of  1880,  re- 
sidingjthere  about  a  year  and  a  half  and  then 
returned  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  thence 
to  his  present  location. 

While  living  in  Dakota  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Congdon,  nee  Olive  Woodworth,  and 
they  have  three  interesting  children:  Maud, 
Pearl  and  Melvin,  to  brighten  their  home. 
He  and  family  are  connected  with  the  United 
Itrethren  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  minister, 
aiul  are  hunnreJ  and  esteemeil  bv  all  who 
know  them.  Hi  his  political  views  ho  is  a 
Republican.  Air.  Chamberlain's  farm,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section,  contains 
eighty  acres  of  choice  land,  which  he  has 
brouirht  to'  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 


fRAXK  REl'TER,  of  Waumandee.  Wis- 
consin, is  one  of  the  prosperous  yoiing 
farmers  of  Buffalo  county. 
Mr.  Renter  was  born  in  Floyd  county,  Indi- 
ana, March  25,  1860,  son  of  Michael  and  E\a 
(Sei]iel)  Keuter.  The  elder  Mr.  Renter  was 
born  in  liavaria,  in  1817,  and  his  wife,al.-o  a 
native  of  tiiat  country,  was  born  OetoberS, 
1828.  A  farmer  by  oecupatirm,  he  came  to 
this  country  in  1846,  located  in  I'loyd  cdunty, 
Indiana,  and  there  engage<l  iu  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  made  his  home  at  that  place 
until  18(55,  when  he  sold  out,  came  to  Buffalo 
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county.  Wisconsin,  and  purchased  a  farm  of 
Louis  Weivers  in  Wauinandee  townsliip,  160 
acres  on  sections  14  and  15,  and  eighty  acres 
on  sections  17  and  18.  This  was  partially 
improved.  In  1871  he  bought  another  eighty 
on  section  15,  maldng  320  acres  in  one  hody. 
He  built  his  barn  in  18G7,  and  his  dwelling 
in  1874.  lie  continued  to  reside  there  and 
cultivate  his  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  making  his  property  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  valley.  To  him  and  his  wife  eleven 
children  were  born,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: Matilda,  who  married  Charles  Ruppert; 
Magdaline,  wife  of  Adam  Kline;  Mary,  wife 
of  Charles  Schmitkenclit;  Katherine,  wife  of 
Robert  (xrunewahl;  John,  who  married  Anna 
Giesen;  P'rank;  Joseph,  who  married  Tlierisa 
Gass;  Rosa,  wife  of  Adam  Snyder;  Jose- 
pliine,  wife  of  George  Brenner;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  John  Beisang;  and  Louise,  who  died 
young.  Mr.  Renter  was  in  politics  a  Demo- 
crat. Both  he  and  his  -wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  His  death 
occurred  May  30,  1878.  Mrs.  Renter  is  still 
living,  and  makes  her  home  at  West  Superior 
with  her  daughters,  Rosa  and  Elizabeth. 

Frank  Renter,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  reared  on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father 
and  attending  the  district  schools  as  oppor- 
tunity offered.  From  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  until  1890,  he  and  his  brothers  eon- 
dncted  the  farm,  under  the  administration  of 
his  nidtlier.  At  that  time  he  purchased  the 
farm  and  lias  since  been  CDnducting  the  same, 
having  nciw  under  cultivutiun  240  acres. 
Aiming  his  sti)(d<  are  some  tine  specimens  of 
lialf-breed  shorth(jrns  and  some  Clydesdale 
horses.  He  conducts  a  small  dairy.  Amono- 
other  im]iro\-eineiits  he  has  made  since  buy- 
ing the  home  jilace,  is  an  addition  to  the 
barn. 

Mr.  Renter  was  married  at  (-Jlencoe,  June 
12,  1883,  to  Lena,  (ddest  daughter  of  Adam 


and  Anna  (Prunk)  Ziegweid.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  Prussia.  Her  father,  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  came  to  tins  country  in  1845, 
and  her  mother  came  in   1848. 

They  were  married  in  Sauk  county,  Wis- 
consin, in  1855,  and  are  now  living  at  Glen- 
coe.  Other  members  of  their  large  family 
are  Frank,  Anna,  now  Mrs.  R.  Wochusack; 
Adam,  Leonard,  Mary,  wife  of  Louis  Barth; 
William,  Amelia,  Bertha,  Seceliaand  Anthon. 
Mr.  Ziegweid  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renter's  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Adelade,  born 
April  3,  1884;  Ignatius,  August  30,  1885; 
Matilda,  November  19,  1886;  and  Elsie, 
March  17,  1890. 


^^,ON.  ROBERT  A.  ODELL,  the  present 
t'pH]  Judge  of  Trempealeau  county,  was  born 
~5sc(|  in  Essex  county,  iSTew  York, October  11, 
1835,  a  son  of  Robert  Ferris  Odell,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  1805.  Mr.  Odell's 
ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  colony  of  Mew  York,  and  were  of  Scotch 
origin.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  previous 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  fought  in  the 
Continental  army  in  tlie  struggle  of  the  colo- 
nies for  treedom.     This  original  ancestor  the 

o 

genealogy  of  the  family  says  was  twice  mar- 
ried, having  one  son  by  his  first  wife,  and 
several  by  liis  second.  The  son  by  the  first 
marriage  was  the  grandfather  of  Judo-e  Odell, 
and  was  also  named  Robert  A.  He  removed 
from  the  vicinity  of  Albany  and  settled  in 
Essex  county.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  fought  in  the  celebrated  battle 
of  Plattsburg.  He  removed  to  Essex  county 
about  1800,  settling  on  what  was  known  as 
Morgan's    Patent,    which     comprised    al>out 
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4,000  acres.  He  was  the  fatlier  of  four  sous, 
the  eldest  of  whom  wa?  Robert  F^erris  Odell, 
the  father  of  our  sul)ject.  Tlie  hitter  was  a 
carpenter  aud  builder  by  trade,  but  about  tlie 
time  be  reached  middle  age  he  liecaiue  an 
iron  maunfacturei',  an  occupation  lie  followed 
many  years.  The  mother  of  Judge  Odell, 
Harriet  (Lobdell)  Odell,  daughter  of  Levi 
Lobdell,  of  Cherry  valley,  ^'ew  York,  was  of 
Dutch  ancestry,  and  died  when  her  son  was 
in  his  seventh  year.  Later  the  father  re- 
married, by  which  union  he  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  live  daughters.  He  is 
still  living  at  this  writing,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa.  The  children  are  all  living  but 
two. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch,  the  fourth  child 
and  third  son,  spent  his  early  life  in  attend- 
ing school,  and  in  assisting  his  father  in  his 
iron  manufactory.  In  the  spring  of  1858  he 
cam&  West,  going  Hrst  to  Le  Claire,  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching. 
In  October,  1859,  he  came  to  Galesville, 
Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  business  of  a  mercan- 
tile concern  at  that  place.  He  did  not  then 
expect  to  remain  permanently,  intending  to 
return  to  Iowa  when  his  mission  should  be 
accomplished,  but  in  the  meantime  was  in- 
duced to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  store, 
and  continued  in  trade  until  1865.  After  an 
interval  of  two  years,  in  1867,  he  again  en- 
gaged in  business,  taking  charge  of  the  mer- 
cantile house  of  Wilson  Davis,  at  Galesville, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  about  eight 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  mei'chandis- 
ing  with  A.  H.  Kneeland.  In  the  fall  of  1876 
Judge  Odell  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Trempealeau  county 
in  which  he  continued  for  the  period  of  ten 
years,  and  since  then  he  has  been  in  the  office 
of  County  Judge.  In  1888  he  was  aj)pointed 
to  the  ofBce   to  succeed  Judge  M.  Mulligan, 


and  was  elected  to  the  office  in  the  spring  of 
1880,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  year. 

Judge  Odell  was  married  at  Galesville,  in 
September,  LSO.-J,  t(^  Miss  Emma  Frances 
Clark,  daughter  of  William  P.  Clark,  one  of 
the  well  known  pioneers  of  the  county,  who 
has  the  honor  ofj|^erecting  its  first  flouring- 
mill.  He  wasa  native  of  Vermont,  and  emi- 
grated from  near  St.  Albans,  in  that  State,  to 
AVaukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  and  thence  to 
Trempealeau  county.  Ills  death  occurred  in 
1873.  Mrs.  (Xk'll  was  l)orn  in  Waukesha 
county,  and  they  have  (nie  son,  Ross  Clark, 
born  in  Galesville  in  lSG7.  lie  has  been  for 
a  number  of  years  engaged  witli  Mons  An- 
derson, one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin.  Judge  Odell  was  be- 
reaved of  his  wife  by  deatli  in  the  spring  of 
1878,  and  in  August,  1882,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Lovisa  Newton  Boardman,  a  native 
of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York.  She  was 
married  in  La  Crosse,  in  1863,  to  Artliur 
Boardman,  also  a  native  of  that  county,  and 
1873  they  went  to  California,  where  he  died. 
Several  years  later  Mrs.  Boardman  returned 
to  Wisconsin,  and  her  father,  Albion  Ruard- 
man.  is  now  a  resident  of  La  Crosse.  Jud^o 
Odell  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  White- 
hall, and  is  well  known  throughout  Trempea- 
leau and  adjoining  counties  as  an  enterprisincr 
and  progressive  citizen.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  ever  takes  a  commendable 
interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the 
moral  and  intellectual  growth  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lives. 


tEMIL  G.  BUCUHOLZ,  a  harness  man- 
ufacturer aud  boot  and  shoe  dvaler  of 
Whitehall,  was  liorn  in  West  Prussia, 
Germany,  January  13.  Is51,  where  he  was 
reared  and   learned  the  trade  of  harness-mak- 
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inir.  His  father.  Williatii  ijiichhulz,  still 
lives  in  his  native  land.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  came  to  America  in  1868,  and  after 
lauding  in  New  York  went  directly  to  llack- 
ensack,  New  York,  and  worked  at  farming 
for  a  few  months;  next  he  went  to  Tort  Jar- 
vis,  New  York,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
harness-making  and  railroading;  in  1871  he 
went  to  Scraiiton,  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged 
in  working  at  his  trade;  then  to  Oliphant 
and  worked  at  coal  mining,  after  which  he 
traveled  through  New  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  elsewhere.  From  the  latter  State  he 
went  to  Chicago,  thence  to  Prairie  dii  Chien, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1876  came  to  Trempealeau 
county,  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journey- 
man in  a  harness  shop  at  Whitehall.  After 
working  at  this  place  for  a  time  he  went  to 
Ilale  township,  where  he  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Malony,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
of  Irish  parentage.  She  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Adams  county,  Wisconsin,  when  a 
child,  and  to  Trempealeau  county  when  twelve 
years  of  age.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Buchholz  went  to  the  village  of  Osseo  and 
started  a  harness  shop,  but  after  remaining 
there  two  and  a  half  years  he  returned  to 
Hale  township  and  purchased  a  farm  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1882  ho  again 
moved  to  Whitehall  and  established  his 
present  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  IJuchholz  have  live  children, 
tliree  sons  and  twu  daughters:  William, 
Maggie,  James,  ^[ary  and  Francis.  The 
father  is  numbered  among  the  intelligent 
and  progressive  citizens  of  Wiutehall,  and 
though  of  foreign  birth  he  believes  emphat- 
ically in  American  institutions.  He  is  a 
friend  of  education,  and  takes  a  commend- 
able interest  in  whatever  tends  tn  jironiote 
the  best  interests  nf  the  conimnnity  in  which 
he  lives.  Pulitically.  he  was  formerlv  a 
Republican,  but  now  differs    froui  that   party 


in  many  of  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  may 
now  be  regarded  as  an  independent  politi- 
cian. He  is  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  being 
a  member  of  Trempealeau  Valley  Lodge,  No. 
249,  in  which  he  has  occupied  all  the  chairs. 
He  also  belongs  to  Colfax  Encampment,  No. 
776,  Oliphant,  Pennsylvania;  is  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  and  has 
occupied  the  offices  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  Mr.  Buchholz  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  a  worthy  and  respected  citi- 
zen. 


ILLIAM  G.  MacLACHLAN,  A.  B., 
typ   M    D.,  is  the  physician  and  surgeon 

~J^  ot  the  village  of  Ettrick,  Trempealeau 
county,  where  he  located  Semtember  5,1890. 
He  was  born  in  (Ontario,  Canada,  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  at  Toronto  Uni- 
versity, graduating  in  1879.  In  his  literary 
course  he  took  honors  in  the  natural  sciences, 
having  in  view  the  study  of  medicine,  but 
liis  eyes  became  weakened  by  close  applica- 
tion to  study,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
modify  his  plans  for  the  future  to  some  ex- 
tent. He  accordingly  became  head  master 
of  a  high  school,  preparing  students  for  teach- 
ing law,  medicine,  engineering  and  the  arts. 
But  in  the  meantime  he  gave  such  attention  to 
the  study  of  anatomy  as  his  somewhat  im- 
paired eyesight  permitted.  Recovering  his 
health  he  renewed  his  medical  studies,  and 
in  1886  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  at 
which  he  graduated  in  1890.  The  last  year 
of  his  course  at  the  university  he  did  hospi- 
tal work,  and  also  practiced  tor  a  shore  time 
near  the  city  of  Detroit  before  coming  to 
Wisconsin. 

Dr.  MacLachlan  was  married  in  Canada,  to 
Miss   Christina   Forrester,    university  under- 
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graduate.  He  was  deprived  of  hi8  wife  by 
death,  leaving  one  daughter. 

The  fatlier  of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Hugh  MacLachlan,  a  native  of  (^anada,  is 
now  living  at  Gary,  South  Dakota,  where  he 
owns  a  large  farm.  The  Doctor's  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  as  was 
also  his  wife.  They  emigrated  to  the  State 
of  New  York  where  all  their  children  were 
born  except  Hugh.  On  his  mother's  side 
the  Doctor  is  descended  from  an  early  Vir- 
ginia family:  the  original  American  ancestor 
emigrated  from  England  and  became  a  Vir- 
ginia planter.  Later  the  Virginia  branch  of 
the  family  took  up  their  residence  in  Canada. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  only  son  of 
his  parents,  has  a  sister,  married  and  living 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  Another  sister 
died  in  Dakota,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  soon  after  the  family  removed  there 
from  Canada.  The  Doctor  is  a  well  educated 
gentleman,  both  his  literary  and  medical 
attainments  being  of  a  high  order.  Though 
but  a  short  time  established  at  Ettrick,  he 
has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  by 
his  intelligence  and  upright  bearing,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  by  all,  both  socially  and 
professionally. 

l^EV.  JOHAN  HELSEM  has  been  the 
^^k  efficient  pastor  of  St.  Pauly  (Lutheran) 
^(£\  Church  at  Strnni,  Trempealeau  county, 
since  1S77.  The  church  building  was  partial- 
ly built  and  enclosed,  and  services  had  been 
held  in  it  for  a  time  when  lie  came.  I  nder 
his  administration  the  church  was  completed, 
and  he  also  built  the  present  tine  parsonage 
in  1880.  The  congregation  of  this  church 
now  numbers  about  100  familes,  and  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  church  is  in  a  pros 
perous  condition.     Sunday-school  is   held  at 


the  church  and  at  various  scli'iolhouses 
within  the  limits  (if  liis  cnngreg.iticju.  Paro- 
chial schools  are  also  held  at  the  various 
schoolhouses  between  the  terms  of  public 
schools.  Born  in  Norway,  October  7,  1S41. 
Mr.  Helseni  was  educated  in  his  native  coun- 
try and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1808; 
was  a  student  at  the  Augsljurg  Theological 
Seminary  at  Marshall  in  Dane  county  for  a 
time,  and  was  ordained  in  1870.  His  first 
church  was  at  Colfax,  in  Dunn  county,  going 
thence  to  Chippewa  P^ilU,  where  ho  was  jias- 
tor  for  five  years,  coming  to  Strum  from  the 
latter  place.  But  the  immediate  chargt'  of 
his  present  church  by  no  means  includes  all 
the  labor  and  responsibility  that  rests  upon 
the  pastor,  Mr.  Helsem.  He  has  also  charges 
at  Pigeon  Falls,  in  Trempealeau  county; 
Pleasant  valley,  in  Eau  Claire,  and  also  one 
in  the  town  of  Dramman,  in  the  same  county 
and  one  at  Northtield.  Jackson  county,  and 
another  at  Fairchild.  He  also  has  charge  of 
the  Eau  Clairie  district,  which  includes  about 
sixty  churches  and  twenty  pastors.  He.  iieing 
chairman  of  this  district  and  '•  visitatiir,"'  is 
expected  to  visit  each  congregation  once  in 
three  years  at  least.  The  religious  body  to 
which  Mr.  Helsem  belongs  is  known  as  the 
United  Norwegian  (Lutheran)  Church  of  the 
United  States,  which  includes  over  900  con- 
gregations anil  about  300  ininistei's. 

Mr.  Helsem  was  married  at  Red  "Wing. 
Minnesota,  in  1868,  and  has  three  children, 
one  daughter  and  two  sons,  viz.:  Laudrik 
Palmer  E  Ivin,  Ilersleb  Aru|)  and  Louise 
Helene. 


RUSSELL   BOWERS,  the  popular   Po^t- 
'V'    master  at  Hamlin.  Treniiiealeau  county. 

'■^'\   is  one  of   the   pioiieei-s  ol'   this  ctinnty. 

He     settled    wheie     he   now    li\es  .Tune    "J"-!, 
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1857.  He  wasbori)  in  the  town  nf  Line,  Jeffer- 
son county.  New  York,  in  1825,  son  of 
Zachariali  Bowers  (also  a  native  of  the  State 
of  >«ew  Yorli)and  Adeline  (Ihibhard)  Bowers. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two 
suns  and  three  dant^hters.  Russell  Bowers 
lived  in  his  native  State  until  he  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved 
to  AVisconsin  and  located  in  Waukesha  county. 
From  "Waukesha  county  they  went  to  Dane 
county,  and  in  1849  Mr.  Bowers,  Sr.,  started 
with  a  company  overland  for  California  and 
reached  that  country  safely,  but  lost  his  life 
in  San  Francisco  in  1S57.  The  manner  of 
his  death  was  never  known,  his  body  having 
been  found  on  the  street.  The  mother  died 
in  Dane  county  in  18SS.  Russell  Bovvers 
was  married  to  Rebecca  C'hase,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Stowe,  Summit  county,  Ohio; 
they  removed  from  Ohio  to  Illinois  and  thence 
to  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  and  when  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowers  came  to  Trempealeau  county 
they  were  accompanied  by  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  Bowers,  who  settled  on  an  adjoining 
farm.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bowers  removed 
to  Barron  county  from  Trempealeau  county, 
where  the  father  tlied,  and  the  mother  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  with  her  youngest 
sun,  Joy  II.  ("base,  near  Traverse  City,  Michi- 
gan, at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

Mrs.  Bowers  is  one  of  four  children,  two 
boys  and  two  girls,  viz.:  Salome,  wife  of  John 
Warner,  of  Indiana;  David,  the  eldest  son, 
was  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Wiscunsin  Regiment, 
and  was  killed  at  a  battle  in  Georgia;  Joy  II. 
also  served  all  through  the  war,  and  now 
lives  in  ]\[ichigan:  Mrs.  Bowers  is  the  next 
in  age. 

Russell  liowers  eidisted  in  1864  inCuu]- 
pany  K,  Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  Regiment, 
and  .served  his  country  loyally  and  well  until 
the  close  (if  the  war. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowers   have  eii;ht  chiMreii. 


four  boys  and  four  girls,  viz.:  James,  who  is 
now  in  Dakota;  Freil.  Adeline,  and  George, 
all  at  home;  Jennie,  wife  of  Frank  Loller,  a 
resident  of  Sumner;  Loretta,  the  wife  of 
James  Donahue,  a  prominent  lumberman  of 
Eau  Claire;  Charles  and  Elsie.  They  lost 
four  children  in  early  life.  During  their 
long  residence  in  Trempealeau  county,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowers  have  ever  possessed  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
Mr.  Knssell  Bowers  has  had  the  postoffice 
where  he  now  resides  for  the  past  thirty-tive 
years. 

I^AMUEL  S.  LUCE,  of  Galesville,  a 
tl^l)  pioneer  cJ  Trempealeau  county,  was 
^^  born  at  Stowe,  La  Moille  county,  Ver- 
mont, in  1819,  where  be  was  reared  to  the 
occupation  of  farming.  His  father  was 
Chester  Luce  and  his  paternal  grandfather 
was  Zimri  Luce,  a  native  of  Martha's  Vine- 
yard and  an  early  settler  of  Stowe.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  in  early  life  learned  the 
trade  uf  Ijuibler  and  architect,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years,  and  superintended  tlie 
construction  of  many  important  Iniildings, 
both  in  the  East  and  the  West. 

He  was  married  December  7,  1847,  to 
]\riss  Hannah  Gale,  a  daughter  of  I'eter 
Gale.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  also  named 
Peter  Gale,  was  an  early  settler  of  Barre, 
Vermont.  Mrs.  Luce  is  a  sister  of  the  Hon. 
(leorge  Gale,  the  founder  of  Galesville.  In 
the  fall  of  1857  Mr.  Luce  came  to  Galesville 
and  was  followed  l)y  his  family  to  the  same 
place  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  areliitect  and  builder 
for  a  considei-al.ile  length  of  time,  planning 
and  erecting  the  residence  of  Judge  Gale  and 
also  the  university,  which  he  began  in  1859. 
He  established    the  Galesville    Traascrqit  in 
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1860, — one  of  the  first  iiP\vspap(M's  puhlislied 
in  Trempealeau  county, — whicli  lie  conilucted 
till  1865.  In  the  I'all  of  that  year  he  was 
elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  a 
position  he  held  four  yeai'S.  He  was  also 
connected  with  the  publication  of  the  Inde- 
pendent for  a  long  time,  and  owned  this 
paper  in  connection  with  his  son,  Walter  S., 
for  ten  years.  In  187G,  in  connection  witli 
his  wife,  he  published  a  volume  of  poems, 
and  in  1881  he  published  another  volume, 
called  "Echoes  of  the  Past;"  and  six  years 
later  appeared  "The  Woodman." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  have  two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Flora  F.  is  the  wife  of  William  V. 
Darwin,  of  Durand;  Geoi'ge  S.  is  a  publisher, 
as  is  Walter  S.,  their  younger  son,  tlie  latter 
being  publisher  and  proprietor  of  the  La 
Crosse  Daily  J'/'ess. 

:ILLIAM  McDOxXAir  resides  on  sec- 
tion 27,  in  the  town  of  Trempealeau, 
where  lie  settled  in  18.53.  He 
entered,  two  years  ])re\ious  to  that  time,  160 
acres  of  land,  which  includes  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Centerville.  On  that  land 
he  located  and  lived  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  he  settled  where  he  now  resides.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Derby,  Orleans 
county,  Vermont.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
worked  for  James  Giltillan  for  some  time. 
The  first  land  he  owned  was  that  which  he 
entered  as  above  mentioned.  He  has  always 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has 
550  acres  of  land,  being  one  of  the  larger 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Trempealeau. 

He  was  marrieil  in  Oshkosh,  to  Sarah  A. 
Cusick,  who  died  May  14,1885.  His  second 
wife  was  Clara  Sanders,  who  died  in  1889.  i^>y 
his  first  marriage  five  children  were  born,  three 


sons  and  two  daughters.  The  former  are 
William,  liobert  S.  and  Elmer.  .letmie,  tlu^ 
eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  ^farshall  Sncll, 
of  Tacoma,  Washington.  Mr.  Snell  is  a 
lawyer  by  profession.  The  second  ilaught(_'r 
is  Gracie. 


S|K.  MOSES  W.  WATERMAN,  of  E(,un- 
f  L|fl  tain  C'ity,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Mew 
■^^  York  city,  Septemljer  12,  1850.  He  is 
a  son  of  Sigismund  Waterman,  an  eminent 
physician  of  New  York,  ami  Helena  (Wolf) 
Waterman.  His  fath,_'r  was  born  Febmai-y 
22,  1814,  at  Bruck,  Bavaria,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  some  time  in  the  "30s.  He 
studied  in  Germany,  and  after  coining  to 
this  country  entered  Yale  College  and  grad- 
uated in  that  institution.  He  subsequently 
became  a  professor  of  languages  there  and 
remained  as  such  for  eight  or  ten  years.  Ho 
then  removed  to  New  York  city  and  estab- 
lished a  medical  practice,  which  lie  has  since 
continued.  He  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished pliysiciaiis  of  that  city.  He  served 
as  police  surgeon  for  thirty  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  retired  on  halt  jiay. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  home  for 
the  aged  and  intii-m  of  the  oi-der  of  B'liai 
B'ritli  at  Yonkers.  During  the  war  he  was 
draft  surgeon,  and  also  held  other  local  posi- 
tions, lie  was  a  personal  friend  of  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  ami  is  intimately  associated 
with  many  of  the  leading  public  men  of  vuv 
cciuntry,  including  \'ice- President  Morton. 
He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  his  pro- 
fessional duties,  and  says  he  -wants  to  die  in 
the  harness."  He  is  noted  for  his  researches 
in  spectroscopic  analysis,  and  has  written 
extensively  on  that  science.  His  wife  dieil 
in  New  York  in  lss4.  They  were  the  parents 
of    seven    children,   namely:    Kate,   who  was 
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the  wife  of  G-.  Bercrman,  is  now  deceased; 
Jloses  W.,  B.  Frank,  Rosa,  who  married 
Louis  Bock,  a  merchant  of  New  York; 
Beiilah,  now  Mrs.  Henrj-  Meisel;  and  Neheni 
and  Jennie,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  Doc- 
tor is  an  enthusiastic  Republican,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  but 
has  never  consented  to  be  a  candidate  for 
office. 

Dr.  Moses  W.  Waterman  was  reared  in 
Kew  York,  where  he  received  his  primary 
education.  He  entered  Bellevne  Hospital 
Medical  College  of  New  York  in  1865,  and 
graduated  in  1871,  receiving  his  diploma  two 
months  before  he  was  of  age.  After  his 
graduation  he  went  to  the  State  Hospital, 
then  under  Dr.  Hammond,  and  studied 
nervous  diseases,  remaining  there  two  j'ears 
and  a  half.  At  the  end  of  tliat  time  lie  came 
"West  and  was  appointed  surgeon  for  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  while  on  his 
trip  was  taken  sick  at  Buffalo  with  typhoid 
fever.  Before  he  recovered  his  place  was 
filled  Ijy  another  appointment.  After  wan- 
dering about  for  a  time  he  finally  located  in 
Fountain  City,  February  5,  1873,  and  here 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  liis  pro- 
fession. He  has  lived  here  ever  since,  with 
the  exception  of  the  years  from  1879  to  1885. 
During  that  time  he  was  Deputy  Coroner  of 
New  York  three  years,  and  for  tW(j  years  had 
chai-ge  of  the  Aged  Infirmary  Home  at  Yon- 
kers.  He  then  made  a  tour  of  the  West, 
visiting  the  Pacitic  States  and  Territories, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  and  after  a  sojourn 
of  live  months  again  took  up  his  abode  in 
Fountain  City,  and  here  resumed  hi.-,  prac- 
tice, which  he  has  since  continued  with  flat- 
tering success.  He  has  been  Health  Officer 
since  he  located  here,  with  the  e.xception  of 
one  term,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Dr.  Waterman  was   married    May  9,  lS7.j, 


at  Fountain  City,  to  Susanna,  daughter  of 
Lutzi  and  Barbara  Weiwers.  To  them  have 
been  born  seven  children,  viz.:  Louis,  who 
died  Septem1)er  4, 1870;  Helena,  Sigesmund, 
Martha,  Natnllie  and  Augusta  (twins),  and 
Nathaniel  L.  Augusta  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  tlie  following 
named  fraternities:  Modern  Woodmen,  Wau- 
mandee  Camp,  No.  754,  of  which  he  is  the 
presiding  officer;  an  L  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of 
New  York;  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  O.  II.  W.; 
is  a  member  of  the  Head  Camp,  M.  W.  A., 
of  the  State,  and  is  Deputy  Head  Counsel  of 
the  Eighth  Congressional  District.  He  is  a 
public-spirited  man  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  the  development  of  his  town.  He  pos- 
sesses many  amiable  traits  of  character,  and 
is  a  man  whose  friendship  can  always  be  re- 
lied upon. 


PAVID  L.  HOLCOMB.  the  present 
chairman  of  the  town  of  Arcadia,  was 
born  in  Greenbush,  Sheboygan  county, 
Wisconsin,  April  26,  1848,  while  Wisconsin 
was  yet  a  Territory,  but  only  a  few  weeks  be- 
foi-e  it  was  admitted  as  a  State.  His  father, 
William  Holcomb,  was  born  near  Albany,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  1809,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  mari'ied  Miss  Julia  N. 
Rogers.  They  became  early  settlers  of  She- 
l:>oygan  county.  Li  1857  the  family  emi- 
grated to  Floyd  county,  Iowa,  where  the 
father  died  in  1868,  the  mother  having 
passed  away  a  year  previous  to  the  death  of 
her  husband.  They  wei-e  the  pai'ents  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
who  grew  to  mature  years,  all  of  wliom  are 
still  living.  David  L.  was  aljout  nine  years 
old  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa,  and  there  his  boyhood  was  passeil.     In 
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1867,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  came 
to  Arcadia,  and  here  he  has  siiiL-e  made  liis 
home,  having  bought  iiis  present  farm  in 
1S72.  lie  was  for  some  time  a  stmlent  of 
Galesville  University,  and  afterwards  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Trempealeau  county,  wliich 
occupation  lie  carried  on  successfully  for 
nine  or  ten  years.  In  1879  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  de- 
voted all  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock-raising.  Besides  his  home 
farm  of  140  acres,  Mr.  Holcoinb  owns  land 
elsewhere.  JVlr.  Ilolcomb  began  life,  tinan- 
cially  speaking,  at  the  lowest  round  of  the 
ladder.  On  first  coming  to  Arcadia,  and  be- 
fore he  had  qualitied  himself  for  teaching,  he 
engaged  as  a  farm  laborer,  by  means  of  which 
he  earned  the  means  of  paying  his  way  at 
school  at  Galesville.  He  married  Miss  Ida 
A.  Dewey,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
C  Dewey,  and  have  two  children,  a  son  and 
a  daughter,  viz.:  Allie  A.  and  Archie  Pierre. 
In  his  political  aiSliations  Mr.  Ilolcomb  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  prominent  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  moral  and  educational  interests  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives;  was  largely 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  high  school 
at  Arcadia,  and  served  six  years  on  the  school 
board.  The  paternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  Ilol- 
comb were  English,  but  on  his  mother's  side 
were  of  Mohawk  Dutch  ancestry. 

|P^ON.  NOAH  DURHAM  COMSTOCK, 
aMl  a  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  county,  and  a 
^46  representative  citizen  of  Wisconsin,  was 
born  at  Lowville,  Xew  York,  November  22, 
1832,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Arcadia,  this 
county,  June  6,  1890.  His  parents  were 
Adam  and  Electa  (Durham)  Comstock.  The 
early  American  ancestry  of  tlie  (Comstock 
family    settled     in    Rhode     Island     in    early 


colonial  time-,  but  the  Durhams  belonged  to 
tlie  Connecticut  colony.  liofli  tlic  ijateruul 
and  maternal  ancesti'v  of  .Mr.  Comstnck  took 
an  active  jKirt  in  the  war  of  the  llcvoliitinn, 
represcnitatives  of  buth  families  liaving  serveil 
in  the  American  army  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence. For  several  generations  the  direct 
ancestry  of  our  subject  have  been  residents  of 
Sai"atoga  county.  New  York.  Noah  I),  hisc 
his  mother  iiy  death  when  he  was  but  fmir 
years  of  age,  and  his  father  coiitiinuMl  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  of  New  York  until  his 
death,  though  he  died  in  Minnesota  in  1867, 
while  on  a  visit  with  friends  there. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good 
English  education,  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  went  to  Calhoun  county,  Michi- 
gan, and  a  year  later  to  Indiana,  where  he 
engaged  in  teaching  until  1853.  The  excite- 
ment attending  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali- 
fornia was  still  at  its  height,  and  Mr.  Com- 
stock decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  land 
of  gold,  and  accordingly  crossed  the  plains 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  engaged  in  gold-mining.  On  his  return 
he  decided  to  locate  in  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1855  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ar- 
cadia, and  for  thirty-live  years  was  ])ronii- 
nently  identified  with  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  Trempealeau  county.  He  held 
many  positions  of  honor  ami  trust,  tliaduties 
of  which  he  discharged  with  ability  and  fidel- 
ity. He  was  town  Assessor  in  1858;  County 
Treasurer  in  1860,  and  re-elected  in  1M>2 
and  in  1804;  a  member  of  the  County  J!oard 
in  1868;  of  the  Assembly  branch  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  in  1872.  1S74, 
1875  and  1876;  was  elected  State  Senator  in 
1882,  and  also  filled  various  other  local 
o.'lices. 

In  18^)8  ilr.  Comstock  was  mai-ried  to 
^liss  Ellen  C^om^-tock,  a  native  of  West 
Wrentham,    Norfolk    county,    Ma>sachusctts, 
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1867,  at  the  age  of  iiiiU'teeri  years,  he  came 
to  Arcadia,  an<l  here  lie  has  since  tna<le  his 
home,  having  bouglit  his  present  farm  in 
1872.  He  was  for  some  time  a  stmlent  of 
Galesville  University,  and  afterwards  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Trempealeau  county,  which 
occupation  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
nine  or  ten  years.  In  1879  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  de- 
voted all  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock-raising.  Besides  his  home 
farm  of  140  acres,  Mr.  Ilolcomb  owns  land 
elsewhere.  Mr.  Holcomh  began  life,  finan- 
cially speaking,  at  the  lowest  round  of  the 
ladder.  (Jn  tirst  coining  to  Arcadia,  and  be- 
fore he  had  qualilied  himself  for  teaching,  he 
engaged  as  a  farm  lal)orer,  by  means  of  which 
he  earned  the  means  of  paying  his  way  at 
school  at  Galesville.  He  married  Miss  Ida 
A.  Dewey,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
C  Dewey,  and  have  two  children,  a  son  and 
a  daughter,  viz.:  AUie  A.  and  Archie  Pierre. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Ilulcomb  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  prominent  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  moral  and  educational  interests  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives;  was  largely 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  high  school 
at  Arcadia,  and  served  six  years  on  the  school 
board.  The  paternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  Ilol- 
comb were  English,  but  on  his  mother's  side 
were  of  Mohawk  Dutch  ancestry. 

I^ON.  NOAH  DURHAM  GOMSTOCK, 
nMj)  a  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  county,  and  a 
^Is  representative  citizen  of  Wisconsin,  was 
born  at  Lowville,  New  York,  November  22, 
1832,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Arcadia,  this 
county,  June  6,  1890.  His  parents  were 
Adam  and  Electa  (Durham)  Comstock.  The 
early  American  ancestry  of  the  Comstock 
family    settled     in    Rhode     Island     in    early 


Colonial  time-,  but  the  Dnrhams  bflmiged  to 
the  (juiinecticut  colony.  l!otli  the  |)at('rii:il 
and  maternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  ( 'omstock  took 
an  active  ))art  in  the  war  of  the  Ilcvoliition, 
representatives  of  both  families  having  serN'cil 
in  the  American  army  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence. For  several  generations  the  direct 
ancestry  of  our  subject  have  been  residents  of 
Saftitoga  county,  New  York.  Noah  I),  lose 
his  mother  by  death  when  he  was  but  four 
years  of  age,  and  his  father  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  of  New  York  until  his 
death,  though  he  died  in  Minnesota  in  lSi>7, 
while  on  a  visit  with  friends  there. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good 
English  education,  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  went  to  Calhoun  county,  Michi- 
gan, and  a  year  later  to  Indiana,  where  he 
engaged  in  teaching  until  1853.  The  excite- 
ment attending  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali- 
fornia was  still  at  its  height,  and  Mr.  Com- 
stock decided  to  try  his  fortnnes  in  the  land 
of  gold,  and  accordingly  crossed  the  plains 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  engaged  in  gold-mining.  On  his  return 
he  decided  to  locate  in  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1855  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ar- 
cadia, ami  tor  thirty-five  years  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  Trempealeau  county.  He  held 
many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  tlmilnties 
of  which  he  discharged  with  al)ility  and  fidel- 
ity. He  was  town  Assessor  in  1858;  County 
Treasurer  in  ISOO,  and  re-electe«]  in  lst')2 
and  in  1804;  a  member  of  the  County  Hoard 
in  1868;  of  the  Assembly  branch  of  the 
Leo-islature  of  Wisconsin  in  1872,  1874, 
1875  and  1870;  was  elected  State  Senator  in 
1882,  and  also  filled  various  other  local 
ollice^. 

In  1808  Mr.  Comstock  was  married  to 
]\[iss  Ellen  Comstock,  a  native  of  West 
Wrentham,    Norfolk    county,    Massachusetts, 
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and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Betsey  (Cook) 
Comstock.  Mr.  Comstock  was  the  father  of 
tliree  children:  Adam,  Nathan  and  Elizabeth. 
He  was  a  man  of  more  than  average  ability, 
and  the  various  and  important  official  posi- 
tious  which  he  was  called  upon  to  till  is  indic- 
ative of  the  esteem  and  confidence  extended 
to  him  by  his  fellow- citizens.  His  character 
is  well  illustrated  in  an  article  written  of 
him  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  which  is  as 
follows:  -'He  was  of  modest  and  retiring 
manner,  possessing  rare  ability,  great  inde- 
pendence of  character,  a  stern  integrity  and 
a  warm  heart,  and  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  and  noble  gentleman.  He  was  remark- 
ably unselfish  and  self-sacrificing,  ever  ready 
to  lend  his  counsel  or  render  assistance  to 
those  in  need.  His  m-eat  aim  in  life  was  to 
learn  how  to  live  and  not  how  to  die.  With 
him  the  fear  of  death  faded  before  the 
brighter  dawn  of  reason.  During  his  sick- 
ness he  was  gentle  and  patient,  and  grate- 
fully apjireciated  all  that  was  done  for  him. 
He  suffered  much,  but  never  complained. 
He  was  conscious  to  the  last,  and  death 
finally  came  as  a  peaceful  sleep." 

Mrs.  Comstock  continues  to  reside  at  their 
pleasant  home  near  the  village  of  Arcadia, 
where  she  and  her  husltand  passed  so  many 
happy  years  of  their  lives. 


JJGUST  WAGNER 


resides    on  section 


jJWi  17,  Caledonia  t<.)wship,  \vliei-e  he  settled 
-^s^  in  the  spring  of  ISi'il.  ile  has  a  fine 
fai'in  of  350  acres,  ()n  which  he  ha>  made  all 
the  improvements.  Ho  was  liorn  in  Prussia, 
Germany  in  1830,  a  son  of  Frederick  Wag- 
ner, who  died  when  August  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age.  In  1852,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  our  sultject  came  to  America.  He 
had  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason  in  Germany, 


and  followed  that  occupation  many  years 
after  coming  to  America.  As  he  had  more 
than  attained  his  majority  when  he  left  his 
native  land  he  would  have  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  the  German  army,  l>iit  having 
severely  injured  his  left  hand  he  was  ex- 
empted from  military  duty.  In  the  spring 
of  1850  Mr.  Wagner  was  married  to  Miss 
Christina  Eustone  Ehlert,  and  the  following 
October  they  left  Hamburg  in  the  sailing 
vessel  Esperania  for  New  York,  landing  in 
that  city  on  Christmas  day.  He  went  at 
once  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
for  a  time  at  his  trade,  then  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  next  to  Pickwick,  Minnesota,  and  in 
1861  to  Trempealeau  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  have  eleven  children, 
five  boys  and  six  girls.  For  many  years  Mr- 
Wagner  worked  at  the  mason's  trade,  and  at 
the  same  time  carried  on  farming.  Here  he 
and  his  wife  have  lived  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  by  industry  and  ecomnny 
have  acquired  a  competence,  and  are  now 
numbered  among  the  respected  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  Trempealeau  county.  Mr.  Wag- 
ner is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  religiously  he  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Churcli. 


|p|(  )BI  AS  Yt)EGELI.— Among  the  ohlest 
^flfe  and  most  respected  citizens  of  Puffalo 
^•'  county,  WisCGnsin,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  lieads  this  sketch.  He  dates  his 
birth  in  Linthal,  Canton  Glarus,  Switzerland, 
Decemlier  6,  1832.  His  father,  Thomas 
Voegeli,  sou  of  Belenhard  Voegeli,  wedded 
Elizabeth  Elmer,  both  husl)and  and  wife 
being  natives  of  the  same  canton.  Tlioinas 
Voegeli  was  a  cabinet-maker  liy  trade,  and  was 
a  man  much  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
To  him  and  his  wife  eight  children  were  born, 
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whose  names  are  Henry,  Thomas,  Jacob,  To- 
bias, Gabriel,  Flidolen,  Anna  and  Elizabetli- 
All  are  now  living  except  Henry,  Jacob, 
Elizal)eth  and  Flidolen.  Tiie  motlier  died  in 
her  native  land,  at  the  at^e  of  thirtv-niiie 
years. 

Tobias  was  reared  at  home,  attended  the 
district  schools  and  received  some  private 
tuition.  When  of  sufficient  age  he  was  tauglit 
the  caliinet-making  trade,  and  also  that  of 
painting.  In  January,  1855,  he  sailed  in  the 
ship  Frances  Palmer,  for  the  United  States 
and  landed  in  New  Orleans  April  1.  A  few 
weeks  later  he  went  to  New  York,  worked  at 
liis  trade  for  a  while  in  that  State,  and  from 
there  came  to  Wisconsin.  After  following 
his  trade  two  years  and  a  half  in  New  Glanis, 
he  came,  in  October,  1857,  to  Fountain  City. 
In  company  with  John  Schmitz  he  opened  a 
cabinet  and  furniture  store,  and  a  year  later 
sold  out  to  his  partner.  The  following  year 
he  worked  at  cabinet-making,  and  after  that 
turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and  build- 
ing, having  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  after 
coming  to  this  country. 

The  war  at  this  time  continuing  to  rage, 
he  tendered  his  services  to  the  Union,  enlist- 
ing at  Fountain  City,  December  1,  1864,  in 
Company  D,  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He 
went  with  his  command  to  Little  Rock,  Ar- 
kansas, which  place  was  headq^uarters  for  the 
regiment  most  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  ser- 
vice. They  were  chiefly  engaged  in  guard 
duty.  June  8,  18G5,  Mr.  Voegeli  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Little  Rock. 

Returning  home  after  the  war,  he  again 
engaged  in  carpentering  for  a  time.  Mis 
health,  however,  was  so  much  impaired  tliat 
he  was  unable  to  continue  it  long.  Novem- 
ber 9, 1874,  he  was  commissioned  Postmaster 
of  Fountain  City,  and  held  this  position  until 
February  1,  1885,  when  lie  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  change  of  administration.      He  was 


Trustee  of  the  town  for  two  years  — 1887  "SS: 
served  as  Treasurer  one  term  in  1870,  an<l 
again  from  1875  to  18SL  During  the  time 
he  was  Postmaster  lie  also  acteil  as  insurance 
agent. 

Mr.  Yoegeli  was  mai-i'ied  in  Switzerland. 
April  4,  1854,  to  Anna  Rosina  Wichser.  !!y 
her  he  liad  nine  children,  namely:  Elizaljetli, 
who  died  young;  Thomas;  Anna,  who  also 
died  y<jung;  Fred,  Kate,  now  Mrs.  Charles 
Baertscli,  Dakota;  Albert  and  Albertina.  who 
both  died  in  infancy,  ami  Henry.  Mrs. 
Voegeli's  death  occurred  June  ('»,  1^83.  No- 
vember 10,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Ivuingunda  KloetHier  (Englehardt), 
his  present  companion. 

Ever  since  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  Voegeli  has  voted  with  tlie 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  Fountain  City  Lodge,  No.  13, 
and  of  Peter  Weber  Post,  No.  254,  G.  A.  R., 
Fountain  City.  He  receives  a  pension  from 
the  Government.  His  wife  is  a  Catholic, 
while  he  holds  to  the  faith  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  liaving  helped  to  establish  the  one  at 
Fountain  City. 

Mr.  Voageli  has  beju  suc-essful  in  busi- 
ness, always  giving  his  close  attention  to 
whatever  duty  he  liad  in  hand.  During  his 
residence  here  he  has  contributed  largely 
toward  the  development  of  the  town.  lie  is 
now  retired  from  active  business,  and,  sur- 
rounded by  his  kiiulred  and  hosts  of  friends, 
he  is  quietly  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  in- 
dustry. 


mR.  WILLIAM  M.  YOUX(i,  of  (iales- 
\m]  ville,  is  a  pioneer  jiliysician  of  Trein- 
^^  pealeau  county,  having  come  here  at  the 
time  Judge  Gale  came,  assisted  the  latter  in 
surveying  the  original  plat  of  Galesville  and 
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bad  charge  of  the  sale  of  lots.  When  Dr. 
Young  came  to  Trempealeau  county  thei'e 
was  but  one  family  res-idincf  on  the  present 
plat  of  the  village.  Tliis  was  the  family  of  a 
Mr.  Armstrong. 

Dr.  Young  was  born  in  Schenectady  county, 
JSew  York.  He  began  studying  medicine 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  with  his  brother. 
Dr.  George  IT.  Young,  at  Elkhorn,  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  graduated  at  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  in  1855.  He  then 
went  to  La  Crosse  and  pi-acticed  for  a  time, 
but  soon  after  came  to  Galesville.  He  was 
induced  to  locate  here  by  his  brother-in-law, 
Judge  Gale,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  the  town,  and  lias 
the  honor  of  lieing  its  first  Postmaster.  He 
has  spent  several  winters  in  the  State  of 
Florida,  where  he  owns  valuable  property- 
He  is  a  great  lover  of  the  works  of  nature" 
and  has  a  line  collection  of  rare  specimens  of 
tropical  and  semi-tropical  plants,  wliieh  lie 
has  brought  from  the  land  of  flowers.  He 
has  also  a  rare  collection  of  minerals,  etc. 
Has  11(1  family. 

fDWIN  ELKIXS,  Tostmaster  at  Trem. 
\\S/l  P^'^'^^"'  "'^'  ^"^'■"  '"  Kennedy,  Chan- 
^^  tauqua  county,  ^Sew  York,  ^'ovemlier 
26,  1835,  twin  of  Edward  Elkins.  now  resid- 
ing at  the  jilace  where  he  was  born.  The 
parents  were  Abiol  and  Mary  Elkins. 

Edwin  Elkins  was  reared  in  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1854  he  came  AVest  and 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  llie  State  of 
Iowa.  He  went  I  i  Winona  county,  Minne- 
sota, and  came  to  Trempealeau  in  the  sprino- 
of  1857,  which  has  since  lieen  his  hdnie. 

He  enlisted  Novemhcr  14,  1801,  in  Com- 
jiany  I).  Fourteenth  riegiment  Wisconsin 
A'dlunteer  Infantry;  was  made  ccnnpany  cook 


in  1862,  and  Sergeant  January  1,  1863,  and 
Second  Sergeant  February  18,  1864;  and  was 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant  December  14 
of  the  same  year  by  Governor  Lewis.  In 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  under  Major- 
General  McPherson,  he  participated  in  many 
of  the  severest  battles  of  the  war,  including 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  siege  of  Vicksbnrg,  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  the  battle  of  JNashville  Decem- 
ber 15  and  16,  1864;  also  in  the  siege  of 
Spanish  Fort  from  March  27  to  April  9, 
1865.  Was  mustered  out  at  Mobile.  Ala- 
bama, Octolier  9  of  the  same  year.  Of  the 
original  KJO  men  that  composed  the  company, 
but  thirteen  were  numbered  in  the  muster 
out. 

After  the  war  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  tlie 
county.  He  has  served  in  many  local  posi- 
tions, including  that  of  Town  Treasurer  for 
fifteen  terms.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  builder 
by  trade,  and  was  dorie  much  in  that  occupa- 
tion since  the  war. 

He  was  married,  in  Trempealeau,  in  the 
spring  of  1S67,  to  Miss  Maria  Brandenberg, 
a  daughter  of  Alfred  M.  Brandenberg,  of 
Trempealeau.  They  have  no  children.  Mr. 
Elkins  is  a  member  of  Charles  II.  Ford  Post, 
of  Trempealeau. 

Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  cast  his 
fi'-st  Presidential  vote  for  A_braham  Lincoln 
in  1860. 


|ETER  V.  REBHAHN,  who  resides  in 
AWi  ''■^*^*®  Valley,  Waumandee  township,  is 
~Jc  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
February  14,  1826,  son  of  Lucas  and  Mary 
(Loch)  Rebhahn.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Both  his  parents  were  born, 
passed  their  lives  and  died  in  that  counti-y, 
the  father's  death  occurring   in  1856.      Their 


BIOG  UA  I'lnCAL    UISTOn  Y. 


four  cliildreii  were  Maggie  M.,  I'eter  V., 
Mary  ami  l^arbara.  By  his  secdiid  wife, 
Francisca,  the  father  had  three  children, — 
Francisca,  Cauiiiunda  and  Emelie.  Fran- 
cisca is  living  in  Wisconsin,  and  the  other 
two  reside  in  Minnesota. 

Mr.  Rebhahn  lived  at  home  and  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  was  twenty-one. 
He  then  entered  the  Bavarian  army  and 
served  six* years,  during  that  time  partici- 
pating in  the  revolution  of  1848.  He  re- 
ceived his  discharge  May  18,  1854.  He  at 
once  went  home,  and  a  few  days  later,  May 
28,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing 
in  New  York.  From  there  he  came  to  Wis- 
consin, and  for  three  years  was  at  Milwaukee, 
in  the  employ  of  the  Milwaukee.  St.  Paul  & 
La  Crosse  Railroad  Company.  Going  to  La 
Crosse,  October  1,  1858,  he  worked  for  the 
same  company  five  years  longer.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Buflalo  county  and 
located  on  the  farm  of  120  acres,  which  he 
had  bought  in  1861.  His  lirother- in-law  had 
lived  ou  the  place  and  had  'made  some  im- 
provements, including  a  house,  etc.  In  1863, 
when  he  moved  here,  Mr.  Rebhahn  pu' chased 
an  eighty-acre  tract  in  the  same  section.  He 
continued  to  cultivate  his  farm  with  success, 
and  in  1880  made  another  addition  to  his 
landed  estate  by  the  purchase  of  120  acres, 
also  in  section  1.  It  had  a  good  house  on  it 
and  was  fairly  improved,  and  he  has  since 
erected  a  barn.  Mr.  Rebhahn  now  has  about 
300  acres  under  cultivation,  and  his  farm  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
He  also  owns  120  acres  in  Glencoe  township, 
section  6,  chiefly  timber  and  pasture  land; 
has  sold  forty  acres  of  his  first  purchase.  On 
his  farms  are  found  some  fine  specimens  of 
cattle  and  horses.  For  the  last  nine  years  he 
has  been  raising  shorthorn  half-breeds.  In 
liorses  his  stock  is  inixccj  with  Norman  and 
Clydesdale. 


Mr.  Relihahn  was  married  in  Milwaukee, 
AVisconsin,  August  25,  1S56,  to  Kathei'ine, 
daughter  of  JS'iek  and  Maggie  (Schuester) 
Wallinger.  To  them  nine  children  have  been 
born,  as  follows:  Maggie,  wlio  is  now  in  a 
convent;  Nicholas,  who  died  young;  Adolph, 
j\[ary,  wife  of  Michael  Gass;  Amali,  wife  of 
Martin  Zeller;  Peter,  who  is  now  in  the  State 
of  Washington;  Anna,  in  the  convent  at  La 
Crosse;  and  Katherine  and  Frederick  at 
home. 

Politically  Mr.  Uebhalin  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Assessor  two  terms,  of  Supervisor  three 
terms,  and  several  times  has  been  Road- 
master.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  has  been  trustee 
of  the  church  most  of  the  time  since  he  came 
to  the  valley.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  him. 


IjaYMAN  H.  WHITNEY,  the  present 
'Wli  County  Clerk  of  Trempealeau  county, 
^^  was  elected  to  his  present  office  Novem- 
ber 4,  1890,  succeeding  E.  N.  Trowbridge. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since 
July,  1872,  at  which  time  he  settled  at  Cor- 
ral City  and  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing. He  continued  there  until  1874,  when 
he  came  to  Whitehall  and  also  established  a 
mercantile  business,  from  which  he  retired  in 
1883,  purchasing  the  mill  property  at  Corral 
City,  which  he  has  since  owned  and  operated. 
This  mill  was  built  by  B.  G.  Wright,  in  1877, 
and  is  a  custom  tlour-mill,  located  on  Pigeon 
creek. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Des  ^Moines 
county,  Iowa,  in  1840,  a  soi,  of  Clark  Whitney 
a  pioneer  of  that   county,  having  emigrated 
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tliere  from  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1848 
the  laniily  removed  to  Texas,  and  to  Kacine 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1850.  whei-e  the  fatlier 
died  in  1855,  and  the  motlier  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Mei'rilloM,  Jaclcson  county.  After  the 
death  of  the  father  tlie  mother  removed  to 
Jackson  county  with  her  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daugliters,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. Clark  Whitney  was  a  millwright  by 
trade,  which  fact  led  to  his  son  engaging  in 
the  same  businefs,  which  has  been  his  chief 
occnpation  since  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

Lyman  H.  Whitney  was  married  in  Jack- 
son county,  Wisconsin,  January  1,  1861,  to 
Miss  Zilpha  Wright,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
(-.  Wright,  an  early  settler  (if  tliat  county, 
where  he  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVhit- 
ney  have  four  children:  Cora,  Phebe,  Fred 
and  Winnie.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a  well-known 
and  esteemed  citizen  of  Trempealeau  county. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  the  fact 
that  he  was  elected  to  a  responsible  and  im- 
]>ortant  position  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow 
citizens  and  Ity  a  large  majority  in  a  county 
that  is  strongly  Kepublican,  is  an  evidence  of 
the  contidence  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  re- 
garded by  the  citizens  of  this  county.  luhis 
early  voting  days  he  was  a  Kepublican,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote  for  Abruhain  Liucolii  in 
1860,  and  again  for  Lincoln  in  18G4,  but  as 
new  issues  arose  he  saw  his  duty  elsewhere, 
and  in  more  recent  years  has  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  Jiarty. 


fVIMS  H.  CUTTER,  M.  D..  is  tlie  phy 
sician  and  .-urgeun  at  Trempealeau, 
where  he  locatcil  in  ,\.])ril,  1881,  suc- 
ceeding Dr.  A.  Atwood.  The  Doctor  was 
liorii  in  Oswego,  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  in 
1857,  and  received  his  literary  erjiication  at 
Jennings  Scmimiry,  Aurora,  and  at  the  Uni- 


versity of  Illinois  at  Champaign.  He  began 
the  study  of  medicine  in  1876,  at  Oswego, 
under  the  preceptorshiji  of  Dr.  G.  B.  Lester. 
He  graduated  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chi- 
cago, in  March,  1881,  and  located  at  Trem- 
pealeau in  the  year  of  his  graduation.  The 
Doctor  is  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary  (Fox) 
Cutter,  the  latter  a  native  of  the  State  of 
JS^ew  York.  The  parents  have  lived  all  their 
married  life  at  Oswego.  In  November,  1881, 
Dr.  Cutter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hattie  Billings,  of  Oswego,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Blanche,  Cyra,  Olga,  and 
Marion. 

Dr.  Cutter  is  a  gentleman  of  culture,  and 
his  professional  career  has  thus  far,  nearly 
all  of  which  has  been  passed  in  Trempealeau 
county,  been  attended  with  a  marked  de- 
gree of  success.  He  is  thoroughly  educated 
in  his  profession,  for  which  he  possesses  a 
natural  adaptation.  Genial  and  affable  in 
disposition,  and  of  a  sympathetic  nature, 
qualities  essential  to  the  successful  physician, 
he  has  attained  to  more  than  ordinary  popu- 
larity in  his  profession.  As  a  citizen  he  is 
esteemed  and  respected  for  his  enterprising 
and  progressive  spirit. 


'%^m^^' 


^AUL  F.  MUELLER,  publisher  of  the 
m  Buftalo  County  Re.puhUkanei\  of  Foun- 
"^  tain  City,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany.  His  parents,  Otto  and 
Emilie  (Elkan)  Mueller,  were  both  natives  of 
Hanover,  the  former  born  August  12,  1822, 
and  the  latter  March  18,  1833,  and  both  are 
deceased.  They  had  three  children,  Robert, 
Edward  and  Paul.  Robert  is  consul  at  Eour- 
deaux,  France.  Edward  died  in  Chicago  in 
1889.  Paul  F.,  the  youngest,  attended  school 
in  Germany  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of 
age,  at  whicli  time  he  entered   the   mivy  as  a 
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soldier,  iiitendincr  to  follow  that  service  for 
life.  He,  however,  remained  only  aijout  two 
years  and  a  half,  during  that  period  making 
trips  to  India  and  China.  On  account  of  his 
eyes  failing  he  was  obliged  to  leave  tiie  navy, 
and  had  the  choice  of  going  into  the  army  or 
leaving  the  Government  service.  He  ciiose 
tlie  latter,  and  decided  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States.  He  landed  at  New  York 
October  15,  1879,  and  after  remaining  there 
awhile  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  lived  sev- 
eral years  and  was  for  a  time  employed  on 
German  newspapers.  Leaving  Chicago  he 
went  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  secured  a 
position  in  the  State  Insane  Asylum.  While 
living  there  he  made  a  visit  to  Fountain  City, 
and  was  so  much  pleased  with  this  place  that 
he  decided  to  locate  liere,  which  lie  subse- 
quently did.  The  editor  of  the  Buffalo  County 
Republikaner  being  sick,  he  assisted  him  on 
the  paper,  and  after  the  editor's  death  Mr. 
Mueller  and  Mr.  John  Schmitz  purchased  the 
plant.  They  operated  it  together  for  a  time, 
and  then  Mr.  Mueller  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  has  since  been  its  sole  proprietor. 
He  purchased  this  interest  in  October,  1890. 
When  Messrs.  Mueller  &  Schmitz  became 
proprietors  the  paper  was  in  a  depressed 
financial  condition,  and  it  is  through  Mr.  Muel- 
ler's energy  and  ability  that  it  is  in  its  present 
flourishing  condition.  The  first  improvement 
he  made  was  to  issue  a  second  edition,  called 
the  Alma  Blaetter.  The  Repiihlikaner  makes 
its  appearance  each  Monday,  and  has  a  circu- 
lation of  about  2,200.  It  is  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  its  patronage  and  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  country;  in  politics  it  is  Demo- 
cratic, but  is  conservative.  In  connection 
with  the  pulilication  of  this  paper,  Mr.  Muel- 
ler has  established  a  first-class  job  ofiice,  in 
which  department  he  is  securing  a  liberal 
patronage,  extending  his  i)usiness  to  adjacent 
cities. 


Mr.  Mueller  was  married  July  18,  1889, 
at  liutfalo  City,  to  Adelheid,  daughter  of 
William  and  Charlotte  (Koch)  Ivan,  of  Wi- 
nona, Minnesota.  They  have  one  child, 
Arthur,   born  June  4,  1890. 

Mr.  Mueller  is  peculiarly  adapteil  for  the 
work  of  a  journalist.  He  is  keen-siglited, 
energetic,  and  ever  alive  to  the  wants  of  the 
people.  He  Ijelieves  in  progress  and  works 
to  that  end.  Thoroughly  educated,  he  is 
cosmopolitan  in  thought,  magnetic  in  person- 
ality and  genial  in  companionship  It  is 
fortunate  for  the  peiiple  in  Buffalo  county 
that  they  have  a  man  so  well  versed  and  able 
to  conduct  their  journal.  The  advantages  of 
such  a  man  to  the  community  can  hardly  be 
estimated.  Mr.  Mueller  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Chnrcli. 


fHINEAS  A.  WILLIAMS,  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  Whitehall,  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
since  1878,  or  since  the  county  seat  was 
established.  The  attorneys  here  at  that  time, 
besides  himself,  were  Otis  J.  Allen,  Samuel 
S.  Miller  and  Carroll  Atwood.  Mr.  Allen 
died  here  in  1885;  Miller  was  District  At- 
torney eight  years,  a  inember  of  the  Assem- 
bly, and  now  resides  at  Rhinelander,  Oneida 
county,  Wisconsin;  and  Atwood  was  a  grad- 
uate of  the  law  school  at  Madison,  and  now 
resides  at  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota.  The 
present  attorneys  of  AYhitehall  are  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  H.  A.  Anderson.  Mr. 
Williams,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  early 
families  of  Trempealeau  county,  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
22,  1847,  a  son  of  Charles  Williams,  a  native 
of  New  York.  He  was  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
but  the  original  ancestor  of  his  family  came 
to  this  country  previous  to  the  Kevolutionary 
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war.  Charles  Williams  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
when  twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  three 
times  married,  his  first  wife  being  Prudence 
Piandall,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1848 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin 
and  settled  in  Fond  du  Lac  county,  where  he 
conducted  a  boot  and  shoe  store  in  Rosendale, 
and  also  owned  and  operated  a  farm.  In  the 
fall  of  1856  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Trempealeau  county,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Caledonia  township,  which  he  improved.  He 
next  went  to  the  village  of  Trempealeau,  in 
1861,  where  he  lived  until  1868,  and  in  that 
year  returned  to  Caledonia  township  and  pur- 
chased another  farm,  where  he  died  in  1888. 
His  first  wife  died  in  Fond  du  Lac  county  in 
1852,  after  which  he  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  married  his  second  wife,  who 
died  in  1805.  In  1867  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  a  remai-kable 
coincidence  that  he  was  three  times  married 
in  the  village  of  liaytield.  and  eacli  time  by 
the  same  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  third 
wife  still  survives  her  husband. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  well-known  earlv  set- 
tler of  the  county,  was  a  quiet  man  and  much 
respected.  He  had  two  children  by  his  first 
wife,  Pliineas  A.,  our  subject,  and  James, 
who  resides  with  his  brother  in  AVliitehall. 
The  eldest  ciiild  by  the  second  marriage  was 
Eli,  who  was  drowned  from  the  steamer 
Tiber,  in  a  trip  up  the  Mississippi  river,  in 
1884,  at  the  age  of  twenty- three  years.  A 
daugliter,  Clara,  also  by  the  second  maiTiaixe. 
is  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Chirk,  of  Fian- 
dereau.  Minnesota. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  was  educated  in 
the  common  and  graded  schools  of  Trempea- 
leau, and  was  for  sonic  time  a  student  at 
liipon  College.  IL^  began  the  study  of  law 
in  1875,  and  was  for  some  time  u  -tudent  in 
the    office    of    ().   J,    Aih'ii,    with     whc.in     lie 


fortued  a  partnership  in  1878,  which  con- 
tinued until  1883,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  alone.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Frances 
Soutliworth,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  D.  South- 
worth,  who  came  to  Trempealeau  county  in 
1858  and  settled  at  Coral  City.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams  have  one  son,  Kay  R..  born  at 
Coral  City  August  13,  1876.  Politically 
Mr.  Williams  is  a  Republican,  casting  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Grant  in  1872.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  ability  as  a  lawyer,  and  well- 
known  throughout  Trempealeau  county,  of 
which  he  has  been  so  long  a  resident. 


c^#-^ 


^^^.-^APTAIX  JOHN  D.  LEWIS,  of  the 
town  of  Arcadia,  deserves  prominent 
'^^  mention  in  this  work  as  one  of  the 
well-known  citizens  of  Trempealeau  county. 
His  residence  and  farm  are  on  sections  7  and 
8,  town  21,  range  9  west,  where  he  settled  in 
1866.  Captain  Lewis  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  New  York,  February  19. 1828,  a  son 
of  Morgan  Lewis.  The  family  in  America 
is  of  Welsh  ancestry,  the  ancestors  of  the 
family  having  been  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  Connecticut  colony.  Two  brothers  of 
the  Lewis  family  emigrated  from  Connecticut 
at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  paternal  grandfather  (for 
whom  our  subject  was  named),  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  Morgan 
Lewis  was  born  June  29,  1805,  married 
Lydia  Comstock,  and  died  at  the  place  of  his 
l)irth  July  1,  1855,  having  just  passed  his 
fiftieth  year.  Tlie  mother,  who  was  born 
July  17,  1805,  now  lives  with  her  son  in  the 
town  of  Arcadia.  Captain  Lewis  was  the 
elilest  of  a  family  of  five  children,  which  con- 
sisted of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  lix'ing.      The  second  of  tlie  family, 
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Alonzo,  is  a  resident  of  Minnesota;  Josephine 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Elkin,  of  Watertown, 
South  Dakota;  Theodore  is  also  a  resident  of 
Minnesota;  Frances  is  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Searight  and  resides  in  Arcadia.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native 
place  and  passed  the  years  1847  and  1848 
near  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  but  returnina;  to 
the  Empire  State  was  married  to  Charlotte 
Mayberry,  sister  of  C.  G.  May  berry,  a  prom- 
inent architect  of  Winona.  On  the  8th  of 
July,  1854,  Captain  Lewis  started  West  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  a  permaennt  loca- 
tion, his  destination  being  Minnesota  On 
reaching  Downer's  Grove,  Illinois,  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  days  with  a  friend  named 
Linus  Kandall,  a  blacksmith  by  occupation, 
wlio  accompanied  him  to  Winona.  There 
Captain  Lewis  remained  during  that  fall, 
engaged  at  his  trade,  that  of  carpentry. 
Late  in  the  season  he  went  to  Fountain  City, 
Buffalo  county,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
work.  At  that  place  he  met  Edward  Lees, 
and  together  they  went  up* to  Waumandee 
valley  for  the  purpose  of  locating  land.  Cap- 
tain Lewis  making  a  selection  about  four 
miles  from  Fountain  City.  Soon  after  he 
was  engaged  by  Bishop  &  Carpenter  to  plan 
and  erect  a  sawmill  at  Fountain  City  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  that  place  in  Janu- 
ary, 1855,  and  his  wife  having  arrived  in 
Winona  soon  after  his  arrival  at  that  place 
they  now  took  up  their  residence  near  Foun- 
tain City,  for  a  time  occupying  a  shanty 
which  he  erected.  Mr.  Lewis  superintended 
the  construction  of  the  mill  above  referred 
to,  which  he  completed  the  following  July, 
and  also  operated  the  mill  until  it  got  into 
good  working  order,  and  he  built  a  dwelling 
from  the  first  lumber  sawed  by  the  mill. 
Captain  Lewis  was  apy)ointed  Sheriff  of  Buf- 
falo county,  September  2,  1856,  by  Governor 
Coles  Bashford,  to  fill   the  unexpired  term  of 


Jesse  Trueman,  deceased.  In  1858  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  county,  and  filling  that 
position  very  acceptably  was  re-elected,  hold- 
ing the  office  five  years.  He  was  largely 
instrumental  in  raising  the  IJutfalo  Rifle 
Company  (which  was  one  of  the  earliest 
organizations  for  service  in  the  civil  war 
raised  in  this  State)  and  on  its  organization 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant,  his  commission 
from  Governor  Kandall  bearing  the  date  of 
April  30,  1861.  He  served  on  the  Potomac 
in  that  command  until  the  last  of  December 
of  that  year,  when  he  received  a  recruiting 
commission  from  Governor  Randall  and  was 
for  some  time  engaged  in  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, i^ater  he  received  a  commissinn  from 
Governor  Lewis  which  authorized  him  to 
recruit  for  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  accord- 
ingly raised  a  company  which  became  Com- 
pany H  of  that  regiment,  of  which  he  was 
placed  in  command,  his  commisssion  bearing 
the  date  of  March  29,  1865,  and  his  dis- 
charge Mai'ch  24,  1866.  His  duty  was  a 
laborious  and  responsil)le  one,  and  his  health 
was  much  broken  by  his  service  in  the  army. 
During  the  summer  of  1865  he  marched 
with  his  command  over  1,400  miles,  his  field 
of  operations  being  in  Kansas,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  the  command  took  uj)  quar- 
ters at  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado.  Returning  to 
Fountain  City  at  the  close  of  his  term  of 
militarj'  service,  he  soon  after  went  to  Trem- 
pealeau county,  and  took  up  from  the  Gov- 
ernment the  land  where  he  now  resides,  which 
was  then  wild  and  new,  and  erected  the  first 
house  in  this  valley  and  made  the  first  road. 
Captain  Lewis  and  wife  have  nine  children, 
si.x  sons  and  three  daughters:  Louis  Kossuth, 
the  eldest  son,  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  at  Huron,  South  Dakota;  (Jlive,  the 
second  son,  is  at  home;  De  l.ns  is  in  ^Ion- 
tana;  Adelbert  resides  in  the  town  ii\'  Arcadia, 
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and  Archie  is  still  at  home.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Inez,  is  the  wife  of  John  Burt,  of 
Iron  liiver,  Michigan;  Blanche  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Ducker,  of  Iron  River,  Michigan;  and 
Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  John  Busby,  of 
Arcadia.  Captain  Lewis  is  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  West  Wisconsin,  where  he 
has  lived  so  long  and  honorably,  and  has 
ever  been  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  county.  Besides  the 
offices  of  County  Clerk  and  Sheriff  which  he 
held  in  the  early  days,  he  has  held  many 
local  offices,  having  been  chairman  of  the 
town  board  of  Arcadia  for  three  terms  and 
its  Assessor  for  six  years.  In  his  earliest 
voting  days  Captain  Lewis  was  a  Democrat, 
but  voted  for  Fremont,  the  first  Kepublican 
candidate  for  President,  and  continued  a 
Republican  until  the  Garfield  campaign  of 
1880,  since  which  time  he  has  been  inde- 
pendent in  his  political  sentiments.  He  is  a 
man  of  large  and  varied  reading  and  possesses 
much  general  information.  He  has  for  many 
years  given  much  attention  to  the  study  of 
geology  and  is  an  acknowledged  authority  on 
the  geological  formation  of  Wisconsin.  He 
was  employed  for  two  years  in  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  in  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior regions,  and  has  a  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  ojeological  suecimens. 


tLEXAXDER  M<GILVRAY,  deceased, 
one  of  the  early  and  well-known  set- 
,,,  tiers  of  the  town  of  (iale,  was  born  in 
Inverness,  Scotland,  duly  l-j,  1804.  He  emi- 
grated to  Nova  Scotia  and  thence  to  Canada, 
and  thence  to  Portage,  Wisconsin,  in  1851. 
In  1852  he  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  and 
was  followed  in  J\ine,  1853,  by  his  family. 
He  entered  the  land  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  his  son,  Gilbert   I.   McGilvray,  and  estab- 


lished a  ferry  across  Black  river,  which  he 
operated  until  his  death,  June  17,  1887. 

He  married,  in  Canada,  Catherine  Rankin, 
and  had  five  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  sons 
are  all  living.  Gilbert  I.  McGilvi-ay  has 
operated  the  ferry  since  his  father's  death. 

,mENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  GIPPLE  is  a 
llf^  descendant  of  the  Palantine  Mennonites, 
'^^  exiles  from  Canton  Aargau,  Switzerland. 
The  family,  with  many  others,  to  escape  a  re- 
lentless persecution,  fled  from  Aargau  to 
Offenburg,  Middle  Baden,  and  on  the  revo- 
cation in  1685  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by 
Louis  XIV  of  France  they  removed  to  Alsace 
for  the  same  cause.  Again,  on  the  cession  of 
Alsace  to  France  upon  the  treaty  of  Ryswick 
in  1697,  they  went  to  Holland  for  protection 
and  a  refuge  undei-  the  mild  rule  of  William 
of  Orange,  wdiere  they  enjoyed  religious 
freedom.  From  Rotteidam  they  emigrated 
to  the  Provinfee  of  Pennsylvania,  North 
America,  by  way  of  Plymouth,  England,  on 
the  brigantine  Richmond  and  Elizabeth, 
Christopher  Clymen,  master,  and  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  in  1733.  The  name  was  for- 
merly spelleiJ  Geibbel:  the  reason  for  the 
change  is  not  apparent,  unless  it  is  one  of 
those  Americanisms  that  so  often  have  their 
origin  in  the  transit  from  one  language  to 
another.  The  family  settled  in  the  locality 
of  what  is  now  the  village  of  Manheim,  Lan- 
caster county,  {■'ennsylvania. 

Tii3  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Conrad  L.  Gipple,  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  the  advent  of  the  family  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, married  Elizabeth  Summy,  eldest 
daughter  of  Jacob  Summy.  In  1825  they 
moved  to  Seipio,  Cayuga  county.  New  York, 
where  Benjamin  F.  was  born,  April  26, 1828. 
A  year  or   two   later    the    father    moved  his 
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family  to  Lancaster,  Erie  county,  where  five 
years  afterward  be  met  bis  deatb  wbile  assist- 
ing to  raise  the  Presbyterian  cburcii  in  the 
village  of  Lancaster.  His  young  wife,  with 
live  small  children,  was  thus  suddenly  left  to 
tight  the  battle  of  life  alone.  The  members 
of  the  church  made  little  if  indeed  any  effort 
to  assist,  even  in  the  matter  of  harvesting 
her  meager  crops.  Winter  came  on  to  find 
her  with  but  a  few  bushels  of  buckwheat 
to  serve  as  bread  for  herself  and  children, 
and  suffering  from  the  want  of  the  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life  followed  This  in- 
difference on  the  part  of  professed  Chris- 
tians claiming  to  be  governed  by  a  Di\  ine 
law,  which  defines  religion  pure  and  undefiled 
before  God  the  Father,  to  visit  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless  in  their  affliction,  made  a  pro- 
found impression  on  the  son  in  after  and 
maturer  years.  The  Pennsjivaniiins  in  those 
early  times  adhered  with  great  tenacity  to  the 
mother  tongue,  and  for  many  years  they 
would  not  permit  a  child  to  address  its  par- 
ents in  the  English  language.  When,  there- 
fore, our  subject  at  an  early  age  was  sent  to 
the  common  district  school,  he  was  as  igno- 
rant of  this  language  as  a  new-born  babe,  and 
the  want  of  this  important  accomplishment 
seemed  to  him  to  impress  his  teacher  with  the 
brilliant  idea  that 

Wer  sprecht  nur  deutsch, 
Braucht  gewiss  die  peitsche. 

At  all  events  the  teacher  proceeded  to  enrich 
his  tender  German  mind  in  rudimental  Eng- 
lish by  a  vigorous  use  of  the  inductive 
method,  from  behind,  posteriori.  Common 
schools  in  those  primitive  times  were  indeed 
common  enough,  and  the  teachers  employed 
wei-e  usually  large,  muscular  fellows,  noted 
more  from  their  pugilistic  attairiinents  than 
intellectual  culture.  They  were  equipped 
with  a  brawny  pair  of  fists,  a  birchen  gad, 
ferrule,  and  a  two-bladed    knife, — the  former 


to  sharpen  the  wits  of  the  pupil,  and  the 
latter  to  sharpen  their  goose-quill  pens.  The 
state  of  affairs  between  teacher  and  the  "big 
boys,"  when  not  in  actual  conflict,  was  that  of 
an  armed  neutrality,  each  constantly  on  the 
alert,  and  when  the  conflict  came,  as  it  often 
did,  the  floor  would  be  overlaid  with  books, 
ferrules,  broken  gads,  tufts  of  hair,  overturned 
benches  and  table,  "like  autumnal  leaves  that 
strew  the  brooks  of  Vallambrosa."  The  in- 
junction of  that  wisest  of  men.  King  Solo- 
mon, "spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the  child,"  was 
Inirned  as  it  were  into  their  very  souls.  They 
believed  that  by  a  vigorous  use  of  brute 
force,  the  young  mind  could  be  compelled  to 
accomplish  anything.  The  Bible  had  a  place 
on  the  desk  of  the  teacher,  from  which  a 
chapter  was  daily  read,  but  it  coming  to  his 
knowledge  that  some  of  llie  precocious  boys 
were  calling  the  attention  of  the  girls  to 
portions  of  the  inspired  volume,  which  re- 
cited the  adventures  of  calculating  Tamar, 
the  acts  of  sportive  David,  or  the  odoriferous 
menu  vouchsafed  to  turbulent  Ezekiel,  they 
(the  boys)  were  soundly  flogged,  and  the  Bible 
placed  nnder  lock  and  key,  to  be  brought  out 
again  next  term.  Notwithstanding  what  is 
here  said  touching  the  crudeness  of  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  those  early  days,  they  were, 
nevertheless,  a  potent  factor  in  our  civiliza- 
tion, and  under  the  spur  of  a  progressive  ao-e 
and  scientiflc  attainments  in  the  art  of  teach- 
ing they  have  gradually  attained  a  higher 
standard. 

At  the  age  of  ven  years  P>enjamin  F.  was 
hired  out  to  work  on  a  farm,  which  was  re- 
peated yearly  thereafter  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  was  given  in 
charge  of  a  Mr.  Stephen  Buck,  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade.  After  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years,  he  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  a  carpenter  flfteen  or  twenty  years. 
At  the  tender  age  of  ten  years,    while  in  the 
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employ  of  a  zealous  deacon,  who  with  others 
of  his  kind,  taking  advantage  of  a  revival 
then  in  progress,  bringing  to  bear  those 
questionable  high-pressure  methods  so  often 
employed,  lie  was  persuaded  to  unite  with  the 
Christian  church,  from  which,  in  riper  years, 
after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  origin 
an<l  history  of  the  various  religions  of  the 
world,  he  withdrew.  In  his  twenty-second 
year  he  was  mari'ied  to  Mary  Ann  Snure,  a 
daughter  of  John  Snure,  Esq.,  of  Pelham, 
Canada  West:  he  then  settled  on  his  farm  in 
Lancaster,  New  York.  In  the  tall  of  1853 
he  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Company,  who 
had  purchased  real  estate  on  Seventh  street, 
near  tlie  Soldiers'  Home,  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  ('ohimbia,  to  take  charge  in  the 
building  of  a  number  of  residences  which 
the  company  were  about  to  erect.  In  the 
fall  of  1856  he  sold  his  farm  in  Lancaster, 
and  moved  his  family  to  Houston  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  pursued  his  trade,  act- 
ing meantime  in  the  capacity  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  the 
year  following. 

\n  the  summer  of  1859  a  well,  which  was 
being  dug  by  his  friend  and  neighbor,  J.  15. 
Ames,  after  going  through  clay  to  the  depth 
of  fifty  feet  and  then  striking  sand,liegan  to 
cave,  the  clay  part  above  remaining  in  place. 
The  laborers  becoming  frightened  abandoned 
the  well.  Mr.  Gipple,  desiring  to  assist  his 
friend,  went  down  for  llie  purpose  of  curbing 
it:  while  at  work  several  tons  of  clay  broke 
loose  and  came  down  with  a  crash.  A  lartre 
crowd  of  people  hoon  gathered  about  the  well, 
but  no  one  had  the  courage  to  descend,  as  it 
was  supposed  to  be  an  extremely  hazardous 
undertaking.  At  this  juncture  appeared 
Norman  Webster,  a  brother  Mason,  and  in 
alter  ytai-s  an  officer  of  the  celebrated  Foster 
llattery,  wlio.  without  hesitating  a  moment 
and  at  the  i-isk  of  his  life,   let  himself  down 


into  the  well,  and  vigorously  commenced  the 
work  of  removing  the  clay  from  the  impris- 
oned victim.  This  done,  the  rope  was  fas- 
tened around  the  body  under  the  arms,  word 
was  given  by  Webster  to  hoist  away.  Mr. 
Gipple  was  laid  upon  au  improvised  door. 
Investigation  developed  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  right  leg  at  the  knee,  a  fracture  of  the 
right  arm,  and  dislocation  of  the  wrist  of 
the  same,  besides  other  injuries  of  a  minor 
nature.  This  accident  rendered  all  manual 
labor  impossible  for  a  year,  and  forever  dis- 
abled liiin  from  tlie  pursuit  of  his  trade. 

When  he  had  sufficiently  recovered,  his 
friend  Ames  started  a  store  in  the  village  of 
liiceford,  Houston  county,  Minnesota,  and 
placed  him  in  charge  of  the  same.  A  year 
later  Mr.  Ames  moved  his  business  to  Browns- 
ville, the  river  town  of  Houston  county, 
where,  August  6,  1862,  after  a  short  illness, 
Mrs.  (ripple  died,  leaving  him  alone  with 
tive  children,  viz.:  John  L.,  George  W.,  Etta 
E.,  Ella  E.  and  Charles.  After  this  sad  event, 
he  secured  a  situation  as  salesman  with  Mons 
Anderson,  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  eleven  years,  receiving  a  salary 
ranging  from  §6  to  $18.  The  position  of 
salesman  in  a  large  concern  like  that  of  Mons 
Anderson,  where  each  is  numbered,  and  bis 
value  depends  on  general  ability  and  the 
amount  of  his  sales,  is  by  no  means  a  sine- 
cure. Thousands  of  boys  desert  the  farm  to 
seek  what  in  their  ignorance  they  believe  to 
be  an  easy  life  behind  the  counter.  Vain 
delusion!  the  road  to  success  as  a  salesman  is 
arduous  and  dotted  with  failures.  An  accu- 
rate account  is  kept  of  the  work  of  each,  which 
leads  to  a  constant  struggle  for  sales,  and  this 
causes  strife,  contention,  and  sometimes 
blows.  Years  before,  foreseeing  that  the 
Scandinavians  were  coming  to  be  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  population  of  our  new 
Western  States,  Mr.  Gipple  had  taken   pains 
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to  learn  tlieir  language,  and  this,  with  his 
mother  tongue,  and  a  limited  knowledge  of 
French,  gave  him  great  advantage  over  Piich 
of  his  fellows  as  could  speak  but  English. 
This,  coupled  with  a  vigorous  determination 
to  get  to  the  front,  assured  success.  It  is,  he 
trusts,  with  pardonable  pride  that  he  looks 
back  upon  a  record  of  eleven  years  which 
show  that  after  the  first  month  the  amount  of 
his  sales  were  never  e.xcelled  hj  his  fellows. 
As  an  illustration  of  the  enormous  sales  at 
about  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  in  the  year 
1865,  his  sales  were  $27,750. 

After  coming  to  La  Crosse  he  was  twice 
drafted  and  twice  attempted  to  enlist  in  the 
late  war,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  the 
injuries  received  in  the  well. 

June  2,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Emily  li. 
Bradshaw,  of  Delphi,  Indiana.  From  this 
union  there  are  four  children:  Benjamin  F., 
Jr.,  Albert  A.,  William  B.  and  Mary  A.  In 
1872,  Mr.  Gipple  commenced  business  in  the 
dry-goods  line,  on  his  own  account,  in  La 
Crosse,  and  soon  afterward  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  C.  Curtis,  and  a  year  later 
Gipple  &  Curtis  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
the  Montello  "Woolen  Mills  Company,  Mon- 
tello,  Wisconsin,  under  the  name  of  H.  F. 
Gipple  &  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000. 
This  venture  proved  unfortunate;  in  less  than 
six  months  Mr.  Gipple  was  left  penniless, 
having  to  borrow  money  to  get  his  family 
back  to  La  Crosse.  In  1878,  through  the 
generosity  of  business  men  of  this  city,  he 
was  again  placed  on  his  feet,  and  opened  a 
general  store  at  North  Bend,  Jackson  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  soon  afterward  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  by  President  Grant,  which 
office  he  filled  for  ten  years,  at  the  same  time 
acting  also  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
instrumental  in  starting  an  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  at  that  place,  known  as  North  Bend 
Lodge.  No.  291,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  Noble 


Grand  of  this  lodge  several  terms,  often  rep- 
resenting the  same  at  the  Grand  Lodge.  In 
18r)6-"67  he  served  as  one  of  the  committee 
on  legislation  in  the  (xrand  Lodge,  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  and  afterward  served  two 
terms  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In 
February,  1888,  he  resigned  the  otfce  of 
Postmaster,  and  for  the  purpose  of  better 
school  facilities  moved  his  family  to  (4ales- 
ville,  Wisconsin,  where,  in  the  spring  follow- 
ing, he  was  elected  Police  Justice,  and  still 
holds  this  otfice. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete  without 
mention  of  one  between  whom  and  himself 
there  existed  for  some  years  the  most  inti- 
mate social  relations.  While  at  North  Bend 
he  became  acquainted  with  a  most  remarkable 
man,  in  the  person  of  James  M.  Pryse,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  a  profound  scholar, 
possessed  with  a  wonderful  fund  of  general 
knowledge,  lilieral  in  his  theological  views 
and  a  genial  companion.  This  acquaintance 
ripened  into  a  warm  friendship,  which  con- 
tinued to  the  hour  of  his  death,  March  13, 
1891.  In  the  death  of  this  excellent  man, 
who  had  stamped  himself  on  his  mind  and 
affections,  Mr.  Gipple  sustained  an  ii-repar- 
able  loss.  How  wonderful  events  crowd 
apace  in  sixty  four  short  years!  At  the 
date  of  the  birtli  o'i  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
John  Quincy  Adams  was  in  the  middle  of 
his  presidential  term,  and  since  that  time 
twenty-four  of  his  successors  have  exercised 
their  executive  functions,  meantime  eighteen 
States  have  been  added  to  the  Union,  and  the 
population  of  the  United  States  has  grown 
from  12,000,000  to  65,000,000. 


fTEPHEN    PtlCHMOND,   a   prominent 
representative  of   the  bar  of  Trempea- 
leau  count}-,  has   been   engaged   in    the 
practice  of  law  at  Arcadia   since  Septeinl)ei-, 
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1879.  He  was  born  at  Louisville,  St.  Law- 
rence eounty,  New  York,  in  1848,  a  son  of 
John  Richmond,  who  was  Ijorn  in  the  city  of 
York,  England,  in  1811,  and  came  to  America 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  lie  settled  at 
Madrid,  New  York,  and  later  at  Louisville, 
in  tlie  same  State.  lie  was  marriel  at  the 
former  place  to  Margaret  Hoy,  who  was  born 
in  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  18  13.  and  who  came  to 
America  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  The 
father  died  in  1867,  and  the  mother  is  still 
living.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  seven 
of  the  former  and  the  daughter  are  still  living, 
viz.:  Francis  is  the  eldest  surviving  brother 
of  the  family;  William  H.  was  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  John  also 
serveil  in  the  war  of  the  [tebelliun.  in  the 
same  regiment;  P.  E.  Richmond,  M.  D., 
graduated  at  the  Magill  College,  Montreal, 
and  now  resides  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Michi- 
gan, as  do  all  the  brothers  mentioned  above; 
Henry  is  a  merchant  tailor  at  the  same  place; 
Hannah,  the  wife  of  Charles  Rutherford,  re- 
sides at  the  ohl  home  in  St.  Lawrence  county, 
New  York;  and  the  youngest.  Dr.  James 
Richmond,  graduated  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  Chicago,  and  is  now  a 
practicing  piiysieiaii  of  Black  River  Falls. 

Stephen  Richmond,  our  suljject,  received 
his  early  education  at  the  juiblic  schools,  and 
his  later  literary  instructi<in  was  obtained  at 
Waddington  high  sclmol,  at  Lawrence 
Academy,  Potsdam,  New  York,  and  at  the 
Normal  School  at  the  same  ])lace.  He  taught 
several  terms  of  school  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  in  Se|)tember,  1870,  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county.  He  was  for  a  number 
of  years  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  in 
Steele  county,  Minnesota,  but  afterward  re- 
turned   to    Wisconsin    and     tauidit   a    select 


school  on  Trempealeau  Prairie.  From  1873 
to  1878  he  was  Principal  of  the  Galesville 
public  school,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  came 
to  Arcadia  and  engaged  in  the  same  capacity. 
Mr.  Riclimond  had  begun  tlie  study  of  law  in 
1871,  which  he  pursued  at  intervals  during 
his  teaching  career,  and  in  1879  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  in  September  of  that 
year  began  practice.  The  schools  of  Arcadia 
being  at  that  time  without  a  principal,  Mr. 
Richmond  was  induced  to  resume  that  po- 
sition, and  in  November,  1879,  he  was  elected 
Superintendent  of  the  Schools  in  Trempealeau 
county,  but  two  years  later  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law. 

He  was  married  at  Centerville  in  1871,  to 
Miss  Ida  Merwin,a  sister  of  William,  George 
and  James  Merwin  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  they  have  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Mr.  Richmond  is  a  prominent  member  of 
tlie  bar,  and  his  career  as  an  educator.  School 
Superintendent  and  lawyer  liave  rendered 
him  well  known  throughout  Trempealeau 
and  other  counties.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  is  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic County  Committee,  a  position  he  has 
tilled  since  1882,  and  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  State  Central  Committee  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Congres- 
sional Committee  of  tlie  Seventh  district.  He 
is  well  known  in  political  circles,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1890  he  visited  various  parts  of  the 
State  in  the  interests  of  the  party  that  he 
represents.  Mr.  Richmond  has  an  extensive 
and  increasing  professional  practice. 

JUSTIN  O.  WHITE,  of  Alma,  and  at 
Wm  present  Registrar  of  Deeds,  was  born 
^4>=^  in  Modena  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  January  6,  1861,  and  is  the  son 
of    David    and     Mary    (Ettle)    White.     His 
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father  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, August  15,  1820,  and  his  mother 
was  a  native  of  Gernianj',  born  January  1, 
1827.  When  a  child  she  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents.  David  White  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  is  still  living  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Modena  township.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  fourteen  chil- 
dren, viz.:  George,  Mary  Ann,  who  was  the 
wife  of  John  De  Bois,  and  is  now  deceased; 
]\[artha,  now  Mrs.  Von  Wald,  of  Dakota; 
Matilda,  now  Mrs.  Ephraim  Butler;  Samuel, 
William  M.,  John  H.,  llichard  M.,  Austin 
O.,  Charles,  Ettie,  now  Mrs.  Malcom  McGil- 
frey;  Marcellus,  Daniel,  and  David,  Jr.  All 
are  living  except  George,  Mary  Ann,  Samuel 
and  Charles.  George  was  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-fitth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Austin  O.  was  the  second  while  child  born 
in  Modena  township.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  assisting  his  father  and  attending  the 
public  schools.  His  father  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  an  influential  citizen  of  his 
township,  though  he  has  never  sought  public 
places.  After  lie  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  Mr.  White  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  worked  at  that  trade  two  years. 
He  was  subsequently  engaged  as  agent  for 
Rockwell  &  Hufling  in  selling  agricultural 
machinery  for  one  season.  He  then  returned 
to  farming,  which  business  he  continued  up 
to  the  spring  of  1891.  He  was  nominated 
in  the  fall  of  1890,  by  the  Democratic  con- 
vention, as  a  candidate  for  Registrar  of 
Deeds,  and  was  elected,  being  installed  Janu- 
ary 5,  1891.  Previous  to  this  he  was  Clerk 
of  his  township  for  three  years,  and  was 
clerk  of  the  school  board  for  seven  years. 

He  was  married  June  10,  1883,  at  Alma, 
to  Miss  Ida,  daughter  of  Oren  and  Mary  E. 
(Benedict)  Rockwell.  Tiiey  are  of  New 
England  stock,  coming  to  Wi.'^cotisin  from 
Massachusetts    some    time    in    the    'tJOs   and 


locating  at  Modena,  where  they  now  live. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  been  given  two 
children,  Harry  B.  and  Hugh.  The  latter 
died   in  infancy. 

Through  his  own  exertions  and  by  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  intrusted  to 
him,  j\[r.  White  has  won  his  way  to  the 
front.  He  is  thoroughly  qualified  for  the 
lionoraMe  position  he  holils  among  tlie  peo- 
ple of  his  native  county,  and  is  highly  re- 
garded by  them.  He  is  one  of  the  rising 
young  men  of  the  county,  whose  tuture  is 
assured. 


JllILLIAM  J.  FARBEU,  of  Arcadia, 
\/;  was  born  in  Clinron  county,  New 
'."^^5^1  York,  February  17, 1834.  His  father, 
John  Earber,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  moved 
to  New  York  when  a  boy,  and  there  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  married  Mary  Buck,  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  He  died  in  1S90,  hut  the 
mother  is  still  living.  William  J.  Earber  is 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  three  suns 
and  four  daughters,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family.  The  second  in  order  of  birth,  John 
L.  Farber,  was  at  one  time  president  of  Gales- 
ville  University,  but  is  now  in  the  ministry, 
being  located  at  Renville,  Minnesota.  Well- 
ington Farber  is  a  resident  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  sisters  are  Jane,  Mary,  Xancy 
and  Lydia.  Tbe  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch  received  a  good  education  in  his  nati\'e 
State,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  com- 
menced to  teach,  following  that  occupation  in 
the  winter  season.  For  six  years  previous  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  engageil 
in  a  starch  factory,  which  he  assisted  in  build- 
ing, but  when  the  war  broke  out  he  left  his 
home  and  occupation  and  enlisted,  August 
31,  1862,  in  Company  C,  Second  New  York 
Cavalry,   then   in   command  of   Colonel    Ivil- 
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patriek,  who  afterwards  became  the  famous 
General  Kilpatrick.  Mr.  Farber  acted  as 
Chaplain  for  about  six  weeks,  owing  to  the 
deatli  of  the  regular  chaplain,  and  was  fol- 
lowed in  that  capacity  by  the  celebrated  writer 
E.  P.  Koe,  and  soon  after  was  appointed  to 
the  dangerous  and  responsible  position  of  dis- 
patch-bearer. Near  the  old  Arlington  Place 
in  Virginia,  while  conveying  dispatches,  Mr. 
Farber  was  so  severely  injured  by  a  fall  of 
his  horse,  which,  becoming  scared,  reared  and 
fell  over  upon  him,  that  he  was  totally  in- 
capacitated for  further  service  and  received 
his  discharge,  soon  aftei'  which  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county,  where  he  had  friends 
living,  and  as  soon  as  sufficiently  recovered 
lie  engacred  in  teaching,  which  occupation  he 
followed  very  successfully  for  twenty-one 
years.  He  discontinued  teaching  in  1886.  j 
after  having  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
as  student  and  teacher.  He  has  ever  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and 
progress  of  schools  in  this  part  of  the  State, 
and  they  owe  much  of  their  excellence  to  him 
who  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  as  an 
educator.  Pie  is  a  well-educated  and  refined 
gentleman,  and  merits  the  esteem  of  all. 


)9ii.'^ 


IPiANS  ALFRED  AN  I)ERSOX,uf  White- 

thall,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law, 
came  to  Tremp(ndeaii  county  in  18G8. 
He  was  born  in  Norway,  March  4,  1855. 
His  father.  Andrew  Olsen,  died  when  his 
son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  yuung. 
The  mother  remarried  and  in  1868  came  to 
America  with  her  husliand  and  children- 
The  family  came  at  once  to  the  town  of 
Pigeon,  Trempealeau  county,  but  soon  after 
moved  to  Jackson  county.  Being  of  a  studi- 
ous turn  of  mind  and  ambitious  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  English   studies,  he  had  in  his 


leisure  hours  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  very 
limited  knowledge,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  obtained  a  certificate  to  teach. 
This  privilege  was  granted  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  without  an  examination, 
the  official  basing  his  opinion  of  the  ability 
of  the  young  man  to  teach  on  a  general  con- 
versation he  had  with  him.  Mr.  Anderson 
at  this  time  had  never  studied  English  gram- 
mar, and  was  very  deficient  in  other  branches 
taught  in  the  schools,  but  he  now  set  about 
studying  in  earnest  and  for  seven  years  was 
both  teacher  and  student.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  visited  other  portions  of  the 
country,  having  spent  two  summers  in  Ne-  • 
braska  and  one  in  Dakota. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  Aliss  Oline 
Frestad,  a  native  of  Xorway,  who  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  with 
her  parents. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  he  came  to  White- 
hall for  the  purpose  of  studying  law,  but  by 
an  interruption  he  was  variously  engaged  for 
about  three  years.  He  graduated,  however, 
at  the  State  University  at  Madison,  in  June, 
1888.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
District  Attorney  of  that  county,  in  which 
position  he  served  very  acceptably  for  two 
years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  G.  T.  Free- 
man, of  Galesville.  He  now  devotes  his 
attention  exclusively  to  law. 

There  were  also  three  ciiildren  by  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  the  mother,  when  the  family 
came  to  Amei'ica.  There  are  now  five  of  the 
latter. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Anderson 
is  a  Prohibitionist,  being  an  enemy  to  the 
saloon  system  in  all  its  forms.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  is  an 
extensive  and  varied  reader  and  has  one  of 
the  finest  private  libraries  in  Trempealeau 
councv.  The  family  of  Mr.  Anderson,  while 
residents  of  Norway,   were  in   very  poor  cir- 
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cuinstances  financially,  hut  the  inother  was  a 
vvoinaii  of  mnoh  energy  and  force  of  chai-ac- 
ter,  and  was  desirous  of  taking  her  children 
to  America  where  lietter  advantages  might  he 
secured.  She  had  no  money  to  consummate 
this  ohject,  hut  succeeded  in  borrowintj 
enough  of  a  relative  to  pay  the  passage  of  the 
family  to  the  United  States.  When  they  ar- 
rived at  Milwaukee  the  money  was  entirely 
e.xhausted  and  they  were  strangers  in  a  strange 
land.  Their  destination  was  Trem]iealeau, 
and  they  succeeded,  l)y  leaving  their  goods  as 
security,  to  secure  passage  to  Trempealeau. 
The  family  were  accordingly  forwarded  to 
La  Crosse,  where  they  took  the  steamer  War 
Eagle  to  Winona.  They  were  entirely  desti- 
tute of  food,  but  a  colored  man  on  the  boat 
learned  of  their  condition  and  furnished  them 
with  food.  They  should  have  stopped  at 
Trempealeau,  but  by  mistake  were  taken  on 
to  Winona.  There  they  received  food  and 
several  dollars  in  money  from_  the  citizens 
and  finally  reached  their  destination.  There 
was  one  man  in  Trempealeau  county  whom 
the  family  knew  and  he  resided  in  the  town 
of  Pigeon,  and  to  that  place  they  went  on 
foot,  two  of  the  children  being  so  young  that 
they  were  carried  liy  older  members  of  the 
family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  six 
children,  two  boys  and  four  girls:  Lillie, 
Rosa,  George,  Myrtle,  Olive  and  William. 
They  lost  two  children:  Willie  at  four  and  a 
lialf  years,  and  another  boy  in  early  infancy. 


friARLES  RICHARD  BECIIMANN, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Beehraann  & 
Son.  Fountain  City,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  in  Weltwitz,  Saxony,  February  17, 
1857,  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina 
Beehraann.  He  was  quite  young  when  he 
came   to  this   country,  and    was   reared   and 


educated  in  Fountain  ('ity.  In  1872  he 
was  ajiprenticeJ  to  (i.  (t.  ()|i]iliger  to  Icui-n 
the  drug  business,  i-euiaining  with  him  until 
187(>.  He  then  went  to  Chicago  and  enteriMl 
the  Chicago  C'ollege  of  Pharmacy,  where  ho 
graduated  in  1879.  After  completing  his 
course  of  study  he  spent  two  years  in  that 
city,  the  first  with  Professor  Garrison,  and 
the  other  witli  Professor  Bartlett,  having 
charge  of  the  lattei-'s  store.  He  then  re- 
turned home,  and,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  purchased  the  drug  business  of  G.  G. 
Oppliger,  which  he  still  conducts.  He  served 
one  year  as  village  clerk,  and  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  the  first  Mayor  of 
Fountain  City.  He  was  again  nominated  for 
Mayor  in  the  spring  of  1892,  contrary  to  his 
wishes,  and  was  elected  without  opposition. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
Board  of  Pharmacy,  and  occupies  the  honor- 
able position  of  president  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Bechmann  was  married  at  Fountain 
City,  April  15,  1882,  to  Ottilia,  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Sophia  Hepp,  pioneers  of  this  place. 
To  them  were  born  three  children:  Leonora 
A.,  Flora  W.  and  Charles  F.  Mrs.  Bech- 
mann died  November  22,  1890.  She  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Catiiolic  Church, 
and  Mr.  Bechmann  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


^,  O  N.  G  E  O  RG  E  H.  MARKHAM,  of 
\iW\  Independence,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
^vl  England,  in  1837,  a  son  of  John  Mark- 
ham.  The  latter  was  a  commander  in  the 
English  navy  for  many  years,  from  which 
he  retired,  on  half  pay,  in  1883,  on  account 
of  declining  health.  He  was  a  Lieutenant  in 
\\w  navy  when  Napoleon  was  confined  at  St. 
Helena,  and  his  vessel  was  stationed  there, 
guarding  the  island,  when   that  famous  pris- 
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oner  was  confined  tliere.  He  was  liorn  in 
1797,  and  entered  the  navy  at  the  acre  of 
thirteen  years  as  a  cadet,  rising  gradually  to 
the  position  of  Commodore.  About  1838 
the  family  removed  to  France,  thence  to  the 
island  of  Gnernsey  in  1846,  and  ten  years 
later  to  the  United  States,  coming  directly  to 
Columbia,  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained 
while  George  H.  came  to  Trempealeau  count}' 
and  located  land,  on  which  the  family  settled 
in  lS>r)7.  The  family  that  came  to  this  county 
consisted  of  the  parents  and  two  sons.  The 
father's  liealth  was  poor,  and  after  coming  to 
Wisconsin  he  lived  a  retired  life  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1S70.  In 
his  earlier  life  he  was  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  ability,  and  as  has  already  been  seen  rose 
to  a  high  rank  in  the  British  navy.  About 
1832  he  received  a  sunstroke  while  at  Vera 
Cruz,  Mexico,  and  was  never  afterward  able 
to  do  active  duty.  The  children  of  Commo- 
dore Markhatn  and  wife  consisted  of  four 
brothers  who  grew  to  mature  years:  .Tohn, 
the  eldest,  was  in  the  consular  service  in  Eng- 
land for  many  years  and  died  at  Siianghai, 
Ciiina,  while  consul  in  that  place,  in  1871; 
Geurge  II.  is  \\w  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Arthur  A.,  whose  farm  adjoins  that  of  his 
brotlier,  was  the  next  in  order  of  age;  and 
the  youngest,  Albert  Hastings,  is  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy.  He  entered  the  navy  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  and  has  risen  by  virtue  of 
ability  and  faithfulness  to  duty  to  his  present 
higii  position.  lie  has  seen  much  important 
service,  and  had  tiie  honor  of  being  com- 
mander of  the  Alert  in  the  famous  Sir  George 
Kares'  expedition  U>  the  Arctic  regions  in 
1875-'70.  In  that  famous  exploration  he 
commanded  the  sledge  expedition  which 
penetrated  the  latitude  83%  20'.  26",  or 
within  31)9^  miles  of  the  North  Pole,  the 
farthest  point  North  which  at  that  time 
had     ever    been     attained,    an<l     has     never 


been  exceeded  except  by  Lockwood,  of  the 
Greely  expedition.  Previoui?  to  this  time 
Admiral  JVIarkhara  accompanied  a  whaling 
expedition  on  the  Artie,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Adams,  his  object  being  to  study  ice  and 
navigation.  In  this  expedition  he  discovered 
and  rescued  the  ci'ew  of  the  Polaris.  He  has 
made  many  other  important  voyages,  and 
has  written  books  descriptive  of  them.  They 
include  the  following:  "Cruise  of  the  Rosa- 
rio;"  '-A  Whaling  Cruise  to  Baffin's  Bay 
and  the  Gulf  of  Boothia,  and  an  Account  of 
the  Rescue  of  the  Crew  of  the  Polaris;"  "The 
Great  Frozen  Sea;"  "  Northward,  Ho!"  "A 
Polar  Reconnoissance."  His  last  and  one  of 
his  most  important  works  is  the  ''  Life  of  Sir 
John  Franklin." 

George  H.  Markham  and  his  brother 
Arthur  improved  the  land  that  the  former 
located  in  1856,  and  continued  to  reside 
together  at  the  homestead  until  quite  re- 
cently, when  the  land  was  divided,  and  they 
are  now  living  separately.  George  H.  has  a 
fine  farm  of  480  acres,  his  home  is  beautifully 
situated,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  and  l:)lessings  of  life,  the  fruit 
of  their  own  industry.  Mr.  Markham  has 
ever  taken  an  active  part  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Trempealeau  county,  has  served 
in  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  in  1879, 
during  which  time  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  was  the  first 
Clerk  of  Burnside  township,  has  been  Chair- 
man of  the  township  a  number  of  times,  was 
Town  Treasurer  fourteen  consecutive  years, 
and  lias  been  Village  Treasurer  since  Inde- 
pendence was  incorporated.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  has  voted  for  every  Repub- 
lican candidate  since  the  organization  of  that 
party. 

Mr.  Markham  was  married,  October  8, 
1862,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Bishop,  a  daughter 
of   Dr.    Edmund    Bishop,   who    was   born    in 
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Ohio,  January  9,  1818.  He  removed  to  In- 
diana early  in  life,  and  in  1840  was  married  to 
Miss  Minerva  Shelby.  From  Indiana  lie 
went  to  Fot\d  dn  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
1854,  thence  to  Fountain  City,  where  lie  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  then  to  Portage 
City.  He  practiced  medicine  in  early  life, 
but  subsequently  left  the  profession  and 
engaged  in  other  business.  Deciding  to 
again  enter  the  profession  he  went  from 
Fountain  City  to  Chicago,  took  a  course  of 
lectures  at  the  Rush  Medical  College,  and 
then  located  at  Portage  City,  where  he 
resumed  practice.  That  place  was  his  home 
until  his  death,  although  he  died  at  Galva, 
Illinois,  while  on  a  visit,  September  20, 1865. 
Mrs.  Markham's  mother  died  when  she  was 
but  eight  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark- 
ham  have  one  son,  George  A.,  M'ho  was  born 
May  7,  1865.  He  was  educated  at  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Winona  and  at  Galesville 
University,  and  is  now  editor  of  the  Independ- 
ence Wews  and  The  Wave.  Mr.  Markham 
is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Trem- 
pealeau county,  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  is 
esteemed  as  an  enterprising  citizen. 


fEBA  ATWOOD  is  an  early  settler  of 
the  town  of  Trempealeau,  the  date 
of  his  arrival  being  June  3,  1856.  He 
entered  120  acres  of  land.  IHs  present  farm 
is  located  on  sections  1,  18  and  10.  Mr. 
Atwood  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  being  born 
in  the  town  of  Leicester,  Addison  county,  in 
1829.  His  father,  Seba  Atwood,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Warwick,  Franklin  county,  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  his  father,  Isaac  Atwood.  the  pa- 
ternal   grandfather   of    the    subject    of  this 


sketch,  fought  for  the  independence  of  tlie 
colonies  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Atwood  was  Eliza  (Benjamin) 
Atwood.  In  1852  Seba  Atwood,  Sr.,  re- 
moved from  tiie  State  of  New  York  to  Dodge 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  the  wife  and  mother 
died,  and  later  the  father  removed  to  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  liis  life.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children  who  grew  to  mature  years,  si.x  sons 
and  a  daughter.  All  are  living  except  the 
daughter.  The  subject  of  tliis  notice  resided 
in  Dodge  county  for  about  two  years,  then 
went  to  Marquette  county,  coming  to  Trem- 
pealeau county  as  stated  in  1856.  He  married 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  Caroline  Bugbee. 
They  have  a  daughter,  Carrie  M.,  and  an 
adopted  son,  George  Edward. 

f  A  MITEL  BAER,  who  resides  on  section 
32,  Trempealeau  county,  was  born  in 
Madison  county.  New  York,  in  1818,  a 
son  of  James  Barr,  who  died  when  Samuel 
was  Ijut  four  years  of  age.  The  mother  sur- 
vived her  husband  many  years,  dying  when 
her  son  was  twenty  years  old.  There  are  but 
two  surviving  members  of  the  family,  Mr. 
Barr  having  an  elder  brother,  James,  who  re- 
sides in  Eau  Claire  county,  Wisconsin.  In 
1842  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Wis- 
consin via  tlie  lakes,  the  intention  being  to 
land  at  Milwaukee,  but  owing  to  rough 
weather,  which  rendered  an  attempt  to  make 
a  landing  at  that  place  quite  dangerous,  the 
boat  continued  to  Chicago.  At  that  time 
that  now  famous  city  was  in  its  earliest  in- 
fancy, and  gave  ik)  promise  that  it  would  in 
less  than  fifty  years  become  the  second  city 
on  the  Western  Continent.  At  Chicago  two 
teams  were  purchased,  and  the  party  con- 
tinued   to    Fort    Atkinson.      Mr.    Barr   soon 
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afterward  purchased  land  in  "Wahvorth 
county,  bnt  later  removed  to  Dodge  county, 
where  he  also  improved  his  farm  and  worked 
at  his  trade.  From  there  he  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  Trempealeau  county. 

While    in    Dodge    county    Mr.    Barr    was 
united   in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Lilly,  a 
native  of  Binghamton.  New  York,  and  daugh- 
ter  of    Ile'iry   and    Anna    (Robinson)  Lilly. 
The  father   was   a    native  of    Massachusetts, 
was   marrii'd    in   the  State  of  New  York,  re- 
moved   with    his   family    to    Dodge    county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1846,  later  to  Crawford  county, 
where  the  father  died,  and  after  his  death  the 
mother  lived  with   Mr.  and   Mrs.  Barr  until 
her  decease.     The   family  consisted    of    two 
sons  and  four  daughters:  Cyrus,  who  resides 
in     Crawford     county;    George,     in     Worth 
county,  Iowa;    Mrs.   Martha  Adams,  of   Sa- 
betha.  Kansas,  and    Mrs.   Barr,  are  the  only 
surviving  children.     JMr.  and  Mrs.  Barr  have 
had  eight  children,  two  .sons  and   six  daugli- 
ters,  four  of  whom  are  living.     The  eldest  of 
the  formei',  Ira  Adelbert,  is  a  master  mechanic, 
and   is  now  a  member  of  the   Nortliwestern 
Contracting  Company  of  Chicago.      He  is  a 
natural    mechanic,   and   has  attained  distinc- 
tion   in    his    business.      Irwin     Roscoe,    the 
younger  son,  is  a  l)uilder  by  occupation,  and 
now  resides  in  Chicago.     The  eldest  dauo-h- 
ter,  Delia  E.,  is  a  skillful  artist,  and  is  a  most 
popular   and    successful    teacher   of    her  art. 
She  is  now  at  Pomona,  California.  The  other 
daughters  are  Clara,  Bessie  and   Ella.     The 
daughters    all    possess    a    natural    talent    as 
artists,  and   the  home  of  Mr.  anil    Mrs.  Barr 
is    beautifully   decorated    with    specimens   of 
their  handiwork.      Mr.  and   Mrs.  Barr  have  a 
beautiful  home,  and    are   surrounded    by  the 
comforts  of  life,  the   result  of  their  own    in- 
dustry, and  here  they  have  lived  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-five   years.      Ilei'e  their  chil- 
dren   liave  grown    to   nianliood    and   wonu\ti- 


hood,  several  of  whom  have  already  gone  out 
into  the  world  to  assume  a  more  active  part 
in  the  duties  of  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barr 
are  numbered  among  the  well-known  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  Trempealeau  county. 


fOHN  W  IXC  AD,  one  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Fnity,  Trempea- 
leau county,  and  a  veteran  soldier  of  the 
late  war,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
February  2,  1829,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Fatchitt)  Wingad.  Of  the  si.x 
children  born  to  them,  one  (Mary)  is  de- 
ceased. One  son  and  two  daughters  are  resi- 
dents of  England,  and  John  and  David  both 
live  in  America.  John  Wingad  came  to 
America  in  1852,  and  went  at  once  to  Arena, 
Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  where  his  brother 
David  then  was,  the  latter  liaving  come  to 
America  in  1817.  Here  he  engaged  as  a 
farm  hand  for  some  time  and  then  purchased 
a  farm  in  Arena.  He  was  married  in  Iowa 
county,  to  Miss  Fann\'  Porter,  also  a  native 
of  England. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Wingad  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  and  afterwards  transferred  to 
Company  K,  Thirty-third  Regiment  Wiscon- 
sin Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  tlie  war,  most  of  the  time  in  tlie 
AVestern  army.  He  took  part  in  the  siege 
and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  the  battle  of 
Tupelo,  and  was  in  the  Red  River  expedition 
under  Banks,  and  after  that  ill-starred  expe- 
dition went  up  White  river  to  Brownsville, 
Arkansas,  near  Little  Rock,  ami  marched 
thence  to  Cape  Cirardeau,  thence  by  way  of 
the  Mississippi  river  to  St.  Louis,  and  then 
up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Jefferson  City, 
and  by  rail  and  by  Tiiarching  to  Warrens- 
burg,  where  his  regiment  conducted,  as  a 
guard,  020  Confederate  jirisoners  back  to  St. 
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Louis.  Tliere  the  regiment  was  paid  and  re- 
clothed,  and  went  tlience  to  Nasliville  Ity 
river  and  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  tiglit  be- 
tween the  Union  General  Thomas  and  the 
Rebel  General  Hood,  in  which  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  were  practically  destroyed.  They 
followed  the  retreatincr  forces  of  the  Rebels, 
and  then  encamped  at  Eastport,  on  the  Ten- 
nessee ri\er,  where  the  regiment  remained 
about  a  month,  and  in  the  meantime  made  a 
raid  to  Corinth  and  scattered  the  Rebel  forces 
there.  In  February,  1865,  they  went  by  boat 
to  New  Orleans,  and  camped  below  the  city 
for  a  few  days,  and  crossed  Lake  Ponchartrain 
to  Dauphine  Island,  and  after  about  a  week 
ascended  Fish  river  to  Mobile  and  took  part 
in  the  attack  on  Spanish  Fort,  charging  by 
moonlight.  They  marched  then  to  Mont- 
gomery, and  on  this  march  heard  of  the 
surrender  of  Lee  and  the  assassination  of 
Lincoln.  From  Montgomery  they  went  to 
Tuskegee,  where  they  staid  until  they  re- 
turned liome  by  way  of  Vicksburof.  and  Mr. 
"VVingad  was  discharged  at  Madison  in  1865, 
after  a  long  and  honorable  career. 

Mr.  Wingad  was  bereft  of  his  wife  by 
death  on  the  6th  of  August,  1871,  and  in 
March,  1874,  he  removed  to  his  present  place 
of  residence.  He  has  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Hezekiah,  the 
oldest,  born  October  10,  1859;  Alice,  tlie 
only  daughter,  born  November  10,  1862;  and 
Albert,  the  younger  son.  born  November  12, 
1866.  One  daughter,  Ida,  died  of  diphtheria, 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Alice  was  born 
while  her  father  was  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  and  was  about  three  years  of  age 
when  he  returned.  As  an  amusing  fact  it 
may  be  stated  that  in  her  childish  innocence 
she  would  not  recognize  him  as  her  father, 
calling  him  "that  boy!"  A  short  time  after 
his  return  from  the  army,  and  while  doing 
some  work  about   home,  the  mother  sent  the 


ciiild  for  her  father,  l)ut  after  looking  about 
for  a  time  slie  returneil  to  the  liou.-e  and  told 
her  mother  she  "couldn't  tind  that  buy-' 
Mr.  Wihgad  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  Trempealeau  county,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  well-known  and  substantial 
citizens  of  this  section.  His  buildings  are 
tirst-class  in  their  character,  and  his  fine  tarm 
of  -too  acres  is  under  au  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  ^Ir.  Wingad  paid  a  visit  to  his 
old  home  in  England  in  the  winter  of  1888- 
'89,  being  away  about  four  months. 


-^'•'' 


PAVID  WINGAD  is  another  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Wisconsin.  He  resides  on 
section  24,  town  of  Albion,  where  he 
settled  in  1873.  He  was  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  March  1,  1822,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1842,  came  to  America,  going  lo 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  wiiere  he  engaged 
in  labor  in  the  iron  works  of  that  city.  In 
the  fall  of  1847,  while  it  was  still  a  territory, 
he  came  to  Wisconsin.  Going  to  Arena, 
Iowa  county,  he  engaged  in  work  by  the 
month  for  about  two  years  and  then  pur- 
chased a  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  he 
came  to  Trempealeau  county  in  Sejiteraber, 
1878,  wliere  he  has  since  lived.  October  20, 
1855,  witnessed  his  marriage  in  Arena,  Iowa 
county,  to  Miss  Margaret  T.  Beaumont, 
daughter  of  William  II.  and  Cynthia  (Hall) 
Beaumont,  both  of  New  England  origin. 
They  removed  to  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
1853,  and  there  the  father  died  many  years 
ago,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  eldest  son  in  Iowa  county. 
Mrs.  Wingad  was  one  of  eight  children,  live 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  she  is  the 
eldest.  David  Wingad  enlisted  Septemlier 
23,  1861,  in  Company  G,  Eleventh  Wiscon- 
sin   Volunteer   Infantry,  and  was  discharged 
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JSovember  18,  1864,  after  a  service  of  over 
three  years.  lie  took  part  in  many  important 
events  of  the  war,  inchiding  tlie  battle  of 
Cotton  Plant,  Arkansas,  Port  Gibson,  Ray- 
mond, Mississippi,  Black  River  Bridge,  and 
siege  of  Vicksburg  under  General  Grant.  In 
the  famons  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  at 
Vicksburg  he  received  a  severe  gnnshot  wound 
which  nearly  proved  fatal,  the  ball  passing 
entirely  through  the  back  part  of  his 
neck.  He  fell  on  the  held,  where  he  lay 
four  hours  without  water  or  assistance 
of  any  kind.  When  he  finally  recovered 
consciousness  he  found  that  a  dead  soldier, 
whose  weight  must  have  b'een  200  pounds 
at  least,  was  lying  across  him.  He  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  removing  the  dead 
weight  from  his  person,  but  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so.  His  wound  proved  a 
painful  and  severe  one,  and  he  has  never  fully 
recovered  from  its  effects,  or  from  the  effects 
of  the  exposure  and  suffering  incident  to  his 
life  as  a  soldier.  He  was  taken  to  Adams 
Hospital  at  Memphis.  Tennessee,  where  he 
remained  until  March,  1804,  when  he  re- 
joined his  regiment,  with  which  he  continued 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Wingad  have  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Eliza- 
beth, Robert,  Henriette,  David,  Cora  and 
Frank.  They  have  a  pleasant  home,  are  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  have 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  wlio  know  them. 


fHARLES  SCIIAETTLE.— There  is 
probably  no  citizen  in  Buffalo  county 
more  widely  known  and  more  exten- 
sively beloved  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  In  the  eveninc  of 
an  active  and  successful  career,  Mr.  Schaettle, 
reposing  in  his  comfortable  home  on  the  pic- 


turesque banks  of  the  Mississippi,  may  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  the  past  and  well  feel 
proud  that  he  has  been  able  to  accomplish  so 
much;  that  by  the  thoroughly  rigid  princi- 
ples of  honor  and  integrity  he  has  been  able 
to  place  himself  in  fair  circumstances.  He 
stands  to-day  at  the  head  of  the  well-known 
[  and  popular  firm  of  Charles  Schaettle  &  Son. 
I  For  the  last  twenty-six  years  he  has  resided 
at  Alma,  a  city  in  whose  advancement  and 
j  whose  welfare  he  has  always  been  warmly 
{  and  zealously  interested.  He  hails  from 
;  Oberndorf,  Wiirttemberg,  Germany,  where  he 
first  saw  the  light  of  day,  January  20,  1827, 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Aloysia  (Stoffer)  Schaet- 
tle. Andrew  Schaettle  died  when  his  son 
Charles  was  about  two  years  old.  Charles 
was  always  of  a  studious  and  a  thorough  mind, 
and  after  attaining  a  good  education  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  mercantile  business  in  the 
city  of  Murrhardt,  in  1842,  where  he  re- 
mained nearly  three  years.  He  then  engaged 
as  a  clerk  until  1848,  and  after  living  in 
London  eighteen  months  he  determined  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States.  He  arrived 
in  New  York  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  went 
direct  to  Cincinnati,  and  there  secured  a  po- 
sition as  clerk  in  a  leather  store.  Having 
learned  the  English  language  while  in  Lon- 
don, he  was  able  to  do  business  with  Ameri- 
can as  well  as  German  customers,  thus  ren- 
ilering  him  a  valualile  employe.  Subse- 
quently we  find  this  young  man,  who  l)ut  a 
few  years  previous  landed  on  American  soil 
without  a  relative,  aiid  indeed  with  a  very 
meager  purse,  established  as  a  partner  in  a 
leather  business.  This  rapidly  grew  to  an 
extensive  and  flourishing  business,  and  while 
thns  engaged  Mr.  Schaettle  frequently  sold 
goods  to  Jesse  Grant.  Being  rather  poorly 
in  health,  and  being  warmly  solicited  to  join 
an  association  which  was  about  to  migrate, 
he  finally  after  some   reluctance  disposed  of 
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his  interest  in  the  establishment,  directed  his 
course  Wesr  and  located  in  IJuftalo  I'ity, 
Wisconsin.  There,  in  1858,  he  opened  a 
general  niercautile  and  grain  business.  Tliis 
he  soon  followed  by  the  establishment  of  a 
sawmill,  in  connection  with  Fred  Lane,  un- 
der the  firm  name  ol'  Lane  &  Schaettle.  lie 
also  started  a  brewery,  opened  a  hotel  and  a 
large  public  hall.  Here  he  continued  for 
several  years,  strenuously  and  successfully 
contending  with  the  many  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties which  are  always  encountered  in  a 
newly  settled  country.  Railroads  were  un- 
known to  this  country  in  those  years.  The 
only  medium  of  transportation  was  the  river, 
on  whose  eastern  Itank  tlie  newly  founded 
little  city  lay.  Soon  the  Father  of  Waters 
changed  his  course,  shifted  his  channel  along 
the  opposite  bank,  between  which  lay,  as  an 
additional  barrier,  an  island.  Thus  Buffalo 
City,  which  budded  out  so  auspiciously, 
largely  through  the  indefatigable  efforts, 
push  and  popularity  of  Charles  Schaettle, 
was  shut  out  of  the  world  of  traffic.  Accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Schaettle,  in  1866,  transferred  his 
mercantile  business  to  Alma.  The  sawmill 
was  already  moved  to  Alma,  and  was  operated 
under  tlie  old  firm  name  for  two  years,  when 
Mr.  Schaettle  withdrew;  he  also  built  a  ware- 
house and  began  dealing  in  grain.  In  1874 
lie  took  as  partner  R.  K.  Kempter,  but  in 
1878  the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Schaettle  con- 
tinuing in  the  mercantile  business,  which  has 
gradually  grown,  until  it  stands  to-day  as  one 
of  the  first  business  houses  in  his  section. 
Mr.  Schaettle  also  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion and  was  a  director  of  the  Beef  Slough 
Booming,  Log  Driving  and  Transportation 
Company,  which  has  since  developed  into 
probably  the  largest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  While  he  has  been  earnestly 
devoted  to  his  business,  Mr.  Schaettle  has 
always    taken    an    active    interest   in    jiulilic 


afiairs.  He  has,  however,  refused  all  jioliti- 
cal  positi'jns  or  offices,  with  one  exceptiiiii. 
Soon  after  he  settled  in  Buffalo  City  he  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  of  Postmaster,  which 
he  held  until  he  left  the  place.  The  office 
was  worth  ij^oO  a  year,  and  it  cost  him  !?200 
to  run  it. 

Mr.  Schaettle  was  joined  in  matrimony 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  7,  1852,  to 
Julia,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Kemp- 
ter. This  happy  union  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  living, 
namely:  Anna,  now  Mrs.  George  Seller; 
Charles,  Frank,  George  and  Romeo.  Mrs. 
Schaettle,  who  is  the  embodiment  of  amia- 
bility, kindness  and  maternal  love,  has  been 
a  true  and  loving  companion,  always  ready 
to  share  with  her  husband,  not  oidy  the  joys, 
but  also  the  sorrows  and  vicissitudes  which 
are  the  common  fate  of  all.  She  is  a  domes- 
tic woman,  is  warmly  attached  to  her  family 
in  whose  bosom  she  always  finds  sweet  con- 
tent and  happiness  supreme.  Mr.  Schaettle, 
too,  is  much  attached  to  his  home,  and  it  has 
been  his  earnest  desire  to  give  his  children 
excellent  education  and  fit  them  for  honor- 
able positions  in  life.  Upun  his  ai'rival  to 
this  country,  Mr.  Schaettle  attarlied  himself 
to  the  Free  Soil  party,  with  which  he  affili- 
ated until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  in  1850.  He  was  among  the  first  to 
help  organize  the  latter  party  in  Buffalo 
county,  and  was  the  first  chairman.  For 
some  years  past  he  has  given  his  vote  and 
infiuence  with  the  Democratic  party,  feeling 
that  lie  could  not  conscientiously  support 
some  of  the  measures  of  the  party  to  which 
he  o-ave  his  first  allegiance.  Mr.  Schaettle 
has  fixed  his  impress  upon  the  community 
with  which  he  has  so  long  been  associated. 
He  has  contributed  largely  towards  b\iilding 
up  its  Imsiness  interests  and  devehiping  its 
resources,  ami    no   one   is    nuire   highly   esti- 
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mated,  for  wliile  lie  has  prospered  he  has 
always  been  ready  to  assist  where  assistance 
was  needed.  By  his  integrity,  his  generosity, 
his  paternal  affection, — by  his  warm,  genial 
disposition  always  sparkling  and  radiating 
with  Ininior  and  '-good  will  to  all  men," — 
he  has  erected  a  monument  within  the  hearts 
of  his  children  and  with  those  with  whom  he 
has  so  long  dwelt  that  will  ontlive  those  of 
marble.  Now,  as  the  shadows  of  age  advance, 
he  can  look  liack  over  a  well-spent  life,  and 
when  the  inevitable  end  comes  he  can  confi- 
dently expect  the  welcome  plaudit,  "  Well 
done,  thou  good  and  noble  servant!" 


fRANKLIN  BENDER,  who  resides  on 
section  6,  Caledonia  township,  Trem- 
pealeau county,  was  born  in  Manlius 
township,  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  in 
184B,  where  he  lived  nntil  fourteen  years  of 
age.  His  father.  Nelson  Bender,  was  born  in 
the  same  township,  and  his  father,  Jacob 
Bender,  was  also  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Nelson  Bender  married  Sarah  E. 
Meyers,  a  native  of  Onondaga  county,  and  in 
1857  they  removed  to  Waukesha  county, 
Wisconsin.  In  1867  they  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county,  settling  in  Caledonia  town- 
ship, wiiere  he  died  of  a  cancer  November 
27, 1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years;  his 
wife  died  October  14,  187(1  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children  who  grew  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Mary,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  A.  C.  Hudson,  of  Caleilonia  townshiii; 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  Sarah,  the  youngest,  married 
Henry  Converse,  and  died  May  14,  1882, 
leaving  three  children. 

Franklin  Bender  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
for  the  Union,  having  enlisted  August  14, 
18tj2,  in    Coiripany  I!,  Twenty-ciohth     Re"-i- 


meut  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
discharged  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  August  1, 
1865.  The  greater  part  of  his  army  service  was 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  although  he  served 
for  a  time  in  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Texas. 
He  took  part  in  the  famous  trip  down  the 
Yazoo  Pass  in  1863,  was  at  the  battle  of 
Helena  in  the  same  year,  went  on  the  expedi- 
tion t(j  Little  Rock,  and  thence  to  Pine 
Bluff.  Daring  Banks'  Red  river  campaign, 
Mr.  Bender  started  with  his  command  to 
provision  the  troops  engaged  in  that  enter- 
prise, but  Banks  had  retreated  in  the  mean- 
time, and  the  troops  to  which  Mr.  Bender 
belonged  were  attacked  by  the  Confederates 
and  forced  to  retreat,  thereby  failing  to  give 
relief  to  Banks'  ai-my.  Mr.  Bender  took 
part  in  the  battle  and  siege  of  Spanish  Fort, 
moved  thence  to  Mobile  and  up  the  Alabama 
river,  next  to  Texas,  and,  having  been  taken 
sick,  was  discharged  at  Clarksville  a  few  days 
l)efore  the  regiment  was  discharged.  Mr. 
Bender's  health  was  much  broken  in  the  army, 
and  he  has  never  fully  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  his  army  service. 

Returning  to  his  father's  home  in  Waukesha 
county,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county  with  his  family  in  1867. 
lie  was  married  in  December  of  that  year 
to  Miss  Jennie  Skilton,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Martha  Skilton,  who  settled  on  the  farm 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  now  live,  in  June, 
1856.  The  father  died  October  11,  1881,  at 
the  age  of  seventy- two  years.  He  was  born 
in  London,  England,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  married  Martha  Miller.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  about  1834  and 
settled  in  the  State  of  New  York,  removing 
thence  to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  and  next 
to  Trempealeau  county.  Mrs.  Skilton  is  still 
living  at  the  homestead,  having  attained  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty- one  years.  Mr. 
and    j\[i-s.   Skilton  were   the   parents  of   tliree 
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cliiklren:  Annie  E.,  tlie  wife  of  Calvin  Tei'- 
pena,  of  Rrown's  valley,  Minnesota;  George 
T.,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Thirtj-sixth 
Wisconsin  Regiment  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. He  was  wouniled  at  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3,  1864,  and  died  in  the  liospital  at 
Washington,  from  the  effects  of  his  wound 
September  19,  following,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  Mrs.  Bender  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  having  been  born  in  Dodge  county, 
Wisconsin,  August  17,  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Render  have  seven  children,  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  vi/..:  Martha  A.,  Thomas  N., 
Ida  Edna,  Warren  W.,  Alice  M.,  Cora  Hell 
and  Frank  G.  Mr.  Bender  was  a  gallant 
soldier  in  tlie  war  of  the  Union,  and  is  a 
worthy  and  esteemed  citizen.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Charles  H.  Ford  Post,  at  Galesville. 


fUDSON  A.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  located 
at  Arcadia  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  since  August  1,  1891. 
Dr.  Palmer  was  horn  in  Chatham,  Ontario, 
Canada,  in  1868.  He  received  his  literary 
education  at  Wardsville,  Ontario,  where  he 
pursued  a  lilieral  course  of  study.  While 
pursuing  his  literary  course  he  had  in  view 
the  profession  of  medicine.  In  1887  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Mich- 
igan State  University,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  June,  1890,  and  soon  after  located 
at  Fosston,  Polk  county,  Minnesota,  and 
went  thence  to  Red  Wing  in  the  same  State. 
In  the  summer  of  1891  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself  for  him  to  locate  in 
Arcadia  as  the  successor  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Eng- 
lish. Improving  this  opportunity  he  at  once 
entered  into  the  large  and  lucrative  practice 
of  his  predecessor  and  his  business  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  Dr.  Palmer  is  a  well 
educated   and    intelliirent  wntleman,  affable 


and  courteous  to  all,  and  lins  already  won  his 
way  to  popuhir  favor.  His  father,  Gideon 
Palmer,  is  also  a  native  of  Canada,  where 
he  still  lives,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  only  one  of  the  family  in  Wisconsin. 


jfOUN  ROSENOW,  like  the  majority  of 
j;'[|  his  countrymen  wlio  have  sought  homes 
'-Xi  in  this  free  land  of  ours,  has  l,)een  pros- 
perous in  his  undertakings,  and  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  years  of  labor.  He 
resides  in  Montana  township,  and  is  one  of 
the  sturdy  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  Buffalo 
county. 

Mr.  Rosenow  was  born  in  Germany,  April 
19,  1847.  His  parents,  Fred  and  Caroline 
(Loetz)  Rosenow,  were  natives  of  that  coun- 
try, and  his  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Both  parents  passed  their  lives  and 
died  in  Germany.  They  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Fred,  Caroline,  wife  of  Fred  Schroder,  of 
Alma,  Wisconsin;  Fredericka,  widow  of  the 
late  William  Ileyden,  of  Waumandee; 
Charles;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Stern,  resid- 
ing near  Buffalo,  this  county;  and  John  and 
William.  As  far  as  known  all  are  still  liv- 
ing. Charles  served  all  through  the  war  as 
a  member  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin 
Infantry. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Rosenow  was  spent  at 
home  and  in  attending  school.  Wlien  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  he  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  Freil  Schroder,  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  in  May,  1863. 
They  came  direct  to  Wisconsin  and  locateil 
in  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo  county, 
where  the  latter  had  a  farm.  Young  Rose- 
now worked  at  farming  until  October  24,  of 
the  following  year,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
army,  becoming  a   member  of   Company    H, 
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Seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry.  Ever  since  he 
set  foot  on  American  soil  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  her  best  interests;  boj  that  he  was, 
he  risked  his  young  life  to  help  save  his 
adopted  country.  Joining  the  regiment  be- 
fore Petersburg  about  the  last  of  October,  he 
was  under  command  of  General  Richardson, 
and  was  placed  on  the  siege  line  in  front  of 
Petersburg.  He  remained  with  his  regiment 
in  all  its  movements  and  engagements  about 
Petersburg  and  Kichuiond,  and  was  at  Appo- 
mattox at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  Lee; 
was  also  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  Jelfersonville,  Indi- 
ana, came  to  Madison,  AVisconsin,  via  Mil- 
waukee, and  was  paid  off  and  received  his 
final  discharge  from  the  Government,  July 
7,  1S65. 

Returning  to  Waumandee  he  was  employed 
in  a  brick-yard  for  three  years,  after  which 
he  purchased  the  establishment  and  continued 
the  manufacture  of  brick  four  years,  making 
a  success  tinaueially.  lie  then  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Alma,  where  he  lived  two  years, 
engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business.  He  next 
bought  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Montana  and 
lived  on  it  five  years,  and  after  selling  it 
rented  land  in  Montana  township,  which  he 
conducted  eight  years.  In  the  (all  of  1885 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  210  acres, 
160  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
Since  he  came  into  possession  of  this  farm 
he  has  made  some  improvements  on  it,  and 
every  thing  about  the  premises  shows  the 
thrift  and  prosperity  of  the  owner.  His 
chief  product  is  grain.  Aniung  his  st(X-k 
are  Holstein  cattle  and  Clydesdale  horses. 
At  present  he  milks  twelve  cows,  and  sells 
the  milk  to  a  cheese  factory. 

Mr.  Rosenow  was  married,  at  Waumandee, 
November  9,  1870,  to  Juthith.  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Magdaline  (Volkart)  Uertle.  Si.\ 
children   were    born   to  them:    Louise,    Wil- 


liam, Edward,  Henry,  Lydia  and  Louis.  Mrs. 
Rosenow  died  February  13,  1886.  May  26, 
1888,  he  wedded  Emilia,  daughter  of  William 
and  Caroline  (Tesh)  Kiepoefer,  and  by  her 
has  one  child,  Reuben.  Mrs.  Rosenow's  par- 
ents were  born  in  Germany,  her  father  is 
deceased,  and  her  mother  is  now  living  iu 
Trempealeau  county,  Wisconsin. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosenow  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  he  is  now  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  church. 
His  political  athiiations  are  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  several  times  as 
Supervisor,  and  is  at  present  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors;  has  also  been  Road- 
master  a  number  of  times. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  a  sketcli  of  one  of  the 
worthy  citizens  of  Buffalo  county. 

|»jmiCHAEL  SENDELBACH,  of  Buf- 
AjOyttlt  falo  county,  AVisconsin,  and  one  of 
^^^^  the  earliest  settlers  of  what  was  called 
Martin's  valley,  Waumandee  township,  was 
born  in  Bieii,  Bavaria,  Germany,  June  2, 
1836.  His  parents,  George  and  Katherine 
(Hartman)  Sendelbach,  were  natives  of  Ba- 
varia, and  were  farmers.  Their  family  was 
composed  of  three  children:  Maggie,  Michael 
and  Joseph.  The  elder  Mr.  Sendelbach  died 
in  1842.  His  widow  some  time  later  became 
the  w'ife  of  George  Ruppert,  and  they  had 
one  boy,  named  Charles.  The  family  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  crossing  the 
ocean  in  a  sail  vessel  and  landing  at  New 
Orleans,  in  August,  1847,  after  a  voyage  of 
nearly  four  months.  Coming  North,  they 
located  on  a  farm  in  Harrison  county,  In- 
diana. 

After  coming  to  Anierica,  Mr.  Sendelbach 
began  to  learn  the  cigar  trade;  was  for  live 
years  engaged  in  the   manufacture  of  cigars. 
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He  then  turned  his  attention  to  tin  sniitliint;- 
and  worked  at  that  business  two  years. 
Coming  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  he 
began  farming  in  1857  witli  his  father-in- 
law,  Casper  Neth,  in  Wauniandee  township. 
He  remained  there  about  three  years.  Then 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land 
in  section  2,  l)uilt  a  cabin,  and  to  this  place, 
in  1800,  he  moved  his  family  and  began 
farming  on  his  own  account.  The  laud  was 
nearly  all  prairie,  and  the  tirst  year  he  broke 
and  planted  thirty  acres.  Aftei'  living  in  the 
cabin  ten  years,  they  moved  into  their  new 
frame  house.  Mr.  Seudelbach  built  his  l)arn 
in  1872.  In  1860  he  homesteaded  forty 
acres  of  land  that  joined  his  purchase  in  sec- 
tion 2;  in  1880  bouglit  forty  acres  in  the 
same  section,  chiefly  bluff  land,  covered  with 
timber;  in  1881  purchased  another  forty-acre 
tract  adjoining  him,  that  had  been  partly  im- 
proved. He  now  has  about  1-40  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising. 

When  Mr.  Seudelbach  took  up  his  abode 
in  this  valley  there  were  butfew  settlers  here — 
his  father-in-law,  brother-in-law,  a  Mr.  Eoath 
and  Mr.  Martin.  He  took  his  jirodiice  to 
Holmes'  Landing  and  exchanged  it  for  sup- 
plies, it  being  difficult  at  first  to  get  any 
money.  The  farmers  had  to  build  their  own 
roads  then. 

Mr.  Seudelbach  was  married  in  Wauraan- 
dee,  September  25,  1857,  to  Rosina,  daughter 
of  Casper  and  Margaret  Keth.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Joseph,  born  October  18,  1858; 
Maggie,  February  11, 1861;  Mary,  April  15, 
1863;  Casper,  June  21,  1865;  Mary  M., 
April  16,  1867,  is  now  Mrs.  William  Teisen; 
Anthon,  March  29,  1869;  Valentine,  March 
4,  1871;  Katie,  August  12,  1873;  Michael, 
Noviember  18,  1875;  Aloys,  November  4, 
1877.     All   are  living  e\ce])t  ^[aggie,   Mary 


and   Casper.      Joseph   is    married    and    is  en- 
gaged in  farming  near  his  father. 

Mr.  Seudelbach  has  generally  declined  to 
take  office.  He  has,  however,  ser\  ed  as  Itoad- 
niaster  and  Constable.  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  in  ])olitics  a 
Democrat.  He  and  his  family  are  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are  dis- 
tinguished for  their  benevolence  and  genial 
hospitality. 


If^ETEIl  CASE,  of  the  town  of  Arcadia, 
''iliM  Trempealeau  county,  resides  on  section 
^t  31,  town  21,  range  9  west,  where  he 
settled  in  1864.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements on  his  place,  none  having  been 
made  when  he  purchased  his  farm.  Mr. 
Case  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Xew  York, 
January  18,  1830,  a  son  of  Caleb  Case,  a  na- 
tive of  Duchess  county-.  New  York,  and  Eliza 
(Furgeson)  Case.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
left  his  home  in  the  Empire  State  for  the 
West  in  1855.  accompanied  by  his  father-in- 
law,  James  Bigham.  Their  destination  was 
the  State  of  Iowa,  where  they  contemplated 
making  settlement,  but  after  enteriniT  that 
State,  before  they  had  reached  Howard  county, 
they  met  parties  who  discouraged  them  from 
going  further,  and  at  the  same  time  spoke 
very  highly  of  the  region  about  Fountain 
City.  They  were  thereby  induced  to  change 
their  minds,  and  returning  to  the  Mississippi 
river  took  a  steamer  for  Fountain  City.  They 
pre-empted  land  in  the  town  of  Glencoe, 
Buffalo  county,  but  Mr.  Case  soon  after  sold 
out  and  took  a  claim  adjoining,  which  he  im- 
proved and  sold,  and  then  bought  his  farm  of 
240  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he 
has  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Case  was  married  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  1851,  to  Miss  Eli/.abetli  I'.igliam.  tn  which 
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union  six  children  were  born,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  viz.:  Geoi-ge  W.,  the  eldest 
of  the  children,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  eight  months;  Augusta  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Rook,  of  Estelline,  South  Dakota; 
Walker  C,  the  eldest  surviving  son,  was 
born  in  BufEalo  county,  August  31,  1861; 
"William  M.,  the  third  son  lives  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota;  Emma  J.  is  a  teacher  by  occupa- 
tion; Ida  Viola,  the  youngest,  is  at  home,  as 
is  also  her  brother.  Walker  C.  Mr.  Case  was 
bereft  of  his  wife  by  death  several  years  ago. 
Mr.  Case  is  a  well-known  pioneer  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  good 
citizen.  Beginning  life  poor,  he  has  by  in- 
dustry secured  a  well-improved  farm  and  a 
comfortable  home. 


fACOB  KIN  DSCIIY. -Among  the  prom- 
inent and   respected   farmers  of    Buffalo 
county   is    the    man   wliose   name  heads 
this  sketch. 

He  was  born  in  Sauk  county.  Wisconsin, 
December  22,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Ciiris- 
tiau  and  Elizabeth  (Runker)  Kindschy.  The 
elder  Kindschy  was  born  in  Masance,  canton 
of  Granbinton,  Switzerland,  December  15, 
1815,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  in  Tamitz, 
Switzerland,  April  19,  1816.  "They  were 
married  there,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1847.  The  father  was  a  stonemason 
by  trade.  From  New  York  they  came  direct 
to  Sank  county,  Wisconsin,  locating  in  the 
township  of  I'daek  Ilawk,  where  the  father 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  began  its  im- 
provement. He  remained  there  eight  years, 
and  then  sold  out  anc'  moved,  in  tlie  spring 
of  1855,  to  Buffahj  county.  His  household 
effects  were  transported  in  an  ox  wagon. 
After  looking  about  he  selected  a  tract  in 
section     36,     Government    land,     and      iiur- 


chased  the  same.  His  first  work  was  to  pxit 
up  a  log  cabin  to  shelter  his  family.  This 
being  done  he  began  the  improvement  of  his 
farm.  The  early  settlers  near  him  were  Mr. 
Runkle,  and  the  Von  Walds  and  Powells 
who  came  with  him.  He  was  an  energetic 
man  and  a  good  farmer,  and  success  crowned 
his  efforts  here.  He  continued  to  add  to  his 
possessions  until  he  had  360  acres,  which 
formed  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  the  county. 
His  first  frame  house  was  the  one  that  stands 
near  the  Danuser  valley  creek.  He  subse- 
quently built  the  one  adjoining  it,  which  is 
now  the  residence  of  the  suly'ect  of  this 
sketch,  and  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
was  much  respected,  and  was  active  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  county.  He  was  Super- 
visor two  terms,  and  in  politics  was  an 
enthusiastic  Republican.  He  left  his  sons  a 
large  property.  To  the  Evangelical  Church, 
of  which  he  was  an  earnest  and  active  mem- 
ber, he  gave  the  ground  on  which  their  par- 
sonage and  house  of  worship  are  built.  He 
died  September  9,  1883,  and  his  widow 
passed  away  January  8,  1885.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Lucy,  now  Mrs. 
John  Durisch,  of  Arcadia;  John  C;  Jacob 
and  George. 

Jacob  Kindscliy  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  became  well  versed  in  the 
business  of  farming,  and  secured  some  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  When  his 
father  became  advanced  in  years  he  and  his 
brother  John  leased  the  farm  and  operated  it 
together  for  four  years.  Then  John  moved 
to  Alma  and  he  conducted  the  farm  alone. 
In  1888  he  purchased  210  acres  of  the  home- 
stead in  sections  25  and  30,  Montana  town- 
ship, which  he  has  since  cultivated.  It  is 
principally  a  grain  farm,  though  Mr.  Kind- 
schy is  giving  some  attention  to  stock,  breed- 
ing the  mixed  Jersey  cattle.  He  has  about 
140  acres  under  cultivation. 
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Mr.  Kindschy  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Waumandee,  April  2,  1881,  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Ernest  and  Christiana  Koch,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany-  Tliey  emigrated 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Buffalo  county, 
where  they  died.  By  this  union  there  were 
two  children  born,  Elinora  E.  and  Lillie  C. 
Sarah  Kindschy  died  January  23,  1885. 
April  8,  1886,  he  wedded  his  present  com- 
panion, Mary,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary 
Kirschner,  who  were  born  in  (lermany  and 
are  now  living  in  Seattle,  Washington.  By 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Kindschy  has  three  chil- 
dren, Odilia  S.,  Lester  J.  and  Fred. 

Mr.  Kindscliy  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  his  township.  For  eight  years 
he  was  Constable,  and  he  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  four  years,  being  chairman  one 
term.  He  is  a  meinber  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
Lodge  No.  13,  of  Fountain  City.  In  politics 
lie  is  a  Republican;  is  also  a  member  of  tiie 
Farmers'  Alliance. 

fEORGE  KINDSCHY  is  a  native  of 
Montana  township,  Buffalo  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  was  born  August  2,  185G, 
he  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
Waumandee  valley.  His  parents  were  Chris- 
tian and  Elizabeth  (Runker)  Kindschy.  (For 
more  particular  mention  of  his  parents  see 
the  sketch  of  Jacob  Kindschy  on  another  page 
of  this  work.) 

Mr.  Kindschy  spent  his  early  years  at 
home,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm,  and 
during  the  winters  was  sent  to  tlie  township 
sciiools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  started  out  to  do  for  him- 
self and  see  a  little  of  the  world.  He  first 
located  in  Clayton  City,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained about  a  year.  lie  then  returned 
home,  and  three  years    later  rented  a  farm  of 


his  brother.  Christian,  which  he  operated 
about  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  220  acres  in  the  Danuser 
valley,  known  as  the  Dursch  farm.  On  this 
he  lived  three  years  and  then  leased  it  for 
three  years;  moved  to  La  Crosse  and  worked 
at  blacksmithing  for  awhile.  Returning  to 
the  old  valley,  he  opened  a  shop  and  feed 
mill  where  his  present  shop  is  located.  Aftei- 
carrying  on  the  milling  business  for  two  years 
he  discontinued  it.  hiU  has  sii:ce  kept  up  the 
smithing.  In  1880  he  sold  his  farm  in  the 
Danuser  valley.  In  the  settlement  of  his 
father's  estate  he  received  120  acres,  which 
he  is  now  cultivating,  giving  his  attention 
principally  to  hay  and  grain.  He  is  also 
lireeding  Jersey  cattle  and  the  half  Clydes- 
dale horses. 

He  was  married,  in  Montana  township, 
March  14,  1878,  to  Katherine,  daughter  of 
Florian  and  Cecilia  (Bruhler)  Danuser.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children: 
Benjamin  G.,  Alice  C,  Clara  G.,  Ida,  Amelia 
and  Fiorina  H. 

Mr.  Kindschy  has  an  elegant  farm.  This 
he  keeps  under  a  high  state  of  culti\atioii  and 
at  the  same  time  does  a  thriving  business  at 
his  trade.  In  public  matters  he  takes  an 
active  part;  is  now  holding  his  ninth  term  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  member  of 
tlie  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Lodge  No.  13,  of  Fountain 
City.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Evanttelical  Church. 


fOHN  RAICHLE,  who  resides  on  section 
17,  Gale  township,  is  a  pioneer  and  an 
honored  soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  was  born  in  Wlirttemburg,  Ger- 
many, in  1836,  the  son  of  Frederick  Raichle. 
who  remained   in   Germany   until   his  death. 
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Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  two  dauojhters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  the  eldest,  Frederick,  who  is 
deceased.  Tlie  eldest  surviving  member  of 
the  family,  George,  still  resides  in  Germany; 
William  is  a  resident  of  Gale  township; 
Catherine  is  married  and  lives  in  Germany; 
John,  t!ie  subject  of  our  sketch;  Christian 
also  lives  in  Gale  township,  as  does  a  sister, 
Barbara;  Carl  resides  in  Germany. 

The  subject  of  sketch  and  his  brother, 
William,  came  to  this  country  in  1854,  and 
after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  New  York 
John  came  to  Trempealeau  county.  He  spent 
one  summer  in  the  town  of  Trempealeau,  and 
since  then  Gale  township  has  been  his  home. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  of  230 
acres  since  1870,  which  is  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  William  Raichle  remained  in 
New  York  two  years  longer  than  John,  but 
he  is  now  also  a  prominent  farmer  of  Gale 
township  and  a  neighbor  of  his  brother.  In 
August,  1862,  John  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Regiment  Volunteer 
Infantry,  which  went  into  service  and  re- 
turned under  command  of  Captain  A.  A. 
Arnold.  The  regiment  did  duty  in  Wisconsin 
until  early  in  1864,  when  they  went  to  Dakota 
and  engaged  in  the  erection  of  Fort  Rice. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  they  descended 
the  Missouri  liver  on  flat-boats,  and  guing  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  remained  there  for  a 
time,  and  went  thence  to  i^owlino-  (ireen, 
same  State,  but  returned  again  to  Louisville, 
where  they  were  mustered  out  of  service. 

In  1880  Mr.  Raichle  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Bertha  Jahn,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  June,  1856,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  in  1872.  The  latter  are  now 
residents  of  Caledonia,  Trempealeau  county, 
and  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.:  Bertha,  Richard, 
Ottielea,   Helmuth   and    Edwin.     The    latter 


was  born  in  this  county,  all  the  others  being 
natives  of  Germany.  Another  daughter, 
Lena,  born  in  Germany,  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raichle  have  three 
children:   Frederick,  Lena  and  John. 


fNDREW  R.  AND  NATHAN  H.  CAR- 
HART,  who  are  among  the  well-known 
.,,  representative  citizens  of  Trempealeau 
county,  are  sons  of  Isaac  D.  Carhart,  who 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin  in 
1854.  He  was  descended  directly  from 
Thomas  Carhart,  the  first  American  ancestor 
of  the  family,  and  the  first  record  of  whom 
dates  from  1691,  at  which  time  he  resided  in 
Richmond  county,  New  York.  Isaac  D.  Car- 
hart was  born  in  Coeymans  township,  Albany 
county.  New  York,  July  31,  1802,  a  son  of 
Daniel  Carhart.  He  married  Nancy  Agnes 
Bangs,  who  was  born  in  Kortright  townsliip, 
Delaware  county,  New  York,  August  19, 
1809.  Mr.  Carhart  was  reared  to  the  occu- 
pation of  farming,  but  learned  tlie  trade  of  a 
tanner  and  harness-maker,  and  for  a  time 
duiing  his  early  married  life  was  engaged  in 
merchandising.  He  continued  to  live  in  the 
State  of  New  York  until  he  emigrated  to 
Dodge  county  in  1854,  and  in  1861  the 
family  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  settling 
on  section  36,  Trempealeau  township,  where 
the  father  resided  until  his  death,  September 
1,  1885;  the  mother  died  May  7, 1889.  Mr. 
Carhart  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
religious  and  moral  growth  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived,  and  was  in  all  respects  a 
most  worthy  and  estimable  citizen.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  he  was  class-leader 
for  many  years,  and  also  assisted  to  organize 
and  maintain  a  Sunday-school  in  his  town. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and    in    tlie 
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earlier  days  possessed  strong  anti-slavery 
sentiments.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  live  fons  and  live  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  now  livino;  lint  one  son,  John  M., 
wlio  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second  Regi- 
ment Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  at  the  tirst  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July 
19,  1861,  having  been  one  of  the  tirst  Wis- 
consin troops  killed  in  battle.  He  was  the 
fourth  child  and  second  son,  and  was  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  Manley,  resides  at  Carthage,  Jasper  county, 
Missouri;  L.  H.,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  now 
resides  at  Brooklyn,  New  York;  Mrs.  Delia 
E.  Huntley  is  a  resident  of  Winona;  Andrew 
R.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Isaac  W. 
resides  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas;  Mrs.  Emma 
Allen  resides  in  Boone,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Charlotte 
White  resides  in  Clarendon,  Donley  county, 
Texas;  Nathan  H.  is  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Trempealeau  township;  and  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  Mrs.  Josie  Mulligan,  resides  in 
Tacoina,  Washington. 

As  has  been  seen  above,  the  two  brothers 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch 
are  the  only  members  of  the  family  who  now 
reside  in  Trempealeau  county.  Andrew  R., 
who  resides  on  section  6,  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  New  York,  December  13,  1841. 
In  1865  he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself, 
and  from  1868  to  1870  he  was  engaged  in 
pork-packing  and  general  business  in  tjje  vil- 
lage of  Trempealeau,  and  during  that  time 
he  was  a  member  of  the  village  Board.  He 
has  also  been  president  of  the  Trempealeau 
Agricultural  Society  for  two  years.  Besides 
his  farming  interests  in  this  county  Mr.  Car- 
hart  has  been  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
ranching  cattle  in  Texas,  in  partnership  with 
B.  B.  Healy,  of  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Carhart  has 
also  been  extensivelj^  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  cattle,  and  is  now  interested  in  zinc 


mining  in  Jasper  county,  Missouri,  which  is 
an  important  enterprise  and  gives  jjromise  of 
still  greater  developments.  He  has  been 
chairman  of  the  town  of  Trempealeau  and 
membei-  of  its  board  for  two  terms;  also 
treasurer  of  Trempealeau  County  Agricult- 
ural Society  now  for  the  third  year. 

He  was  married  in  1864,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Hope  Gillies,  a  daughter  of  John  Gillies,  of 
Trempealeau,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren: Edward  A.,  the  eldest;  (-ieorge  W., 
who  died  in  early  infancy;  Allen  R.,  the 
third  ill  order  of  birth;  and  Mark  G.,  the 
youngest.  Mr.  Carhart  is  a  Republican  politi- 
cally, and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Coiierejiational  Church. 

Nathan  H.,  who  owns  and  occupies  the  old 
homestead,  was  born  November  20,  1848, 
having  been  but  a  lad  when  he  came  to 
Trempealeau  county  with  his  parents.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Brownsell,  a  native  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wiscon- 
sin, who  died  February  IS,  1889,  leaving 
three  children:  Tliomas,  born  October  2, 
1884;  Clarence  W.  and  Clara  E.,  August  18, 
1888.  Mr.  Carhart  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  was 
also  his  wife. 

fHARLES  W.  FA RRAND,  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  Onalaska,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  bar  of  Trempealeau  county 
since  1874.  He  was  born  at  Lindleytown, 
Steuben  county.  New  York,  in  September, 
1839,  the  son  of  William  Farrand,  a  native 
of  Vermont.  The  Farrands  are  descended 
from  an  early  New  England  family,  the  orig- 
inal ancestor  having  come  to  America  previ- 
ous to  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  William 
Farrand  married  Ruby  Kaple.  a  native  of 
New   York,  and  of    New    England    ancestry. 
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Our  subject  was  one  of  five  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  James  C,  was  Captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Twenty-iifth  Wisconsin  Reg- 
iment, in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
in  Kansas  City  several  years  ago;  Esther, 
the  eldest  daughter,  became  the  wife  of 
William  Thayer,  and  died  at  Onalaska,  Wis- 
consin; Charles  W.  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Helen  M.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H. 
Nichols,  of  Onalaska;  and  the  younojest,  Ira, 


James  C.  Farrand  was  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  West,  and  was  soon  followed 
by  Charles.  In  1856  he  went  to  Illinois,  and 
to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  the  same  year,  after 
which  he  went  to  Melrose,  where  he  joined 
his  older  brother,  James  C.  There  he  passed 
the  winter  of  1856-'57,  and  the  following 
spring  went  to  Onalaska,  where  he  worked  at 
lumbering  and  also  attended  school  for  a  time. 
In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  nntil  May,  1864,  when  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  a  wound  received  at 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  July,  1863.  The 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged  formed  a  pai't 
of  the  famous  Iron  Urigade,  with  whom  he 
fought  in  many  of  the  most  noted  liattles  of 
the  war  including  first  Ibill  Run,  Gaines- 
ville, second  Bull  Run,  Soutli  Mountain  and 
Antietam,  and  was  also  at  Fredericksburg 
under  Burnside,  and  at  Chancellorsville  under 
Hooker.  He  was  wounded  on  the  first  day 
of  tlie  Gettysburg  battle,  his  regiment  form- 
ing a  part  of  tiie  first  corps,  commanded  by 
the  gallant  General  Reynolds,  who  fell  on 
that  bloody  field,  Mr.  Farrand  receiving  a 
gun-shot  wound  through  the  right  foot.  He 
was  sent  at  once  to  Jarvis'  General  Hospital, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when   he   was   sent  to   David's    Island,   New 


York,  and    there  discharged    in    May  of  the 
same  year. 

After  he  had  recovered  from  his  wounds 
Mr.  Farrand  was  variously  engaged  in  lum- 
bering, studying  and  teaching,  attending 
school  much  of  the  time  at  Galesville. 
In  1871,  having  determined  to  adopt  the 
legal  profession,  and  having  already  given 
considerable  attention  to  the  study  of  law,  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  Michigan 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  continued 
two  terms.  He  then  entered  the  office  of 
Lyndes  &  Eurroungs,  at  La  Crosse,  and  in 
1874  located  in  Galesville  and  opened  an 
office.  From  there  lie  removed  to  Arcadia, 
where  he  continued  practice  nntil  1878.  He 
next  went  South  and  spent  considerable  time 
traveling,  and  in  1884  returned  to  Gales- 
ville, where  he  resumed  practice.  Owing  to 
the  death  of  Charles  II.  JS'ichols,  his  sister 
Helen's  husliand,  Mr.  Farrand  has  recently 
moved  to  Onalaska,  to  make  his  home  with 
his  mother  and  sister.  The  family  of  Mr. 
Farrand  all  eventually  came  West.  The 
father  died  at  Onalaska  in  1869,  and  the 
mother  still  resides  there  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Xichols.  Mr.  Farrand  is  a  gentleman 
of  tine  attainments  and  a  lawyer  of  ability. 
He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  war  for  the 
Union,  and  both  professionally  and  socially  is 
esteemed. 


^OHN  TURTON,  of    Waumandee,  Wis- 
consin, by  virtue  of   his    long   residence 
here,  is    justly  entitled    to    appropriate 
biographical   mention  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Turton  was  born  in  Lancashire.  Eng- 
land, May  13,  1837,  son  of  Peter  and  Martha 
(Wakefield)  Turton,  both  natives  of  the  same 
place.  Ills  father  was  a  sou  of  John  Turton, 
and  was  born   April  4,  1807,  and  his  mother 
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was  born  March  17,  1811.  Peter  Turton,  a 
Bilk-weaver  by  occupation,  emigrated  to  tlie 
United  States  in  1882,  and  settled  with  his 
daughters  in  Connecticut,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1884.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 
two  children,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  and 
James.  Her  death  occurred  in  England, 
January  4,  1S49.  In  1862  he  took  to  him- 
self a  second  wife,  the  issue  from  that  mar- 
riage being  two  daughters,  Jane  and  Lillie, 
who  now  reside  in  Connecticut. 

John  Turton  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  was  eighteen,  learnino-  his  father's  trade, 
that  of  silk-weavinsj;,  and  attending  school 
when  opportunity  offered.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  concluded  to  strike  out  for  the 
new  world,  and  accordingly  landed  in  New 
York,  in  June,  1855.  At  once  coming  West, 
he  stopped  for  a  time  in  Racine,  and  subse- 
quently engaged  in  farm  work.  In  1859  lie 
came  to  Waumandee  township,  Buffalo 
county,  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
section  19,  and  immediately  commenced 
making  improvements.  This  country  was 
then  in  its  wild  state,  there  were  no  roads  to 
guide  the  traveler,  and  Indians  and  deer  were 
plentiful.  In  the  spring  he  built  a  house,  and 
in  1861  erected  his  present  dwelling.  Re- 
cently, in  1888,  he  built  a  fine  barn.  About 
sixty-tive  acres  of  his  land  are  under  improve- 
ment. Formerly  his  chief  product  was  grain, 
but  of  later  years  he  has  turned  his  attention 
to  the  dairy  business  and  is  raising  stock. 

Mr.  Turton  was  married  in  Racine,  Wis- 
consin, April  29,  1862,  to  Mrs.  Demiah  Col- 
lier. By  her  former  husband  she  has  one 
child,  Joseph,  born  November  23,  1858,  who 
is  now  residing  near  her.  Her  union  with 
Mr.  Turton  has  been  blessed  with  eight  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Martha  Jane,  l)orn  May  1,  1863; 
Demiah  Lillie,  Novetnber  27,  1864;  Peter 
Alfred,  January  27,  1S68;  James  Henry,  June 
11,  1870;   John  J.,   Marcli    8,  1878;   George 


Walter,  April  16,  1876;  Ann  EHzabeth, 
August  4,  1878;  Alice  Mary,  April  22,  1881. 
Mrs.  Turton  is  a  daughter  of  Jolui  and  Jane 
(Adamson)  IIodgkinson,iuitives  of  Yorkshire, 
England.  They  came  to  America  in  1854, 
located  in  Quebec,  Canada,  and  from  there 
i-emoved  to  Racine,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Ilodg- 
kinscjn  died  in  Alissouri,  in  1861.  His  widow 
now  resides  in  London,  Neliraska.  Of  the 
twelve  children  born  to  them,  only  four  lived 
to  adult  age,  namely:  George,  Demiah,  Jane 
and  Mary.  Jane  wedded  Drnry  Coultard, 
and  lives  in  California,  and  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  William  Lighthill,  of  Iowa. 

Politically,  Mr.  Turton  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
School  Treasurer  and  School  Director.  He 
favors  any  movement  that  has  for  its  object 
the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
community;  and  for  his  many  estimable 
qualities  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
numerous  friends  and  acquaintances. 


EORGE  N.  HIDERSHIDE,  M.  D.,  of 
AllfiT  Arcatlia,  located  in  this  village  in  1875, 
the  second  graduate  to  establish  himself 
at  this  place,  and  with  one  exception  has  been 
in  continuous  practice  longer  than  an\'  phy- 
sician in  the  county. 

He  is  a  native  of  Luxembourg,  Germany, 
and  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Anna  il.  (Sa- 
lentiny)  Ilidershide,  who  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  the  United  States  in  1857. 
landing  at  Minneiska,  Minne=ota.  Nicho- 
las Ilidershide  purchased  and  improved  a 
fine  farm  in  Mount  Vernon,  Winona  county, 
that  State,  where  he  resideil  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  spring  of 
1875.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  in  1889,  having  resided  with  him 
some  time  previous  to  her  death.     Tiiey  were 
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the  parents  of  seven  cliildren,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity  and  are  still  living;  two 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Pierre, 
who  is  fanning  on  the  old  homestead;  Mary 
Jane,  the  wife  of  John  Rodenbour,  a  resident 
of  Brown's  valley,  Minnesota;  George  N.,  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  who  wedded  Henry  Ste- 
vens, a  resident  of  Dover^  Minnesota;  and 
Louisa,  wife  of  Joseph  Meyer,  also  of  Dover, 
Minnesota. 

The  earlier  life  of  Dr.  Uidershide  was  spent 
on  a  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  schools. 
He  graduated  at  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Winona  in  1870,  and  having  the  determina- 
tion to  pursue  a  professional  career  he  at 
once  began  the  labor  for  its  accomplishment. 
It  was  necessary  that  he  should  do  manua] 
labor  to  secure  the  means  required  for  this 
purpose,  but  he  never  shrank  from  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  and  labored  faithfully  and 
earnestly  until  his  object  was  attained.  He 
was  engaged  for  a  considerable  time  in  selling 
farm  machinery  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Illi- 
nois, and  was  very  successful  in  this  branch 
of  business. 

Soon  after  his  graduation  at  Winona  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Lyons,  Iowa, 
and  after  two  years'  study  under  a  preceptor  at 
thatplacehe  entered  the  Louisville  (Kentucky) 
Medical  College,  from  which  lie  was  gi'adu- 
ated  with  honor  in  1S75,  and  soon  afterward 
located  at  Arcadia.  The  Doctor  has  ever  been 
a  most  industrious  student,  and  besides  his 
medical  education  he  possesses  fine  literary 
attainments.  He  was  but  a  lad  when  he  came 
to  America  with  his  father's  family;  and, 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
he  went  to  live  with  Dr.  G.  F.  Childs,  a 
native-born  Englishman,  in  Minnesota  and 
an  early  settler  of  Winona,  thinking  that  he 
would  there  learn  the  language  in  its  native 
purity.  According  to  his  own  statement  he 
soon    learned   to    pronounce   the   letter  "  h  " 


where  he  should  have  omitted  it,  in  the  most 
approved  English  style!  He  soon,  however, 
learned  his  error,  and  afterward  became  more 
American  in  his  pronunciation,  and  the  most 
careful  critic  of  the  language  would  now  be 
more  likely  to  believe  him  a  native  of  the 
central  or  eastern  part  of  our  Union  than  of  a 
foreign  land. 

Dr.  Hidershide  believes  in  the  permanency 
of  our  American  institutions,  and  rejoices  in 
the  freedom  of  our  beloved  country.  He  is 
a  fine  linguist  in  the  German  and  American 
languages,  and  also  possesses  a  fair  knowledge 
of  several  other  languages.  As  a  surgeon 
and  physician  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of 
the  ^profession  in  Wisconsin,  and  deservedly 
enjoys  a  very  large  and  lucrative  practice; 
and  as  a  citizen  he  is  esteemed  for  his  integ- 
rity and  progressive  principles. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Northwestern  Wis- 
consin Medical  Association;  in  1881  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  represent  that  body  at 
the  American  Medical  Association  held  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  and  in  1889  was  its 
President.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State 
Medical  Association,  and  is  at  present  Sur- 
geon of  the  Green  Bay  Railroad. 

In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  political  preferment  for 
himself,  though  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  President  of  the  village  board  of 
Arcadia.  He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the 
Congressional  Convention  of  his  district  in 
ISJIO,  and  is  at  present  Chairman  of  the 
County  Congressional  Committee;  but  it  is 
to  his  profession  that  he  devotes  his  life 
work,  and  improves  all  opportunities  to 
become  familiar  with  advanced  methods  and 
views  in  surgery  and  medicine. 

The  Doctor  was  brought  up  under  the 
teachings  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
though  he  is  not  a  memlier  nor  adherent  of' 
any  of  the  religious  denominations,  but  rather 
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favors  tlie  broad  liberalism  of  the  advanced 
thinkers  of  the  past  and  present.  He  is  loo;i- 
cal  in  all  his  methods,  and  has  no  convictions 
that  have  not  been  reached  by  a  process  of 
reasoning.  He  is  fearless  and  ontspoken  in 
the  advocacy  of  any  canse  he  may  espouse. 
Having  a  higher  regard  for  principle  than  for 
pelf,  he  would  scorn  the  idea  of  receiving 
pecuniary  advantages  by  the  practice  of  hy- 
pocrisy. He  is  not  wanting  in  public  spirit, 
as  he  is  ever  ready  to  encourage  any  enter- 
prise for  the  public  good.  His  many  acts  of 
kindness  and  generosity  to  kindred  and 
friends  are  the  spontaneous  outgrowth  of  a 
kind  and  sympathetic  nature. 

Socially  the  Doctor  is  a  Mason,  being  a 
member  of  Arcadia  Lodge,  No.  201,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Arcadia;  of  Smith  Chapter,  No. 
13,  R.  A.  M.,  at  La  Ch-osse;  of  La  Crosse 
Commandei-y,  No.  9,  K.  T. ;  of  the  Wisconsin 
Consistory,  and  of  the  Tripoli  Temple,  N.  M. 
S.,  Wisconsin. 


fHRISTOPHER  KOESCH,  of  Glencoe 
township,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin, 
was  born  in  Wiirtteniburg,  Germany, 
July  12,  1827.  His  parents,  John  and  Fred- 
ericka  (Keitzler)  Eoesch,  were  both  natives 
of  that  place  and  passed  their  lives  there,  the 
mother  dying  in  1846  and  the  father  in  1858. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  and  Christina  and  Fred- 
ericka.  His  father  being  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, Christopher  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
assisting  his  father  and  attending  the  schools 
of  that  place. 

Mr.  Roesch  emigrated  to  this  country  in 
the  spring  of  1854,  landing  in  New  York, 
and  from  there  going  direct  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  woj'king  in  a 
packing-house   in  winter  and   on  a  farm   in 


summer.  In  1S57  he  came  to  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  located  a  farm  of  120  acres 
in  section  19,  Glencoe  township,  which  he 
purchased  of  a  new  settler.  He  engaged  in 
farming  about  the  valley  until  1860,  when, 
having  built  a  cabin,  he  settled  down  on  his 
farm  and  began  improving  it.  The  work  of 
improvement  went  on  gradually,  however,  as 
his  means  were  limited.  At  first  lie  used  an 
ox  team.  He  liad  to  make  his  own  roads  Ije- 
fore  he  could  market  liis  produce.  By  dili- 
gence and  good  management  he  was  soon 
comfortably  situated,  and  ere  long  fortune 
smiled  on  him.  He  erected  his  fine  dwell- 
ing in  1871,  and  his  new  barn  in  1875.  His 
first  addition  to  his  original  purchase  was 
three  forties,  which  he  Ijought  in  1864. 
These  are  in  sections  17  and  20.  The  same 
year  he  added  another  forty,  located  in  sec- 
tion 19,  and  in  1875  he  bought  two  more 
forty-acre  tracts  in  section  19.  In  1873  he 
bought  forty  acres  of  Government  land  in 
section  18.  The  present  year  (1890)  he 
bought  ninety  acres  of  land  in  Glencoe  town- 
ship, which  he  leases.  He  has  in  one  body 
400  acres,  120  acres  of  which  are  under  cul- 
tivation, and  forty  acres  of  hay  land.  Be- 
sides carrj'ing  on  general  farming,  he  is  also 
engaged  in  stock-raising.  He  has  a  dairy 
and  milks  about  twenty  cows;  is  raising  half 
Clydesdale  horses. 

Mr.  Roesch  was  marrieil  in  June,  1861,  at 
Glencoe,  to  Ursula  Gartinann,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Gartmann.  Si.x  children  were  given 
to  them,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Fred- 
ericka,  wife  of  John  Florin;  Mary,  wife  of 
Christian  Florin;  John,  Caroline,  wife  of 
David  Angst;  Rosa  and  Anton.  After  a 
happy  married  life  of  thirty  years,  Mrs. 
Roesch  died,  June  25,  1891,  leaving  a  large 
circle  of  mourning  friends. 

Recently  Mr.  Roesch  has  turned  the  man- 
agement of  his  farm  over  to    his   son  John. 
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This  is  among  tlie  best  improved  farms  in 
the  county  and  is  admirably  laid  out.  He 
has  taken  great  pains  to  have  all  the  con- 
veniences possiVtle  and  to  make  farm  work  a 
pleasure.  From  a  cool,  inexhaustible  spring, 
located  on  an  elevated  part  of  his  farm,  he 
has  the  water  conducted  to  his  dwelling, 
dairy-house  and  barn. 

Mr.  Roesch  has  been  very  popular,  and  is 
a  man  highly  respected  by  the  community  in 
which  he  has  so  long  dwelt.  He  has  been 
honored  by  several  responsible  positions, 
among  which  were  those  of  Supervisor  and 
town  Treasurer.  He  has  affiliated  with  the 
Kepublican  party  up  to  the  last  election  for 
Governor,  when  he  supjiorted  the  Democratic 
nominee. 


fAMES  GLADSON,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 1.  Trempealeau  county,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  December  13,  1836,  a  son  of 
Walter  Gladson,  wlio  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  the  United  States  in  1837,  settling 
in  Delaware  county.  New  York.  When  our 
suViject  had  nearly  iittaincd  to  manhood  the 
family  removed  to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  several  years  later  to  Trempealeau 
county.  Tiie  father  died  at  Winona,  Minne- 
sota, a  number  of  years  ago,  and  the  mother, 
now  deceased,  survived  iier  liusliand  for  many 
years.  Tiiey  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  mature  years,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  five  of  the  family,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  are  now  living.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  son  of  the 
family;  John,  whose  farm  joins  that  of  his 
brother  James,  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth; 
George  resides  in  Nevada;  Christian,  now 
Mrs.  Edmond  Nash,  lives  in  Nebraska;  Vio- 
let is  tlie  wife  of  Andrew  Wilcox,  of  Kansas. 
James  Gladson  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his 


parents,  and  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  in 
1857.  He  worked  the  first  year  for  Mr. 
Brandenburg,  of  Trempealeau,  and  the  fol- 
lowincr  summer  was  engaged  in  running  logs 
on  Black  river.  With  the  first  $50  that  he 
saved  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Trem- 
pealeau township,  and  at  once  began  the  im- 
provement of  the  same,  and  gradually,  by 
industry  and  economy,  added  to  his  posses- 
sions. He  finally  sold  his  property  at  an 
advanced  price  and  bought  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives. 

Mr.  Gladson  was  married  June  13,  1865, 
to  Mercy  A.  Wilcox,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Wilcox,  of  La  Crosse.  She  died  February 
21,  1868,  and  October  5,  1869,  Mr.  Gladson 
married  Belle  Scott,  of  Hobart,  Delaware 
county.  New  York.  Her  father,  James 
Scott,  died  in  1864,  and  her  mother,  Christie 
(Thompson)  Scott,  survived  her  husband 
many  years.  Mr.  Gladson  had  two  children 
by  his  first  wife,  one  of  whom  is  living,  An- 
drew B.,  at  Dennison,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gladson  have  three  children:  James  T.,  May 
Belle,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Gladson  has  a  brother  and  four  sisters,  all  of 
whom  reside  in  the  State  of  New  York.  She 
is  a  Knely  educated  lady,  having  graduated 
at  Roxbury  Academy,  Delaware  county.  New 
York,  ill  1854,  the  Principal  at  that  time 
being  l^rofessor  J.  W .  McLaury,  later  of  La 
Crosse,  and  still  later  Pi-esident  of  Galesville 
University.  After  her  graduation  she  was 
preceptress  of  the  academy  for  three  years, 
the  first  year  of  which  the  institution  was 
still  under  the  principalship  of  Professor 
McLaury.  Mrs.  Gladson  was  a  successful 
teacher  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home  and  are  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  life,  which  have  been  secured 
by  industry,  frugality  and  good  management. 
In   their  religious   affiliations  they  are  mein- 
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bers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  take 
a  commendable  interest  in  promoting  the 
moral  and  religions  u-rowtiiof  the  coninuinitv 
in  which  they  live. 


fllKISTIAN  EVEllSON,  oneofthe  well- 
known  citizens  of  Lincoln  township, 
Trempealeau  county,  resides  on  section 
24,  where  he  settled  April  1, 1875.  He  pur- 
chased his  land  of  Milo  Canipl)ell,  though 
the  original  owner  was  Harry  Proctor.  Mr. 
Everson  has  made  nearly  all  the  improve- 
ments on  his  place,  having  a  tine  farm  of  164 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  May  11, 
1849,  and  1853,  when  but  four  years  of  age, 
his  father  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Vermont  township, 
Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  the  father 
died  in  April,  1882.  Tiie  homestead  farm  is 
still  in  possession  of  the  family,  the  mother 
residing  there  with  her  son,  John  Everson. 
Mr.  Everson,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Dane  county,  and  was  a  well-known,  indus- 
trious and  worthy  citizen.  He  came  to  this 
country  a  poor  man,  but  in  course  of  time 
and  by  virtue  of  those  elements  already  men- 
tioned became  possessed  of  a  valuable  farm, 
and  surrounded  himself  and  family  with  the 
comforts  of  life.  His  family  consisted  of 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  eldest  of 
whom  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Eleventh  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  at  St. 
Louis  in  1802;  Thomas  served  iu  tlie  same 
company  with  his  brother,  and  died  at  Iron- 
ton,  Missouri,  the  same  year;  John,  who  lives 
at  the  homestead,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion;  Knut,  the  ne.\t  in  order 
of  birth,  resides  in  Arcadia  township;  Amos 
is  a  resident  of  Nevada,  and  Reter  resides  in 
Colorado.     The    eldest    of    the    family,    also 


named  Peter,  died  in  Illinois  the  first  year 
after  tlie  family  came  to  America.  He,  like 
other  young  men  in  the  early  pioneer  days  in 
Soutliern  Wisconsin,  went  to  Illinois  to  se- 
cure work,  and  was  engage<l  in  wood  chop- 
ping when  taken  sick.  Another  brother, 
Ever  Everson,  went  to  Nevada,  where  he 
died  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
Tiie  only  sister,  now  Mrs.  Hans  Knutsou 
Spangrud,  resides  in  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin. 
Christian  Everson  was  reared  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  Dane  county,  and  in  1875 
became  a  resident  of  Lincoln  township.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Hanson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gilbert  Hanson  Smisrude,  an  early 
settler  of  Preston  township,  Trempealeau 
county,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Everson  have  six  children,  four  daugli- 
ters  and  two  sons,  viz  :  Millie  E.,  Clara  T., 
Edward  J.,  Claudius  E.,  Helen  S.  and  Flor- 
ence J.  Mrs.  Everson  was  first  married  to 
T.  Rice,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Gilbert 
S.  Mr.  Everson  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  citizens  of  Lincoln  township, 
and  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  what- 
ever tends  to  promote  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  tlie  community  in  which  lie  resides. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  mucli  general  informa- 
tion, an<l  is  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens 
for  his  upright  character  and  progressive 
spirit. 


fACOB  ANGST,  Jr.,  deceased,  of  Wau- 
rnundoe  township,  and  one  of  the  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Buffalo  county,  Wis- 
consin, was  born  in  the  canton  of  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  December  27, 1836.  His  father, 
Jacob  Angst,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  April  15,  1810,  anil  his  mother, 
nee  Barbara  Meier,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
country.     She  died   March    20,   1892.  of    la 
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grippe.  The  two  childi-en  l»orn  to  them  were 
Jacoli  and  David.  The  latter  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantry,  in  April, 
1861,  and  in  October,  1864,  died  in  hospital 
from  chronic  diarrhea.  The  family  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1854,  landed  at  Xew  York 
and  from  there  came  to  Sauk  county,  Wis- 
consin, where,  for  a  time,  they  lived  on  a 
farm. 

In  April,  1855,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
came  to  Buffalo  county  to  look  up  a  location, 
and  pre-empted  160  acres  of  land  in  his  father's 
name.  He  broke  a  portion  of  the  soil  and 
cut  some  logs  for  a  cabin,  and  remained  there 
throunjh  the  summer.  The  weather  was  so 
severe  that  fall  and  winter  that  they  diif  not 
get  moved,  so  he  went  to  Baraboo  and  worked 
with  a  man  who  was  engaged  in  the  logging 
business.  The  latter  sold  out  and  went  to  Mis- 
souri, and  persuaded  Mr.  Angst  to  go  with 
him.  During  several  years  which  followed 
his  time  was  employed  in  chopping  wood  in 
Missoui'i,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  he  was 
overseer  in  a  wood-yard.  The  death  of  his 
brother  brouglit  him  home  to  Waumandee, 
where  his  father  had  been  improving  the 
homestead.  He  continued  to  work  with  his 
father  until  1868,  when  he  purchased  the 
farm,  then  comprising  320  acres.  He  subse- 
quently added  to  it  120  acres  more.  In  1885 
he  erected  his  tine  brick  house,  and  tlie  fol- 
lowing year  his  large  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings. When  he  first  came  to  this  place 
the  country  was  full  of  Indian^,  ami  the  only 
road  to  Fountain  City  from  here  was  an  In- 
dian trail.  His  nearest  neighbor  was  Mr. 
Runckel,  who  lived  a  mile  and  a  half  north 
of  Bach's  Hotel,  and  with  whom  he  boarded. 
On  the  homestead  tliere  are  now  under  culti- 
vation about  200  acres. 

Mr.  Angst  was  married  June  30,  1864,  at 
Canton,  Missouri,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Ly<lia  (Littlej  (Toodwin.   They 


had  ten  children:  David,  Clara  Matilda,  wife 
of  William  Hohnian;  Mollie,  wife  of  Otto 
Hohman;  Walter,  Dudley,  Delia,  TuriUa,  Os- 
car, Birgie  and  Cora. 

Mr.  Angst  at  different  times  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Supervisor  and  Assessor.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in 
politics  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  died  April  8,  1892,  of  paralytic  stroke, 
caused  by  la  grippe.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Freethinker,  while  INlrs.  Angst  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  elder  Mr.  Angst  died  September  6, 
1871,  and  his  widow  is  now  livino-  in  Iowa. 


ffOHN  C.  TOWNER,  who  resides  on  sec- 
j  tion  30,  Caledonia  township,  Trem])ealeau 
county,  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  Xew 
York,  in  1830,  a  son  of  Aaron  Towner,  also 
a  native  of  New  York,  but  of  New  England 
parentage.  The  father  emigrated  with  his 
family  from  the  Empire  State  to  the  then 
Territory  of  Michigan,  in  1835,  and  in  1856 
the  family  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  settled  in  Caledonia  township, 
where  the  father  died  in  the  spring  of  1848, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Colliar,  sur- 
vived her  husband  a  number  of  years.  Aaron 
Towner  was  a  well-known  citizen,  and  he  and 
ills  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  before  coming  to  Wisconsin,  but  here 
they  united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children  who  grew 
to  mature  years,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, viz.:  Mary  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Straight,  did 
not  accompany  the  family  to  Trempealeau 
county,  but  remained  in  Michigan  until  her 
death;  Tamar  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  P. 
Tokes,  of  Trempealeau;  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  Edward   Barnard,  of  Watertown,  Dakota; 
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John  C.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Am- 
anda is  the  wife  of  James  Adams,  of  this 
townsliip;  Richard,  who  resides  in  the  viUage 
of  Trempealeau ;  Henry  A.  a  resides  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Nesv  Jersey.  The  latter  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Trem- 
pealeau, where  he  served  as  Postmaster.  lie 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as 
a  member  of  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  Two  members  of  the  family, 
the  eldest  and  the  youngest,  died  when  young. 

John  C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  lived 
at  his  father's  homestead  until  after  he  had 
attained  his  majority. 

He  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-tive 
years,  to  Margaret  B.  Carleton,  a  native  of 
Big  Flat  township,  Chemung  county,  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  Martin  C.  Carleton. 
She  came  "West  with  lier  parents  in  1835, 
and  the  family  settled  in  Wayne  county, 
Michigan,  where  the  father  died  in  1882,  and 
the  mother  afterward  came  to  Trempealeau 
county,  and  lived  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Towner,  and  at  a  daughter's,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Fierson,  until  her  death,  in  1S88.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Towner  have  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  fotir  daughters,  and  all  but  the  eldest  was 
born  in  Trempealeau  county,  viz.:  Mary  A., 
Emma,  Elmer  E.,  Clara,  Milton  H.,  Lena, 
John  and  Willie  K.  Mr.  Towner  has  a  fine 
farm  of  120  acres  under  a  tine  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  township,  where  he  has  lived 
so  many  years.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


tNTOA'  EKERN,  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  family  of  Pigeon  township,  is  a 
brother  of  Peter  Ekern,  of  this  town- 
ship, and  of  E.  Ekern,  of  Wliitehall.  He  re- 
sides on  section  26,  and  was  born  in  JS'orway, 


October  14,  1843.  In  1802  he  came  with 
his  brother  Mark  to  America,  landing  at 
Quebec.  lie  went  at  once  to  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  four  years,  and 
thence  to  Trempealeau  county.  Mr.  Ekern 
has  120  acres  of  land  in  his  home  farm,  and 
on  section  12  has  a  farm  of  160  acres,  both 
of  these  being  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, though  they  were  in  a  wiM  state  when 
he  purchased  them.  lie  has  a  pleasant  home, 
where  he  and  his  wife  reside  with  their 
family. 

Mr.  Ekern  was  married  in  Trempealeau 
county,  to  Miss  Louisa  Andeison,  who  came 
to  this  country  with  her  parents  when  an  in- 
fant. They  settled  in  La  Crosse  county, 
where  the  mother  died  two  years  later,  and 
the  father  in  1887.  lie  was  three  times 
married  and  the  father  of  fourteen  children, 
though  a  number  of  them  have  now  passed 
away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ekern  have  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  daughters  and  two  sons,  viz.: 
Johanna  Mathilda,  who  was  born  February 
14,  1869;  Gina  Petrine,  born  November  8, 
1870;  Julia  Ann,  January  1,  1875;  Helena, 
October  13,  1874;  Laura,  July  2,  1877; 
Amanda,  January  19,  1880;  Emma,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1882;  Alfred,  May  1,  1885,  and 
Willie,  November  17,  1887.  Mr.  Ekern  is 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Pigeon 
township,  and  by  good  management  and  in- 
dustry he  has  secured  for  himself  a  jileasant 
home,  and  is  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of 
life. 


■4V+H 


iff^ON.  GEORGE  GALE  was  born  at  Bur- 
\\W\  lington,  Vermont,  November  30,  1816. 
■"JSH  His,  father,  Peter  Gale,  moved  his 
family  to  Waterbury,  Vermont,  in  June, 
1824,  and  commenced  a  farm  v\\  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  Green  Mountains.  There  George 
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found  plenty  of  liard  work  and  the  meager 
facilities  of  acquiring  an  education  common 
at  that  time  in  the  rural  districts  of  Yer- 
raont.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to 
read  history  and  biography,  which  awoke  in 
him  a  latent  ambition  which  could  only  be 
gratified  hj  patient  and  persistent  effort.  He 
obtained  books  on  history,  biography,  natural 
science  and  mathematics,  devoting  all  his 
spare  moments  to  their  study,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  had  obtained  a  fair  knowledge 
of  mathematics  and  natural  history. 

He  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  1S39, 
under  ex-Governor  Dillinghain,  of  Water- 
bury,  Vermont,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1841,  emigrated  West  and  settled  at  Elk- 
horn,  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  opened  a 
law  ofiice  and  entered  into  successtul  prac- 
tice. He  still  continued  his  law  studies 
with  great  diligence  for  four  years.  He 
held  various  town  and  county  offices,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1847  was  elected  member  of  the 
convention  called  to  form  the  present  State 
Constitution  of  Wisconsin,  serving  on  the 
judiciary  committee.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  District  Attorney,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1849  State  Senator  for  two  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1851  he  removed  to  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  settled  in  La  Crosse,  and  was 
elected  County  Judge  for  the  term  of  four 
years.  He  resigned  this  otfice  January  1, 
1854,  and  April  1,  1^56,  was  elected  Circuit 
Judge  of  the  Sixth  J udicial  Circuit  for  the 
term  of  six  years. 

While  at  La  f.'rosse  Judge  Gale  conceived 
the  idea  of  starting  a  college,  and  in  1853 
purchased  about  2,000  acres  of  land, 
including  the  present  location  of  Galesville. 
He  procured  from  the  Legislature  of  Wis- 
consin the  organization  of  the  new  county  of 
Trempealeau  with  the  hjcatiuii  of  the  county 
seat  at  Galesville,  and  a  u^iver^ity  charter 
with  the  same  local  ion.    In  .June  oi  the  same 


year  he  laid  out  a  small  village  plat  and  let 
the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  saw  and 
flouring  mill,  which  was  completed  in  1856. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Galesville 
University  was  organized  in  1855,  the  college 
building  commenced  in  1858,  the  prepara- 
tory department  opened  in  May  1859,  and 
the  first  class  graduated  July  13,  1865. 

After  the  graduation  of  the  first  class 
Judge  Gale  resigned  the  presidency  of  the 
university,  having  held  the  ofiice  of  president 
of  the  board  for  over  ten  years,  and  the  pres- 
ident of  faculty  for  over  seven  years. 

Judge  Gale  naoved  from  La  Crosse  to  his 
farm  near  Galesville  in  May,  1857,  where  he 
resided  until  the  time  of  his  death,  April  8, 
1868. 

Though  not  a  college  graduate  the  Ver- 
mont University  conferred  on  Judge  Gale 
the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in 
1857.  and  the  Galesville  LTniversity  the  title 
LL.  D.,  in  1863. 

Judge  Gale  married  at  Elk  Horn,  Wal- 
worth county,  Wisconsin,  Decemlier  5, 1844, 
Miss  Gertrude  Young.  He  has  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  daughter.  George  and 
William  both  studied  law  and  went  into 
practice  in  Winona,  Minnesota.  George 
some  years  since  quit  the  practice,  and  is  re- 
siding with  his  mother  on  the  home  farm 
near  Galesville.  AVilliam  is  still  in  practice 
in  Winona,  where  he  has  won  the  reputation 
of  an  able  lawyer.  Helen,  the  daughter, 
married  Hamilton  Arnold,  brother  of  Captain 
Arnold,  of  Galesville.  All  of  the  children 
graduated  at  the  institution  which  their  father 
founded. 

During  the  war  Judge  Gale  was  much  of 
the  time  in  the  service  of  the  Sanitary  and 
Christian  commissions.  For  some  time  he 
had  charge  of  the  United  States  Sanitary 
commission  on  Morris  Island  for  the  siege  of 
Charleston. 
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As  a  journalist  Judp;e  Gale  started  the 
Western  Star,  at  Elk  Horn,  the  first  paper 
in  Walworth  county,  and  was  correspondent 
of  the  Oalesrille  Transcript  for  five  years. 

His  literary  works  are  the  "Wisconsin  Form 
Book,  1856,"  which  was  revised  and  passed 
through  three  editions;  the  '-Gale  Family 
Eecord,"  254  pages,  1866;  "The  Upper 
Mississippi,"  460  pages,  1867. 

Judge  Gale  was  tall  and  straight  (being  6 
feet  4  inches),  possessing  a  personality  that 
would  distinguish  him  among  an  assemblage 
of  men.  In  manners  he  was  genial,  social 
and  courteous;  in  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  if  he  left  enemies  behind  at  his 
death  they  were  political  only. 


tLHEKT  KIllCHNER,  the  principal 
dry-goods  merchant  of  Fountain  City, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  at  Bangor,  Maine, 
January  1,  1848.  His  parents,  Charles  and 
Augusta  (Dehring)  Kirchner,  were  natives  of 
Prussia,  tlie  former  born  November  8,  1810. 
Cliarles  Kirchner  was  a  shoemaker  by  occupa- 
tion; emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1846,  located  at  Bangor,  and  re- 
mained there,  engaged  in  farming,  for  eight 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  came  West  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Wanmandee,  Buffalo 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  pre-empted  160 
acres  of  land,  and  began  making  improve- 
ments. He  was  tlie  third  settler  here,  the 
other  two  being  John  Bringolf  and  a  Mr. 
Runkle.  From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his 
farm  nntil  he  owned  240  acres,  a  fine,  well- 
improved  grain  farm,  regarded  as  the  best  in 
the  county.  In  1879  he  sold  it  to  his  son, 
Charles.  He,  however,  still  resides  on  the 
farm  and  lives  with  his  son,  his  wife  having 
died  in  March,  1877.  They  had  six  children, 
two  boys  and  four  J^irls,  whose   names   are  as 


follows:  Wilhelmina,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Hah- 
man,  of  Waumandee;  Charles,  Jr.;  Albert, 
Maria,  wife  of  Fred  Kochendorfer;  Paulina, 
wife  of  Charles  Prussing,  of  Fountain  City; 
Emma,  now  Mrs.  August  Franz. 

Albert,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was 
reared  at  home,  att«nding  the  public  schools 
and  assisting  his  father  with  the  farm  work. 
In  1809  he  went  to  Missouri  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  120  acres  of  railroad  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  St.  Catharine,  Linn  county.  This  he 
improved  and  cultivated  until  1875,  when  he 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Wisconsin,  locating 
on  rented  land  in  Eagle  valley.  Three  years 
later  he  moved  to  Fountain  City  and  bought 
out  Andrew  Henery,  a  partner  of  Keichtman, 
in  the  general  merchandise  business,  which 
was  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Heicht- 
nian  &  Kirchner.  This  partnership  continued 
up  to  1885,  when  Mr.  Kirchner  bought  the 
entire  interest  and  became  sole  propirietor. 
Since  liis  connection  with  the  business  it  has 
gradually  increased,  and  is  now  the  larcrest 
house  in  I^ountain  City. 

In  1879  Mr.  Kirchner,  in  company  with 
Jacob  Reichtman  and  Frank  Mathausch, 
opened  the  stone  quarry  in  this  city,  which 
they  have  since  operated,  employing  during 
the  season  as  high  as  fifty  men.  It  is  located 
on  the  bluff  just  above  the  river,  and  from 
this  place  have  been  taken  large  quantities  of 
fine  limestone,  used  for  building  purposes 
throughout  the  county.  Mr.  Kirchner  now 
has  a  large  contract  with  the  United  States 
Government  for  furnishing  the  stone  for  dam 
and  shore  protection  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

He  was  married,  June  2,  1870,  in  St. 
Catharine,  Missouri,  to  Anna,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Anna  (Langhart)  Ulrich,  and  has 
tliree  children:  Charles,  Edward  and  Hilda. 
Mrs.  Kirchner  is  a  meinbor  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Kirchner  is  a  public-spiritt^d  and  en- 
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terprising  citizen,  has  lield  various  positions 
of  local  prominence,  and  always  discharged 
his  duty  faithfully  and  conscientiously.  He 
is  treasurer  of  the  Fountain  City  Brewing 
Company,  and  a  director  and  stockholder  in 
the  same.  In  politics  he  has  always  afiiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Lodge 
No.  754,  Fountain  City,  has  been  "Venerable 
Counsel,  and  is  now  Clerk;  has  represented 
the  order  in  the  Grand  Lodge  on  two  occa- 
sions, once  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  in  1S90 
at  Springfield,  Illinois. 

§AVID  WOOD,  of  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
Trempealeau  county,  is  a  representative 
■^  of  a  pioneer  family  of  this  county.  He 
is  the  sou  of  Alvah  Wood,  who  was  born  in 
Kensselaer  county,  N^ew  York,  in  1809,  and 
removed  thence  to  Western  JS^ew  York.  In 
1848  tiie  family  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  York,  Dane  county. 
Mr.  Alvau  Wood  was  married  in  Rensselaer 
county,  to  Amanda  Porter.  Mr.  Wood  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Dane  eounty  until  1856, 
when  he  came  to  Trempealeau  county  and 
settled  on  section  25,  town  22,  range  8  west, 
and  here  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurreil  in  June,  1873.  Mr.  Wciod  lost  his 
first  wife  in  Dane  county,  and  was  there 
married  to  Mrs.  Maria  Parsons,  who  now  re- 
sides with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
David  Wood  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom,  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, are  living.  Mr.  Alvah  Wood  was  one 
of  the  well-known  pioneers  of  Trempealeau 
county.  He  was  an  industrious,  frugal  citi- 
zen, and  made  for  himself  and  family  a 
])leasant,  comfortable  home.  He  was  (j^uite 
active  in  the  ad\'ancement  of  the  religious 
and    mcjral    interests   of    the    comniunity    in 


which  he  lived,  and  was  from  early  life  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  the  days 
before  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  an 
Abolitionist  in  principle,  and  was  in  all  re- 
spects a  worthy,  upright  citizen. 

David  Wood,  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1839,  having 
been  but  a  small  lad  when  the  family  emi- 
grated to  Wisconsin.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Trempealeau  county  since  the  fall  of 
1856.  He  was  married  in  1862  to  Mary 
Parsons. 

He  served  in  the  army  during  the  latter 
jiart  of  tlie  war  of  the  Rebellion,  entering  the 
army  as  a  member  of  the  Fifty-first  Regi- 
ment Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
was  afterward  consolidated  with  the  Fifty- 
third. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  he  resumed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  He  has,  how- 
ever, been  extensively  engaged  in  other 
branches  of  business;  has  bought  and  shipped 
grain  from  Whitehall  for  many  years,  and  is 
now  president  of  the  Whitehall  and  Pigeon 
Trading  Association. 

Mr.  Wood  has  been  chairman  of  the  Town 
Board  of  Lincoln  for  many  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Trempealeau 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  three 
sons:  Archie  E.,  James  L.  and  Ralph.  They 
lost  two  daughters,  Sarah  and  Ivippie,  at  the 
age  of  seven  and  two  years  respectively. 


fHRISTOPHER  E.  SCOTT,  the  present 
Postmaster  of  Whitehall,  having  suc- 
ceeded George  H.  Oles,  May  31,  1889, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  couuty.  New  York, 
July  10, 1831,  a  son  of  Sewell  Scott,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  The  family  are  of  Scotch 
origin,  and  were  among  tlie  '  early  New 
England  settlers.      The   paternal  grandfather 
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of  our  subject,  Reuben  Scott,  em igrated  from 
Massachusetts  to  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
when  his  son  Sewell  was  a  youth.  The  latter, 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  succeeded  to  the 
homestead,  and,  like  his  father,  continued  to 
reside  there  until  his  death.  His  wife,  nee 
Olive  Carpenter,  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  who 
grew  to  mature  years,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  only  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Lucy  Harlow,  are  resi- 
dents of  Wisconsin,  the  hitter  residing  at 
Coral  City,  Trempealeau  county.  The  eldest 
brother,  Reuben  Byron,  resides  in  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  as  does  another  brother 
Clark;  the  youngest,  Eugene,  resides  in 
South  Dakota,  and  one  sister  is  deceased. 

C.  E.  Scott  remained  on  the  homestead 
farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
■  West,  his  first  settlement  being  in  Emmett 
county,  Michigan.  He  moved  thence  to  Ma- 
quoketa,  Jacksou  county,  luwa,  where  he  re- 
mained one  and  a  half  years,  but  in  1858  he 
returned  to  New  York.  In  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Tenth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  which  organization,  although 
it  retained  the  name  under  which  it  entered 
the  service,  served  as  infantry  during  the 
war.  Mr.  Scott  was  actively  engaged  with 
his  regiment  during  his  entire  service,  and 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  war  for  the  Union.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Har- 
bor, under  General  Grant,  and  in  the  siege 
of  Petersburg.  When  General  Sheridan  was 
detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
entered  upon  his  famous  campaign  in  the 
Shenandoah  valley  in  1804,  the  command  to 
which  Mr.  Scott  belonged  formed  a  part  of 
Sheridan's  army.  He  participated  in  all  the 
noted  battles  in  that  valley,  including  the 
famous  battle  of  Winchester,  or  Cedar  Creek, 
where  "Sheridan,  twenty  miles  away,"  made 


his  famous  ride  ami  saved  the  day  after  the 
army  had  been  routed  by  the  Rebel  General 
Early.  When  the  Confederate  forces  had 
been  driven  from  the  valley  by  the  army  of 
Sheridan,  the  latter  rejoined  the  army  of 
Grant  at  Petersburg.  Mr.  Scott  continued 
in  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  was  present  at  the  final  surrender  at  Ap- 
pomattox. 

He  returned  to  tlie  State  of  New  Y'ork 
when  discharged  from  the  army,  and  in  the 
spring  of  186(5  came  to  Coral  City,  where  he 
remained  eight  years,  and  in  1874  came  to 
Whitehall,  where  he  erected  a  store  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business,  and  has 
been  a  leading  merchant  at  that  place  since 
that  time.  He  has  now,  however,  practically 
retired  from  merchandising,  having  been  suc- 
ceeded by  his  sons.  His  time  is  occupied  at 
present  chiefly  in  attending  to  his  farm  in- 
terests, being  the  owner  of  a  place  adjoining 
the  town  plat.  Mr.  Scott  was  married  in 
Michigan,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Miller,  a  native 
of  Illinois.  Her  parents  were  George  and 
Mary  (Fry)  Miller,  natives  of  Virginia,  and 
representatives  of  old  and  well-known  fami- 
lies of  that  State,  the  mother  having  been  a 
cousin  of  President  James  Madison.  Mr. 
Miller  removed  with  his  family  from  Michi- 
gan to  Marpioketa,  Iowa,  and  thence  to  Illi- 
nois. Later  the  mother  went  to  California, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  that 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  four  sons: 
Walter,  Fred,  George  and  Harry.  The  two 
eldest  are  successors  of  their  father,  having 
also  a  branch  store  at  Elk  Creek;  the  third 
is  an  artist  by  profession,  and  the  youngest, 
a  printer  by  trade,  is  now  employed  on  the 
Whitehall  Times.  Mr.  Seotc  is  one  of  the 
well-known  citizens  of  Trempealeau  county, 
has  filled  the  ofiice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  ten  years,  has  also  been  Assessor,  and  is 
the  present  Coroner  of  this  county.      He  was 
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one  of  the  charter  members  of  Winfield  Scott 
Tost,  No.  104,  at  Whitehall,  and  is  the 
present  Commander.  Politically  Mr.  Scott 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  having 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  C. 
Fremont  in  1856,  and  has  voted  for  every 
succeeding  Republican  candidate  since  that 
time.  He  is  esteemed  as  a  liberal  and  enter- 
prising citizen. 


'•1^^^^-' 


^mmARTIN  POLIN,  of  Alma,  Wiscou- 
■  liV'it   sin,  wai 


pas  born  Fel:>ruary  13,  1810,  at 
^ii^ij^  Zillis,  Switzerland.  His  parents, 
Jousan  and  Elizabeth  (Cameriesct)  Polin, 
were  natives  of  that  country,  and  died  there, 
the  father  in  1871  and  the  mother  about 
seven  years  later.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
Polin  had  two  children:  Anna  and  Peter,  and 
by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  five:  Antone, 
Rosa,  Martin,  Ursula  and  Sebastian.  Pie 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  also  kept  a  hotel. 
Martin  Polin  lived  with  his  parents  until 
seventeen  yeai'S  of  age.  He  i-eceived  his 
education  in  the  canton  schools  of  Switzer- 
land, and  gained  from  his  father  a  knowledge 
of  business  which  has  l)eeu  of  much  benefit 
to  him  ever  since  he  left  tlie  parental  home. 
In  1857  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
landed  at  New  York  and  from  there  came 
West  to  Alma,  Wisconsin,  where  his  brother, 
who  had  preceded  him  here,  was  living  and 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business. 
The  same  year  he  moved  to  Stillwater,  Minne- 
sota, and  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
being  thus  employed  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  went  to  Dubuque  and  engaged  in 
clerking  for  Wood,  Look  &  Co.,  remaininor 
with  them  about  a  year.  We  next  tind  him 
at  Wabasha,  Minnesota,  doing  a  general  mer- 
chandise business  in  partnership  with  Rudopli 
Kalians.     After  conducting   this  store  a  year 


and  a  half  they  sold  out.  Mr.  Polin  went  to 
New  York  city  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  Fifty-third  New  York  Infantry, 
and  joined  the  regiment  at  Newport  News; 
was  in  Key's  corps.  Cox's  division,  and  Peck's 
brigade.  His  first  engagement  was  at  Will- 
iamsburg, May  15, 1862.  They  were  charged 
on  by  the  enemy,  whom,  after  a  hard  fight, 
they  repulsed.  The  next  movement  was  to 
Fair  Oaks,  and  he  participated  in  that  battle, 
May  31,  1862.  His  regiment  was  on  the  left 
fiank  of  McClellan's  army,  and  was  the  first 
regiment  brought  out  after  Cass's  division 
was  driven  back.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
in  this  engagement  was  fearful,  only  about 
one-half  reporting  for  duty  after  the  battle. 
He  was  in  the  seven  days'  tight  following,  in 
the  same  left  flank,  in  which  the  regiment 
suffered  terribly,  not  more  than  100  men  be- 
ing fit  for  duty  after  the  battle.  Subse- 
quently the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
Thirty-eighth  New  York.  Arriving  at  Harri- 
son's Landing,  Mr.  Polin  was  taken  sick  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  was  sent  to  the  field  hos- 
pital. Later  he  was  sent  to  Philadelphia, 
and  remained  there  al)Out  five  months,  at  one 
time  about  at  the  point  of  death.  He  was 
discharged  at  the  hospital  in  February,  1863, 
OP.  account  of  disability.  He  then  went  to 
Chicago,  and  was  employed  as  clerk  for  A. 
J.  Uawns  &  Co.,  Lake  street,  with  whom  he 
remained  till  1866.  He  then  came  to  Alma, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in  selling  ajiri- 
cultural  machinery  and  also  in  buying  grain. 
He  continued  this  business  till  1871,  when 
he  paid  a  visit  to  his  native  land,  Switzer- 
land, coming  back  in  December  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  then  in  Govern tnent  employ 
at  Rock  Island  about  two  mouths,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Alma  and  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  Tester  &  Polin,  general  merchants. 
This  l>usiness  he  has  since  continued,  enlarg- 
ing and  extending  it,  and   now  having  one  of 
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the  largest  Inisiness  Louses  in  this  section  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Polin  was  married,  December  15, 1872, 
at  Alma,  to  Magdelina,  widow  of  Peter  Palm, 
and  daughter  of  Claus  Liesch.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Eliza- 
beth, Rosa  Louise,  Oscar  M.,  Alga  and 
Magdalina. 

Mr.  Polin  is  a  meml»er  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  as- 
sociated with  Fimian  Post,  No.  52,  G.  A.  R. 
He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Alma, 
and  signed  the  first  set  of  ordinances,  June  1, 
1885,  adopted  by  the  city.  While  out  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  attending  the  National  En- 
campment of  the  Grand  Army  in  1886,  he 
made  an  investment  there,  purchasing  with 
Mr.  Tester  a  900-acre  tract  of  land  in  San 
Luis  Obispo  county,  California.  Mr.  Polin 
•  and  his  family  are  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Alma,  and  are  highly  esteemed  liy  all  who 
know  them. 


I^^EV.  O.  A.  MYHRE  is  the  pastor  of 
¥^  French  Creek  Norwegian  Lutheran 
^^\  Church,  of  Ettrick,  Trempealeau 
county.  The  present  church  building  was 
erected  in  1878,  the  pastor  at  that  time  be- 
ing Rev.  L.  Sherven,  who  remained  six  years, 
and  is  now  at  Rock  Prairie,  Rock  county. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  G.  A  Lumle,  now 
of  Nebraska,  who  came  in  1880  and  re- 
mained nine  and  a  half  years;  next  came 
Rev.  O.  A.  Myhre,  who  came  from  Norway 
May  1,  1890.  Previous  to  the  erection  of 
the  church  in  1878  services  were  held  at 
private  houses  and  in  the  barns  of  the  earlier 
settlers.  According  to  the  church  records 
Rev.  L  B.  Frick  was  the  first  ])astor  in  this 
vicinity,  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  ( ).  Wal- 
deland,  next   by  Rev.    S.   Svennungson,    four 


years  later  by  Rev.  Sherven,  uncler  whose 
auspices  the  building  was  erected.  The 
church  was  remodeled  in  the  fall  of  1890 
and  spring  of  1891,  and  dedicated  June  23 
of  the  latter  year  by  Right  Rev.  O.  luul, 
from  Ciiicajjo.  The  church  buildincr  is  a  fine 
and  commodious  one,  and  the  parish  con- 
tains about  110  families. 

Rev.  O.  A.  Myhre  was  born  in  Sandefjord, 
Norway,  in  1865.  He  was  educated  at  the 
University  of  Christiania,  where  he  was  a 
student  from  1883  to  1890,  receiving  his 
theological  education  at  this  institution.  He 
was  called  to  his  present  church  soon  after 
his  graduation.  His  parents  are  still  resi- 
dents of  Norway,  and  the  only  meni])er  be- 
sides himself  in  this  country  is  a  brother. 
Rev.  Myhre  has  much  labor  to  perform  lie- 
sides  that  which  pertains  to  the  French 
Creek  Church,  having  to  attend  ciiurehes  in 
Arcadia,  Preston  and  (xale,  Treinj)ealeau 
county,  and  in  Melrose,  Jackson  county. 

Rev.  Myhre  was  married  in  Christiania, 
April  9,  1890,  to  Nora  Sivertsen. 


|!^ENRY  TEEPLE,   who   resides  on   sec- 

'■^fW)'  ^'*-'"  ■'■^'  ^'^^^'"  '^^  Albion,  is  one  of  the 
'^i  early  settlers  of  this  town.  He  was 
born  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  February 
18,  1832.  son  of  John  auil  Rheuamy  (Crum) 
Teeple,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  Teejile 
family  was  formerly  from  New  Jersey,  but 
Leonard  Teeple  (our  subject's  grandfather), 
with  his  two  brothers,  early  settled  in  Ham- 
ilton county,  Ohio,  being  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  county,  and  there  he  lived  for  the 
lialance  of  his  life.  John  Teeple  finally  re- 
moved to  Shelby  county,  Indiana,  wiiere  he 
died  a  number  of  years  ago.  His  widow 
still  survives  at  Shelljyville,  Lidiana,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three   years.     Of  the 
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ten  cbildreii  born  to  them  seven  still  survive. 
Henry  Teeple  lived  at  hoine  until  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  At  the  ai;e  of  twenty- 
two  years  married  Miss  Mary  Catherine 
Rice,  and  in  1855  started  westward.  lie 
located  at  the  town  of  Vermont,  Dane  county, 
where  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he  improved, 
and  there  he  lived  until  1865,  when  he  came 
liere,  whither  his  father-in-law,  James  Rice, 
had  already  come.  James  Rice  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky.  He  settled  in  the  town  of 
Albion  in  1863,  but  later  moved  to  "Wadena 
county,  Minnesota,  where  several  of  his 
children  were  living,  and  there  he  has  since 
died.  His  widow  still  survives.  When  Mr. 
Teeple  settled  where  ho  now  resides,  a  quarter 
of  a  century  since,  but  little  improvement 
had  been  made,  all  being  wild  and  new,  and 
he  and  family  endured  all  the  suffering  and 
privation  incident  to  pioneer  life.  His  mar- 
ried life  has  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  John  f., 
tlie  eldest,  was  born  in  Dane  county  in  1857; 
Byron  B.  was  born  in  Trempealeau  county, 
February  12,  1866.  The  daughter,  Lillian 
M.,  is  the  wife  of  Wilber  Rhodes.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Teeple  was  in  early  life  a 
Democrat,  but  when  the  late  war  liroke  out 
he  su]iported  the  Government  in  a  loyal  man- 
ner, voting  for  Lincoln  in  1864,  and  has  ever 
since  Ijeen  a  Repulilican. 

§ANIEL  BIG  II  AM,  a  worthy  resi- 
dent of  Trempealeau  county,  is  a  son 
-^  of  James  Bigham,  who  was  burn  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parentage,  and 
reared  in  his  native  country.  He  there  mar- 
ried Catherine  McVoy  and  emigrated  to 
America  about  183S,  settling  in  Putnam 
county.  New  York.  In  1855  he  came  "West 
to  look  for  a  home,  and  was  accompanied  on 


this  trip  by  Peter  Case,  another  well-known 
early  settler  of  this  county.  Their  intention 
was  to  settle  in  Iowa,  but  they  changed  their 
minds  and  were  induced  to  locate  in  the  town 
of  Glencoe,  and  their  families  followed  soon 
after.  James  Bigham  lost  his  first  wife  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  but  later  re-married. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  the  town  of  Glen- 
coe for  a  number  of  years  and  then  removed 
to  section  21,  town  20,  range  10  west,  where 
he  resided  nutil  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1870.  He  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  except  one,  but 
several  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Daniel 
Bigham,  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  New 
York,  November  25,  1843,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  went  to  Buffalo  county,  Wis- 
consin, whither  his  father  had  already  moved. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  then  started  in  life  for  him- 
self, and  for  eight  years  was  employed  by  the 
lumber  firm  of  Hixon  &  Crosby,  of  La  Crosse, 
but  during  several  winters  of  this  period  he 
attended  school  at  houje,  and  for  two  winters 
of  the  time  was  in  the  service  of  the  firm  in 
the  pineries  of  Wisconsin.  Later  he  worked 
for  Andrew  Shepard  near  Black  River  Falls 
for  two  years,  and  in  fact  was  in  the  emjiloy- 
ment  of  several  different  parties  before  he 
settled  down  to  farming.  The  first  land  that 
he  owned  was  a  forty-acre  tract  on  section  1, 
which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  He 
liegan  the  improvement  of  his  land  in  1866, 
but  in  1867,  wishing  to  engage  in  business 
that  would  furnish  him  some  ready  money, 
he  leased  his  farm  and  going  to  La  Crosse 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  lumber  firm  of 
Hixon  &  Withee,  but  after  one  season  re- 
turned to  the  improvement  of  bis  land.  He 
has  since  added  to  his  first  possessions  until 
he  has  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres.  March  24, 
18(38,  witnessed    his   marriatje  to   Miss   Flor- 
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ence  Caldwell,  daiio;liter  of  Jatnes  Caldwell, 
who  emigrated  to  Fountain  City  from  Clin- 
tonville.  New  York,  in  1855,  and  died  in 
July  of  the  following  year.  The  mother  now 
lives  in  the  village  of  Arcadia.  Mrs.  Bigham 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  having 
been  eight  years  old  when  she  came  to  Wis- 
consin with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  liig- 
ham  have  three  children,  two  daughters  and 
a  son,  viz.:  Orrie  May,  who  was  born  March 
12,  1869;  Alice  Myrtle,  who  was  born  July 
21,  1871,  and  a  son  born  May  30,  1879. 
Mrs.  Eigham  was  one  of  eleven  children, 
several  of  whom  died  in  early  life  and  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  survivors  are 
Judson  Caldwell,  of  Buffalo  county;  Mrs. 
Ursula  Jane  Van  Valkenlnirg,  of  Barron 
county,  AVisconsin;  Mrs.  Bigliam,  who  is 
next  in  order  of  birth,  and  Mrs.  Ella  Moore. 
•Mr.  Bigham  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  his  town  and  a  progressive,  enterprising 
citizen.  He  was  Assessor  of  his  town  for 
seven  years,  and  has  since  served  as  chairman 
of  the  town  board.  Formerly  a  Republican, 
as  issues  changed  he  l)elieved  he  saw  his  duty 
elsewhere  and  lias  lately  atliliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  his  religious  views  he 
is  liberal  and  tolerant. 

tLMON  A.  JOHNSON,  a  pioneer  of 
Trempealeau  county,  resides  on  section 
82,  in  the  town  of  Trempealeau.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  March,  1856,  and  first 
settled  one  mile  east  of  the  village  of  Gales- 
ville,  on  what  is  known  as  the  William 
Andrews  farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  spring  of  1868,  when  he  settled  on 
his  present  farm.  He  was  born  in  Triiiriiuill 
county,  Ohio,  October  21,  1820,  the  son  of 
Ansoi!  Johnson.  His  father,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  pioneer  of 


Trumbull  county.  Anson  Johnson  married 
]\raria  Oviatt,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Oviatt, 
who  was  also  a  pioneer  of  that  county,  set- 
tling there  when  that  portion  of  Ohio  was 
tiie  extreme  Western  frontier  of  civilization. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of 
our  subject  were  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  Johnson  branch  of  the  family  being 
from  Cornell,  and  tlie  Oviatts  from  the  town 
of  Goshen.  Anson  Jolmson  and  wife  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
until  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  who 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  three  brothers  and 
a  sister  are  now  living,  namely:  Elmer  O., 
the  eldest  of  the  children,  resides  at  Hastings, 
Michigan;  Sallie,  the  widow  of  Henry  Hyde, 
resides  at  Sullivan,  Ashland  county,  Ohio; 
Almon  A.  is  the  next  in  onJer  of  birth; 
Homer  U.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  lives 
at  Orville,  Trumbull  county. 

Almon  A.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and 
was  married  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  to 
Elizabeth  C.  Robinson,  a  native  of  tjjat 
county,  born  July  21.  1825.  Her  parents 
were  Leonard  and  Catherine  (Farrer)  John- 
son, eai'ly  settlers  of  what  is  now  Summit 
county,  Init  then  a  part  of  IMedina  county, 
Ohio.  They  were  of  New  England  jiarent- 
age,  and  continued  to  live  in  Summit  county 
until  their  death.  After  their  marriage  !Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  resided  in  Lorain  county 
for  a  number  of  years,  removing  thence  to 
Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  and  locating  in 
the  town  of  Hampden,  twenty  miles  east  of 
Portage,  and  subsequently  came  to  Trempea- 
leau county.  They  have  had  ten  children, 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  three 
sons  and  a  daughter  are  now  deceased.  The 
surviving  children  are:  Leonard  A.,  Edward 
R.,  ILimer  E..  Franklin  S.,  Alary  I.  and 
Aureu  M.     Their  eldest  son,  Samuel  A.,  was 
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a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  being  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier, 
and  was  in  active  service  during  the  whole 
time  of  his  enlistment.  He  died  of  disease 
contracted  in  the  array,  March  7.  1872,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  twenty- six  years.  "William 
E.  died  July  6,  1888,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years;  Chauncey  N.  died  March  1, 
1884,  aged  twenty-one  years;  Emma  E.  died 
March  18,  1890,  at  the  age  of  nearly  twenty- 
three  years. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Johnson 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  his  father,  how- 
ever, was  a  Jackson  Democrat,  and  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  under  General  Harrison. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Johnson  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  so 
that  it  will  be  seen  that  his  family  have  been 
represented  in  the  three  great  wars  of  this 
country,  viz.:  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the 
war  of  1812  and  the  Civil  war  of  1861. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  Mr.  Johnson  has  affiliated  with  that 
great  national  body.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  are  numbered  among  theesteemed  and 
respected  residents  of  Trempealeau  county, 
where  they  have  lived  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty-six  years.  They  have  had  their  full 
share  of  affiiction  in  the  lo?s  of  four  of  their 
children  after  they  had  attained  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  They  have  a  pleasant 
home  and  posocss  the  comforts  of  life,  the 
result  of  their  own  industry,  and  are  well 
worthy  a  place  in  the  permanent  record  of 
the  old  settlers  of  Trempealeau  county. 


fOHN  WESLEY  DE  GROFF.— There 
are  few  men  in  the  State  that  have  had 
a  more  varied  or  inceresting  career,  or 
who  have  done  more  toward  the  intellectual 
advancement   of    the   section    of    country    in 


which  they  reside,  or  who  have  contributed 
more  toward  its  material  development  and 
political  progress,  than  the  man  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Ue  Groff,  late  Fostniaster  at  Alma, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Metz, 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  October  12, 1843, 
and  is  the  oldest  son  of  John  S.  and  Eliza 
(Barner)  De  Groff.  The  elder  De  Groff  was 
born  in  the  same  county.  May  17,  1817,  a 
descendant  of  German  ancestry.  His  father, 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day,  was  born  in  Germany.  His  wife,  Eliza, 
was  born  in  Ulster  county,  on  the  Hudson, 
in  1820.  He  has  all  his  life  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Eight  children  were 
given  to  them,  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  John  Wesley, 
Margaret,  now  Mrs.  James  W.  Warner; 
Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy;  Allen  II.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Misha  Mokwa,  and  Junior  Vice- 
Commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of 
Wisconsin;  Hattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  William  J.,  a  farmer  in  South 
Dakota;  Samuel  D.,  who  was  a  printer  by 
trade,  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  nineteen; 
and  Charles  F.,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
Agricultural  College  of  South  Dakota.  The 
parents  are  still  living,  in  Misha  Mokwa, 
Wisconsin.  The  father  left  New  York  in 
1844  for  the  West,  and  settled  in  Dodge 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  began  the  im- 
provement of  a  farm.  John  W.  followed 
with  his  mother  in  1845,  coming  around  the 
lakes  to  Milwaukee  and  then  on  to  the  new 
home.  He  remained  with  his  parents,  assist- 
ing in  farm  work,  and  attending  the  district 
schools  when  lie  could.  His  father  sufi'ered 
in  the  panic  of  1856,  and  was  obliged  to  sell 
his  farm.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo  county 
and  located  where  he  now  resides. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  tlie  subject  of  our 
sketch  left  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
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world,  and  went  to  Durand,  tliis  State,  to 
learn  the  cabinet  trade. 

He  worked  at  this  business  and  at  keel- 
boating  on  the  Chippewa  river  until  the 
spring  of  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Colonel 
Post's  regiment  of  United  States  Sharp- 
shooters. He  was  taken  to  Fort  Snelling, 
Minnesota,  where  he  was  rejected  by  the  ex- 
amining surgeon  of  the  army.  He  returned 
to  Durand  and  went  to  work  at  his  trade. 

August  4,  1802,  he  re-enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Twenty  tifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  service  at  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin; was  ordered  to  report  at  Fort  Snell- 
ing, where  the  command  was  used  in  guard- 
ing the  frontier.  In  Decemlier  they  were 
ordered  South,  arriving  at  Columbus,  Ken- 
tucky, in  January,  1863;  did  guard  duty  in 
Kentucky  until  the  campaign  of  Vicksburg, 
when  they  were  ordered  there  and  formed  the 
rear  line.  They  were  in  the  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps,  Second  Division  and  Second  Brigade. 
After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  they  were  doing 
guard  duty  in  Arkansas  and  Mississippi  until 
about  January  1, 1864,  when  they  were  ordered 
to  Ciiattanooga,  and  had  one  engagement  at 
Decatur,  Alabama;  were  still  in  the  Sixteenth 
Corps,  under  Dodge.  They  remained  in  lila- 
bama  until  the  opening  of  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, when  they  were  ordered  forward  to 
Chattanooga  by  way  of  Huntsville,  and  then 
joined  the  forces  under  Sherman  and  were  in 
the  engagement  at  Resaca.  May  14,  support- 
ing General  Logan.  They  defeated  the  enemy. 
He  with  his  regiment  participated  in  every 
engagement  up  to  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  On 
the  22d  of  July  the  regiment  lost  one-fourth 
of  its  command,  and  was  subsequently  tilled 
up  with  new  recruits  and  was  reorganized, 
becoming  a  part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fiist 
Division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
November  15, 1864,  the  command  started  on 
the  ever-memorable  march  to  the  sea.     They 


were  the  first  regiment  that  formed  in  line 
before  Savannah  after  crn^siiig  (  )geeehee 
canal,  and  were  in  that  attack  and  the  cap- 
ture of  Sa\annah.  January  3,  1^65,  they 
marched  through  Savannali  and  embarked  at 
Thunderbolt  bay  for  Beaufort,  South  Caro- 
lina. From  lieaufort  they  began  the  march 
through  the  Carolinas  on  January  13.  They 
captured  the  Pocataligo  railroad  on  the  way. 
February  2  they  met  the  enemy  on  the  Salke- 
hatchie  I'iver,  in  the  swamps.  Their  division 
was  the  first  to  i)reak  tlie  line  at  that  river, 
which  caused  the  evacuation  of  Charleston. 
They  participated  in  the  last  battle  of  Sher- 
man's army,  at  Bentonville,  North  Camlina, 
March  15.  From  Bentonville  they  moved  to 
Goldsborough  and  went  into  camp.  April 
10  they  again  moved  out  after  Joe  Johnston, 
reaching  Raleigh  on  the  14th  of  April;  were 
at  the  surrender  of  Johnston's  army,  April 
26.  May  1  they  started  on  their  homeward 
march,  passing  through  Richmond,  and  ar- 
riving in  Washington  May  24.  where  they 
participated  in  the  grand  review.  They  were 
mustered  out  June  7  and  ordered  home, 
reaching  the  State  capital  June  11,  where 
they  were  finally  discharged. 

After  the  war  Mr.  De  Groff  went  to  work 
at  his  trade  at  Menomonie.  In  the  winter  of 
1865-'66  he  taught  school,  and  the  follow- 
ing summer  he  spent  in  Winona,  IMinnesota. 
In  the  fall  he  returned  to  Buffalo  county  and 
was  nominated  for  County  Clerk  by  the  Re- 
l>ublican  party,  and  was  elected.  He  served 
as  County  Clerk  seven  years,  being  defeated 
for  re-election  in  1873.  In  1872  he  pur- 
chased the  Buffalo  County  Journal,  which 
he  conducted  till  September  1.  18'JO,  with 
marked  success.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  wliicli  office  he 
held  continuously  for  thirteen  years.  In 
1879  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assem- 
bly.    The  year  before  he  was  appointed  As- 
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sistant  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate.  In  1882 
he  was  appointed  Assistant  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  Assembly,  and  served  two  terms.  In 
1887  he  was  chosen  Senator,  representing  the 
counties  of  Buffalo  and  Trempealeau.  In 
the  first  session  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  judiciary;  the  last  session,  on  the  com- 
mittee on  insurance,  banks  and  banking,  and 
military  affairs,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  enrolled  bills.  December  20, 
1890,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Post- 
master of  Alma.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Alma, 
and  chairman  of  the  county  Board  of  Super- 
visors. After  the  organization  of  the  city  he 
was  elected  Mayor.  This  was  in  1887-'88- 
'89.  Recently  the  Colonel  has  disposed  of 
his  realty  in  Alma,  resigned  his  postofBce, 
and  removed  to  Marshtield,  Wood  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Marshtield  Times,  and  will 
make  Marshfield  his  future  home. 

June  7, 1867,  is  the  date  of  Mr.  De  Groff's 
marriage,  at  Augusta,  Wisconsin,  with  Fran- 
ces, daughter  of  Alfred  Xewman.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them, — Winifred, 
Fred  O.  and  Rob  Roy. 

Colonel  De  Groff  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  was  Worshipful  Master 
of  Alma  Lodge,  No.  184,  for  thirteen  years; 
Chancellor  Commander  of  Alma  Lodge,  No. 
48,  K.  of  P.,  five  years;  and  Adjutant  of 
Firaian  Post,  No.  196,  Department  of  Wis- 
consin, five  years.  He  was  on  the  staff  of 
General  Alger,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
G.  A.  R. ;  also  Aid-de-Camp  to  Department 
Commander  A.  G.  Weissert,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wisconsin.  In  1873  lie  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Washburn  Captain  of 
the  Alma  Rifles,  State  Militia. 

Colonel  De  Groff  is  truly  a  self-made  man, 
and  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  success  he 
has    attained.      His    genial    (iisposition     has 


drawn  around  him  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Indeed,  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of 
his  section  of  the  State.  Yet  in  the  prime 
of  manhood,  he  has  only  begun  his  career  of 
usefulness. 


f  SCOTT  HOTCHKISS,  of  Indepen- 
dence, was  born  in  Greene  county.  New 
®  York,  March  27,  1837,  a  son  of  Henry 
E.  Hotchkiss,  a  native  of  New  Durham,  New 
York.  His  grandfather,  Lemuel  Hotchkiss, 
belonged  to  an  early  family  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  A  number  of  years  after 
the  colonies  had  secured  their  independence, 
he  settled  in  New  Durham,  New  York,  a 
town  so  called  because  it  was  settled  by 
emigrants  from  Durham,  Connecticut.  The 
father  of  our  subject  married  Alice  Smith  at 
Caiio,  Greene  county,  where  he  passed  the 
most  of  his  life.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  a  cabi- 
netmaker by  trade,  but  also  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer.  He  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  three  sons  and 
a  daughter,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  eldest:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Francis  Walters,  of  Cairo,  New  York;  Henry 
E.,  a  farmer,  resides  near  Osseo,  Trempealeau 
county;  Addison  died  in  Texas,  of  typhoid 
fever. 

E.  Scott  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  received  a  good  English  educa- 
tion. In  1856,  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 
he  went  to  Richland  county,  Wisconsin;  in 
1857  he  rented  a  farm;  in  the  fall  of  1859 
came  to  Osseo  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
later  in  merchandising  and  milling;  and  in 
1876  he  went  to  California,  his  intention 
being  to  locate  there,  should  he  be  pleased 
with  the  country;  but  returned  the  same 
season  to  Wisconsin.      At  the  fall  election  of 
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that  year  he  was  elected  Slieriff  of  Trem- 
pealeau county,  and  January  1,  1877,  when 
he  entered  that  office,  the  county  seat  was  re- 
moved from  Galesville  to  xVrcadia.  After 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  as  Sheriff 
he  was  Under- Sheriff  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  continued  his  residence  in 
Arcadia.  In  the  meantime  he  had  purchased 
a  farm  near  Independence,  Buriiside  township, 
and  in  1883  he  took  up  his  residence  in  that 
village,  where  he  hought  and  conducted  a 
lumber-yard  five  years.  Since  that  time  he 
has  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  giving  considerable 
attention  to  the  rearing  of  Hambletonian 
horses  and  Shropshire  sheep.  He  has  a  line 
farm  of  280  acres,  which  lies  just  without 
the  village  of  Independence,  and  also  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  village  where  he  resides. 

In  1862  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  married,  at 
Osseo,  to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Field,  a  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Field,  who  was  born 
in  Greene  county.  New  York,  May  6,  1804, 
and  died  at  Osseo,  June  16,  1876.  His 
father,  Robert  Bates  Field,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  his  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Sally  Austin.  Mr.  Field  received  a  good 
education,  and  in  early  life  began  the  study 
of  law  and  with  a  view  of  making  it  his 
profession,  but  which  proved  distasteful  to 
him,  and  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
In  1849  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Rich- 
land county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1859  to  Osseo. 
In  1844  he  represented  Greene  county  in  the 
New  York  Legislature,  in  1857  represented 
Richland  county  in  the  Legislature  of  Wis- 
consin, was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in 
1874-'75,  and  for  a  time  was  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  early  lite,  but  later  a  Repub- 
lican. 

He  was  twice  married,  liis  tirst  wife  being 
Harriet  Graham,  and    he  was   married  to  his 


second  wife,  Mary  Stoddard,  April  1,  183S. 
Mr.  Field  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
all  by  the  second  marriage,  and  of  these  Mrs. 
Hotchkiss  is  the  eldest;  Stoddard  and  Francis 
E.  are  residents  of  Osseo;  Robert  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years;  Horace  A.  lives  in  Osseo; 
Hiram  II.  is  the  ne.Kt  in  order  of  l)irth;  May 
Elizabeth  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years.  Hon.  Robert  C.  Field  was  a  man  of 
ability,  was  well  known  throughout  the  State, 
and  was  prominent  in  political  and  business 
circles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  have  two 
children:  Mary  Alice,  wife  of  Dr.  Albert  A. 
Maurer,  of  La  Crosse;  and  Francis,  at  home. 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  city;  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  several  times,  and 
in  1890  was  elected  chairman  of  that  body. 
In  1885  he  was  Enrolling  Clerk  of  the  State 
Senate.  He  has  also  been  Sheriff  and  Under- 
Sheriff,  and  held  other  official  positions.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican. 


fllRISTIAN  L.  KASS  resides  on  sec- 
tion 26,  in  the  town  of  Pigeon,  where 
he  settled  in  1S66.  He  was  born  in 
1825,  in  Norway,  where  he  gi'ew  to  manhood. 
Is  a  carpenter  and  builder  by  trade,  to  which 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  his  native 
land.  In  1861  he  emigrated  w-ith  his  family 
to  America,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse  county, 
with  his  family,  where  they  lived  till  1866, 
when  they  removed  to  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Pigeon,  in  Trempealeau  couiity.  The  first 
land  he  obtained  here  was  the  forty  acres  on 
which  the  residence  stands;  and  this  he 
purchased  of  the  Government.  It  is  on  sec- 
tion 26.  The  remainder  of  the  farm,  which 
contains  160  acres,  is  on  section  27.  The 
eldest  of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kass, 
is    Louisa.      She   was    educated  at  tlie  public 
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schools  and  also  took  a  course  at  the  high 
school  at  Black  River  Falls,  and  at  Blair. 
She  began  teaching  in  1873,  in  Jackson 
county,  and  taught  many  terms  in  that  and 
Trempealeau  counties.  She  went  to  North 
Dakota  in  1888,  and  tor  three  years  was  a 
teacher  in  Cass  county,  and  is  still  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Dakota.  The  second  member 
of  the  family  is  Nels  C.  Kass,  who  was  born 
in  Norway  in  1858.  He  married  Maria 
Johnson  and  reside.s  at  the  homestead.  The 
remaining  members  of  the  family  are  Bertha, 
Minnie,  Carl  B.  and  Albert. 

fAMES  SAMSON,  of  section  23,  Gale 
township,  has  resided  in  Decora  Prairie 
since  the  spring  of  1855.  He  was  born 
in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  April  21,  1821,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Goode)  Samson.  The 
parents  never  came  to  America,  but  spent  all 
their  lives  in  their  native  country.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  grew  to  matui-e  years. 
Mr.  Samson  has  the  honor  of  being  descended 
from  Tarn  Samson,  the  sutiject  of  one  of 
Robert  Burns'  most  popular  poems,  the  title 
of  the  poem  being  "  Tam  Samson's  Elegy." 
Tarn  Samson's  history  says  he  was  a  worthy 
old  sportsman,  and  a  great  friend  of  the  poet, 
though  many  years  his  senior.  When  he 
went  out  hunting  on  a  certain  occasion,  and 
having  become  advanced  in  life,  he  expressed 
a  wish  to  die  and  be  Iniried  in  the  muirs 
On  tills  hint  P>urns  composed  his  elegy  and 
epitaph.  Tam  Samson  outlived  the  poet.  Tlie 
ej)itaph  that  accompanied  the  elegy  is  in- 
scribed on  his  gravestone  in  the  churchyard 
of  Kilmarnock,  which  is  as  follows; 

"  Tam  Samson's  well-worn  cluy  lies  here; 

Ye  canting  zealots,  spare  him  ; 
If  honest  worth  in  Heaven  rise. 
Ye'U  mend  or  ye  win  near  him." 


Six  brothers  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
are  still  living,  of  whom  lie  is  the  eldest. 
Robert,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  in  Scot- 
land, as  is  also  John  and  Thomas,  twins. 
The  two  youngest,  William  and  Charles,  re- 
side in  New  Zealand,  and  one  sister,  Janet, 
the  widow  of  Archibald  Wilson,  resides  in 
Kankakee  county,  Illinois.  James  Samson 
was  married,  in  Scotland,  in  1844,  to  Janet 
Vallance,  who  died  at  the  homestead  in  Gale 
township,  Trempealeau  county,  March  4, 
1869.  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Janet, 
Margaret,  Thomas,  Agnes,  James,  Mary, 
Alexander  and  Robert.  December  14,  1871, 
Mr.  Samson  was  married  to  Mrs.  Catherine 
Bennett,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Rifenburg,  a  native  of  New  York.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  a  child,  after  which 
her  mother  remarried,  and  when  she  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  Decora  Plains,  tliis 
county,  in  the  autumn  of  1855.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samson  have  two  sons:  George  and 
David.  Mrs.  Samson  has  a  daughter  by  her 
first  marriage,  Abigail,  now  the  wife  of 
Walter  Thomas.  Mr.  Samson  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Gale  township,  and  he 
and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  home  on  the 
beautiful   prairie. 


.VLTER  JACKSON  resides  on  sec- 
tion 36,  in  the  town  of  Glencoe, 
l.'^i'n  Buffalo  county,  where  he  settled  in 
the  spring  of  1862.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Newburgh,  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  in 
1880.  His  father,  Henry  Jackson,  died  in 
his  native  land,  at  the  age  of  ilfty-two  years, 
and  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  White,  died  three  years  before  the 
death  of  her  husband.     The  subject  of   this 
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sketch  was  one  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
were  living  in  1891,  and  all  residents  of  the 
Ignited  States.  Walter  Jackson  learned  the 
trade  of  hlacksniithing.  This  is  the  occupa- 
tion of  tlie  father,  and  all  of  the  sons  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  that  trade.  In  1854 
Walter  came  to  America  and  lived  in  Pen- 
saiikee,  near  Green  Bay,  for  nearly  nine  years, 
engaged  as  blacksmith  and  engineer  in  a 
sawmill.  He  came  here  from  that  place. 
lie  has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres,  which  is 
well  improved.  He  was  married,  in  1865,  to 
Ellen  Beveridge,  a  native  of  the  same  town  as 
himself.  Mrs.  Jackson  died  August  7,  1887, 
leaving  five  children,  three  boys  and  two  girls, 
viz.:  Robert,  Adamston,  Ellen,  AValter  H. 
and  Anna.  Mr.  Jackson  combines  farming 
with  blacksmithing.  He  is  an  excellent 
mechanic  as  well  as  a  good  farmer.  He  is  an 
industrious  and  respected  citizen,  and  is 
known  as  an  honest,  Jipright  man. 


fOllN  BIG  11  AM  was  born  in  Putnam 
county,  New  York,  August  27.  1839, 
having  been  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  emigrated  from  the  State  of 
New  York  to  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin  (see 
sketch  of  Daniel  Bigham).  John  Bigham 
has  spent  all  his  mature  years  in  Trempeau- 
leau  county.  September  21,  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  Third  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, and  served  loyally  and  well  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  xVfter  enlistment  he  went 
direct  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  thence  to 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  He  was  at  this 
time  on  detached  service  and  did  duty  at 
Chattanooga  for  a  considerable  time,  but 
finally  joined  the  army  of  General  Thomas,  at 
Nashville,  and  took  part  in  the  celebrated 
battle  of  that  place,  which  resulted  in  the 
complete  overthrow  of  the  rebel  army  under 


General  Hood.  Following  in  the  pui-suit  of 
Hood  into  Alabama,  our  subject  did  duty  for 
a  time  at  Huntsvillc,  in  that  State,  but  was 
finally  oi-dered  to  join  his  regiment  at 
Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  inarching  with 
Sherman's  army  to  Raleigh,  thence  to 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  taking 
part  in  the  grand  review  in  that  city. 
Like  so  many  otliers  of  our  heroes,  Mr. 
Bigham's  health  was  much  broken  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  he  has 
never  fully  recovered.  On  the  Oth  cf  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Grace  K.  Gardner,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Miranda  (Shelley)  Gardner,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  Allegany  county. 
New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island. 
They  early  removed  from  New  York  to 
Indiana,  thence  overland  with  teams  to  Ar- 
cadia, Wisconsin,  in  1857,  and  settled  on  a 
tract  of  Government  land.  In  1870  Mr. 
Gardner  removed  with  his  wife  to  Butler 
county,  Missouri,  but  about  a  year  later 
again  changed  their  residence,  going  to 
Phillips  county,  Kansas,  where  the  father 
died  on  the  27th  of  August,  1872.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband  until 
December  15,  1888,  at  which  time  she 
passed  away  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bigham,  with  whom  she  had  lived  since  the 
death  of  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gard- 
ner were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  elder  son, 
Milton  H.,  served  in  Company  C,  Thirtieth 
Wisconsin  regiment.  He  made  his  home  in 
Trempealeau  county  until  1869,  when  he 
went  to  Missouri,  which  was  the  inducement 
for  the  parents  also  to  go  to  that  State,  and  later 
to  Kansas.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Buchanan 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  now  lives.  Jlyron 
B.,  the  younger  son,  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  Second  regiment,  Wisconsin  Volun- 
unteer  Infantry,   in   the  late   war,   and   was 
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killed  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  19, 
1861.  The  eldest  of  the  family  is  Mrs. 
Helen  0.  Simpson,  of  Arcadia;  another 
daughter  is  Mrs.  Minerva  C.  Farlin  of  Ar- 
cadia; Mrs.  Bigham  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family  and  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Indi- 
ana, in  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bigham  have 
live  children,  tliree  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.:  Bertha  M.,  Minnie  H.,  Elmer,  Ellis  and 
Byrd.  Mr.  Bigham,  as  will  be  seen,  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  and  during  his 
long  residence  in  this  section  has  won  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 
He  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 


I^ICHOLAS  BACH. — No  name  is  more 
||w  familiar  to  the  people  of  Buffalo 
^C  county  than  that  of  Xick  Bach,  one  of 
the  largest  land-owners  in  the  county  and  the 
proprietor  of  that  famous  hostelry  of  the 
"Waumandee  valley,  the  "Waumandee  Hotel. 
Nicholas  Bach  was  born  in  Niederkirchen, 
Bavaria,  Germany,  November  1,  1842.  son 
of  Nicholas  and  Josephine  (Biehn)  Bach, 
natives  of  Bavaria,  the  former  born  in  1811 
and  the  latter  in  1816.  Grandfather  Bach 
was  named  William.  Of  the  ten  children 
Ijorn  to  Nicholas  and  Josephine  Bach,  nine 
are  living  in  the  United  States,  viz.:  William; 
Savilla,  now  Mrs.  Weber,  of  Dubuque;  Mag- 
gie, now  Mrs.  Minninger,  of  Chicago;  Nich- 
olas, the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Ellie,  now 
Mr.s.  Tritschler,  of  this  county;  Michael,  of 
Iowa;  Eva,  now  Mrs.  B.  Baumheffer  of 
Dubuque;  Anna,  wife  of  Frank  Muller,  of 
La  Marsh,  Iowa;  Lena,  now  Mrs.  A.  Heinz, 
of  Buffalo  county.  They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  the  spring  of  1857,  landino- 
at  Now  York  and  at  once  coming  West  to 
what  is  iKiw  known  as  East  Dubuque,  Illinois. 
The    father   at    first    n-ntctl    land    and    suljse- 


quently  purchased  forty  acres.  He  was  in- 
dustrious and  economical,  and  continued  to 
increase  his  acreage,  extending  it  into  Grant 
county,  Wisconsin,  until  he  had  one  of  the 
largest  farms  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
all  under  good  cultivation.  At  an  advanced 
age  he  retired  from  active  work,  and  subse- 
quently bought  a  home  near  his  favorite  son, 
Nick,  in  Waumandee,  where  he  expected  to 
spend  the  rest  of  his  days.  One  evening  he 
took  his  rod  and  line  and  went  over  to  the 
Waumandee  to  catch  a  few  trout.  While  out 
he  was  attacked  by  a  vicious  bull,  and  before 
he  could  be  rescued  his  arm,  shoulder-blade, 
and  several  ribs  were  broken,  besides  receiv- 
ing internal  injuries.  Medical  aid  was  sum- 
moned but  was  of  no  avail,  and  a  few  hours 
later  he  died.  This  occurred  December  14, 
1888,  when  he  was  eighty-three  years  of  age. 
His  widow  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter  Maggie,  at  Chicago. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at 
home,  attending  school  and  assisting  bis 
father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  sixteen.  At 
that  age  he  left  home  and  was  employed  by  a 
Scotch  farmer,  near  Fair  Play,  Wisconsin, 
with  whom  he  remained  over  three  years, 
and  where  he  had  a  pleasant  home.  For 
kindness  shown  him  then  he  still  holds  that 
family  in  grateful  remembrance.  Young 
Bach  left  his  kind  employer  and  pleasant 
home  in  order  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  Before  he  was  mustered  in,  how- 
ever, his  father  went  after  him  and  took  him 
home,  he  being  then  under  age.  Displeased, 
of  course,  at  not  being  allowed  to  enter  the 
service,  he  soon  afterward  went  to  St.  Paul, 
and  for  some  time  was  variously  employed 
at  different  places;  drove  carriage  for  a 
banker,  Mr.  Thompson,  at  St.  Paul,  several 
months;  was  employed  on  steamboats  for  a 
time;  as  a  teamster,  was  in  Government  em- 
ploy and  went  to  Fort   Thomjison    with    pro- 
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visions  aiid  cattle  for  tlie  soldiers,  returning 
seven  months  later  with  furs,  hides,  etc.; 
again  engaged  in  steaniboating,  afterward  in 
the  transfer  business  at  Dubuque,  and  then 
lor  two  years  was  on  a  packet  running  from 
St.  Paul  to  Dubuque.  We  next  find  him  in 
Glencoe,  engaged  in  farm  work.  lie  soon 
afterward  pre-empted  a  homestead  in  Wau- 
mandee  township,  which,  after  making  some 
improvements,  he  sold.  Coming  over  into 
the  Waumandee  valley,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  Casper  Sclimitz.  Mr.  Sc.hmitz 
owned  a  store  and  farm  near  the  site  of  the 
Waumandee  Hotel.  He  received  a  kick  from 
an  Indian  pony,  which  caused  his  death;  and 
Mr.  l^ach  was  appointed  administrator  of  his 
estate. 

August  1,  1879,  Mr.  Bach  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Sclimitz,  widow  of  his 
friend  Casper  Sclimitz.  By  her  former 
marriage  she  had  three  children:  John,  Rosa 
(wife  of  Joseph  Kuehnhackl,  of  La  Crosse) 
and  Emily. 

Mr.  Bach  is  a  man  of  tine  business  ability 
He  possesses  an  unusual  amount  of  energy, 
enterprise  and  good  judgment;  and  his  well- 
directed  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with  suc- 
cess. From  time  to  time  he  added  to  his 
landed  estate  until  his  farm  comprised  about 
700  acres  in  a  solid  body — one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  country.  He  raised  one  year  as 
high  as  7,000  bushels  of  grain.  The  elegant 
brick  house  and  many  of  the  other  buildings 
on  his  farm  were  erected  by  him. 

The  hotel  building  which  occupied  the  site 
of  his  present  one  was  burned  during  a  lease. 
He  then  erected  a  large  and  substantial  one 
of  brick,  and,  leasing  his  farm,  moved  to  the 
hotel  and  took  charge  of  it  himself.  Con- 
nected with  the  hotel  is  a  large  hall  which  is 
used  for  entertainments,  etc.  Mr.  Bach's 
courteous  manner  and  genial  nature  con- 
tribute   to    his     popularity     as     a    landlord. 


Guests  at  the  Waumandee  hotel  are  always 
sure  of  a  good  tal)le  and  prompt  and  kind 
attention. 

His  political  atHliations  are  with  tlie 
Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  of  Montana  township,  and  several 
times  has  been  lloadmaster  of  Waumandee. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Lodge, 
of  Fountain  City,  No.  13,  and  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Society,  of  La.  Crosse.  J5otli  lie  and 
his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 


fHARLES  EDGAR  PERKINS,  one  of 
the  well  known  pioneers  of  Trempealeau 
county,  came  to  this  State  in  June,  1856, 
at  which  time  he  located  in  Galesville.  He 
was  born  in  Hartland  township,  Windsor 
county,  Vermont,  July  22,  1821,  a  son  of 
Nathan  Perkins,  a  native  of  the  same  county. 
The  Perkins  family  settled  originally  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, being  early  settlers  of  Plymouth 
township,  Plymouth  county,  and  were  of 
English  ancestry.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Nathan  Perkins,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  where  he 
settled  in  1790.  Our  subject's  father  was 
born  April  8,  1793,  and  was  married  to  Mary 
Marcy,  a  daughter  of  William  Marcy,  of  Pu- 
ritan ancestry.  The  parents  continued  to 
live  in  Vermont  until  their  death,  the  father 
dying  at  St.  Albans  April  6,  1865,  and  was 
buried  at  Morrisville  on  his  seventy-second 
birthday,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  same  place 
November  6,  1877,  and  was  buried  by  the 
side  of  her  husband.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  five  of  whom,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  grew  to  mature  years.  Charles 
K.  Perkins  was  tiie  eldest  o\'  the  family;  the 
eldest  sister,   Mary   Melvina,  is  the  widow  of 
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Dr.  Almon  Tinker,  of  Morrisville,  Yermont; 
Sarah  Jane  was  twice  married,  her  tii-st  hus- 
band being  Marvin  Farnaiii,  bj  whom  slie 
liad  two  children:  Henry  M.,  an  attorney  at 
Minneapolis,  and  Fhjrence,  also  of  Minne- 
apolis. Sarah  Jane's  second  husband  was  G. 
D.  Williams;  she  died  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Laura  Ann.  the  second  sister,  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  liathan  Henry  Perkins  was 
born  in  May,  1831,  and  in  1852  went  to  Aus- 
tralia, and  several  years  later  was  known  to 
be  in  Oregon,  but  has  not  been  heard  of  since 
1876.  George  Edwin  Perkins  was  born  in 
1836,  and  is  now  a  merciiant  in  Butte  City, 
Montana. 

Charles  E.  Perkins,  our  subject,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Morrisville,  Vermont,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  woolen  manufacturing 
with  Nathan  Perkins,  his  father,  also  receiv- 
ing a  good  English  education,  and  studied 
law  with  Judge  Luke  P.  Poland.  In  1848 
he  went  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  for  two  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Vermont,  lu  1856  he  located  at 
Galesville,  Trempealeau  county,  where  he 
worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  until 
1858,  and  in  that  year  was  elected  Registrar 
of  Deeds  of  this  county,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity two  years.  In  1860  he  was  defeated 
on  the  People's  ticket  for  County  Clerk,  and 
in  1862  was  again  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds, 
without  an  opposing  vote,  and  re-elected  in 
1864.  From  1866  to  187L  Mr.  Perkins  was 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business;  in  the  fall 
of  1870  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Court 
without  opposition,  and  held  that  office  until 
in  January,  1875.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he 
was  elected  County  Judge,  assuming  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  in  January  following,  and 
held  both  the  offices  of  County  Judge  and 
Clerk  of  the  Courts  during  1874.  He  held 
the  office  of  County  Judge  until  ■January  1, 
1881,  having    been    elected    County  Clei-k  in 


the  fall  of  1880,  and  i-esigneu  the  former 
office.  During  his  term  as  Clei-k  Mr.  Perkins 
made  a  complete  abstract  of  Trempealeau 
county.  In  1877,  he  removeJ  to  Arcadia, 
which  had  then  become  the  County  seat,  and 
continued  to  make  this  his  home  after  the 
county  seat  was  removed  to  Whitehall,  though 
he  continued  a  county  officer  several  years 
after  the  removal,  l-^robably  no  man  has 
been  so  many  years  a  county  officer  as  Mr. 
Perkins,  his  entire  career  in  that  capacity 
covering  a  period  of  at  least  twenty  years. 
He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  Town  Clerk 
five  years,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number 
of  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
fall  of  1882. 

April  2,  1848,  Mr.  Perkins  was  married  at 
Johnson,  Vermont,  to  Mary  B.  Stearns,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mehitable  (Hall) 
Stearns.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Laura  Ann,  born  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  in 
1849,  married  Hiram  R.  Gale,  August  10, 
1871,  and  died  August  23, 1879,  at  Will  mar, 
Minnesota;  George  Henry,  a  real-estate  dealer 
of  Minneapolis,  was  born  at  Morrisville, 
Vermont,  in  1851,  married  Sarah  Eliza 
Merrill  in  January,  1874,  who  died  in 
Georgetown,  Texas,  in  1879,  and  in  1881 
he  married  Hattie  Spicei-;  Isabel  L.,  born  in 
Morrisville,  Vermont,  August  25,  1853, 
married  Seth  A.  Walker,  of  Neillsville,  Wis- 
consin; Harriet  Maria,  born  at  Galesville, 
September  2,  1858,  married  OleB.  Canutson, 
of  Arcadia;  Merton  Nathan,  a  printer  by 
trade,  was  born  at  Galesville,  July  7,  1867. 
Mr.  Perkins  is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens 
of  Trempealeau  county,  where  he  has  lived 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years,  and 
has  witnessed  and  been  identified  with  the 
growth  of  the  country  from  a  state  of  wilder- 
ness to  its  present  condition  of  advancement 
and  pros|ierity.      In   his    |)olitical    affiliations 
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lie  was  foriTierlj  a  Whig,  casting  his  first 
picsidential  vote  tor  Henry  Clay  in  1844, 
and  has  been  identified  with  tlie  Repul)lican 
party  since  its  organization. 

I^EV.  FATHER  AUGUST  A.  BIKSNER 
^^  is  the  present  pastor  of  St.  Bridget's 
^^  Church  at  Ettrick.  The  following  in- 
formation was  gleaned  from  the  church 
books,  in  which  the  baptisms,  marriages  and 
deaths  were  recorded  by  the  respective  pas- 
tors during  the  time  they  presided  over  the 
congregation.  Tiie  first  resident  pastor  of 
the  Catholic  Church  at  this  place  was  Father 
C.  A.  Gerst,  who  came  in  1869  and  remained 
but  about  one  year  and  is  now  deceased. 
Father  Gerst  had  no  immediate  successor,  the 
church  being  attended  for  a  time  by  a  visit- 
ing priest.  Rev.  Henry  Kampschroer,  who  is 
now  sta'tioned  at  Watertown,  Wisconsin. 
The  second  resident  priest  was  Rev.  Martin 
Connolly,  who  remained  from  January,  1871, 
until  October,  1872,  after  which  he  went  to 
California,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James 
Tuohy,  who  appears  to  have  remained  but 
about  six  months.  In  the  meantime  the 
place  was  again  occasionally  visited  by  Father 
Kampschroer,  until  finally  Rev.  Tuohy  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Gunkel.  After 
him  came  Rev.  N.  Flannang,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  ne.xt  resident  pastor  was  Rev. 
W.  White,  by  whom  the  chui-ch  building  was 
rebuilt,  and  who  is  now  at  La  Crosse,  Wis- 
consin. After  Father  White  came  Rev.  P. 
A.  de  Paradis,  who  stayed  a  little  over  a 
month.  The  ne,\t  pastor  was  Rev.  J.  B.  U. 
Coiiroy,  now  deceased;  next  came,  after  an 
interval  of  several  months.  Rev.  I.  Harrier, 
who  later  returned  to  his  native  Germany. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Burns,  who 
remained   with  his  people  for  the  significant 


term  of  five  years,  and  is  now  stationed  at 
Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin.  After  a  considerable 
space  of  time  had  elapsed  he  was  followed  by 
the  present  pastor.  Rev.  August  A.  Birsner, 
who  came  in  August,  1890.  Father  Birs- 
ner's  congregation  numbers  about  fifty  fami- 
lies, and  the  church  building  is  ample  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  assembly,  and  the 
priest's  residence  is  a  comfortable  and  pleas- 
ant one.  The  church  ground — at  least  a 
portion  of  the  same — was  donated  by  Mr. 
Elwood,  a  worthy  and  esteemed  gentleman. 
Father  Birsner,  the  worthy  pastor  of  this 
church,  is  still  a  youuir  man,  having  been 
born  in  Southern  Germany,  but  was  brought 
to  this  country  when  an  infant,  and  is  essen- 
tially an  American  as  far  as  the  spirit  per- 
vading the  country  is  concerned.  On  coming 
to  this  country  the  parents  of  P'ather  Birs- 
ner settled  in  La  Crosse,  which  is  still  the 
home  of  the  family.  Our  subject  attended 
the  then  flourishing  Sacred  Heart  College  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  completing  his  education 
at  St.  Francis  Seminary,  near  Milwaukee. 
He  was  ordained  in  June,  1889,  after  which 
he  was  for  a  time  pastor  at  Seneca,  Crawford 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  later  and  immedi- 
ately preceding  his  coming  to  Ettrick,  was 
assistant  priest  at  Marshfield,  Wood  county, 
Wisconsin. 


fOLLlNS  BISHOP  of  Arcadia,  a  pioneer 
of  Western  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Nelson,  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
January  9,  1822.  His  father  was  Ebenezer 
Bishop,  of  Coi'nwall,  Litchfield  county,  Con- 
necticut. The  latter  belonged  to  an  early 
Connecticut  family.  He  married  Anner  B. 
Norton.  Soon  after  marriage  he  removed  to 
Nelson,  Portatje  countv,  <  )liio,  and  tJiere 
died,  about  1834.     Collins  P)isliop  is  one  of  a 
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family  of  seven  children,  which  comprised 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years  and  all  but  two  of 
whom  were  at  one  time  residents  of  Trempea- 
leau valley.  In  1854  Collins  Bishop,  James 
Broughton,  George  Shelley,  George  Dewey 
and  Noah  D.  Comstock  made  settlements  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Arcadia,  and  were 
the  first  five  settlers  in  this  town.  Mr. 
Bishop,  however,  sojourned  for  a  time  across 
the  line  in  Buffalo  county,  but  made  his  loca- 
tion in  Arcadia  with  tiie  other  pioneers  men- 
tioned. He  is  the  only  one  of  these  five 
early  settlers  now  residing  in  the  town. 
Messrs.  Broughton  and  Comstock  are  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Dewey  resides  in  North  Dakota 
and  Mr.  Shelley  in  Kingston,  Missouri.  The 
intention  of  these  five  pioneers,  when  they 
made  their  locations,  was  to  erect  a  gristmill 
on  the  Trempealeau  river,  and  they  purchased 
the  mill  site  where  Masuere  &  Co.  later  built 
a  mill,  these  settlers  donating  the  site  and 
five  acres  of  ground  on  the  condition  that  a 
mill  be  thereon  erected. 

Mr.  Bishop  has  resided  where  he  now  lives 
for  about  thirty-five  years.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Thirtieth  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  but 
owing  to  disability  was  transferred  soon  after 
his  enlistment  to  Company  A,  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps.  He  is  oTie  of  the  well-known 
pioneers  of  Arcadia,  where  he  has  lived  so 
long. 

fACOB  J.  BLUE  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Ettrick  Woolen  Mills,  in  the  village  of 
Ettrick,  which  he  owns  and  operates. 
This  is  a  very  iin]>ortatit  manufacturing 
industry,  and  the  only  woolen  mill  in  Trem- 
pealeau county.  The  principal  articles  manu- 
factured  at  these  mills  are  fiannels,  blankets 


and  yarns,  and  Mr.  Blue  also  does  custom 
carding.  The  principal  machinery  consists 
of  one  set  of  cards  and  one  double  roll  card, 
one  jack  of  180  spindles,  one  broad  and  two 
narrow  looms,  and  thus  far  Mr.  Blue  has 
manufactured  about  5,000  pounds  of  yarn 
and  about  2,500  yards  of  flannel  per  annum. 
The  business  is  a  growing  and  prosperous 
one,  and  Mr.  Blue  is  increasing  the  capacity 
of  his  mills  to  correspond  with  the  demands 
of  his  business. 

He  was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio, 
in  1844,  a  sou  of  .John  Blue,  a  native  of  Benn- 
sylvania  and  a  millwright  by  trade.  He  died 
when  our  subject  was  but  three  years  old,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years  Jacob  began  learn- 
ing the  business  of  woolen  manufacture  under 
the  instruction  of  his  brother-in-law,  John 
Mickle,  and  this  has  been  his  principal  busi- 
ness through  life.  He  served  the  last  year  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  actively 
engaged  with  his  regiment  in  the  front  of  the 
conflict,  participating  in  the  siege  of  Peters- 
burg under  General  Butler.  At  the  close  of 
his  army  service  Mr.  Blue  returned  to  Ohio 
and  worked  in  a  woolen  mill  at  Kenton,  in 
that  State,  where  he  had  been  employed  be- 
fore going  to  the  army.  Here  lie  remained, 
however,  but  a  short  time,  when  he  went  to 
Lincoln,  Logan  county,  Illinois,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  for  one  season.  His  health  then 
failed  to  some  extent,  and  he  was  engaged  in 
other  occupations  for  a  time.  In  1867  the 
party  for  whom  he  worked  in  Lincoln  re- 
moved to  La  Crescent,  Minnesota,  and  Mr. 
Blue  was  induced  to  again  enter  the  service 
of  his  old  employer,  and  he  accordingly  went 
to  that  city,  where  for  many  years,  or  in  fact 
until  he  came  to  Ettrick,  he  was  a  employe  of 
the  'I'oledo  Woolen  Mills  Company,  of  La 
Crescent.     But   dui'ing    the    greater  part  of 
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twelve  years  of  tins  time  lie  worked  as  travel- 
ing salesman  for  this  company. 

In  1870,  in  La  Crosse,  Mr.  Blue  married 
Miss  Dora  B.  Ketchum,  and  they  have  six 
children,  three  boys  and  three  girls.  The 
two  eldest  sons,  Harry  J.  and  Francis  A.,  are 
assisting  their  father  in  his  manufacturing 
business.  The  other  children  are  Inez,  Guy, 
Annettie  and  Amy.  They  lost  two  children 
by  death:  Effie,  the  eldest  child,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year;  and  Herbert,  the  second,  at 
the  age  of  nine  years.  To  Mr.  Blue  is  due 
much  credit  for  establisliing  a  fine  manufac- 
turing business  in  Ettrick,  and  his  long  e.\- 
perience  in  woolen  manufacturing  has  given 
him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business. 
As  a  citizen  he  is  esteemed  for  iiis  integrity 
and  public  spirit. 


lERISTIAX  F.  RIxXGLEE,  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Ettrick,  is  associated   with  Iver 

^  Federson  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  was  born  in  Norway  in  1853,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  His  parents  also  came  to  America  in 
1882,  but,  being  somewhat  advanced  in  life, 
it  was  more  difficult  for  them  to  become 
accustomed  to  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
New  World;  so  after  living  here  a  few  days 
they  decided  to  go  back  to  their  native  land. 
returning  to  Norway  in  1888.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  ciiildren  who  grew  to 
mature  years,  two  of  •whom  are  now  deceased) 
and  only  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  two 
sisters  are  now  living.  One  of  the  latter 
lives  in  Ettrick  with  her  l)rother,  and  the 
other  is  still  in  Norway.  The  parents  are 
now  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  lS2i,  and  the  mother  in 
1817. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  America 


in  1871,  coming  directly  to  Ettrick,  where  he 
was  engaged  as  a  laborer  for  about  two  years. 
He  went  to  La  Crosse  in  1873,  and  pursued 
a  business  course  in  that  city.  He  then 
engaged  as  clerk  for  his  present  partner,  Mr. 
Federson,  with  whom  he  continued  as  clerk 
and  book-keeper  until  1886,  when  he  became 
associated  with  him  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. This  trade  is  an  extensive  one,  they 
having  one  of  the  most  extensive  mercantile 
establishments  in  the  county.  Mr.  llinglee 
is  also  secretary  of  the  Ettrick  Creamery 
Association. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Martha 
Nelson,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents  in  1801.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  llinglee  have  four  ciiildren,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Clara  W.,  Florence 
A.,  Albert  W.  and  Emil  F.  Mr.  Ringlee  is 
an  intelligent  and  courteous  gentleman,  and 
and  an  accurate  and  successful  business  man. 
To  his  integrity  and  business  ability  is  due  in 
no  small  degree  the  success  to  which  the 
merchandise  firm  of  Federson  &  llinglee  has 
attained.  Folitically  Mr.  Ringlee  is  a  Repub- 
lican, socially  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  is  a  most  worthy  and  enterprising 
citizen. 


/^[DMUND  GIEBEL  is  the  popular  gen- 
Vr^L   eral  merchant,  lumber  and  grain  dealer 


•^^  at  Nelson,  Buffalo  county.  He  was 
born  at  Fulda,  Frussia,  April  5,  1S34,  and 
there  his  boyhood  was  passed.  He  received 
a  good  education  in  his  native  land,  and  his 
father  being  the  owner  of  a  large  book-store 
he  became  familiar  with  that  business.  His 
parents  never  came  to  this  country  but  con- 
tinued to  live  in  their  native  Frussia  until 
their  de(■ea^c.  In  1852,  when  but  eigliteeu 
years  of  age,  Mr.  (iiebel   came  to  the  United 
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States.  Landing  in  New  York  he  entered 
into  an  engagement  at  once  with  the  well- 
known  publishing  iiouse  of  Appleton  &  Co., 
and  by  his  skill  in  the  art  of  l>ook-binding 
soon  stood  at  the  liead  of  the  employes  of 
that  house.  He  remained  in  New  York  city 
about  two  and  onedialf  years  and  then  went 
to  Chicago  to  work  in  the  book-biiidery  of 
Biirleio-h  &  Co.,  where  he  remained  for  tliree 
years  and  a  half.  He  came  on  one  or  two 
hunting  excursions  to  Buffalo  county,  the 
first  of  which  was  in  1855,  spending  about 
three  weeks  in  this  vicinity  and  thus  obtained 
some  knowledge  of  the  country.  Believing 
it  a  good  place  for  permanent  settlement,  he 
came  to  West  Wisconsin  in  1856  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  at  Belvidere. 
He  next  went  to  Buffalo  City  and  bought 
wheat  for  one  year  for  John  Robinson,  of 
Winona,  one  of  tiie  early  grain  buyers  of 
this  part  of  Wisconsin.  From  Buffalo  City 
he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  book-binding  for  about  three  years. 
He  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1861  in  Com- 
pany K,  Third  Missouri  Regiment,  and  served 
about  five  months,  although  his  term  of 
enlistment  was  but  for  three  months.  The 
seasons  of  1862-'63  found  him  again  buying 
wheat  in  Wisconsin,  this  ti  me  at  Wabasha.  In 
a  hunting  expedition  witli  his  employer,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Robinson,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
along  Beef  Slough,  it  occurred  to  him  that 
it  would  he  a  good  place  for  business,  and 
with  Mr.  Robinson  he  engaged  in  the  general 
merchandising,  grain  and  lumber  business. 
This  partnership  continued  about  one  and  a 
lialf  years,  when  Mr.  Gieliel  purchased  tlie 
interest  of  his  partner  and  continued  the 
husiness  alone  until  the  buihling  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Northern  Railroad,  and 
the  location  of  a  statioti  at  Nelson,  when  lie 
decided  to  remove  his  business  to  tliat  point, 


where  he  has  since  carried  on  a  large  general 
merchandise  business  and  lumber  trade. 

Mr.  Giebel  was  married  in  Chicago,  in  1856, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Eckstein,  a  native  of  the 
same  place  as  her  husband,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  nine  children,  but  five  of 
whom,  one  son  and  four  daughters  are  living. 
The  son,  who  hears  the  same  name  as  his 
father,  is  located  in  business  at  Boone,  Iowa. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Giebel  was  a 
Republican  from  the  time  he  became  a  voter 
until  1882,  but  as  new  issues  arose  he  be- 
lieved he  saw  his  duty  elsewhere  and  now 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 
not  a  partisan  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word 
and  believes  in  supporting  principles  not  men. 
For  a  period  of  twenty  years,  from  1861  to 
1884,  Mr.  Giebel  held  the  position  of  Post- 
master at  Nelson.  He  is  a  mau  of  much 
intelligence  and  excellent  business  capacity, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Buffalo  county. 


|M;;miCHAEL  G.  WARNER  resides  on 
|mMt  section  33,  in  the  town  of  Hale,  where 
^^c^^  he  settled  in  1866.  He  is  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  town,  as  not  more 
than  a  half  dozen  families  were  residing 
within  its  limits  when  he  made  his  settlement. 
From  records  in  tlie  posses.sion  of  Mr.  War- 
ner it  is  shown  that  at  the  fall  election  in 
1864,  the  year  the  town  was  organized,  but 
seven  votes  were  cast,  two  of  which  were  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  five  for  General  Mc- 
Clellan.  The  political  ciiaracter  of  the  town, 
however,  had  much  changed  in  1880,  when 
Garfield  received  140  votes  for  President, 
and  General  Hancock  but  five.  Again  a 
ciiange  had  occurred  in  1884,  when  James  G. 
Blaine  received  ninety-nine  votes  and  Mr. 
Cleveland  140.      At  the  Presidential  election 
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of  1888,  Mr.  Cleveland  received  1B2  votes 
and  Mr.  Harrison  148.  In  18'JO  the  State 
ticket  gave  Governor  Peck  121  votes  and  Mr. 
Hoard  sixty-eight. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  county  Cork,  Ire- 
land, Febrnary  15,  1843.  His  father  was 
William  J.  Warner.  The  first  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America,  was  Robert  Warner,  a 
brother  of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
enlisted  in  tiie  United  States  regular  army,  ' 
served  several  years,  and  is  now  a  resklent  of 
this  town.  Sometime  later  the  father  and 
his  son  William  came.  The  latter  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  army  in  the  same  com- 
pany witli  his  brother,  and  died  in  hospital 
on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  while  en  route  to 
California  with  his  regiment.  Later,  the 
father  died  in  Illinois;  and  still  later  the 
mother  and  remainder  of  the  family  emi- 
grated to  this  country,  whicii  included  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  All  of  the  brothers 
served  in  the  United  States  army.  The 
youngest  brother,  Thomas,  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  and  died  in  hospital  at  St. 
Louis,  in  January,  1864.  The  sisters  are  all 
residents  of  the  town  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Michael  Warner  came  to  America  witli 
his  mother  in  1856,  going  to  Adams  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  settling  near  Friendship.  He 
enlisted  at  that  place,  August  15,  1862,  in 
Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  discharged  on  Sur- 
geon's certificate  for  disability,  August  30, 
1863.  Returning  to  Adamscounty,  he  worked 
as  his  health  would  permit,  being  engaged 
for  considerable  timeiti  hauling  supplies  from 
Necedah  to  a  logging  camp  on  the  west  branch 
of  the  Yellow  river. 

In  1866,  as  already  stated,  he  settled, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  pi-om- 
inently  identified  with  his  town  and  county, 
having  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  \ari- 
ous  official   positions.       Served    as   chairman 


of  his  town  for  a  number  of  years,  also  as 
Town  Clerk,  and  held  other  local  offices. 
Was  elected  to  the  Asseml)ly  branch  of  the 
Legislature  in  1890.  lie  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Lincoln  in  1864,  and  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party  for  many  years,  but  is  now 
a  Democrat. 

He  married  in  November,  1868,  Sarah 
Risk,  who  was  born  in  Dane  county,  but  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Adams  county. 
They  have  four  boys:  Thomas,  William, 
David  and  (-reorofe. 


tAURITZ  SOLSUUD  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  at  Whitehall  September 
7,  1881,  under  the  firm  name  of  Solsrud 
&  Mnrehard,  his  partner  having  been  John 
A.  Murchard.  This  association  continued 
over  four  years,  when  Mr.  Solsrud  bought 
his  partner's  interest  in  the  business  and 
continued  alone  for  about  two  months,  after 
which  he  became  associated  with  Even  Ekern, 
and  this  partnership  continued  until  January 
28,  1889,  when  he  again  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  made 
a  visit  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  after  visiting 
various  parts  of  the  State  of  Washington  and 
along  the  coast  of  British  America,  he  made 
a  purchase  of  some  projierty  in  the  city  of 
New  Whatcom,  a  thriving  and  |irosperous 
town  on  the  coast  of  Washington.  He  was 
well  pleased  with  the  country,  had  a  delight- 
ful trip,  and  his  health  was  much  benefited 
by  his  journey.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
fact  that  his  interests  were  still  in  Trempea- 
leau county,  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  a 
settlement  in  the  far  Northwest,  and  after 
returning  to  Whitehall  again  engaged  in 
business  in  July,  ISSJd.  undei'  the  firm  name 
ot'  L.  L.  Solsrud  cV  l!ro.  This  ]iartnership 
cfintinned    until   Januarv  10,  1891,  when  the 
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brother  sold  liis  interest  to  Walter  Kidder, 
the  tirm  name  then  being  Solsrud  &  Kidder. 
Our  subject  was  bom  in  Norway,  October 
26,  1844,  and  lived  in  hi*  native  country 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  America.  His  father  died  in  Norway  in 
1863.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
his  sons  were  also  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. There  were  eleven  children  in  the 
family,  but  only  six  are  now  living,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica, but  since  then  two  brothers  and  a  sister 
have  followed  him  to  the  New  World,  and 
also  a  son  of  his  brother  John.  His  name  is 
Ludwij^  Bolsrud,  and  he  is  now  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  uncle  as  clerk.  The  two  brothers 
who  came  to  this  country  are  Ole  L.,  who 
lives  in  Fillmore  county,  Minnesota,  and 
Hans,  who  resides  at  Whitehall;  a  sister 
lives  near  her  brother  in  Minnesota,  and  a 
brother  and  sister  still  continue  to  live  in 
Norway.  The  mother  came  to  America  with 
her  son  Ole,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Minne- 
sota, in  March,  1886,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

It  was  in  the  yeai-  1S66  that  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  America.  He  came 
directly  to  Wisconsin  and  to  Coon  Prairie, 
Vernon  county,  but  soon  afterwards  to  Black 
River  Falls,  and  for  eleven  years  was  engaged 
in  logging  and  lumbering.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the 
town  of  Northfield,  Jackson  county,  under 
tlie  firm  name  of  L.  L.  Solsrud  &  Co.  This 
partnership  continued  two  years,  when  Mr. 
Solsrud  removed  to  Hi.xton,  same  county,  and 
engaged  in  business  with  J.  R.  Longsburg, 
and  two  years  later  sold  his  interest  and  re- 
iDOved  to  Whitehall.  In  August,  1876,  Mr. 
Solsrud  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Black 
River  Falls,  to  Miss  Caroline  S.  Gollard,  a 
native  of  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin.     Janu- 


ary 4,  1887,  Mr.  Solsrud  was  bereft  of  his 
wife  by  death,  and  this  was  the  greatest 
affliction  of  his  life;  and  a  child,  born  the  day 
of  its  mother's  death,  also  died  the  next  day. 
Thus  has  Mr.  Solsrud  had  his  full  measure  of 
troul)le.  He  is  the  father  of  four  living  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Louisa, 
Emma,  Olga  and  Hilman.  The  son  that  died 
after  its  mother's  death  was  given  the  name 
of  Sophus.  Mr.  Solsrud  is  a  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizen,  and  bears  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


I^DWIN  F.  GANZ,  of  Alma,  Wisconsin, 
Wk  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Btiffalo 
«^  County  Journal,  was  born  June  13, 
1859,  at  Waumandee,  Buffalo  county,  Wis- 
consin. His  parents,  John  Casper  and  Louisa 
(Kuederli)  Ganz,  were  born  in  Switzerland, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1857,  and 
settled  at  the  above  named  place.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  purchased 
land  in  section  2,  range  11,  township  21,  and 
at  once  began  its  improvement.  He  was 
among  the  first  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
township,  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  4,  1875.  His  widow 
still  survives.  There  were  in'  this  family 
eleven  cliildren,  as  follows:  Arnold  R.,  who 
died  at  Foi-t  Scott,  Kansas,  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  army;  he  served  in  the  Forty- 
eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry;  Anna,  now  Mrs. 
Joel  Doenier;  Paulina,  wife  of  JohnFarner; 
Alfred,  Louisa,  now  Mrs.  John  Schmitz,  of 
Fountain  City;  Edwin  F.,  Alwina,  now  Mrs. 
Conrad  Farner;  J.  Casper,  Lydia,  Arnoldina 
and  Adolph. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  spent  on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father 
in  farm  work  and  attending  the  public  schools. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  went  to  the 
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State  Normal  School  at  Platteville.  He  sub- 
sequently engaged  in  teaching  school  in  this 
county,  and  taught  four  years  in  his  home 
district  and  ten  years  in  the  town  of  Alma. 
As  an  instructor  he  was  successful  and  popu- 
lar. He  purchased  the  Journal  September 
1,  1890,  and  has  continued  to  conduct  it 
since  that  time.  This  paper  was  established 
in  1861,  by  Brackett  &  Rockwell,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  publications  of  the  county. 
It  is  an  eight-column  folio,  is  issued  on 
Thursday  of  each  week,  is  Republican  in 
politics,  and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
county  and  particularly  the  city  of  Alma. 
Mr.  Ganz  also  does  a  jobbing  business,  doing 
all  kinds  of  work,  both  in  English  and  Ger- 
man, and  in  this  department  has  a  good 
patronage  and  a  reputation  for  doing  elegant 
and  artistic  work. 

Mr.  Ganz  was  married  at  Wauraandee, 
September  1, 1887,  to  Miss  Kunigunda  Wald, 
daughter  of  Ulrich  and  Agnes  Wald,  of  Alma. 
By  this  union  two  children  have  been  born, 
Kosalie  A.  andOlga  L. 


fDSON  RHODES,  M.  D.,  of  Galesville, 
is  a  son  of  John  Rhodes,  a  pioneer  of 
Trempealeau  county.  The  latter  was 
born  at  Keighley,  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1818,  where  he  lived  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver.  In  1839 
he  emigrated  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  vicinity 
of  Niagara  Falls,  and  during  this  time  he 
worked  at  his  trade  and  was  also  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  the  Welland  Canal.  About 
1842  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  in  the  meantime  the  re- 
mainder of  his   father's  family  came  to   this 


State.  In  1854  Mr.  Rhodes  disposed  of  his 
landed  interests  there  to  his  brother,  and  re- 
moved to  Trempealeau  county,  having  pre- 
viously located  land  here.  In  a  wagon  drawn 
by  oxen,  he  transferred  his  wife  and  only 
child  to  his  new  possessions,  and  also  brought 
with  him  some  stock.  His  object  in  coming 
to  this  county  was  to  enlarge  his  landed  pos- 
sessions, having  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment about  1,000  acres  of  land.  His  enterprise 
and  efforts  proved  successful,  and  he  remained 
on  this  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  16,  1867.  He  became  well  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  State  as  an  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  citizen,  was  an  exten- 
sive reader,  and,  though  not  connected  with 
any  cliurch,  was  well  informed  on  l)it)!e 
sulijects,  and  always  endeavored  to  govern  his 
daily  walk  by  the  teachings  of  that  book.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  His  wife, 
Mary  Wiltse,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
was  descended  from  an  early  Holland  Dutch 
family.  She  was  born  in  1824,  and  died  May 
24, 1891,  at  the  house  of  her  soi!  in  Galesville. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  three  are 
still  living,  viz. :  Martin,  the  eldest,  resides 
on  a  part  of  the  original  homestead  in  Trein- 
pealeau  county;  Kate  is  the  wife  of  Judge 
David  Roberts,  of  Superior,  Wisconsin;  and 
Dr.  Rhodes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
deceased  who  grew  to  mature  years  were 
Frances  and  Adeline,  and  a  daugliter  who 
die<i  in  early  life. 

Dr.  Rhodes  was  born  in  Trempealeau 
county,  in  1862,  and  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  graded 
schools  at  Galesville,  and  graduated  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Winona,  Minnesota,  in 
1880.  During  his  years  at  school  he  pur- 
sued the  studies  that  would  best  tend  to 
prepare  him  for  the  medical  profession,  whic-ii 
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he  had  in  view  from  early  life.  He  taught 
one  year  at  Hancock,  Minnesota,  after  gradu- 
atino-,  and  in  the  meantime  pnrsued  his 
medical  studies  as  opportunities  afforded. 
He  went  to  Ann  Arhor.  Michigan,  and  spent 
one  year  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Michigan  State  University,  and  went  thence  to 
the  Rash  Medical  College,  Chicago,  where  he 
graduated  in  1883.  For  one  year  after  his 
graduation  in  medicine,  Dr.  Ehodes  practiced 
in  the  Cook  County  Intirniary,  and  then  en- 
tered into  medical  practice  with  Dr.  D.  A. 
Stewart,  of  Winona,  where  he  continued  nntil 
al'ter  the  death  of  his  father,  when  it  became 
necessary  to  return  to  the  farm.  He  spent 
one  year  in  adjusting  his  father's  business, 
and  in  the  meantime  practiced  as  time  and 
opportunity  afforded.  In  December,  1890, 
Dr.  Rhodes  located  in  the  village  of  Gales- 
viile.  He  has  about  400  acres  of  land,  which 
is  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  is 
considerably  interested  in  the  raising  of  good 
stock. 

Dr.  Rhodes  was  married  in  Milwaukee,  in 
1888,  to  Miss  Jennie  A.  "Williamson,  of  that 
city.  Their  entire  family  of  live  children 
were  graduates  of  the  State  ^Normal  School 
at  AVinona,  and  the  sister,  Frances,  a  yonng 
lady  of  much  ability  and  promise,  also  gradu- 
ated in  architecture  at  Cornel!  University  in 
1884.  She  died  in  1888.  Kate  took  a  liter- 
ary course  at  Cornell,  and  tauglit  successful!}' 
for  a  number  of  years.  Dr.  Rhodes  has  an 
extensive  practice,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  suc- 
cessful physician  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

jmUNTLEY  AND  VANDERVORT,  pro- 
|M1  prietors  of  the  Inde2)endent,  published 
T^  at  Galesville,  Trempealeau  county,  took 
charge  of  the  paper  March  27,  1891.  They 
purchased  the  interest  of  L.  F.  liall,  who  had 


conducted   the  paper  since  September,  1889. 
This  paper  has  a  circulation  of  about  600. 

Frank  W.  Huntley  was  born  at  Trempea- 
leau in  1867,  a  son  of  L.  G.  Hnntley,  now  a 
practical  printer  of  Winona.  Herman  L. 
Vandervort  was  born  at  Fairhavcn,  Minne- 
sota, in  1869,  and  learned  the  trade  of  print- 
ing at  St.  Cloud,  his  native  State.  His  father. 
J.  B.  Vandervort,  is  also  a  resident  of  Wi- 
nona, Minnesota.  Messrs.  Huntley  &  Van- 
dervort are  wide-awake,  energetic  young 
men,  and  the  Independent  under  their  man- 
agement has  made  much  progress  as  an 
entertaining  and  valuable  paper. 

,/J^EORGE  UHL,  who  resides  on  section 
nWp  23,  Gale  township,  is  a  brother  of  Peter 
W^  Uhl,  and  a  son  of  Michael  IThl.  He 
was  born  in  October,  1833,  and  when  the 
family  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  in  1854, 
he  had  nearly  attained  his  majority.  He  and 
his  brother  Feter  helped  to  develop  the  home- 
stead of  200  acres,  which  he  now  owns.  Later 
he  added  120  acres,  and  still  later  sixty-seven 
and  a  half  acres,  so  that  his  home  farm  con- 
sists of  nearly  400  acres.  He  also  has 
100  acres  elsewhere  in  the  township,  besides 
vvhich  he  has  given  his  son  a  quarter 
section  of  land.  His  farm  adjoins  that  of  his 
brother  Petei',  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home 
and  a  substantial  brick  residence. 

Mr.  Uhl  was  married  May  15,  1861,  to 
Miss  Christena  Ilarth,  a  daughter  of  Freder- 
ick and  Mary  L.  Harth;  the  former  wa^  born 
in  Germany  September  24, 1812,  and  died  in 
Gale  township  May  7,  1887.  His  wife  died 
May  10, 1889.  In  1846  Mr.  Harth  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  America,  and  settled  in 
Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1854 
they  came  to  Trempealeau  county.  They  had 
a  family  of  ten   children,  who  are  now  widely 
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catteretl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  UliI  have  live  cliil- 
dren:  George  F.,  Katy  B.,  Frank  A.,  Mary 
R.  and  Teresa  C.  They  lost  their  first  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  in  early 
infancy.  Mr.  Uhl,  like  his  brother,  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  fanners  of  Trem- 
pealeau county.  Both  lie  and  his  wife  have 
spent  their  mature  years  in  Wisconsin.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home,  and  are  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  life,  a  condition  which  has 
been  secured  by  patience  and  industry. 

fICHOLAS  LEHKBACH,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  Arcadia,  began  business  in 
this  city  in  1884,  and  erected  his  fine 
brick  store  building  the  following  year.  He 
keeps  a  complete  stock  of  hardware,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Trempealeau 
county,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  since 
1866.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N'ew  York, 
in  1849,  a  son  of  Andrew  Lehi-bach,  a  native 
of  Hessen,  Darmstadt,  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  about  1839,  locating  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  New  York.  In  1852  the  family 
removed  to  Niagara  Falls,  which  was  about 
the  time  the  first  suspension  bridge  was  con- 
structed across  the  JSliagara  river.  There 
Mr.  Lehrbach,  Sr.,  engaged  in  keeping  hotel, 
and  in  1855  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  where  he  died  in  1867, 
and  the  mother  survived  until  1889,  dying  at 
the  same  place.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Nicholas,  Andrew,  at  Red  Wing,  Min- 
nesota; Rosa,  wife  of  Louis  Schilling;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Joseph  Belhammer;  and  Mrs.  Sophia 
Tideman,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Red 
Wing  except  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
deceased  members  of  the  family  died  in 
infancy. 

Nicholas,  our   subject,    spent    most   of  his 


I  earlier  life  at  Red  wing.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  brewer  at  Trempealeau,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  fur  five  years,  and  was 
later  engaged  in  keeping  hotel  at  that  jilace, 
and  still  later,  for  two  years,  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising at  Dodge,  having  erected  the  pre- 
sent store  and  warehouse  at  that  place.  After 
being  two  years  engaged  in  business  at  Dodge, 
he  located  at  Arcadia. 

September  27,  1875,  Mr.  Lehrbach  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Delia  Kidder, 
who  was  born  at  Black  River  Falls,  Wiscon- 
sin, April  22,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  B. 
Kidder.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Timothy 
L.  and  Hannah  Kidder.  The  Kidder  family 
in  America  descended  from  early  New  Eng- 
land ancestry,  the  genealogy  of  whom, 
recently  published,  states  that  the  first 
recorded  American  ancestor  was  James  Kid- 
der, who  was  born  at  Grinstead,  Sussex,  Eng- 
land, in  1826.  The  first  record  of  him  dates 
in  1650,  at  which  time  he  was  a  resident  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Jesse  B.  Kidder 
was  born  in  Concord,  Maine,  May  15,  1831, 
and  was  married  July  28,  1852,  at  Antwerp, 
New  York,  to  Mary  Jane  Manning,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  Manning.  She  was 
born  January  25,  1829,  and  died  at  White- 
hall, Wisconsin,  April  5,  1873.  Mr.  Kidder 
was  again  married,  November  11,  1877,  to 
Ann  Cook.  The  children  by  his  first  mar- 
riage are  Ella  Maud,  Delia,  William  Lovell, 
Elroy  Jesse,  Mary  Jane,  George  Washington 
and  Erraina  Rose.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lehrbach 
have  two  sons:  Lester  and  Leslie.  They  lost 
five  children  in  infancy.  Mr.  Lehrbach  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Arcadia, 
is  a  successful  business  man,  and  is  esteemed 
both  for  his  social  qualities  and  for  his  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  spirit.  In  his  poli- 
tical sentiments  he  is  a  Denmcrat,  and  has 
been  called  u|)on  by  the  people  several  times 


BIOGRAPHICAL     UISTUliY. 


to  serve  in  locid  offices.      He  has  also  been 
Town    Treasurer,    and    is    now     the     village 


presi 


dent. 
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tLEXANDERB.  FLEMINGTON,  who 
resides  on  section  17,  located  in  the 
town  of  Trempealeau  in  1855.  He 
purchased  the  land  wliich  comprises  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  the  Government,  he  having  made 
all  his  own  improvements.  He  was  born  in 
Ramfordshire.  Scotland,  May  31,  1826,  the 
son  of  James  and  Mary  (Dove)  Flumington. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Alexander  Dove,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character  and  of  much  influence  in 
his  day  and  generation.  He  was  of  the  rank 
of  workingmen,  but  possessed  of  a  superior 
mind.  A  memoir  written  of  him  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1840,  says: 

"Alexander  Dove  was  a  native  of  West 
Highlands,  and  was  born  in  1766.  At  ten 
years  of  age  he  lost  his  father,  and  was 
thrown  on  the  world  to  support  himself.  He 
worked  for  some  time  as  a  carpenter  in 
Greenock,  Bonhill  and  Rosenthal.  He  went 
to  Jolmstone  about  1792,  and  er.tered  a  fac- 
tory as  a  wood  turner,  and  here  he  became  a 
self-tauglit  mechanic,  and  made  the  first  mule 
jenny  that  was  driv(Mi  by  water-power  in 
Johnstone.  He  went  to  Galloway  in  1798  to 
fit  up  the  machinery  of  a  wool  spinning  fac- 
tory, where  he  remained  about  four  years, 
and  then  went  to  Thornliebank  and  Paisley. 
In  1804  he  removed  to  the  bridge  of  "Weir, 
where  he  worked  as  a  mechanic  until  1825, 
and  then  returned  to  Johnstone,  where  he  re- 
mained until  death.  He  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  principles  of  mechanics.  His 
mind  was  too  active  and  vigorous  to  eno-aae 
in  any  meclianical  or  professional  woi'k 
without  thoroughly  understan'liiig   the   prin- 


ciples on  which  ic  was  founded.  From  his 
youth  he  was  a  thorough  reformer.  He  was 
active  in  politics,  and  for  this  reason  suffered 
much  persecution,  and  would  have  been  im- 
prisoned had  he  not  evaded  the  tyrant's 
menials.  Not  finding  him,  much  of  his 
property  was  taken.  He  was  an  assiduous 
student  of  politics,  and  much  of  his  leisure 
time  was  given  to  reading  and  study.  His 
literary  acquirements  and  scientific  attain- 
ments were  extensive.  He  was  familiar 
with  optics,  electricity,  chemistry  and  gal- 
vanism. On  one  occasion  he  was  summoned 
to  Edinburg  as  a  witness  in  a  criminal  case, 
the  merits  of  which  turned  on  the  fact  of  the 
prisoner's  insanity  or  sanity.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  knowledge  that  Alexander 
Dove  displayed.  Lord  Jeffrey,  then  the 
advocate,  paid  him  compliments  of  the  high- 
est character  in  open  court.  He  never  in  the 
course  of  a  long  life  sacrificed  his  principles 
to  please  his  employers  or  no  secure  their 
favor,  while  his  unbending  integrity  in  some 
instances  subjected  him  to  their  persecution, 
and  to  the  loss  of  employnent.  Workingman 
as  he  was,  he  gloried  in  his  independence, 
and  in  the  unshackled  exercise  and  full 
expression  of  his  opinions.  His  benevolence 
was  great,  and  his  moral  sentiments  of  a  high 
order.  Knowing  so  well  the  value  of  educa- 
tion, he  had  an  ardent  desire  to  see  his  own 
family  educated.  He  was,  in  fact,  in  all 
respects  a  "most  worthy  citizen.'' 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Flemington 
is  descended  from  an  honorable  and  worthy 
ancestry.  His  parents  had  but  two  children 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
youngest,  the  elder  being  a  sister.  In  1842 
James  Flemington  came  to  America  to  es- 
tablish a  home  for  his  family.  He  went  to 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  following 
summer  traveled  West  as  far  as  Michigan, 
and  finally  made  a  settlement  in  East  Green- 
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wich,  Rhode  Island.  In  1844  the  father 
was  followed  to  the  new  wdi-ld  by  his  wife 
and  son.  James  Flemington  was  an  euirine 
driver  by  occupation.  In  1845  he  went  with 
his  wife  and  son  to  Taunton,  Massachusetts, 
and  there  drove  an  engine  for  a  manufactur- 
ing company.  Tne  parents  came  to  Trem- 
peauleau  county  to  j(nn  their  son,  and 
remained  one  year,  after  whicii  they  returned 
to  Rhode  Island  and  lived  until  deatli.  The 
sister  of  Mr.  Flemington,  already  mentioned, 
married  in  Scotland,  Mr.  L.  Black,  after 
which  they  came  to  America  and  settled  at 
Taunton,  Massachusetts.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Black  died  in  New  London,  Connecticut, 
leaving  two  sons.  Later  the  wife  remarried, 
lier  second  husband  being  Rev.  Wilcox,  and 
settled  in  Rhode  Island. 

.  Alexander  B.  Flemington,  our  subject,  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents.  He  worked  in 
the  muslin  de  laine  print  works  at  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  and  then  returned  to  East 
Greenwich,  Rhode  Island,  going  thence  to 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  print  works.  In  1848  he 
went  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  five  years,  and  during  that  time 
learned  the  trade  of  carriage-making  with 
Isaac  Kingsley.  He  was  married  in  that 
city,  August  20,  1851,  to  Mary  Taylor. 
From  Milwaukee  he  removed  to  Walworth 
county,  and  engaged  in  wagon-making  for 
George  Esterly,  and  in  1S55  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county.  Mrs.  Flemington  was  born 
in  Edinburg,  Scotland.  Their  children  are: 
Alexander  D.,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  a 
resident  of  Ellendale,  T^orth  Dakota.  He 
took  a  course  of  instruction  at  the  high 
school  of  Trempealeau,  and  also  a  literary 
course  at  the  Wisconsin  State  University. 
He  was  for  some  time  a  teacher  in  the  inter- 
mediate   department    of    the    Trempealeau 


school,  and  went  thence  to  Whitehall,  where 
he  was  principal  one  year.  He  studied  law 
with  Judge  Newman  and  grailuated  in  the 
law  department  of  the  Wisconsin  State 
University.  He  is  a  young  man  of  ability, 
and  has  already  taken  a  high  standing  at  the 
bar.  He  located  in  Ellendale,  Dakota, 
in  July,  1874,  where  he  was  honored  by  be- 
ing chosen  a  delegate  for  Circuit  Judge. 
Elizabeth  F.  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Tatero,  of 
New  Richmond,  Wisconsin  ;  Jessie  is  the  wife 
of  George  Cummings;  Allan  J.  resides  in 
Glen  wood,  Wisconsin;  Andrew  F.  is  the  ne.xt 
in  order  of  birth;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Willis 
Suttie;  Ada  is  engaged  in  teaching,  and  is  at 
present  principal  of  the  graded  school  at 
Somerset,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Flemraington  has  a  farm  of  120  acres 
under  a  fine  state  of  cnltivaliitn.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home,  is  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
of  life,  the  result  of  the  industry  of  himself 
and  his  good  wife,  and  is  numbered  among 
intelligent  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Trempea- 
leau county. 


ILLIAM  L.  CUMMINGS,  of  Trem- 
pealeau,  is  now  serving  his  seventh 
1/--§S^  year  and  fourth  term  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Schools  of  this  county,  having 
been  first  elected  in  1884.  He  succeeded  W. 
J.  Showers,  who  served  one  term  of  three 
years.  Mr.  Cummings  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Bloomfield,  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin, 
September  7,  1848.  His  father,  Israel  P. 
Cummings,  was  an  early  settler  of  that  county, 
where  he  located  in  1844,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1856  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Neills- 
ville,  Clark  county,  where  they  comprised 
the  third  family  of  the  place.  In  1861  the 
family  removed  to  Whitehall.  Trempealeau 
county,  but  have  been  residents  of   the   town 
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of  Trempealeau  since  1881.  Israel  P.  Cum- 
miiigs  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  1819, 
and  is  descended  from  an  early  family  of  the 
Bay  St<ate,  and  is  of  English  origin.  He 
passed  liis  early  life  in  his  native  State,  as  a 
woolen  manufacturer.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Hale,  a  native  of  Worcester.  Massachu- 
setts, after  which  he  removed  to  what  is  now 
Walworth  county,  AVisconsin,  wliere  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming,  and  con- 
tinued the  same  until  his  removal  to  Clark 
county,  when  he  engaged  in  lumliering.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  April,  1870.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  tive  sons  and 
a  daughter,  namely:  Charles,  who  resides  in 
Greenwood,  Clark  county,  Wallace  and  Israel 
reside  near  Whitehall,  Trempealeau  county; 
William  L.,  our  subject;  Ida,  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Stone,  of  Boone,  Iowa;  and  George 
L.,  a  farmer  in  this  county. 

William  L.,  our  subject,  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  later  at  the  Gales- 
ville  University.  He  began  teaching  when 
in  bis  twentieth  year,  and  taught  successfully 
for  the  long  period  of  sixteen  yeai'S.  In  1882 
he  was  called  to  the  principalsbip  of  the 
school  at  Blair,  tbis  county,  previous  to 
which  time  he  had  tansi;bt  in  various  district 
schools  in  the  county.  During  the  third  year 
of  liis  principalsbip  at  Blair,  he  was  elected 
County  Superintendent.  In  May,  1872,  Mr. 
Cummings  was  united  in  marriage  to  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  Delavan  IJunn,  who  settled  on 
the  farm  wliere  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummings  now 
live  in  1859.  Mr.  jjunn  came  to  Trempea- 
leau county  with  his  family  from  Cattarau<ms 
county.  New  York,  and  resided  on  tbis  farm 
until  1873,  when  be  removed  to  a  farm  in 
the  town  of  Gale.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he 
moved  to  Kingsbury,  South  Dakota,  where  he 
now  lives.  Mrs.  Cummings  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  but  was  a  mere  child  when  she 
came  to  tbis  county  with    her  parents.      Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Cummings  have  seven  children: 
Florence,  Carroll,  Susie,  Sibyl,  Alson,  Arthur 
and  Laura.  Mr.  Cummings  has  devoted  his 
best  energies  to  the  cause  of  education,  and 
has  ever  as  teacher  or  superintendent  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  an  educator  with  ability, 
earnestness  and  fidelity.  In  fact,  his  close 
application  to  his  duties  has  often  threatened 
to  seriously  impair  his  health.  Under  his 
al)le  and  earnest  superintendSnce  the  schools 
of  Trempealeau  county  have  made  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  efficiency.  It  may  bo  truth- 
fully said  that  in  due  appreciation  of  the 
demands  of  the  public  school  system,  in 
earnestness  of  purpose  and  untiring  industry 
Mr.  Cummings  is  numbered  with  the  leading 
educators  of  Wisconsin.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  also  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  Prohibition.  Both  he 
and  his  family  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


f  HESTER  N.  ASHLEY,  Chairman  of 
Ettrick  township,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Trempealeau  county  since  1879,  and 
has  occupied  bis  present  farm  on  section  6 
since  1887.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  a  son  of  Stephen  H. 
Ashley,  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  same 
State.  The  mother  of  our  sul)ject,  nee  Nancy 
Waterbury,  was  a  native  of  Ontario  county, 
and  after  marriage  the  parents  settled  in 
Jefferson  county.  In  1852  they  removed  to 
Lodi,  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  lived  fourteen  years,  and  then  returned 
to  New  Y'ork,  but  a  year  later  they  came 
again  to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Green 
Lake  county.  Returning,  however,  to  Co- 
lumbia county,  they  later  came  to  Ettrick 
township,  where  the  father  died  in  1886,  and 
the  mother    now    resides   at   the  home  of  a 
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daughter  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Stephen 
H.  Ashley  and  wife  iiad  nine  chiUlren  who 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  live  are  still  living, 
viz.:  James  W.,  the  eldest,  resides  at  Marke- 
san.  Green  Lake  county,  Wisconsin;  Dor- 
man  P.,  a  resident  of  Adair  county,  Iowa; 
Laura  A.,  wife  of  F.  D.  Arnold,  of  Ho(juiam, 
Washington;  Mariette,  wife  of  11.  H.  Rath- 
bun,  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa;  and  Chester 
J^.,  the  youngest  surviving  member  of  the 
family. 

The  latter  was  born  in  18-tS,  and  in  early 
life  learned  the  miller's  trade  with  his  father 
and  elder  brother,  James.  The  father  fol- 
lowed the  milling  business  for  over  forty 
years,  and  also  had  two  brothers  who  followed 
the  same  occupation  for  an  equal  length  of 
time.  Our  subject  learned  his  trade  in 
Green  Lake  county,  and  later  was  engaged  at 
Dekorra  and  Poynette,  Columbia  county.  He 
came  from  North  Bend,  Jackson  county,  to 
Kttrick,  and  for  ten  years  operated  tlie  tiour- 
ing  mill  of  Iver  Peterson,  at  Ettrick,  and 
then  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Mr.  Ashley  was  married  at  that  place  to 
Miss  Mary  Cance,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Cance,  an  early  settler  of  Ettrick  township. 
He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1822,  and  was 
married  to  Christina  Edmond.  In  1858  they 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Ettrick 
township,  Trempealeau  county,  where  Mr. 
Cance  died  in  1886,  and  the  mother  now 
resides  with  her  son,  James  E.,  in  the  village 
of  Ettrick.  They  had  two  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Ashley  is  the  eldest.  The  only  son, 
James  E.,  is  a  hardware  and  dry-goods  mer- 
chant at  Ettrick.  Robert  Cance  was  engaged 
in  farming  many  years  on  the  place  where 
Mr.  Ashley  now  lives.  In  1884  he  engaged 
in  business  in  the  village  of  Ettrick,  and  at 
his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  He 
was  a  representative  citizen,  and  served  a 
term    in    the    Legislature   of    Wisconsin,    to 


which  he  was  elected  in  1882.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  held  many  local  offi- 
ces, and  was  esteemed  as  a  man  of  ability  and 
integrity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashley  have  four 
sons:  Robert  II.,  Edmond  W.,  James  C.  and 
Chester  N.,  the  last  two  being  twins.  Mr. 
Ashley  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Ettrick  township.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, has  served  a  number  of  terms  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  this 
township,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  chairman  of  that  body. 

fLISHA  STEVEXS,  who  resides  at  the 
old  homestead  of  his  parents  on  section 
7,  Trempealeau  county,  is  a  son  of  Alex- 
ander Stevens,  who  settled  on  the  farm  in  1855. 
The  father  was  born  in  Scotland,  September 
22,  1810,  where  ht^  grew  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  trade  of  tlax  dresser.  When  a 
young  man  he  crossed  the  ocean,  going  first 
to  Andover,  Massachusetts,  under  contract  to 
work  in  a  factory.  He  was  man-ied  in  that 
State  to  Anna  Scott,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
shortly  after  which  liis  health  failed,  owing 
to  the  character  of  his  work,  and  he  accord- 
ingly removed  to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1855  he 
came  to  Trempealeau  county,  and  settled  on 
the  farm  where  his  widow  and  son  still  lives. 
He  made  the  first  improvements  on  this  place 
and  lived  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  22,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years  and  two  months.  Mr.  Stevens  was 
a  well-known  and  respected  citizen,  was  quiet 
and  industrious  and  of  a  social  and  agreeable 
nature.  He  was  endowed  with  a  robust  con- 
stitution, possessing  much  physical  strength. 
Four  years  previous  to  his  death  he  became 
afflicted  with  ])artial  paralysis  from  which 
time  he  was  able  to  do  but    little   work.      He 
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left  four  cliiklren,  two  sonsand  two  daughters, 
viv.:  William  Scott,  Elislia,  Jennie  and  Mrs. 
Nellie  S.  Fi'anie,  widow  of  Rev.  W.  R.  Frame. 
All  the  children  were  liorn  in  Fond  du  Lac 
county,  Wisconsin. 

Elislia,  the  suhject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  1849,  and  now  ownb  a  half  interest  in  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  has  always  resided 
since  coming  to  Trempealeau,  except  a  period 
of  four  years. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Esther  Van  Vleet, 
a  native  of  Wisconsin.  No  more  honorable 
or  worthy  class  of  men  are  found  anywhere 
than  the  pioneer  who  came  to  the  country 
and  struggled  faithfully  and  persistently  to 
make  for  himself  and  family  a  home,  and 
after  passing  away  left  as  an  inheritance  to 
his  children  not  only  the  material  accumula- 
tions of  his  labor  and  industry,  but  also  an 
honorable  ami  faithful  record  in  all  his  rela- 
tions with  his  fellow  men.  With  such  is 
found  the  name  of  Alexander  Stevens,  whose 
children  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  rec- 
ord he  has  left. 


^ 
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f  ELBERT  CLARENCE  BURNS,  of 
Trempealeau  county,  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam Thomas  Burns,  who  was  born  in 
Ticonderoga,  Essex  county,  New  York,  July 
20,  1824.  lie  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Laura  Burns.  December  13,  1847,  W.  T. 
Burns  was  united  in  marriage  to  Louisa  Jane 
Bugbee,  a  daughter  of  William  Bugbee,  and 
in  1854  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  first  to 
Portage,  and  thence  to  Trempealeau  town- 
ship, settling  on  section  1.  This  farm  was 
entirely  new,  but  he  improved  the  place  and 
made  of  it  a  pleasant  home,  and  here  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  August  20.  1884.  He 
was  a  well-known  and  esteemeil  citizen,  and 
took    an    active    interest    in    pnjinotim/    tlie 


growth  and  prosperity  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Town  Board  of  Trempealeau,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  religious  and  educational 
progress  of  the  town.  He  was  especially  act- 
ive in  church  matters,  and  was  one  of  five 
who  built  the  Methodist  Church  at  Centre- 
ville,  he  having  been  a  member  of  that  de- 
nomination for  twenty  years.  Politically  he 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  met  his  death  in  a  sudden  and  peculiar 
way,  having  died  from  the  sting  of  a  bee. 

His  only  child,  Delliert  C,  was  born  at  the 
homestead  in  Trempealeau  county,  March  8, 
1857,  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

He  married  Lunetta  C.  French,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  French,  of  Galesville,  and  a  well- 
known  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burns  have  two  children:  Florence 
Mabel  and  Lulali  Camele. 


fEORGE  YOUNG  FREEMAN,  the  pre- 
sent  District  Attorney  of  Trempealeau 
county,  has  been  a  resident  of  Galesville 
since  the  autumn  of  1858.  He  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Quakerstreet,  Schenectady 
county.  New  York,  August  13,  1827,  a  son 
of  Lewis  Freeman,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
county,  same  State,  and  a  grandson  of  Charles 
Freeman,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The 
Freeman  family  are_  of  Puritan  ancestry,  the 
genealogy  of  which  mentions  three  brothers, 
Charles,  Samuel  and  George,  all  of  whom  re- 
moved from  Connecticut.  The  first  men- 
tioned, the  grandfather  of  the  sul)ject  of  this 
notice,  made  his  settlement  in  Montgomery 
county,  and  tlie  other  brothers  settled  else- 
where. Lewis  Freeman  married  Mary  V. 
Young,  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Sche- 
nectady county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile    business    for    many    years.       He 
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died  when  our  subject,  his  only  child,  was  but 
a  lad,  and  after  the  death  of  the  father  the 
mother  returned  with  her  son  to  the  home  of 
her  father. 

When  George  was  sixteen  years  of  aij;e  he 
came  with  the  family  of  his  grandfather 
Young  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  at  Elkhorn, 
Walworth  county.  He  received  an  acade- 
mical education,  and  began  the  study  of  law 
at  Elkhorn,  which  he  pursued  for  two  years, 
and  in  1852  went  to  New  York  city  and  en- 
tered the  office  of  Judge  W.  D.  Waterman, 
then  Judge  of  the  Marine  Court  of  that  city, 
lie  remained  in  that  office  until  the  autumn 
of  1858,  when  he  came  to  Galesville,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  but  afterward  returned 
to  New  York,  and  in  the  spring  of  1859 
located  permanently  in  Galesville.  lie  found 
here  in  the  village  at  that  time,  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law,  Romanzo  Bunn,  now 
United  States  District  Judge  for  the  Western 
District  of  Wisconsin,  who  had  located  in 
Galesville  in  1856,  the  first  lawyer  of  the 
place;  and  also  Captain  A.  A.  Arnold.  Mr. 
Freeman  entered  at  once  into  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  which  he  has  cjntinued  to  the 
present  time.  lie  has  been  associated  with 
several  different  partners  at  different  times, 
his  chief  partnership  having  been  with  II.  F. 
Smith,  a  well-known  lawyer  who  recently 
died  at  Elkhorn,  Wisconsin. 

In  1862  Mr.  Freeman  raised  a  company 
for  service  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  which 
consisted  of  110  men,  and  he  was  commis- 
sioned its  Captain.  But  circumstances  were 
such  that  he  was  unable  to  enter  the  field,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Captain  A.  A.  Arnold,  and 
this  organization  became  Company  C,  Thir- 
tieth liegiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer  infan- 
try. Politically  Mr.  Freeman  is  of  Whig 
antecedents.  He  voted  for  Lincoln  in  1864 
and  Grant  in  1868.  since  which  time  his  sym- 
pathies have  been  with  the  Democratic  party 


in  the  national  issues  of  the  day.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and 
though  not  a  partisan  in  the  strict  sense  of 
that  word,  has  ably  and  conscientiously 
labored  in  support  of  those  principles  which 
he  believed  would  best  promote  the  interest 
of  the  people.  He  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  District  Attorney,  having  been  elected 
to  that  position  in  1862  and  again  in  1890. 
In  January,  1888,  he  was  appointed  by  Pres- 
ident Cleveland  Principal  Examiner  of  land 
claims  and  contests,  and  was  in  the  land  office 
at  Washington  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
until  March,  1890,  including  a  year  of  Pres- 
ident Harrison's  administration. 

Mr.  Freeman  was  married,  January  1,  ISoO, 
to  Ann  S.  Hollinshead,  a  native  of  Tompkins 
county,  New  York,  who  came  to  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  witli  her  parents  in  1839. 
They  have  three  sons,  the  two  eldest  of  whom, 
Charles  E.  and  Edwin  W.,  are  twins.  They 
are  both  graduates  of  Galesville  University, 
after  which  Charles  E.  took  a  theological 
course  at  McCormick  Theological  Seminary, 
and  was  ordained  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and 
is  now  in  charge  of  a  church  at  Spirit  Lake, 
Iowa.  Edwin  W.  studied  law  with  his  father, 
and  is  now  practicing  in  San  Bernardino, 
California.  He  is  of  the  firm  of  Rolf  & 
Freeman.  These  sons  were  born  October  1, 
1860.  The  youngest  son,  George  R.,  was 
born  in  March,  1867,  and  was  for  some  time 
a  student  of  the  Columbia  Law  School  in 
Washington  City,  has  attended  law  school  in 
Chicago  and  Washington,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  is  now  located  at  San  Bernardino, 
California.  Mr.  Freeman  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  Trempealeau  county  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty  two  years,  being  the 
oldest  lawyer  now  in  practice  in  the  county. 
He  is  recognized  and  esteemed  as  a  lawyer  of 
ability  and  of  strict  integrity.  While  reareil 
according  to  the  jirinciples  of  the  I'resbyteriaii 
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Chiircli.  be  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious 
denomination,  but  is  liberal  and  progressive 
in  his  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  has  a  beautiful  residence  in 
the  suburbs  of  Galesville,  his  homestead 
including  a  numlier  of  acres  of  valuable  and 
productive  land. 


'-§^1 


fAYID  COOK,  a  well-known  resident 
and  pioneer  of  Gale  township,  Trem- 
pealeau county,  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
where  he  was  born  March  31,  1826.  His 
parents,  Alexander  and  Margaret  (Sharp) 
Cook,  had  nine  childi'en  who  grew  to  mature 
years,  five  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
parents  continued  to  live  in  their  native 
country  until  death.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  the  only  son  of  his  parents  who  ever 
made  a  permanent  home  in  America,  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  coal  mining.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Agnes  Henderson,  and 
in  1851  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
bringing  with  them  their  only  child.  AVlien 
he  started  for  America,  Mr.  Cook  liad  no 
definite  idea  as  to  where  lie  would  make  a 
settlement,  but  meeting  with  another  gentle- 
man and  his  family  on  board  their  vessel, 
also  from  Scotland,  he  was  induced  to  accom- 
pany his  newly  made  acquaintance  to  Mary- 
land. On  arriving  in  this  country  the  party 
went  directly  to  Allegany  county,  Maryland, 
where  Mr.  Cook  engaged  in  mining.  In 
1853  he  came  to  Tremjiealeau  county,  being 
accompanied  by  William  Dick,  Jolm  Irvine, 
John  Hunter  and  James  Phillips.  Id  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Cook  settled  on 
the  place  where  he  now  lives,  where  he  has  a 
fine  farm  of  260  acres  of  the  beautiful  Decora 
prairie. 

Decembei'    20,   1887,   he    was   deprived    of 
his    wife    by  death.      She    had    ever    been    a 


faithful  companion,  assisting  her  husband  in 
making  a  pleasant  home,  and  her  death  was 
a  great  affliction  to  the  husl)and  and  family. 
Mr.  Cook  is  the  fatiier  of  six  living  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.:  Margaret, 
at  home;  Agnes,  wife  of  Anton  M.  Lee; 
Joseph;  Mary  Jane,  at  home;  Andrew,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Gale  township;  and 
Ellen,  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Mr.  Cook 
during  his  long  residence  in  Trempealeau 
county  has  ever  been  esteemed  as  an  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  citizen.  He  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Here  he  has  lived  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-eight  years,  has  witnessed  the  growth 
and  development  the  country  has  made  during 
that  great  length  of  time,  and  here,  on  his 
pleasant  home  in  the  beautiful  Decora  prai- 
rie, iie  expects  to  remain  the  rest  of  his 
days. 


fllARLES  A.  KIRCH NER  was  born  in 
Bangor,  Maine,  December  9,  1845,  son 
of  John  K.  and  Augusta  (Duearing) 
Kirchner,  both  natives  of  Germany.  His 
mother  was  born  in  1828,  and  died  in  1875. 
His  father  is  still  living,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  son  Charles.  They  had  six  children, 
namely:  Caroline,  who  married  Herman  Alt- 
man;  Mina,  wife  of  Charles  Hohmann,  of 
Waumandee;  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
Albert,  a  history  of  whom  appears  in  this 
work;  Paulina,  wife  of  Charles  Peussing; 
and  Emma,  now  Mrs.  A.  Franz,  of  Eau  Claire. 
John  Kirchner  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1846,  and  landed  at  Bangor,  Maine, 
the  vessel  in  which  they  made  the  voyage 
being  the  first  one  that  landed  there  witli  em- 
igrants from  Europe.  These  immigrants 
had  expected  to  go  to  the  Mosquito  Islands 
to  establish  a  colony,  of  which  the  captain  of 
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the  ship  was  to  be  the  head,  and  to  him  they 
had  given  all  their  money.  They  hmded  at 
St.  Thomas,  where  they  came  in  contact  witli 
people  who  exposed  the  Captain's  schemes. 
They  tlien  sailed  for  Bangor.  Mr.  Kirchner 
remained  at  that  place  and  worked  at  his 
trade  until  1855,  when  he  came  West  and 
settled  in  the  Waumandee  valley,  pre-empting 
a  homestead  of  160  acres.  When  the  time 
for  settlement  arrived,  having  no  funds  with 
which  to  pay  the  Government  for  his  land, 
lie  went  to  La  Crosse  and  borrowed  the  money 
at  forty  per  cent,  interest,  and  at  once  began 
making  improvements.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  three  foi'ty-acre  tracts,  and  in  1864 
erected  a  frame  dwelling.  He  continued  to 
conduct  his  farm  until  he  sold  out  to  his  son 
Charles. 

Charles  Kirchner  was  reared  at  home, 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  received 
a  common-school  education.  May  8,  1871, 
he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  200  acres, 
and  has  since  cultivated  the  same,  from  time 
to  time  making  additional  improvements  on 
the  farm.  It  is  used  chiefly  for  grain  and 
dairy  purposes,  and  under  his  skillful  man- 
agement has  been  brought  up  to  a  high  state 
of  development,  and  is  now  one  of  the  choice 
farms  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Kirchner  was  married  in  Waumandee, 
April  4, 1867,  to  Louise,  daughter  of  Conrad 
and  Anna  (Langhard)  Ulrich.  Her  father 
died  December  5,  1890,  and  her  mother  is  at 
present  living  at  Fountain  City.  Mrs.  Kirch- 
ner is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  and 
was  eight  years  old  when  she  came  to  the 
United  States  from  her  native  land,  Switzer 
land.  She  was  reared  in  Waumandee.  They 
have  had  seven  children,  viz.:  Albert  AY., 
who  died  in  1881;  Adolph  E.,  born  in  1869; 
Engene  IL,  in  1873;  Ida  M..  in  1874;  Ma- 
tilda F.,  born   in   1870,  died  in   1877;  Oscar 


O.,  born  in  1879;  Edwin,  born  in  1883,  died 
in  1885. 

Like  his  venerable  father,  Mr.  Kirchner 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  The  eider 
Mr.  Kirchner  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
Waumandee  May  1,  1865,  and  served  effi- 
ciently in  that  capacity.  January  30,  1871, 
Charles  Kirchner  was  appointed  to  the  same 
position,  and  still  holds  his  commission.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs  for  many 
years,  ever  interested  in  any  movement  that 
tended  to  advance  the  good  of  the  community. 
He  was  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  seven 
years,  at  different  times;  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  from  1807  to  1873;  was  Town  Assess- 
or and  also  Town  Clerk  in  1890.  In  1880 
he  was  census  enumerator;  has  held  various 
other  local  positions;  is  now  President  of  the 
Buffalo  County  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  Camp  No. 
754,  Fountain  City,  and  is  Secretary  of  the 
Harmonia  Society  of  Waumandee,  which  was 
organized  in  1863.  In  1890  this  society 
erected  a  fine  hall,  in  which  to  hold  its 
meetings  and  where  it  has  a  library  of  400 
volumes. 

In  conclusion,  M-e  say  that  Mr.  Kirchner  is 
oi;e  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  of  Buffalo  county.  He  is  truly  a 
self-made  man.  He  has  great  force  of  char- 
acter and  energy,  and  is  greatly  respected, 
not  only  for  his  business  qualities  but  also  for 
his  kindliness  and  benevolence  of  heart. 

?B.  BEACH  is  owner  and  editor  of  The 
AVhitehall  Times  and  Blair  Banner, 
*  which  newspaper  was  started  liy  V.  K. 
Beach,  a  brother  of  the  present  owner,  and 
the  flrst  number  was  issued  January  14, 1880. 
In  December  of  the  same  year  .L  B.  Beach 
bought  an    interest   in    the  papi-r,  which  they 
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published  together  until  yeptember  24,  1885, 
at  which  time  the  subject  of  this  sketch  be- 
came sole  proprietor.  F.  E.  Beach  now  re- 
sides at  Leola,  McPherson  county,  South 
Dakota,  where,  in  188S,  he  established  the 
Northwest,  which  he  still  conducts. 

J.  B.  Beach  was  born  in  Charlotte,  Chit- 
tenden county,  Vermont,  in  1853,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1866  his  father,  Charles  G.  Beach, 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin,  and 
settled  in  Trempealeau  county.  He  was  born 
in  Vermont,  as  was  also  his  father,  Aaron  L. 
Beach,  and  the  family  was  originally  among 
the  early  New  England  settlers.  Charles  G. 
married  Caroline  Barnes,  and  when  the  family 
came  to  Wisconsin  it  consisted  of  the  parents 
and  eight  children.  The  mother  died  in  the 
town  of  Ettrick,  April  17,  1887,  and  the 
father  resides  in  Whitehall.  Of  their  si.x 
sons,  Charles,  the  eldest,  resides  in  Vermont; 
Henry  H.  is  a  resident  of  Galesville.  Trem- 
pealeau county;  Edgar  died  in  Mankato, 
Minnesota,  December  4,  1874;  Zacliary  lives 
in  Whitehall;  J.  B.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Frederick  E.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  is  a  resident  of  Dakota.  The  eldest 
sister,  Jennie,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years, 
and  the  second,  also  named  Jeimie,  is  the  wife 
of  John  O.  Melby,  of  Whitehall. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  resided  on  a  farm 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when  he 
entered  the  Jounial  office,  at  Galesville,  con- 
ducted by  (George  Luce,  and  there  he  con- 
tinued for  about  two  years,  when  the  paper 
was  sold  to  B.  E.  Clark.  Mr.  Beach  then 
established  the  Galesville  Independent,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Galesville  Brinting  As- 
sociation, and  conducted  this  paper  one  year. 
He  then  went  to  North  La  Crosse,  and  with 
E.  H.  Love  started  the  North  La  Crosse 
Stai\  which  they  sold  in  1S77.  Mr.  Beach, 
then  being  in  poor  health,  returned  to  the 
farm,   where    he   remained    until     December, 


1880,  at  which  time,  as  already  mentioned,  he 
became  connected  with  his  present  paper. 
He  has  a  finely  equipped  office,  and  publishes 
a  neat  and  interesting  paper.  He  is  the 
present  chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee. 

He  was  married  in  September,  1889,  to 
Miss  Hattie  Olds,  a  daughter  of  George  H. 
Olds,  an  early  settler  of  Trempealeau  county. 


m  L.  GRINDL.  County  Treasurer  of 
lifiOT  Trempealeau  county,  was  elected  No- 
^^®  vember  4,  1890,  succeeding  H.  Thors- 
gaard.  Mr.  Grindl  was  born  in  Norway  in 
1847,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  1857.  The  family  settled  in  Columbia 
county,  Wisconsin,  coming  to  Trempealeau 
county  in  the  fall  of  1860,  where  the  father 
died,  in  November,  1883.  Mr.  Grindl  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  of 
Ettrick  and  held  several  township  offices, 
before  his  election  to  his  present  position. 

He  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  June 
8,  1868,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children. 
The  mother  of  Mr.  Grindl  died  in  1884. 
There  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  only 
three  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Grindl,  Sr., 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  to  this  voca- 
tion his  sons  were  reared. 


fASPER  MEULI,  of  Montana  township, 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent pioneer  families  of  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Aiider,  Switzerland,  in  March,  1840,  and  is 
the  son  of  Casper  and  Anna  (Conrad)  Meuli. 
His  grandfather's  name  was  also  Casper. 
His  father  was  born  in  Welds,  Switzerland, 
and  his    mother  in   Ander.     Tlie  family  emi- 
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grated  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring  of 
1852,  landed  in  New  York  and  came  direct 
to  Milwaukee,  thence  to  Washington  county, 
this  State,  where  Christian  Conrad,  an  uncle 
of  our  subject  lived.  Of  the  ten  children 
born  to  the  elder  Casper  Meuli  and  his  wife 
only  three  are  now  living:  Casper,  Christian 
and  Mathias.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
for  six  years  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Washington  county,  removing  from 
there  to  Alma,  Buffalo  county.  He  subse- 
quently came  to  Waumandee.  He  was  an 
honest  and  industrious  man,  and  from  time  to 
time  l.omesteaded  and  purchased  land,  im- 
proved tjie  same,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  220  acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  died  in  March,  1870,  and  his 
wife  survived  him  only  about  live  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at 
home,  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
attended  school  as  opportunity  offered.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
eight  years  old,  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
spent  in  the  army. 

September  14,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Alma, 
in  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  went  into  camp  at  La 
Crosse.  Six  weeks  later  they  were  ordered 
to  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota,  where  they  re- 
ceived their  arms,  and  after  remaining  there 
a  week  his  company  was  ordered  to  Rich- 
mond, Minnesota,  to  watch  the  Indians,  who 
were  then  quite  troublesome.  From  Decem- 
ber until  March  he  was  with  his  company  at 
Madison,  and  their  next  move  was  to  Ken- 
tucky. While  at  Columbus,  that  State,  Mr. 
Meuli  was  on  the  sick  list  most  of  the  time, 
but  was  on  duty  nearly  all  that  time.  In 
June  the  company  started  for  Vicksburg,  on 
a  transportation  boat,  landing  at  Yazoo  City, 
on  the  Yazoo  river,  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg. 
Mr.  Meuli,  being  still  sick,  was  sent  back  to 
a    temporary    hosjiital    at     Milliken's    Bend, 


Louisiana,  and  in  July  he  was  taken  on  a 
hospital  boat  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where 
he  had  typhoid  fever.  During  the  ensuing 
autumn,  having  partially  recovered,  he  was 
attached  to  the  Seventeenth  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps  and  transferred  to  Camp  Morton,  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  he  was  employed 
in  guarding  a  prison  containing  rebels.  The 
Company  was  next  transferred  to  Eiken  bar- 
racks, at  the  same  city,  and  our  subject  was 
placed  on  patrol  duty  in  the  city,  to  preserve 
order;  was  also  otherwise  engaged,  as  his 
strength  would  permit,  until  he  was  mus- 
tered out. 

He  returned  home  in  June,  much  brokeii 
in  health.  Two  years  later  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  120  acres.  In  1870  he  built  his  ])re- 
sent  dwelling  and  subsequently  made  some 
additions  to  it.  In  1880  he  built  a  barn,  and 
in  1887  another  one.  In  1880  he  bought  160 
acres  of  land,  thus  increasing  his  original  pur- 
chase. He  had  pre-empted  forty  acres  in 
1869,  and  also  boniesteaded  forty  acres  the 
same  year.  Besides  this  he  owns  120  acres 
j  which  he  inherited,  and  which  he  rents.  He 
has  about  175  acres  of  his  home  place  under 
cultivation,  it  being  used  as  a  grain  and  stock 
farm.  Mr.  Meuli  keeps  about  twenty  milch 
cows.  In  farming  operations  and  stock- 
raising  he  has  been  quite  successful. 

He  was  married,  iu  September,  1867,  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  August  and  Eva  Hel- 
wig.  Mrs.  Meuli  died  in  childbirth  in  1S68. 
In  September.  1870,  Mr.  Meuli  took  to  him- 
self a  second  wife,  Cecelia  van  Eschen,  daugh- 
ter of  George  van  Eschen.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children:  Anna,  George 
and  Christian.  In  1878  Mr.  Meuli  was  again 
bereaved  of  his  companion.  In  1880  he 
wedded  Lydia  Huber,  daughter  of  Jacol)  and 
Lydia  Ilnber  of  Sauk  county.  Eight  children 
have    been    born    to    tiiem, — Jacob,  Aiicrust, 
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Katlierine,  Lydia,  Henry,  Benjamin,  Edwin 
and  Agnes. 

Mr.  Meuli  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Fimian  Post,  No.  190,  G.  A.  II., 
Alma.  In  1890  he  was  census  enumerator; 
has  served  as  Town  Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the 
School  Board.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

Though  greatly  reduced  in  physical  strength 
by  his  service  and  sickness  in  the  army,  he 
still  retains  the  energy  and  ambition  of  his 
earlier  years.  Ilis  farm  is  an  excellent  one, 
and  is  well  cultivated  by  him  and  his  sons. 
Mr.  Meuli  is  public-spirited,  and  is  always 
ready  to  take  an  active  part  in  matters  that 
will  tend  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
county. 


.^^ 


^jiriy-^^ 


W|ANIEL  TROWBRIDGE,  deceased,  was 
Iffin)  a  pioneer  of  Trempealeau  county  from 
"^f  February  27,  1856.  He  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  October  21,  1794. 
Thomas  Trowbridge,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America  came  from  Taunton,  England,  in 
1636,  and  settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachu- 
setts. From  him  Daniel  Trowbridge  was  in 
direct  descent  in  the  following  line:  Thomas, 
William,  Seth,  Abel  and  Daniel,  the  flatter 
being  of  the  fifth  generation. 

The  latter  married  at  Meadville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  7,  1828,  Elizabeth  Barker, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  May  22, 
1803.  In  1839  Daniel  Trowbridge  removed 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Salem,  Indiana,  and  a 
year  later  to  Belvidere,  Illinois.  In  the  spring 
of  1855  the  family  removed  to  La  Crescent, 
Minnesota,  and  a  short  time  after  to  Onalaska, 
AVisconsin.  In  1850,  Mr.  Trowbridge  settled 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Trempealeau, 
Trempealeau  county.  On  DtH-embcr  5,  1863, 
he  was  fatally  injui-ed  by  falling  from  a  barn 


that  he  was  constructing.  It  is  a  somewhat 
remarkable  coincidence  that  his  wife  also  died 
by  accident,  she  having  been  fatally  hurt  on 
October  6,  1859,  l>y  the  running  away  of  a 
horse.  She  survived  her  injuries  but  a  short 
time.  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Sr.,  was  a  surveyor 
by  occupation,  and  was  County  Surveyor  of 
Trempealeau  county  for  a  number  of  years. 
Daniel  Trowbridge  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  live  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Ann  R.,  the  elde.st,  was  born  May  3.  1829, 
and  died  in  Illinois,  December  27,  1854; 
Elizabeth  W.,  born  April  28,  1831,  is  now 
Mrs.  Smith,  widow  of  H.  C.  Smith,  resides 
at  Trempealeau,  Wisconsin;  Henry  R.,  the 
eldest  son,  was  born  February  20,  1833.  He 
served  in  a  Minnesota  Cavalry  Regiment  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  now  resides 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  He  is  unmarried; 
Edward  N.,  born  December  25, 1834;  Hiram 
I.  was  born  May  15,  1837.  He  served  in 
Company  C,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin,  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  now  resides  in  Trem- 
pealeau; Edward  N.  Trowbridge,  who  resides 
at  W^hitehall,  was  born  at  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, which  was  the  birth-place  of  all  the 
children.  He  was  educated  at  the  high 
school,  at  Belvidere,  Illinois,  and  at  Gales- 
ville  University,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  teaching  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
civil  war.  He  was  enrolled  in  the  army 
September  6,  1861,  as  a  member  of  the  First 
Wisconsin  Battery  of  Mounted  Artillery. 
He  enlisted  at  La  Crosse  and  served  three 
years,  and  was  discharged  October  13,  1864. 
He  was  actively  engaged  during  his  whole 
term  of  service.  After  the  war  he  re-engaged 
in  agricultural   pursuits    and   teaching. 

On  June  25,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  P.  Booth,  eldest  daughter  of  E.  E.  and 
Hannah  P.  Booth.  She  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  Decetnber  8,  1842,  and  came 
to   Wisconsin   with    her   parents  who  settled 
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at  East  Troy,  Walwortli  county,  and  later  in 
La  Crosse  county,  and  tlience  to  Trempealeau 
county.  The  parents  of  Mrs.-  Trowbridcje 
are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trowbridge  have 
four  children,  viz.:  William  M.,  Harry  H., 
Edward  U.,  and  Mary.  Tiiey  lost  their  third 
child,  Gracie,  who  was  born  on  April  25, 
1872,  and  died  June  18,  1878. 

July  14,  1873,  Mr.  Trowbridcre  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Trempealeau,  which 
he  continued  till  1876,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  and  also  served  as 
Town  Clerk.  In  1882,  he  was  elected  County 
Clerk  of  Trempealeau  county,  serving  from 
January  1,  1883,  till  January,  1891,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  insurance. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

fACOB  WEISMOLEK,  one  of  the  old 
and  representative  farmers  of  Wauraan- 
dee  township,  forms  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  and  is  deserving  of  more  than  a 
passing  notice  on  the  pages  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Weisinolek  dates  his  birth  in  Prussia, 
July  7,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Hnlwig  (Wegarig)  Weismolek.  Of  their 
seven  children  he  is  the  only  surviving  one, 
the  other  six  and  both  parents  having  died  in 
their  native  land.  Jacob  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  June,  1854,  when  he  sailed  for  New 
York.  From  that  city  he  went  to  Auburn 
and  remained  six  months,  thence  to  Livings- 
ton county,  Michigan,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  some  time.  He  next  went  to  St. 
Paul,  but  not  liking  the  prospect  there  went 
to  La  Crosse  and  spent  aljout  a  year.  From 
that  place  he  came  to  Buffalo  county,  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  and  began  farm- 
ing, and  also  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of 
stone-mason,  which    he    liad  learned  previous 


to  coming  to  America.  At  first  he  occupied 
the  shanty  that  was  on  his  land,  and  in  1862 
he  built  a  cabin.  He  was  thus  employed  in 
developing  a  farm  and  making  a  home  when 
the  war  broke  out  and  continued  to  rage. 
Feeling  it  his  duty  to  enter  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country,  on  March,  8,  1865,  he  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  K,  Forty-eighth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  Captain  D.  Lewis.  He 
acted  the  jiart  of  a  lirave  soldier  until  the 
struggle  closed,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  March  24,  1866.  He  then  returned 
home  and  took  up  his  farming  pursuits. 
From  exposure  incurred  while  in  the  war,  he 
was  taken  with  rheumatism,  and  for  two 
years  was  unable  to  work.  He  is  now  a  pen- 
sioner of  the  United  States  Government. 

Before  going  into  the  war  he  took  a  home- 
stead claim  of  forty  acres,  and  after  his  retui-n 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  improved  land.  In 
1882  he  bought  another  forty-acre  tract  ad- 
joining him,  and  now  owns  240  acres  in  one 
body,  120  acres  of  which  are  under  good  cul- 
tivation. In  1875  he  rented  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Arcadia,  where  he  lived  until  1880, 
and  while  there  worked  some  at  his  trade. 
He  then  returned  to  the  farm.  In  1882  he 
completed  his  present  dwelling,  which  occu- 
pied the  site  of  his  first  home.  His  large 
barn  w-as  built  in  1880. 

Mr.  Weismolek  was  married  in  Prussia, 
in  1848,  to  Mary  Fanza,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Frank,  John  and  Mary.  Mrs. 
Weismolek  died  iu  1850,  while  thev  were 
living  in  Michigan.  His  second  marriage 
occurred  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  in 
April,  1860,  to  Ann  (Lohr)  Neimann,  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  Lohr.  The  issue  from  this 
marriage  was  eight  children,  nanielv:  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Gustav  Kirchner;  Susa,  wife  of 
Peter  Rebhahn;  Jacob,  who  wedded  Anna 
N,\wizki;  Albert,  who  married  Alice  Henry. 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Seattle,  Washington  ; 
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and  Lena,  Louisa,  Naize  and  Christiana, — 
all  living  except  the  last  two  named.  By  her 
former  marriage  Mrs.  Weismolek  had  three 
children:  Kosa,  now  Mrs.  Joe  Seller;  Anna, 
wife  of  Andrew  Villas;  and  John,  who  is 
with  her. 

Politically,  Mr.  Weismolek  is  a  Democrat. 
He  and  his  family  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 


tRTHUR  TIBBITTS,  of  Galesville,  has 
been  a  resident  of  that  village  since 
^s^s^  1874,  where  he  is  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building.  He  was  born  in  Waldo 
county,  Maine,  January  8,  1840,  the  son  of 
Benjamin  Tibbitts,  also  a  native  of  the  Pine 
Tree  State.  The  family  is  of  English  origin, 
and  came  from  old  New  England  stock. 
Benjamin  Tibbitts  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  184(3  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin 
with  his  family,  settling  in  Sheboygan 
county.  There  he  cleared  up  a  farm,  pur- 
chasing the  claim  of  a  man  who  had  pre- 
empted tlic  same,  and  there  he  lived  until 
death,  which  occurred  September  22,  1873. 
He  was  born  in  1799,  being  about  seventy- 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  wife,  nee  Sarah  Clark,  also  a  native  of 
Maine,  survived  her  husband  several  years, 
passing  away  April  9,  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  four  sons  and  the  daughters 
are  now  living.  Lemuel,  the  eldest  surviv- 
ing memlier,  resides  near  the  old  home  in 
Sheboygan  county;  Amos,  the  second,  owns 
and  occupies  the  old  liomestead,  which  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  family  since  184(5; 
Arthur  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  Horace, 
the  youngest,  is  also  a  resident  of  Sheboygan 
county.  The  eldest  surviving  sister  is  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  Davis,  now  of  I'urlington,  Iowa; 


the  second,  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Marrill,  re- 
sides in  Frontier  county,  Nebraska,  and 
Ellen  L.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  resides 
at  Galesville  with  Mrs.  Tibbitts.  The  de- 
ceased members  of  the  family  were  Solomon, 
who  died  early  in  life;  Waldo  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volnnteer 
Infantry,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
was  killed  in  the  celebrated  battle  of  Stone 
River;  Hillard  died  at  about  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years.  Four  of  the  brothers  fought  gal- 
lantly for  their  country  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  Lemuel  in  the  Twenty-seventh 
Wisconsin,  and  Arthur,  Waldo  and  Horace 
in  the  First. 

Arthur  Tibbitts,  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Sheboygan  county, 
and  October  1,  1861,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infan- 
try for  three  years.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  most  bloody  contests  of  the  war, 
his  first  important  battle  being  at  Perry  ville, 
Kentucky,  October  8,  1862,  where  he  received 
a  wound  in  the  throat.  He  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Stone  River,  Hoover's  Gap,  Bay- 
ley's  Cross  Roads  and  Chickamauga.  (Jn  the 
second  day  of  the  last  mentioned  liattle,  Sep- 
temljcr  20,  1863,  he  was  severely  wounded, 
having  been  struck  by  a  cannister  shot  near 
the  spinal  column,  the  ball  lodging  above  the 
right  liip.  This  shot  remained  in  his  body 
thirteen  months  and  twenty  days,  when  it 
was  removed,  and  he  still  has  in  his  posses- 
sion the  liall  that  came  so  near  terminating 
his  existence.  In  the  same  battle  lie  was 
struck  in  the  left  shoulder  by  a  fragment  of 
shell,  which  disabled  for  a  time  the  shoulder 
and  arm.  He  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  and  remained  on  the 
field  ten  days,  during  which  time  his  wounds 
were  not  dressed.  He  was  then  paroled  and 
taken  to  Chattanooga,  where  he  remained  in 
the  hospital   six    weeks;    was  then    taken    to 
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Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  and  two  weeks 
later  was  lurloiighed  and  came  home.  He 
remained  at  liome  until  May  7,  18G4,  when 
he  was  exchanged  and  ordered  to  report  at 
Camp  Cliase,  where  he  was  discharged  July 
25,  of  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Tibbitts  was  married,  in  March,  1866, 
to  Margaret  Ilardie,  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Bibby)  Hardie,  natives  of  Scot- 
land. She  was  born  near  Glasgow,  January 
14,  1846,  and  came  to  this  country  when  a 
child  with  her  parents.  The  family  resided 
two  and  a  half  years  in  Maryland,  when 
they  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  where  the 
mother  died  in  December,  1888,  and  the 
father  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Tibbitts  is  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tibbitts  have  one  son,  Ernest,  born  January 
18,  1867,  who  has  at  present  a  Government 
position  in  Washington,  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Mr.  Tibbitts  is  a  charter  member  of 
Charles  Ford  Post,  at  Galesville,  of  which  he 
is  now  Commander;  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  order  of  United  Workmen  Politically, 
he  was  formerly  a  Repulilican,  but  is  now 
identified  with  the  Prohibition  party.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tibbitts  are  numbered  among  the 
esteemed  citizens  of  Galesville.  In  their 
religious  views  they  are  liberal  and  progres- 
sive, and  ever  forward  in  whatever  tends  to 
promote  the  social  and  moral  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live. 

tENPtY  E.  GETTS.  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Whitehall  and  of 
Trempealeau  county,  engaged  in  grain 
buying  and  general  merchandising  in  tiie 
above  mentioned  village,  in  1875.  Mr. 
(■letts  is  also  present  owner  of  the  flouring 
mill  at  Whitehall.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
city    of  Philadelphia,  where   he  was  born  in 


1842.  There  his  father,  Andrew  Getts,  died  . 
In  1855  the  mother  emigrated  with  her 
family  to  Wisconsin,  residing  for  a  while  in 
Janesville;  they  went  thence  to  Juneau  coun- 
ty and  thence  to  La  Crosse. 

In  1869  the  subject  of  this  sketch  engaged 
in  business  in  North  La  Crosse  with  Mr.  J. 
P.  Canterbury.  They  did  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, dealing  in  grain,  flour,  provisions,  feed, 
groceries,  etc.  They  had  also  a  branch  busi- 
ness at  Midway.  In  1871  Mr.  Getts  and  his 
partner  divided  their  business  interests,  the 
former  continuing  to  do  business  at  La 
Crosse  till  1875,  when  lie  located  at  White- 
hall. Mr.  Lambert  was  associated  in  busi- 
ness with  Mr.  Getts  in  Whitehall  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1880;  then  the 
latter  continued  alone  for  a  time,  when  he 
was  joined  by  Mr.  O.  P.  Larsen.  Mr.  Getts 
has  long  been  the  principal  stock  and  grain 
buyer  of  Whitehall.  lie  also  erected  a  ware- 
house at  Eleva,  formerly  New  Chicago.  11  is 
son  is  associated  in  business  with  him  at  that 
point.  The  family  of  Mr.  Getts  consisted  of 
four  brothers  and  two  sisters;  one  of  the 
latter  is  deceased.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  1). 
Knox,  of  La  Crosse;  John  is  a  farmer  of 
Trempealeau  county,  with  whom  the  mother 
resides;  Margaret  married  Mr.  C.  J.  Lam- 
bert; both  she  and  her  husband  are  deceased; 
George  is  a  farmer  of  Trempealeau  county, 
and  is  unmarried;  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  next  in  age.  Albert,  the  youngest,  is 
a  farmer  and  resides  in  Dakota. 

Mr.  Henry  Getts  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  Lambert,  a  sister  of  Iiis  ft)r- 
mer  partner  in  business.  They  have  three 
children, — two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The 
eldest,  Edmund  C,  is  a  graduate  of  the  La- 
Crosse  high  school,  and  has  charge  of  the 
business  at  Eleva;  Estelle  Blanche,  their 
only  daughter,  is  now  (1891)  a  student  at  the 
Rockford     (III.)     Female      Seminary;     their 
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second  son  is  Herliert  E.  Mr.  Getts,  as  al- 
ready stated,  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Trempealeau  county.  The  success  to 
which  he  has  attained  is  due  to  energy  and 
business  ability.  He  is  recognized  as  an  en- 
terprising and  progressive  citizen. 

In  his  political  aflilliatious  Mr.  Getts  is  a 
Republican.  He  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864. 

-^/^/^■^^,-'^^^'^/^ 

fVEN  EKERN  is  one  of  the  leading 
general  merchants  at  Whitehall,  where 
he  engaged  in  business  in  1885,  be- 
coming associated  with  L.  L.  Solsrud,  with 
whom  he  continued  four  years,  when  he 
bought  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  has 
been  alone  in  business  since  that  time.  Mr. 
Ekern  has  a  general  and  very  complete  stock 
of  goods. 

He  was  born  in  Norway,  December  8, 
1838.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  the  subject  of  this  sketcli  remained 
at  home  till  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  military  service  as  the  servant  of 
an  officer.  He  remained  in  the  army  for 
eight  years,  spending  live  year?  of  this  time 
in  Christiauia,  the  capital  of  his  native 
country.  On  the  expiration  of  his  time  in 
the  army,  he  returned  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  purchased  a  farm  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  t\V(.«  years  later  or  in 
May,  1869,  he  started  for  America.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Ekern  had  died  wiiile  he  was 
in  tlie  army,  and  when  he  returned  to  his 
liome  the  remaiiidci-  of  the  ^^araily,  consist- 
ing of  five  chihlren,  had  all  come  to  America, 
though  they  had  emigrated  at  different  times. 
On  arriving  in  this  country,  the  subject  of 
tliis  sketch  went  directly  to  La  Crosse.  For 
about  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  work  at 
different   kinds  of   labor,  and  then   l)oucr]it  a 


farm  in  the  town  of  Pigeon,  Trempealeau 
county,  which  he  improved.  He  first  bought 
liut  eighty  acres,  but  later  added  thereto  until 
he  had  280  acres.  The  farm,  which  he  still 
owns,  now  contains  225  acres.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent farm  and  well  improved.  Peter  and 
Anton  Ekern,  well  known  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Pigeon,  are  brothers  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  father  returned  to  Nor- 
way in  1872,  where  he  has  since  died. 

Mr.  Even  Ekern  was  married  in  the  town 
of  Pigeon  in  187-4,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Grims- 
rod.  a  native  of  Norway,  but  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  when  ten  years  of 
age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ekern  have  seven  chil- 
dren,— three  sous  and  four  daughters,  viz.: 
Herman  L.,  Lawrence  M.,  Lena  Z.,  Emil  A., 
Alice  (^.,  Helga  and  Kuth.  They  lost  a  son, 
their  third  child,  Emil.  at  the  age  of  two  and 
a  half  years.  Mr.  Ekern  is  one  of  the  well 
known  and  prosperous  business  men  of 
Whitehall.  He  has  acquired  his  property  by 
his  own  exertions  and  is  esteemed  as  an  up- 
right, lionorable  citizen.. 

fEORGE  HUBER,  of  Fountain  City, 
Wisconsin,  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Eagle  Mill,  near  the  city.  He  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  Buffalo  county,  this  State, 
February  8,  1858.  Casper  Huber,  his  father, 
is  one  of  the  pioneers  nf  the  county,  and  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  extensive  farm- 
ers and  stock-raisers  here.  He  was  born  in 
Wtirttemberg,  Germany,  January  5. 1819,  and 
his  wife,  nee  Rosa  Bauman,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Cincinnati,  was  l>orn 
in  Switzerland,  in    1835. 

Casper  Huber  left  his  native  country  and 
lauded  in  New  York  in  1849,  from  there 
going  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  obtained 
work  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  shoemaker.      He 
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subsequently  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
continued  work  at  his  trade  six  years.  In 
1855  he  carae  to  Wiscotisiii  and  located  at 
Buffalo.  Here  for  four  years  he  furnished 
the  supply  of  boots  and  shoes  for  Charles 
Schaettle's  store.  He  then  took  up  a  home- 
stead of  forty  acres,  in  Belvidere  townsiiip, 
and  at  once  began  improving  it.  He  has 
since  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  increased  the  size 
of  his  farm  until  he  now  has  500  acres,  200 
of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  Republican,  but  now  supports  the 
Democratic  party.  The  nine  children  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  are  Gustav,  Robert, 
George,  Henry,  Albert,  Charles,  Ferdinand, 
Salina  wife  of  John  Lindned,  and  Emilia, 
wife  of  J-  L.  Mourning. 

George  Huber  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age,  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  public 
school  and  the  high  school  at  Fountain  City. 
He  then  went  to  Alden,  Minnesota,  and  for 
two  years  clerked  in  a  dry-goods  store,  after 
which  he  clerked  for  Charles  Schaettle,  of 
Alma,  for  three  years.  Then,  during  the 
next  three  years,  he  and  his  brother  Henry 
successfully  conducted  a  hotel  at  Alma. 
After  that  he  opened  a  hotel  at  Mondovi, 
called  the  Commercial  House,  which  he  ran 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  In  the  spring  of 
1887  he  came  to  Fountain  City  and  leased 
the  Behlmer  House,  and  conducted  the  same 
for  three  years.  Before  his  lease  was  out, 
June  15,  1889,  in  company  with  Herman  A. 
Schultze,  he  purchased  the  Eagle  Mill.  A 
year  later  Mr.  Schultze  sold  his  interest  to 
Paul  Huefner,  and  since  that  time  the  tirm  has 
been  Huefner  &  Huber. 

The  Eagle  Mill  was  erected  about  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  and  is  located  on  a  little 
stream  that  empties  into  the  Mississippi.     It 
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was  at  first  operated  with  two  run  of  stone, 
in  1886  the  roller  process  was  put  in,  and 
under  the  present  proprietorship  it  has  been 
entirely  remodeled,  now  having  eight  sets  of 
rollers  and  a  capacity  of  100  barrels  per  day. 
The  water  has  a  fall  of  seven  feet,  and  three 
turbine  wheels  are  used.  Their  principal 
brand  is  "Straight,"  and  their  market  chiefly 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  Tiiey  have  ex- 
cellent facilities  for  transportation  and  a 
steady  demand  for  their  product.  Mr.  Huber 
takes  entire  charge  of  his  milling  interests 
and  by  his  skilful  management  and  business 
ability  has  been  financially  successful. 

He  was  married,  in  Alma,  August  9, 1884, 
to  Emma  Gebhardt,  who  was  born  and  reaied 
in  Cincinnati.  Her  father,  William  Geb- 
hardt, was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  her 
mother  was  born  in  Switzerland.  Both  are 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huber  have  four 
children:  George  W.,  Charles  E.,  Elmer  and 
Roy  P.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


fOHN  YOUCHEM,  another  one  of  the 
leading  young  farmers  of  Buffalo  county. 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, January  28,  18^.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  city  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  at  which  trade  he  became  profi- 
cient. Coming  North  to  Buffalo  county,  Wis- 
consin, he  located  at  Fountain  City  and  there 
continued  work  at  his  trade. 

He  was  married  there,  ^larch  1,  1879,  to 
Christiana,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mar- 
o-aret  Buehler,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children:  John,  Lee,    Paul  and   Colonel. 

In  1890,"  having  purchased,  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law.  Christian  Buehler, 
the  farm  mentioned  in  the  hitter's  biography. 
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he  moved  his  sliop  to  it,  and  is  now  carrying 
on  blacksmithing  in  connection  witli  their 
farming  operations.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  blacksmiths  in  Buffalo  county. 
Like  Mr.  Buehler,  he  is  public-spirited  and 
enterprising,  and  has  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics,  he 
is  Democratic. 


tNDREW  EKERN.  M.  D.,  of  Alma, 
Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb- 
,.,.-  ruary  2,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Olive  Ekern.  His  father  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  old  country.  In  1867  the 
family  came  to  the  United  States  and  located 
in  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
remained  one  year,  and  from  that  place  re- 
moved to  Pigeon  Falls,  Trempealeau  county. 
There  the  father  is  still  living,  engaged  in 
tlie  mercantile  and  milling  business;  also  has 
a  creamery.  Peter  Ekern  and  his  wife  have 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Ludwig,  Han- 
nah, Andrew,  Minnie,  now  Mrs.  B.  M.  Slet- 
teland,  of  Pigeon  Falls;  Josephine,  Emma, 
Hilda,  and  Hilda  (2).  All  are  living  except 
Hanna  and  Hilda  (1). 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  Ekern  was  spent  at 
home  with  his  jiarents.  In  1879  he  entered 
Galesville  University  and  remained  their  two 
years.  Subsequently  he  attended  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  After 
finishing  his  course  there  he  entered  Rush 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  graduated 
in  that  institution  February  1.5  1887.  He 
was  then  located  temporarily  at  Wliitehall, 
Wisconsin,  for  a  few  months,  from  whence 
he  went  to  Hatton,  North  Dakota,  where  he 
practiced  his  profession  one  year.  He  then 
removed  to  Alma,  Wisconsin,  and  located 
permanently.  Since  coming  here  he  has 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  enjoys 


the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  physicians  in  this  part  of 
the  country. 

Dr.  Ekern  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge 
of  Alma,  No.  184,  of  which  he  is  Senior 
Warden;  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen,  Lone  Pine  Camp,  No.  760,  in 
which  he  holds  the  position  of  Escort.  The 
Doctor  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

In  reference  to  his  family  history,  it 
should  be  further  stated  that  his  father's 
brothers  and  sisters  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  are  now  scattered  in  vari- 
ous States.  Their  names  are  as  follows: 
Evan,  of  Whitehall,  Wisconsin;  Anthane, 
of  Pigeon  Falls,  same  State;  Martin, of  Flan- 
dreau.  South  Dakota;  Rundena,  now  Mrs. 
E.  Klebo;  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Shultz,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

»-<"^^«J*|.-^ 

fOHN  A.  PRESTEGAARDEN  resides 
on  section  26  in  the  town  of  Sumner, 
where  he  settled  in  1870,  making  his 
location  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and 
obtaining  his  original  farm  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. His  farm  of  210  acres  was  wholly 
unimproved  when  he  bought  it,  but^  he  sub- 
dued the  soil  and  now  has  it  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  well-to-do  and  influential  farmers  of  this 
section.  Mr.  Prestegaarden  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, in  1815,  and  there  passed  his  early  life, 
coming  to  the  United  States  in  1867.  He 
went  directly  to  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  there  made  his  home  for  three  years,  and 
then  came  to  Trempealeau  county,  whither 
his  fathei-,  who  emigrated  from  Norway,  iu 
1868,  had  previously  removed  in  1869.  His 
father  also  obtained  land  of  the  Government; 
and  his  fine  farm  of  120  acres  adjoins  that 
of  his  son.     John  Prestegaarden  is  the  only 
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son  of  his  parents,  but  he  has  five  sisters. 
He  is  married  and  has  an  adopted  daughter. 
He  is  one  of  the  industrious  and  substantial 
farmers  of  tlie  town  of  Sumner  and  is 
esteemed  as  au  honest,  upright  citizen. 


tORANZ  DITESSENDORFER  was  born 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  June  20,  1826. 
Ilis  parents,  Fred  and  Rarbara  (Arnet) 
Duessendorfer,  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  the 
former  born  in  1790,  and  the  latter  in  1800. 
His  fatiier  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Young  Loranz  lived  at  home  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  worked 
out  until  he  was  twenty-  two.  At  that  time 
he  entered  the  Bavarian  army,  ami  was  in  the 
■  Schleswig-Holstein  war.  1848-'49.  While 
in  the  service  he  was  accidentally  wounded 
by  a  fall.  He  was  the  first  one  to  reach  a 
fort  which  they  stormed,  and,  after  reaching 
it,  accidently  fell  from  the  battlements,  the 
fall  disabling  him  for  life.  He  was  discharged 
without  a  pension,  and  subsequently  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States.  After  a  voyage 
of  forty-seven  days,  he  landed  in  New 
Orleans,  in  June,  1852.  A  few  days  later  he 
came  by  steamboat  up  to  Biiflalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  stopped  at  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Stone  House,  on  the  Mississippi.  The 
country  was  then  wild  and  full  of  Indians. 
Mr.  Diiessendorfer  engaged  in  getting  out 
wood  for  the  steamboats  and  followed  that 
Inisiness  for  about  twenty  years.  In  1865  he 
bought  120  acres  of  land  in  section  15,  town- 
ship 19,  range  11  west,  upon  which  he  began 
making  improvements.  He  subsequently 
purchased  from  the  State  160  acres  of  timber 
land  upon  the  bluflp,  which  he  has  cleared  and 
developed  into  an  elegant  farm.  His  chief 
crop  on  it  is  wheat  and  oats.  His  son  attends 
to  the  farm  work,  and    he  is  now   giving  his 


attention  to  the  cultivation  of  trees  and  vines. 
He  has  aliout  thirty  kinds  of  grapes,  ainl  bus 
iieen  very  successful  in  this   line  of   business. 

From  the  time  of  his  first  setthuiu-nt  here, 
Mr.  Duessendorfer  h:is  heen  pniminent  in 
local  affairs.  He  helpi'il  to  build  the  first 
road  that  was  made  in  the  county,  the  one 
leading  from  Fountain  City  down  to  the 
Stone  House.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Ciiurch,  and  in  politics  affiliates  witli 
the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Duessendorfer  was  marrieil  at  Galena, 
June  15,  1853,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Fritz 
and  Kate  (Schneider)  Schneider.  Following 
is  the  issue  from  this  union:  John,  a  resident 
of  Arcadia;  Andrew,  a  blacksmith,  Fountain 
City;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months;  Fred,  foreman  in  a  sawmill  at  Wi- 
nona, Minnesota;  Mary,  Anna,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  Loranz,  a  farmer; 
Lizzie,  wife  of  Fred  Roettiger;  and  Barbara. 
After  many  years  of  liappy  married  life,  his 
companion  was  suddenly  called  to  her  reward 
above,  September  29,  1890. 

fHRISTIAN  BUEHLER,  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  promising  young  farm- 
ers of  Cross  township,  Buffalo  county, 
Wisconsin,  was  l)orn  in  this  township.  Fel)- 
ruary  13,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Christian 
and  Margaret  (Troug)  Buehler,  natives  of 
Switzerland.  The  elder  Mr.  Buehler  was 
born  December  10,  1815.  and  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife  died  in  1856.  leaving  one 
child.  His  second  wife.  Margaret,  whn  was 
born  February  21,  1827.  and  who  is  still 
living,  b(>re  him  six  children,  namely:  Chris- 
tiana, who  married  .lohti  Youchem;  Chris- 
tian, Emma,  wle)  married  Herman  Heitman; 
Anna.  Minnie,  who  married  Herman  Frey, 
of     Waumanilee;    and     luise.      Mr.    Ibiehler 
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irainigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1854, 
landing  in  New  York,  coming  direct  from 
there  to  Bnffalo  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
locating  in  Crosse  township.  Here  he  pur- 
chased land  in  sections  6  and  31,  and  at  once 
began  its  improvement.  He  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  this  township,  and  died  at  the 
old  homestead,  December  23,  1888. 

Christian  Biiehler,  the  subject  of  onr 
sketch  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1890, 
in  partnership  with  his  brotherin-law,  John 
Youchem,  lie  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides.  They  have  298  acres,  of 
which  about  100  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
He  is  turning  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
blooded  stock, — both  cattle  and  horses, — and 
intends  to  make  a  specialty  of  this  business. 
A  man  of  push  and  energy,  he  makes  a  suc- 
cess of  whatever  he  undertakes. 

Mr.  Buehler  was  Assessor  uf  the  town  of 
Cross  two  terms,  1881-'82;  in  1884-'85 
was  Town  Clerk,  and  was  elected  to  that 
office  the  tliird  time  in  1891;  has  been  School 
Treasurer  the  past  three  years;  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1889,  and  served  one 
year.  In  politics  he  is  an  enthusiastic  Re- 
publican, of  which  party  his  father  also  was 
a  supporter.  Mr.  Buehler  was  prominently 
mentioned  for  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
but  would  not  consent  to  be  nominated,  as  he 
wished  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  farming 
interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Wauniandee  Camp, 
JSTo.  754. 


■NTON  N.FRENG,  the  chairman  of  the 
Town  Board  of  Sumner  in  1891,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Trempealeau  county 
^ince  1879.  He  resides  on  section  27,  in  the 
town  (if   Sumner,  wbere  he  owns  a  well   im- 


proved farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  was  born 
in  Norway,  July  31,  1852.  His  father  was 
Nels  Freng.  In  1873  the  family,  consisting 
of  parents  and  their  son,  Anton  N.,  came  to 
the  United  States.  Another  son,  Henry, 
preceded  them  to  this  country  and  now  re- 
sides at  Spokane  Falls,  Washington.  These 
mentioned  constituted  tiie  entire  family.  On 
coming  to  this  country  they  located  at  once 
in  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  where  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  learned  the  trade  of  painting  with 
Mr.  John  Edwards,  of  that  city  and  was  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  in  La  Crosse  county  for 
about  live  years.  The  father  came  to  Trem- 
pealeau county  in  1885  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Sumner,  where  he  still  lives.  The 
mother  is  deceased. 

In  1879  the  subject  of  this  sketch  also 
took  up  his  residence  in  this  county.  He 
bouglit  his  present  farm  in  1882.  It 
was  then  totally  unimproved,  being  wild 
land.  He  now  has  a  tine  farm,  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation.  By  industry  and 
good  management  he  has  paid  for  his  home 
and  is  numbered  among  the  suljstantial  citi- 
zetis  of  his  town.  He  was  married  in  Trem- 
pealeau county,  in  1880,  to  Louise  Peterson,  a 
native  of  Norway.  They  have  four  children: 
Bernt,  Peter,  Lena  and  Albert,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Trempealeau  county.  As  stated 
Mr.  Freng  is  the  present  chairman  of  his 
town.  He  was  for  six  years  its  Assessor.  He 
possesses  the  contidence  of  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a  man  of  integrity.  Beginning  life  a  poor 
boy,  he  secured  his  present  material  posses- 
sions by  industry  and  good   management. 


'-t^^S^- 


||NDREW  W.  ANDERSON    resides  on 
section  26,  town  of  Lincoln,  where    he 
settled  in  1870,  when  but  little  improve- 
ment   had     been     made     there.       Mr.     An- 
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derson  was  bom  in  1836.  In  1848  his 
father,  Gilbert  Anderson,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  with  his  family,  except  the 
subject  of  tills  sketch,  who  came  six  years 
later.  The  family  settled  in  the  town  of  Blue 
Mound  iu  Dane  county,  Wisconsin.  The 
family  made  their  home  tiiere  until  the  year 
1870,  when  they  came  to  Trempealeau 
county.  Here  the  parents  lived  till  death. 
In  1854  Mr.  Andrew  W.  Anderson,  who  was 
the  only  one  of  the  family  who  had  ren^ained 
in  Norway,  came  to  this  country.  He  went 
to  Dane  county,  where  the  family  was  livini^. 
There  he  remained  until  1859.  At  this  time 
the  gold  excitement  at  Pike's  Peak  was  at  its 
height,  and  Mr.  Anderson  with  many  others 
decided  to  go  to  that  place.  He  numbered 
one  of  a  party  of  five  young  men  who  started 
from  Dane  county,  and  all  reached  Denver  in 
safety.  He  continued  in  Denver  engaged  in 
work  till  the  spring  of  1863,  when  iu  com- 
pany of  live,  though  not  the  company  who 
had  gone  with  him  to  Denver,  started  with 
team  and  wagon  for  Virginia  city,  Nevada, 
but  on  reaching  that  place  decided  to  con- 
tinue to  San  Francisco,  which  they  reached 
in  safety  after  a  long  and  eventful  journey.  He 
stayed  there  until  spring  of  1864,  and  then  he 
went  to  Boise  City,  Idaho,  where  he  stayed  a 
short  time,  when  the  excitement  occurred  re- 
garding the  Alder  Creek]Mines  in  Montana, 
when  he  left  there  and  went  to  what  is  now 
Helena,  Montana;  there  he  remained  until 
1870,  when  he  returned;  going  from  Helena 
to  Fort  Benton,  he  descended  the  Missouri 
river  on  a  steamer  to  Sioux  City,  when  he 
crossed  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  thus  returned 
home.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Dane  county; 
he  came  here  and  brought  his  lather's  family 
with  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  oldest  son 
and  the  oldest  but  one  of  his  father's  family. 
Mr.  Anderson  bought  his  farm  of  Elder  Aid- 


rich.  He  has  160  acres.  He  was  married 
in  1870  to  Julia  Evenson,  native  of  Norway. 
They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Clara  Sol  • 
berg.  ilr.  Anderson  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  his  town.  He  has  a  pleasant 
home,  etc.  He  has  had  much  experience  with 
the  world.  His  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast  in 
the  early  days,  before  the  railroad  had  crossed 
the  continent,  was  fraught  with  events  and 
incidents  of  mucii  interest.  In  his  political 
atliliations  Mr.  Amlerson,  as  is  the  en- 
tire family,  is  a  Rppul)lican,  and  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  numbered  among  the  progress- 
ive and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Trempea- 
leau county. 

LLAN  B.  CASWELL,  of  the  town  of 
Hale,  resides  on  section  17,  town  23, 
range  7  west,  where  he  settled  in  1868. 
He  was  l)orn  in  Erie  county.  New  York,  in 
1839.  His  father,  Noah  B.  Caswell,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  The  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Jefferson,  died  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  later  the  fatlier  came 
West  and  died  at  the  iiome  of  his  son. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  in  this 
county  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  South  as  far  as  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
but  returned  home  and  later  went  to  Illinois, 
and  thence  to  Missouri.  In  1862  he  again 
returned  to  his  native  State,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  in  Com])any  H,  Second  New 
York  Mounted  RiHes,  but  served  with  the 
command  to  which  he  belonged,  for  the  first 
year,  as  infantry.  He  went  with  his  com- 
mand from  Buffalo  to  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  where  the  regiment  was  drilled 
and  joined  Ceneral  Grant's  army  soon  after 
the  battle  of  the   Wilderness.     The  first  bat- 
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tie  in  wLicL  lie  took  pai't  was  Spott-sylvania, 
and  thereafter  was  in  all  of  the  principal  bat- 
tles of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  Lee 
surrendered.  He  took  part  in  the  assault  on 
Petersburg,  and  fought  with  his  regiment 
dismounted  at  Diuwiddie,  where  he  was 
severely  injured.  This  was  the  last  battle  in 
which  he  participated.  He  was  discharged 
September,  1865,  and  came  West  soon  after. 
He  resided  in  La  Crosse  county  until  1868, 
since  which  time  he  has  lieen  a  resident  of 
Trempealeau  county. 

lie  was  married  in  Missouri  in  1860,  to 
Susan  Fry.  They  have  six  children,  two 
boys  and  four  girls.  Mr.  Caswell's  farm  con- 
tains 240  acres.  He  is  a  well-known  citizen 
of  this  town;  he  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  is  respected  as  an 
honorable  citizen. 


§AY1D  MALOXEY  resides  on  section 
28,  in  the  town  of  Hale,  Trempealeau 
•^  county,  his  farm  being  on  sections  20, 
21,  28  and  29.  Mr.  Maloney  has  resided 
here  since  1S67,  making  the  first  improve- 
ments on  his  place,  and  was  one  of  the  tirst 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Hale. 
He  was  born  in  county  Cork,  Ireland,  in 
1830,  and  came  to  America  with  his  father's 
family  in  1846,  just  on  the  eve  of  the  great 
famine  of  the  Emerald  Isle  of  184()-'47.  the 
family  being  sulfei-ers  in  the  early  part  of 
that  great  affliction  that  befell  their  native 
land.  The  father  settled  with  his  family  in 
Ilulyoke,  Massachusetts,  removing  thence  to 
South  Hadley,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  lived  until  1856,  the  parents  continu- 
ing tlieJr  residence  there  until  their  death. 
The  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Mary  resides  at  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patrick  in  South  Hadley,  and 
Kate  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


In  1856  Dayid  Maloney  left  New  England, 
and  coming  to  "Wisconsin  settled  in  Adams 
county,  where  he  resided  until  1867,  when 
he  came  to  Trempealeau  county  and  located 
on  his  present  farm.  He  was  married  in 
Massachusetts,  to  Margaret  Warner.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters:  Katheritie  is  the 
wife  of  A.  G.  Pucholtz,  of  Whitehall,  Trem- 
pealeau county;  Mary  married  Marvin  Rora- 
back,  of  section  22,  town  of  Hale;  Esther  is 
the  wife  of  George  Ellson,  of  Soutli  Dakota; 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Harrington,  of 
South  Dakota;  James  is  the  older  son,  and 
next  to  Mary  in  order  of  birth;  the  second 
son  is  named  David,  after  his  father. 

David  Maloney,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  one  of  the  well-known  and  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Trempealeau  county.  He  began  life 
poor,  and  by  industry,  economy  and  good 
management  has  acquired  a  competence.  He 
and  his  son  James  own  about  600  acres  of 
land,  and  he  is  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
of  life.  When  he  located  where  he  now 
lives,  all  was  new  and  settlers  were  far  apart, 
and  he  endured  all  the  hardships  incident  to 
a  pioneer  life,  as  he  himself  states  in  the  in- 
terview from  which  these  facts  were  obtained. 
He  and  family  used  scarcely  a  dollar's  worth 
of  groceries  duriug  the  iirst  year  of  their  resi- 
dence here.  This  shows  most  emphatically 
the  difKeulties  which  he  labored  under.  Ho 
has  now  liecome  not  only  one  of  the  sulistan- 
tial  citizens  of  the  county  financially,  luit  is 
esteemed  and  respected  as  an  upi-ight  and 
honest  citizen. 


l^EV.  AUGUST  BABINSKI  is  the  present 
f^\  pastor  ot  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul's  Church 
"^1  at  Independence.  The  church  building 
was   erected  in   1875   by  Rev.    H.   Klimecki, 
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who  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  first  resi- 
dent priest,  as  a  small  priest's  residence  was 
1)11  ilt  that  year  and  was  occupied  by  the  above 
mentioned  priest.  The  church  was  dedi- 
cated March  7,  1875,  by  Bishop  Heiss,  then 
of  La  Crosse.  Father  Klimecki  was  pastor 
of  the  church  until  May  10,  1882,  hut  he  did 
not  continue  his  residence  here  until  the  cnil  I 
of  that  time,  a  parsonage  having  been  erected  j 
at  North  Creek,  and  he  took  up  his  residence  I 
there  and  attended  at  Independence  once  in 
two  weeks.  This  priest  is  now  at  Williams- 
bridge,  Westchester  county,  New  York.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  D.  Majer,  who  at- 
tended the  church  at  Independence  from  May 
10,  1882,  until  March  19,  1883,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  first  permanent  resident 
priest,  Rev.  A.  Waruagires,  who  remained 
until  November  30, 1885,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Father  R.  Tomaszewski,  who  remained 
till  March  20,  1888.  Then  came  Rev.  R.  L. 
Guzowski,  who  continued  until  February  20, 
1890.  From  February  20  until  September 
3  of  the  same  year,  the  church  was  attended 
by  Father  Kroll,  from  North  Creek,  where 
he  still  continues.  Then  came  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Babinski.  The  present  fine 
brick  parsonage  was  built  in  1889,  and  in 
December,  1890,  the  old  parsonage  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Sisters.  In  connection 
with  the  church  is  a  fine  parochial  school 
building,  which  is  a  solid  brick  structure. 
The  annual  school  enrollinent  is  about  120 
pupils. 

Father  Bahinski,  the  efficient  and  popular 
pastor  of  his  church,  is  a  native  of  Poland- 
and  was  educated  in  the  German  gymnasiums 
and  universities,  and  received  his  theologi- 
cal education  at  the  American  College  at 
Louvain,  in  Belgium.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  188G,  and  was  first  located 
at  Humbird  and  Junction  City,  and  thru  in 
Independence.      Feather   i>abinski  has  a  large 


congregation,  numbering  about  250  families, 
all  of  whom  are  Polish,  with  piM-luips  oiij  or 
two  exceptions. 

mOUIS  BARNITZ  resides  on  section  29, 
'm/fi  in  the  town  of  Gale,  where  he  settled  in 
%P^  1858.  The  first  improvements  on  this 
place  were  made  by  Henry  Feeker.  Still  but 
little  had  Iteen  done  on  the  place,  Mr.  Bar- 
nitz  iiaving  made  nearly  all  his  improvements. 
Mr.  Barnitz  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
in  1823.  His  fatlier,  Gotleib  Barnitz,  never 
came  to  America,  but  continued  to  live  in 
tlie  old  country  until  his  death.  Mr.  Louis 
Barnitz  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855, 
and  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's  family  who 
ever  came  to  America.  There  are  three 
brothers  and  two  sisters  in  the  family,  all  of 
whom  but  the  subject  of  this  sketch  still  live 
in  Germany.  On  coming  to  America  Mr. 
Barnitz  landed  at  Quebec  and  went  thence  to 
Niagara  county.  New  York,  where  he  stayed 
about  one  year,  and  the  follow!  tig  year,  1856, 
he  went  to  Woodstock,  Illinois,  and  in  1858 
came  to  Trempealeau  county.  Mr.  Barnitz 
was  married  in  Illinois  to  Miss  Laura  Empe, 
a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Rose  Empe.  Mrs. 
Barnitz  was  born  in  Germany,  her  father 
died  when  she  was  a  child  and  later  her 
mother  also  died  in  Germany.  In  1S54  Mrs. 
Barnitz  came  to  America.  She  went  directly 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  she  was 
married  to  Mr.  Barnitz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
nitz have  four  children,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  viz.:  Adelia,  Frank,  Louis  and 
Bruno.  They  lost  a  boy  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Barnitz  is  the  only  one  of  her  father's  family 
wiio  ever  came  to  America.  She  had  three 
brothers:  Carl,  Fritz  and  August.  The  two 
oldest  died,  leaving  families.  .Vugnst,  tiie 
only  surviving  brother,  is  married,  hut  has  no 
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children.  Mr.  Barnitz  is  one  of  the  indus- 
trious and  substantial  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Gale.  He  has  400  acres  of  land.  He  and 
wife  have  a  pleasant  liome  and  are  respected 
by  their  neighbors  as  kind  and  intelligent 
people. 

■  ILLIAM  DICK,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 36,  in  the  town  of  Gale,  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Trempealeau 
county,  the  time  of  his  coming  having  been 
the  fall  of  1853.  Mr.  Dick  was  born  in  Ayr- 
shire, Scotland,  in  1822.  His  father,  Qiiin- 
ton  Dick,  was  a  native  of  the  same  part  of 
Scotland,  where  lie  resided  until  his  death. 
The  mother  of  Mr.  Dick  was  Jane  McMur- 
try.  Quinton  Dick  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  nearly  all  of 
whom  have  now  passed  away. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in 
Scotland  to  Rosanna  Neill.  In  1851  Mr. 
Dick  and  wife  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Maryland.  After  residing  in  that  State  about 
two  years,  he,  with  others  of  his  countrymen 
residing  there,  decided  to  go  West  and 
started  for  Wisconsin  with  tiieir  families, 
without  any  definite  idea  as  to  wiiere  they 
would  settle,  ilr.  Dick  and  family  were 
accompanied  by  the  following  men  and  their 
families,  viz.:  David  Cook,  John  Irvine  and 
John  Hunter.  A  single  man  named  James 
Phillips  also  accompanied  them.  On  arriv- 
ing in  La  Crosse  the  men  left  their  families, 
while  they  explored  the  country  tor  a  loca- 
tion. After  looking  about  for  some  time 
they  decided  to  settle  on  what  was  known 
and  is  still  known  as  Decora's  Prairie,  a 
beautiful  valley  in  the  south  part  of  the  town 
of  Gale  in  Trempealeau  county.  Here  they 
settled  and  made  farms  and  liere  the  families 
are  still  living,  though   Mr.  Irvine  and  wife, 


and  Mr.  Hunter  and  wife  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Phillips  never  made  a  permanent  settle- 
ment but  is  now  said  to  be  living  in  Clark 
county.  Mr.  Dick  settled  on  a  quarter-sec- 
tion of  this  beautiful  prairie  land,  which  he 
afterwards  increased  to  500  acres,  and  which  is 
still  owned  by  himself  and  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  six  daughters:  Elizabeth, 
the  eldest,  married  Duncan  Grant  and  died 
on  June  6,  1883,  leaving  seven  children,  one 
of  whom  died  soon  after  the  death  of  the 
mother;  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dick  is  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Grant;  John  is  third  in  order  of  age;  Mar- 
garet is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bon;  Agnes  is  the 
wife  of  James  Irvine;  Ellen  is  now  Mrs.  My- 
ron B.  Gibson,  and  Mary  married  James  W. 
Wilson;  William,  the  youngest  son,  lives  at 
the  homestead. 

Mr.  William  Dick  and  wife,  as  has  been 
seen,  are  among  the  pioneers  of  Trempealeau 
county:  coming  here  when  the  country  was 
wild  and  new,  they  have  witnessed  tiie  im- 
provements of  nearly  forty  years,  and  are 
numbered  among  the  well-known  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  Trempealeau  county. 


EA'NIS  LAWLER  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Trempealeau  count}'. 
His  home  is  on  section  24,  in  the  town 
of  Unity.  Mr.  Lawler  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  Rathfarnam,  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1823.  His  father,  Martin  Law- 
ler, was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny. 
His  mother,  Frances  E.  Green,  was  born  in 
Dublin.  Mr.  Lawler  is  descended  from  an 
old,  honorable  and  well-known  Irish  family, 
and  is  able  to  trace  his  ancestry  back  through 
the  long  space  of  700  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  the 
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business  of  a  cloth-dresser,  his  father  being  a 
cloth-weaver.  For  many  generations  the 
Lawlers  were  connected  with  the  woolen 
manufactnring  business.  The  repeal  of  the 
protective  tarifl'on  Irish  manufactured  goods, 
Mr.  Lawler  believes  was  the  death  blow  to 
the  vital  interests  of  Ireland,  woolen  manu- 
facturing having  ceased  to  become  a  paying 
business  interest  in  Ireland.  The  Lawier  fam- 
ily, in  1837,  removed  to  Yorkshire,  England, 
and  re-engaged  in  their  former  occupation  of 
manufacturing.  In  1846,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  to  Catherine  Brown. 

He  had  long  entertained  the  thought  of 
coming  to  America,  and  in  February,  1850, 
attempted  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect. 
He  bad  not  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  pas- 
sage of  his  wife  and  only  child,  and  so  left 
them  behind  until  he  could  secure  a  home 
for  them  somewhere  in  the  new  world.  He 
accordingly  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  the 
American  vessel  Forest  State,  cotnmanded  by 
Captain  Polaster;  but  the  vessel  was  not  des- 
tined to  reach  an  American  port  in  safety. 
The  Forest  State  was  wrecked  off  the  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  and  having  lost  all  the 
masts  was  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and 
the  waters  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  The  latter 
started  the  disabled  vessel  l)ack  toward  the 
European  coast,  before  reaching  which,  how- 
ever, they  were  rescued  by  a  pilot  vessel;  one 
of  the  pilots  took  command  and  carried  the 
vessel  safely  back  to  Cork.  On  learning  of 
his  misfortune  and  of  his  return  to  Cork,  his 
former  employer  sent  him  money  to  pay  his 
way  back  to  Yorkshire.  He  had  at  first  been 
loth  to  let  him  go,  and  now  increased  his 
wages  to  twenty-two  shillings  per  week:  so  he 
continued  in  Yorkshire  until  1857,  when  he 
again  started  for  the  United  States.  His 
increased  wages  had  enabled  him  to  save  some 
money,  and  he  now  took  with  him  his  wife 
and  their  two  children,  and  was   also   accom-  I 


panied  by  his  brother-in-law,  Edward  Brown. 
They  landed  in  New  York  on  the  3d  of 
September,  haxing  sailed  on  the  good  ship 
Manhattan  from  Liverpool,  on  August  2. 
The  passage  of  himself  and  family  had  been 
paid  to  Chicago,  to  which  place  the  party  at 
once  proceeded,  via  the  Pittsburg  &  P'ort 
Wayne  Railroad.  The  party  continued  di- 
rectly to  Beef  River  Station  in  Eau  Claire 
county,  where  another  brother-in-law,  John 
E.  Brown,  was  living,  going  to  Prairie  du 
Chien  by  railroad,  thence  up  the  Mississippi 
to  La  Crosse,  by  stage  to  Black  River  Falls. 
At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Lawler  met  an  Eng- 
lishman named  Dukesbury,  whom  he  hired 
for  $6  to  take  him  to  Beef  River  Station,  a 
distance  of  about  thirty  miles.  His  English 
friend  also  entertained  him  with  a  night's 
lodging,  and  Mr.  Lawler  finally  reached  his 
destination  with  himself  and  family  in  good 
condition.  There  they  spent  a  hard  winter, 
Mr.  Lawler  working  for  the  food  consumed 
by  himself  and  family.  In  the  spring  of  1859 
he  bought  a  claim  of  160  acres  of  land  (as  he 
afterward  said)  of  a  man  who  did  not  own  it. 
For  this  land  he  paid  an  English  broadcloth 
coat.  This  was  in  the  present  town  of  Sum- 
ner, in  Trempealeau  county.  On  this  claim 
that  he  had  purchased  he  raised  a  fine  crop 
of  wheat  in  1859,  the  average  being  twenty- 
six  and  a  half  bushels  per  acre.  He  pur- 
chased a  yoke  of  oxen  and  chain  for  fifty 
bushels  of  his  wheat,  which  placed  him  in 
better  condition  to  continue  the  improvement 
of  his  claim.  He  remained  there  until  1863, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  home,  and 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  settler  in  the 
town  of  Unity,  and  has  also  the  greater  honor 
of  being  the  first  soldier  to  enter  the  Union 
army  from  the  town  of  Unity.  Ever  oj)- 
posed  to  oppression  in  all  forms,  and  believ- 
ing that  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  was  brought 
on  by  the  South  with  the  object  of  perpctu- 
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ating  human  slavery,  he  immediately  on  the 
beginning  of  the  war  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Union  with  all  his  might  and  strength. 
He  would  at  once  have  entered  the  army  as 
a  soldier,  but  it  was  thought  by  those  in 
authority  that  he  could  do  more  good  by  his 
influence  at  home,  and  he  was  therefore  in- 
duced to  resist  his  inclination  to  enter  the 
service  at  once.  But  in  March,  1865,  he 
enlisted  and  took  with  him  seven  others,  viz.: 
John  Tracy,  William  Lindsay,  Fred  Copple, 
George  Hicks,  Russel  Xelson,  Jacob  Todd 
and  Jerome  Harvey,  all  from  the  town  of 
Unity.  They  became  a  part  of  Company  D, 
Fifty-third  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  in  Missouri  and  Kansas 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  By  exposure, 
starvation  and  bad  water,  Mr.  Lawler  lost  his 
health  in  the  service,  which  he  has  never  re- 
covered. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawler  have  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  viz.:  Francis  Richard,  Ed- 
ward H.,  Mary,  Kate  and  Frances  Eleanor, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  Trempealeau 
county  except  Mary  and  Kate.  They  lost 
their  first  child,  a  boy,  in  England,  and  also 
an  infant  daughter  in  Trempealeau  county. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of 
twelve  children,  the  family  consisting  of  six 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Only  three  of  the 
family  are  living  at  this  writing,  1891;  Den- 
nis, his  brother  Edward,  and  a  sister  residing 
in  Leeds,  England,  where  Edward  also  lives. 
In  1865  the  subject  of  this  sketch  sent  for  his 
parents,  whom  he  furnished  with  money  to 
pay  their  passage  to  his  home  in  Trempealeau 
county,  and  cared  for  them  as  long  as  they 
lived,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  and  the  mother  a  year  later,  at  the  same 
age. 

Mr.  Dennis  Lawler,  as  will  be  seen,  is  the 
only  member  of  his  father's  family  living  in 
America.     He  is  a  man  of  culture  and  much 


native  ability.  Few  men  are  better  informed 
than  he  on  the  prominent  topics  of  the  day, 
— political,  moral  and  social.  He  excels 
as  a  conversationalist,  which,  together  with 
his  vast  fund  of  information  renders  him  a 
most  valuable  and  instructive  companion. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican 
and  an  able  advocate  of  the  system  of  protec- 
tion which  that  party  approves.  Having 
been  born  and  reared  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  of  Ireland,  and  taking  a  leading  part 
himself  in  that  system  of  industry,  and  fully 
remembering  the  baleful  effect  that  the  tariff 
repeal  exerted  upon  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  his  native  land,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
he  is  so  ardent  an  advocate  of  a  protective 
tariff.  He  and  his  family  are  faithful,  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


•°*-^S"S'j)'-^ — 

fALVIN  CONAXT  BIGELOW,  de- 
ceased, was  born  at  Crown  Point,  New 
York,  March  6,  1810,  a  son  of  Levi 
Bigelow.  His  parents  both  died  when  he 
was  a  boy,  and  after  attaining  manhood  he 
was  engaged  for  a  considerable  time  in  lum- 
bering. He  was  married  in  Windham 
county,  Vermont,  in  June,  1840,  to  Clarissa 
Stacy,  who  was  born^in  that  county  April  19, 
1816,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Cliloe  (Smith) 
Stacy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  continued  to 
reside  in  Vermont  and  New  York  until  1845, 
when  they  emigrated  to  Winnebago  county, 
Wi  consin,  where  they  were  among  the  early 
pioneers.  In  1856  they  removed  to  Trem- 
pealeau county,  settling  on  a  new  farm  in 
Caledonia  township,  which  he  and  his  sons 
improved,  and  on  which  he  lived  until  his 
death,  November  12,  1881.  Mr.  Bigelow 
was  a  well-known  citizen,  was  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, and  in  the  early  days  in  this  county  he 
found   ample  opportunity   to   indulge  in   his 
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favorite  sport.  He  was  an  industrious  man, 
a  kind  husband  and  father,  and  a  most 
worthy  and  esteemed  citizen.  The  last  six 
years  of  his  life  he  was  an  invalid,  and  un- 
able to  take  any  part  in  tlie  active  duties  of 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  si.x  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz.:  Mary  L.,  wife  of  John  McKeeth; 
Janette,  wife  of  C.  K.  McGilvray;  William 
Pearl,  the  third  survivinjr  child;  William 
Henry,  a  resident  of  Oregon;  Hattie  A.,  wife 
of  Leslie  McKenney,  of  Platteville,  Grant 
county;  James  B.,  who  is  still  at  the  home- 
stead with  his  mother.  The  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  Levi,  the  eldest  child, 
who  was  drowned  in  Wolf  river  when  eight 
years  of  age;  Newel,  who  died  in  infancy  in 
Vermont;  Orson  was  born  in  February,  1S52, 
and  died  at  tlie  iiomestead  in  Trempealeau 
county,  September  4,  1S70;  Rosella,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  died  at  tlie  age  of  one 
and  a  half  years.  The  mother  still  lives  at 
the  homestead,  where  she  has  resided  so 
many  years. 

William  Pearl  Ijigelow.  the  eldest  surviv- 
ing son,  was  born  in  Winnebago  county, 
June  30,  1849,  having  been  about  seven 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  with  his  parents,  and  just  old  enough 
to  give  a  boy's  assistance  in  driving  the  cat- 
tle on  the  overland  journey  from  Eastern 
Wisconsin  to  their  Trempealeau  county  home. 
As  he  grew  older  he  helped  clear  the  farm, 
and  often  joined  his  father  in  the  sport  of 
hunting.  Apart  of  his  farm  belonged  to  the 
old  homestead  adjoining  which  he  lived.  Mr. 
Higelow  was  married  January  1,  1873,  to 
Mary  Walcot,  a  Tiative  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  and  they  have  four  children:  Rose, 
Florence,  Arthur  and  Hazel  D.  Mr.  Hige- 
low  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his 
township  and  has  held  the  office  of  Town 
Treasurer  for  eight  years,  and    was  chairmau 


of  the  town    two  years.      In    politics  he   is  a 
Republican. 

James  1!.  Digelow,  who  still  resides  at  the 
old  homestead,  married  Elva  Rifelburg,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Lila.  Mr.  Bigelow  is 
the  present  Treasurer  of  Caledonia  township. 


fEORGE  SCHWOCHEL,  of  Fountain 
City,  was  born  in  Waltl  Michelbach, 
Germany,  the  son  of  Carl  Wilhelm  and 
Eva  (Menier)  Schwochel.  The  father,  born 
in  1807,  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  had  eight 
children:  George,  John,  Elizabeth,  Peter, 
Charles,  Adam  and  Eliza,  all  of  whom  are 
living  excepting  Elizabeth  and  Charles. 
Their  mother  died  in  Germany,  and  after- 
ward their  father  died  on  the  ocean,  on  his 
way  to  the  United  States,  in  1805. 

George,  our  subject,  received  his  education 
at  the  German  schools,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  stone  mason;  but,  finding  himself  too 
weak  to  follow  it  he  abandoned  it  and  turned 
to  farming.  He  emigrated  to  the  LTuited 
States  in  1852,  landing  at  New  York,  and 
arriving  at  Galena,  Hlinois,  during  the  fol- 
lowing winter.  The  next  spring  he  went  to 
Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin,  and  engaged 
in  lumbering,  until  1856,  when  he  moved  to 
Buffalo  county,  purchasing  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  7,  Cross  township.  To  this 
he  added  by  future  purchases  until  lie  hail 
300  acres,  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  (Jf  late  years  he  has  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  breeding  short-horn  cattle  and  Nor- 
man horses.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  sold  his 
farm  at  a  good  price,  and  the  next  spring 
moved  to  I^ountain  City.  Mr.  Schwochel 
arrived  in  this  pioneer  country  a  poor  man, 
but  by  industry  and  economy  he  has  carncil 
a  co.!ipetence. 

While  living  in  the  roniiti\   lu'  was  Asses- 
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sor  for  several  terms,  Supervisor  seven  years, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Town  Treasurer,  etc. 
Durinif  the  lirst  year  of  his  life  in  the  vil- 
lage he  was  enijaged  mostly  in  clearing  up 
his  farm  business.  In  1883  he  opened  busi- 
ness in  agricultural  machinery.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Fountain  City  Brew- 
ing Company,  in  which  he  has  a  large  inter- 
est. He  has  stock  also  in  the  Fountaiu  City 
Milling  Company,  and  he  is  engaged  in  tire 
insurance.  From  1884  to  1890  he  was 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  for  the  years  1889-'90 
he  was  Supervisor  for  the  First  Ward  of 
Fountain  City. 

He  was  married  in  1855,  at  the  town  of 
Cross,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Burkhalter) 
Bohri,  of  Bohri's  valley,  Wisconsin,  and 
their  children  are:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Schu- 
macher; Emma,  who  married  Dr.  W.  C. 
Beardsley,  of  Dakota;  George  G.;  Rosa  E., 
now  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Smith,  of  Elyria,  Ohio; 
Etta  E. ;  Amanda  J.,  now  the  wife  of  AVilliam 
E.  Badtke,  who  is  agent  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Northern  Railroad.  Mr. 
Schwochel  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  13, 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  FountainCity,  and  in  politics 
is  a  Republican. 

fHARLES  HOHMANN,  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Wanmandee,  Wisconsin,  was 
born  in  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1830.  His  parents  were  Leonhardt 
and  Mary  (Flein)  Hohmann.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Adam  Hohmann.  His 
father,  by  trade  a  rope  manufacturer,  died  in 
1849,  his  widow  surviving  him  until  1860. 
They  had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  came 
to  the  United  States:  Charles,  Frederick  and 
August.      August  has  been  dead  some  years. 


The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  raised  at 
home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  when  he  was  sent  to  a  place  to  learn 
the  baker's  trade.  Here  he  remained  for 
nine  years,  when  in  1854  he  emigrated  to 
this  country,  landing  in  New  York,  where 
he  remained  for  about  tive  months.  He  then 
went  to  Bangor,  Maine,  where  he  engaged  in 
tile-grinding  for  a  tile  factory,  remaining 
there  for  about  a  year,  then  removing  to 
Waumandee,  Wisconsin,  in  the  spring  of 
1855.  Here  he  pre-empted  a  piece  of  wild 
land  of  120  acres,  located  in  section  20,  built 
a  log  caliin  and  began  farming.  There  were 
three  white  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
Philip  Runger,  Theodore  Miley,  Nicholas 
Miley  and  Mr.  Brinkhoff.  There  were  quite 
a  number  of  Indians  in  that  part  of  the 
country  when  he  went  there,  but  they  were 
friendly,  and  Mr.  Hohmann  enjoyed  many  a 
friendly  game  of  cards  with  them,  and  would 
have  felt  quite  lonely  had  it  not  been  for 
them.  There  were  plenty  of  deer  in  this 
vicinity  and  quantities  of  fish  in  the  Wau- 
mandee river.  He  remained  here  eight 
years,  until  he  turned  it  over  to  his  brother 
Fred,  and  himself  removed  to  section  21, 
where  he  had  two  forty-acre  tracts.  He 
continued  to  increase  his  acreage  until  he 
now  possesses  520  acres,  of  which  250  acres 
are  under  good  cultivation,  largely  devoted 
to  grain.  He  also  raises  some  stock,  princi- 
pally Jerseys.  In  horses  he  is  standing  the 
Norman.  His  large  brick  residence,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  Buffalo  county, 
he  erected  in  1886.  He  owns  a  tine  mill 
near  his  place,  which  he  erected  about  two 
years  ago  at  a  cost  of  $1,500. 

He  was  Treasurer  of  the  town,  which  then 
included  Lincoln  and  Manitowoc  counties, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  board,  and  subse- 
quently was  elected  Supervisor.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Lodge  No.  13,  of 
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Fountain  City.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Harinonia  Society,  of  wliicli  he  is  president, 
which  position  he  has  filled  for  about  fifteen 
years. 

In  politics  he  is  a  llepublican,  and  gener- 
ally acts  with  that  party.  Ho  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Buffalo  county. 

He  was  married  in  Waumandee,  December 
17,  1858,  to  Wilhelmina  Kirchner,  daughter 
of  Charles  Kirchner.  They  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: William,  Otto,  Adolph,  Albert,  Rob- 
ert, Henry,  Clara,  Edward,  Lillie.  Anna, 
August  and  Alvin,  all  but  three  still  surviv- 
ing, viz.:   Adolph,  August  and  Anna. 


l^ENRY  GILBERT  resides  on  section  6, 
a^j  town  of  Sumner,  where  he  settled  in 
^M  the  fall  of  1867,  when  the  land  was 
entirely  new.  In  fact  he  made  a  homestead 
of  eighty  acres  of  his  place.  He  and  sons 
now  own  several  hundred  acres.  He  was  born 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  September  5,  1820. 
His  grandfather  Gilbert  was  a  physician  and 
pioneer  in  that  part  of  Ohio,  and  a  native  of 
Verinont,  but  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Gilliert  was  still  an  earlier  pioneer.  His 
name  was  William  Bacon  and  he  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  Boston  shoe- 
maker, and  going  West  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Ohio.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Josiah  G.  Gilbert,  and  wife,  Nancy  (Bacon) 
Gilbert,  lived  on  their  old  homestead  in  Ohio 
until  their  death.  The  old  home  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  family,  being  owned  by  Gusta- 
vus  Bacon,  a  son  of  the  original  settler.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  was  one  of  six  children; 
and  what  is  somewhat  remarkable,  all  are 
living  (in  1891),  but  the  youngest  sister. 

Henry  Gilbert,  the  oldest  of  the  family  and 
the  only  one  of  the  family  living  in  this  county, 
was  a   young   man   when    he    went  to  Huron 


county,  and  later  spent  a  year  in  Adrian, 
Michigan.  Going  back  to  Huron  county  he 
married  Fidelia  Darling,  a  native  of  Cattarau- 
gus county,  TS'ew  York.  Later  he  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Bry;int,  Ohio,  and  later  moved  to 
the  village  of  Bryan,  where  he  lived  for  twelve 
years.  He  earnestly  espoused  the  cause  of 
his  country  in  the  war  ot  the  Rebellion,  and 
in  April,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Four- 
teenth Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  This  was 
in  the  three  months"  call  for  troops,  but  he 
served  about  four  months,  and  was  then  dis- 
charged. He  served  in  West  Virginia.  He 
took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Philippi, 
which  has  gone  into  history  as  the  first  battle 
of  the  war.  He  was  also  in  the  battle  of 
Cheat  River,  where  General  Garnet  was  killed, 
and  saw  him  after  he  fell.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  four  months  he  returned.  In  J  uly, 
1862.  he  got  a  recruiting  commisgiou  from 
Governor  Tod  and  a  full  company  and 
twenty  men  more,  in  about  three  n:onths. 
This  company  became  Company  C,  One  Hun- 
dreth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Mr.  Gilbert  entered  the  service  as  Captain 
of  this  company  and  served  until  December 
of  that  year,  when  his  health  failing,  he  re- 
signed his  commission.  His  resignation  was 
accepted  on  a  surgeon's  certificate.  Mr.  Gil- 
bert continued  to  reside  in  liryan  until  he 
came  to  Trempealeau  county,  and  here  he  has 
since  lived.  Eight  years  of  that  time  he  was 
a  resident  of  the  village  of  Osseo,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  collection  agent  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  Thomas  J.,  the 
oldest,  is  a  hardware  merchant  at  Perry, 
Dallas  county,  Iowa;  the  second  is  Jennie, 
wife  of  George  W.  Myers,  of  l>ryan,  Williams 
county,  Ohio;  William  H.  resides  on  a 
farm  near  his  father;  James  P.,  at  the  home- 
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Stead.     The  children  are  all  married  and  have 
families. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  one  of  the  well-known  citi- 
zens of  Trempealeau  county.  In  liis  political 
views  he  is  a  RepulDlican.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  James  K.  Polk  in  1844,  which  was 
his  first  and  last  Democratic  vote.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican  and  a  firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  that  great  national  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  John  E.  Perkins  Post  of 
Augusta. 


fOHX  IRVINE  is  one  of  the  well  known 
residents  of  the  town  of  Gale^vho  claim 
"bonnie  Scotland''  as  their  native  land. 
His  residence  is  on  section  30,  township  19, 
range  7.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Irvine,  who 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in  1809. 
Mr.  John  Irvine  went  from  the  north  of  Ire- 
land to  Scotland  when  nineteen  years  old. 
There  he  married  Catherine  Johnston,  who 
was  born  in  1810.  A  number  of  years  later 
they  emigrated  to  iSTova  Scotia  and  there 
lived  from  1837  to  1851,  when  they  removed 
to  Maryland.  In  1853  they  came  to  Wiscon- 
sin with  the  families  of  David  Cook,  William 
Dick  and  John  Hunter,  and  were  also  accom- 
panied by  a  young  man  named  James  Phil- 
lips. Here  Mr.  Irvine  settled  on  the  beauti- 
ful Decora  Prairie,  and  iiere  lived  until  death. 
As  a  somewhat  remarkable  coincidence,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Irvine  passed  from  this  life  to  the 
life  beyond,  on  the  same  day  and  lie  buried 
in  the  same  grave  in  the  cemetery  on  the 
prairie,  aged  respectively  sixty-nine  and  si.xty- 
eight  years.  The  date  of  their  death  was  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1878,  the  event  Ijeing  a  sad  be- 
reavement to  their  family  and  friends.  They 
were  both  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 


knew  them.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children  who  grew  to  mature  years,  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing in  1891:  John  is  the  eldest  of  the  broth- 
ers; Walter  is  the  next  in  order  of  age  and 
lives  near  Fort  Dodge,  in  Iowa;  James  is  in 
Nebraska;  Isabel,  the  oldest  of  the  family, 
lives  in  Jackson  county,  Wisconsin;  Mar- 
garet died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  George  Brown,  of  Gale 
township;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Gor- 
don, of    La  Crosse  county,  as  has  been  seen. 

Mr.  John  Irvine  is  the  only  male  represen- 
tative of  his  father's  family  living  in  Wis- 
consin. He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1830, 
being  about  seven  years  old  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia.  He  preceded  the 
family  to  Maryland,  where  he  went  in  April, 
1851,  the  remainder  of  the  family  following 
later  in  the  year.  He  came  to  Trempealeau 
county  in  1854,  the  year  after  his  father's 
family  came.  He  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  1855.  Mr.  Irvine's  home  farm  con'ains 
120  acres,  and  he  has  the  same  amount  on 
section  5. 
■  Mr.  Irvine  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
intelligent  citizens  of  the  town  of  Gale,  and 
a  representative  of  an  honored  and  respected 
family. 

He  was  married  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  Ellen  Walker,  who  was  born  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  with  her  parents 
emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  thence  to  Mary- 
laud.  Mrs.  Irvine  died  June  26,  1877.  Mr. 
Irvine  is  the  fatlier  of  nine  children,  four 
boys  and  live  daughters,  viz.:  John,  James, 
Walter  and  William.  The  daughters  are: 
Catherine,  Margaret,  Mary,  Frances  and 
Roseanna.  He  lost  three  children:  Eliza- 
l)eth  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  the 
others  in  childhood. 
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